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Public Health Offices,
Town Hall,
Braintree,

; ﬂugust 3 195&&

Mr, Chairman, Ladies end Gentlemcn,

I have pleasure in presenting to you my Annual
Repcrt on the health, vital statistics and sanitary circumstances of the
district for 1955, Included is the report of your Chief Sanitary Inspector
and information about the Child Welfare and other services run by the Essex
County Council,

1955 was a healthy year with a very low incidence
of infectious disease.

The majcr problems of Housing, Water Supplies
and Scwage Disposal are all discussed at some length in the body of this
report and it only remains for me, in this introductory letter, to underline
some of the salient features.

On Housling, you will note that fewer houses were
built than in previcus years and that there are still 150 names con the
Council's waitipng 1ist, This is a reduction of & on 1G54.

On Sowage, there is good progress to report on
the new Witham Sewage Works but it seems that extensions will be nscessary,
if and when the greater Witham scheme gets going., Plans have been laid
accordingly.

On Water Supplies, it is satisfactory to note
that the quality was excellent and the quantity adequate.

We are still having difficulties with meat inspect
Only 42,6% of the meat killed at Witham was examined by a qualified Meat
Inspector before release. This is a slight improvement on the last quarter of
195/%, but is far from satisfactory, We must aim at a 100% inspection. The
difficulties are discussed in this and last year's report.

Atmospheric Pollution is a new old naticnal
prcblem, MNew, because we, as a great industrial people are only just
beginning to realise the amount of damage done to health, agriculture and
buildings by smog, 0ld, because it is recorded that in 1273 efforts were

made to prohibit the burning of coal in Londen as the fumes were prejudicial
to health,
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It is gratifying that your Council have agreed to participate in
the Essex County scheme to put up instruments to recocrd the extent of the
atmospheric pollution in this district. It is hcped that a start will be
made in 1956,

It has not been necessary to take any action under the provisions of
the National Assistance Act during the year.

I would like to take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the
Cheirman and members of the Public Health Committee for their cowrtesy and
help since I essumed office in May, My thanks also go to the Officers of the

Council and espeeially to vour Chief Sanitary Inspector, whose detailed

knowledge of the district T have found so waluable.

I an,

Yours faithfully,
C.R.C. RAINSFORD,

Mediecal Officer of Health,
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Public Health Department
Council Offices,
Witham,

August, 1956.
To the Chairman and Mombers of the Urban Distriect Council of Witham,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies amd Gentlemen,

I beg to submit, in ccnjunction with the report of the Medical
Officer of Health, my report upon the sanitary circumstances of the Urban District,

The year 1955 was comperatively uneventful, noc major alteration
taking place in any of the public services. Emphasis on good housing conditions and
focd hygicne was renewed following new legislation and preliminary surveys were made
to re-assess local requirements in these respects, In housing, the amount of slum
clearance required was found to be small, as was expected, though there is much sco
in the area for reconditioning and improvement of older property. In food
administration, meat inspection proved again to be the most difficult problem. In
spite of all efforts, full inspection could not be achleved with the available staff
Routine inspection and control of special premises was, however, maintained.

There was no important change in the sewage disposal and public
cleansing services during the year, The long delayed extension of the Witham Sewag
Works was commenced and good progress made towards its expected completion in 1956,
while the new Rivenhall sewer and disposal scheme satisfactorily completed its fir
full year of operation, Salvage recovery continued to be worthwhile and profitsble
and the Council gave preliminary considergtion to a scheme of refusz/sewsge composti
in view of the impending nsed to find additional refuse tipping spacs., Suitable &
edequate labour for the disposal services sgain proved difficuit to obtain,

A prospect of major importance to the district, that of rapid
development by sbsorption of overspill population from East London, was considered
by the Council and at the end of the year, draft schemes for this development,
together with plans for the necessary extensicn of the local health and scnitary
services were being prepared for consideration by the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government.,

Mr, H.R.D. Scott, Additional Sanitary Inspector in the Department &
March, 1949, left in April to take up another appointment, I would like to acknowl
the good work performed by this conscientious and capable officer during those year
He was replaced in July by Mr. H. Batteson,

I would like to thank the Mombars of the Council for their support
and encouragement and the Clerk of the Council and other Officers for their ccurtet
cooperation, My spceial thanks are also due to my Assistants and the manual Staff
the Department, without whose loyal suppert and hard work during the year, I could
have presented so gatisfactory a repcrt. -

I am, Mr, Choirnan, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your ohedient servant,

E.H.G. UADHAMS.

{ﬁ}ﬂhief Sanitary Inspector,



STATISTTICS AND LOCAL CONDITIONS OF THEE AREA.
Maa {in ac'raa} " B & " % g [ B [ I ] . % O L ] [ I
Poprlation (Registrar-General's estimate) P, Vo AP IO
Number o iphabited housss ... e S A e P
Hateable Value S B 2 AT s v s

Sum represenled by a penny rate ... g e ‘o s “ee

VITAL STATISTICS.

Lotal. Male, Female,
Legitimate 119. S 62,
Illegitimate Ae 24 1.

Birth rate per 1,000 estimated population S N R
Birth rate corrected by comparability figure of 1.09 ven
Birth rate for England and Wales per 1,000 population 4aia

STILL BIRTHS:

Tobal, Mals,  Female.
Legitimate L. 2. =y
Tilegitimate Nil. Nil, Nil,

Rate per 1,000 total births Taan SenA e RS Fa s

Rate per 1,000 total births England and Wales i aiaw

MATERNAL MORTALITY:

Pregnancy, Childbirth and Abortion Tals alale e “re

INFANTILE MORT ALITY:

Deaths of infants under 1 year:

Total. Male, Ferale,
Legitimﬂtﬁ 2- L™ 2-
Illegitimate - - -
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Nil,



Mortaelity rate of legitimate infants per 1,000

legltimate 1ive births ...  ses e - st aen 16,51
Total infantile mortality rate per 1,000 live births Wi A e 16,39
Infortile mortality for England and Wales per 1,000 live births 24,9

DEATHS:

TOT AL, Male, Female,

87. by a 43,

Death rate per 1,000 estimated population see.  wes ... 39,90
Death rate corrected by comparability figure of 1,01 ane 10,00
Death rate per 1,000 population England and Walcs ... ane ahiLLeh

£11 the above rates are calculated on the estimated population given
by the Registrar-General.




DEATHS FROM AL, CAUSES, 1955,

The Table below was compiled from figures supplied by the Regigirar-
eneral and the Clasaification is given under the 36 headings baasd on the
boreviated List ol the International Statistleal Clascification of Diseases,
niwries and Causeg of Death, 1948,

i -,

|
Canne of Desth, Male. Femals)

Puberoulosis, Teaplralory ““fee i ses eve 3 -
Tuberf}u:u.ﬂﬂiﬁ, other P s s vy B — =
Syphilivic disease .4 .«os ses  sen - -
Diph:.-hﬁ?.-.,_" o a0 e “en = -
Whooping Cough sa s e see e - =
Menirgococeal infecti-n= e e ‘o Sk - -
feute poliomyelitis ain it e e e Cale - -
Meagles .o Ses e v - -
Other infective and parasitic discases ..o ose - 3
Malignant neoplasm, stomach ... ane soa .'in 2 15
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus aln ‘e 2 -
Malignant neoplasm, breast ... ... ses  oes - 2
Malignant necoplasm, uterus ... .o .o .o e =
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms see oo 1 8
Leukaemia, aleuksemia s .ae e | e - -
iabetes i Hr cee coe = -
Vagcular lesions of nerv ous systenm T 6 #f
Coronary diseese, anhginsa AT e e e g L 1
Hypertension with heart diseaze ... +ev  cue 4 -
Other heart disecase e R S e 7 5
Ofher clreculatory dlseass ...  «os see  sss 3 -
Influenza e A P “es - m
Pneumonia s R e 2 1
Bronchitis N O B SR 3 1
Other diseases of respiratory systenm ven see = 1
Ulcer of gtomach and duodenum e T 1 1
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea coe coe - -
Nephritis and nephrosis i et R - 1
Hyperplasia A s e e il -
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ... s soe = =
Congenital malformations e B S I 1 -
Other defined and ill-defined disesses .ee  +ss 2 9
Motor wehicle accidents “en v e ‘o 1 1
:,ll other accidents P w3 o aw R ! al
Sui.cide 1 -
Homicide and operations of war Saw . ewa - - -
A1l Causes e U 43
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NOTES ON VITAL STATISTICS.

