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WOODHALL SPA UHDAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
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PUBLIC HEALTI OF¥ICERS OF THE COUNCIL

HMedical Officer of lealth
S.A. OVHAGAN, li.B,,B.2.,D.P.H,
Public Health Inapector

D.A. NORMAN, M.A.P.H.I.
(tppointed July, 1957).

The Highways, Sewerege and Public Health Committees
deal with the majority of Public Health latters
althourh a separate Wabtor Committee and Parks and
Playing Fields Comnitlee deal with water supplies
and swinmeing baths,.

All meubers of the Council sit on all Committecs.



To The Chairman and liembersa of
The Urban District Council of Woodhall Spa.

HMr, Chaimman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report of your
liedical QOfficex of Health for 1960,

It 13 difficult to write an inapiring report of
progress year after year 1in a small district, especially
when one sees so little of 1t., Perhapa it is better that
waye. In a world of bulldozers, earth movers and H - bombs a
quiet place sheltered from the worst of the physical and
political weather may well claim to be a 2pa,

Provably few outside the Council 0ifices realize how
much effo»t each Councillor puts into the thousand items
which each year ocome before hinm,

1960 can be described as an average year Iin respect
of health, with births, deaths, inlfectious diseases all
very much as usual, The regrettable exception is the
outbreak of Whooping Cough after a virtual absence of
several years. It is posaible that some casesa may have
been in children whozse ilmmunization had been delayed by
the wrge to get "Polio',

I venain, Sirs,
Your obedient servant,

Medical Officer of Health.



Area of Urban District:

Registirar General's Lild-Year Estluate
esident Population:

Density of Populationt

Numberr of Inhabited Dwellingss

Rateable Value of Urban Districts

Sum Hepresented by Perny Late:

VITAL STATISTICS

SR s

Live Births

Rate per 1000 population
Iliegitimate live births % total
Still Births

Rate per 1lU00 total live snd still
births

Total live and still births

DEATIHS
1958
HMale el
female Bl
Total 52

Deaths per 1000 population
Standardized Death Rate per 1000

National (England and Wales Dsath
Rate) per 1000

(3] 5- 2]

1874 acres
2150
l.14
648
£23,541
£91, 4, 1l,
1959 1960
' 30
1'7 .6 13,9
Wil 3% . (1.8.1)
Wil Hil
38 30
20 29
32 23
52 52
24,0
14,6
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Deaths were distriouted according to aze as shown in the
table :=-

Age at Death
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Causes of death at ages under 75 years as follows :-
Prematurity

itoad Accident

Other Accidents
Coronary Thrombosls
Cancer of L

Cancer of Stomach
Cancer of Biraln
Myocarditls
Lymphatic Leukaenia
Ateriosclerosis
Nephritis

Cerebral heamorrhage
oronchopneumnon ia
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List No.
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20,
21ls
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23
24,
254

26a
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30,
31 &
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I Death as shown in the negistr
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Sause of Death
Tuverculeosis, licspiratoxy
Tuberculesis, other
oyphilitiec discase

Diphtherila

Wihooping Cough

Meningococcal Infection

Acute Poliomyelitis

ileasles

QOther infective and parasitic
diacases

alignant Neoplasn, stomach

Halignant Neoplasn, lung,bronchns

Mal ignant Neoplasm, breast
Malimnant Neoplasm, uterus
Other lalignant and Lymphatic
Heoplasms

Leukaenia, Lleuksemia
Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous sysitem

Coronery diseese, angina
Hype2tension with heart discase
Other heart diseases

Other cireculatory disease
Influenza

Pncuuonia

Bronchitis

Other diseasos of Deapiratory
System

Ulcer of stomach and duodonum
Gastritis, Enteritis and
Diarrhoea

Nephiritis and Nephrosis
Eyperplasia of Prostrate
Pregnancy, chlldbirth, abortion
Congenital mallormations

