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TABLE L
CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1950 (R.G.).

Net Deaths at the subjoined ages of Residents
within the Borough.
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Suicide .. 11 — — — 1 0
Homicide & Opemtmns
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There were no deaths from scarlet fever, measles,
diphtheria, dysentery, smallpox, acute encephalitis, typhoid,
paratyphoid, erysipelas, food poisoning or puerperal sepsis,

11. Deaths from Cancer.

There were 272 deaths from cancer giving a death rate
of 1.68 per 1,000 population. Of these deaths, 143 occurred
in males and the most frequent sites of the disease were the
lungs (35 cases), the stomach (26 cases) and then the rectum
and the colon. Among the 129 deaths which occurred in
females the most frequent sites of the disease were the breast
(27 cases), the stomach (26 cases) and then the colon and
the uterus.

C. MNatural and Social Conditions.

1. Geology.

Wolverhampton stands astride a ridge which is the water-
shed between the Severn and the Trent. To the east of the
ridge the land slopes down to and merges with the industrial
area of the Black Country, and on the west it spreads out to the
Shropshire plain. The highest points in the borough are at
Bushbury Hill to the north and Colton Hills in Upper
Penn to the south, each being about 600 feet above sea level.
The lowest levels, slightly less than 350 feet, are to the north-
west side in the vicinity of the airport and racecourse.

The town lies on the western flank of the exposed coalfield
of South Staffordshire. The junction of the Carboniferous and
Triassic Series cuts diagonally across the town from north-east
to south-west. Thus the south-eastern part of the town is
situated on barren upper coal measures with productive coal
measures at the extreme south-east. The north-west part
lies on Triassic strata—Bunter and Keuper Sandstone. Almost
the whole area of the town is overlain by boulder clay and
unbedded sand and gravel with the exception of the area of the
productive coal measures in the south-east, a Triassic area in
the north and a narrow tongue of upper coal measures extend-
ing northwards from the centre of the town.
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2. Meteorology.
The chief meteorological features of 1950 were a mild
winter and a cool summer.

Various recording thermometers were away being checked
during January but the usual readings were taken at the West
Park station during the remainder of the year.

The total rainfall was 28.55 inches and this amount was
slightly more than the average. September had the greatest
rainfall (4.64 inches) and February and November were the
next wettest months, each with over four inches of precipita-
tion. March was the driest month (0.73 inches). Snow was
recorded during January and December.

The hottest day was 6th June, with a shade temperature
of 79.8°F., while the lowest recorded temperature was 19.2°F.
on two occasions, 26th and 28th February. (No records were
available for January).

3. Occupations,

Wolverhampton’s industrial history can be traced back
to the seventeenth century when, following the decline of the
town’s wool trade, it began to be known for the manufacture
of locks and keys; the padlock on the town’s coat of arms
symbolises the early importance of this trade. To this was
added the making of buckles and other hardware, and before
the middle of the eighteenth century tinplate and japanning
trades were carried on to a considerable extent. The town's
importance as an industrial centre, however, is really based
on the heavy industries of coal and iron, to which the local
resources made a great contribution. Brennan in his *° Wolver-
hampton Social and Industrial Survey 1945-46 ' states that
““ gradually the relative importance of these industries declined
and new ones came to take their place. By about 1860, nearly
half the hardware industry of the Black Country was centred
in Wolverhampton. The concentration of the manufacture
of roofing sheets was still greater. But by 18go these two
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important trades were well on the decline for wvarious
reasons . .. Lhe japanning trade, which was connected with
that of hardware, was similarly affected. But 1880 to 1885 saw
the establishment of an electrical industry. Then came cycles,
later motor cars, and finally aircraft to relieve the town of its
dependence on its old industries, At present there are other
tendencies which point away from this metals-vehicles
evolution. But . . . the point to be made is that whereas
Wolverhampton's place in the general Black Country develop-
ment was roughly the same as that of any other town, i.e,, the
town specialising in one or two of the many localised but con-
nected industries which went to make Birmingham a metals
centre, in adapting itself to changing conditions, it now
possesses a diversification approaching that of Birmingham."

Today the principal occupations in Wolverhampton in
the order of the numbers employed are classified as General
Metals (including manufacture and secondary processes and
products). Mechanical Engineering (especially wvehicles),
Commerce (mostly distributive), Transport and Communica-
tions (mainy rail and omnibus), Elecfiical Engineering,
Building, Rubber (tyres), Textiles (rayon), Professional
Services (mainly educational), Public Administration (National
and Local Government) and Personal Services (mostly private
domestic service, hotels and restaurants),

4. Unemployment.

Unemployment is negligible in amount. It is mainly
among the unskilled and the aged and it cannot be attributed
to any particular industry.

SECTION II.
HEALTH SERVICES OF THE AREA.
A. Hospital, Specialist and Allied Services,
1. Hospitals.

The Wolverhampton Hospital Management Committee
is responsible for institutions and clinics in an area that extends
from Wolverhampton to Bridgnorth, Much Wenlock, Broseley
and Shifnal. Those in or near Wolverhampton are:—
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The Royal Hospital, Cleveland Road, Wolverhampton,
a hospital of 310 beds for the treatment of general medical
and suigical patients.

The Women's Hospital and Bath Road Annexe, Wolver-
hampton, which has 76 beds used for gynaecological and
complicated maternity cases only.

The Queen Victoria Nursing Institution, Wolverhampton,
a hospital of 43 beds used for private patients only.

New Cross Hospital, Wolverhampton, a hospital of 636
beds (including 257 mental hospital beds) for the treatment of
general medical and surgical cases, diseases of children, mater-
nity patients, isolation patients, and accommodation for the
chronic sick and mental patients. In addition accommodation
serviced by the Hospital Management Committee for 586 per-
sons who are the responsibility of Wolverhampton Corporation
is provided under Part III of the National Assistance Act in the
buildings formerly known as New Cross Institution.

