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To the Chairman and Members,
Woodhall Spa Urban District Council.

Mr., Chairman and Members of the Council,

I have the honour to submit to you the Annual Report of
the Medical Officer of Health for the year ended 31lst December,
1948, prepared in accordance with statutory requirements.

As will be seen the most substantial changes from
previous years occur in the Section dealing with Health Services
and their general provision and arise from the coming into effect,
on 5th July, 1948, of the Naticnal Health Service Act, 1946. It
1s not within the =scope of this report to advance views on this
comprehensive plece of Health leglslation, but it is perhaps not
out of place to request the public to bear in mind that all
Doctors, and others with them, who have undertaken to work within
the framework of the Act are doling so to the best of theilr not
inconsiderable abilities, often under most difficult conditions
of lack of fully adequate facilities to deal with steadlly
increasing work and demands on their professional skill, If this
is remembered the public will then play its part in ensuring
that the National Health Service Act develops into a powerful
instrument, not merely for accuring medical treatment, but for
ralsing the standard of health in all its aspects, and will not,
by fatuous demands and trivialities, so waste the time,
particularly of general practitioners, as to make it well nigh
impossible for them to give proper attention to those really in
need.,

In conclusion may I thank all members of the Council
and of the Councilts staff for their help and co-operation
throughout the year.

Your obecdient Servant,

/ ;,. } ﬁ‘ﬂw

Medicﬂl Officer of Health.






ADDENDUM AND CORRIGENDUM

Psde

Pe2le

At foot of page add,
"Mean Age at Death,

64,64 years"

In second last line,
for "inspections" pread

"inspectors".,

STATISTICS

1874 acres.

ATE OF RESIDENT POPULATION: 1816.
0,969 persons per acre.

5: 5686 *

RATE : £44, 14, €4,

ESERICT =" 11 BP0,

he increase over the 194% figure

ons Iinto flats, in addition to new

TAL STATISTICS

Live Births

Meles Females Total

- w - w 5 11 1'6‘
LR . aw l = 1
L

d estimated population: ©.361

S5tlll Births

Males Females Total

13and total (Live and Still) births: 00,00
id St111) per thousand population: 94361

Deaths
Females Total
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Maternal Mortality

Number of Women dying as a result of childbirth,.
(Headings No., 29 and No. 30 in the Reglstrar General's Short List)

Deaths Rates per 1,000
Total Births.

No. 29 Puerperal Scpsls ... o - =
No, 30 Other Puerperal Couses ee. - -
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Total Births
(Iive and Still): 00,00

Death Rate of Infants under One Year of Age

Total No. of deaths of Infanta under 1 year of age ‘s 4
All infants per thousand live births... s e . oo 58,82
Legitimate Infants per thousand legitimate births cee 62.50

Illegitimate Infants per thousand illegitimate births ... 00.00

Other Statistics

Deatha from Cancer (all ages) eee .eh e ans ees 4
Meaales (all 2ges)... < e . S “n i b -
Whooping Cough (all ages) - .n e sas vos ves -
Diarrhoea (under two years) S o SR N aiy s -

Heart Disease (all uges)... e s ah e e 13






Causes of Death as ghown in the Registrar General's Short Liat

Short
List No. Cause of Death Males Females Total
l. Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers - - -
2 Cerebro Spinal Fever - - -
Do Scarlet Fover - - o
4, VWhooping Cough - - -
e Diphtheria - e <
6¢ Tuberenlosis of the Respiratory
System 1 - 1
T Other forms of Tuberculosis - - -
8. Syphilitic Diseases - - -
9. Influenza ~ = —
10. Mcasles - - =
11l. Acute Poliomyclitis and
Polioencephalitis - - -
12, Acute infectious BEncephalitis - - -
13, Cancer of the Buccal Cavity and
Oecsophagus (male),utcrus(fcmale) - 1 1
14, Cancer of Stomach or Duodenum - - -
15. Cancer of Breast - 1 1
16 4 Cancer of 2l1l1 other sites 1 12 2
2l 4 Diabctes : - 2k s
18. . Intra-Cranial Vascular Lesions 2 1 3
19, Heart Diseases 6 7 13
20, Other Dlseases of the Circulatory
Systen - - -
=i 8 Bronchitis 1 - 1
e Pneumonia - 3 1
234 Other Respiratory Discases - - -
ok . Ulcer of the Stomach or Duodenun - - -
25. Diarrhoea under two years - - -
26, Appendicitis - - -
27T Other digestive Disetises 1 = 3
28, Nephritis - - -
29. Puerperal and Post-abortive Sepsis - - -
30 . Other Maternal Causes - - -
oL, Premature Birth - - -
092 Congenital Malformation, Birth
Injury, Infantile Diseases 1 - 1
93 . Sulcide 1 - 1
o4, Road Traffic Accidents - - -
35 4 Other Violent Causes Al - 1
36 4 All other Causes i - 1
TOTALS 16 15 31







