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To the Chairman and Memberas,
Woodhall Spa Urban District Council,

Mr, Chairmen, Mrs, Flury and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to subnit to you the Annual Report of
the Medical Officer of Health for the year ended 31lst Decenmber,
1947, prepared in eccordance with the statutory requirenments
and directions appliceble thercto,

That this Report 1s presented at a date later than I
would normelly desire, is intemtional. As you will recall, I
did not become your Medical Officer of Health till lst October,
1947 and it secmed desirable thet my first Annual Report,
covering a period, for three-quarters of which I was
unacquainted with the District, should b¢ deleyed untill I had
gathered rather more than first impressions.

I have trlied as far as possible, in the interests of
material econony cnd of sconomy of thce time of Members of the
Council to reduce the length of this Report to a minimun.

In conclusion, may I exXpress nmy thanks and appreciation
for the helpful way in which Members of this Council have
accepted me, not only as Mcdical Officer of Health, but as a
resident in the Urben District, and voice the belief that our
agsoclation will always be one of mutual uscfulness and
harmony.

Your obedient Servant,

SR

Medical Officer of Health.,






STLTISTICS

AREA OF URBAN DISTRICT: 1874 acres.

AGISTRAR GENERLL'S ESTINMATE OF RESIDDNT POPULATION: 1563.
DENSITY OF POPULLTION: 0.8540 persons per acre

NUMBER OF INH/.BITED HOUSES: 579 =

SUM RTUPRESENTED BY FENNY RATE: £43. 0, 84,

RATEABLE VALUT OF URBLN DISTRICT: £11,363

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births

Males Females Total
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Birth Ratec per thousand cstlmated population: 20.4%

Stlll Births

Males Females Total
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St1ll birth rate per thousand total (Live and Still)births: 30.30
Total birth rate (Live and Still) per thousand popualation: 21.11

Deaths
Males Females Total
10 i 3 27

Crude death rate per thousand estimated population: 17,27

, This figure includes the increase over the 1946 figure occasioned by
convereion into flats,reconditioning of war-damaged houses in
addition to new building. e






Maternal Mortallty

Number of women dying as a result of childbirth.
(Headings No. 29 and No. 30 in the Registrar General's Short List)

Deaths Ratea per 1,000
Total Blrths.

No. 29. Puerperal Sepals ... »en - -
No. 50. Ofher Puerperal Couses ... - -
Maternal ilortality Rate per 1,000 Total Births
(Live and S£1l1l): 00,00

Death Rate of Infants under One Year of Age

Total No. of deaths of Infants under 1 year of age Lo s i
All infants per thousand live births... "ee ’es ses 01,25
Legitimate infants per thousand legitimate births ene O2e.26

Illegitimate infants per thousand illegitimate births ... 00,00

Other Statistics

Deaths from Cancer (2ll ages) ... . L s e 6
Measles (all oges) ... aae S .o sicd S xh ‘ies =
Whooping Cough (all ages),.. s Vi e e s -
Diarrhoea (under two years) e e e e g -

Heart Diﬁ&ﬂﬂe (511 FEEE] . 'R (R e w 0w [ ll






Causes of Death as shown in the Registrar Generalt!s Short List

Short List
No. Couse of Death Males Femalea Total.
1, Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers - - -
2 Cerebro Spinal Fever - - =
Oy scarlet Fever - - -
4, Whooping Cough - - -
O Diphtheria - - -
6. Tuberculosis of the Respiratory
Syatem - - -
i Other Forma of Tuberculosis - - -
8. ~ Syphilitic Diseases - - -
9. Influenza - - -
10. Measles - - -
11, Acute Poliomyelitis and
Polioencephalitis - -
12, Acutc Infectious Bncephalitis - - -
13, Cancer of the Buccal Cavity and
Qcaophapgus(nale) ,uterus(female) il - 11
14, Cancer of Stomach and Duodenum 1 - 43
15. Cancer of Breast - 1 i
15, Cencer of all other sites ik 2 3
17, Diabetes - - -
18, Intra-croenial vascular lesions - 4 4
19 Heart Diseaseas 5 6 11
20. Other Discases of the Circulatory
System - 2 2
21, Bronchitis - ~ -
22, Pnecunonia - it 1
23 . Other Respiratory Discases - - -
24, Olcer of Stomach or Duodcnun - - -
20 . Diarrhoea under two yecars - - -
26, Appendicitis - - -
27, Other Digcstive Diseases - - -
28, Nephritis - - -
29, Puerperal and Post obortion
Sepsis - b
30, Other Meternal Causes - - -
ol, Premature Birth - - -
9L . Congenital malformation,Birth
Injury,Infantile Dliscases i - N £k
33 » Suicide - - -
54, Road Trafflec Accidents 1 - il
35, Other Violent Causes - - -
o6 . L1l other Causcs - X i
TOTALS 10 17 27

