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J00DHALL SPA URBAN DISTRICT CCURCIL

PR T I i Repaort
o 2154 the
Medical Offlcenr of Heal

PUELIC EEALTH OFFICERS OF THE CQUNCIL

Medical Officer of Hesalth

S.A. O'HAGAN, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Sanitery Inspector

N.R. BOLTON, ii.8.T.As, A,ReS,I. (Resigns -
December, 1955)

The sMedical Officer of Health serves slaso Horncastle
Urban and Rursl Districta znd as asgsistant County
Medical Officer.

The Sanitary Inspector also holds the zppointments of
Surveyor and Water Engineer.

The Highweys, Sewerage and Public Health Committees deasl
with the mazjority of the Public Heslth matturs although a
scparate Weter Committee end Parks and Plesying Fields
Committee deal with water supplies and swimming beths.
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The Council of the Urban District of Woodhall Spa

Mr. Cheirman &nd Members,

Bira?

I have pleasure in presenting my snnual report
for 1854.

Progress in certaln directions has been frustratingly
slowed by Minlsterisl delays - doubtleszs part of a well-
ordered ascheine of priorities but not well enough

understood by the lesy people to prevent their levelling
their criticisms at the Councill.

Good progress hes been mede with hownsing and 19585
will see the coupletion of the Council's present
housing progremme. Slum clearence will not be & major
problem in Woodhall Sps and no vast effort, as fore-
shadowed elsewhere will be required.

Water and sewage undertaktings heve served their
purpose reasgonably sstisfactorily but nelther hes sny

reaerve for ¢lther emergency or expsnsion, and extenslion
schemesa are 1n hand for both.

I am, 3irs,
Your obedlent Servent,

A Bl

Medical Officer of Heelth.
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STATISTICS

AREA OF URBAN DISTRICT: 1874 acres
REGISTRAR GUNERAL'S MID-YEAR ESTIMATE
OF RESIDENT FOPULATION: 2130
DENSITY OF POFULATION: 1.12 persona per escre
NUMBER OF INHABITED DUELLINGS:
Houses 574
Flats 51
Tewporary Dwellings, Caravans, ete. 5
RATEABLE VALUD OF URBAN DISTRICT: £13 ,261.
SUM REPRESENTED BY PENNY RATE: £50,

VITAL STATISTICS

BIRTHS
Live Births
Legitimete Male 14
; Female 15
29
Illegitimate : Ak

Crude live birth rate per
thousand estimated population 15.8

Standardized live birth rate
per thousand estimsted population 18.2

Live birth rate, LEnglend and
Walcs 15.5.

There were no still-births during the year,

There has been a2 sherp rise in births ettributable
to the Spa in 1954 and, if this 1s continucd, 1t may reflect
inercasing confidence of the population. It must be
empheslzed, however, thet the numbers of potentisl
mothers is so smell theat wide yeer to year fluctuatlons
must be cxpected.
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Taking the two quinquenis 1945 -« 1949 and 1950 -
1954 the everago numbers of births have remsined
cloae to 24 a year, being 24.6 per annum in the Pirst
quinguenium ond 25.4 in the second.

DEATHS
Male 16
Femele 25
41
Crucde death rate per thoussand
estimated population 18.2

Stenderdized desth rate per
thonzand estimeted population 12.5

Death rate, Ingland and Wales
per thousind estimsated
population 11 .5

Age at Death

Tnder 75 &
Years 1 1/4 5/14 15/24 25/34 35/4 45/54°55/64 65/74 Ovor
Deeths 1 O 1 45 0 1 0 4 11 22

T ol
total 2.4 (9] 2.4 2.4 0 24 Q 8.8 EE'B 551'?
1954

The death of the child under one year was due to
congenitel defect. The other ceusces of death at ages
under 65 ycars werei-

Cordio Vascular diseasse
Lymphadonoma

Acecidental Drowning
Nephrlitis

(NESESIS

i




oW TR Y




The age distribution of deaths does not differ
greatly from formmer yeéars although the number of deaths
increases alightly. This can only be expected with en
aging population. Local enquiry mey give the Council
valuasble Informetion relative to its future poliey for
housing, etc, for the homes vacsted by these deaths will
be ecquired elther by young, productive, znd reproductive
people or, perhaps by more clderly persons scoon to ratire.