Other defined ond 111 defined
diseases

iwoGor Vehicle Accidents

All other Accidents

Ssuicide

Homicide and operations of war

Total
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LNALCTIOUS DISGASES

Notification of infectious diseases during the year weXre as
follows &=

Scarletina 2
Malaria 1
hAeute Primery Pnouuaonia 2
Dysentery 15
Tuberculosis = Pulmonary A

Non Pulmonary 1
Measles 5
Whooping Cough 14

The sharp increase in whooping cough is noticeavle after
a spell of almosat complete freedom, and it coincides with a
ubstantial step-~up in immunization. It suggests, therefore,
that the lagz in preventive measures against this disease and
oy in;crc“cn, also againast diphtheria and tetanus, which
followed the intensive polio campaign, may be quite
sigznilicant.

omall Pox vaccination was periomed on 19 infants under
one year of age whilat 38 infants were born in the preceding
year. This is s8till not mood enougzh to prevent death or
disfizurenent in the event of an outlLreak,

Figures for poliomyelitis vacecination and B,.C.G. (anti-
tubereulosis) vaccination are still lacking but 1t 18 hoped
that there may be made available in tinme for the next annual
Teport,

Much of the difficulty appeara to result from “"blitz"
prograuies in which appointuents are sent o persons to
attend clinie in different townp, rrespoctive of the
availablility of tranaport, This was deuonatrated years ago
to the County Council in the case of Diphtheria immuanization
when within monthas of the inception of the scheme it became
apparent thaet, apart from overall econoiry to the nation, &as
opposed to Lindsey GCounty Cowmeil, the only efficient means
of reaching:a scatiered commmity is to go to them, not
expect theu to come to yous

In the case of B.C.G. vaccinotion against tuberculosis,
the ma jority are donc either at Gartree bccold&ﬂy lodern
School, or at Homecastle Gramaar School and it should not be
of lnsuperable diffaculty to obtain the information in
tabular forms, since 1t is available in detail on each child's
record carde 1t Hhoulu Do apprecilated, however, that whether
this work ig done bLy & clerk or by 1vrmlL, 1t takes time Ifrom
other work and if multiplied sufficiently could involve exira
staffl and expense.

1—6—



The following shows the preventive treatments given in
Woodhall Spa during 1960 §-

Unden 1-4' 5=14 15 &  Total

diyanty S0 (dr sl Ovem Yo
Bmallpox - vaccination 19 L 0 5] 24
= revaccination 0 1 3 10 14
Tetanus - Tmnnumization 0 0 15 1 16
Whooping Cough & Tetanus
Inranization 0 0 0 0 0
Whooping Cough Iuwrunization 0 0 0 0 0
Diphtherla % Tetanuvs Imaunization O 0 8] 0 0
Dipatheria. Whooping Cough &
Tetanus Combined (Triple)
Imnunization S4 (6] 0 0 40
Diphtheria & Whooping Cough
Imaunization 0 0 o] 0 0
Diphtnaria Imuunizotion (alone) 0 0 1 ¢} 1
U (booster) 0 O be2d 0 24

Mass Radiography

The first visit by the liass Minlature Hadlography unit,
foreshadowed in the previous report has now taken place. Whilst
the great bulk of films taken show no abnormglity, there is a
real advantage in getting early information ebout chest discases
This applies not only to tuberculosis, but to heart discases,
growtha in the chest, bronchitis and =zo0 on,

Whnilst Woodhall is almost too small for the big unit to
work efficiently, two years ago a smaller unit was dulonstﬁated
to the uoyal Society of Honlth Conference at Torquay which
would be more efficient in the smaller coutunities of
Lincolnshire, However, this 1ls not a matver really within the
competence of this Council,

The National Health Services Act, 1946

Substantially the Spa remains covered by one firm of
general practiltioners, one of whoi 1s recognised as an
authorlty on rhcumatic disorders, «nd by one dentist, who was
asslisted for a time by one ol the doctor!s wives., deling a
doctor!a wife leaves no time Lfor prolessional work until the
children are all up to juniox school age, ot least; so that
dental treatient is us cverywhere, a problem, cxcept for the
gensible few who have made eguler appointments and kept them.