PREVALCNCE (OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS DISEASTS

The year 1948 was characterised by local epidemics of
Whooping Cough and Measles - 90 cases of the former and 53 of the
latter disease, compared with @ and 6 cases in 1947, and 2 total of 22
and 29 eases in the period 1944 - 1946, The low incidence of
tuvse conditions in immediately preceding years mecant that a very
high percentage of the jyoung population was susceptible and the
number of immunes correspondingly small, o condlition which almost
inevitably leads to epidemic spread of infection,

0f the 4 cases of Scarlet Fever, 2 occurred in the
game premises end scemed from the time interval more likely to
be due to a common source than to the first cesc having passed
on infection to the second. This possible aource cnu%d not be
demonstrated. The remaining two cases werc unconnected with the
first two or with each other., It is known, however, that at the
time when all four cases occurrcd there was prevalent 1n the
District a low-grade upper respiratory-tract infection, of
streptoccocal origin, characterised by conjunctivitis,
tonsillopharyingitis and thc production of post-nasal nuco-
purulent secrction.

The continued complete sbsence of Diphtherla from the
1ist of notifications is a matter for satisfactlion and although
1948, unlike 1947, was not an epidecmic year for Pollomyelltlis, it
is gratifying to record that there was no case in Woodhall Spa.

Infectious Disease Notiflcations

Disease Civilian Service Treated in Deaths
Cases Cases Hospital

Measles 53 - - -
Pneumonia 5 - - Ak
Scarlet Fever 4 - ik -
Whooping Cough 90 - - -
All others - - - -

TOTALS 152 - 1 1







Tuberculosis

Statistics

As will be scen from the following

Table, the incidence
of new cases of Tuberculeosis and the death rate therefron
continued to be satisfactorily low.

New Cases

Deaths

Bzes in
Years

Respiratory

Non~respiratory

Rcspiratory

Non=res

45-55
oo =00

o &
over

Mele | Female

Male

Fecnale

Hale

rcniale

ianle

iratory
Eemqu

ik Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

botals

Cases on District Register at 31st December, 1948

Hespiratory

Non-respiratory

Totals

Males Females Total
6 5 11
5 i 9
11 9 20







Diphtheria Immunisation

With effect from S5th July, 1948 the responsibility for
lrmunisation against Diphtheria of children of all ages was vested
in the County Council., Previous to that date the County Council's
responsiblility ended when children attalned the age of 5 years.

The following figures have becn supplied by the County
Health Department:

Children Immunised in the Woodhall Spa Urban District during 1948

Under & yearsa of age 32
5 = 14 years of age
Booster doses

iy |

Immunisaetion, 1f not already done, and re-immunisation,
is carried out in conjunction with School Medical Inspections but
1t 1s hoped that all - rcpeat "all" - parents will ensure that
their children arc primerily immunised before their first
birthday and that thoy will sign consent forms sent to then,
providing for re-immunisation, whecn School Health Authorities
edvise that this 1s necessary.

The importance of this cannot be too strongly
emphasised.

Inoculations arc also given by family doctors, at
Infant Welfare, and at School (Minor Ailment) Clinics.

