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Public Health Offices,
Town Hal1l,
Braintree, IZssex.

August 1969

To the Chairman and ‘embers of
Witham Urban District Council.

Kr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have ple=sure in presenting for vour infomation the annual rerort
for 1968 on the he=lth, wvitsl statistics and senitary circumstances of the
Witham Urban District.

The report as usual is compiled in accordéance with the instructions
from the linister of Hezlth and Social Security and it contains statisties
of the worl done a2t the vzrious clinies run by the Dasex County Council.

I am grateful to Dr. Ililler 'lood for surplying these figures.

I presented my first revort in 1955 and this #»ill be my last. Quite
a lot has happened durins these 14 years., I hezrd zbout tentzative plans
for takinz London overs»ill szoon after I h-rlvod and of course it is now
fully under way 25 shown by the increzse in the ropulation. The Registrar
General's estimated pozulation for 1955 was 8,790, by 1967 it had increzsed
to 11,780 and to 12,750 in 1968.

The corrected birth rate for 1963 is 19.5 ver 1,000 estimated vopulation
which is rather above the nationzl averzazge of 16.9.

There were only two infant decths giving 2 low infantile mortality rate
of 8 per 1,000 live births. The deaths were due to prematurity and virus

PHSIRGIIaT ™" T R e

The general death rate (corrected) was 11.5 which co-relztes closely
to the national figure of 11.9.

NOTIFIABLE TIVFSCTTICUS DISZASE

Fiftr-two c2ses were notified during the year, forty of these wer
measles. Te can hore that with the introduction of the measles vaccine the
figure will come down in subszecuent yezrs. You will see under the approvriate
heading that 146 children were immunised =gainst mensles during the year.

There wers no cases of diphtheriz or poliomyelitis, indeed our last
ases (4) of noliomyelitis occurred in 1958.

One of the rreatest achievements of nreventive medicine in the nast

14 years h=s been the control of poliom: ell is This has been done by the
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vaccine but here I would sound a note of warning, the dise=zse could come back
if the level of vaccination amongst the population is allowed to drop.

There are now efficient vaccines against diphtheria, tetanus, whooping-
cough, poliomyelitis and measles, not forgettin~ the oldest of them all
snallpox. Vaccinotion and irmunisation zre carried out by the family
doctors and at the E.C.C. Clinic, so I hope that pzrents will see that their
children are a2dequately protecied.

ENVIROITIGITTAL [TYGTHETE

This section which covers water supvlies, housing, sewerage and sewmag
disposal znd refuse collection hias heen compiled by your Chief Tubliec Heslth
Inspector in his usuzl =fficient way.

I have read throush the 1955 and 1956 reports and 2 few comparisens with
today's report may be of interest.

In 1956 I recorted tha
is today, but the ==ter consum
population to 65.05.

In 1956 extensions =2nd improvemenis to the sewage works wmere completed
ziving the worls a2 capacity of 250,000 z21lons per day. In 1968 extensions
were nearly completed (finished 1k09} inereasing the capacity to 1 million
gallons per day.

In 1956 the lack of space at the ref

use disposal tip was causing some
concern, today the szme problem is causing a grea

creat dezl of concern.

In 1956 the number of houses built by the Council since 1945 w=s 601
but today's figure is 1,336. ﬂﬁr-haflc“L;" the number of apslicants on the
housing rIC-I.ll.-:L“': list has 111(:.1‘*‘*’5&:1 from 141 in 1955 to 205 but the Council's
scheme, zalready under wuay, to build 177 houses for sazle should make a
considerable inrozd to this list.

It zives me great pleasure to record my thznks to 2ll members of the
Comnitiee past and present and to ny colleazues for their courtesy, help and
supvort during the past 14 years.

Ly tesk h=s been made easy by
N8

th i
Wr. Tadhams and his staff have czrried out
very grataful,

and efficient way in which
air duties and %o them I am
Yours faithfully,

C.R.C. RANSFORD.

Ledical Officer of llealth.




Public Health Depariment,
Council Offices,
Collingwood Joad,
liitham, Lssex.

August 1969

To the Chairm=n z2nd lembers of
Witham Urban District Council.

Mr, Chairman, lLadies and Gentlemen,

I have plezsuxre in presentinz in conjunction with the revort of the
Hedical Cficer of Ilealth, details of my Department's work during the year

1968,

The year was occupied mainly with the mzny =2spects of the town develon-
ment scheme, and while the nressurs of wark remained high, thers were
fortunately no major crises io 52 overcome. Howuse coapletions during the
year viere rather fewer then expscted, btul prosress on the second town
development estzte and the comr-encement of the third, indicated that this
will probzbly be made good during 1969. The wear =lso 32w the virtuzl
completion of the rost-war slum cle"*ﬂnce Doz r”ﬂe; mating way for an
intensification of effort in improvement nork under the proposed Housing
Act 1969.

e

Progress on the itham sewzze woriss conitinued and pzrts of the new
plant were in operction by the end of the ysar, thoush completion will not
tﬂ?e place before mid=1969. Arrangenents were in hand to implement the
Council'a decision fo bring 3ilver Ind serzge to ‘itham for trentment a2t the
new plant, .“ic* will 2llow further resident l“” development in the Silver
End are=a, actory dnve1a 1 ]

¥
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apt an the Cot u‘H:_-_ 5 industrial estate continued
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throushout t.c yeapr, znd the Council was brinsing pressure to bear on the
authorities concerned to relense rore land {to meet the industrial demand.
Hegotiations with the County Uounecil 23 to furtaer development of hishways,
education and nezlth services proceeded satisfaciorily. The future road
pattern w23 8till under consideration but t19 new schools and z2dditions to
tWwo existing sclhools have zlready been compleled, while the County Council
has in hand the provision of 2 comprehensive health centre. Demand from the
increzsin: develoument bezan to have noticable effcc* on the town's water
supply =2nd a schene for the zrovision of 2 new nizn level reservoir and feed

i
main is to start during 1969.

The refuse collection service was maintzined with only minor amendments
to schedules to zbsorb the new cevelonment, but the D*ouqv of land remaining
available for refuse tipy is very linited and 2 decision as to future
disposal plants cust be e shorvly if tze ?ssitian is not to become
eritical. A plant to deal with refuse separation, pulverisation, and

R ]

possibly composting, has been considered at dilfersnt times during the past



-5 -

fifteen years, to reduce demand on tipping svace and enzcble readier disposal
in places where tipning af crude refuse could not be considered. Undoubtedly
had the Council been in a sition to build a plant when first considered the
present benefit would ha ave neen enormous.

As will be seen from the body of the report the routine public health
worlk of the BEﬁzrtnent has been maintained and =11 aspects of it have received
attention, thouzh not in every case to the extent one would desire.
Provisionzl appr avﬂl has been ziven to the appointment of a furtiher IHealth
Inspector during the coming year and this will undoubtedly 2llow more detailed

attention to a number of aspects of the work, not the least being the "follow-
up work" after initial surveys which is essential for permanent improvement
of standards.

Once 272in I must express my thanks to the other officers of the Counecil
for their ceo-oneration and ready esssistance at all times, and my own staff for
their good worit and loyal support. I rmust 2lso add my 2ppreciation of the
help and lnqereqt accorded to the Department by the illembers of the Council znd
particularly of the Fublic Hezlth Committee.

In Gonclusijn, I would like to pa2y my tribute to Dr. Rainsford, your
liedieal Officer of Ie= un, with whom I have woriked for the past fourtesn years.
T™at this nssac*:tlﬂﬁ h2s been botn »leaszant and orod UGtIVu iz due in large
measure to his keen *“ﬂrh1°11 of public hezlth in its wider aspects and to his
generous support 2t all times.

I am, ilr. Chzirman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

Z.H.C. VADHAIS.