Wolverhampton and Midland Counties Eye Infirmary,
Wolverhampton, a hospital of 100 beds used for ophthalmic

cases only,

The Beeches Maternity Home, Wolverhampton has 16
beds used for private maternity cases only.

Penn Childien’s Hospital, Wolverhampton, containing 30
beds.

The Isolation Hospital, Wolverhampton, containing 60
beds.

Old House, Penn, a hospital of 14 beds for women, used
for post-operative patients requiring nursing.

Sister Dora Convalescent Hospital, Milford, a hospital
of 24 beds for men, used for post-operative patients requiring
nursing.

Patshull Residential Rehabilitation Centre, Patshull, has
60 beds and is used as a male residential rehabilitation centre
for selected accident cases.
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2. Sanatoria.

There is no hospital accommodation in the area
provided specially for the treatment of tuberculosis, and
pulmonary cases usually are sent to Prestwood Sanatorium.
In view of the urgent demand for beds, a ward containing
16 beds at the Borough Isolation Hospital was opened in
September, 1950, for the reception of female patients likely to
derive benefit from active treatment.

Oithopaedic cases generally receive treatment at Oswestry
Orthopaedic Hospital.

3. Chest Clinics.
The Anti-tuberculosis Clinic in Bell Street provides chest

clinic facilities for both Wolverhampton and the surrounding
district. The premises are too small for the demands made
upon them and the Hospital Management Committee hopes
to extend them.

4. Venereal Diseases Clinic,
This is situated at the Royal Hospital, Wolverhampton,
and provides a service for both Wolverhampton and the sur-

rounding district.

5. Mursing Homes,
There are three private maternity homes together con-
taining 35 beds and three private nursing homes containing

23 beds.

6. Bacteriology.
Laboratory facilities are available at the Stafford Labora-

tory of the Medical Research Council’s Public Health Labora-
tory Service and at the Pathology Laboratory of the Royal
Hospital, Wolverhampton.

B. Local Executive Council Services.

1. General Medical Service.

At the end of March, 1951, 159,771 people living in
Wolverhampton were on doctors’ lists, representing g8% of the
population, Their medical care was undertaken by 111 medical
practitioners, 64 of whom live within, and practise from 57

surgeries within the borough.
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The cost of this service for the year ending the 31st March,
1951, was £156,481, equivalent to 19/4d. a head of the
population.

2, Pharmaceutical Service.

There were at the end of March, 1951 under contract with
the Executive Council 41 firms or persons having 60 places of
business (45 in the borough) dispensing all medicines, 3 firms
or persons supplying drugs not required to be dispensed and
13 firms or persons (g in the borough) supplying appliances.

The cost of this service for the year ending 31st March,
1951, was £125,031, equivalent to 15/5d. a head of the
population.

3. Dental Service.
At the end of March, 1951, there were 43 dental prac-
titioners on the Executive Council’s list,

The cost of this service for the year ending 31st March,
1951, was £190,000, equivalent to £1 3s. 7d. a head of the
population.

4, Ophthalmic Service.

The service enables a patient to have his sight tested by
either an ophthalmic medical practitioner or an ophthalmic
optician and then, if glasses are necessary, to have them
provided either by an ophthalmic optician or a dispensing
optician. = There were at the end of March, 1g51, under
contract with the Executive Council # ophthalmic medical
practitioners, 13 ophthalmic opticlans and #% dispensing
opticians. Dr. Jevons, Assistant School Medical Officer, is
one of the ophthalmic medical practiioners and prescribes
spectacles for school children who require them.

The cost of this service for the year ending 31st March,
1951, was £85,373, equivalent to 10/6d. a head of the
population.,

5. General.

The cost of admininstration for the year ending 31st
March, 1951, was £9,245, equivalent to 1/1d. a head of the
population. The total cost of the services therefore was
£567,030, equivalent to [3 gs. 11d. a head of the population,
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C. Local Authority Health Services.

1. Clinics.

At the beginning of the year it was decided to discontinue
the subsidiary ante-natal clinic at Fordhouses held on Friday
morning. Patients attending this clinic were transferred to
the Monday morning clinic. It was also decided to discontinue
the subsidiary ante-natal clinic held at Ward Street on Monday
morning and patients attending this clinic attended the Thurs-
day morning clinic there. The Wednesday afternoon immunisa-
tion sessions held at Park Lane, Lea Road and Lowe Street
Centres were discontinued for a period coinciding with the
prevalence of poliomyelitis in the town.

Below is a list of clinics held during the year:—

Ante-Natal, Infants & Toddlers.
Fordhouses, Monday 9 a.m. Fordhouses, Monday &
Park Lane, Tuesday & Friday 2 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. Park Lane,
Lowe Street, Tuesday 9 a.m. Tuesday & Friday 2 p.m.
Lr. Stafford St., Wednesday 9 a.m. Lowe Street, Tue&dg 2 p.m.
St. Oswalds, Wednesday 9 a.m. Lr. Stafford St,, W ncscia.}r 2 pm.
Ward Street, Thursday 9 a.m, St. Oswalds,
Lea Road, Thursday & Wednesday & Thursday 2 p.m,
Friday 9 a.m. Ward Street,

Monday & Thursday 2 p.m.
Lea Road, Monday,
Tuesday & Friday 2 p.m.

Post Natal Clinic. Immunisation Clinics,
Lowe Street, Thursday 2 p.m. Park Lane, Wednesday 2 p.m.
Family Planning Clinic. Lea Road, Wednesday 2.30 p.m.
Lowe Street, Monday 2 p.m. Lowe Street, Wednesday, 8 p.m.