llospital beds are availlable only at Lincoln, Boston and
Louth, all some 20 miles distant, aznd much the same applies to
outpatient facilities. Reillwey transport to LDoston and Lincoln
exista, but thore is no recognisable public transport to Louthe

ST



The County Council Ambulance service appears to run
efficiently, although, since ambulances are frequently
diverted by madio, no poatient can be sure of how long his
journey will last, when it will start or end, The sitting
cars or auabulance buses are, however, not so liable %o
diversion, slihicugh their routes must, neceasarily, be
variable, to gather as ncar a full complemnent as practical
for cach tripe That there 18 no lack of effort by the County
Council is evidenced by the annual mileage of Ambulances
and Ambulence cars, which has renaained in the region of a
million miles a year, for the last ten years. (This figure
is, of course, for the whole of Lindsey¥.

Refuse Collection and Disposal

A B B A A MRl 0 S i sl ol i -

No significant difficulties have arisen during the
year, although the long-term use of the existing site will
need review, There are Tew altomative slites offering plts
wailting to be filled.

The Swimming Pool

The open-air» pool has continued to be so popular that
its enlargement has becn definitely decided,

Continuouws filtration and chlorination, with
comparator control of residuzl chlorinc is maintained,

Housing

There reousin two dwellings subject to closing orders,
No fresh action was undertaken,

Building by the Counecil was not undertaken, and only
six private dwellings were bLuilt,.

It must bDe adnitted that Woodhall Spa accomiodates &
larger proportion oi retired persons, on fixed incomes, to
whom "change™ iz unwelcome ond who would not wish to take
advantage of the iluoprovement grants,.

Ihe Caravan Sites fck, 1960

Although causing major concern teo many authoritles,
there was need for little action in Woodhall Spa,

National Assistance Lct, 1948, Section 47

-
——— - i

No action was required under this sectlion in 1960,

--8--



Pood iymiene

It 18 evident that minor infringements of the law
gontinue to occur, on a swall scale, These have not resulted
in any injury to health, and ewe more of & nuisance to the
Inspector than anything clse,

Sanitary Circuustances of tho Disitrict

The Spa is a wrelatively sheltered spot in a rather
wind=-swept county, by reagon of its wooded environment,
Obviously, every efiort must be nade both by the authority and
private owners, to conserve the woodlands.

Matexr Supply

Water supply under the Council'is control remained cheap.
abundant and pure.

Sewage Disposal has always been relatively expensive
and not wholly satisiactory because the bulk of the pipes were
laid very deep, in running sand, end jointed with clay.

Mony surfoce-woater drains are also believed to entelr
sewers so that in wet weather the tobtol flow reoches
phenomenal preportions, Further works of improvement and
repalr are carvied out os circumstonces suggest. The radical
golution would appear to be utterly bpeyond the wesns of o
district council such &s this,.
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HOUSING:

U

bal number of houses erected during the year i~
) by lcﬂal uuuhOfity
% by other local authorities

o
1
2
%] by other bodies or peraons

(
(
(
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954 - 1957 i=

(1) Number of certificates of disrepair issued

Inspection of dwelling houses during the year i-
(1) (a) total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under the Public Health or
Housing Acts)
(b) Number of inspections mode for the purpose

Remedy of deflects during the year without service of
fomal notices §=
Number of delective dwelling houses rendeied
fit in consequence of informal action by fthe
local authority or thelr oflicers

(1) Proceedings wnder Public Health Acts

(2) P“ucmedlnga under the Housing Acts

(3) Slum Clearance = proceedings under the Housing Actsi=

() Humber of dwellinz houses in respect of which
demolition orders werec muade (individual unfit
houses only)

(b) Wunber of dwelling houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition QOrders (individual
unfit houses only)