Vaccination against Smallpox

Previous to the appointed day for the National Health
Service Act thecre was at least a show of compulsion with regard to
vaccination of children, in as much that a2 child had to be
vaccinated by the age of six months unless there were uedical
reasons why this should not be done or the parents had signed a
form of conscientious objection to the procedure., This
conscicentious objector's clause had already don¢ nuch to detract
from o satisfactory veccination state throughout the country, but
the prescnt position is a hundred timecs worse, as there 1s now no
legislation compaelling vaccination at any age.

For the followins reasons the greatest effort must be
made to securc, by obtaining parent's co-operation, the high level
of vaccination which cannot now bc obtained by force of law but
which is still as necessary as ever, and in this respect 1t 1s to be
deplored that the percentage of children vaccinated in the early
months of 1life is showing a steady decline throughout the country,
and that Woodhall Spa is no exception to the general trend is

g






evidenced by thc fact that the latest figures available from the
County Health Department show that between 5th July and 3lst
December, 1948 only one child under the age of one year was
vaceinated.

1. The best age for primary vaccination is, in the case of
8 normal healthy child, about 4 months, because at that age any
undesirable side-offects of the procedure are r educed to an
absclute minimum, and the great majority of infants are entirely
unaffectod. Primary vaccination of school children adolescents
and adults is wmore likely to be followed by upsects, particularly
by a serious, sometimes fatel ccmplication, postevaccinal
encephalitis, whicl:, elthough rare at any age, is almost
completely unknowvn as 2 sequel ¢of vaccination in the firast months
of life,

2, With the increasing use of alir travel all parts of the
world are now within reach cof thesec shores in a periocd of time
substantially below even the minimum incubation peried of smallpox.
‘This means, of course, that the chances of unsuspected

incubating cases, entering the country and making many contacts
before they first manefest symptoms, or the disease is diagnosed,
is increasing greatly.

i The infants of tcday, es adults, will haveé more chances
of visiting parts of the world where smallpox is endemic, than
thelr parents have had. The foundations of their immunity to the
disease should be lald in early infancy, the optimum time, and not
when they have grown up.

4. One cannot take a too complacent view of the prospects
of indefinite world-wide peace., The time may yet come when
thousands of young mnen and women will be called upon to serve in
the foreces in all parts of the world. If they ere not first
vaccinated at the best and safest age they will have to undergo
primary vaccination at an age when it is lcss pleasant and even
2 more dangerous proccdurc.

Vaceination 1s performed by Gencral Practitioners and
also at Infant Welfare Centres.






HEALTH SERVICES - GENERAL PROVISION

Till 5th July, 1948, the provision of health services
in the district was exactly the samc as outlined in the Report
of the Medical O0fficer of Health for the ycar 1947, That day
was, however, the "appointed day" for the National Health
Service Act, 1946, and although an alteration was not immedliately
apparent, changes in certain services - both in scope and in
adminisftration - occurred.

In the nature of things there could not be a complete
change-over from the old order to the new, immediately on the
Lcet's becoming operative, and even yct the process 1s not complete
in certein directions and cannot immediately be completed for
various recasons including a shortagc of personncl with nécessary
gualificetions, training or experience, and administrative
diffieulties arising from the tronsition period.

The following summary of health services indicates
the present position, and coming developments in the Distriet,
and it will be noted that, in addition to Lindascy County Council,
other administrative bodies have, under the National Health
Service Act, respcnsibillity for making certain provisions for
ensuring an ever increasing standard of health.

The Family Doctor

All Doctors in General Medical Practice in the Urban
District and in the adjacent parts of the Horncastle Rural
District, are particlpating in the new health service. Everyone
over the age of 16 can select hia or her own doctor, provided
that the doctor is willing to accept the patient, and parents or
suardians will choose for persons below that age, or for persons
who for other reasons arc¢ unable to make thelr own cheice.

Arrangements for this service are in the hands of the
Local National Health Service Executive Council.

Maternity Service

This is now a responsibility shared by Lindsey County
Council and by the Local National Health Scrvice Exccutive
Council.

A nmidwife employed by the County Council is ccntred on
the Urban District, and this development has meant the end, not
without r egret, of thc Woodhall Spa Nursing Assoclation's useful
1ife. It may be mentioned in passing that, at the time of writing,
this change has been one morc of administration than of personncl
and that the midwife in question is still the same.

