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WOODHALL: SFPA UHBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Annual EReport
of the
Baditaal 01l oer o Hea 1tTh
| 1966

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL

Medical Officer of Health
S.A. O'HAGAN, M,B,, B.S., D.P.H.
Public Health Inspector
D.A, NORMAN, M.A.P,H,T,

The Highweys, Sewerage and Public Health
Committees deal with the majority of Public
Health Matters although a separate Parks
and Playing Fields Committee deal with

swimming baths,

Eleven menbers of the Council =it on all
Committees,



To The Chairman and Members of
The Urban District Council of Woodhall Spa,

Mr, Chairman, Mrs,., Farmery and Gentlemen,
I have the honour to present my annual report for 1966,

Deaths have been divided betwecen institutional and
domiciliary with the result that 29 deaths occourred in "homes"
whilst only 24 people died in private houscs, Allowance
is made in the Registrar Genersls Office for this, so that there
is a wide difference, in this district, between the crude death
rate and the standardized one. This correction factor has been
considerably changed this year with the result that o
substanticl increase in actual deaths has not materially offectad
the final death rate, which is still substantially better than
the Country as a whole,

Noteworthy emong the causes of death were 8 from
influenza and 4 from pneumonisz, with two from bronchitis, All
except the two cases of bronchitis were over |5 years of age
and but for this factor, it is probable they would not have died,

Among the causes of premature death were one cancer of
the breast, two strokes and one coronary thrambosis, Farly
detection of cancer of the femanle breast receives little attention
yet could save lives. Most small lumps are harmless but it does
make sensc to have them examined if only for peace of mind.
The subject of coronary artery disease {s receiving a lot of
attention by research vorkers and somato typing gives a2 good lead
to the section of the population who should be screened for
carly biochemical changes, Perhaps a similar approach might
be mode to hypertension and stroke illness, First, however,
we must encourage full use of those measures of protection
we have already available, The shortage of doctors in the
country does more to preclule other preventive work than does
lack of knowledge,

The attroctions of Woodhall Spa for retirement either to
private dwelling or one of the other forms of accommodation for
the elderly explein the high erude death rate and also point a
finger to a critical point in our services, To provide staff
to help both in institutions and private houses, it is necessary
to look to a wider public than the population of Woodhall Spa,
yet transport is often the limiting factor in how far pecple will
travel to work, As public transport decreases in frequency ond
inereanses in cost, sources of lsbour will be priced cut, Just
what this might mean was shovm by Hormesstle's survey in which
out of some 360 people working out of town, nearly 200 used cars
and only 110 used buses.



It is not clear however, what proportion would use
buses if they were convenient and how far the family car is
used for work~dn; transport so that the average cost per
mile +travelled is reduced, A certain proportion in any
tovm who have no daily work-place must of necessity use
either their owm or their ermployers car, This proportion
might prove to be quite large in a place like Woodhall
- Spa.

Whilst the popularity of Woodhall Spa for
retirement and f'or those free to travel is undcubted,
there could, perhaps, develop & risk of over-concentration on
one facet of community service, The recreational facilities
are some compensation but do not have the seame demand for
lobour so that the difficulties of the "one industry town"
remain, In saying this, however, I must add that I can
forsee no decline in the relative attractiveness of
Woodhall Spa so that the "industry" of caring for the elderly
is unlikely to be a declining cne,

In conclusion I must again thank you, Mr, Chairman,
the Members and Officers for their unfailing support and
frienﬂahip-

I remain,
Your obedient Serwvant,

Medical Officer of Health,



Area of Urban District :

1874 ocres

Registrar General's Mid-Year HEstimnte

of Resident Population :

Density of Population :

Nunber of Inhabited Dwcllings :

2310

1,15 persons
per acre

698

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS
Live Births

Rate per 1000 population
Standardized birth rate

Illepitimate live births

% total

5till Births

Rate per 1000 total live and
still births

Total 1dve and still births

Infant Deaths (deaths under 1 year

Infant Mortality Rates

Total infant decths per 1000
total live births

Lepitimate infant deaths per
1000 legitimnte liwve births

I1legitimate infant deaths per
1000 illejdtimate live births

2L



Neo-natal Mortality Rate

(deaths under four wecks per
1000 total ive births)

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate

(deaths under one week per
1000 total live births)

Perinatal Mortality Rate
(stillbirths and deaths under

one weck combined per 1000
total live and still births)

Maternal Mortality (including abortion)

Number of Deaths

Rate per 1000 total live and
gtill births

DEATIHS

Male

Female

Deaths per 1000 population
Comparability factor
Standardized Death Rate per 1000

National (England and Veles
Death Rate) per 1000

106y 1965 1966
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0
0 o 0
O 0 0
106, 1965 1966
21 19 21
13 20 32
34 39 53
0.51 : 0,36
7.8 8.4 8,6
Lieds “MiShs 217
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There was a complete absence of notifications of infectious
disease during the year, The fipures for immmization against
the usual three diseases Pertussis, Tetanmus and Diphtheria have
been very good but there is no scheme of protection against
Measles although several practitioners are free to immunize
susceptible patients,