2, Care of Mothers and Children,
(a) Births and Still Births.. There were 2,749 infants born
alive during the year to parents normally resident in Wolver-
hampton; of thése infants 1,507 were born at home and 1,242
in institutions.

The still births numbered 71, and of these 23 were born
at home and 48 in institutions.

These figures exceed those given by the Registrar General
as they include a small number of births which the Registrar
General has transferred to other areas.
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Of the 48 babies nursed entirely at home, 39 survived the
first 28 days; of the rr born in private nursing homes, all
survived the first 28 days.

The premature baby nuise paid g47 visits to premature
babies born at home and 224 visits to premature babies dis-
cha_.rged from hospitals or nursing homes. In addition, she
paid special visits to weakly infants requiring special care.

(d) Illegitimate Children. There were 139 illegitimate
children born alive during the year; of these, 74 were males
and 65 females; there were also 3 illegitimate still births.

The local authority does not maintain a special home for
the reception of expectant mothers, but made grants to the
Legge Home (£246) and the Hay Home (£50). When required,
arrangements are made for the admission of expectant mothers
to homes maintained by the Lichfield Diocesan Moral Welfare
Association, to Roman Catholic or to Salvation Army Homes;
when necessary, financial assistance is given in meeting the
charges made by the homes.

During the year 60 cases applied to the department for
help. Two of these applications subsequently were withdrawn,
13 were referred elsewhere and 14 had not been dealt with by
the end of the year. The remaining 31 cases were dealt with,
as were IT cases outstanding from the previous year, making
a total of 42 cases. Of these, 25 were admitted to moral
welfare homes and financial assistance was given to four of
them by the local health authority.

In 22 cases the mother kept her baby, in 12 cases it was
placed for adoption, in 7 cases it was placed in a residential
nursery and in one case the child died.

(e) Child Welfare Centres. Each week, 13 sessions wele
held for infants and toddlers. The total attendances at these
sessions was less than in the previous year, but the number of
new cases attending for the first time has shown a slight increase.
Following the advent of the National Health Service Act,
mothers are now using the infant welfare centres for the purpose
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for which they were intended, namely, advice with regaid to the
feeding and management of the child, and to matters pertaining
to the prevention of disease. Fewer cases of ill children, who
in any case should be seen in the home or in the doctor's
surgery, are finding their way to the infant welfare centres.

Vaccinations and immunisations were carried out at the
normal infant welfare sessions in addition to the special
immunisation sessions held on Wednesday afternoon. (See
Table II).

(f) Day Nurseries. Birmingham Road Day Nursery,
which had been closed in December, 1049, following an
epidemic of Sonne dysentery, was re-opened, and selected
children who had been proved to be free from infection on
bacteriological examination were re-admitted, Investigation
of the remaining children continued and they were re-admitted
as soon as they were proved to be non-infective. By the end
of January all the children had returned and no further case
of dysentery occurred.

The training of nursery students for the Certificate of the
Nursery Nurses Examination Board continued in both nurseries.
A course of two years training is given, of which nine months
is spent by the student in the nursery schools of the Educa-
tion Department. Two days a week are devoted to further
education lectures and the remainder of the time is spent
by the students in gaining practical experience in the nursery.

Immunisation against diphtheria and whooping cough were
carried out in the nurseries, except during the months in which
poliomyelitis was prevalent. Some alterations in the
method of admission of the children into the nurseries was
made during the year. Pieviously two lists had been kept;
an ordinary waiting list and a list of children regarded as
belonging to a priority class. In the main, children from the
latter list only were admitted, but if, as occasionally happened,
there was no child on that list corresponding to the age group
in which the vacancy occurred, a child from the ordinary list
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(b) Municipal Midwives. There were 20 full-time and
one part-time municipal midwives practising at the end of the
year. They attended 1,330 cases as midwives and I55 cases
as maternity nurses. Altogether, 25,912 visits were paid by
domiciliary midwives to women delivered at home; in
addition cases delivered in hospital and discharged before the
fourteenth day were visited by midwives during the remainder
of the lying-in period.

Gas and air was administered to 473 women; three more
midwives completed successfully a course of instruction in its
administration,

(c¢) Ante-natal Clinics. = There were 447 sessions for
expectant mothers during the year. The number of new cases
attending amounted to 978 and altogether 5,316 wvisits were
paid; this was a decrease on the previous year.

Prior to the introduction of the National Health Service
Scheme in 1948, the majority of women attending the clinics
of the local authority were those who had booked a midwife
only to be in attendance at the confinement, and they visited
their private doctor only when deviation from the normal
occuired. A domiciliary midwife could call in the services of
a private doctor under the *‘Medical Aid "' scheme, and when
she did so, the doctor in many cases saw the patient for the
first time when labour was advanced. @ The new Act gave
every woman the opportunity of having her doctor present
at the confinement and of seeing her doctor at least twice
during the ante-natal period.

It was obvious that some re-organisation of the ante-natal
clinics was necessary and that close co-operation between
clinics, midwives and general practitioners was desirable.
During the year, meetings between representatives of the
general practitioners and medical officers of the health depart-
ment were held and a scheme of co-operation drawn up. In
addition, midwives were given the full use of equipment and
facilities at the ante-natal clinics. Patients attended on certain
days to book the midwife and returned for subsequent examina-
tion on the day on which their midwife was due to attend.
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The scheme began to operate in the latter half of November
and it was not possible by the end of the year to judge the
effect as far as the ante-natal clinics were concerned,

(d) Post-natal Clinic. A weekly session is held at Lowe
Street infant welfare centre on Thursday afternoons, Fifty
sessions were held during the year, there were 85 new patients
and 180 attendances were made.

(e) Puerperal Pyrexia. During the year 9 cases of
puerperal pyrexia were notified, 5 by doctors in hospital and 4

by general practitioners. Of the latter 4 cases, 3 subsequently
were transferred to hospital.

