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Report of Medical Officer of Health for the Year 1920.

T'o the Mayor, Aldevmen and Members of the Wisbech
Urban District Council.

GENTLEMEN,

The report, for the vear ending December 31st, 1920, wlhich I have the honour of
ﬁu!‘unllllr-g to vou, as to the Sanitary Conditions -f‘\l‘-;“'l'—""\' and the remarks in reference
to the General Health of the District, bring forth the Jutimmw

It 1s again gratifving to tell vou that the prevalance of Infectious illness, this vear,
has again shown a remarkable decrease, upon the number of cases reported during the
previous yvear, which was then almost a record

The new Sanitary Inspector has shown great zeal in his work, and has spared no
pains in disinfecting the rooms, and supplving disinfectants in all cases of infectious
sickness, and prnl_‘-abl}r to this cause, is due the fdf‘t that spreading of infection, has been
very larzely prevented. In association with this, I must again point out, the great value,
the Isolation Hnspital has been to us: and I am much grata’ﬁed to know that the
inhabitants, both in the town and neighbourhood, have shown such ready willingness to have

-'the.lr relatl ves treated in this Institution ; which I feel bound to say, has done untold good

~service ; when 1 tell you, that 124 cases were treated therein, :]urmg the year, you “will
readily appreciate the amount of nursing and care, that has been bestowed upon the

 sufferers ; and with remarkable good results.

)

Reviewing these infectious illnesses :

MEASLES,

Which is perhaps the more frequent infectious illness, was not nearly so prevalent
as in the two former vears; the cases were of a mild nature, and it is gratifying to note
that no death followed this complaint.

DipHTHERIA.

Fifteen cases of this serious disease were notified ; compared with sixteen last vear,
of these cases twelve were treated at the Hospital, some of the cases were severe, but
fortunately only 1 death resulted.

Wrooring CoucH.

This distressing illness amongst young children, was more or less prevalent through-
out the year, and i1s very dilficult to control, as so many of the suflerers are to be seen
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tunning about the district whilst in an infectious state ; imcomplicated with Bronchitis it
15 not a verv dangerous disease, hut when this appears, too greatcare cannot then be taken,
and immediate medical assistance should be sought; at least three, if not more deaths
resulted from this complaint.

SmaLL Pox. _
Fortunately, no case of this disease was reported.

SCARLET FEvVER.

Twenty five cases of this disease were notified ; and of these nineteen were treated
at the ||n‘?|'.lth’{| fresh cases sprang up throughout the vear, but at no particular period
were there many ; this is somewhat remarkable as there were so many cases in the suriound-
ing |!eighhm.u'hunﬂ : undoubtedlv early isolation and disinfection with these cases, was
most valuable ; and to these I atiribute the small number of cases, fortunately no death

resulted.

EnTERIC FEVER.

Only one case of this disease came to my knowledge, the poison was absorbed
whilst away from town, the case was verv severe, and unfortunately rapidly proved fatal.

CHicken Pox.

\Was not very prevalent, only thirteen cases existed, compared with seventeen last
year.

ErvsipeLas.
Only five cases of a mild type were notified.

INFLUENZA.

This iliness, which has vearly visited the district was not nearly so prevalent, as in
former vears; | am glad to find that in 115 earliest stages, strict sanitary precautions are now
taken, 1solation of cases in seperate rooms adopted ; and that plenty of ventilation is
provided.

The following are the records of the 4 deaths from this disease,

January 3rd. A married woman, aged 54 vears.
February zoth. An aged lady of 81 vears.
March 15th. An aged man of 81 years.

March 18th. An aged lady also of 81 vears.

1 am glad to be able to again report, that Venereal Diseases are little prevalent,
and that adequate arrangements continue, for suitably dealing with these cases,

With respect to the artificial system of Sewerage and the Water supply, these are
very adequate, and continue 10 be increasingly useful, an enormous quantity of water is
required and now used both in the faclories, houses, and other buildings in the town.