Chief Public Health Inspector
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STATISTICS AliD IOCAL COIDITIONS OF THE AR<A

Area (in acres) eis e e 7,329
Population (Registrar General's estimate) see see 12,750
Humber of inhabited houses e S it 4,379
Rateable value cos ces are £671,830
Sum represented by a penny rate “es sae see £34120

VITAL STATISTICS

LIVE BIRTHS

Total Male Female
Legitimate 232 132 100
Illegitimate 9 2 7
Total live births - 241
Birth rate per 1,000 estimate population vo's sne ) 18.9
Tllegitimate live births per cent of total liwve births soe 3.7
Birth rate corrected by comparability fizure of 1.03 ‘o0 19.5
Birth mte for England and Vzales per 1,000 population see 16.9
STILL BIRTZS
Totzal lale Female
Legitimate 4 2 2
Tllegitimate - = s
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births cue ses 16.0
Rate per 1,000 totzl births England znd Yales .«.. ses 14.0
Total live and still births - 245

INFANT DEATHS

Deaths of infants under 1 year -

Total sale Hemale
Legitimate 2 2 -

Tllegitimate -

Total infant deaths - 2



INFANT LIORTALITY

Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births ... bt
Legitimate infant dez2tis per 1,000 legitimate live births ves
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births...
FNeo-natal mortality rate (deatns under 4 weeks per 1,000 total
live hirthﬂj T Y e
BEarly neo-natal mortality rate (deaths under 1 week per 1,000
total live bil‘tl‘t‘-"j wae S ™
Perinatal mortzlity rate (still births and deaths under 1 week
combined per 1,000 total live and still birtas) ses
Infantile mortality for England and liales per 1,000 live births

KMATERIAL 1JORTALITY (including abortisn)

Number of deaths eos see ess
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births cee cos
DEATHS
Totzl Yale Female

137 17 60
Death rate per 1,000 estimated opulation aee “es
Death rate corrected by comperability fisure of 1.10 see
Death rate per 1,000 population Zngland and Viales vee

All the zbove rates are calculzted on the estimated population given by I

the Registrar Generzl

4.1

20.0
18.0

Fi1
Nil

10.7
11.8
11.9
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DEATHS FROL ALL CAUSES 1968

The table below was compiled from figures supplied by the Registrar
General and the classification is given under the sixty-five headings based on
the International Abbreviated List 1963. Only those cause headings with deaths
allocated to them are shown, headings with no deaths zllocated to them are
omitted.

In previous years the 1948 classification with 36 headings was used and
all headings were shown whether deaths were allocated to them or not.

Hale Female
Halignant neoplasm, stomach sae oo P coe 3 1
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ... “es aos 5 1
Halignant neoplasm, breast “ne ate Sa e Nas - 1
Leu.k.ﬂemia L ] LN L | L LR N ] L ot 2
Other malignant neoplasms, etec. T T 4 5
Diabetes mellitus aiaw PP s .k ass - 1
Other diseases of nervous system, etc. see  wse 3 -
Chronic rheumatic heart disease s ian Sa 1 -
Ischaemic heart disease o R ey re . 21 16
Other forms of heart disease e e e e 4 -
Cerebrovascular disease ‘e see “ee coe 8 14
Other disezses of circulztory system e o 4 1
Influenza vose A e ooe ves oo 3 2
Pneumonia % e S s R e 6 3
Bronchitis and emphysema see vos s su T 2
Asthma . ki ey e rn S - 1
Qther disezses of respiratory system s4 0 soe 1 1
Peptic ulcer sl F A Py < - ala's - 1
Appendicitis e ose o ves - eue - 1
Other disesses of digestive system ... sas ces 1 -
Nephritis and neghrosis ver “ee sos ens 1 -
Other diseases, genito-urinary system se e ene 1 1
Diseases of musculo-skeletal system . T - 3
Other causes of werinatal mortality S sae 1 -
All other accidents Sva e n san see see pod -
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries P b S 1 3

-

-3
o)
-

Al]l C=uses




=5 s

GENZRAL FPROVISICNS OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES

(a) Under the control of the Zssex County Council:-

(i) Clinics were held a2t the following Centres during the year:-

WITHAL Essex County Hezlth Services Cliniec, Guithavon Street.
Attendances
Child VWelfare 1st & 3rd Euesdays 10 a.m. ) 1,627
1st & 3rd Vednesdays 2 Dol ) ’
School Clinic 1st & 3rd Thursday 9 a.m. 103
Dental Every Tuesday & Thursday 10 a.m. 1,120
(By Appt.)
Speech Therapy Every Tuesday (By Appt.) 267
SILVIR BID Garden Villege Hall.
Child Velfare 18t Friday 2 p.m. 466
RIVEIHALL Church Hall.
Child lelfare 3rd Londay 2 p.m. 89

(ii) Home Helwv Service

This useful service is administered from the Arez Health Office,
75 Sprinpgfield Rozd, Chelmsford.

(iii) Ambulsnce Service

The Essex County Council Ambulance Station is situated =2t Guithavon
Street, Witham. There is one ambulance =znd one car for sitting cases.
A full 24-hour cover is provided.

(iv) Laboratory Services

The Zssex County Council vrovide a laboratory service which includes the
bacteriological zand chemiczl analysis of water samples, the chemical
analysis of sewnge effluents and the bacteriologiczl examination of ice
crean, and the examination of other feods for pathogenic orgznisms.
These examinations are carried out by either the Counties Publiec Health
Lzboratories, Gray's Inn Road, london, W.C.1. or the Fublic Health
Laboratory, Chelmsford and Essex Hospitzl, Illew London Road, Chelmsford.

(b) Under the control of the North-Zzst lletropolitzn Resional Hosnital Board:-

(i) Chest Clinies Held twice weekly at St. ilichael's Hospital, Braintrees
(ii) Orthopsedic Clinics Orthopzedic patients who need special advice are

referred to liotley iHlospital vhere a clinic is held every 4th Tuesday
morning.
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PREVALECE OF AND CONTROL OVER TNFECTIOUS DISSASES

DISEASES Total Notified Admitted to Hospital Total Deaths
Diphtheria - = %
Dysentery 1 - e
Encephalitis - - -
Enteric Fever - - -
Erysipelas - - it
Food Poisoning - - <
Infective Hepatitis - - -
Measgles 40 = _ -
Meningococcal Infection - - -
Pneumonia - - -
Puerperal FPyrexia - - -
Paralytic Poliocmyelitis - - -
Non=paralytic Foliomyelitis - - -

Scarlet Fever 7
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary 2 " i
Tuberculosis, lon-pulmonary - ¥ 4

Yihooping Cough 2 - -

Totals 52 1 -
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<t = — —— o oy b O =1
Diphtheria - - - - - = = - i = =, e = =
Dyazentery 1 - - - = - - = = = = i = =
Encephalitis p - - - = o 0 = T e = i =
Enteric PFever - - - - = - - - - — e, k. - X
Erysipelas - - - - = - = = - = = - - -
FPood T'oisoning - - - = = - = — A = = = = =
Infective Hepatitis - - - - - - — - = = - - - =
Measgles 40 - 1 4 T 12 11 - - 1 - - - 4
lieningococcal Infection - - - - = - - o - - =5 = i -
Paralytic Poliomyelitis - - — = - = = = - - = = = =
Non-paralytic I'oliomyelitis -~ - - - - - - - - - - = - =
Pneumonia - - - - - e = - - = = S = s
Puerperal Fyrexia - - - - - e = = - A - — - .
Scarlet Faver T - - - - = 5 1 = = = - - i
Tuberculosis, Fulmonary i - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - -
Tuberculosis, Hon-pulmonary - - - - - - - - = = = = i E
Whooping Cough 2 - - - 1 - = - 1 - - - - -

Totals 52 - 1 4 8 12 16 1 1 1 1 2 - 5
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TUBSRCULOSIS

The followiny Tzble gives particulars
tuberculosis notified during the year.