(f) Maternal Mortality.  Five maternal deaths were
reported during the year, and all occurred in hospital. Two of
the patients lived outside the area but had been admitted to
a local hospital for their confinements.

The deaths of the three Wolverhampton residents were
due to:—

(i) obstetric shock following forceps delivery,

(ii) haemorrhage associated with placenta praevia and

(iii) acute cardiac failure, post-partum anaemia; primary atypical

) pneumonia,

(g) Maternity Packs. The distribution of maternity packs
for women being confined at home and taking advantage of
the National Health Service was carried out at the Lea Road
welfare centre. It was found that a number of women entitled
to a pack did not apply until after the birth, and to these
women, provided application was made within 4 days of the
birth, maternity sets were distributed containing material
necessary in the lying-in period.

Many applications for maternity packs were received from
women who were to enter private nursing homes for their
confinements but distribution to these patients was discontinued
towards the end of the year following the receipt of an instruc-
tion from the Ministry of Health stating that these patients
were not entitled to them.

Altogether, 1,638 maternity packs and 342 maternity sets
were distributed.



32

(h) Family Planning Clinic.  This clinic at which married
women are advised on methods of birth control is held weekly
at Lowe Street welfare centre; only women referred by medical
practitioners are admitted to the clinic. Women attending for
the first time numbered 52 and a total of 679 attendances was
made.

5. Health Visiting.
The arrival of three new health wvisitors, who had been

appointed under the scheme for subsidising their training,

brought the staff up to full strength for a short period, although
due to subsequent changes it was not maintained.  Three

further pupil health visitors were appointed to undergo training.

Details of the effective visits made during 1950 are given
below:—

Expectant mothers 219
Infants 7.889
Children (1 to 5§ years) ... 12,676
Infections diseases G40
Special visits 5 g e 1,741
Total wisits 23,416

In addition, health visitors attended 2,373 half-day sessions
at the clinics,
An increasing number of visits is being paid to the aged.

6. School Health Service,
In December, 1950, there were 26,556 children attending

schools in Wolverhampton; 520 were at the Grammar School,
g50 at private schools and 25,086 at county and voluntary
schools. The school health service provides routine medical
inspection and minor ailment, ophthalmic, orthopaedic,
paediatric, aural, child guidance and dental clinics. Special
Schools are provided for delicate children and for those who

are educationally sub-normal.
During the year, 13 children of school age died, two of

them in residential institutions for the mentally defective. Of
the remaining 11, three died of tuberculous meningitis, three
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lost their lives accidentally (two in road accidents and one by
drowning), and the remaining 5 died from bronchitis,
leukaemia, acute necrosis of the liver, pneumococcal menin-
gitis and rheumatic fever,

7. Home Nursing.

During the year it was impossible to appoint nurses willing
to reside in the nurses’ home in Bath Road and accordingly
one of the two houses of which the home is comprised was con-
converted to other uses. At th: end of December the staff
consisted of a supervisor, five full-time state registered nurses,
three full-time state enrolled assistant nurses and one part-
time state registered nurse.

The number of new cases attended by the nurses was over
20 per cent more than in the previous year. Details of the
work of the nurses for the year is given in Table IV and a
summary is given below:—

e ——— e —_—

Cases on register MNew cases. Total visits. Cases on register
e LfL B0 SRS © o oL /190

114 1,036 ] 23,620 116

8. Domestic Help.

At the beginning of the year, there were 5 full-time and
10 part-time home helps, but in view of the great demands for
this service the number was increased so that at the end of
the year there were 7 full-time and 19 part-time workers
employed regularly. In addition a few temporary part-time
home helps were engaged during the year with a minimum
of two hours work daily, for helping in homes where a small
amount of assistance was required every day; the experiment
proved successful and will be extended.

In 1949 some home helps were employed at day nurseries
or other Corporation premises when not required for their
normal duties, but the demand for their services as home helps
was so great in 1950 that no time was spent on other work.,
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A course of instruction was given at the Technical College
between February and July to a number of home helps, and
the syllabus which included subjects such as cookery, house-
hold management, home nursing and the use of modern
electrical appliances was found to be very helpful, particularly
to the younger workers.

The cases assisted by home helps during the year con-
sisted of:—

Maternity o o A L]
Tuberculosis S 6
Acute illness s - o 156
Chronic illness ... i ane 67

Total aee e 234

The supervisor investigates the conditions in every case
before a home help is sent and subsequently she pays weekly
visits. The number of visits paid by the supervisor was 1,048.

9, Vaccination and Immunisation.

(a) Vaccination against Smallpox. This procedure, which
is now voluntary as the Vaccination Acts were repealed when
the National Health Service Act came into operation, is carried
out either by the patient’s general practitioner or by the
medical staff of the local aunthority. During the year 818
persons were vaccinated and 167 were re-vaccinated. Of those
vaccinated, 671 were under one year old and of those re-
vaccinated 146 were over 15 years old. Medical officers of
the local authority carried out 278 of the 985 vaccinations and
re-vaccinations.

As 2,723 infants were born during the year, the 671

vaccinated under one year old represented 25 per cent of those
born,
(b) Immunisation against Diphtheria. During the year, 641
children under the age of 15 years were immunised by private
practitioners and 1,214 by medical officers of the local authority
in schools, clinics or nurseries, making a total of 1,855 children
immuniscd against diphtheria. In addition, reinforcing doses
were given to 41 children by private practitioners and to
1,404 by medical officers of the local authority, almost entirely
in schools, making a total of 1,445.
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12, Mental Health Services,

(a) Administration. The Mental Treatment Sub-Committee
of the Health Committee meets monthly, and delegates no
duties to voluntary associations.