The estimated 1955 population is 8,790, an increase of 80 on 1954,
Two babies died within the first year, cne from congenital heart disease
and one from uraemia,

Total deaths numbered 87, giving a corrected death rate of 10 per
1,000, which is lower than that for England and Wales - 11,7

Analysis of the Table showing causes of death reveals that the
largest groups are cardic-vascular disecase with 37 and malignant disease
with 16, There were 3 deaths from respiratory tuberculosis, 4 from bronchiti
and 3 from pneumonia, There was no mortality from influenze, measles or
whooping cough,
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CGENFRAL PROVISIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES.

) Under the control of the Essex County Council:=-

(i) Clinics were held at the following centres during the year:-

WITHAM: Essex County Health Services Clinic, Guithavon Street,

Attendances,

Child Welfare, 1st, and 3rd. Wednesdays. 2,00 p.m, g1l

Minor Ailments. 1lst. ard 3rd. Thursdayvs, 9,30 a.m. 111
Dental. Monday, Tuesdsy, Friday

weekly, 10,00 a,.m, 3223

Ante Natal, 1st. Thursday, 9.30 a.m, 11

ILVER END: Garden Village Hall,
1st, and 3rd, Friday. 2.15 p.n, 631

(ii) Home Help Service:

This useful service is administered from the f4rea Health Office,
Springfield Road, Chelmsford,

(ii1) Ambulance Service:
The Ambulance Station is situated at Guithavon Street, Witham, There
is one Ambulance and one car for gitting cases, A full 24-hour cover
is provided.

(iv) Laboratory Services:

The Essex Ccunty Council provide a laberatory service which includes

the bacterioclogical and chemical analysis of water sanples, the chemical
analysis of sewage effluents and the bacteriological examination of
ice-cream, and the examination of other foods for pathogenic organisms,
These examinations are carried out by the Counties Fublic Health
Laboratories, 66, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1.

Examination of milk samples from the distriet are also arranged by the
Essex County Council and the service is provided by the Public Health
Laboratories, Borough General Hospital, Ipswich,

Chemical examination of foodstuffs are undertaken by the Public Analyst
to the Essex CGounty Ceounecil,

I am grateful to the Pathologist, Black Notley Hosnital, for examining
throat swabs and other specimens,

) Under the control of the Neorth-Enst Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board:=-

(i) Chegt Clinics: Held weekly at St. Michael's Hos»ital, Braintree.
(ii) Orthopgedic Clinies: Held twice weskly at the Essex County Health Services
Clinie, Coggeshall Rond, Braintree, and an Orthopaedic

Specialist from Black Notley Hospital attends the Clinic
every thr?g}montha.



OREVALENCE. AND CONTROL_OVER_INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

A glance at the sttached Table shows that 1955 had a record low ineidence
This is due to the few cases of measles.

of infectious disesses,

paralytic poliomyelitis increascd from 2 in 1954 to 4 in 1955.
carefully investigated but no connection could be traced between any of them,

On the debit sida

These 4 cases were

The

usual preventive measures were talken i.e. advice to parents re personal hygiene and

home and garden quarantine for child contacts,

that guarantine of adult contacts is justified.

It is only in exceptional circumsta

Tableg are attached, showing the inecidence of infectious diseases month by
month and according to age, (0) ard (D),

The prevalence of infecticr,
in Table (&) and for comparison Table (B) gives the

TABLE A.

deaths and admissions to hogpital is shown
incidence from 1950-1955,

DISEASES.

{TOTAL NOTIFIED,

ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL.

TOT AL DEATHS.

Diphtheria
Dysentery
Encephalitis ...
Enteriec Fever ..,
Erysipelas Ve
Food Poisoning
Infective Hepatitis
Measles L i
Meningococecal Infection
Pneumonia P
Puerperal Pyrexia s
Paralytic Poliomyelitis
Non-paralytie

Poliomyelitis
Scarlet Fever

LB | W

LRL N LA
L
L
s w

e

Whooping Cough

Tuberculosis, pulmonary
Tuberculcsis, non-pulmonary

=31 o@il i

|_,.I
o PO OO

~HKF=1 1

o |

Ft=1 &0l

|

Totals

12
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PRIV ALENCE, AND_CONTROI_OVER INFECTIOUS DISRASE.

TABLE B,

Disease. 1950, | 1951, | 1952.{ 1953. | 1954. 1955,
Diphtheria .il. ... |- - - - - - -
Dysentery b i | - 7 - 5 - -
Encephalitis ... "as - - - - - o
Enteric Fever T - - . - - -
Brrstpelag s el ... 4 - - 2 . 2
Food Poisoning i L E 1 x s i
Infective Hepatitis . 1 3 2 4 5 8
Measles o A 69 46 251 15 73 12
Meningococecal Infection - - - - - =
Pneumonia e 7 5 4 8 6 7
Puerperal Pyrexia ... - - - - - 1
Paralytic Policmyelitis L) - - - 2 4
INon-paralytic Poliomyelitis 2 - - - - =
Scarlet Fever .. s 14 4 7 11 1 2
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary 19 14 14 13 5 10
Tubarculgsia, Non-pulmonary 1 2 2 2 i 2
Whooping Cough' - 116 24, 8 87 4 3

'“ il
Totals w7 | et 1 S ) I YV 1 S

(11)




TABLIE C.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFIED ACCORDING TO AGE

At o iige
Disease all | Under] 1 = 2| 2-3 | 3= | h=5 | 5-10 [L0-15 [15=20 [20-35{35~ | 5= |65 & | un-
ages| 1 | _j b5} 65 |over [known
Diphtheria - - - - - - - - - - - = - =
Dysentery - - - - - - - - - - = = . =
Encephalitis - - - - - - - - - - - - o =
Enteric Fever - - - - - - - - - - o - - -
Erysipelas 2 - - - - - - - - - - 2 - =4
Food Poisoning - = - - = - - a5 | a2 ik A = =
Infective Hepatitis 8 - - - - - 2 - - 1 = 2 3 y
Measles 12 2 i3 2 2 - 5 - - - - - o ~
Meningococecal Infection - - - - - - - - - - = < - =
Pneumonia T - - - - - 1 - - - 1 2 3 R
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 - - - - - - - 1 - = = 2 = o
aralytic Poliomyelitis s - - 1 = - 1 = 1 A - 1 i T
Non-paralytic poliomyelitis - - - - - - - - - - B - 5 -
Scarlet Fever 2 - - - - - 2 - - - - & £ o5
Tuberculosis, pulmonary 10 - - 3 1 - 2 - - 2 2 1 i E -
Tuberculosis, non-pulmonagy 2 - - - - - - - e - - - 55 s
Whooping Cough 3 - - T 1 1 ~ - = - % o o =
Totals 5l 2 1 5 h 1 13 - L 3 3 8 7 -




T4BLE D,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED MONTH BY MONTH,

(13)