as5es of pulmonary

Hew Cases Deaths

Ape FPeriods Pulmonary lion=-pulmonary Fulmonary lion-pulmonary
Al F L F i F Al F
Undexr 1 year - - - -- = - L —
1 year = - pe = at £ 2 )
2 years - - - - - - - -
3 years - - - - - - = =
4 years - - - - = o - a
5 = 9 years - - - - - - - -
10 = 14 years - - - - = — — -
15 = 19 yenrs - - - - - - — -
20 = 34 wvears - - - - = = - =
35 - 44 years | 1 | - - - == : 4
45 = 64 years - 1 - - - = - =
65 and over = = = = = £ i 2
Totals 1 1 - - - - - -

Of these, one was a case re-notified on taking up residence in the

District durinz 1968,
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VACCIVATION AWD L.IIIIISATION

Primary Courses f%ﬁ;%%%%iﬁ%fs E;E%iﬁgzx Totals
Diphtheria, Fertussis

and Tetanus 206 9 215
Diphtheria and Tetanus - 16 16
Diphtheria - 5 5
Pertussis - - -
Tetanus 4 75 79
Poliomyelitis 254 65 319
Smallpox 188 = 186
B.C.G. - = =
feasles 48 93 . 146

Reinforcine Doses

Diphtheria, Fertussis

and Tetanus 34 39 T3
Diphtheriz and Tetanus 33 222 260
Diphtheria 1 T4 15
Pertussis -~ me -
Tetanus 1 120 121
Poliomyelitis 49 205 254

Smallpox 5 - 5
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HOUSING

The total of 254 new dwellings erected during the year was somewhat less
than that for 1907 when 296 houses were completed. As private enterprise built
89 in 1968 compared with 46 in 1967, the decrease is wholly in local authority
building. Uf tnose built by or Tor the Council, 22 were 0.A.P. bungalows, 60
were Houses for Sale, and the remainder town development houses for G.L.C. nomi

The pause in the town development programme occurred between the pericd of
completion of the first "overspill" estate at Templars, and the first occupations
of the sscond town development estate (Fhase IIa), and was prolonged by the
Council's concern to achieve the best poasible results in terms of house design |
and estate appearance and amenity. By the end of the year however, the building
rate on this second estate was satisfactory and work had already commenced on
the very large TFhase III estate on the west of the town. It was therefore to be
expected that 1969 would see a considerably increased tempo in the town develop-
ment programme.

The increase in private enterprise house building denoted some revival in
this sphere from the relatively low level of completions during the previous two
years. At December 1968 proposals for considerable additional private emterprise
house building were under consideration and it would appear that 1969 could be an
active year in this direction also.

The number of dwellings erected in the Urban District =since 1945 iz a=s
follows:-

By Local Authority: 1336
By Private Enterprise: 902 |

The number of applicants for Council houses at the end of 1968 was 205
compared with 208 at the end of 1967. The lists were composcd of the following

categories at 31st December 1968:-

Ordinary list - 53

Exchange list - -
0ld Persons Bungalows - 43
Bungalow exchange list - 30
Single Persons Units - 14
Engaged Couples list - 53
River View Hostel - 12

There is only one main waiting list, the gualification for admission to
which is two years' residence or work in the Urban District. The Council has i
renewed its agreement with the Essex County Council, to assist in the rehousing §i
of homeless families so far as is consistent with the Urban District's own needss

Reference to previous Annual Reports will indicate that the general level
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of applicants for Council housing accommodation has remained roughly unchanged
for the last nine years. At present with the emphasis on town development
housing local needs have to be met mainly from the normal turnover of tenancies
in the existing Council estates. In view of this the Council has embarled on

& large scheme of 177 houses, intended for sale to Council tenants wishing to
purchase their own properties and to other residents on the waiting lists or
who would normally look to the Council for housing accommodation. The first of
these houses were already in occupation at the end of 1968 and it is hoped that
the completion of the estate in 1369 will see a considerable reduction in the
number of applicants 3till awaiting housing accommodation.

Pre-ilar Council Houses

In pursuanca of the Council's modernisation programme for their older
Council estates the contract for the electrical wiring of 263 of the older
houses was nearing completion at the end of the year.

Houging and Public Hezlth Acts

With regard to sub-standard private houses the following data shows the
work undertaken during the year:-

(a) Clearance Orders: Orders submitted Nil
Houses demolished 5
(b) Demolitior Orders: Orders made 3
Houses vacated 3
Hougses demolished 5
Orders rescinded 1
(¢) Closing Orders: Orders made 2
(d) Voluntary Undertakings: Houses demolished 2
Houses not re-occupied 2
(e) Rehousing by Local Authority: Families rehoused 3

The following was the state of condemned and closed properties at the end
of the year:-

Houses in Clearance Areas awaiting demolition: Occupied Nil

Vacant il
Houses subject to Demolition Orders: Vacant Nil
Houses subject to Closing Orders: Vacant 2
Parts of Houses subject to Closzing Orders: Vacant T
Houses and flats subject to undertakings not to re-let: 1

Of the 63 dwellings scheduled in the 1965-58 programme as suitable for
clearance or closure, 57 have already been dealt with. The remaining few are
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border-line cases and are to be re-examined in the light of possible
reconditioning by grant aid.

While the Council's slum clearance programme as such may be considered to
have been completed, there remains in the district a considerable number of
Victorian cottage houses, mainly in smzall terraces which, while far from being
slums, nevertheless fall short of what is now rezarded in these days as satis-
factory house desizn. In the main they ars structurally sound and there is no
doubt that under the terms of the promised Housing Act it would be possible to
improve them by grant-aided amenities, and in this way they could be ensured a
gatisfactory and useful extended life. Neverthelasss, many of them have already
expended what might be considered 23 reasonable life for nineteenth century
industrial type cottages z2nd it is to be hoped that at some not too far off
future date these somewhat inelegant batches of o0ld utility-type housing may be
replaced by units more in keeping with modern demands in design, amenity and
appearance.

Housing Acts 1949-1964
Improvement Grants

During the year a further 20 applications for grant aid were received and
dealt with.

Details of applications for Discretionary Grant are as follows:-

1949-60 1961 1962 1953 1964 1965 1966 1967 1958

Submitted 35 - 1 2 9 - - 4 1
Granted 35 - - 2 9 i = 4 1
Refused 2 - 1 i - - 25 i -
Withdrawn 1 2 - - 1 - = = 1
Schemes Completed 25 5 - - 5 3 2 e, 4

There were no schemes outstanding at the end of 1968.

Details of applications received for Standsrd Grants since their inception
in 1959 are as follows:- :

1959-60 1951 1962 1963 1964 1955 1966 1967 1968

Submitted 18 22 11 § 17 25 ~19"% 4p TeIE
Granted 18 22 11 6 17 25 19 10 19
Withdrawn 1 - - - 1 - - 1 5
Schenes completed 11 13 21 g T 18 13 19 9
OQutstandinz at 31 Deec, 12 15 5 2 9 16 22 12 17

Compulsory Improvements: Housing Act 1964

Improvement of one small area of four houses, declared an improvement area
’ F

in 1967, was delayed for a number of reasons but was proceeding at the end of

1968. With the case of one other houss for which compulsory improvement procedur
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was adopted, the death of the owner prevented early commencement of the work
and negotiations were in hand with the executors of the estate at the end of
the year. In response to combined demands by a number of tenants of several
houses in one ownership, the owner has voluntarily zagreed to ecarry out improve-
ments within a specified period but has been granted a deferment in order that
the expected better terms of the proposed Housing Act 1968-69 may be available
for this considerable scheme. For the purpose of the new Act, 2 survey to
eetablish the number of dwellings capable of being improved under it has been
put in hand.

Rent Act 1957: Certificates of Disrepair

Advice was given to a number of tenants and landlords, but no applications
for certificates were received.

Housing Act 1961: Houses in Multiple Oczcupation

No action in this respect was required during the year. The district is
almoat devoid of houses in multiple occupation.