It 1s interesting to note thet that 1f the 8 deaths
in the under 65 sge group ore regerded a3 zcecidental in the
gers¢ that modicel sclonce may be expected to provent the
majority of these before long, then the mean age desth is
79 years, Including 22 whose mean age at death waa 85 years.

The occurance of two sulcides is regretteble and
suggests thet there may be oppervunities for more voluntary
gocial work smongst the e¢lderly. Consldersble facllitiecs
for their welfarc do elready exist, but so often one
finds older people who have dropped out of contact with
friends end rclaetives and who need bringing back to the
gsoclal circle. This is = field in which no expenditure of
public money cen compensate for the personal scrvice
of voluntary sccizl workers,
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Causes of Death as shown in the Rigistrar General's short list

Short
List HNo.

1.
2

O2.

95 .
Sd.
35,
56.

Cause of Death

Tuberculosiz, Respiratory

Tuberculosis, other

Syphllitlie disease

Diphtheris

Whooping Cough

Keningococeal Infectlion

Aecute Poliomylitis

Keasles

Other infective and Paraasitic
diseases

Melignant Neoplesm, stomach

dalignent Neoplasm, lung, bronchus

kKeliignant Weoplasm, breast

Halimment Neoplasm, uterus

Other Malignant and lymphatic
Neoplasms

Leuksemia, alcukemis

Uleabetes

Vasculer lesions of nsrvous system

Corcnary discese, &ngina

Eypertension with Heart Disease

Other Eeart Disease

Other Circulatory Disease

Influenza

Pneumonia

Bronchitis

Other diseasses of Hespiratory System

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea

Nephritis end nephrosis

Hyperplaais of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion

Congenital melform=ztlions

Other defined and ill-defined
diseases

Motor wvehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homielde and operations of war

TOTAL

el

Male Pemale

Total
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INFECTIOUS DISEASIES

Notification of infectlous diseases during the
year were as follows:-

Whooping Cough Nil
Measles 1
Scarlet Fever 8
Pncumonia 4

Concorn 1s felt over the prominénce of Scerlct
rever amongat the notifications of Infectious discasas.
The congregetion of young children from several villages
In small and not woell heated rooms et Woodhall C.E. 3school
invariably conduccs to the spread of infectious diseases.
Also wherever there are cases of Scarlet Fever, other
stroptocoocal infeetions will be found, of a non=-
notifieble nature, just as contegious end potent for
laating damage to health.

Adequate ventilation will not be secured in winter
without efflcient heating end the Woodlends scction of the
gchool 1s perticulerly poorly hested end ventllated. This
is well known to the ducetion suthority but it is difficult
to 2dvise spending much money on buildings that are basically
unsuited for use es schools.

Nevertheless, allowing for human nature 1t appears
nececascery to have a very efflecient heating aystem for
each clasa room if there iz to be any hope of keeping
windows open to reduce cross infection.

The consplcuous ebsence of measles end whooping
gough is expected In spproximstely slternatec years and
will continue until effective control is obtained by
lmmunization.

The following tables show the vaceInstioms and
immunizations carricd out under the County Council's scheme.

Diphtheria Immunizations

Agé O - 5 yuars 5 - 14 years Boostur Doses
Usuelly & = 14 years
20 0 54
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Smallpox Vacecinations jﬁ

Age under 1 1 - 4 5 - 14 154 Total Yy
Primary - : -
Vaccinations 12 1 0 2 15 o
Revececinetiocns O 0 3 1 4 <4

Whooping Cough Tumunizetions

This 13 only rceccomended 2t ages under 5 yesrs,
Age under 1 14 24 o4 a4 Total
8 10 3 5 1 27

There were £lso two bebies given combined whooping cough
and diphtheria immunizations.