= 10 =






In edditlon, thc scrvices of a doctor may be made
avallablc before, during and after confinement, and the Loecal
Executlve Council can arrange for an expcctant mother to be
attended by a ginceral practitioncr obstetrician - not
necessarlily her own doctor.

Two other aspects of the domiciliary obstetrical
scrvice can be convenlently mentioned here:- the provision by
the County Council of a Priority Dental Treatment Service for
cxpectant and nursing mothers and the supply by the seme body
of maternity outfits, wherc such a need is representeod by a
Doctor or midwife.

Refercenec to maternity hospitals and Homes is made
under the appropriate heading.

Nursing 1n the Home

This service 1s now provided, under the provislions of
the National Hualth Service Act, by Lindsey County Council and is
no longer evcn partly orgenised by a Veoluntary Committee.

One Nurse-lkiidwife is centred on Woodhall Spa, and it
13- the intention of the County Council to utilise, if possible
and necessary, the services of treined nurses who may reside in
the District and who, although not practising thcir profession on
a full-time basis, may bc agrecable, part-tine, to assist in the
extension of the Home Nursing Service.

The County Council supplies Sick Room appliances (for
the use of which a small charge may be made) on the
recommnendation of a paticnt's doctor,

Should the nced arise the services of speclally
trained infectious diseascs nurses are also avallable,

Health Visiting

A staff of Health Viasitors, one of whom 1ls resident
in the Urben Distriet, is maintained by the County Couneil for
the purpose of advising on the care of children, nursing mothers,
and in general matters of public health.

A most useful liaison is maintained between the
Health Visitor and this Council's Medical Officer of Health.

Home Help Service

A service, still largely in its infancy, to provide
domestic assistance during the lying-in period in maternity cases,

o e






in cases of 1llness and in cascs of glderly and infirm pcople,

is provided by the County Council on payment of a charge based on
family income, It should bc noted that a Home Help is not a
Nurse and that her dutics in no way over=-lap those of the
Digtrict Nurse.

It is a pity that the County Council is cxzperiencing
the greatest difficulty in finding women who are willing to act
a8 home hcelps as this is 1limiting the usefulness of the scheme to
a very marked extent.

Ambulance Provision

Ambulanccs for cll purposes - accident, general and
Infectious discase - are maintained by Lindscy County Couneill,
on whom this scrvice has becen imposed as a statutory duty. A4s
a result of this the Local Voluntary Ambulance Commlittee has been
wound up and its ambulence acquired by the County Council, Under
the new arrengemcnts, there is no longer an awmbulance garaged In
the 8pa, the nearest being at Horncastle.

It must be stated, however, that an ambulance can
always bec most cxpcditiously obtained when nccessary, through the
Ambulance heazdquerters ot Louth, which scnds the nearest
eambulance in the event of the Horncastle onc being out on duty.

In addition tc¢ ambulances & Hospital Car Service is
available for conveying to hospital persons unable to travel
by public transport but not rcquiring an actual ambulance.

Trcatment Centres and Clinics

To implement its obligations as Educatlon and
Maternity and Child Welfare Authority Lindsey County Council
provided during the year the following Cliniec facilities at
Rollestone House, Bridge Strcet, Horncastle. No Cliniles arc
held actually in the Urban District,

Clinic Day and Time
Lnte-Natal First and Third Tucsdays of
the monthe 10 a.n.
Infent Welfare First and Third Tucsdays of

the wont!: (Doctor in attendance)
2 pa. Cther Tuesﬂa¥a (Health

Visitor in attendance) 2 pe.m.
Remedial Ixcrcisec Wednesdays., 10 c.m.
School(Minor Ailmunts) Thursdays. 10 a.n.
Bar, Nose and Throat By arrangement
Dental By arrangecnent
Ophthalmic By arrangement
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Clinics as under arc¢ he¢ld at the Methodist Church
Schoclroom, Dogdyke Road, Coningsby, under arrangcments which
becane effective in Aumust, 1948,

School (Minor Ailments) Mondays. 10 a.n.
Infant Welfare First and Third Mondays of
the month. 2 PeTla

The scervices of other Speclislists and Consultants
gre also available by special arrangement and ap - ointment.

