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REPORI OF THG MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
"FOR TH: YEAR 1972

To,the Hayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of
Wisbech,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

: I present for your consideration the Annual Report on the
Public Health of the Borough for the year ending 31st December,
1972,

I am pleased to report that in January of this year the
Council approved the introduction of fluoridation of the public
water supply. Unfortunately, for practical reasons, this
cannot yet be carried out, but the Council are to be congratulated
for supporting this worthwhile public health measure and should
continue to press for its implementation.

During the year efforts were continued to find a suitable
permanent site for travellers caravans. DBy the end of the year
such a site had been found, but it will still be some time before
it is ready for use. Travellers have a role to play in this
fruit growing area and if only they will endeavour to fulfil the
standards expected of good neighbours in this community; they will
find they are accepted.

1 I would like to record my gratitude to ir, Brook and the
whole staff of the Health Department for their help and co-
operation at all times. The Chairman and Ilembers of the
Health Committee have always showvm deep interest in the work
of the department and this 1l very much appreciate.

I have thc honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant.
}f, DOREEN C. MARTIN, M.D., Ch.B., D.C.H.

iledical Officer of Health,

EITEZRAL STATISTICS

.J'iI'EEL Df Bﬂrﬂl.lﬂh R e L "'-1-9666 acres
Estimated resident population mid-1972 .. 16,960 .
" " 1 mid=1971 e 16,950

Sum realised by a penny rate secessecsase & 9,609
Rat—e-ﬂ]]le Vall_lﬁ TR N B B B U I B A L I R L '2'1,'::'15!981
Humber of inhabited houses seesssvrssnnae 54916
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VITLL STATISTICS

Live Births - 283

H I Area comparability factor - 1;05
Total 149 134
Legitimate 135 120
Illegitimate 14 14
Rate per 1,000 population (adjusted) - 1745
Illegitimate live births (per ceni of total live births) - 10
Still Births - O
i
Total 0 0
Legitimate 0 0
Illegitimate o 0
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births - 0
Total Live and 5till Births - 283
Deaths (all causes) - 266
H i Area comparability factor - ,78

Total 132 134
Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident 0id-1972 population — 12;2

Infant Deaths (under one year) - 3

Total 3 0

Legitimate z) 0

Illegitimate G 0
Rate per 1,000 total live births - 11
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births - 12

Lllegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births— O
lieo-natal liortality Rate (deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000

total live births) - 1

Darly Neo-natal ilortality Rate (deaths under 1 week per
1,000 total live births ) - 4

Perinatal Hortality Rate (S5tillbirths and Deaths under
1 week combined per 1,000 total live and still births) - 4

laternity liortality (including abortions) - 0O

Rate per 1,000 total live and still births - 0
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Vital Statistics cont'd sseess

Causes of Deaths of Children under { year

Prematurily sesecsssssssssssrrasnnssonss 3

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) - 52

Live Birth, Still Birth, Death and Infant
ilartality Rates during past six Yyears

1967 | 1968 | 1969 | 1970 | 1971 | 1972

Live Birth Hate
Wisbech Borough 15.971 14411} 16,5 | 15.9 | 1843 | 1745
Cambs. & Isle of Ely 15-T 14 .9 14-5 1ﬂ|5 1447 14.3
England and lales 172 | 1649 | 1643 1 16 16 14.8
5ti11 Birth Rate
Jimbech Borough 0 A0 11 15 10 0
Cambs. & Isle of ﬁly 14 13 9 11 10-1 12
England and Vales 14.8 | 14 13 13 12 12
Death Rate
‘Hiabech Borough' 11.43} 11,32} 10.7 | 11.8 | 10.7 | 12.2
Cambs. & Iasle of Lly 10.2 |14 11 1045 =F 1ok el
TIngland and ales 1922 | 119 | 119 | 14T 1 1746 | 1241
Infant llortality Rate

| Wisbech Borough 11,111 8 11 33 13 11
Cambs. & Isle of Ely [ G 1 | 16 11.4 | 13
England and Wales 18.3 48 18 18 .l 18 17

e | ;
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GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES

Cambridgeshire and Igle of Sly Vinery Road,
Executive Council: ' Cambridge.
Clerk: F.G. Lloyd Esq,
East Anplian Regional Hospital Board: Union Lane,
Chesterton,

Cambridgze.

