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To the Chairman and Memberas,
Woodhall Spa Urbsn District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Mrs Flury and Members,

In presenting the statutory annual report of jyour
Medical Officer of Health, I must offer some explanation
for the delay beyond the usual date of publication. A=
you are aware, my predecessor left the distriet and it
was for me to discover for mysclf what metters had affe-
cted the health of the district during the ysar and to
offer my comments upon them, It would not have been wise
to have attempted this withont some first<hand experience
of the district, and this is not quickly obtained.,

Flgures speak for themselves, but not wnfortunstely,
always truthfully, and the statistics for 20 small a pop-
nlation have to be carefully considered before they can be
used es ay basls for discussion.

Certaln matters do, hovever arise from the statistical
seetion of thils report,

It will be seen that pneumonia noetificationa are sone
ten times as frequent In Woodhall 3pa as in Horncaatle, but
before rushing to the conclusion that thc Spa was @
deadly place, it would be neccasary tp think very much further.
Firstly "pneumonid' is not a clear=cut disease like measles
and ita course is so much modificd nowadays by treatment that
it 13 often, in fact, ahborted at a atage in which a con=
scientious doctor is hard préssed to say whether in faet
it was an actual pneumonisa,

Other factors, too, had to be considered - whether
there was any real difference in the age distribution
of the population between the two towns, or whethor the
climate wea affepted algnificantly by the number o trees

in the Spa. In the end, although a ten-fold disparityinnotificatims
occurs, it may well be of little significances Obviously, though,

investigati ons will have to continue,.

Quite a lot of space has been devoted to water-supply,
and much of the statistical work appeara to reflect badly
upon the Spa.

Reflection again, however, shows that the majority
of small towns or villages of thils slze have no supply
to be criticised, or have benefittedby recent developments
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and Installed a brand new system, These statistics
unfortunately give no credit to the men who, sixty yeaDls
ago, when few towns many times the szize of ti: 3pa were
water-conscious, installsd a sound modern scheme which
remains generally adequate todeay. It is in the nature
of iron to rust, and maintenance is neceszary and costs
money = & great deal of money at the present time, At
the seme time rescarch proceeds and ashestosecement
mains are being used to replace cast iron. As far as we
know at present, this will solve many difficulties but
perhaps in sixty years our successors will Imow whzt now
ones we shall have left for them to solve,

A similar situation existas iIn regard to scwage dlaposal
= that we have difficultles, and that we are able to deal
with them is common knowledge - but we are not justified
in oritiecising the far-seeing men who, many ysars ago provs=
ided the 3pa with o aystem that compsred well with any in
country, becauae efter a life time of 24-~hours aday work
replacements mnd repairs fall due and changes in national
habits result in a2 great incrcase in volume of acwage to
be dealt with.

It is fashionable too, to complain of the state of
Church of England schools and to compare them with the
modérn County Council buildings. Nevertheless, it was
upon the experience of the Church in designing schools
in the 19th century that the Ieeal Authoritles architects
were able to design their improvements.

The health of the children attending the Church of
Englend school in Woodhall Spa does not appear in any way
inferior to thoae lucky cnough to have brsnd new sclhools,
although it must be admitted that the task of the teachers
is cased by more adequate bulildings and that shortage
of space and staff renders it especially difficult to deal
with the backwerd pupill.

I cannot conclude my introductory letter without
‘thenking you, Mr. Chairman, and all members of the Council,
and all the officers of t he Council for their help
whilat T have been your ledical Offiger.

Yours faithfully,

I %3 f { AR
Al .'!"Jtﬂ"f

Medical Officer of Health
s







STATISTICS
AREA OF URBAN DISTRICT: 1874 acres.