Since Measles has been notified both in 1965 and in 1967 there
is no reason to think it did in fact occur in 1966, If action
were teken now to immunize every child against Measles a
considerable amount of suffering, both of children and parents as
well as disruption of education and periodic overwork of doctors
could be avoided, It is argued that vaccination against Measles
might only postpone the disease to an older age group where
consequences might be worse, The same, of course, was true of
poliomyelitis where there was very little publia hesltatlnn to
accept live wveccine,

BEvidence from practices and one city (Oxford) where thorough
immunizetion programmes were completed showed virtually complete
protection during last Winter's epidemio,

Immund zation and Vaccination Statistics

Tloasc refer to Pare 16,



The National Health Service

The service remains substantially unchanged except for
a minor battle over the continued existence of the Spa Baths and the
physiotherapy unit at Hornmecastle,

Scme benefit may accrue to the district with the
completion of the new Maternity Hospitel in Lincoln but it is not
yet clear how far its service area will extend,

fiater Supply

The former Woodhall Spa Urban Distriet Waterworks
affords adequate water for the district and various engineering
works have becn done to attain a more stable preassure,

Raw water from the open reservoir is always reported
as unsatisfactory since, as with any open reservoir, pollution by
birds is inevitable, At the same time, samples of treated water
ere reliably reported as satisfactory.

Plumbosolvency is a theoretical possibility with
upland surface woter and whilst the 'works were under the control
of the U,D.C, alkali dosing was used to reduce this tendenocy.

It is foir to remind readers, however, that in the
many years the water was used prior to these precautions being
taken there was no evidence either of excessive erosion of lead
plumbing or of lead poisoning,

Refuse Collection and Disposal

No change is as yet contemplated, Hﬂvﬂluticnuﬁi
thoughts and experiments are toking place in necighbouring districts.

Whilst finality is unlikely to be reduced, substantial
andl cheap improvements such as bin-liners are worthy of consideration.

Sewerare and Sewape Disposal

No change has taken place during the year.



OF WORK DONE BY PUBLIC HEATTH
I TOR D THE

HOUSTIG :

Total number of dwelling-houses and flats in district
Total number of houses erccted during the yeer :-
{1% By local authority

2) By other local authorities

3) By other bodles or persons

Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954 - 1957 :-
(1) Number of certificates of disrepair issued

Inspection of dwelllng-houses during the year :-
(1) (e) Total number of dwelling-houses inspedted
for housing defects (under the Public
Health and Housing Acts)
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose

Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal notices :- :
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in conséquence of informal action by
the local authority or their officers

1) Proceedings under Publiec Health Acts
% Proceedings under Housing Acts

(a) Muber of dwellinpg-houses in respcct of
which demolition orders werc made
(individual unfit houses only)

(b) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
ursuance of Demolition Orders

individual unfit houses only)

(c) Number of dwelling-houses, or parts, subject
to Closing Orders

(a) Number of dwelling-houses, or parts, rendered
fit by undertakings

(e) Number of dwelling-houses included in confirmed
Clearance Orders

(f) Number of dwelling- houses demolished in
pursuance thereof

(g) Total mumber of dwelling-houses on which
Demplition Orders are cperative and which are
still occupied except under the provisions
of Sections, 34, 35 and 46 of the Housing
Act, 1957

(h) Total number of dwelling-houses occupied under
Sections 34, 35 and 46 of the Housing Acts,
1957

Slum Clearance - proceedings under the Housing Acts :

26
56

15



(1) Houses demolished or closed voluntarily
by ovmers which would otherwise- have been the
subject of statutory action to.secure
demolition or closure -

Hous1 Act = Overcrowding
(a) 1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved
during the year -
(2) Nurber of cases concerned in such cases -

(b) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end
of the year
2) Number of families dwelling therein
EE; Number of persons dwelling therein

Housing Acts, 1949 - 59

~

Number of dwellings for which applications
for greants have been received = Standard

- Discretionary
Number of dwellings subject to grant .

- Standard

- Discretionary
Humber of houses ovmed by Local Authority
which have been the subject of gront aid
by the Ministry

o0 OO

o

Moveable Dwellings, Tents, Vans, ete, . 0
Public Health Act, 1936

Humber of site licences
Number of individual licences
Total number of moveable dwellings permitted
under the asbove licences
Number of inspections during the year - sites
- dwellings
Number of contraventions remedied
Number of sites exempt from licence
Hurmber of moveable dwellings thereon

L
LT HMOW HN

FOOD PREMISES
Bakehouses

Number in district
Number of inspections
Number of contraventions
Defects remedied

1 1 \nha

- 10 -



Ice Cream
Number of mamufacturers on register
Number of premises licensed for sale of
ice cream
lfumber of inspections of premises made
Number of contraventions found
Contraventions remedied
Number of samples taken - Grade I

- Grade IT

Meat Products

Nunber of premises registered for manufacture
of meat products

Number of inspections made

Number of contraventions found
Contraventions remedied

Other Food Premises

Number of other food premises (i,e,
excluding bakehouses, and premises
registered for manufacture of ice cream
and meat products)

Number of inspections made

Number of contraventions found
Contraventions remedied

S lauchterhouses

fumber licensed - abattoir type
- private individual

UNSQUND FOOD

Coarcases and offal inspected and condemned
in whole or part

i Foe N

1 1

27

=Y

Other condemned foods - 10 x 4 1bs Pork
Iuncheon Mcat
Method of disposal - Incineration

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE

Closets
Mumber of houses with privy voults in district
Number of houses with pail closets in district

Mumber of houses with water closets in district

Number of water closets substituted for
pail closets or privy wvaults

Do Council operate pail closet emptying
service?

i !