The staff of the Health Department includes one female
and two male mental health workers all of whom are
officers duly authorised to take initial proceedings in providing
care and treatment for persons suffering from mental illness.
The female officer devotes most of her time to duties concerned
with the ascertainment and supervision of mental defectives,
while the two male officers are engaged principally in carrying
out the duties of the Local Health Authority under the Lunacy
and Mental Treatment Acts, and those duties under Section
28 of the National Health Service Act, 1946 which refer to the
prevention of mental illness, the care and the after-care of
persons suffering from mental illness.

The staff of the Occupation Centre for mental defectives
has been increased during 1950 and now consists of a supervisor
and three assistants, and there are also three part-time guides
to escort the children to and from the Centre. A part-time
clerk is employed in the office of the Health Depart-
ment, and the staff of the Town Clerk, who keeps the register
of mental defectives, give part-time assistance with clerical
and committee work,

The majority of patients suffering from mental illness are
admitted at the request of general practitioners, by the duly
authorised officers, under Section 20 of the Lunacy Act, 18ge,
to New Cross Hospital for a period of three days. Those
cases found after observation to require further treat-
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went to the annual conference of the National Association of
Mental Health, and the staff of the Occupation Centre attended
a short course held at Stafford.

(b) Work undertaken, The mental health workers carry out
important duties concerned both with prevention and afier-
care.  When cases are brought to their notice they try to
persuade patients likely to benefit from hospital treatment to
seek admission as voluntary patients, and in 1950 one patient
in four was admitted to hospital on a voluntary basis. When
a patient is in hospital, they help with the problems that
often present themselves both to the patient and to his relatives
at home resulting from his prolonged incapacity for work. A
patient discharged from hospital usually appreciates the
friendly interest and help of the mental health workers, the
relatives welcome advice about his environmental conditions
and if the patient proves unco-operative his relatives aie
heartened by the advice and assistance which is readily avail-
able. At the end of the year, 61 former hospital patients were
being visited regularly by the mental health workers.

Acting as officers duly authorised to take initial proceed-
ings under the Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts in pro-
viding care and treatment of persons suffering from mental
illness, the mental health workers arranged the admission of
159 patients (71 males and 88 females) to New Cross Hospital
for observation, and 45 of them (18 males and 27 females)
subsequently were certified and admitted to mental hospitals.
In addition 52 voluntary patients (29 males and 23 females)
and one temporary patient were admitted to hospital. At the
end of ine year, 417 Wolverhampton residents (192 males and
225 females) were known to be receiving treatment in mental
hospitals.

Under the Mental Deficiency Acts, 4 boys and 4 girls of
school age found to be ineducable, and 4 boys and one girl
leaving the special school for educationally sub-normal children
at the age of 16 were found to require supervision, and these
13 children were placed under statutory supervision. Steps
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5.. Places of Public Entertainment.

Investigations were made during the year with respect to
the conditions prevailing at cinemas, theatres, one racecourse
and a football ground, situated within the borough. As a
result, extensive alterations and improvements were effected
in several cases.

Racecourse, The original sanitary accommodation in connec-
fion with certain sections of the racecourse was constructed of
wood with paved floors, consisting of 17 pail closets and two
urinals for males and 22 pail closets for females, which were
generally in an unsatisfactory condition.

As a result of representations to the management a scheme
was adopted with a view to providing brick built structures
and the conversion of the existing pail closets into wash-down
water closets.

Subsequently, the whole of the insanitary conveniences
were dispensed with, four brick built structures were erected
containing 17 water closets and two large urinals for males,
and 23 water closets for females, with the provision of adequate
means of lighting and ventilation. Each of the water closet
compartments was fitted with a rapid filling type of flushing
apparatus. A new 6 inch drainage system was laid connecting
the conveniences to an enlarged brick built cesspool some
distance away from these conveniences.

Arrangements have been made for the cesspool to be
emptied at the termination of each day’'s meeting.

Upon inspection of the public bars and restaurants it was
ascertained that there was an absence of adequate hot water
supplies for the washing of utensils.  Additional gas and
electrically operated water heaters have now been installed.

The counters were found to be badly worn and of open
jointed woodwork., New polished wooden counters have been
fitted to each of the bars.

Football Ground.

An inspection of the public bars at this football ground
revealed that althongh each bar was fitted with a properly
drained wash-up sink the means of obtaining hot water supplies
for the washing of utensils and glasses was unsatisfactory.

i
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10, Atmospheric Pollution.

Efforts to oblain a cleaner atmosphere have been vigor-
ously maintained during the year. A major step in this direc-
tion was the passing of the Wolverhampton Corporation Act,
1950. The Act operated from 1st July, 1950, and gives the Local
Authority power to set up smokeless zones, that is, aieas in
which the emission of smoke will be prohibited, and provision
is also made for prior approval of furnaces for steam raising
or manufacturing purposes. By virtue of this Act, the Corpora-
tion have power to introduce district heating schemes and
the operation of such schemes should result in less fuel being
burnt in the premises served.

In connection with the presentation of the Wolverhampton
Corporation Bill to Parliament, a survey of the central area
of the town was carried out and a typical specimen smokeless
zone defined. A detailed analysis was made of all apparatus
consuming fuel within the zone and the quantities and type
of fuel ascertained. It was found that there was already a
trend towards the use of smokeless appliances, both as regards
the fuels used and the apparatus in use.

Smoke Abatement, In an industrial area such as Wolver-
hampton, there are many and varied installations from which
smoke is emitted. The term ‘‘smoke’’ includes soot, ash,
grit and gritty particles, emitted from an installation in which
fuel is burnt,

During the year, 140 observations were carried out, some
as the result of complaints, but most of them as a routine
measure. Twenty-two of these observations indicated an
excessive amount of smoke and in each case the premises
concerned were visited and the plant inspected.