hese craeg, 3 were cases re-notified on taking up residence in this district,

Total i = | !
Disease, Notified, |Jan|FebiMary Apr{May.jJunelJulhug|Sep Dctlﬁcv,ﬁec.
| 1
e
gria .. . e - S B e e S -l =-1=-]=-]=-] -1]-
ery Sl fai s - EHO e gt e bt Lol e ra oS
plitla ol g ) O ™ R DRI A e e i e 2 s ot LS A
¢ Fever ., £ - - R [y (g NP | € B I e e | e i
EE e e 2 -] = =] =] - - |1 1| =) =] =
piesoning S0 Sa.r aaa - - o] e |- o | = | &' =f == P
ive Hﬂpﬂtitiﬂ .. “oa 8 - 1l - - 2 3 = - - - — 2
a8 [N (RN . 12 1 1 e 2 ! 1 5 2 - - - -
ococeal Infection ... - - = = == SR Gt e SEVPRS SR SR S -
nia e aiee s 7 2111 =] 1};= l]| =] =] =] =] =12
al Pyrexda ... s 1 1| = =) =} = ST i e S e
ic Poliomyelitis ... 4 =] & =] =] = S U bod b gt BTy por—Toy 1o el
ralytic Poliomyelitis - S B g e SR A 8 R S P R ] e VB
tFBvET ® "ea LR 2 2 i - - - - - = = - = -
ulosis, Pulmonary .,. 10 2l =1 1] =] = = 1d b Qo) 2T
osis, Non-pulmonary 2 -l 1] =] =| = O R LS| IS BE Pt e
ng Cough' s  .es - ] s o [ I [ -l =] =] 1l] =] =] =
Totals 51 B sl alial sl 74l 511 217
TUBERCIILOSIS.
The following Table gives particulars cof the 10 cases of pulmonary and 2 of non-
ry tuberculosis notified furing the year.
New Cases. Deaths. .
Age Pericds Pulmonary,.; Non-pulmonary Pulmonary. | Non-pulmonsry,
M. | F, M.Ar F, M, F F, M. i
]
er 1 year. - - - - Myl - - E
1 -2 years, - | - - - - | - - - 1
2 =3 years. - 1 - - - = = - !
3 -4 years, - 1 - - = - i -
4 =5 years, - - - - = & - 2.
5 =10 years. 1 1 - - - - - =
10 =15 years, - - - - = - - s
15 =20 years, - - 1 1 & - e .
20 =25 years, - - - - & - = -
25 =35 years, 1 1 = = = s = e
35 =45 years, 1 1 e = = = = s
L5 =65 years, =ualink - - 5 ol = -
65 and over, - 1 - - - - = -
TCT ALS o I 1 1 | 3 = o A e



DIPHTHERIA.

The Urban District remained free from diphtheria, The last case occurred in 19

Preventive immunisation against diphtheria and whooping cough was earried out a
in previous years by County Council staff and General Practitioners. The number |
immunised was fairly satisfactory.

The importance of diphtheria immunisation cannct be over emphasised and constan
propeganda is carried on by Health Visitors to persuade parents to have their
children immunised in good time, Although diphtheria is now a rare disease, it cou
take hold again,

Immunisation against Diphtheria.

Children who completed a full course Children who were given a reinforcing
of primary immunisation during the injection during the year,
year,
By General By County Council By General By County Council
Practitioners, Staff, Practitioners, Staff,
(a) 67 36 20 85
Total = 103 Total = 105,

Immunisation against Whoopingz Cough,

Children who completed a full course of imminisation Records of combined
under the County schcme, diphtheria pertussis
immunisation received

| By General Practitioners.| By County Council Staff, |
26 10 (b) 5,
Reinforeing
njections., 3 - 1,

Note: Figure (b) is included in figure (a).

Vaccination against Smallpox: Vaccinations were carried out by General Practitione
ag followg:=

Number wvaccinated during the year = 82,
Number re-vaccinated during the year = 28,

(14)



HOUSING.

For a number of reasons, the year saw a slowing down of the Council's
ilding programme, which had reached its highest momentum in 1954 when 121 houses
re completed.,

During the year 1955 a further 67 Council houses, including 6 aged
rsons' bungalows, were completed and 3 houses were built by private enterprise.
the end of December there were 37 Council houses and 5 private houses under
nstruction., The number of new houses erected in the Urban District since the
of the war is as follows:=-

By the local authority: 564 (includes 84 prefabricated bungalows).
By private enterprise: 95.

The number of applicants for Council houses was 150 at the end of 1955,
pared with 212 at December 31st, 1954. This figure included the following
tegories:=-

Ordinary List 79 applicants,
hged persons 24
Single Persons 3
Supplementary List 7
Exchange List 8
Engaged Ccuples

List 23
Industrial Workers

List LE

150.

Apart from the houses under construction, referred to above, the Couneil

ad made no provision for further building in 1956, but were engaged in formulating
new policy and programme in the light of the impending alterations in subsidy
nts, The Council had no opportunity during the year tuv eperate their

olicies of building houses for key workers in industry and of previding serviced
ites for private house building.

The curtailment of the Council's building prograrme, coupled with the lack
any firm prospect of large scale development by private enterprise must
nevitably mean the continuation of the housing shortsge in the erea, While this
hortage is by no means so desperate as that of the immediate post-war years, it
annot improve until the supply of houses from all sources once again begins to
pproach the continuing demand.

re-War Council Houses: Some further progress was made on schemes for the
provement and modernisation of over 200 of the Council's pre-war houses, The
chemes include the installation of bathrooms, hot water systems and modern

ooking, heating and washing facilities, and in the case of the outlying rural
states, sewer connections and conversion to water carriage drainage, The position
t the end of the year was as follows:=

(15)



Improvements completed: 58 houses.
Pail closet conversions
to W.C's,, and drainage: (a) temporary: 12 houses,
(b) permanent: 24 houses.

Arrangements had been made for sewer connections and closet conversions
at a further 16 houses early in 1956, by direct labour, Also, schemes for 169
houses were being prepared, to be carried out by contract during the finaneisl
year 1956=57, subject to loan sanction being obtained.

Houging and Public Health Actsg.

Progress with regard to sub-standard private houses was continued during
the year, though limited to some extent by pressure of other work and by the lack
of an Additional Sanitary Inspector during a period of 4 months, The following
data shows the work undertaken during the year:-

(a) Clearance Orders ) 4 houses vacated.
Compulsory Purchase Orders) 7 houses demolished,
2 Orders (7 houses) under considera
December, 1955,

(b) Demolition Orders: 1 house demolished,
1 Order revoked following
reconditioning of the house,

(e) Closing Orders: Nil,
(d)} Voluntary Undertakings by Owners: 6 houses demolished,

Of the 4 properties vacated on formal action, the tenants of 3 were
rehoused by the Council, In addition, the Council completed the rehousing of
tenants from the 6 cottages subject to voluntary undertaking. Also, in a few
cases of urgent need, accommodation was provided for tenants from other sub-
standard dwellings not yet formally dealt with, Every effort is made to prevent
such dwellings becoming a recurrent liability to the housing authority by
continuous re-occupation, but this is not always possible.

Schemes for the re-development of two Clearance Area sites, one as a
subsidiary shopping centre and cne as s car park, were well in hand at the end
of the year.

Following the Government's call for local authorities to submit slum
clearance progrsmmes, the Council considered the position in their district
and submitted the following proposals, which have been approved by the Ministry
of Housing and Loecal Government, for implementation during the next five years:-

(1) No. of houses fit for demolition: 57,
(ii) No. alreedy subject to operative orders: 17
(1ii) No. of yedars required for securing demolition: 5a

The number of dwellings found to be fit for demolition is small in
(16)



lation to the total number of dwellings in the district, but the Council's
-war slum clearance schemes eliminated the mejority of the totally unfit
operty, while action resumed during the period 1946-1956 resulted in the
earance of a further 80 unfit dwellings, The problem now faeing the Couneil
therefore not a large one,

So far as reconditioning is concerned, however, it is estimated that

out 500 houses in the district are defective in some respects. Many are

ctorian apd Edwardian terrace houses, sound in structure, but lacking in amenity
beginning to show evidence of their age, By reason of their design and layout,
ey are often difficult end costly to modernise, but it is clearly necesazary to
nserve this large amount of available accommodation, to improve it wherever
ssible and to prevent any chance of its gradual deterioration to glum status,
programme of inspection for reconditioning and improvement is being prepared.

The following Table summarises action taken in connection with the
spection of dwellinghouses during 1955:=-

Inspection of dwellinghouges during the year:

(a) Total rumber inspected for housing defects (under Public Health

DrHﬁusim ﬁ-cta LI B ) [ O L A ] L L L LN 98.
(b) Number found to be in a state so dangercus or injurious to
health as to be unfit for human habitation ik P e 8.

(c) Number (exclusive of those referred to under sub-heading (b)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
h&bit&tiﬁﬂ L] N ] - ' N ] RN ] "N ] [ N ] L] 381

Remedy of defects during the year without service of formal notica:

(a) Number of houses rendered fit in consequence of informal action

by Loecal Authority or its Officers ... Tt WAl ralamll wwm 27,
(b) Number of other defective conditions remedied after informal
action by Local Authority or its Officers «e:v ees  ses  wee 36.

Action under Stetutory Powers - Housing fcots, 1936-1954:

(a) Number of houses in respect of which notices were served

YEaTIng TApaIra e . esw, das WAS ek o el e e 2
(b) Number of dwellinghouses rendered fit after service of formal

notice i g e i s e U T 1,
(c) Number of separate tanements or underground rooms in respect of

which Closing Orders were made e R ek S Sea o waa Nil.,
(d) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which Demolition Orders

were nade ey ess il ¢en Ve ses e ate s Nil,
(E} Number of undertakings ECCGPtEd aaa aw waa " saw Nil.