REGISTRAR GENERAL'S WMID-YEAR ESTIMATE OF RESIDENT POPULATION :

. . 1,978
DENSITY OF POPULATION : 1.05 persons per acre.
NUMBER OF INEABITED FOUSES: (PERMANENT) 532

(CARAVANS ETC.) 4

(FLATS) 29
SUM RTPRESENTED BY PENNY RATE: £48

RATEABLE VALUE OF URBAN DISTRICT: £12,143

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births

1950 1951
Legitimate Males 12 > 12
Females o s T
29 19
e
Illegitimate Males = -
Females 1 -
s =
Total Live Births 30 19
Crude live Birth Rate per
thousand Estimated Population 15.66 G.61

- ol e







1950 1951

Standardised live Birth Rate per
Thousand Eatimated Population. 18.00 11,72

Live Births. pep Thousand Population
England and Wales 15.8 15.5

8till Births

" Males i
Females i & -

The total number of still-births is s0 small that 1t

is unwarrantable to make comparisons with other figures,
except in so far as it affects the total birth rste.

Total Birth Rate per thousand

Estimated Population 16.18 9.61
Standardlsed Total Birth Rate per
Thousand Estimated Population 19,74 11.72
Deaths
Males 14 15l
Females 18 .14
35 . 29

Crude Death Rate per
Thousand Estimated Population 17 .23 12.64

Standardlsed Death Rate per
Thousand Estimated Population 12.39 9,10

Death Rate per Thousand Population
England and Wales 11.6 12,5
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Age at Death, 1951,

cars l 1 !
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Premature Deaths

Causes of Death at ages under 65 years:
Cancer of Uterus
Nephritis
Coronary Disease

P Accident

I I & I =

Influenzal Pneumonia

Maternal Mortallty

No maternal death has occurred in the present
serles of records, since prior to 1944, This is extremely
satisfactory.

Death Rates of Infants under 1 year of age.

No death haa occurred during the yezr, and only 3 amongst
the 125 children born in 1947 - 19E51l.

A valid death rate for the present year cannot be calculated
but over the 5 years the rate will have wvelidity and is glven.

1947 - 1951
Death Rate of infants under 1 yesr
of age per thousand live births. 24 .4
Death Rate of infants under 1 year
of age per thousand live births,
England and Wales 29.6
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It will be noticed that 13 deaths of a total of 25 are
recorded as due to disesses of the heart amd eirculation.
Review of the ages at death of these cases shows, however,
that in all cesea but one the diaease had appearsd only after
the full span of 1life had been accomplished., Many of these
cages would in other times end othsr places have been class-
ified simply as "old ege™. There is thus no genuine increase
in heart or circunlatory diasease.

INFECTIOUS DISL!SES

Disease Number of Cases Deaths, 1951
1950 1951
Tuberculoais 1 1 ~-
Erysipelas 1l 1 s
Measles { 50 16 -
Pneumonia e 20 -
Scarlet Fever 2 2 -
Whooping -Cough 56 12 -
411 others - 2 =
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Cauae.

Short List.

of Death &8s shown in the Registrar General's

Short

List

1.
2
S
4.
5.
6.
7
8.
9.

10,
11,

12,
15,

14,

15,
16,
17.

18.
19.
20.
21 .
22,
23.
E"J:r
25,
26.
27,
28,
29.
o0,
Sl
OS2,
95 e
54 .

35,
56,

No. Ceuses of Death

Tuberculosis, respiratory

Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococcal infections

Acute Poliomylitis

Measles

Other infective and parssitic
diseases

Malignant neoplaam, stomach

Malignant neoplasm, lung,
bronchus

Mallgnant neoplasm, breast

Malignant neoplasm, uterus

Other malignent & lymphatic
neoplasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous
gystem

Coronary disease, angina

Hypertension with heart disease

Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease

Influenza

Fneumonia

Bronghitis

Males

el R B Rt S |

=1
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1 1 00] G

Other diseases of respiratory system=

Ulcer of atomach & duodenum

Gastritis, enteritis & diaphoes
Nephritis & nephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostrate
Pregnancy

Uongenitai malformations
Other deflned & ill-defined disesses
Motor vehicle accidents

211 other accidentsa

Suicide
Homicide & operations of war

childbirth, abortion

1 Hr1r =

Femalecs
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The ingidence of whooping cough end measlcs follows a

reguler cycle, and in the case of Woodhall Spa this is
illustrated by the graph below,
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Review of other infectious disesses over the period
1959 = 1961 shows little of significance, since their