In a number of instances, improved methods of firing or
disposal of waste material effected an immediate reduction in
the amount of smoke, From fourteen premises the emission
of smoke was particularly heavy, and informal or statutory
notices for abatement of the nuisances were served in respect
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of six of these cases. At the remaining eight premises, work
which would abate or reduce the nuisance was in hand or
projected. The smoke abatement provisions in the Public
Health Act, 1936, may not be exercised so as to obstruct ot
interfere with certain specified processes and several of the
more serious nuisances already mentioned originated from
these processes,

Grit from cupolas, and dust from pulverised fuel burning
plant caused nuisances in some localities, but in each case
arrangements had already been made for work to be carried
out and the nuisances should ultimately be abated,

Most of the fuel used in industrial apparatus is in the
form of bituminous coal, and in many instances the excessive
smoke is due to inefficient hand firing. There is a trend to
automatic stoking, mainly on the grounds of economy. An
automatic stoker properly adjusted and maintained, usually
results in a considerable reduction, often for practical purposes,
the virtual elimination of smoke.

During the year under review, smoke has been reduced
to negligible proportions in each case where installations have
been provided with automatic apparatus, One installation
has proved so satisfactory that other similar furnaces are to
be modified in the same manner.

Other alterations and repairs to furnaces etc., have been
carried out during the year, resulting in a reduction in the

amount of smoke emitted.

Droplets due to the condensation of water vapour emitted
from a cooling tower have for some time been a source of
nuisance to the occupiers of premises in the vicinity. At the
direction of the General Purposes Committee a detailed survey
was made and the nature and extent of the nuisance

ascertained,

It is understood that modifications are contemplated to
reduce the emission of water vapour and so eliminate the
cause of the nuisance.
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Measurement of Pollution. This Authority in common with
many others, carries out investigations to determine the degree
of afmospheric pollution in the aiea.

Polluting matter in the atmosphere consists of grit particles
which fall to the ground near their point of origin; fine sus-
pended particles in the form of smoke, and gases.

Solid matter which falls to the ground is collected
in gauges specially designed for the purpose by the Depart-
ment of Industrial and Scientific Research, to whom the results
of all investigations are submitted. Two such gauges are in
use in the Borough, one at the Public Abattoir, Cleveland
Road, and one in Bantock Park. The results indicate that the
deposit during 1950 amounted to 108.59 tons per square mile
at Bantock Park, whilst at the Public Abattoir the deposit was
269.96 tons per square mile. This latter figure represents an
annual deposit of three and one-eighth ounces per square yard.

The concentration of smoke in the atmosphere is ascer-
tained by the separation of fine suspended particles from the
air by means of a smoke filter installed at the Health Depart-
ment. Results are obtained as a daily average and expressed
in milligrams per cubic metre. = The concentration had a
seasonable variation. In January it was 0.1495 milligrams
per cubic metre, whilst in July the figure was 0.0119 milligrams

per cubic metre.

Gases are produced during the process of combustion,
and of these, sulphur compounds are particularly objectionable.
The acids formed by their dissolution in water have a very
destructive effect on building fabrics, plant life, etc.  Two
types of apparatus have been installed in different parts of the
borough to measure the concentration of sulphurous gases in
the atmosphere.

One method by which these gases are measured is based
on their reaction with lead peroxide appliéd to a specially
prepared surface.  The apparatus used in this method is
located at the following premises:—
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As Wolverhampton is situated on the main route from
Birmingham to Manchester and the North West, boat traffic
is comparatively heavy. Within the area is a British Water-
ways Depot, a boat dock, and facilities for boats to tie up
when not working. As a result, there is usually a number of
boats in the area, and routine inspections are made at frequent
intervals.

During 1950, 189 boats were inspected; these were occupied
by a total of 491 persons, of which 181 were children,

As a result of these inspections, 72 infringements of the
Public Health Act, Canal Boats Act and Regulations were
found. Twenty-five of these related to the Registration
Certificates which were either torn, not being carried on the

boat, or incorrect.

Of the remaining infringements, thirteen were due to
defective painting. The Regulations obtaining require the
interior of Canal Boat cabins to be painted every three years,
but docking facilities are proving inadequate,

An analysis of the infringements found is detailed in the
following table:—

Certificates (absence of or dv{ectwr} 25
Marking of Boats o 5
Overcrowding 3
Pa.mtmg {deim:twe or mrerdue] 13
Water Vessels (absence of or defectiv e}l 3
Cabins leaking ... . 18
Dilapidations 5

Total ... 79

Thiity-five of the Notices served were not complied with
at the end of the year.

13. Rats and Mice Destruction.

At the beginning of the year, the destruction of rats and
mice was continued in accordance with the scheme laid down
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and adopted by
the Council for the financial year, 1049/50.
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On the 31st March, 1950, the Prevention of Damage by
Pests Act, 1949, came into force; this Act repealed the Rats
and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. The Ministry decided
to make grants to local authorities in respect of their expen-
diture under Part I of this new Act. Under the scheme,
subject to local authorities fulfilling the conditions laid down,
giants may be made equal to one half of the expenditure
incurred by them in the performance of their functions, so
far as not recovered thereunder.

The Council again decided that no charge should bs made
for treatment carried out at private dwellings, except when
it is done in default of a notice under Section 4; in such an
instance, costs should be recovered in full from the house-
holder as it is not the Minister's intention that any part of
the cost of treating premises, where the owner or occupier is
unco-operative, should fall on public funds. In actual fact,
during the year there has been continued co-operation from
this source, and it has not been necessary to take action of
this latter nature.

Local authority properties, including sewage disposal
works, refuse tips, refuse destructors, markets, abattoir, civic
restaurants and schools, were treated whenever necessary.
Under the new scheme, expenditure incurred in treatment of
premises, occupied or maintained by the local authority for
the purposes of trade, does not rank for grant-aid. Sewer
maintenance treatments, in accordance with the methods of
the Ministry, were applied on two occasions, bait bases and
poisons being alternated.