Number of dwellinghouges demolighed:

(a) In pursuance of Clearance Orders Ay Sy sitma - oL Y /8
(b) In pursuance of Demclition Orders ... . i b ok 15
g B Ty ol R e pr, wranoalp Ses Yty 6.
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5. Overcrowding:

(a) Hongea found o bis overcrowdad. . eesi « smed. fesome s e s fas o tiiess 1
(b) Overcrowding abated, after statutory action ... ... cse  4.e Nil

Improvement Grants: Housing Acts, 1949-1954.

Prior to 1955, no advantage had been taken of grant-aid provigions for
the improvement or conversion of existing dwellings, apart from four houses
purchased by the Gouncil in 1950 and improved under the Housing Act, 1949.
During 1955, however, a number of applications for grant were received and dealt
with as under:-

{

Applications submitted in respect of: 10 houses.
Applications granted in respect of: 9 houses.
Applications refused in respect of: 1 house,.

A further number of applications and tentative inquiries were received
but were withdrawn when the conditions of the grant scheme were fully explained °
to the applicants., It was hoped that auner/occupiers and investment property
owners would take advantage of the grants available, but so far it has proved
to be mainly the owners of agricultural cottage property whe have considered
it worthwhile to do so,

Housing (Repairs and Rents) Act, 1954.

During the year, no Certificates of Disrepair under the above ldct were
issued by the Council. One Certificate, which had been previously issued, was
revoked following satisfactory completion of the necessary repairs to the
house,

WATER SUPPLY,

Supplies to the Urban District mains remained the same during the year:
the South Essex Water Company's supply from the Abberton impounding reservoir a
the Council's Bradwell Springs supply (deep spring). The Council's Braintree
Road Waterworks has been out of action due to pump defects and borehole difficul
since 1953 and it is doubtful whether the Council will resume supplies from this
source, Silver End and Rivenhall are fed by the Bradwell Springs undertaking,
while the remainder of the Urban District receives a mixture of the two supplies
both of which undergo chloramination at the source,

The Bradwell Springs undertaking, purchased in 1954, was maintained
satisfactorily and without major incident, The Council's Consulting Engineers
are preparing a scheme to increase the available output and to check a slight
corrogsive tendency due to the high carbon dioxide content of the water.

The South Essex supply is used to implement the Bradwell source to the
current daily requirements and the Council holds a reservation with the South
Essex Company ensuring ample water for present and expected needs.

Quality and quantity have been uniformly satisfactory throughout the
year and satisfactory pressure for all normal domestic and industrial purposes
(18)



as been maintained, A1l new mains are super=chlorinated by the Council's
gtaff before being put into use,

Samples, submitted periodically for bacteriological and chemieal
examination, showed that both supplies at the source were pure and wholesome,
as is shown by the following table,

Samples submitted:

Satisfactory. Unsatisfactory, Total,

1, Maing Water.

Ehﬁmiﬂal R | [N #Ew 4] 1! 5!
Bactericlogical ... «.e 2t Re 30,

2, Other Supplies.
ﬂhemiﬂﬂl . (XN saw o™ = ot
Bacteriological ... ... Iy da, i1 58
Tﬂtﬂla R - @ 33.! _3“ L6"

The three unsatisfactory reports were in respect of the mixed supply
from a branch main serving several cottages and commercial premises. On
investigation it was found that a proportion of dirty water from a grain washing
machine was being drawn back into the main and finding its way in a diluted form
to adjoining premises, Action was taken immediately to prevent any recurrence,

House Connecticns, etc.
Number of separate dwellings in the Urban District e T 2756,

Number of separate dwellings having internal piped mains supply ... 2688,
Estimated populaticn sc served b Sals ke Haps e e 8571.

Number of separate dwellings connected during the year Can ey 70,
Number of separate dwellings served by standpipe S ALy o 30,
Estimated population so served Siay S e “ns S 95.
Remaining houses served by shallow wells or springs ... S 5 38,
Estimated population so served I M R e R R R 118,

The following extensions to the Council's mains were made during the year:

‘!P“‘ LB L B L L L ) " EW 3?0331":15-
6“ LN L L L LA L &EDFaI‘dSI
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Water Consumption apd Future Requirements.

Total water supplied by:

1. Braintree Road Waterworks ..o  ees  ses Nil,
2. Bradwell Springs:
(a) To Silver End i i 29,162,000 gallo
(b) To remainder of Urban District 57,152,000 gallo
3. BSouth Essex Water Company ... ol e 59,835,090 gallo
4. ex Braintree R.D.C. Main (Eradwell} 5,089,680 gall
Total Consumption 151,238,770 gall

Average consumption per head per day:

Domestic demand siw wEe Ems e e o e LN
TI‘E‘IE].E dBII".Elnd e w LN ] - [N 16! 51 gallﬂn’s'
Average total consumption per head per day ... 48,61 gallons,

The average consumption shows an increase of .31 gallons per head per d

During the 10 year period, Jamuary 1946 to December 1955, total consumption has
increased by approximately 10 gallons per head per day.

DRAINAGE AND SEWFRAGE,

A further 10 existing properties were connected to the Council's sewer
systems during the year. The following table shows the drainage facilities in
use in the Urban District as reviewed at Decemher 3lst. 1955:=

Houses connected to mains sewer systems: 2595,
Houses drained to septic tank systens: 17.
Houses drained to cesspools: 96,
Houses drained to ditches: 32,
Houses without drainage: 16.

2756.

Of the 161 properties not at present connected to the sewer, some 34 arf§l
capable of connection, Prospective future development should allow for the -
serving of another 20-30 existing houses. There will then remain sbout 100
agricultural and isolated properties for which no economic sewerage scheme ap
to be possible, Some of these are houses which will probably be demolished
within the next few years, but the figure is unlikely to alter radically, as
these are likely to be replaced by some limited development of individual hous
in the ocutlying parts of the district. The Council provides a free emptying
service for domestic cesspools, three times annually and additional emptying §
when required, on repayment, This service is also available to industrial and
agricultural premises not connected to the sewer system,

The existing sewer systems at Witham and Silver End are both liable to
surcharging at times of heavy rainfall,
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This scheme, with its own sewage disposal works at Ri%erhall, was completed
in the latter half of 1953. Since then a considerable number of connections have
been completed, with conversions of pmil clossts to W.C's and, in many cases, the
installation of bathrooms. 411 the drainage from the 40 pre-war Rivenhall Council
houses has been connected, though schemes of closet conversicn and improvement have
not yet been completed in all of them, It is hoped, if loan sanction can be
obtained, to complete this work during 1956, This, with the conversion of the few
remaining private properties, will bring the scheme into full operation,

Tha Rivenhall Primary School will be one of the last premises in the area
0 teke advantage of mein drainage, despite all the efforts of the Council and the
School Managers. However, the Education authority has undertaken tec effect its
conversion during 1956.

Sewer Extensions.

Extensions of sewer systems during the year have been as follows:=-

Scil Sewers., Surface Water

Sewers.,
L 30 yards, 115 yards.
12 in, e e 50 yards, 27 yards,
15 inl T Ew 157 FEIﬂE. &88 }"ﬂl"ds.

Most of this work was done to complete the servicing of the Counecil's new
industrial estate. On this estate, the soil eewer is designed for ultimate
connection to the Witham Sewage Works, but for the time being discharges to a large
double cesspool of 6,000 - 7,000 gallons capacity, The amount of industrial
fdevelopment possible at present will therefore be limited until the new outfall
sewer is leaid,

SEWAGE _DISPOSAL,

. There are four major sewage disposal plants in the Urban Distriet, three
owned by the Council and one administered by the Ministry of Works., The three

grban District Sewage Works serve the communities of Witham, Silver End and Rivenhall
8nd the fourth plant treats sewage from the National Assistance Board's Hostel for
Pieplaced Persons at Rivenhall ferodrome Camp,

Sewage Works.