S phounonia.  The Tovilostions of bhls isedse areEEBEtteq

below for the years 1946 - 1951 and Horncastle Urban and
Rural districts sre shown for comparison,

Year Woodhall 3Spa Hornecastle Hormeastle
-TU.D. U.D. R.D.
1946 6 5 18
1947 9 1 8
1948 ) 1 10
1949 3 2 13
1950 22 2 151
1951 20 4 18
Total for € years 65 15 78
1951 Population 1,978 3,805 15,230

Mean annual

incidence of

Pneumonia per 5¢5 0.6 1.0
Thousand Ist=

imated Population

. The excessive rate for Woodhall Spa is partially accounted
for by a high proportion of cases of influenzal pneumonia.

“he sbsence af any mortality in the last 2 years is suggestive
that many of these cases may have been of virus origin. Virus
pneumonia first came into prominence during the 1939 - 19456
war in epldemic forme It is an unplessant 1llness, but death
or serious after-effects are very rare, Not much is certainly
known of 1ts manner of spread, but it would aecem that the
congregation of large numbers of people in lll-ventilated
places, eapeclally in inclement weather, may play a part, as
also may any inefficiency of cleansing of communal cutlery,
crockery and glasswarc.
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Protection against infectious diseases

i Diphtheria immunization 1s maintained at a satisfactory
level, the numbers of children under £ years of sge who have
been immunized in each recent yezr showing a clese correlation
with the births during the preceding - year. There has been
only one case of diphtheris in the urban district since 1939.

In view of the crowded state of the C of E achool, this reflecects
satisfactorily upon the state of immunity of the school populat-
ion,

Smallpox Vaceination.

The overall vaccination state of the children of Woodhell
8pa 1s much leazs satlisfectory, although 1t compsres very
favourably with thet in other psrts of the County.

0f the 19 children born during the year, 12 had been
vaccinated by the yeasrs end.

Table of Births, Vaccinations and Immunizations agsinst

Diphtheris
Yeer Births Children under Vaccinated
5 years
immunized,
1944 41 61 )
)
1945 23 93 )
) Figures
1946 26 92 ) not
) Available
1847 32 134 }
1948 1T 52 )
1949 25 24 14
1950 30 26 16
1951 1¢ o6 24
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It wlll be seen from this table that in 1944 - 1947
the number of children immunized considerably excesded the
birtha. This was the result of the intensive campaign by the
then Medical Officer of Health, Dr. G.A.W. Neill, by which the
immunization rate for the whole of his dlstrict rose to well
over 70%, at which level it haa remained.

Protection against Whooping Cough snd Measles.

It 18 not usual to provide immunization as a routine,
but trials of a vaccine againat whooping cough, carried out
by the Medical Rescarch Council, have shown some success,
and although not of the dramstic nature of diphtheria lmmunlzat-
ion, it ias now widely precticed by some doctors.

In the case of meesgles, permanent immunity cen be conferred
only by an actual attack of the disesse, but thec a tack may be
modified cr totally prevented by an injection of serum
ghortly after exposure to the Infection. If the attack is
prevented, the chlild is likely to develop the dissase in the
next eépildemic a year or two later, HNeverthelesa, in the case
of very young or delicats children who have been exposed to
infectlion, parents should consult thelr doctor as to the
adviaability of pestponing or modifying the ineiplent attack.

GENERAL HEALTH STRVICE

With the exception of the Home Help Serviece, every branch
of the General *ealth Services have operated satisfactorily.

The Home Help Service 1s barely existent in the Urban District.
When it is considercd how invaluable this service is to ensure
ireedom from domesatlie worrles and dependence on the charity
of friends and relatives during convalescence from illness

or chlldbirth, and the ever incressing use belng made of the
gervice clsewhere, 1t iz deplorable that thiree years after the
scheme was scheduled to begin, so little progress has buen
made in Woodhall Spa.

