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B THE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. OF WISBECH.

fnmaal Roport of Modiccl Officer of Hoaolth for 1941,

E - Mre Choirmon .and Gontleonmon,

Modical Officcrs have beoon roquested by tho
Ministry of Hoalth to rcfrain fron quoting figurocs
supplicd by tho Rogistror Goneral which moy cnoblo
cny substmticl scrics of locaol populations to be
reconstructod, :

We ore glaso oskoed to confinc our romarks to
caacnticl natturs with tho objoct of saving pi;ur‘

. I hevo ﬁhn honour to bo, Gontlcmcn,
Your obcdicnt Scrvaont,

Jele DL.VUSON.
1 Mcdical Officor of Hozl the

o
| Modical Officor of Woalth. JeF. Drwenn,H.B,BlCh,
g DePeH,
Sanitary Inspectors: TeliaCa March, M.S.I.4s
. Cort.ReSesle

Vitel Statlistics.

-

The following conclusions coan be drown from the
statistics supplied by tho Registrar-Gonorol:-

The Birth Ratc has incrcascd,.

The Docath Ratc hos also incroascd but not
to the samc o=xtont,

The Doath Rate of infonts under one yoar of
ago hos alan incruascd.



Leboreato Foellitlcs,
ﬁﬁ?sing_%n tho Homc,
Clinics.

HoSpLtclse
Tir Roid Precautions.

TMPULNCO FOCLLllticS.

Foellitics cvoilable under tho abovo hocdings
have not-changecd sincc 1940,

LUSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
il Supply, = Cowshods, Dcirios ond Milkshops arc
insgpoctod grﬁqucntly to aco thot tho requiromonts

of the Milk ond Dairics Order 1926 cro boing
complicd. with, ;

Moot ond Other Foods., = Hvory coffort ls madc to
onsure thiot oll meat slaughtcered in this district is
oxcminod prior to belng offorcd for sclo for humon
conswaption, Shops, stclls ond vchieclos ome
poriodically inspected in order to sco that tho
Public Hcalth (Moat) Rogulotions orc being compliod
wi the.

W.iTER SUPPLY.

ilthough parts of the district onjoy o
plpod supply no improvomwnt hos tckon ploco 1in thoaso
othor arcos which have to dopond chiofly on tho
weothor for supplics.

The Council is however to bo complinmontod
on 1ts wntiring cfforts to inmprove the conditions
existing in more wnfortuncte districts cnd also on
the encowrcoging prospocts for ono -oaroa in particular
which will no doubt bonciit in 1942,

DRAINAGE AND SEWER.GE.
. L w
Thoere is not ocny systom of sowcgo disposcl.
Houso drolncge is coarriod into cosspools.

HOUSING.

No Improvemomtc lie... 5okon ploco during: the
yoar rogording housing. '

During the wintor thonths the air reid .
sholtors at the schools worc found to be extromoly
doap and cold and licble to be injuriocus to the
childrons! hoclth 1f uscd frequently by the
childron. Fortunately thoy woro scldom usod.



EV.CURE SCHOOLS.

Unsatisfectory conditions rogording sanitation,
wator supply and overcrowding in somc of tho cvacuce
schools werc ultimotely roctificd by the Educcatlon
Authoritios aftor the nattor hoad beon brought to tholir
noticec by tho Rurcl District Council.

INFECTIOUS OISELSE,

Thore waa oan oubtbrock of Mcasles ot the ond
of 1940 which continucd into the Spring of 1941, In
all thero wore 312 coscs notificd. I om glad te
roport thet no decths occurrcd as o result of this
disczso,

in outbreck of Dicrrhoca ond Vomiting occurrod
during tho months of Scptombor ond October, Llthough
the disocasc was not in the ncjority of cascs sovore
a numbor of ecasos wore confinod to bed for somo doys.

This discoso was not confinod to tho Rurel
District. Similor outbrooks wore cccurring all
over the BEastopn Roplom &t thoe somz ting,.ldthoush
cvery cffort was mode to minimisc tho discaso, 1t
tras not poasible to discovor the coause of the
outbrock,

The number of scarlet fever cases has ine
creased compered with 1940, The Majority of cnses
were notified from Parson Drove and Murrow areas.

7 coses occurred at Sealeyls Lane, aznd of this
nuaber 5 were Return cases. Return ccses are
defined as "cases occurring in the same house or
elsewhere, esporently traceasble to the perscn
relecsed within o poeriod of not less than twenty-
four hours, or not nore thon twenty-eight days, aflter
his return or releass from isclation®, Return cases
ave £lso occcurred in Parson Drove village anc Miurrow,.

In my opinion this high number of Return
cagses is caused by the iLi..lcquate accommodetlon at
the Isolation Hospltoele The building in itself is
wnauitable for isolating cascs of infectious
disease, its genercl layout In no way conforms to the
modern idez of en Isolation Hospitazl tnd great credit
ia due to the stoff for carrying on under such
adverss concitions, :

Tere has been no inecrezse in the number of
cases of Diphtherie. I regret to report that one
cage ciod. This death would not have occurred had
the child been protected egolnat this disease. Let



this . he & warndng and may T -moo egsin iopTesg upon |

parcnts the importonce oi raving thoir children
immunisod particularly thosc betwecn the age of one
end five yoors, FPeronts should regard immmunisation
egainst Diphthoric as & duty to thelr children.

Tho figurcs below show the number of children
thet have been lmrmnisod during the year,

Childron betwesn 46 or 5.3% of the pre-
1 =« 5 yoars. school population.
Children betweon 561 or 30,1% of the school
2 = 15 ycars. going population,

It 1s cxpected that thesc figurcs will be
improved upon during 1942,
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