The Town ]’Iarming Act becomes more important each vear, many repairs, and such
like smaller inatters have been carried our; and 1t 1s gratifving to note, [Iml in spite of the
enormous difficulties of building, and the enhanced cost of labour you are endeavouring to
provide more duel]m:: , and su relieve the congestion 1n the huusq:s and the umvnablt
overcrowding.

SaNITART Ilwspection oF THE DISTRICT.

As usual, during the vear, verv many visits of inspection have heen made to the
various f.—lthrr]f"«. buildings and schools, and we have found ready willingness in getting
remedied nuisances, defects of such lLike.

Taken as a whole, the town has been kept cieanly, the scavenging well looked
after, and reluse quickly removed. | am glad to note that some improvement has been
made in the attention to the careless throwing about of refuse on Market days, but if more
care is still exercised, an enormous amount of work, would be saved in the cleansing of the
Market Place and Sireets, and a much more sanitary and cleanly appearance would result ;
the destruction of street and other refuse at the Pumping Station adds much to the safety
and health of the inhabitants.

Although, the health of the people is not affected thereby ; may I point out to vou,
that the comfort of the populous would be enormously added to, and it would be greatly
appreciated if a few pilot lights were used and kept alwht during the long nights of the
vear, iat various corners of thef street and tlm»rf.:u;:{hI‘.em:s+

Foop SuppLy.

The general supply has been increasingly satifactory, food stuifs have been plentiful
both as regards. meats, fish, and such like ; the milk supply, has been better, but a larger
quantity is still needed as so much d&pends upon this, in the feeding of Tatsnts and Invalid
people ; in connection with this, | believe that much good is being ﬂn::-ne at the Children's
Welfare, which is the means of p!'cw'tr.iing mothers with artificial foods, who find so great a
difliculty in obtaining an adequate milk supplv. It is highly satisfactory to note, that
comparatively verv little food, has had to be condemned during the past year.

As yet, it has not been been found desirable to limit the Housing Accomodation, by
closing the worst cottages, although many of the snaller dwellings, need much doing to
them, still great imp-ovements has been made in some of the vards, with obvious benefit to
the inhabitants of these parts, and [ would ask landlords to do much more than they have
been doing, in having their houses repaired and put in a better state, to save their being
condemned and closed ; which must inevitably follow, if this is not dune,

] am again able to report, that the Sanitary requirements, are being well louvked
after, in the various factories in the town, where there are now considerable numbers of
workpeople emploved ; the main work in these consists in the manufacture of fruit, and all
that i1s connected in dealing with this most valuable source of food production; no
deletarious trade or work is carried on, affecting the health of the work people, such as
flock making and such like, in the district,






Birtns.

The number of births during the vear was 264 compared with 173 last vear, of these
138 were males, and 126 females ; and inciuded in this number are 17 malesand 17 females
who were illegitimale, giving a birth rate of 24.1 per 1000 of the populauon, which is
estimated to be 10931.

DeATHS.

The number of deaths from all causes, after taking into account all outward and
inward deaths, was ‘154, of these 8o wera males and 74 females; this compares most
favourably with the previous vear, when 174 deaths were recorded, the calculation of the
Death rate upon this number, gives a death rates of 14 per 1000 of the estimated
population ; a highly satisfactory rate.

Amongst these deaths are included the deaths of 2g infant children, giving an
Infantile death rate of 109 per 1000, of the nett births. Whilst in the total number of
deaths Pulmonary Consumption accounted for 12 deaths, 6 being males and 6 females;
whilst other Tuberculosis diseases caused 3. Cancerous diseases 20, Heart disease 14.
Pneumonia g and Bronchitis 10. Whilst no death was attributed to child birth, or
connected therewith.

Attached to this report, [ beg to include the Report of the Sanitarv Inspector, for
your consideration.

I remain, Gentlenien,

Verv faithfully vours,
HARRY GROOM, M. D,
Medical Officer of Health.






Sanitary lnspect{:ur's Annual Report for 1920.

SanITARY InspeEcTOrR's OFFICE,
Town Harr,
WiseercH,
March, 1521.