Senior Administrative Medical Officer: Ir. G.D. Duncan.
(a) General: E1 Horth Camhrldgeahire Hnsnltal, Wisbech.
2) Clarkson Hospital, Wisbech.

(3) Hemorial Hospital, Peterborough.

§4 Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge.

5 Dnddington Hospital, Doddington.

6) test Horfolk and King's Lymn General
Hospital, King's Lynn.

(n) .Matarnitgs (1) Bﬂwtherpﬂ Hagpital, Viisbech.

All Drlm1pﬂf0u5 nnthers ‘may be conflned in the obstetric
unit and other mothers may be admitted for obstetric abnormality.
Since the General Practitioners Unit was opened the number of
home confinements has fallen markedly as every mother may now be |
confined in hospital,

(¢) Infoctious (1) Isolation Hospital, Peterborough.

Diseases: f{2) 1 Hardwick Isolation Hospital, King's Lymn,

(d) Tuberculosis:

; The area chest physlclan holds a weekly cllnlc at North
' Cambridgeshire Hospltal, wisbech,

e In—patlent accanmodat1cn is prcv1dad through the Dast
Anglian Regional Hospital Board.

(e) Hental Illness:

Accommodation is provided through the Bast Anglian Regional
'Hospital Board, usually in Fulbourne Hospital. This is arranged
directly by the Local General Practitioners. The area. psychiatrist
holds a weekly clinic at North Camhrldgashlre Hospital.

(f) Venereal (1) Addenbrookes Hospital, Damhri&gn;
Disease: (2) Peterborough liemorial Hospital, Peterborough. .

(3) Vest Morfolk and King's Lynn General Hospital,
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General iHedical Services cont'd seeese

(g) Medical Eguipment Services:

Medical equipment for home use is provided, on lcan by the
St. John's Ambulance Division and the Red Cross Hedical Loan
Depot by arrangement with the County Council. Artificial limbs,
invalid chairs and carriages are provided through the Ministry
of Pengions at Addenbrookes Hospital. Iluch equipment is now
available directly through the Social Services Deparfment of
the County Council.

COUNTY !LDICAL SERVICLS

(a) Midwifery, General Sick and Public Health Nursing:

The domiciliary nursing staff is employed by the Cambridge-
shire and Isle of Ely County Council. There are 9 district
nurses, | midwife and 4 health visitors who use a large part of
their time in the Dorough. The midwife is qualified to adminis=-
ter gas/air analgesia, pethedine and trilene and the necessary
machines approved by the Central Hidwives Board are available
for her use.

There has been a gradual change in the policy of administer-
ing the County Nursing Services. The district nurses and health
visitors are attached to general medical practices in order to
facilitate the profeszional relationship of nurses and doctors
for the benefit of the population. '

(b) Ambulance and Hospital Car Service:

The radio—controlled ambulance system is now working well.
There is one ambulance control centre at lMarch which directs
ambulances and hospital cars with speed and economy to the
points where they are required. As part of the overall scheme,
2 ambulances and 1 wheelchair vehicle are stationed at Wisbech
and there are 11 other ambularnces throughout the Northern Area
of the County.

(¢) Infant and Child Telfare:

The Infant and Child Velfare Clinic in the Horsefair is held
once weekly on Vednesday, two sessions, morning and afternoon.

The midwife holds an antenatal clinic for expectant mothers
who are to be confined at home.

(d) School Dental Clinics

County Clinic, The Horsefair, Tlisbech.