ST






PREVALTNCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFACTIOUS DISEASES

There were no serious outbreaks of any infectloua dlsease
during the year, and it 1s perticularly gratifying to note
that no case of Diphtheria oceurred and that, despite the
country-wlde epidemic of Poliomyelitis in the latter half of
1947, there was not a aingle case in the Urben District.

Infoctioud Discaac Notificationa

Disease Civilian Service Treated in Deaths
Hospital

scarlet Fever 4 - - -

Pncumonia 9 - s =

Measles 6 - 4 %,

Whooping Cough 9 - - =

#A11 Others - - -~ <,
TOTALS 28 - 1 -

Diphtheria Immunisation

Humber of Children who had complcted a full course of Immunisation
at any time up to 31st December, 1947, ;

.:";GC: at ' Uﬂklul’; | : il

e hg g g o 3 4 | 5600 |10 to14 § Total
i.¢. Born . | i : i ! under
in year 41947 11946, 1945 1944:1943 1958-1942r 1953=-195"7

No, imm- |l ; ; ; _ |
unised ;1 119 {20 30, 31 | 102 | 297
m% - <

Detimated 'i_ Ghildrgn under rive. Ay Chlldrh 5.=.14 ﬂ
Mid=-year !

child pop-|; 134 212 u 546
ulation | i
1947 ! , b







HEALTH SZRVICES - GENERAL PROVISION

Nursing in the Homc

The Woodhall Spa Nursing Association employs o cortified
Midwife, alsco employed by the Lindsey County Council uiifor the
Midwives Act, 1936, whos¢ services arc also availabin Tor the
adjacent rural parishes.

Leboratory Facilitics

Bacteriological - The Public Health Laboratory, St., Ddaund!'s
) Chambers, Bank Strect, Lincoln,

Chemical (when - wMr, W.W. Taylor, B.6c.,F.R.I.C., Public
requircd) Anelyst and Consulting Chemist, 1 Regent
Street, Nottingham,

Ambulance Provision

(1) Accident and General

This scervice is provided by a voluntary Committce whose
modern anbulance, garaged in the Urban District, also serves the
neéighbouring Parishes,

(2) Infectious Disecases

The traasport of such cascs is dependent on the Anbulance,
facilitics provided by thos¢ Authoritics which accept into their
Isolation Hospitals caoses of infeetious disease from the Urban
District,

Treatment Centres and Clinics

The Bducation, Maternity and Child Welfare, and Tubercnlosis
Authority for the District is Lindscy County Counecil, which
provides ncecssary Clinie Faeilities at Rollestone Honse,

Bridge Street, Horncastle, wherc Clinies are¢ held as undar:--

Clinie Day and Tinme
Ante-natal First and third Tuesdays of the
montht 10 aslls
Infant %elfare First and third Tucsdays of the
month, (Doctor in attendarcs)
2 Dells

Other Tuesdays (Health Visitcr in
attendance) 2 p.ii,
-8—-







School (Minor Ailments) Thursday 10 a.m,

Tubereculosls Dispenaary Thursday 10 a.m,
Ophthalnic By arrangement
Ear Noase and Throat By arrengenecnt
Dental By errangement