Tuberculosis Clinic and Dispensary

At the end of 1948 this waes still being held, as in
previous years, on Thursday mornings at 10 a.m. in Rollestone
House, Horncastle, but this 1s now only a temporary arrangement.

The National Hoalth Scrvice Act has put the responsibility
for the treatment of all forus of tuberculosis on, in thias
Distriect, the Sheffield Reglonal Hospital Board, which operates
thls service through theé Goentral Lincolnshlire Chest Unit, and it
will be only 2 matter of time before the Horncastle Clinic for
Tubercunlosias, in coruion with other similar clinics throughout
the County, will no longer form part of the County Council's
Health Services.

The disappointing featurc of this coming change is that
your Medical Officer of Health, who was in the past also
Tuberculosis Mecdical Officer, under Lindsey County: Council,
for Woodhall Spa and the surrounding district will, in the future,
have no part in the actual treatment of cases of lub?rculosis,
although he will st1ll, of course, have an Interest in
environnental conditions affecting cases and cxcreisc some part
of what funetion still remains with the County Council, namely

after=-carc.

Laboratory Facilitlies

There has been no change in existing arrangemcnts
which satisfactorily mcet all needs.

Bacteriological - - The Public Health Laboratory,
St. Ddmund's Chambers,
Bank Street,

Linco in,
& Ww.W. Taylor, BEsg., B.S5c.,F.R.1.C.,
g | Public ﬂéalyst,and Geﬁsulting

Chenilst,
1, Regent Strect,
Nottinghan,
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 EOSPITALS

General Hospitals

All Hospitazls in the arca having becn Nationalised
there arc no longer cither local authority or voluntary
hospitals, but all comec under the control of the Sheffield
Regional liospital Board, which cxcerciscs day to day
uanagenent via Lospitsl Hanagement Coumittees.,

Neercst to the Urban District are the County Hospital,
Lincoln; the County Infirmary Louth; and Boston General Hospital,
all of which provide full in-patient and out-patient facilities.

The Hornesstle War Menorial Eospital provides limited
in-patient facilitices and the Alexandra Hospital Woodhall Spa
continues its specific work in Rheumatic and Erthritio
conditions. Although the latter has becn nationaliscd and the
Spa Baths have not, Spa treatment of Hospital patients can be
arranged within the framework of tha National Health Service Act.

Tnfeetious Disesses Hospltals

The Nationalisation of these Hospitals has rclieved
the previous situation whereby the Medical Officer of Health had
to rcly on the co-operation of Local Luthorities maintaining
fever hospitels, to scecurc thoc isolation of cascs ol infectious
discase, oceurring in thc District.

The Eospltals of which most use would be rnmede should
the need arisc arc tho City Infectious Digseases Hospital,
Lincoln, and thc Boston Isolation Hospital.

Tuberculosis Hospitals and Sanatorila

These institutions previously maintained by Lindsey
Gounty Council, znc cthers maintaincd by other Local
Luthoritics, to which Tuberculosis paticnts from the District
have gonc in the past areé now ad-inistered by Roglonal Hospital
Boerds.

The change of managemcnt has, however, brouzht about
no improvoment in the bed-statc and lack of both nursing and
domcstic staff continues grcatly to handicap these
eatablishments ard to force to remein at home cascs of
Pubcrenlosis which, both in their own interest and in the intercat
of public hcalth should be in a suitablec institution.

Cases from the District are admitted when possible to
Branston,Louth,Brumby or Scarthoe, but sometimes have to go much
further afleld.,

Maternity Hospitals

Admission to Maternity Hoapltals 1is arranged, through
S e






the provisions of the National Health Service Act, by the Doctor
attending the case, or through thu agency of a County Council
Antc-Netal Clinic.

A1l Maternity Hospital accommodation in the area 1s
administered by the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board.,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF TED
URBAN DISTRICT

Water Supplics

Throughout thc year the Council's water undertaking
continued to supply & watcr of excellent quality and even when
it might have been expected, because of the very open Winter
with little snow of 1947 - 48, there was at no timec any hint
of shortage.