(¢) Wumber of dwelling houses, or parts, subject
to Closing Owrders

(d) Number of dwelling houses, or parts, rendered
£it by undertakings

(e) Number of dwelling houses included in confirmed
Clearance QOrdeirs

(f) Number of dwelling houses deiwlished in
pursuance thoreof

(g) Total nuuber of dwellinz houses on which
Demolition Ordcras are operative and which are
351ll cccupied except under the provisions of
Scctions 34, 35 and 46 of the Housing Act, 1957

(h}) Total nuaber of dwelling houses occupied ander
Sections 34, 85 and 46 of the liousing Act, 1957

(i) Iiouses demolished o» closed voluntarily by owners

which would otherwise have been the subject of
statubory action to secure demolition or
closure

= 10 =

a1

29
45



Housing Acto = Overcrowding

(a) (1)
(2)
(b) (1)

(2)
(3)

nuwiber of cases of overcirowding relieved during
thie year
nuwader of persons conceimed in guch cases

nuuzer of awellings overcrowded at the eond of
the yeor

nuabeir of families dwelling therein

nuaber of persons dwelling therein

Housing Actas, 1949¢ - 59

Moveable

nunbe:» of dwellings for which applications
for grants have been recelved = Standard

- Discretionary
nu:ber of dwellings subject to grant

- sbtandord

= Discretionary
nuber of houses owned by local authority which
have been the subject of grant aid by the
Binistry

dwellings, tents, vens, efc,

numader of site licences

nunper of individual licences

total nuwiber of caravans permitted under
licences

nunber of lnspectiona during the year - sites

DD O

2
1

13
14

- dwellings

nuaber of contraventions renedied

FOOD PLEMISE

Bakehousecs

number in district
number of inspections
nuuber of contraventions
defects renedled

nuader ol distributors on register
Sterilized
Posteurised
T.1I%
nunber of soimples of milk taken in course of
delivery
number of Inspections of dniry preuiises
contraventions remedied

2
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Lce Cream
number of manuiacturers on register 2
nuitber of premisea licenced for sale of
ice oi'gam
numner of inspections of premiscs made 1
nuoer of contraventions found
contﬂavujtiond reimedied

oo w

nuaver of samples taken = Grade I -
= QOther Grodes -
Meat Products
nuiber of premiscs registered for manufacture of
meat productsa 18
nunber of inspections made 2
nuaber of contiaventions found 1
contraventions remedied 1
Qther Food Prqﬂjsas
nunber ot inspections made 2]
nunber of contraventions found 4
contraventions remecled 4
laushterhouses
nunber of licenced - abattolr type -
= private individual -
nunber opereted by locel authority -
UNSOUND FOOD
Carcasea and offal inspected and condemned in
whole or part -
Other condemned Ifoods -
Methiod of disposal = incineration
DRATNACE AND SEWERAGE
Ll?ﬁikﬂ
nunider of houseg with privy vaults in district 1
nunber of houses with pail closets in district 4

nunbor of houses with water closcts in district 640
nuiber of wabter closets subatituted for pail
closets or privy vaults -

Cesspools and Septic Tanks

nuaber of cesspools and septic tanks emptied,
cleansed, etc,

numberr of cefapools and aaptic tanks abolished -

.
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Sewerase and Sewage Digposal

oot hoslonstonie | PP el 5 gl St S M

WATER

[ =S

setails oi arees or villapgesa where provision has
been made of new sewers or where existing sowage
yrrangenents improved §- -

Devalls ol areas orr villages where provision has
been made of new sewage disposal facilities or
existing arrangements inproved ¢- -

Any part of district urgently requiring public
sewers and/or treatment works for public health
reasons - No

UPPLIES

winaing. P

GENZERAL
Ofifenaive Toodes

L A

Domestic

nuaber of houses supplied from public

riaing - in house G
- gtandpipe

numoer of houses supplied from private

sources

new sources of supply and location

nwaver of public supplies closed

Any part of distriect requiring public supply

or replecement of publiec supply for publie

health reasons o

nuaber of samples talen for chemical
c:amination

nuianer of sanples taken for bactericlogical
examination i~

Class I - 4, Class II = 0, Class III = O.