2
691

-

No.



Cesspools =nd Septic Tonks

Number of cesspools. and septic tanks emptied,

clenned ete; 8
IMunbor of cesspools and septic tonks abolished -
Do Ceounecil operate cesopool/septic tanks enptying

service®? . : Ho.
oand Sewape Disposal
Details of ereas or willages where provision

as been made for new sewers or vhere :
existing sownge crrongements improved :- -
Details of arens or 'U'ill“..}_ﬁﬂ where provision

has heen made of new s.m.'*- l.].lEFDSu.l

facilities or existing arrengements JJI@IWéf'I. 1= -
Any part of district uwrgently requiring pu}ﬁlic

severs nd/or treatment works for public . .

health reasons ;- - No,

WATTR_SUFFLLES eoetuang Dan el
Domestic
ffumber of houses sup 1-15. 1 from ‘)ub]_‘l.c moins
- in house 696
- standpipe/outside tap 1
Iumber of houscs sup; -lic-" from private sources -
Hew sources of sup 11" and location % -
Kumber of public .,uL:_-}lL..s closed -
iny part of district requiring. publie buppiy for

-}ublic health rensohs Noe

Musber of samples taken for GJ'.lt.”I‘.Llﬂ{"'l examination (8)

Syimrdng

Funber of sr.n:::l:,u taken flor bhacteriological
examdnation - Repguloxr water sampling is 'I.ll'll.u.-I't".kﬂn
by the East Lincolnshire Water Boord
ondl reported.to the M.0.H.

a.nrﬁ Paddling 1"0':1.;

Swimming Pools Peddling Pools
Murber in eperation 1 ' 4 2
Murber fitted with

contimious machanieal ; /
filtrotion and ehlorination: 1 1

Tuiiber of samples. of woter

taken for chemienl exemination - O 0
MNurber of samles for ;

bacteriological examination 0 0



GENERAL
Offensive Trades

Mumber of Premises in district _ 0
Knackers Yards
er licensed 0
Shops Act, 1950
yumber of shops inspected 10
Contraventions remedied 0
Offices, Shops and Reilway Premises Act, 1963
T T e e R 35
Iunber of inspections 40
Nurber of defects 3
Number remedied L
Disinf'ection and Disinfestation
Tooms or premises disinfected
(a) infectious disease other than
tuberculosis 0
(b) tuberculosis 0
Number of premises subject to disinfestation 0]
Refuse Collection and Disposal
Tumber of premises 1 which refuse
is collected _ _ 729
Frequency of collection 7 = 8 days
Type of Receptacle ' bin
Method of Disposal Controlled Tipping
Is this satisfactory? Yes
Humber of tips 1
Number of wvehicles &l L A
Is collection by Local Authority or contract? L.A.

Detalls of nuisance cbated

After Informal  After Statutory

Intimation Notice
Refuse Vi -
Foul Ditches, ponds
end stagnant woter 12 -
Drainoge 9 -
Poultry and Animals 0 =
Dangerous premises O -
Miscellancous nuisances Eﬁ -
Rats and Mice Destruction
Tumber of rodent operatives employed 1 part time
Number of premises treated
- dwellinghouses 38
- other premises Je
Are there any serious reservoirs of rats
in the district? No,

Service covers domestic, business and
agricultural premises,

-1



Atmospheric Pollution

Number of wvisits
Mumber of muisances found
Number of miisances abated

oo o

FACTORTES ACT, 1961

Part I of the Act - inspections for purposes of provisions
as to health (including inspections made by Public Health
Inspectors )

Number Number of
on Tritten | Dccuplers
Herdister | Inspectiona | Notices | Prosecuted

1, factories in whioch

secs, 1 = 4 & 6 are to 1 L 0 0
be enforced by Local
Authorites

2. Factories not included
in (1) in which sec, 7 9 21 0 0
is enf'orced by the
Local Authority

3« Other premises in which
sec, 7 is enforced by 0 0 0 0
the Local Authority

TOTAL 10 £ 0 0




?articulars

No., of cases in which
defects were found

lo,of oases
in whiah

Referred
Found| ied |[Insp, Insp.

pregecutions

I instituted
|

Want of Cleanliness
Overcrowding

Unrecsoneble
temperature

Inadequate
ventilation

| Ineffective
drainage of floors

Sanitary convenicnces
Eu; Insufficient

b) Unsuiteble or
defective

(e) Not separate
for sexecs

Other offences
against the Act

TOTAL

a5
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