As previously, grant-aid is not available in respect of
expenditure incurred in treatment of infestations at commercial
and industrial premises, and such expenditure has to be fully
reimbursed. During the year, agreements were signed by the
occupiers of factories, cinemas, food premises and warious
types of shops and stores for the services of the rodent
operatives. The necessary treatments were carried out, and
the expenditure subsequently recovered. :
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SECTION V.,
1. Housing—Clearance Schemes.

The two Clearance Schemes initiated before the war but
not yet completed are the Moseley Village (No. 1) Clearance
Area compiising 174 houses and the Dale Street (No. I)
Clearance Area comprising 374 houses.

At the end of the year the number of houses still remain-

ing to be dealt with to clear these two Areas were as follows:—
Cﬂluured Cnloumd

Moseley Village (No. 1) Clearance Area Gru{
Dale Street (No. 1) Clearance Area 15'3
2, Individual unfit Houses.
The Council have continued their activities under Sections
11 and 12 of the Housing Act, 1936, and certain progress was
made during the year with regard to Demolition Orders being
carried into effect.
The following details constitute an analysis of the action
taken under this Part of the Act, together with the results
obtained during the year now under consideration.

Insgectmna—-
ction 11 238
Represented to Committee:—

Section 11 " il 56
Orders Made:—

Section 11 (Demolition} 36

¥ 11 (Undertakings not to use for human
habitation accepted) 1

Houses Demolished:—

Section 11 10
Persons Dlsplaccd -

Section 11 52
Houses "r"uluntan}}r Demolished:— 1

3. Summary of Houses dealt with,

No. No. Demol- Statutory Closing
Houses | Closing ition Mo. No. Under- |Complied| Orders
Repres- ers | Orders | Houses | Demol- | takings | with. Deter-
Year Statute | ented made. made. | Closed ished. |accep mimdt |
|950 1936 Act 56 —_ 36 - 10 1 —_ —
Tntnls 1925 Act 95 95 31 95 87 —_ = =
1930 Act | 1,072 49 916 49 *804 88 88 39
1936 Act | 1,675 25 1,203 25 1,110 279 247 3
Tatals :
under 2842 169 | 2,150 169 2,001 367 335 42
Various
Statutes

*These figures include 4 houses which were demolished before Demolition Orders could be served.



P ———ERRIRRS—— e e e

73

4. General.

At the present time approximately 5,800 houses await
action under the Housing Acts in addition to 171 houses still
remaining to be dealt with in the Moseley Village (No. 1)
Compulsory Purchase Order and Dale Street (No. 1) Com-
pulsory Purchase Order.

These consist of some 70 houses remaining in the Dale
Street Compulsory Purchase Orders and Clearance Areas not
confirmed by the Minister, 2,184 in 36 other areas included
in the Council’s Slum Clearance Programme in 1938 and
3,550 other low standard properties.

It will be seen that on the present allocation of new houses
devoted to slum clearance, 50 per annum, it would take over
100 years to deal with the present register of low standaid
properties.

Many of these houses are completely worn out and it is
felt that the desirability of making an increased allocation
of houses for slum clearance should be considered at an early
date,

SECTION VI.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
1. Meat Inspection.
Public Abattoir. The Staff at the Abattoir comprises one full-
time Inspector and one part-time Clerk.

During the year the services of two Sanitary Inspectors
have been available in rotation, when required, principally
during the peak period of killing.

The Abattoir is the Ministry of Food slaughtering centre
and distributing depot for an area which includes one county
borough, three boroughs, 6 urban districts and 1 rural district.
The population ‘served from the Abattoir is approximately
400,000, and the value of the meat and offals supplied averages
£30,000 weekly.
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Inspections for Cysticercus Bovis have been carried out
in all cattle and cows during the year. 34 animals showed
evidence of infection—27 bullocks and heifers and 7 cows. No
case of generalised cysticercus bovis was found, Where the
cyst was present, suspected offals were destroyed and the
carcase removed to the Cold Storage Depot at Birmingham,
on instructions from the Ministry of Food.

Of the meat (in carcase form) and offals submitted for
inspection, which were received from premises outside the
Borough 2 tons 3 cwts. 3 gqrs. 25 lbs. of meat and 17 cwis.
o qrs. 21 lbs. of offals were destroyed. The amount con-
demned suggests that the provisions of the Public Health
(Meat) Regulations 1924, Part II, 8(2) regarding notification
of slaughter and of diseased conditions have not been complied
with,

Private Slaughterhouse. At one private slaughterhouse in the
borough, 7,382 pigs were slaughtered, an increase of 453 over
last year. At these premises 1 ton 8 cwts. o qrs. 2 lbs. of
meat and 1 ton 3 cwts. o qrs. 1 lb. of offals were condemned.
Condemnation was mainly on account of tuberculosis. 255
pigs showed some evidence of disease and 6 were wholly

condemned.

Cold Stores, Of imported meat inspected in Cold Stores 1 ton
g cwts, 2 qr. o lbs. were condemned. From one consignment
of sheep and lamb carcases which were affected with Black-
spot mould, one carcase was wholly condemned, and in 87
carcases extensive trimming was necessary, the weight of
the carcase and trimmings amounting to 12 cwts. 2 qrs. 22 1bs.