ools

number of public swimming pools in operation
number {itted with continuoua mechanical
filtration and chlorination
nuiber of samples of swimning pool water taken
for chemical examination
nuaner of samples of swimaing pool water taken
Tor bacteriological examination = satisfaclory

- unsatislactory

-

nuamver of premises in distoict

Knackers Yards

B s -

Rt

nuarer licenced

shops Aot, 1950

nuiper of shops inspected
contraventions rewedied

o0 o B



Qaplq:eggloﬂ and disinfesgsation
iloons or premises disinfected (a) infectious

diseases other than tuberculosis 1
(L) tuberculesis e
nuaber of premises subjeckt to disinfestation 1

isefuse Collection ond Disposal
nunber of premises from which refuse is collocted 680

frequency of collectlion 7T - 9 days

llethod of disposal controlled tipping

Is this satisfactory? Yes

Is collection by local authority or contract L.A.
Huisances

Total nuaber of nuisances during the year
(1) abated as a result of informal action by

Public llealth Inspector o2

(2) Reported to the Council = Statutory notice
issued -

- Statutory notice
not issued -

Detoils of nuisances abated

T TR e e Y e S A e B W

After Informal Alter Statubtory

Iniimation notice
nafuse 4 -
Foul ditches, ponds and
stagnant water 11 -
Dircinage 10 -
Poultfy and animala 3 -
Dangerous pronises - -
Miacellaﬂenuﬂ nuisances 4 -
fats and lice Destruction
nmber of rodent operatives employed 1 part time
nunber of premises treated « dwelling
houses 24
- other
premises 24§
Are there any serious reserveirs of rats in
the district? Mo
Atmospheric pollution
nuaber ol visits 0
number of nuisances found 0

R By



FACTORIES ACT, 1937 to 1959

PART I of the Act = Inspections for purpcses of provisions
28 to health

[ | — T R Bl B S e s . o s i oo o 8 s,

, Number e Number of
i on Inspections Written, Gmcupiarﬂ.
P Eﬂ 1 SG l" & A mir -I 4 * - - = -_'-F:E 1:-'-ntn.e.-+- 'a - B e R R e HE |t-.i-_c;{.u- E } I@Semth}‘

. factonies in which | |
;sccs. e d & 6 aye to | X ‘ 4 0 | 0
| be enforced hy local ] ‘ i | |
;authnritieﬁ : i :

[ e it e i it .-..-.-..-.—-u.-..--.—-.....-...-.l....---.-.-......._..-.-.-.j.._-..--_-_ e
3- Tﬂﬂ i

ies not includ= ; |
Tad in (l} in which uec.: 9 : 16 0 | 0
B
IWhich gec, 7 18 enfor aﬁi 0 ! (0] : 0 ; 0
J__-m__-_m-*..._H-pr____m,wr_+__"h++§

| 7 is enforced by the [ !

» other premises in ! , |
L by the loecel authority , ' :
| .

| TOTAL fo R« S o a0

i i i |
T —— = T T T T T T T R e T Y P ]

= ——

Cases in which defects were found

; L £ oA T Nuamoer of cases in  Humber of cases;
Particulars which defects were  in which pros-

U Found . Hemedied ! ecubbnawere inas.
Want of cleanlinea - - : -

sanitary convenicnces i=-
Insufficient -
Unsuitablec o defective 1 - ' -

1

|
! |
! |
- i -

ot separate Tor scxes - - . - :
t Other offences gczainat the ' E
i | | [l
| ach 2 2 i - 1
! L =2 L R R e I T R N " ol --ll - - . - - & O W W e T R e - L IL} — = — bl B 2 -I"“'ﬂ-!-‘—ﬂ—}
1 POTAL 5 2 ; . |
| . | |
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