I am gratified on re-reading my remeris in last
yeera! rcport that whooping cough immunization "haed
not ceught on" to scc the grend response which showed
that even os I wrote it hed "ceught on". Since the -
adoption of the combined veceine ageinst both: diphtheria '
end whooping cough rcduces the totcl number of 'pricks!,
and is now being widoly preferred, a further improvement
in the protection state of children mey be expaccted
and within o few years we mey sce whooplng cough as
rarely es diphtheris.

Vaegelination hsa been less in demend followling the
closure of the operstionsl R.A.F. station. It rcemains
vitelly necessery, however, to secure the vacecinstlon of
every chiid.

Immunization ageinst diphtherie remeins 2t the lower
1imit for safety, but the present trend i1s for combination
of this with whooping cough immunizeticn end this meay
help to raise the proportion of safe children.,

Food Poisoning

No cases of food polsoning were reported during the
year but this cenmot be accepted as evidence that none
occurred. Woodhall has & lerge and important cetering
trade end 1t is witel to protect that trede from the
hazard of food polsoning.
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For example, meat entoers Woodhall from several
sources, not all of 1t under my surveillence. In some
neighbouring districts all meat sleughtcered is inspected,
whilst in others, shortage of inspectors precludes this,
end the matter cennot be rectified by the exominstion of
pertions of carceses in butcher's shopa by this Council's
Inspector,

Wet fish tends to be loss menacing since it becomes
offinsive more repidly than 1t becomesa dengeroas. Never-
theless, I loock forwecrd to the displscement of wet=fish
shops by pre-packed quieck frozen fish.

Milk has rccently been inerimineted in spreading
selmonellosis, a perticularly unpleasent food-borne
infection. The outbreck did not to my knowledge involve

Woodhell Sps but it was near enough to werrent considereble

vigilenee to insure thet only properly heat-trcated
milk is given to young children end clso, for thet matter,
to older persons.

The fact that the infucted source wes & high quslity
T.T. supply cmphaslizea what T heve frequently astoated -
only heat treatment, properly controlled together with
scrupulous clecnliness in collecting, transporting end
despatching milk can keep it safe.

NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE

Generel Medicel cnd Nursing Survices

Two doctors, & health visitor and e district nurse
ere based 1n the Spa and there 1s every indicction
thaet the servlce 1a populer snd efficient.

The number of domiciliary births remains the same.
g8 lest year In splte of o considersble inerease in total
births end one inclined to regret the implication that
1ifc is circumscribed by o hospitcl whence one is relessed
and whither one returns.

Breast feeding is less usual after a hospital
confinement ernd its fellure 1s frequently the precursor
of meny physieal and montel illnesses,

Health Se¢rvices of the County Councll

An Infent Weclfare Centre has now boen started in the
Cormmity Centre and slthough sttendance figures are not
availeble, there 1s reason to have confidence in 1its
populsrity end usefulneas. The other clinlc services at

Horncastle remein available to the resldoents of the Spe, as

in previous years.
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Clinie Day and Time Place Attendancd

INFANT WELFARE |2nd & 4th WIDNESDAY |WQODHALL SPA CASUAL
AT 10 A.M.

Infant Welfare (lst, 3rd & 5th Horncastle Casusl
Tuedsay et 2 p.m.

Ante-natal lst, ord & bth Horncigtle Casual
Tueadey at 10&8.m,

Ophthalmic ;
Orthopacdie % By appointment
)

Dental

Appointments for children of achool 2gC and under fre
mede elther by the Maternlty end Chilld #elfare Officer,
the School Maedical OfTicer or the fomily doctor and in
wdech case both the family doctor and the County kediceal
Officer's staff réccelve coplcs of Specisllists Rouports, so
thet 2ll mey work together. It is found, however, that
where & child is seen by a Speclalist at the requcst of
the femlly doctor, there are a few lepses where inconvénleénce
13 causcd by non=reccipt of the report by the School Medical
Officer.

Fetional Asslstance fict, 1948, Scetion 47.

No action was taken undor this act'during the year.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTARCGES OF THE URBAN DISTRICT

Weter Supply

The domestic demend continues to rise from an sverage

of £0,000 galiong per dey three or four years ago to a present
level which, with urgsnt cconomy notices out, rarely

falls below 100,000 gallons per dey.
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1954 gave a cloudy summer with frogquent replenishment
of supply so that it was only in the latc sutumn theat eny
anxicty wes felt for the adeguecey of the source.