138 tins of corned beef and 25 tins of corned mutton were
condemned on account of mould, rust or blown tins
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Private
Cattle Sheep Blaughter-
exclnuaing| Cows. Calvus. and Pigs. | house.
Cows. Lambs, Pigs.
umber killed 14,025 8,712 | 21,108 | 54,781 5,973 7,882
Number inspected 14,025 8,712 | 21,103 | 564,731 5,975 7,082
All diseases except T.B.
Whole carcases condemned 7 189 119 107 35 (]
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned | 1,985 4,902 80 8,335 117 14
Percer tage of the number
~ inspected affected with
diseases other than T.B. 14.13 57.86 0.98 6.27 3.54 0.28
T.B, only.
Whole carcases condemned)| a7 333 5 — 7 1
Carcases of which some part
~ or organ was condemned 1,178 4,587 2 o= 303 246
Percentage of the number
in.gected affected with
T.B, 8.52 56.47 0.02 — 5.20 3.84

review:—

floor.

2. Improvements and renovations at the Public Abattoir.

Representations weie made to the Markets Committee
with reference to the contraventions at these premises of the
various statutes obtaining, and in consequence the following
work was undertaken and completed during the year under

a. The re-arrangement of the distribution of carcases in the
Cooling Hall so as to prevent soiling by contact with the

b. The provision of washbasins properly drained; provided
with constant supplies of hot and cold water and situated
so that they are readily accessible to all persons engaged
in slaughtering and meat handling.

c. Increased urinal accommodation for male employees.
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4. Milk Supply.

During the year, the Register of dairies and distributors
under the Milk and Dairies Regulations was completed.

The great bulk of the milk supply in the Borough con-
sists of sterilised and pasteurised bottled milk. There are now
only six small dairies within the Borough retailing loose milk.
Their supplies are drawn from the larger dairies and consist
of bulk pasteurised milk. The amount of loose pasteurised milk
sold is very small and it is anticipated that within the near
future the retail sale of loose milk will cease altogether. There
are several producer retailers within the Borough but these
do not come under the control and supervision of the Local
Authority.

Theie are four dairies in the Borough licenced for the
pasteurising and sterilising of milk. All have modern plant
installed for the processing of milk and for the incidental
processes of washing and filling bottles. Close supervision is
given to the processing of milk by frequent routine visits
and plant inspection at the dairies and routine sampling of
the milk and milk bottles for bacteriological examination. The
number of unsatisfactory results obtained from these examina-
tions were comparatively very few and the milk supply of
the Borough may be considered to be a satisfactory one.

In one large dairy where the boilerhouse communicated
with the part of the dairy into which the milk supplies were
received, action was taken which resulted in the erection of
a brick wall so as to disconnect the boilerhouse from the
dairy.

Dairies and Milkshops. During the year, 142 applications
were received with respect to registration and for the issue of
the necessary licences, which were subsequently granted.
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Premises removed from the Register.—

(a) For Manufacture —_—

(b) For Sale 17
Inspections of:—

Manufacturers’ Premises 377

Vendors' Premises i 701

Purveyors’ Vehicles 2

Analysis of Improvements Recorded:—

alls, ceilings, etc., cleansed and/or redecorated 2
Walls, ceilings, floors, etc., repaired ‘ 2
Storage accommodation lmproued 2
Sufficient supply of hot water pmwdﬂd 7
Miscellaneous improvements a3

Notices. Served. | Complied.
Intimation 13 10
Stﬂ-t“tﬂ['}r saw mra mua aaw e e

9. Sampling.

During the year 413 samples of food and drugs were taken
for analysis by the Public Analyst, consisting of 195 formal
samples and 218 informal samples. Fifty-four samples
(13.1%) consisting of 32 formal and 22 informal samples were
found to be non-genuine or bearing an unsatisfactory label
or description.

Of the 165 samples of milk taken for analysis, 42 (25.45%)
consisting of 27 formal samples and 15 informal samples were
found to be below the prescribed standard. Of these, 31 samples
(18.78%) consisting of 19 formal samples and 12 informal
samples were found to contain extraneous water varying from
4% to 20% and 11 samples (6.66%) were reported to be
deficient of fat in amounts varying from 3% to 23%. The fact
that 31 samples were found to contain added water would
appear to be serious but these samples concerned three pro-
ducers only. In no case was a sample of milk taken on retail
sale found to contain added water. Proceedings were
instituted in each case, one producer being fined {6 and
f1 15, 0d. costs, in a second case a fine of {3 on each of two
summonses was inflicted with £16 10s. od. costs, and in a third
case the producer was fined {10 on each of five summonses,
a total of f50, with special costs of {7 7s. od. In three
instances, samples of milk taken from retailers were found
to be deficient in fat. In each case follow up samples were
taken at the farms supplying the retailers and were found to
be deficient in fat showing that the deficiency was a natural
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school kitchen are situated in premises brought into use during
the war years and may be said to reflect in their lay-out and
equipment war-time improvisation. Matters observed during
routine visits requiring attention were referred to the appro-
priate department,

A structural defect common to many catering establish-
ments, particularly those that have been in existence for many
years is the disproportion between the dining rooms and the
numbers catered for and the space allotted to the kitchen
and ancillary rooms. The difficulty in obtaining the necessary
building licences has prevented in several instances substantial
reconstruction of existing premises, There are five under-
ground kitchens within the borough.

In the inspection of catering establishments attention is
also given to the examination of food stored and prepared
on the premises.

Close attention is also given to the presence of vermin,
rats, mice, cockroaches, ‘‘steam flies,”” flies, etc., liable to
infest such establishments. Where found, advice is given on
remedial measures for dealing with the infestation.

The control of catering establishments in the interests
both of the trade as well as of the public cannot be complete
and entirely satisfactory without registration of such premises.
The provision for registration would be purposeless unless
it included the power to refuse registration to use premises
for starting a new business unless or until they satisfy certain
specified requirements and to remove from the register existing
premises where conditions were unsatisfactory and there had
been wilful neglect to take remedial action.

11. Provision Shops, Warehouses, and other Shop Premises.
227 inspections of provision shops and warehouses and
972 inspections of other shop premises were made.
The following table summarises the notices served, the
improvements recorded and the exemption certificates

granted:—
