In January 1955, work was commenced by the Council's Contractors, on the

EW sewage works extension scheme and good progress cn it was maintained throughout
8 year, though none of the new plent was in cperation by December 31lst., It is
Xpected that the scheme, which will cost some £55,000 in all, will be completed by
e Autumn of 1956, The plant will then have a capacity of some 5-10% above present
iry weather flow and will suffice for the needs of the town for a number of years
nless very extensive and rapid development should occur, The present scheme has
been designed to allow of second and third stage future extensions, when required,
§° provide for an ultimate population ﬁffagsut 20,000,



The works extension contract, involving much alteration and reconditioning
of existing plant, has necessarily created considerable difficulty in coping with =
the sewage flow during the year. The old plant, proviocusly described, has been g
seriously overloaded for many years and has been kept operating only by a series
of improvisations, A reasonably satisfactory standard of purification has
generally been maintained, however, by careful orgenisation, though the additional
difficulty of the contract period has resulted in some deterioration, compared
with previous years.

The new plant, designed by Messrs. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, the
Council's Consulting Engineers, will reduce the manual labour now required,
though its control will be more complicated and will call for intelligent supervisie
and maintenance, My Department is fortunate in having a Works Manager, Mr, T. '
Thorpe, who is eminently fitted for the day-to-day control os such plants, but he
has now three sewage works to lock after and the low general standard of labour
available for their meintenance has proved a serious handicap, This will have to
be overcome if the Council's modern plants are to operate at full efficiency.,

o unduly adverse effect of detergents in the sewage flows was apparent
during the year, though in view of other difficulties it is not possible to assess
to what degree their presence has accounted for the lower standard of purification
achieved during recent years,

Trade wastes in the Witham sewage flows caused no sericus complications
during 1955, though sample reports have indicated that a general review of the
situation is desirable, It is proposed to undertake this during 1956,

Farmland,

The Council contimued the cultivation and cropping of their land adjoining
the Witham works, and the 1954=55 cropping season was favoured by good weather and
a satisfactory harvest. The crops produced a net profit to the Council of
£216, 10s, 8d,, from the 16 acres under cultivation, in spite of one acre of this
having to be abandoned owing to the requirements of the works extension centractors
The crops grown were wheat (10% acres sown, 9% acres harvested) and flax (5% acres
sown end harvested), For the 1955-56 season, it is proposed to sow 15% acres of
wheat and 4% acres of runner beans.

The experimental cultivation of refuse tipland, this time with wheat, was
contin=d on gbout half an acre and was entirely successful, a good crop being
recoverad, The Council therefore propose to extend the experiment during 1956, to
a total of three scres. It is anticipated that in this way an area of about 10
acres of useless marshland, being reclaimed by tipping of house refuse and trade

wastes, can eventually be brought into full agricultural production,

The finaneial return from the sewage works farmland, during the eight
years siuce the Couneil undertook the cultivation, is shown in the following Table,
and compares favourably with the anmal rental of £33,12s, 6d, previously
received when the land was let to a loeal farmer.
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o ea 80, GL‘D_E_St Prﬁfitr_ I_-,I_E’_,%Eh
| £ .s.d, [ £ . 5. d.
9‘&7-481 whe-ﬂt’ pﬂtﬂtf}eﬂ LN ] L LI LN ] 63! 7' 10! o e ey
1948-49, Barley, potatoes “y.s “iee  aee eas 29, 1, L] = = =
i g-tl-q-ﬁﬂi 'l']h-a'at R R e w ] 2-- lgl s e - -
| 95‘0-51I leer! mﬂngf}ld; fl&x R TR . aw - = e 58i I?I F'?
i 951"52I Fl-ﬂx, “h-eﬁt "aw 'R '] "aw 128' 19‘ 31 - L -
1952-53, Wheat, clover, flax Kewil tenl T aay e R
I 953-5'{}- ‘I.-Iheat ] flax e . aw R 'R Elzp 19- lﬂt = i
1 954"'55. m&ﬂtj flﬂx L LN ] [N ] [N _21__h6 l_.:ll 8l‘
1254, =, 11,158, T, B
Net profif o v e S119500 013 A
Net anmal profit ... .aa & C2ASTTO02,
SILVER END Sewage Works,

This plant, described in detail in previous repcrts, serves the community
of Silver End, a population of gbout 2,000, Increased flows over the last ten
years, due to development and a large trade flow, involve overloading of the plant
at peak periocds and in wet weather. The Council's Consulting Engineers are
preparing a scheme of extension and improvement to cope with present and expected
development and with the effect of trade discharges., The latter are cf a nature
and quantity of some concern to the Council and a detailed investigation was
paintained throughout the year, with the cooperation of the Company concerned,

th the object of organising and maintaining a proper system of control,

The average dry weather flow to the werks, gauged in 1953, is 95,000
gallons daily, This rate of flow involves a theoretical settlement pericd of
12-13 hours retention, with dosage to the primary filters of 105 gallons and to
he secondary filters of 320 gallons per cubic yard per day. The resulting
‘Mlstandard of purification is generally satisfactory, but consistent results are
prevented by lack of marginal eapacity.and by the gross quantities of surface
ater which find their way to the works during wet weather,

The secondary filters had given recurrent ponding trouble over several
years and are undergoing reconditicning. The rebuilding of one was completed
during the year and the second has been dismantled in readiness for replacement
of the filter medium and walling-in, Work of cleaning and regrading of the
medium is being done by Departmental labour, and it is hoped to have both filters
rebuilt and operating satisfactorily during 1956,
RIVENHALL Sewage Works,
This modern plant operated successfully throughout the year, during which

he flow to it increased to about two-thirds of its designed dry weather flow
{18,000 gallons per day). Only in two aspects was the plant's performance less

an could be desired, In the first place, the twin humus tanks, necessarily very
small, do not appear consistently to retain sufficient of the suspended matter from
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the effluent, It is hoped by observation and adjustment, to achieve a rate

of flow which will overcome this defect., Secondly, the plant shows signs of
producing considerably more sludge than the four small drying beds can cope

with during the winter seascn., How this can be remedied without additional beds
is difficult to foresee, in wview of the fact that the plant is not yet operating
to its full capacity. This also is being kept under observation,

Smell nuisance from manholes, due to septic action in the sewers, diminish
during the year as the flow gradually increased and the sewers became more selfe-
cleansing.

Apart from these matters, the plant has proved efficient and easy to
maintain end reflects credit upon the Council's Consulting Engineers, who
designed it,

RIVENHALL Camp Sewage Works.,

Tries plant, constructed during the war to serve the Aercdrome, now treats
the sewsg: from displaced persons occupying the camp under the control of the
Naticnal 4ssistance Board.

The plant is not working to capacity and has maintained an efficient
standard of purification.

Sampling of Sewage, Effluents, etc.

Satisfactory., Ungatisfactory, Totsal,

Witham Sewage Works ... i Bls 21, 5
Silver End Sewage Works T 10, 24 12.
Rivenhall Sewnge Works b 6. 2, 8.
Rivennall Camp Sewage Works ... 1 b - 1y

Totals ... L8, 25, I3

DRAINAGE OF TRADE PREMISES.

Investigation and contrel cof the trade discharges from local industries
has “~en maintained throughout the year, as under:-

(1) Withams (a) Galvanising Wastes: Treatment and disposal by agreement with
the Company as previcusly described.
(b) Etch Wash Wastes: Periodic controlled discharge after prior
notification to Council,
(c) Flour Mill Washings: Treated and discharged under agreement
as previocusly described.
(d) Fruit Processing Wastes: Improvised treatment proceeds under

observation,

(e) Maltings Wastes: Investigation of discharges to arrange
proper treatment and control,

(f) Plating Wastes: Investigation of discharges to arrange

proper treatment and control,
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Certain of the above wastes are discharged to the sewer by virtue of old-
anding agreements with the Council, It is proposed to review the position during
56.

) Silver End: (a) Galvanising Wastes: ) These wastes, all treated to some
(b) Sherardising Wastes: ) extent by the Company, have had a
(¢c) Bronzing Wastes: ) variable adverse effect on sewage
" (d) Case Hardening Wastes: ) disposal processes for some years and
(e) Metal folishing Wastes:) their control had proved to be very
difficult., With the cooperation of the
Company a very full investigation was
carried out and at the end of the year
work was in hand to provide adequate
treatment and flow control of the
combined wastes, under agreement with
the Council,

) There are no industrial wastes discharging to the Council's sewer system at
Rivenhall,

PUBLIC CLEANSING,

Street sweeping, road gritting and other highway cleansing services are
intained respectively by the Essex County Council Highways Department and the
neil's Works Department on the County and distriet roads.