Quality was well meinteinced on the town supply -;
but cleoctrolytic continues to cause enxicty. The mains e
which had becn sattackcd previously may now be mors steble, &

but iron bzcterie 2lrcady in the meln cen continue to corrcde
it where iron or steel mains arc used, 30 that ocecesionel
burstas will continue to ocecur.

The provision of water on en inereasing scele
may before long involve the Councll in some considersble
works, for the catchment erea i1s something of an uncertiin
guentity and only 15 days supply is avellable from s toresge.
It 13 possible &t & smell cost to double the storasge
capaclty and it would be posaiblc to divert some 40,000
gallona per day at prescnt supplled to the ReD.Cs to the
use of the Spa, but it is doubtful whether much further
Inecreesé could be obteined.

Sewage Disposal

Fortun. hes fevoured the Council end the works did
not become toterlly unserviceesble, and suthority has beéen
obteined for the rebullding of the second fllter bed.,
This should releive much enxiety, elthough with increesing
flow, end no bed avell:sble for adoguete sltemetion, 1t will
remgin urgent to procecd with the schome 23 soon g3 possible.

Publie Clesnsing end Secavenging

A new vehicle has besen put into service and only staff
difficulties have alowed up refusc collection. Thore
ia still considcereble rocm for more co-opuretion by
householders in burning screps of food which render thelr
bins offonsive to themselves, snd the men~snd which attract
rets to the tip.

Swimming Pool

Tho yoear's oporation wes marred ty en unfortuncte
fetellty. This lnevitably invites speculation whether
hod it been possible to meintaln cleor visibllity
to the bottom, the boy might heve been got out in time
for artificial resperation to be effective,
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The growth of slgee In the pool 1s inevitable
when the weether is fine, and its control by ccpper

sulphate has been alluded to in esrlicr reports, but any major

achems of lmprovement, sa for exemple to stteupt to
circulete the water onge in four hours as generally
recommiended, would involve a very considerzble capital
expenditure.

Consideration should, however, be given to the
employnent of & competent swimmer in or ncar the bsths
whilst all should have some knowledge of first zid to the
apperently drowned.

FOOD
lieat

Following the decontrol of mecat in July, butchers
werse free to buy on the hoof or on the hook, in any
market or privately and a limlited nurber of slaughterhouses
were licenced by neighbouring suthorities, No slzughtering
is licenced in Woodhall Sps.

It will be seen thirefore, that unless the meat
inspector of the esuthorlity in whose srec the enimal wes
killed, hed suitably marked the carcesc, thore is now
no indication of where or when the animel wes killed end
inspectad,.

Adequate protection for the meat in transzit is
necessary snd 1t is bad to sce & side of beef lylng on the
floor of & van unwrapped. Aetion will have %o be tsken
to enmre thet these aspects of food hygiene fre attended
to. A Sanitary Inspector/Surveyor has little <enough time
to observe such matters end no unofficsisl tasks should be
required of him, '

Meat Froducts

None were made in the Spe. No complaints or bad
gamples were recelved. In 1955 one butcher has sterted
sausage meking and the business was sold out of local
control.

Tee Cream

Sompling presents some difficulty in £s much as
its velue depunds upon the very rapld delivery of specimens
to the Laboratory in Lincoln. However, no ssmple was
lower than Grade II,
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QOther Foodstuffs

I have again to report that there 1s no record of
inspections carricd out by the Senitary Inspector.

No foodstuffs have been surrendcred for disposal.
Theae atatements in the Sanlitery Inspecetor'a report do
lesa than justice both to khim snd to the tredes people.

Mr. Bolton's help and advice 1s so reedily aveilesble
that formel inspcections becoms unnccossary.

30 far es I am eware, the sbsence of surrcndered
foodstuffs rupresents & real lunprovement in the standard
of checking bulk supplics to loecel reteilers so that, in
fact, there 1s no unfit food to warrant formel condemnation,

Housing

A further 15 houses werc completed during the year,
comprising 9 Council Houses and & Private oncs, compared
with 12 and § in 1553.