It ia perhaps not widely known that where friends or
relatives of the patient are willing to undertake the work
they will usually be enrolled by the Jounty Council as members
of the Eome Help Service, and paid by the gounty Council
according to thelr scale. In other aress many Helpers have
entered the Serviee by this means and have continued helping
others and finding new plessure themselves, long efter the
original case has recovered.

nlE-







National Asslstsnce Act 1948, Sect. 47.

No case under this sectlion came to the notliece of your

Medical Officer during the year.
f

Sanitery Circumstences of the Urban District.

Water Supply.

The surface water from sandy uplands elothed in heather

supplies the town, and is also supplied to an area of Eorncastle

Rurel Distriect In the vacinity of Tattershall and Coningsby.

The water 1s extremely soft, slightly acid, and shows

of the
plumbosolvency, Horncastle Rural District Council discontinued
thelr use of the source until the solveney had becn controlled,
Apparstus was to be installed in the supply equipment for the
Rural District to eliminate plumbosolvency and the apparatus

plumbosolvent action. Following the disctvery

vas in fact supplied in Auguat 1952,

The town water supply, which ghowed, a2t the time of
examination, a lower degree of plumbosolvency was not treated,

on account of the initlal capital cost of the equipment required.
In view of the nown corrosive action of these waters upon pipes,
and the poor state of many of the supply pipes, it sppears that

1t may in the long run be cheaper to install alkallizing plant

rather than to suffer further corrosion of the cast-iron pipes, 4
irrespective of the possible danger to health from plumbosolvency.

The bacterioclogical quality of the water wass tested upon

numerous occaslons and at various points along the distribution

syatem,.

The reports on the bacteriological quallty ere appended.,

Class I (very satisfactory)
Clasas IX (satisfectory)
Class ITI (suapicions)

Class IV (unsatiasfactory)

43
14

6
12

Samples taken from the water works showed Class 1 results
on 8 occasliona and Class II on the remaining 2 occasions,

showing that the water 1s normally satisfsctory

o i

at that polnt.
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Samples taken in EHornecastle Road were also sstisfactory,
as were those from the Council Offices, (except 1, Class I??
but at points further down the distrlibution system an inecreas-
ing proportion of suspiciouns end unsatisfactory samples were
reported. !

The chlorinating apparztus st the water works is not
controlled in its rate of supplying chlorine by the rate of
flow of water, so that the dosing has to be controlled by hand
whilst the pumps are running and any inequalities in rate of A
dosing are, to some extent, smoothed out in the storage
reservolr on Horncastle Road which holds two days normal

3upply. :

It is evident from the lower grade samples from the distsl bl
paerts of the distribution that dificulty is experienced in -
meintaining a chlorine residuum throughout the system. It =
would asppear that the failure to maintain a shlorine residuum 1is i
connected with growth of iron organisms in the main, these being 248
harboured by the corrosion of the pipe and bhick lining of ¥
scale. Thus the sterilization of the water is tied up with
the metal-solvency of the water, and the two matters should g
be considered tozether. oA

In 1252, Messrs. Wallasce & Tiernan advised the Council o
upon suitable plant for chlorinating&alkalizing both the supplies, =
and plant was instslled for the Rural District supply¥, but not Poscs
the town supply. X

Sewage Dlsposal g
During 1951 the town*s sewers and dispesal plent continued

to operate satisfactorily, although it was reported that each

morning the sewage in the collecting chember had "backed up" the

sewer to a considerable distance, thus preventing thelr belng W wly

gelf-cleansing. The pumps were able to dispose of the ha

accumulationa during the day and the sewage plant was able to s
provide a satiafactory effluent, in which 1t was nd ed, small

fishes of the Byll-head speciss were able to live.

The two fllter beds, whose walls have shown increasingly
ﬁﬁveiedfranks, continued to operate during the year without
Ireal=C00Wwr .

The bed nearest the road did, however, collapse in 1952
and 1t must be admitted that the liklihood of the other also
collapaing is very considerable,

- 14 -




I T S o gf a5

L

':I

bl i
JI'
A
&
h.-J
.
|
:¢I
-

L



Public Cleansing.