The remeining services, refuse collection and disposal, salvage reccvery,
gspool and gulley emptying and sewer flushing are administered by the Council's
blic Health Departmsnt,

REFUSE_COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

llaction:

The collection of house refuse for the whole of the Urban Distriet has
en maintained during the year, providing a weekly collection from all parts of the
ea,

Two standard side-loading wehieles are now employed on collection of reluse,
second full-time wvehicle having been made available by the purchase during the

ar of an additional chassis. This enabled the dual purpose refuse collecting/
sspool emptying machine to be converted into twe separate vehicles. The two purpose
chine, purchased in 1951, had proved highly successful in coping with both kinds of
k while there was insufficient of either kind to justify the use of a full-time
hicle for esach purpose.

Cno of the collection vehicles, a Shelvoke and Drewry Mark II freighter,
chased in 1946, is now approaching the end of its useful life and its replacement
111 have to be considered within the near future.

spogal:

Controlled tipping has continued throughout the year on the Council's land
djoining the river Blackwater, where marshland is being made up. It is hoped by
ipping in this area, to add some 10 acres of useful agricultural land to that now
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farmed at the adjoining sewage works. Tipping capacity at this site was assessed
in October, 1955, as being adequate for 2=3 years' disposal, at present rate of
development., Further marshland meadow, liable to flooding, is available at the
confluence of the rivers Bruin and Blackwater and the Council has already consider
the possible use of this land, the majority of which, it is felt, could be returne
to good agricultural use after tipping operations were ccmpleted,

The Council has also under preliminary consideration, the possibllity of a
refuse separation and sludge/refuse composting scheme, There is no doubt that ver
much valuable raw material would be recovered amd s large quantity of high grade
compost produced., The Council received a special report on this subject in Decemb
1955, outliningz the principles of the scheme and the probable costs and income, T
is to be considered further in relation to the allied question of acquisition of
additional lanl for tipping purposes, It is felt that the intensely agricultura
nature of the area around Witham favours the success of such a venture, which w
provide a lec: wasteful means of refuse disposal, reduce the district's tipping
space requirzrauts and eliminate sludge drying and handling difficulties in an
econcmiec mannc, It would also contribute to scoil fertility, by returning natura
organiec waste: in a safe form to the land,

SALVAGE.

Collection of salvage is effected in conjunction with house refuse
collection, with the exception that a special collection is made weekly from trad
premises, Figures for the 1955-56 financial yesar, given below, show an increase
income. A profit of £744 acerued to the Council, after bonus of £458, 133, was p
to the collection staff, Some expenditure was incurred in improvements to the De
at Maldon Road,

1954=55, 1955=56, -
Weights. | Value, Weights. Value
Commodity. tons, ewtg, grs,| £, s, d., |tons,cwts,ars, .

Waste Paper 1 A e B L e i T 2 143, 8. 0o 1 3a e a
Bones i 5 Gl B.10. 6, 20 i e i B B b 7.
Raga 3- 8- li 131i13l 9| 3- 18& 3- 152-5 5!-
Sacking i Lo L3 R Idksdod D, 1, SE o 8, 12.
Irﬂn 6?4 l?- 2- Bﬂ?ilji E- ?51 104\ Ui 3391' 16#
Metals 1 | el e 2 109, Ho 9, 1k 1 EE ot 160, 15.
Jars 2B RN, 12,12, 0O, el ek Tony iy
Bottl=n LA Dy FL19% AL o PR T 5 Sy 15
Migesllanecus 2.10. 0. Do 5
\Totals 212, B Ao 1065 A0 s s gob i aan cit] S 6




Cesspool, Gulley Emptyvine and Sewer Flughine,

The following work was perfcrmed by the Council's cesspool emptier during
the year:-

Domestic emptyings (free service): 1B7 cesspoocls, 204 loads, 204,000 gallons,

Rechargeable work: 178 cesspools, 287 loads, 287,000 gallons,
Trade Waste: 482 loads, 482,000 gallons,
365 _cesspools, 973 loads. 973,000 gallons,

Almost all the liquid wastes removed were disposed of at the Council's
refuse tip, by the adoption of a special tipping routine to form large lagoons on
the tip land, These lagoons have not only sealed off the wastes from the neigh-
bouring rivers, but have given a high degree of drying by evapcration, Final drying
of the resulting sludge, when a lagoon is sufficiently full, is accomplished by the
heat produced in the natural decomposition of house refuse, tipped over the lagocn
to a depth of 3' = 4! and covered with scil,

In addition to the above work, the sewer systems of the district were
flushed on three occasiocns and the road gulleys on all district roade were cleansed
on three occasions,

The wvehicle is also used on any required emergency work on sewers and
gewage disposal, involving emptying of tanks or manhcles.
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE_AREA.

A total of 5942 visits and inspections were made during the year,
as follows:-

Hﬂuﬂing Aﬂtﬂ e ® [ ] W LN ] L LR LA &Dsi
Publiﬂ Health Actﬂ TR " aw B TR aea -aw 112!

Vorminous PremisSes see  ese  sse  sss  ses  wes 60.
Gﬁmplﬂintﬂ e w y s e e RN LR ] 65-
Slaughterhouses srahiy e Pt Nave k ae TR 586.
Butchers! Shﬁpﬁ s m A . e s e .ea 2&-
Fish Shops TR THTT e R L oue Da
Bakehouses Al AP B B B o b
Restaurants 1 e e e “an e 0 R ##
Ice=Cream Vendors Sae Y e, et e e SR STAREEEE 78
Licensed Premlses R e AT R 12.
Food Preparation Premises ... sas  sas  ase  sas 21,
Doiries e ee s ew “ew .o “n e . ea BI
Milk Shﬂpﬂ e e 1 s e "ew . ew 2.
Sampling: Ice=Cream P PR P vea “en o 50,

Water e o he .o . en 391

Sewage Effluent ... .ss i wwe el 20,

Shgps ﬁﬂ‘trﬂ L ] LN ] L LB N L L N LR 36'
Factories A i . e Ninia . P 69.
Infectioua’Ddaeabe "o ¥ aoi’ DGR SN S5 0NN 36,
Water Supplies sis e sas b .ne sea ee 17.
Drains and Sewers: Inspected s O et Ty R 206,
Tegted ... o e ‘v Viea 23.

Cesspools, Septic Tanks and Pail Closets ves . ala 14.
Refuse Tipﬁ “an s " e aaw e " 131,
Sawage Werka: “opat vl " ven. vana | eaa TAEr e 167,
BﬁlVEgE R “en ‘aw P “en T TR 1291
Rodent Control o | ° Wt s aan  hae awe RO NGRS

Tents, Vans and Sheds e . “ew ‘s seu 30,
Offensive Accumulations s A R e . 6.
Schools .4 s e TR TR Ty e 19-
Places of Amusement ..e  sss T T i By
Council House Applicants ... wea ves .o ses 20,
Miscellaneous e aaw. e ew e ) ) 59-

In addition, a total of 914 interviesws were given to tenants, landlords
builders and other interested parties,
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of Notices outstanding, 31st, December, 1954 i cov  sse  sss 23,
of Intimation Notices served during the year ... see ves ey 56,
of Statutory Noticeg served during the year SEh REETOL A e R
of Notices complied with during the year L R S s 49,
of Notices outstanding on Books, 31st., December, 1955 o Saraa 30,

The feollowing list classifies the nuisances and defects dealt with:-

ampness, rising and penetrative ... ... e ess  eas ese ves 11,
gfective roofs, parapets, gutters, R.W.P's etc. ae i ¥ e o 14.
efective brickwork, rendering and pointing etc. e “re T ree 16,
efective ceilings and walls wmm ] e ei ey Y aasn St 10,
efective docrs, windows and floors S a i A i a5 iy e 10,
gfective cocking ranges, firegrates and flues oo ... PP ave S 10.
gfective yar@faﬂcass paving oo v e s sen sse ene g.
efactive W.C., structures s sea *an e ' e ' 25w 11,
efective W.C, fittings T & e . Rown e RN Caa S 14.
Biaeiive ginks, waghte plpos obc. ass!  sin  awa . ssm. ceme - L ese . oaed i
rainage defects e Fiibiae N Chf il 3w il S 36.
efective vent pipes A L S AR Lt S R e 1.
ewer connections/conversions B Ll oam R WA 10,
nadequate means for disposal of roof water Y S 5 S &
efective/overflowing cesspools G i i s T e e R 5
isused cesspools gealed, i .ok AP Al e S ee 2
ercrowding A B R P R 5 e g i

2

ik

2

irty/ﬂffensive condition of premises san P veu “oe ses cos
ffensive ditches oy o R iee ies 43
ffensive accumilations A ek sk i e sre wee
uisance from keeping of asnimals/chickens Al e R T S 5
Boence/Defactive copdition of dustbing ...  sse  see  ssa  ses  see 67.
nfestations: Rats and Mice s et R Y e 333.