To the Mayor, Aldeymen and Councillors of the
Burough of Wisbech.

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my report for the year ending December 3ist,
1920, being my first Annual Report.

Factories ann WoRksHoPS.

Inspections were made of 37 factories and 110 workshops (including Bakehouses).
Defects were met with in several cases which may be summarised as follows :—

Factories with no sanitary accomodation ...

e - I

4 ,» insufficient sanitary accomodation 1

5 » defective 8 0 4

+ Workshops with no samitary accomodation |
7 »» insufficient sanitary accomodation I

1 1 defective 1 " L 6

o not ventilated ... 2

" requiring limewashing, cleansing, &c... 2

In each case the matter was dealt with under preliminary notice and with the
exception of two cases only, the work has been satisfactorily carried out. The two
unabated cases are to be put in hand at an early date. ‘T'he work carried out will be
found detailed in the summary following this report.

Daries, Cow SHeps anpd MiLk Szops.

Visits were made to the Dairies, Cow Sheds and Milk Shops in the Boroueh, and

- o 1 - I3 *
these for the most part were found to be EE’lL]!efEII:‘.lUF‘I'.'. It was necessary 1o draw the
attention of the occumers of three cow sheds to the limewashing heing overdue, and in
several instances the stacking of large quantities of manure oo close 10 the cow shed had

to be complamned of.  1lus latter 15 a very bad pracuse and the importance 1o the dane
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of milk contamination by flies from these stacks cannot be too strongly emphasised. It
was also necessary to give notice to tie owner of one cow thed to the want of proper
drainage, lighting and a new floor in the cow shed. This work was immediately
carried out.

SLavucHTER-HousEs.

I he slaughter-houses in the Borough, taking into consideration the iact that they
are chiefly very old premises and in poor structural condition, are now weil kept. It is
satisfactory to find that the owners and occupiers of these premises endeavour so far as
possible to carry out the 1r(]LI-1r1_’rt]-'h1.‘~ of the bve-laws. Obv iously a public abattoir where
better control could be exercised is desirable ande n ecessary, 1 ]-Z' cee of the present
thirteen private slaughter-houses, which are scattered frem one end of the Borough to the
other, but whilst the present house shortage and high prices of materials maintain, we can
hardly expect that our desire in this respect will mature.

Unsounp Foob.

In all 1 ton, 8§ cwts., 17 lbs., of meat, and 103 boxes of fruit, on examination, were
found to be unfit f{;-r the food of man. ‘T'he meat condemned included, 5 caicases of beef,
15 carcases of mutton, 6 hams, 38 lbs. of bacon, and the remainder was made up of organs
where local disease only existed.

It was not found necessary to take legal proceedings in any of the foregoing cases,
as for the most part my attention was drawn to the condition of the food conecerned, and
the same on being declared unfit for food, was voluntarily surrendered and afterwards

destroyed.

Housing, Town Pranwing, &c., Acrs, 190g-1914.

Under thie above Acts 100 hiouses were inspected during the vear. Nine statutory
notices, and 36 preliminary notic:s were served respecting 76 houses. Twentv-four of
these notices were complied with, and 51 houses were repaired, so as to meet the require-

_ments of the Huusmg Acts. Twenty-three houses were 1n course of repair at the end of

the vear.

The old cottage property in the Borough has been neglected too long, with the
result that defects have been allowed to accumulate and the cost of repairs when taken in
hand, owing to the prevaling high prices, is almost prohibitive. Still much more could be
done than is being done at present, aud 1 would appeal to owners of this class of property
in their own interest to put the work in hand.

InpeCTIOUS DiISEASE. ;

Filty-one visits were made in connection with the 25 cases of scarlet fever, 15 cases
of diphtheria, and 1 case of tvphoid fever, that occured during the vear. ‘T'he scarlet fever
was of a mild type and was, except in the case of one small outbreak, scattered over a
wide area. Connection could be traced in a few of the cases of diphtheria but for the
most part nothing was found pointing to any direct cause of the disease. Enquiries
pointed to the case of typhoid fever being imported, as the patient returned from a holiday
only five days before the onset, and no cause was found for the disease at the patient’s
residence. It is worthy of note, that 27 cases, out of the 40 cases that occurred during the

year, were isolated in hospital.
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GENERAL.