Fourteen samples were submitted for bactceriological
cxaminetion during the year, Of these, twolve worc satisfactory,
and two were received too late at the leboratory for cxamination.
There is no rcason to believe, however, that theso two samples
were other than satisfactory, also.

The Council's plans to extend their mains into
surrounding Rural Parishes, which fall within Woodhall Spa's
Statutory arca of supply, underwent a changc during thc year
and in November negotiations werc bigun whereby it 1is prﬂﬁoscd
thet Horncastlc Rural Distriet Council will acquirc the 6
main from Horncastle; assumc the statutory duty of supplying the
parishes in question and integrate this with thelr comprchensive
water schemc, at present in coursc of preparation. This would
appear, most satisfactorily, to mect the nceds of the case,
but for the fact that it sccenms incviteble thet the change will
rgsult in further delay.

A special Report on the nccds of thesce Parlshes was
submitted to the Council, in the forwm of a letter, during the
month of Lpril,

Sewazc Disposal

This public service has continued to function
satisfactorily throughout the year during which time
{mprovencnts in the Scwage Disposal works were bcgun. Before
the end of Deccember the two primery tanks had been partially
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filled in, so as to lgssen their dcpth, end now concrcte floors
constructed, and the three secondary tanks werc conplctely
cleaned out; floating arms and bafflc-boards installed, ond all
re-conercted.

In early 1948 the work of providing two new gludge
beds waa begun.

While theore is no doubt ol the capacity of the sewage
disposal works nor of the scwers to deal with the load imposed
on them, there arc, perhaps, grounds for wondering if there uay
not be, even in thc ncar future, troublc erising from actual
subsidence of the sewers, somc of which lie in running sand., It
is foclt that this is a wattcr which merits the considecration of
tlic Louncil.

Public Clcensinz and Refuse Collection

L3 in previous ycars the Council continucs to perforu
this service by Dircct Labour and the usc of o "arrier Bantan”
motor truck, with 2 body desisgned for rofuse carrying.

The target sinmed at is 2 once weckly removal from all
privete dwellings in the Distrioet, and a twicc weckly collection
from Hotels. Unfortunstely, since this Council assuned
regsponsibility for thce County roads in its District, in April,
1948, it has not always boun possible to collect from private
housGs morc frequently than onec in ten days, as the ‘refuse
truck end labour have had to bo divertoed to road repair and upkcep
woric on nany occasions.

This cennot be regarded as satisfactory and the
Council will have to ask itself if its rcsourccs both in wvehicles
and in man-power ars sufficient to ncct its oblizations. Rather
than a docreaseé in the number of rcefusc collcetions madc, one
should wonder if a doubtful once weckly removal 1s, in an Urban
District, sufficient in hot weathcr to obviate the risk of
nuisance arising from smell and from flics, with attcendant
danger to health.

The final method of disposal 1s by controlled tipping
at a sitc adjacent to the Seweragc works and on the cxtromne
outskirts of the District.

The Council also undcrtakes the collection of salvage,
which imposcs further strain on its refusc collcction machinery.
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Rivers and Strcams

Therc have becn no complaints of nuisance arising
fron the River Witham, over which Lindsey County Councll cxurclsecs
supcrvision in its capacity as Rivers Pollution Authority.

One dyke in the District, which eventually finds its
way to the Witham, was, however, glving risec to a nulsance by
snell, As the dyke was greatly over-grown it was not possible at
first fully to explore the cause of the nulisance and the work of
thoroughly cleansing out this dyke, although well~advanced, was
not complctec by the end of the year.

Swimnming Bath

The Council, through its Parks and Playing Fields
Committee, manages the public open-air swiuning pool in the
Jubilee Park, Stixwculd Road, of which ¢xtensive use 1s made
by the gencral public and by crganiscd parties of school
children from Woodhall Spa and the surrounding District.

The water usecd ccmes from the main supply and is
continually circulating through the pool, 2 pressurc fllter and
a chlorinator.