The following table summarises action tzken in connection with the
inspection of dwellinghouses during the year:-

Inspection of dwellinghouses during the vear:-

(a} Total number inspected for housing defects (under
Pl.fblic HE'llth or Hﬂusing ﬁﬂtS) aw T 'RE, TR, TR e w 59
(b) Fumber found to be in a state so dangerous or injurious

tﬂ health as tﬂ be 'th’lf'it fﬂ:‘ hl:l.:':-?.n hﬂhltatiﬁn e e 'y 6
(¢) HNumber (exclusive of those referred to under sub-heading (b)) found

not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation .. 3%
Remedy of defects during the year without servics of fomal notice:-
[a) Number of houses rendered fit in conseguence of informal

action by Local Authority (or its 0fficers) vieT Lanteel.. 29
{b) Number of other defective conditions remedied after infommal :

action by local Authority (or its Off'icers) wnn SR N by W S 39

Action under Statutory Powers - Housinz Acts 1936-64
Public Health Acts 1936-61:

(a) Number of houses in respect of which notices were

BervEd rﬁf}uiring I‘Epairs LN LN LN asa LR LN LA ] 4
(b) DNumber of dwellinghouses rendered fit after service

of formal notice ene PP ere s i i s ‘ie 4
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WATER SUPFLY

The supply position remains as in previous years, the Council supplement-
ing its own Bradwell Spring source by water purchased from the South Essex llater
Company, whose trunk m=2in from Abberton skirts the Urban District. Following
the Spens Report, it was proposed that the Council's undertaking should be
included in a scheme of integration of Centrazl and South Essex water supplies
and tranaferred for this purpose to the South Zssex liaterworks Company. This
proposal, which has been in abeyance for some time, wgs reviewed towards the
end of 1968 and it is likely that measures to implement it will be adopted
during 1969.

The quality of both supplies is consistently satisfactory, as shown by
frequent anzlysis. Increasing demand and town develorment requirements have
led to slight difficulty with lack of pressure in parts of the area and are to
be met by the provision of a new large capacitiy high level reservoir.

A summary of sample reports is given below:i-

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Total

Mzinsg Vater

Chemical 17 - 1T

Bacteriological 32 1 33
Other Supplies

Chemical 1 - 1

Bacteriological 13 4 17

The unsatisfactory mains water supply sample was taken from a micro-
strainer at a local factory. The other unsatisfactory reports were in respect
of private supplies at out-lying properties, drawn from shallow sources. Hone
of them are polluted supplies but by their nature subject to minor contamination
risk. Added protection is given by use of domestic chlorination andfn:

filtration apparatus.

Typical reports of the chemical water analyses of the mains supplies are
given below:=—

Bradwell Springss Supply (1.10.68)

"This sample is clear and bright in appearznce, neutral in reaction and
free from metals. The water is very hard in charzecter but it contains no
excess of mineral or saline constituents in solution. It conforms to the
highest standard of organic quality and is a2lso of satisfactory bacterial
purity. These results indicate a pure and wholesome water suitable for public
supply purposes.”

Mixed Publiec Supply (1.12.68)

"This sample is practically clear and bright in appearance, has a reaction
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on the alkaline side of neutrality and is free from metals apart from a2 minute
trace of copper. The water is very hard in character but contains no excess of
mineral or saline constituents in solution. It is of satisfactory organic
quality and bacterial purity. These results indicate a pure and wholesome
water suitable for drinking and domestic uses."

The fluoride content of the mains supplies fzalls fzr below the recommended
level of 1.0 p.p.m., the maximum concentrations having been found to be 0.3 p.p.m.
in the South Essex supply and O.1 p.p.m. in the Bradwell water.

House Connections, etc.

Number of separate dwellings in the Urban District ... voe see 4379

Number of separate dwellings having internal pired mains supply .. 4359
Bstimated population so served 4.  sds'  see  see see ses 12686
Number of separate dwellings connected to main during the year ... 256
Number of separate dwellings having internal piped supply other

than meins ... e . sl g aidd o i e Bl Lot 20
Estimated population so served eee  ser  ese warade Lie 0 R0 i 64

The following extensions to the Council's mains were made during the year:-

3" .. #aa “wa #ua 3429 yards
4% ... S e R 65 yards
6" e iew e “ae EET }’EI‘dS
L= L . oa e o 1766 yards

All new mains are super-chlorinated by the Council's staff before being
brought into use.

Water Consumption and future requirements

The Council's Engineer and Surveyor has given the following figures of
the totzl water supplied from the Council's mains during the year:-

1. Bradwell Springs:- :
Ea; To Silver End 38,673,000 gallons
b To remainder of Urban District 78,699,000 gallons
P2, South Essex Viater Company 182,895,000 gallons
3. ex Braintree R.D.C. main (Bradwell) Nil
4. Any other supply Nil

300,267,000 gallons

b e — . — ]
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Average consumption per head per day:-

Domestic demand ... sae coe oo o ves 36,95 gallons

Trade demand sos sun ces aee see soe 28.90 gallons
Total consumption per head per day he s R 65.85 gallons

The rise of 0.7% in total consumption per head per day represented by
these figures is dissimilar from previous trends in that it results from a
decrease of 1.58 gallons per head in domestic demand offset by an increase of
2.05 gallons per head for trade demand. It is of course to be expected that
the steady increase in domestic demand noted since the war will flatten out as
the area becomes predominately modern in residentizl development but it is
unlikely that a uniformly static demand will ever be reached while resources
are availeble.

One factor which can temporarily aiffect demand is variation in mains
pressure, and in the higher parts of the distriect it has been experiecnced on
occasions during periocds of peak demand on the available:storage. Phe Council
has therefore decided to supplement its 200,000 zz2llon water tower by the
installation of a high level 2,000,000 gallon reservoir, fed from the South
Essex Abberton trunk main, linked by a2 new high pressure gravity main into the
town. It is hoped that this projeet will be put in hand during 1969.

DRATNAGE AND SKiWRAGHE

A further 258 properties were connected to the Council's sewers during
the year. Drainage facilities in use in the Urban District at 31st December
1968 were as follows:-—

Houses connected to main sewer systems ... e e see 4281
Houses drzined to septic tanks, cesspools, etc. sus sae a5
Houses drained to ditches ... P P P, - see 3
HQ‘US’ES Wit}lﬂ-ut d:."aiﬂ-?.ge o & W [ ] - T -

4379

|

Sewer Systems

There are four trunk seswer systems in the Urban Distriet, the town being
served by one hizh and two low level systems and the fourth serving the
industrial estate and north-eastern development area. The second low level
system is new, completed in 1967 to serve the major part of the town develop-
ment housing on the west and north-west of the town and alse to relieve the
overloaded existing low level outfall sewer. This came into operation during
the latter part of 1968 in conjunction with the extension of the sewage disvosal
works, All four sewer systems gravitate to their respective outfalls at these
works, but the majority of the sewage then hzas to be 1lifted to the head works
of the treatment plant. Excessive infiltration and storm flow difficulties in
the old low level system have been lessensd by the new scheme but still tend to
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cause temporary overload in very wet weather. The operation of the new treat-
ment plant will enable proper assessment of the amount by which such abnormal
flows exceed design capacity.

One further major sewerage scheme was approved by the Council during the
year, that of linking the community of Silver End and the intervening develop—
ment at Rivenhall Oak with the Witham sewage works for the two-fold purpose of
serving further development in these areas and enabling the elimination of the
overloaded Silver End sewage works. Provision is to be made in the phasing of
the Witham sewage works extensions to cope with this additional flow and it is
expected that work on the sewer will commence during 1969.