Slmilar facllities arc¢ provided ot the County Council's
Clinic, Lindum Hill, Lincoln, 2nd plans are in hand to provide
ochool Clinie and Infant Welfare Ccntre scrvices in the village
of Coningsby, reasonably acccssible to residents of Woodhall Spa,
and not so far romoved as Horncostle,

HOSPITALS

General Hospitals (Local Authority)

Lindsey County Council opcrates at Louth the County
Infirmary, providing full General Hospital Scrvicces, which are
available to the residents of the Urban District,

General Hospitals (Voluntary)

Lincoln County Hospital, Lincoln, and the Horncastlc War
Memorial Hoapltal and Dispensaery supply scervices which nmay
likewlsc be utilised by Woodhall rcsidents,

The Alcxandra Hospital, within the Urban District boundary,
deals entircly with Rheumatic and Arthritic conditionsz and
operates in close conjunction with the valuable tresctment
faclilitiea of the Spa Bathsa,

Infectious Diseasecs Hosplitals

The isclation and treatment of such cases, requiring
hospitalisation, rmust be dealt with as and when the nced arises,
and for this servicc the District depends on the helpfulness
of such Local Authorities as will accept infectious paticnts into
their isolation hospltals.

The arrangement is far from satisfactory and, werce it not
for the altered circumstences which will follow on the coning
into effect of the National Health Serviecc Act, would call for
revision.

Tuberculosis Hospitals and Sanotoria

Necessary ilnstltutionel treatment of all forms of
Tuberculosis 1is supplied by Lindsey County Council, cither in

-g-






ita own c¢stablishments at Branston, Louth or Brumby, or by
co=operation with other Authorities.

It 1s greatly to be regretted that lack of Nurslng Staff

more than ectual lack of beds, sometimes neccssitates perilods
of waiting before cdmission to sanatoria 1s possible,

Maternity Hosplitals

Provided by Lindsey County Council, as Maternity and
Child Welfare futhority for the Urban District.

SLNITARY CIRCUMSTANCLES OF THE
URB/.N DISTRICT

Water Supplies

The water supply for thce District is the same as in previous
Annual Reports. The quality continues to be extremely
satlisfactory and thore is no lack of an aduquate supply.

Fourtecn semples of the mein supply were submitted for
bacteriological cgxamination during thoe ycar. A1l worce
satisfactory cxcept one which, it 1s belicved, was accldentally
contaminated before rcaching the laboratory, or at the time of
sampling.,

One chemical analysis of the water was performed, the
result being again satisfactory.

The Council's c¢cmployees engaged on weter dutics, were
investignted to exclude enteric infectlon or carrier condition
and were found to be clear of all risk from such a source,

The Councll's scheme to cxtend the weter malns into
neighbouring parishes, which, although outwith the Urban District
11e within its Statubory Area of Supply, 4id not naterialise
during the yeoar,but it is hoped that cll obligations in this
dircction will bc met, as scon as present difficulties pernit.
These plans must be regarded as urgent.

Sewage Dispoas

Throughout thc yecar the Urban District scwers and sewage
disposal plant, which are as described in the Medical Officer of
Heclth's Roport for 1946, havc proved thenselves adequate to
decl with the¢ needs of the area, It 1s, in fact, justifiable to
infer that there 1s a conslderable reserve capacity, when it 1s
remembered how grcat wes the inecrease in resident population
during wer yesrs. 10






Rivers and Streans

The River Witharn, bounding the Urben District on the
South West, 1s supervised by the Lindsey County Council as
Rivers Pollution Luthority, and during the year there havc bcen
no complaints of nulsancoes arising from this source.

Public Clcernsing and Refuse Collection

The Councill carrics this out by direet labour using a
"Karrier Bentom" motor vehicle for the purpose. A weckly
gollectlion 13 mede from all houses in the Distriect; and from
hotels &nd business premises twice weekly.

In addition the Council organlizes the systemetic collection
of salvage,

The rcfuse tip 1z situated well away from dwelling houses
end is carefully supcrviscd to prevent vermin infestation.