Under this heading, I would mention the state of the Wisbech Canal. This is a
source of great nuisance from refuse and vegetable matter of all descriptions being depos-
ited into the water way. As the canal does not remain full owing to the defective gartes,
the canal hills with each tide from the river Nene and when emptying, much of the refuse
15 carried away, vet much more remains on the banks where the tide does not reach. |
have spent 'a great amount of mv time in trving to obviate this nuisance, the cottages
abutting on the canal side have been visited, and the occupiers cautioned, notices have
been posted, and the Corporation men were mstructed to take particular care in the
collection of vefuse from all these houses. Some improvement for a time was certainly
noticed amd 1s sull evident, ver, carelessness or laziness still prevails, as it is evident that
rather than take the trouble to put out the refuse for collection by the Corporation carts,
the canal 1s used as a tip, and if apart from the unsightliness, the offenders would give
serious thought to the dangers to health, and the nuisance they have to suffer from rats,
this very ditlicult problem might vet be solved.

(Generally speaking, the vear has been a healthvy one, the number of cases of
infectious disease has been low, and with the tendency of the alter-war effects to bhecome
less strained, we mav hope that further improvements may be effected.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
E. J. SUTCLIFFE,

Sanitary Inspeclor.

e






Summary of work done during the Year 1920,

InsPECcTION OoF PREMISES.
For Nuisances

Where infectious disease has occured

Inspections of Factories ... .
e ,» Workshops ...

» ,» Bakehouses

" w Shops...

' ., Cowsheds

i »» Milkshops

s »» Slaughterhouses

" ,» Canal Boats

i under Housing, Town Planning &, Acts

-1 of Works in progress ..

[Re-inspections as to comphances with notices .,

Total
No. of premises disinfected
Smoke tests applied to drains
Water , i o 0
e ‘No. of complaints investizated ...
Cases abated unler preliminary notice ...

Summary of Works carried out in compliance with Notices

during the Year 1920.

House DrAINAGE.
House Drains repaired, cleansed, &c.
New Pipe Drains provided
New Ventilating Pipes provided ...

New Cesspools provided ...

39

L4

16
I-CI_l.

44
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ARY CONVENIENCES.
Privies converted into Water-closets ...
% abolished ...

New Water-closets provided
Closets repaired, cleansed, &c. ...
: Flushing Cisterns provided to W.C.'s ..

New Urinals provided 3

Facrories, WorksHors & Bakedcusks.

Factories provided with sufficient Sanitary Accomodation

% 0 ,» improved 5 0

’ Workshops ,, » sufficient - -
< % ., improved = T

: i ¥ » proper Lighting and Ventilation
% Cleansed, Limewashed, &c.

Dairies & CoWEHEDS.
Provided with improved Lighting ...

i L ,»  Drainage ... i
leewashed Cieansed &c, ..

R, Hduusu Eleanaed, L;mawashed, &e.
Ry Houses repaired e o Cis o
. Houses provided with sufficient Water Supply ...
Houses provided with New Sinks ... ... .. ..
Yards, Sculleries, W.C.’s, &c., repaired ...
Accumulations of Refuse removed ..
Unsound Food Condemned 1 ton, & cwts, 17 lbs. and

Cases of Overcrowding abated ...
Removal of Animals improperly kept ...

12

14
15

b

BoLn B
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15

‘ 103 boxes of fruit

3
2
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: ﬁ#ﬁiﬁa{ﬂﬁﬂ & leﬁwa.shed e
*N@W hﬁl}"iiit&B’iﬁS provided
B A’.ﬂr—pﬁﬁ abolished ...
- Sculleries Rebuilt ...

Defective Wells closed

Cesspools emptied ...

3 E. J. SUTCLIFEE,
Sanitary Inspector.
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