The following extensions to the Council's sewers were made during the
year:-

Foul Sewers:

5" e w [N L 88 a8 - e ® N T 3969 Fﬂ.S.
9“ [ R TR R Ee '] (R R TR ] 563 F’&.Si
12" LN L] LR LR ] LR LK) RN e RN 157 ydﬁt

Surface Vater Sewers:

61r [N & & # [ ) L [N N ] a & @ [ ] & & & @ 21‘83 HdSI
B0 siee . uin o .y i i s i S an e 121 yds.
9" ‘ew e - "o ‘ow P e .o “ee 1421 3'1:13.
i2v Y Y. 'y $aw 8 'TE 'y Ea e 71? :ir'iﬂ-:
15"‘ & @ & [N ) L ) [N N & & TN ] [ I & & # & & 1103 :IrdSI-
18" Y s e ‘e wa e an e e T e 5?4 HdSa
b P e soe o “aw "o .o e T5 }rds,
A i e e cae voe vee e oo see 104 yis.
w" e s P 25 oy #as s 5 e 300 Fdﬂ.

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

There are four sewage disposal plants in the Urban District, three of
which are owned and operated by the Council. That at Silver End, as describved
above, is due to go out of existence on completion of the new sewer schems.
The fourth plant, originally serving an aerodrome and H.X. Forces camp, is now
owned and opsrated privately for part of the year only to deal with the waste
effluent from a large pea vining plant.

WITHAN SEJAGE WORKS

A scheme, costing some £380,000. for the extension of this plant to cope
with the existing and rapidly increasing sewage output of the developing town,
was commenced in 1966. Due for completion by October 1968, weather and the
difficulty of co-ordinating the large number of contracts involved caused
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considerable dela ays and it is not expected that the extensions will be fully
operative before mid-1969. However the first part of the scheme came into
effect during the fourth quarter of 1968 and by the end of the year some
experience had been gained in operating the new and largely mechanised plant.
The scheme provides. for a2 dry weather flow of.1.0 m.g.d. and combines-the first
two stages of a phased extension plan designed to serve the intended town
population of about 25,000 with a dry weather flow of 2.3 m.g.d. It includes
mechanical removal of detritus, comminuting of sewage solids, scraped radial
flow settlinz tanks, standard type azerating filter beds, and radial flow humus
tanks. Flow conirol of both sewage sludge znd recirculated effluent is mainly
povwer operated from the control building. Sludze, after consolidation and
treatment with lime and ferrous sulphate is mechznically dewatered by vacuum
filtration.

The maintenance of satisfactory semge traztment in the existing over-
loaded plant during the course of this contrzct has not been an easy matter but
with the =2id of the effluent polishingz lagoons previously described, a generally
satisfactory standard has been achieved. The use of part of the new plant
towards the end of the year eased the problem and tests on the effluent from the
new filter beds indicated that normal biclogical activity wa2s being generated.

The continuing problem during this year was sludge disposal. As
previously revorted the existing plant's sludge dryinz capacity had had to be
supplemented by large areas of earth lagoons for some years past with resulting
offence to the neighbouring residential and industrial areas. This system had
to be maintained and extended during the year, and though irom early in 1969
onward sludge disposal will be by means of the new dewatering plant it may be
well into the surmer before the accumulated sludge in these lagoons is
sufficiently dry for them to be done away with. A small battery of properly
constructed under drained drying beds is being retained (temporarily it is
hoped) for use in case of emergency breakdown of the dewatering apparatus. If
as is hoped their use proves unnecessary they will be eliminated during the
next phase of works extension..

SILVER EJD SZTAGE VIORLS

This plant, also previously described znd considerably overloaded, began
to produce less than satisfactory effluents. At the same time considerable
residential develorment in the Silver IEnd area was being held up for lack of
sewage disvosal eapacity. As the Council had decided to transfer the treatment
of Silver End sauwage to the Witham works by the trunk sewer scheme described
above, it was necessary during the year to improve the operation of the exist-
ing works until such time as the new sewer becsme effective. For this purpose
a series of effluent polishing lagoons, each of one day's theorectical retention
has been put in, with excellent results. In addifion to regaining a satisfactory
standard of effluent quality it was found possible by these means to releas
some part of the develorment previously restricted.




RIVENHALL SEVAGE WORKS

This is a small plant serving the village area of Rivenhall Qak and
Rivenhall End. The plant is operating at more thazn the designed capacity of
18,000 gallons per day. It occasionally shows signs that insufficient margin
of capacity now remains for consistently high standards to be achieved, and
requires a certain amount of improvement in the near future to restore it to
full efficiency.

RIVENHALL CALP SEVAGE WORKS

As stated above, this plant is now used for treatment of pea vining
waste, and as the season for this is very short, it is out of use for the
major part of the year. Prior to the commencement of the pea vining the plant
is 'seeded' with sewage and sludge from the U.D.C. sewage works, to produce
the biological conditions necessary to break down the very strong waste which
is produced in the vining process.

SAMPLING OF SE7AGE EFFLURIT

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory Toiz

Witham Sewage llorks 3 33 10 43
Silver End Sewage Works 25 T 32
Rivenhall Sewage Works 3 3 6

61 20 81

DRATNAGE OF TRADE PRELITSES

Close control of the large quantities of industrial effluent discharged
to sewer has been maintained continuously since 1949. In the majority of
cases, following estimation of rates and strength of flow and agreement 23 to
means of pre-treatment the discharges are measured by recording instruments
installed by the Council. These indicate the extent to which such discharges
comply with the quantitative terms of the Council's agreements with the
various companies, whilst periodic sampling for chemical analysis checks the
observance of the qualitative conditions. A number of such agreements, in the
terms allowed by the Public Health (Drainage of Trade Premises) Act 1937, as
extended by the Public Health Act 1961, have been made with the companies
concerned. The majority are due for review during 1969 with re-assessment of
charges and constituent strength in the light of the up-to-date costs and
disposal capacity of the sewage works.

The types of trade effluents being discharged to the Council's sewers
are as follows:-



Metal Processing: Variouss 3 main discharges
Dairy wastes: 2 discharges

Poul try Packing: 1 discharge

Fruit Pulping and concentrate: 1 discharge
Maltings: 1 discharge
Etching and Engraving: 1 discharge
Electronics Engineerings 2 discharges
Farm wastes: 2 discharges

23 samples of trade waste were submitted for laboratory analysis for
routine trade waste examination or as spot samples for special examination.

An ancillary service provided by the Council to assist those industries
which in pre-treatment of trade effluents produce large quantities of sludge,
is a tanker disposal service for this material. This has operated for some 18
years and during 1968 about 40,000 gallons of various industrial sludges were
removed each week from local factories and disposed of at the Council's refuse
tip. The cost is, of course, borne by the industries concerned.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

Street sweeping, road gritting =2nd other highway cleansing services are
maintained respectively by the Essex County Council Highways Department and
Council's lVorks Department on the county and district roads.

The remaining services, refuse collection and dispcsal, salvage recovery,
cesspool and gulley emptying and sewer flushing are adminstered by the Council's
Public Health Department.

REFUSE COLIECTION AND DISFOSAL

Collection

The weekly collection of house refuse from all parts of the Urban District
was maintained during the year. The incentive bonus scheme, started in March
1965 to overcome difficulty in obtaining labour for this service, continued
successfully in its double object of attracting and keeping an adequate lzbour
force, and coping with the additional ccllection work. A considerable increzse
in the number of premises to be served has been absorbed without appreciable
increase in collecticn staff. The aversge weekly bonus per mah has amounted to
about £5.0s5.04. Adjustment iz made as and vhen collection work becomes too
great for the present staff and an additional man has to be allocated to some
part of the collection round, but this is a gradual process, and the bonus
figure is not unduly diminished by it.

The paper sack system was further extended during 1968, by the end of
which time 700 new houses were being serviced with this system. No conversions
from bin collection have yet taken place, nor are they envisaged until the sack
system has been applied to a large proportion of the new development now under
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construction. The experience to date indicates that the system fulfils the
claims made for it in the matters of hygiene and ease of removal. A small
trial with the use of both plastic and paper sacks as bin liners was in
operation at the end of the year, indications being that paper sacks were
preferable for this system and that it requires a standard type of tapered bin
to be successful.