Swimming Beths

The public open-air swirming beth in the Jubilee Park,
Stixwould Road, 1s msznaged by the Council. Numerous
bacteriological excminations of the water have shown it to be of
a high degrce of purlty and estlmetions of residual chlorine,
made ot fregquent intcrvals, have shown that the filtration and
chlorinating plaont is being operated correctly and to the best
advantage,

Schools

Owing to the post-wor bullding 4ifficultics there has
becn no improvemcnt during the year in the antiquated
accommodation of the Woodhall Spa C.B. Public Dlementary School,

. A new canteen has,however,been bailt ih the School Jrounds.
Excoeptlion 1s taken to the d esign of this buillding, which 1s so
planned thet 2 lavatory communicates directly with the kltchen, and
the attentlion of the County Medical Officer and Chief Schools
Medlcel Offlcer hos boeen drawn to this defccot,

Mosquitoes

The Ante-mosquito carpaim of 1946 was repeated again this year,
and it is belicved that by the combination of the efforts of
the Council and many co-operative rate-payers the mosquito
nuisance wos substantially reduced.

-11-_






SANITLZRY INSPTCTION OF LREL

The previous unsctiafactory state of affairs, whereby the
Council had no Senltecry Inspector of its own, but in an
energoeney borrowcd the survices of the Inspector of Horncastle
R.D.C., continuecd until lst November, 1947, when the Council
appolnted its own Sanitory Inspoctor and Surveyor. It 1s
thought that such & combincd ecppolntment is not idecl, as the
menifold dutics which o surveyor has to perform - dutics which
are evor 1lncreasing with now legislation - too ofton leave
Inaufficiont timc for Scnitary ond Public Health work, but the
situation is unavoidoble in a swmall authority, unable to justify
tho expense of two scuporete appointmonts, and likewlsc unable to
roach an agrecnent with noighbouring Loczl Government bodies
whereby seopaeratc appelntments of Sanitary Inspcetor and Surveyor
might serve more than onc District,

Report of Work done by Sanitary Inspector

This refers largely to the last two months of the year
the perlod during wiich the Council hed 1ts own Sanitary
Inspector, as 1t 1s only during that time thet accurate rccords
are avallable, although prior to then, emergency sanitary work
was carried out.

I Total No., of new houses erected cduring the year

(a) By the Local Authority 11
(b) By other Local futhoritics il
(c) By other bodies or persons 2

II Inspection of dwelllng houses
1.(a) Total No. of dwelling houses inspected for
housing dufects (undcr Public Health or
Housing Lcts) 3
(b) No., of inspections made for the purpose 5
2.No. of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to above) found not to be in all reaspects

reasonably fit for human habitation 3
III Remedy of defects without service of formal notices 7
IV Action under statutory pcwers Nil
v Bakehouses
(1) No. in District 2
(2) No. of underground bakchouscs Nil
(3) No, of inspections 4
(4) Defects rcmedied 1

e e






VI

VL

VIII

X1

XII

XIII

Cowsheds

(1) No. on Register

[2} No. of inspcctions

3) Contraventions of Regulations
(4) Contraventions remedied

Dairies and Milkshops

(1) No. on Register

(2) No. of inspections

(3) Contraventions of Regulations
(4) Contraventions rénedied

Shops Let, 1934
(1) Nuwiber of shops inspected

Water Supply
(1) Percentage of Housea supplied by public supply
(2) No. of new clsterns provided
(3) No, of somples of public supply submitted for
(a) Bacteriological examination
(b) Chemical &inelysis

Droinage and Scwerage
(1) No. of water closets repaired
2) No, of drains e¢xemined tested, cxposed, etc,
3) No, of drains unstopped, repaired, trapped,etc,

Disinfection
(1) No. of rooms disinfected after ordinary
infectious diacase

Housec Refuse
(1) No. of complaints of non-removal
() No. of oomplaints rcricdied

Nuisances

(1; No. of nuisances

(2) No. of nulssnces abated by informal sction
(Type of nuisances - dampness)

S ey

ol s NS

Nil
Nil

7%

14