Vermin and insects (including woodworm) AT 30,

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

Laring the year, a total of 46 visits were paid to factories and workshops
hroughout the district, which figure does nct include visits to Food Preparation
emises also classified as factories, as these are dealt with under ancther heading.
onditicns generally were found to be satisfactory. New sanitary accommodation was
ound to be necessary at one factory and ccnditicns at a number of building sites
as kept wer congtant supervision, At the end of 1955, the number of outworkers
D the register was 717, comprising

Witham U.D.C, Other Loeal Authorities.

Glove manufacturers i 59. 651,
Seed Merchants A, 8 o 4 -
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Notification of outworkers employed in other districts is made to the local

authorities concerned,

Details of the inspections made during the year to premises in the Urban

District under the Factories Act, 1937, are given in the Table below:=

1, INSPECTION for purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections made

by Sanitary Inspectors).

FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

Number Number of
In- Written | Occupiers
Premises. Eﬂglsteﬂggeﬂtione Noticeg,.| Prosecuted
(1) Factcries in which Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6

are to be enforced by local authorities. 4. 2 Nil. Nil,
(11) Factories not included in (i) in which

Section 7 is enforced by the local

authority, 48, 40, 4, Nil,
(iii) Other premises in which Section 7 is

enfcrced by the loeal authority

(excluding outworkerd premis es). 6. b 2 Nil,

TOT AL 58, 464 6, Nil,

2., Cases in which DEFECTS were found.

Kumber of cases in

Number o

which defects were | cases in
found, which
Referred, | prosecut
y .| ions wer
. H B | institut
B
5 | 2|58 |58
- g [ma =g
=] Lin] el = -
= [ [ T = T |
Want of cleanlinage (S i D - - - = =
Overcrowding (S.2) S T - - W =
Unreascnable temperature (S,3) ot . - - |- -
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) SR S - - - |- -
Ineffective drainage of floors (S5.6) o 1 - LR s l
Sanitary Conveniences (8.7) —-
(a) Insufficient waer | amerlt 2 1 - 11 -
(b) Unsuitable or defective SR 1 - - 11 -
(c) Not separate for sexes S il - - |1 -
Other offences against the fAct {not includlng
offences relating to Outworkers) o il il echirs P -
TOT AL 6 2 - 14 -
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SHOPS_ACTS.

In addition to the normal duties of the local suthorities, under the Shops
, 1950, the Council have accepted delegation from the Essex County Council (the
or Shops Acts authority) of powers of enforcement of Sections 3, 4 and 5 of
tion 3‘5 o

36 visits were paid to shops during the year, apart from purposes other than
8 et administration, The following matters were dealt with:=

Routine inspections ..e «se 36,

Dampness e ey 3.
Structural defects ... “as b
Washing facilities +.4  «.a L
Sanitary accormodation 5 3
Ventilation ST e P L
Drainage Fesat s L
Water supply L i 2e
Shop reconditioning and
modernisation 3.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS.,

The Council's caravan site, completed in February 1954, was occupied by its
complement of 12 trailer caravans during the major part of the year. On this
@, individual plots sre let to van cccupiers at reasonable rentals, Hard
nding, water supply, W.C. accormodation, drying ground and waste disposal
ilities are provided, The site is lighted at night during street lighting hours,

It is certain that without the Couneil's site, van occupiers would find it
difficult to obtain satisfactory locations., While demand for plots remains
h, as is to be expected, the site will serve a useful purpose and the rents
ived amply cover the expense of providing and maintaining this service,

Where private sites are licensed by the Council, théy require to be satisfied
to hard standing, water supply, sanitary accommodation and waste disposal
ilitiss, One such site remained licensed during the year and 4 licences were

ed for the stationing ef indiwvidual vans at verious parts of the Urban District,

Cvorerowding in one caravan was abated, following service of statutory notice
95, . Zurther notice, also served in 1954, incorporating the conditions of
nce of the private site referred to above, was complied with.

INSECT PESTS,
The following cases of infestation were dealt with:-

Flies e “aa 1'- ﬂ.l'lt-ﬁ Baw [ L 1Di
HDdeDm (U 15| HBSPS (R “ea " aw 3-
EEd E'Ll.gﬂ- LR 1"
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Minor infestations are dealt with by the issue of insecticides and advice
to the househcolders eoncerned, Difficult cases are dealt with by the Department
on a rechargeable basis,

In addition, the Council's refuse tips are periodically treated to destro
crickets and other insects. Insecticides used are D.D.T. (5%] and gammexane, bot
in liquid and powder form, and cyanide preparations, The latter are used only in
cases where the safety of human beings and domestic animals can be ensured, Also,
for minor household infestations, chiefly by flies of various kinds, a pyrethrum
compound giving a quick "knock-down" effect is used,

RODENT CONTROL,

The Council conducts its own Rodent Contrel service, using a specially
trained operative for the purpose. The work has been carried out in co-operation
with the pest contrcl department of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Fo
Details of the year's work are as follows:-

Iﬂﬂpﬁﬂti ons Tﬂﬂda 'EE 'R 'EE ] '] léogi

Treatment visits s PR e eI
Infestations found: Mice ... T A 19.
Minor Vas s 305,
Major Erpt 9.
Bodies reocovered: Mice ... . i 173.
Rubgl, hevalouon ek 846,
Estimated kill: Rata «ee L S BT EA0

The sewer systems at Witham and Silver End were treated with satisfactory
results, Infestation in both systems was found to be light, 4 test pre-=baiting
of the Rivenhall system gave negative results, The following are the details of
the treatments carried out:-

Witham,
Manholes, teat baited ... ..o .ss  aes 6.
Manholes, test baited showing takes eee  oes 1S
Manholes, poison baited see sse: e ees 4
Manheles, poiscon baited showing takes ot 1, 2
Bodies recovered samiay o is vee ven — -

A free domestic treatment service has been in operation for some years,
This enables prompt action to be taken to deal with incipient infestations and
particularly with the influx of rodents to the town from the surrounding rural
area, which oecurs anmually,
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

t _Insgpection.

Only one slaughterhouse was operating during the year, though another
ined licensed but unused, None of the district butchers found it necessary
use loeal slaughtering facilities, which confirmed the Couneil's deeision in
4 that no additional facilities were required in the Urban District,

In meat inspection, the unsatisfactory position prevailing at the end of

4 continued throughout 1955, The one operative slaughterhouse, as previously
cribed, is a privately owned property, situated unsuitably in the centre of the
n and used to conduct a large wholesale slaughtering and meat marketing business
ving North and East London and the larger Essex towns, The premises, though old,
isfy the requirements of the Meat Regulations and their maintenance is reasonably
isfactory., It cannot, however, bes regarded as an asset to the town, as the size
nature of the business make it undesirable in its present situation, Moreover,
less than 5% of the mest produced is consumed locally, it cannot be said to
ve any requirement of the Urban Distriet, It is estimated that the output of the
ughterhouse serves a population of approximately 40,000,

The matter is further complicated because, for trade reasons and in spite
repeated representaticns from the Couneil, the management have been unwilling
unable to organise the throughput on any uniform basia, Slaughtering is heavy
sporadic, often taking place late in the day cor overnight and continuous
oughout weekends, Reference to the Table below will show that the total of
mals killed has risen since decontrol by about 25%, though as there has been a
proportlﬂnate increase in the mumber of pigs, the amount of inspection time
uired is somewhat more than 125% of that in 1952~53, when 100% inspection wes
ng maintained, though with dlfficulty. Owing, however, to the disjointed
nsive killing programmes now in operation, it has been possible to inﬁuect less
an 50% of the total kill during 1955. The achlsvémsnt of lﬂﬁ
peotion would involve a quite uneconomie amount of inspection time, including
ht and shift work, for which staff are not available,