Housing Survey

A preliminery estimate of the number of houses likcly
to require complets replacemcnt within the next five yuers
is only sbout a dozen,.
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REPCRT OF WORK DONE BY SANITARY IN3PECTOR
DURING TEE YEAR

TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES ERECTZID DURING THD YEAR 15

(1) By Local Authority g
(11) By other Locsl Authorities -
(i1ii) By other Bodies or Persons 6

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSTS DURING THES YZAR

(1)(a) Total number of houses inspected for housing
defects (under Fublie Health or Housing Acts) 33

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 39

(2)(a) Nuuber of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspucted
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Rerulations, 1925 o

(b) Numbsr of inspeetions madeé for the purpose o

| Number of houses found to be in & state
80 dangerous or injurious to heslth s2s to
be unfit for humen hebitation -

(4) Number of houscs (exclusive of those referrcd
to under the preceding sub-head) found not
to be In =811 respecis ressonsbly fit for
habitation -

REREDY OF DEFLECTS DURING TEL YEAR WITEOUT SLRVICE OPF
FOREAL NOTICES

Humber of houases rendered fit in conscruence
of informal actlion by the loeczl suthority
or their officers i k

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING Tl YLAR

(a) Procsedings under Seections 9 & 10 of the
Housing Act, 1956 :=~

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
wihich Notices were served requiring
repeirs

i 7 B







(2) Number of dwelling-houscs which were
rendered fit after service of informel
notices:=

(2) by Ownera = (b) by Locel Authority

(b)Proceedings under Public Heelth fActs :-

(1) ¥umber of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notlces were served requiring
defects to be remedied

(2) Number of houzes in which dufects . ere

remedied after services of formal notices:-

(a) by Owner = (b) by Locel Authority

(c)Proccedings under Sections 11 & 13 of the
Housing kety 1936 :-

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made

(2) Number of dwelling-houscas demolished in
persuance of Demolition Orders

(3) Fumber of dwelling-houses subject to
undertakings or Closing Orders

(d)Proceedings under Sections 12 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :=

(1) Fumber of separate tenements or
underground roocms in respect of which
Closing Orders were mede

(2) Number of scparate tenements or under=-
ground rooms in reapect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or roocms having been rendered

(e)Proceedings under Sections 25 & 26:=

(1) Number of Cleersnce Orders made

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolisted
in persusnce thereof
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HOUSING ACT, 1936 - PART IV - OVLRCROWDING

(a)(1i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the
end of the year

(ii)Number of femilies dwelling therein

(11i) Number of perdons dwelling therein

(b)Number of new cescs of overcrownding reported

during

(e)(1) Nurber of cases of overcrowding relieved

dur

(11 )Number of persons concerned in such cascs

the year

ing the yesr

(d)¥umber of housen egsin overcrowded after

being p
HOUSING ACT,
(2)¥umber
(b)Number

(e¢)Number

reviously rclieved

1549

of eapplications for granta
of grants made

of applications for grants

Local Authority

HMOVABLL DWELL
Nymber of sit

INGS, TENTS, VANS, etc.

¢ licences

Number of individual licences
Number of lnspections during ths year -

1

Number of contraventions remedicd

FOOD PRIMISES

Bokehouses

Number in dis

triect

Humber of inspections

Number of ocon
Defects remed

traventions
ied

- 15 =

received

made by

S8ites
Dwellings

14
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hiilk Supplies

Humber of distributors on negister:-
Sterilized
Pasteurised
Tuberculin Tested
Non-Designated

Number of samples of milk taken in course of
delivery (other than baeteriological)

Number of inspections of dairy premises

Fumber of contraventions remedied
Ice Cream

F¥umber of manufacturers on register
Number of premises licenced for sale of ice cream
Humber of inspectlona of premiscs made
Nuomber of contraventions found
Humber of semples taken
Grade X
Grade IT
Grade III
Grade IV

Meat Products

Number of premises licenced for mesnufacture of
meat products

Number of inapections made

Number of contraventions found

Other Pood Pramises

Number of inspections
Nomber of contraventions found
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UNSOUND FOCD (Carcases inspected end condemned)

No carcascs were inspected or condemncd in thls ares
doring the year.