(e) Home Help Service:

Available for confinements, cases of illness and for social
reasons in the aged.
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LADORATORY SERVICES

Public Health Laboratory Service,

(Director: Dr, J, Glenéross),

Peterborough and District llemorial Hospital,
Hidland Road,

Peterborough,

Public Analyst,

(S. Greenburgh P.H.D., B.Sc., F.R.I.C.)
The Laboratory,

Tenison Road,

Cambridge.

OTILER SERVICES

Health Education

All primiparous women are given the opportunity of
attending relaxation and mother and baby care classes
during their pregnancy. Recognised Women's meetings e.g,
Church Groups and Women's Rural Institute Meetings
occasionally ask for a speaker on Health Bducation and
such requests are readily complied with by the Health
Department.

Lectures on Food Hygiene and the work of the depart-
ment have been given by staff of the Health Department to
various organisations and college students.

Meals on Wheels

For some years now the Womens Voluntary Service has
provided "lleals on Vheels" service for the aged on two
days each week, This plays an important part in helping
to prevent deterioration of health in the very old who live
by themselves. The food is cooked at the ietal Box Company
Canteen and a very small charge is made to the recipients.
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IIFECTIOUS DIS GASES

Hotifiable Infectious Disecases Total notified
during year

Acute Poliomyelitis ..i;..+..........
Diphtheria ,..................q...;..
Dysentery sseesssssssssvesssnaveanssse
..Iryﬂ-lpﬁ'—laﬁ % & 30 & B & 38 & FEEF 2R F RN
ERGELC BoOl & s s s rs i enns s s @
FO'D& Pﬂiﬂmin‘g .lll.li.lniiifi!liiiiltiiili
Gastro Enteritis ssssssssssssssnsnnes
Infective ﬂapatltls e
VEasles: sk o s saae sises e i s sv T}
f:cu'tfc I.;Gmult'ls AR R R N R T T
Humps Encephalftis M N TP
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ssecsssssascses
Paratyphoid Fever seecsserssvscansssns
Puerperal Pyrexia ssescsasssncesnncns
Prieumonia sesscocsosssncsansrassncesnns
SCarlet TEVeD ess s sssssss dshis samaem
SmllPD}: Iii#il‘riflliiillili'lI.i!"""
Nhooping Covgh »asssasss snmmmas sans s

WOoOOO OO OoOO=0OWMOoOOoOOoOOoQO0Oo

liotifications of Tuberculosis

liew Cases
. Pulmonary lion-Pulmonary
Ape periods M. s L F

—

- 5

- 15

e 25

- 45

- 65 and over
Age unlnown

A s B T B e
OO O OO
[ R i e e e T o
COO0Ooo0
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CAUSES OF DEATHS YEAR 1972

M F Total

Halignant lleoplasm, Buccal Cavity seccesacsas - 2 2
Malignant Heoplasm;, Oesophagus sessssesssssss L ~ 3
Halignant Neoplasm, Stomach sesieisssncicssss 2 3 5
Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine ceescsssecesens 3 2 5
Halignant lleoplasm, Lung, Bronchus secscssses 12 2 14
Halignant Feoplasm, Breast ssisssssscasesnnins - 4 4
Malignant Neoplasmy, Uterus sisssiviisesisssss - 6 6
lalignant Neoplasm, Progtete sesssscisvcnsnas 3 - 3
Other Malignant Neoplasind s:tssaserrasanssvas 6 4 10
Diabetos Mellitus ssssstininsmvinniitanioionsy 2 1 3
Other Endocrine DiseasesB .sisssinssssssssssns 1 - 1
UthBI‘ Disﬂase: ﬂf Blﬁ‘:“dll-!;'lII!!!l!il'l‘lllilill 1 = 1
Hental DiBsorders scssssbhaddianssbruntainbeios 1 - 1
Multiple Sclerogls siicistafsisstnasitnicins 1 - 1
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease eeeessssssess 1 1 2
H‘}rpﬁrtﬁnﬂ-ive Discase SRR B R SRR RSB R R 1 P 3
Igchaemic Heart Disease sessttasssssssssssans Ahe e 68
Other Torms of Heart Diseasse ssesussssnssssis B 8 13
Coarebrovascular Disease tiissassnsniunshnennas - - 18 =726 44
Other Diseases of Circulatory System sesssves 1 4 5
R TR o i i mn s o e R K Rk A DR S = 1 1
Pneumonia D T I 11 19 30
Bronchitis and Emphysema seecssonadesasssrncany 11 3 14
Aa‘thl‘na, RN S R R R R R R R R R R R T Y Y 1 - '1
Other Diseases of Respiratory System .eeseeas - 1 1
Eapiie- Hdnains o o st s v iann vnns smnis s e - 1 1
Other Diseases of Digestive System sevicecvse - 2 2
Nephritio and HophPomaio o eescesnsseoss s iy 2 1 3
Hyperplasia of Progtal| ciis ssrsossanevevein 1 - 1
Cther Diseases, Genito-Urinary System ..s.eee. - 1F ™ A
Congenital Anomalies sesssssssevcssvosasnssns 1 - 1
Birth Injury, Difficult Labour ssssessesssscs 2 - e
Symptoms and 11l Defined Conditions ssesssess - 2 e
Eofhor Velidola Aocidertbe . awe s spmisssensssnsns 2 - 2
AT Obher Reoldomte o s o s s ss s itns & i 3 1 4
Suicide and Self-Inflicted Injuries «.sveasss 1 5 6