Durinz the months when the pool was open, five samples
of water werc cxamined bacteriologically. All were satisfactory,
non¢ showing bacterial growth., In addition numcrous c¢stimations
of pesidual chlorine werc performed. These, at different times
showed o content of from 0.1 to 0.6 parts per nmillion., The
latter figure errs rather on the high side for thc comfort of
bathers but is not dangerous, and from tho public health polnt of
view is proeferablec to a chlorine difficiency in the water.

It is hoped by another year to use the "Break-Point"
systen of chlorination in the pool.

Schools

The inadcquacy of the accomriodation in both buildings
coriprising the Woodhall Spa C.E. Public Tlementary School
continucs, and wns the subjoct of two acversc recports to the
County Council aftcr your Medical officer, in his capacity as

Assistant Schcols lMedical Officer, had carricd out bi-annual
cxaninations of children and inspoctions of thc premiscs,

Tt 4is known that plans erc in preperation for a long
overduc improvement in the present unsatisfactory statc of affeirs
end it is to b. hoped that no false cconony will prevent thesc
plans from providing tnc District with a truly satisfactory
School and not merely an unhappy, if cheaper, compromnisc between






what is and what should be.

Except in isclated cases no exception can be taken to
the physlque,dcvelopment and cleanliness of the children and what
is particularly strikinz is the decrease 1n nuribers of children
requiring, or awaiting Dar Noseé and Throat Specialist attention -
the r esult of improved facilities in this direction vhich the
County Council has been able to provide in the arca.

Mosquitoes and Flies

The Anti-losquito campaign of the previous two years
was again repeated in 1948, with, it 1s believed, bencficial
results.

This year the leaflet distributed to all retepayers
stressed the neod and desirability for the elimination of flies
rather than mosquitoes, on tho grounds that while the latter are
a source of annoyance they are not in this country very rmuch
more, whereas the former constitute a very real and substantial
danger to health, often insufficiently realised.

Towards thiscnd leaflets prepared by the Central
Council for Health Tducation were 2lso circulated.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

Lt the becinning of the year the Council'!s Sanitary
Inspector had been in officc for only two months but had already
discovered tne difficulties attendant on being both Surveyer and
Sanitary Inspector; the difficultles of finding time for the
routine and inconspicuous sanitary work so essential to public
kealth and cowrunal hygienc, while having to meet the exccsslve
and cxacting demands, made of him in his capacity as Surveyor,
by an apparently c¢ndless spate of complicated logislation
acconpanied by the inevitable flood of ill-conceived forus -
the delight of HMinistrics; the bug-bear of those who have to
conplete them, Farticularly time-absorbing, end becoulng more
8o, is work resulting from the Towm and Country Planning Act,
and your Sanltery Inspecior has also found that duties connected
with County Roads in the District have since April, 1948, cub
further into the time available for sanitary matters, already
1limited by lack of adequate elerical assistance, which has
confincd hin to his officc too often and too long. A Sanitary
Inspector's most valuable rours arc those which Lic can spend
inspecting and odvising, not thosc which he is obliged to spend
on minor office tasks which should devolve on a Departmental

Clcrk.
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Report of Work done by Senitery Inspcctor

Total No, of New Fouses erected durlng the Year

(1) By the Local Authority
(2) By other Local Authoritics
(3) By othcr bodies or persons

Tnapection of Dwelling Fouses

(1) o, Total No, of dwclling houses inspected for
housing doefects (under Public Health and
Housing Acts)

b, No. of inspections made for the purpose

(2) No. of awclling houses found to bé in a state

so dengerous or injurious to hcalth as to be
unfit for human habitatlon

(3) No, of dwellinz houscs found nct to be in all
reapects reasonably £it for human habitation

Defects renmedied without aervice of Formel Notice

Aetion under Statutory Powers

Housing Act, 1936 Part IV - Overcrowcing

(1) =a. No. of dwellings known to Dbe overcrowded
at the end of the year
b, No. of families cdwclling therein
c, No. of persons dwelling therein

(2) No, of cascs of overcrowding rclieved during
the year.