Some householders have found one paper sack, even of the larger 3} cubiec
feet capacity, inadequate to hold a week's refuse. The increazsing bulk of
house refuse has also been noted in those areas served with dustbins. This is
particularly true of new estates on whicn facilities for burning refuse are not
available. There seems no doubt that future households are going to produce a
greater bulk of refuse than the standard dustbin can contain, and this is a
further argument in favour of the paper sack system.

The collection fleet now comprises two rear loading machines, one with
bulk container lift attachment, a small side loading vehicle, with a fore-and-
aft rear loader in reserve. The use of 13 cubic yard bulk containers at
supermarkets and factories made possibhle .by the use of the container 1lifi-
vehicle has considerably eased the problem of refuse removal from these premises
and has proved popular with the firms concerned. It is hoped to extend the
service to all large premises in the distriect, inecluding schools.

Disposal

Controlled tipping was maintained on the Council's marshland site adjoin-
ing the semage works and within the confluence of the rivers Blackwater and
Brain. In this area since 1949 some 25 acres of marshland owned by the Council
have been used for refuse tipping purposes but very little of this space now
remains available. Town development to the ultimate population promosad,
however, will require additional disposal facilities. Consideration is being
given to the possibility of a refuse separation and pulverising plant linked
to the new sewage works, in which sewage sludge and pulverised refuse can be
combined in an innocuous form for unrestricted tipping and land reclamation.

At the same time it would be possible to compost part of the plant's output,
should a sufficient demand prove to exiat.

At present the levslling and covering of the tipped refuse is effected by
means of a 1 cubic yard mechanical shovel, which is alsc used for excavaiion
and covering work elsewhere.
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SALVAGE

The following table shows slight increases over 1967-68 in both tonnage
and income.

Salvage is collected mainly on the norm2l refuse collection rounds,
except for one special round serving the town shops. There is no doubt that
additional material could be obtained by extended collection methods and it is
hoped to be able to achieve some increase during 1969. From the point of view
of refuse disposal, considerable saving of valuable tip space would result
from a lower proportion of paper and fibreboard in the tipped refuse.

The following figures indicate the wvarious categories of salvage
collected and sold during the past two financial years:-

1967-568 1966-69
Weight Value Weiaght Value

Tons Cwts Qrs &e 8. d. Tons Cwta Qra £. 3. d.

Waste Paper 22600 B804 1996.18. 3. 2300 Trle % 2124.14. 9.
Rags 4 18 3% T4 2. 19, 4 19 1% 64 6. 3.
Sacking BeEs ARGy, 3 1% 2.5, 9,
Serap Iron 2heldai i B e 4% 9 2 [ [ 9.18. 0.
Non-Ferrous lietal 16 1"&3" 914 6.10. 6 0 44. 0. 8-
TOTALS 234 19 2 2183.18.11. <l = B 2245. 5. 5.

During the year 1965-69 a bonus amounting to £224.10s.7d. was paid to the
salvage staff.

DERELICT VEHICLES

The collection and disposal service for abandoned vehicles, commenced in
1965, dealt with 13 derelicts during the year. The vehicles are dismantled at
the refuse tip before being removed as scrap by = loeczl dealer. Charges are
made to owners, when known, for removal and disposal, but residents of the
Urban District are offered free dispossl facilities for vehicles brought fo the
Council's tip. The local taxation authority is notified of the registration
numbers of 21l vehicles disposed of in this way.

CIVIC ANENITIES ACT 1967

In furtherance of the new duties imposed by the Act, and following the
recommendations of the linistry of Housing VWorking Party Report on Refuse
Collection, some progress was made during the yzar towards setting up a free
collection serviee for bulky house refuse. ZIecause of the pressure imposed on
gtaff and available transport by town development, it was not possible to
organise this on a regular routine basis, but the service was available to any
domestic occupier on request. It is hoped tc extend it to a scheduled service,
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four to six times annually, commencing in 1969. The question of providing
tipping places for local residents was not resolved, though it was becoming
apparent that facilities were needed in some parts of the area particularly
on new estates, in one or two of which residents have formed dumps for garden
and other refuse. These are cleared periodically by the Council's staff but
this is obviously an unsatisfactory solution to the problem and further
congideration by the Council is intended.

Meanwhile tipping facilities are awvailable during normal working hours
at both the Council's refuse depot in Maldon Road and the Crittall Company's
disposal pit in Temple Lane. The deposit of accumulated refuse in hedge-rows
and similar places around the district occurred in a few instances during the
year but fortunately this practice was not widespread.

CESSPOOL, GULLEY FMPTYING AND SEVER FLUSHING

The following work was performed by the Council's cesspool emptying
vehicles during the yeari-

Cesspools Loads
Domestic emptyin 128 141
(free serviceﬁs
Rechargeable work 374 719
Trade Waste removal 1580