Total all causes 132 134 266




e

Deaths from selected causes during the years 1966 - 1972

1966 |1967 11968 {1969 11970 1971 {1972
Lung Cancer 11(6)§10(3) [ 13(4) }12(7)13(6) [11(2)}14(3)
Motor vehicle accidents | 2 4(3)1 1 3 3)1 s5(5)] 1(1)] 2(1)
All other accidents 4(2)1 4(3)1 2(1)) 9(1)]12(6)] 9(1)| 4(1)
Suicide (1) 101) 2(3)] o 1(1)] 7(6)| 6(4)
| TOTALS . 20(9)]19(10) 118(6) {24(11) | 31(18) |28(10 | 26(9)

{Humhers in brackets are under 65 years of age}.

I draw your attention to these causes of death as being
essentially preventable. The number of deaths from lung cancer,
of course, gives no indication of the number of cases diagnosed
and successfully treated.
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REPORT OF THE CHISF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR THo YZAR 1972

To the !lorshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Wiabach.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to maintain the traditional duty to compile
an anmial report relatinz to the sanitary circumsiances which pre-
vail in the Dorough and Port of ilisbech, 'ith local government
reorganisation about to talke place in April 1974 one can be templed
to loolk back into similar documents prepared over the past century.
Yet this would be a waste of valuable resources when there are current
problems which can be identified and require to be kept in the fore-
front of current action.

Having resolved the planning aspect of the proposed new sewage
disvosal scheme, there ic a mere possibility that work may commence
in 1974 to ertend the sewerage system to properiies north of the
river and thus ensure that there will be sewerage Tacilities to all
the developed part of the town and also available to surrounding
villages.

Despite a fairly static population there has been constant
pressure on the provision of suitable housing accommodation.
Gradually the outworn and structurally unsound properties are being
removed. DLvery cncouragement is given to secure housing improve-
ments, yet the housing waiting list does not contract. ITor can the
mobile population be satisfied. Staff time required to maintain
peace between the conflicting views of residents and the needs of
travelling families has been considerable. Although there appears
to be a possible solution to this problem by provision of an
isolated permancnt site, any delay is bound to add to the cost of
construction and layout.

Administration of food legislation becomes more complex as the
“uropean Economic communities bring influence on food production,
These duties tend to require more specialist attention.