Balzehouses

(1) ©No. in Distriet

(2) No. of underground Bakchouses
(3) o, of inspceticns

(4) Contraventions of Factory Acts
(5) Defects remcdicd

(Plans ar¢ in hand and approved for the complete
rchuilding of ong palcchousc)

Cowshoeds

(1) No. on Reglster
(2) No, of inspections

o T

g it
6]

25

Nil

12

Nil

= DT

Nil

Nil
12

Nil
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A1

XIT

AIII

) Contraventions of Regulatlons
) Contraventions reuedied
) No. of milch cows in District

3
t

P

(
(
(

)

Dalrics and Millzshops

(1) No. on Reglator

(2) No. of inspections

(3) Contraventions of Regulations

(4) Contraventions remedied

(5) Instances of discasc attributed to milk

Shops Lct, 1934

(1) No. of Shops inspected
(2) TImprovcments or alterations regquested

Water Supply

(1) Percentage of Houses supplied by public supply

(2) No., of samples of public supply submitted for
bacteriologleal examination

(3) No,.of satisfactory reports received

(Two samplcs reccived too latec to be reported on)

Droinage and Socwerage

Nil
Nil
30

20
Nil
Nil
Nil

27
Nil

98,8

14
12

(1) A1l heouses have wabter closets except 6 with privy

vaults and 21 with pail closects. These, mostly,

are rcenote from roads and scwers.

(2) No. of water closets repaired

(3) Draoins exauined, tested, wtposcd, ctc.

(4) Drains unstopped, repaired, trapped, ctc.

&5 Drains rceonsiructed

E; Lltcrations to Sewsge Disposel Works - scc under
headingz "Sanitary Circumstances of thc Urban
District - Sewage Disposal®,

Disinfeetion

(1) No. of rooms disinfectcd aftcr ordinary
infcetious dlscasc

Fousc Refuse

ges under Scction "Sanitary Circumstances of the
Urbon District - Public Cleansing and Refusc

Collecection®
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XIV Nuisances

(1) MNo. of nmuisanccs during tho year 4
52} Abatcd as a rezult of informal action 3
(3) Beineg investigated to find satisfactory

nethod of abatciment (foul dyke) 1

Faoctories Act, 1937

(1) No. of Factories in which Sccs, 1, 2, 5, 4 and 6

are to be cnforced by Local Afuthoritles 3
(2) No. of inspections of above 7
3) PFactories in which Sec. 7 1s to be enforced by
Local Authoritics {1
(4) No. of inspcetions of above 16
(5) Defcets found ;
() Incffcetive Drailnagc 1
(b) Sanitary convenlences unsuitable or
defcetive it
(6) Defects romedied 2

Mcat Inspection

There are no slaughterhouscs in Woodhall Spa, and under
the present Coentraliscd Slau-hterins Scheme all fresh meat consumed
in the District is slaughtered at the Ministry of Food Abbatolir in
Hornecastle, & building which dces nct even begin to approach
mininun standerds of hygicne. Horncastle Urban wistrict Council
is tairing strong action with thu Minilstry to sccure nogsidcrablc
improveucnts in this wost unsatisfactory statec of affairs. '

Meet inspection 1s performed by the Sanitary Inspcctor
of Horncastlec Urban District Council, and in his abscneo for any
reason, by on¢ of the Sanitary Inspectors of Horncastle Dural

District Council.

The following Table details the work of the¢ inspcctions
for the ycar.

- 21 =






Cattle Shecp

including| Calves| and Pigs

Cowg Lanbs
Number Killed 736 560 2449 161
Number Inspected 736 360 2449 161
A11 Diseascs except
[Tuberculosis
Mhole Cercases conderned 7 6 26 B
Carcases of which somc part
or orgen was concemncd o9 L e 20
Perecntaze of the number
inspected affected with
discase other than
|[Tubcrceulosis g 2 4 15.5
Tuberculosis Only
IWhole Carcescs condemned 20 - - 5
Carcascs of which somc part
or organ wes condemned 15 - 2 3
Pecrcontage of the number
jnaspected effected with
Tubcrculesils L 4D - .08 De'TD
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