Regunlar weekly collection of refuse was malntained
and disposal was to the tip in Green Lane, beside the sewage
disposal plant. It would be desirable to improve the protection
of the refuse from the flles and vermin, but soil for cover
has been difficult to obtailn.

Street cleanliness has been very much before the gouncll
and the activities of litter-bugs have wasted much men-power.

Swimnminz Pool, Jubllee Park.

No difficulties were experienced in maintaining the bresk-
point system of chlorination, although it was nceessary to
operate the plant for a high proportion of the 24 hours, since
thg plant reguires 19 hours to effect a complete change of
weater.

REPORT .OF SANETARY WORK DURTNG TED YEAR :
Total Number of Houses Irected during the year. 12
(1) the Local Authority. =
{E] Ey other Local Authorities 10
{3) By other bodies or persons 2

Inspection of Dwellin-Houses during the year

(1)({a)Total number of dwelling-houses inspectad

for housing defects.(under Public Health é&
or Eousing Acts) 17
(b)Number of inspeotions made for the purpose 23

(2)(a)liumber of dawelling-houses (included under
Sub-head (1) sbove) which were inspected and

recorded under the Housing Consolidated .
Regulations, 1925, -
(b)Fumber of inspections made for the purpose. -

{(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangercus or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation. -

(£) Number of dwelling-houses (execlusive of
those referred to under the preceeding
sub-head) found not to be in all respects

reasonably fit for human habitation. 4

w 15 =~
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IV

s i 00 Reme%x of defects during the wvear without
service or formal notices

No. of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit In consequence of informal action by
the Local Authority or thelr O0fficers. 2

Aptlion under Statutory Powers during the Year

(a) Proeceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 36 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :-

(1) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs. -
(2) No. of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after services of formal noticesi-
(a) By owners -
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners -

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:i=-
(1) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to
be remedied. -
(2) No. of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service o formal
noticess:=
(sa) By owners -
(b} By Local Authority in default of owners., -

(c) Proceedings under sections 11,}2& 13 of the
*  Housing Act, 1936;- =

C(4) Proceedings under Sections 25 & 26:=- -

Housing Act, 1936, = Overcrowding

(a) (1) No. of dwcllings overcrowded at the end of

the year. 2

(II) No. of families dwelling therein. 2

(III) ¥o. of persons .dwelling therein. 20
(b) No. of ncw ceses of overcrowding reported

during the year. -

(¢) (I) No. of cases of overcrowding relieved

during the year. 5t

(II) Wo. of persons concerned in such cascs -
(a) No. of houses agein overcrowded after being

previocusly relleved. -

ST
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Vi

VIL

VIII

(a)

(b)
(c)

Housing Achb, 1945,

No. of appllicatlions for grants
reccived. -

No. of grants made. : i

lios of applicetions for grﬂnts
mede by Local Authority. -

Moveable Dwellings, Tents, Vans Etec.

No. of site licences 5
Yo. of individual licences. 5
No. inspected during year - 3Sites 10

- Dwallingsﬁﬂ
lio. of contraventions remedied.

FOOD PRIGILSES.

Balkehouses
No. in distriet 2
No. of inspections 27
¥o. of contraventions -
Defects remedied -

control of milk supplies

Nos. of distributors on reglster 4
No. of dairies on reglster 2
No., of inspections of deirics. 24

Coentreventions remedled
No. of mllk samples taken -~ Satlafactory 1
- Tsail afact ory =

Ice Cream and Meat Products.

lNos of manufacturers (a) Iece creanm ]
(b) Keat products. -
Ng. of premises registored for sale of

Ice cream S
Yo. of contravention= found =
Wo. of contraventions remedied -
No. of samples of ice cresm taken
Grade I &
Graede I1II 2
Grade III 2
Grads IV 1
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IX Slaughter-fouses

No., on reglater

Fo. of Inspections
Contraventlons of by-laws
Defects Remedied.

1

X Other food premises
No. of inspcctions -
No. of contraventions found . -
Hos of contraventions remedled -

Condemned Foods

TR 18 - 16 oz. tins Libby's Evaporated Milk
1 - 14 1bs. Cooked Honeless Ham in Natural Juice
1l ~3 lba. 6 oz. "DOR" Cooked Shoulder Eam.