This slaughterhouse remained licensed during the year, the Counell having
sued successive short=term licences, in the hope that impending new legislation
erning slaughterhouses would enable them to arrange more satisfactory control,

Comparative Slaughtering Fisureg 1938-1955,
1938, © 1952, 11953, (1954, 1955,

Gﬂttle TR " w ' a"wa aw ?32. 2531. 233?- 18?8. 1252-.
Gal?EE see P .. s e a 135- -1376' 861' ?19‘ gs?'
TR B T I L e S e e Vet 23B. TS0 IO 62285,
Pigs L e e T e S I DT i T R
Goats b s AR R S Dneetaed = I i e S

Totals ... sl 5561, 9140, 10231. 12479. 12496,
Percentage inspected ., 100, 100, 100, 81, L2.6

lavghterhouges and Slaughtermen:

At 31st. December, 1955, the following licences were in operation:=-
Slaughterhouses 2, &1 augh(téezr}men 3s




The following Table sets cut the particulars of the animals slaughtered and

of inspection and condemnation.,

Cattle Sheep
excludingl Cows |Calves and | Pigs.| Tota
22k Cows Lambg
P it Coar stz |
Number killed 1262 987 2875 | 7372 112,4
Number imspected .ue  sen  eae aen | 527 837 | 1319 2646 | 5,3
1
All Diseases except Tuberculosis and
Cysticerci
Whole carcases condemned S Rt 2 3 S oL
Weight in 1bs., condemned . e 846 120 346 | 1500 28
Carcases of which some part or organ
was condemned et 210 4 114§ 319
Weight in lbs, condemned Ak T P s B 3022 26 3371 1196 45
Percentage of the number inspected
affected with disease other than
tuberculosis and eysticerei ... ... 40.3 «83 9.2] 13,2
Tuberculosis only:
Whole carcases condemned PR i} - - 2
Weight in lbs. condemned s Sen A12 - -1 186
Carcases of which some part or organ
was condemned A 111 - - 9
Weight in lbs. condemned el i 2382 - - 98
Percentage of the number inspected
affected with tuberculosis ... ... 21,2 - = 4l
Cysticercosis
Carcases of which some part or organ
was condemned AT A 2 - = —
Carcases submitted to treatment by i
refrigeration i 0 - = = =
Generalises and totally condemned FE Nil - - -

No horses were slaughtered within the Urban District during the year.

Note:=- For reascns beyond the control of the Meat Inspectors, it was not always possiblf.
to differentiate condemnations between cows and cattle other than cows,
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MILK AND DAIRIES,

The local sanitary authority is now responsible only for the
supervision of distribution and the registraticn and licensing of dairies,
istributors and dealers. The following local registrations and licences
re in force under the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949 to 1953:-

Tuberculin Tested, Pasteurised.
Dairies ... Ve L 3.
Bﬂﬂlﬂrs & e N ] &l Ai
Supplementary Dcalers = 2.

No unsatisfactory conditions were found during 1954.

ICE~CRE/M.

The registration of mamifacturers and vendors and their premises,
is effected by the Urban Council under the Essex County Council Act, 1933,
and supervisicn is exercised to ensure compliance with the Ice-Cream (Heat
reatment) Regulaetions, 1947. The number of registrations at 31st.
December, 1955, was as follows:-

Manufacturers ... Nil,
Vendors only Sae 21.
Registered Premises =l

In addition, vendcrs registered in other areas operate within the
Urban District.

Every make of ice-cream is sampled periodically to ascertain its
standard of bacterisgl purity., 53 such samples were taken during the year
and the results were as followsi=

Ministry of Health's

Fruit Provisicnal Grading.

Bacteriologist's Degseription Ices, A ! | Y’ 1 7 st il S LEL 2

SﬂtiSfaﬂtﬁrF - e n 'R "] 1D ED 3 e - 33
Passabla 'R 'R - 1 e 3 = o &
__Unsatisfactory ... bl P 8 - 2 3 = il L3,
e TUTEL . [ ) s w lg 20 8 3 3 53;

The unsatisfactory samples were in almost every case from the supplies
of itinerant wvendors operating from outside this area. Representations to the
local authorities concerned resulted in some improvement towards the end of
the scason and it is hoped that better results will be forthecoming in 1956,

By arrangement with three adjoining local authorities, the Council
maintainsg stocks of GDE refrigerant, which is available to all the Sanitary
Inspectors concerned for the maintenance of samples at low temperatures during
despatch to laboratory. (35)



HYGIENE_OF FOOD PREPIRATION PREMISES.

The pumber of premises where food is prepared, stored or retailed, is
as follows:=-

Regtaurants o sen S 10,
Factory and School Canteens ... 2k
Manufacturing Butchers ... ... 15
Bakehouses e ] N
Fried Fish Shops ... S i 2e
Retail Butchers! Shops ses sss 7
Other Retail Food Shops g2t 43,
Retﬂil Wet Fish Sh@pﬂ "R TR 2!
Licensed Premises S s THS

411 are subject to inspection and generally found to satisfy the
requirements of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, 148 visits of inspection were
made during the year. In several cases it was necessary to issue warnings
concerning lack of cleanliness and other unsatisfactory conditions, Subsequent
improvements rendered it unnecessary to consider formal action in these cases,
The Table below shows defects required to be remedied during the year:-

Re=desigh and modernisation ofs

Food ShCIpS o e "aw *ew 24

Licensed Premises ..: «er  ss- 1.

Structural defects R IS R S 3.

Defective/Inadequate sanitary accommodation ... 1,

Defective/Inadequate sink drainage facilities b o
Defective/Inadequate hot water and washing

facilities e

Preparations were in hand at the end of the year for a complete survey
of food mamufacturers and distributors in the district, following the passing
of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and in view of the impending new Food Hygiene
Regulations.

Condepnation of Food (octher than Meat),

(s a result of inspecticns carried out at food shops and food
preparation premises in the District, a total cof 5 ewts, 9 1lbs, of foed
(other than msat) was voluntarily surrendered to and condemned by my Department,

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION,

The district has no local air pollution prcblem, almost the only
sources of atmospherie impurity being domestic chimneys and the main line
railway., The Essex County Council, however, are concerned at the possible
effect of pollution in the County from the Thameside and Metropolitan
industrial areas and the Council has agreed to participate in a County Council
plan for continucus observation and recording of atmospheric impurity. It is
proposed to set up recording stations at two or three peints in the Urban
District, the records from which will be co-ordinated with those from similar
stations throughout the County.
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STAFE,

As stated in my introduction, the Department was without an Additional
anitary Inspector for 4 months, following the resignation of Mr, H.R.D. Scott,
fter a long period of service and good work in the district., His successor,

. H. Batteson, was appointed in July, 1955,

Following a review of the Department's staff, the Council approved
he appointment of an additional clerical assistant (junior) and Mr. M.G. Blizzard
as engaged in this capacity in August, 1955, His appointment will ease pressure
f routine work in the Department and enable the Senior fAssistant, Mr, R.G.
hapman, to devote more of his time to responsible duties, for which he is needed.

Once again the year was marked by difficulty in obtaining and retaining
dequate mamual staff and the woerk was further complicated by absence due to
ickness. Increases in negotiated rates of pay during the year hawve not
terially affected this pesition, The efficient administration of the public
erviceg involves arduous and sometimes unpleasant work and it is to the great
redit of the staff employed that all shcortages and difficulties have been
vercome without major interrupticn of any part of the service,

Details of the Department's staff at 31st, December, 1955, were:-

Chief Sanitary Inspector, Meat and Foods Inspector,
Additional Sanitary Inspector,

Senior Cleriecal Assistant.

Junior Clerical Assistant,

: 1 Foreman-Driver,

1 Tip-Chargehand,

2 Driver/Loaders,

1 Driver/Loader/Gullier Emptier Driver,
4 Refuse Loaders,

1 Tiphand.

1 Refuse Loader/Gulley Emptier Attendant,

ge Dispogal:

1 Works' Manager,

1 Chargehand.

3 Labourers,

2 Labourers (Part-time),

thers: 1 Disinfector/Rodent Operative (Part-time),

The average ago of the permanent cutside staff is approximately 48 years,
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