OEER FOODS CONDENNID.

Hﬂﬂa-

PRAINAGE AND SCVERAGE

Closets

Tumber of houses with privy veults in district 4

lumber of houses with pail closets in district 11

Number of pail closets repsired -

Fpmbar of water-closcts substituted for dry e
receptacles - |
Humber of houses with water-closets in district 609 A
Humber of water closets repeired 3 !

Sewerag &nd eweraege Dispossl

New lengths of sewer laid -
New sewege dispossl works provided at -
Detslls of improvements to existing works -
Any pert of tie distriet urgently requiring

public sewers and/or treatment works for publi.c

health reasons lo
Drains

Drains exemined, tested, exposed, ete, 19
Drains unstopped, repeired, ete. 3
Ceespools

Cesspoels cmptied, cleansed, ete. -
Ceaspools abolished -

WATLR SUPPLIES

New sources of supply = public -
New sources of supply - private -
Number of supplics closed ss polluted -

;|
|

Humber of houses supplied from public meins - on preus 601
- stendpipe %
Number of houses supplied from private sources
- on premises 1
- not on premises 1
iny part requiring & public =supply or the regacement
of & public supply for health ressons No

- 18 =
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Numbsr of semples taken for chemical examination -
Hymber of semples teken for bactcriologicel
examination:- Cl. I - 11; Cl. II - 1;

GENLRAL

Offengive Trades

Nusber of premises in district
Number of iInspections
Contraventions of byelews
Contreventions remedied

A B R |

KEnackéra Yerds

Fumber licenced =
Number of Inspections -
D.fects Remedied -

Shops Act, 1950.

Number of shops inspected 43
Contraventions remecied -

Disinfection ete.

Rooms disinfected (ordinary infectious diseeses) 1

(tuberculosis) =
Rooms stripped snd cleansed -
Number of premises disinfested -
House rcfuse
Number of premises from - hich refuse is collected 837
Frequency of collections 7 = 10 daya
Method of disposal Controlled

tipping
Is this satisfactory? Yes
Ia collection by Local Authority or by contract? L.A,.
Fuisences
After informel

Details of nulssnce intimstion
Smoke Nil
Accumulation of refuse 1
Foul ditches, ponds and stagnant water Nil
Fowls, pigs and other enimals Nil
Dampness o
Drainage )
Other nuisances 15
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Rats and lMice Destruction

Munber of Rodent Operatives employed 1l pert time

Number of premises trested (dwelling-houses) 1k
(other premiscs) 5

Are there any serious reservolra of rats in the

district? Noe.

PACTORIES ACT, 1836 & 1948

Inspections for purposes of provislons ss to health
(Includirz inspections made by Senitery Inspcetor).

Fremises No. on Nunker of !
Register ‘ritten | Occuplers
Inapections | Fotieced | Prosecuted

(1) Factories in
hich aections 1,
yo,4 & 6 are to
e enforced by
ocal Aunthoritics 2| 5 N1l Nil

(11) Pectories

not included in (1)
in which Sect.

is enforced by the
Local Authority 9 23 s ) Mil

(111) Other
premlses in which
Sﬂﬂti r'r. 1s
enforeced by Local
Authority Nil Nil Nil Nil

TOTAL ! 10 =8 i Nil Nil
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Cases in which defects were found

Premises

Fumber of caszses in which
defects were found

ound Remedied

Inspector

Referred
To H.M,

By H.K.
Inspector

Humber of
cazes in
which
prodecutions
waere
inatituted

Want of
clecanliness

Overcrowding

iinreasoneable
tomporature

Inzdequs te
Ventilation

Ineffective
idreinage of
floars

Senltary

Jdnsuffic-
ient
b.unsuitable
or defective

atc for sexes

Other offen-
ceg, ate,

Conveniences:

-lc.not separ- |
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