These figures show a marked drop in trade woste removal since 1967.
Recharpgeable work remzined at the same level but free service cesspool empiying
also decreased. To some extent these differences were due during the last
quarter of the year to the fact that only one taznker vehicle instead of two
was available for this work and it therefore had to be kept fo a minimum. At
the same time pressure was being maintained on 211 firms concerned to improve
their processes with a view to reducing the amount of induastrial sludge

~~~~~

disposal facilities.

In addition to the above removal work the tanker vehicles carry out the
cleansing of all district road gullies three times annually and also perform
periodic sewer flushing. Several times during the year assistance has been
rendered to a neighbouring rural authority when in difficulty with sludge
removal from small sewage plants, and this service will be extended during
1969 when the sludge dewatering plant at the Witham sewage works is available.
In the same way sludge from the Council's own small sewage works at Silver End
and Rivenhall will be brought to Witham for dewatering and disposal.
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SANTTARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA

A total of 2,905 visits and inspections were made during the year by the
Department's Officers, as follows:-

Housing and Public
Health Acts:
(Dwelling houses)

Other Public Health
Act Matters:

Food and Drugs Actss

Water Supply:

Sewage Disposel:

Refuse Collection
and Disposal:

Clean Adir Act:

Offices, Shops and
Railway Premisesi
KHiscellaneous:

Demolition or Closure

L LN L
Reconditioning and Repair ‘s soe
Inprovement Grants Ve e sos

Overcrowding, Council house applications

NHuisance conditions

Caravans, lloveable dwellings ... coe
Hultiple occupation P oo o
Drainage and Sewerage ... vee vee
Noxious fumes, effluvia cee see
Qifensive accumulations o “ee
Keeping of animals eoe cee vee
Foed preparation premises ses eos
Reataurants and Cafes ... P .os
Licensed Premises vee she tes
Other food Shﬂpﬂ e Ew 'Ky aw
Hilk and Dairies .. ses o cen
Ice Cream Vendors s ves vos
Food Stalls and Vehicles e see
Poultry Packing premises s sae
Food Samples examined: Ice Cream ...

Other Foods
Inspection and investigation ...
Samples examinecd: Chemical ... s
Bacteriological ...
Surface water, rivers and strezms
Sevape disposal plants ... ko
Cesspools, sephic tanks, pail closets
Drainage of Trade Premises
Samples examined:
Cormplaints, visits, surveys, etc.

]

LRC A ]
Vehicle repair and maintenance ass
'S':'-'.].VT'EE [ & @ # & & § [ & @ W
Refuse tips and pits ... sos ces

Derelict vehicles, Scrzp lletal Dealers
Visits and inspections ... .

L E
+
uS 25588

Flans submitted, chimney heig

?isits E e e K] K] e
Eme}'s e &0 a a8 a ) 'Y
Factories and Tiorkshops P e
Control of Damage by Pests am e .n
Fet Animals “en e e a e w
loise Abatement ... s s vue
Schools ‘o ses an sen P
Infectious Disease Prevention o
Miscellazneous . Pl Pz Py
Interviews sae vee sae e

L

[N

LN

LR

LR ]

L

LR

L

Eewage/effluentftrade waste

LN ]
- "W
[ ]
[
L )
LI ]
sed
L
e F
& &8
L
L
®aa
& aw
[
L

T

LN

LR

LN ]

LI ]

LI

L

L

L

LI

LSt 8 3

LY

LA

LN

LR

L

o

LN ]
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L
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LN

L
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40
159
117

21

88

27

5
134

45

2

10

66

28

21

63

11

33

18
216

17

56

27

18

50

13
147

22
301
104
145

16

35

19
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Nuisances, etc. on Books, with Number of Notices Served
Public Health Acts only

Number of Notices outstanding, 31st December 1967 ... “oe e ssse 14

Number of Intimation Notices served during the year e i i 69
Number of Statutory Notices served during the year ... ane ey P 4
Number of Notices complied with during the year PP P P P 12
Number of Notices outstanding on books, 31st December 1968 i G 11

The following lists classifies the nuisances and defects dealt with:-

Dampness, rising and penetrative ... " soe sae e vae soe 24
Defective brickwork, rendering and pointing, etc. ... »ints aiain ‘o 17
Defective roofs, parapets, guttera, R.VW.Ps. ete. cee - —_ .o 31
Defective ceilings and walls suin; o wale soe sue ! mee T 11
Defective doors, windows aznd floors vee voe aee .o ‘os ‘oo 29
Defective cooking ranges, firegrates and flues e s wuih S vin 8
Defective W.C. structures ... sse Biae s e » xie i o it ase 2
Drainage defects aee voe olek o winch ot otale ks e 84
Inadeguate means for disposal of surface water ‘s see ree see 11
Defective yard surface e - s ‘o Le sae soe see 2
Defective water service pipes, inadequate or polluted supplies ... ves 17
Absence/defective conditions of dustbins SET ERE R 28
Offensive zccumulations and conditions ... vos ’os cee see coe 4
Offensive smells/noise/fumes T =1 < T 4
Nuisance from keeping of aznimals, poultry or pigeons v .o “oe 3
Infestations: BHzts and lice ‘. i e PP ‘s ‘o .ne 151

Vermin and insects P ‘s see “ee coe ses 31

FACTORIES ACTS 1937-1959

During the year a totzl of 87 visits were paid to factories, exclusive
of visits to food preparation premises zlso classified as factories. The
rapid expansion of the new industrizl estales includes a great variety of
light industry. Plans for new factories are examined on submission to the
Council and recommendations made as to observations of statutory requirements,
sanitary accommodation, working amenity, canteen and welfare facilities, and
wazste disposal. Conditions in these new establishments are generally very
satisfactory.

A number of minor contraventions were noted and rectified during the
year. A considerable amount of time was svent checking noise levels both in
and around the larger factories. ZPublic concern regarding the effect of noise
nuisance on human health and comfort is increasing and this work will be
continued.

A few outworkers are employed within the district.
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Details of the inspections made during the year of premises in the Urban
District under the Factories Acis gsre given in the Table below:-

FACTORIES ACTS 1937-1859

INSPECTION for purposes of provisions as to health (including in5p3¢tiﬂn3
made by Public Health Inspectors).

uuﬁg_r Inspections Hri?ten Occupiers
RESLIEE L lotices | Prosecuted
S2g81sTer
(i) Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 & 6 are to be enforoed 1 4 Nil Hil
by local authorities
(ii) Factories not included in (1)
in which Section 7 is enforced 14 81 5 Nil
by local authority
(iii) Other premises in which
Jection T is enforced by the 14 13 3 Nil
local authority (excluding
outworkers)
89 g8 8 Nil
2. CASES in which DEFECTS were found:
llumber of cases in which Humber of
defects were found cases in
L Referred which pro-
Found | Remedied to by secutions
o b H.eie. Inspector | instituted
Want of Cleanlinese-{3.+)} B 2 2 - 1 -
Overcrowding (S5.2) 3 ; = = = .- -
Unrezsonable Temperature (5.3) - = - - -
Inadequate ventilation (S5.4) 1 i - - -
Ineffective drainage of floors (S.6) 1 1 - - -
Sanitary conveniences (S.7)
(a) Insufficient 3 3 - 1 -
(b) Unsuitable or defective 1 1 - - -
Other offences against the Act (not
including offences relating to - - - - -
Qutworkers)
TOTALS 8 8 - 2 i
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MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

For many years the Council has maintained a small caravan site with
gpace for 12 irailer caravans, equipped with the basic amenities of hard
standing, water supply, w.C. accommodation, drying ground and waste disposal
facilities. CLlectricity supply is available to each occupier. Consideration
has been given to the replacement of this site by a larger modern one, and the
Council has therefore decided that the present site should be run-down with a
view towards elimination within one to two years. In view of the increasing
ugse of caravans for living accommodation and the continued pressure on
available housing accommodation an obvious need remzins for this social amenity.
As caravan sites have become a permanent feature in almost every district it
is probably preferable for the local authority to own and operate at least one
such site on established standards of layout, amenity and rental levels.

Two small private sites within the district are occupied by members of
the Showman's Guild during the permitted winter months and standards here are
satisfactory. A number of individual {railer caravans have been sited in the
district for varying periods by personnel attached to building and eivil
engineering contractors carrying out development schemes. In additiosn, a
number of caravan dwellers station their vans on local farms for varying
periods durinz the cropping season, carrying outv casual work for the farmers.
Gypsy travellers also pass through the district during the summer months.

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILVAY PRTIISIS ACT 1963

All the pramiqes praviously registered under the Act have been inspectzd.

Addition2l new registrotions have brought the total a2t December 1968 LD the

i
figure of 131. Follow-up visits and surveys were conducted at 63 of these
premises. T contraventicns of variocus reguirements of the Act were rectified

without nececssity for formal action.

During the yezr six accidents were rerorted. lNone of these were of a
major kind and preventive measures were recommended to the managements in each
case. It is @*111 doubtful whetkher the Council is notified of zll =zccicents
which occur, as the law requires, but there is an improvement in this respect.

SHOPS ACTS

With the repeal of the sanitary and welfare provisions of the Thops Act
1950 on their replacement by the wider provisions of the Cffices, Shops and
Railway Premises Act, no duties remain to the Distriect Council UHuL this

W
legislation. The DIs sex County Council continue to opercte the unrepezled
rovisions of the Act as the Shops Act authority for this area. They zre, of
P P ’
course, 2lso resronsible for enforcement of the L urs of Closing Orders and
the reguirements for the employment of youns persons.

Q

[

1
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RODENT AND OTHER PEST CCITROL

The 'itham Council is a full member of the Braintree, Halstead and Witham
Joint Rodent Control Committee. The Committee's operatives undertzke =21l
disinfestation work in the distriet, including disinfestation of agricultural