Drainage and Sewerage

XII Closets
No. of Houses with privy vaults in
district. 4
No. of houses with pail closects in
district. 115
No. of paill eclosets repaired -
No. of houses wilith water closets in :
district <864
No, of water closets repaired o]
No. of water closets substituted for dry

XIIT Drains etc. Treceptacles

Drains examined, tested, exposed, etc. 7
Drains unstopped, repaired, ete,. e
Waste pipes disconnected, repaired, etc.l

Existing soil plpes, ete. renewed or
repaired -

. -18--







LIV Sewers
New lengths of sewer laild. -

Xv Tenks, Fllter Beds, etc.,

Alteration to sewage disposal works -
Any insdequacy of sewage disposal
works or complaints a3 to amells -

Cesspools
Ceaspools emptied, cleansed, cto., 1
Cesspools abollshed =y
GENERAL
VI Offensive Trades

No. of premises in diastrict
No. of inspectlions
Contraventions of by-laws
Contraventlons remedied

1 111

XVII Enackers Yards
No. licenced -
No, of inspections =
Defects remedied =
XVIII Shopa Aeot, 1950Q.
No. of shops inapected a7
Contraventions remedied 1
XVIV WHater Supply
Wells:new sunk =
Closed ss polluted -
Public Supply: Area Supplied
Mcocnument Road & Misers Row. Part
Percentage of houses internal supply. 97.9%
Communal Supply 8%

Mumber of samples obtained for analyeis

(a) from wells 1
(b) from public supply 62
Any insufficiency anfgwhere -
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xv Disinfection ete.

Rooms disinfected:
Ea; ordinary Infectious disease
Io)

Tuberculosis -

Rooms stripoed and cleansed -

No. of premisecs disinfected -
XVI House Refuse .

No. of housés using dustbins 541

Iz refuse removed by householder or

Public 3cavenger? Public

How frequently 1s refuse removed

Ifrom e=sch honse? Wkly.

No. of complaints of non-removal 3

Kethcd of final disposal Controlled

Are exlisting arsngements for refuse

removal satisfactory? Yes
IVII Hulsances

Total number of nulssancesd during the yearb
(1) Abeted as result of informel
ection by Sanitary Inspector. 5
(2) Reported to Council
Statutory notices issued-
i " not issued-

£y
A
r "
i
A
bk
V 1'*'

-
=
-’

N

Datails of Nuisances abated after informal Intimstion

AL

g

a. Smoke -
bse Accumulation 8f refuse -
cs Foul ditchea and stagnant water =
ds Fowls, plgs, and other animals 3
&. Dampniess 2
f. Yardas repaved or ropaired 1
B« Othier nulsances 2
AVIII Rats and mice distruction.
No, of rodent operstives employed -
No. of premises treated:-
P}wﬂuqmmms 2
b) other premisea a8
Are there any gerlous rescrvoira of rats
in the district. Noa

= 20 =







| . . I
innual Other Appointments |Salary for |
Balary as Held isuch other |
Inspector. appointments

|
: Surveyor !
£298 Waterworks engineer £252 '
Building Inspector [

Any Aassistent. No.

FACTORIZS ACT, 1937 & 1951

1. - Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health (including
inapections mede by Sanitary Inspectors).

M/c '
Premiscs ling Number

Humber of

Ko. on

Ly (2) (3) 4)

Register Ins%ectiﬂns Written

nﬁF%?&g

Oecuplres
prn?g?uted

(1) Factoriesin

which Sectlons

1,2,3,4 & 6ars

to be enforced by

Local Adheorities 1 1 4

(ii) Rctories not

dneludEd In (1) In

which Scct.7 is adf-

arced by the Iocal

Authority. 2 10 26

Other prenises iIn
vich asct. 7 1s

enforoed by the Local
futhority (etcludng
ot workers pramscd - -

TOTAL 11 30

2. Cases in which defects were found.