holdings under annual contract.

The number of such contracts for 1968 was 17, four more than in 1967.
The free domestic treatment service remains unaltered, and has been extended
to inelude wasps and other insect pests.

Details of the year's work are a8 follows:-

Non-Agricultural Arricultural

Inspections made 171 (200) 17 51 3
Treatment vieits 257 (392 87 (91
Infestations found: MNice 19 (66 - -
Rats (Major 6 (6 - (=
Rats (Linox 109 (320 17 20613

Routine test-baiting of the sewer systems was maintained.

Qther Pests

The following cases of infestation were dezlt withi-

11?3»511'3 . na e N ] 'y X 4 (T4}
Baes aaw e e ‘e ‘o ta e T 2;
Squirrels aisia ves voe oo sas 1 E—

Rabbitas ... I “ee “ou e 0 2 1;

Pigeons ... et oy s oo ‘ee 4 -

Holes ses  ses Ty y iaw ren 13 "}
PR .

In each case, the figures in brackets are those for the previcus year,

1967.

INSPFECTION AND SUPZRVISICE OF FOOD

MEAT TNSPECTION

There are no slaughterhouses within the Urban District. Checks are
arried out pericdically to ensure that all meat entering the area is insvected
at its place of origin.

Poultry Packing

A packing station where poultry are slaughtered and prepared for food is
not a slaughterhouse iM the legal sense, but is controlled by the Food Hygiene
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Regulations governing food preparation generally. Daily inspections are main-
tained by the Department at the two Witham packing stations, special scrutiny
being given to birds rejected by the plant staff for abnormality. Unfit birds
are wholly or partly condemned, according to the conditions found. The
gervices of the Ministry of Health Laboratory at Chelmsford are utilised for
pathological identification and differentiation of obscure conditions.

Due to the expansion of the larger business, the Company is to build a
new packing station on the Council's industrial estate incorporating the most
up-to-date methods of processing and packing and it is expected that this will
come into operation during the latter half of 1969.

MILK AND DATIRIES

A1l registration and licensing of dairies and other milk premises,
producers, dairymen and distributors is now the responsibility of the Zssex
County Council.

The following registrations were in force at the 31st December 1968:-

Tuberculin Tested Pasteurised Sterilised

Dairies (3) o 3 2
Dealers (10) 10 10 4

Seven samnles of milk were submitted for bacteriological examinations
all proved to be of satisfactory standard.

One wholesale Crezmery operates within the district. Conditions are
generally very satisfactory, though occasion was found during the year to
refer to the llanagement complaints concerning dirty or chipped milk bottles.
Regarding the former the dairy companies are largely at the mercy of the
public, some of whom use milk bottles for all kinds of undesirable purposes
before returning them, and it is only with the utmost vigilance and elaborate
cleansing eguipment that consistently clean bottles can be assured.

The registration of manufacturers and vendors and their premises is
carried out in the Urban District under the Essex County Council Act 1933, and
supervision is exercised to ensure compliznce with the Ice-Cream (Heat Treatment)
Regulations 1947-1959. The number of registrations at 31st December 1968 was:-

Manufacturers Nil
Vendors only 5
Registered premises 51

In addition, vendors registered in other areas operate within the Urban
District.
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Jece—Cream Sampling

Ice-Cream is sampled periodically to ascertain its standard of bacterial
purity. Seventeen such samples were taken during the year, and the resulis were
as follows:=-

Bacteriologisi's Ministry of Health's Total
Description Provisional Grading

I AR TIE ST
Satisfactory 14 -~ - - 14
Passable - 2 1 - 3
Unsatisfactory - - - - =
Totals 14 2 1 - 17

FOOD HYGIENE

The number of premises where food is manufactured, prepared, stored or
retailed, is as follows:-

Residential Hotels
Restaurants

Factory and School Canteens
Manufanturing Butchers
Fried Fish bShops

Retail Wet Fish Shops
Hatail Butchers' Shops
Supermarkets

Other Retail Food Shops
Licensed Premises and Clubs
Fruit Juice Concentrates
Haltings

Poultry Packing Station
Poultry and Egg Producers

-
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A number of mobile food vans tour the aresa. There is no food market in
Yiitham.

All are subject to inspection, 609 visits having been made during the
year. The standard of hygiene is generally satisfactory, but in a number of
cases attention was called to defects in premises and operation requiring to
be rectified.

Frosecutions

A number of infringements of the various Food Hygiene Ragulations were
discovered during the‘/year. In most cases these were of a2 minor character and
were readily rectified on representation to the firms and persons reaponsible.
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Of fences under Sections 2 and 8, Food and Druss Act 1955

Six offences were reported: three in respect of foreign bodies in food,
two of mould in bread, and one of mould in sausages. In three cases
circumstances were such as to warrant prosecution. Fines and costs amounting
to £58.3s.0d. were imposed. Warning letters were sent to the other firma
concerned.

Condemnation of Food

Considerable quantities of food are voluntarily surrendered by local
traders for condemnation. The quantity thus dealt with in 1958, 17 tons
13 ewts., 1gqr. 17 1bs. was much more than in T96T, as very large quantities of
meat and broiler poultry had to be condemned. The Department tzkes possession
of all such food and ensures its proper disposal at the Council's refuse tip.

Formal Sampling: Food and Drugs Act 1955 (Essex County Gouncil)

The Chief Sampling Officer.of the Food and Drugs Authority (Essex County
Council) has kindly supplied the following table showing results of formal
sampling in the Witham distriet during 1968.

- Taken in Witham
Commodity Urban District
Apple Flakes 1
Conserve 1
Currants 1
Honey 1
Jelly 4
Nuts, Assorted 1
Sugar 5
Sultannas 2
Spread, Hazlenut 1
Sausages 1
TOTAL 18

Al]l samples were found to be satisfactory. No samples were taken from
outside the Urban District from premises of VWholesalers who supply shops
within Witham Urban District.

Milk Samples taken in Witham Urban Distriet during 1968

Number of samples takent 18 (including 9 from Schools)

Only ons sample proved to be not of a satisfactory standard.
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Other Food Samples (VWitham Urban District Council)

The Department submitted the following samples for bactericlogical exam-
ination during the year:-

Satisfactory Unsatisfactory

Sausages (all types)
Minced leat

Sliced ileats

Flour confectionery

Milk

Prawns/Shrimps ete.

Chickens

—t ol
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ATLIOSPHERIC FPOLLUTTON

Daily smoke and sulphur dioxide recordings are maintained and the
records forwarded to the Fuel Research Station of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research for inclusion in the National Survey. No significant
degree of pollution has been noted, except during short periods of fogay
conditions, when the build-up of contaminating materials in the air, though
not critical, indicates clearly the need to prevent any increase in their
general concentration.

Industrial furnaces and boiler installations are inspected under the
Clean Air Act provisions, aud chimney heiznts for new premises assessed in
accordance with the Linistry of Housingz z2nd Locz2l Government Memorandum. As
from 1969 it will be the legal responsibility of anyone installing a commercial
furnace to obtain the prior approval of the local autnority and to observe such
conditions as the authority may impose for the prevention of air pollution. It
is to be hoped that these provisions will apply egually to furnaces installed
in public authority and Crown properties, which have hitherto been exempt from
the reguirements of the Act.

Minor contraventions of the Act's requirements in respect of dark smoke
were recorded and immediate zction by managementis followed the Department's
represantations. Four applieations for prior approval of furnace installation
were received and granted following investization of the specification in each
case. Ho instances of zrit and dust emission from furnace installatiocns
occurred. Four proposals for new chimneys were submitted, and a height based
on the Ministry's lemorandun imposed by the Council.

Since the passing of the Clean Air Act in 1956 the Council's Public
Health Committee has considered on a number of occasions the question of the v
formation of smoke control areas within the Urban District, but has hitherto
made no recommendation to the Council to this effect.
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NOISE

Complaints concerning the levels of noise in the vicinity of two
industrial premises were received. In each case investigations confirmed that
noise levels were at times greater than was consistent with the reasonable
comfort of nearby residents and negotiations were undertaken with the manage-
ments for remedial measures., These were put in hand and observations were
continuing at the end of the year.

Owing to pressure of other work investigation of noise levels within
factories has received little attention but it is hoped to resume investigation
of this during 1969. It is also hoped to bring about a reducticn in the noise
created in public by contractors' machinery such as road breakers, compressors
and the like.

STAFF
Details of the Department's staff at 31st December 1968 were:-

Office: Chief Publie Health Inspector, keat and Foods Inspector
Deputy Public Health Inspector, lieat and Foods Inspector
Technical Assistant
Sscretary
Shorthand-Typist
Part-time CGeneral Assistant

External: Vorks lanager, Sewage and Refuse Disposszl
Fitter/Relief lianager, Sewzge and Refuse Disposal
Laboratory Assistant, Sewage Disposal
1 Sewage Foreman
1 Chargehand Plant Operator
3 Plant Operators
1 Sewage Vorks Attendant
2 Sewage liorks Labourers

Chargehand Tanker Driver
Second Tanker Driver

Refuse Foreman

Refuse Depot Chargehand

Refuse Driver/Loaders

Refuse loaders

Salvage Baler

Digper/Loader Driver (also relief Plant Operator)

— o P [ ek

Tractor Driver
Labourers/Relief Refuse Loaders
Part-time Labourer

=k I i

The average age of the permanent outside staff is 43 years.