The greatest success story of the year can be written about
the amelioration of dust nuisances in the port area. Vhilst one
must applaud the final decision of the operating company to instal
modern dust arrestation equipment,so one must admire the tenacity
of the public health inspectorate who at all times felt justified
in seeking to set a high standard without wishing in any way to
retard trade within the port aclivities.
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Mr. D. Reddin, Tormerly student public health inspector,
was successful in passing the statutory examination and
subsequently accepted an appointment with the London Borough
of Croydon. lir, J.C,P. Sanigar replaced Mr., Reddin and is
following a degree course at the University of Aston in
Birmingham. Otherwise the staff has continued unchanged and
given a high quality service to the community and I record my
thanks to the continuegd co-operation of my colleagues in
other departments. e shall continue to try to exercise
control over all the factors in man's environment which have
a deleterious effect on his physical development, health and
survival,

My thanks to the Chairman and members of the Health
Committee for the special interest.

I am }r. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

D. BROOK, F.A.P.H.I.

Chief Publie Health Inspector,
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTIOLS CF DISIRICE

PUBLIC HEALIT ACTS:

HOUSTIG_ACTS:

FOOD_AND DRUGS ACT:

Qﬂﬂﬁ{FIGﬁTIUH CoRTLITCATES

SHODS ACT:

OFrIC.S, SHODS ALD IL-.IL AY
5 ACT:

PRALILES ACT
FACTORIES ACT:

CLIAN ATR ACT'

RODELT COIF'ROLs

NOISE ACATTI TNT:

PORY HEALCH AUTHORITY-
SCRAP MATAL DEALERS ACT:
RAG FLOCK ACT:

AITHAL 30ARDING
LOTADLISILILS ACT:

Complainta — Housing .ecievcescses

OFher siasees
Reviaits ssossess TR
Worls ‘I PropYosa dessrsosnessees
Drains inspected and/or tested ..
Setrer connections siveesssces
Befuse +ese s
Caravans e T R
Infectious Diseases
Verminous promiges sscesssssssasse
Higcellanoous sseswssssssibsescss

B B RS S R T Re BAL SR B L

LB
LR R R R R A R R B

® %% F & @ 0 aF e bR

Inspected and recorded seeisseciss
REViﬁi'tB ®re a0 aes0gee s 0ee NascanSs
Jorlts An Progress ssssesssntsssss
Housing Applications ..
Inmprovemcnt Grants «..

& 8 5 8 B g2 B &

LI L N L

Slangiiterhouses sasvsssssssssosns
Visits for ecollection of samples.

Ha‘-"ﬂ:erﬂ- R R T T T T N O O R R | 3

Food Hypgicne Vizsite ceesesnsssonns
Tood nreparation premiSos seecess
Ice Cream Promists cesssneses
Dairy PromiSes ceeecesseas
larket ctalls seeeecns
Condemncd flood visits seescevsies
Imported Food Hegulations sessess

L B BB I

[ B BN B CEE - B R R R )

Inspections and revisits secicess

Inspection and revisits ssessssae

Inspections and revisits eevessss

Inspections and revisits cevscess
Inspections and observations ....
Inspoctions and rovisits eccsseaas

IHSI‘JGC'tiD]‘lS I N NN

Inspections

i aEa FEERABEEREEFERE RN

Inspections ...

LR A B

Ingpections es.e.

LI BB B R B B A A B R

Inﬂpﬂctiﬂns LI B B OO B R B R R RN

122
38
248
19
263

51
315
oD
13
385

13
348
237

362
139
0

300

37
12

151
&2

27
122

141
43
67

262

12
270

10
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UATER SUPPLY

e T e ———

A safe potable water supply is available throughout the
Berough and distributed by the Visbech and District iater Doard.
A very small number of isolated households prefer to rely upon
individual water sup-lies from a well or cistern, :

The Council apain considered the need to follow government
advice upon prevention of dental caries by the Fluoridation of
the water supply and after expert adviece of the lledical Officer
of liealth and other representations it was decided to approve of
such measure. [evertheless, the County Health authority have
yet to allocate funds for this preventative measure.

Examination of Water Supply

The llanager of the Tisbech and District Tater Board has made
available regular monthly summaries of routine bacterioclogical
samples talien in the Borough in addition to which the department
has submitted water samples to the Public Health laboratory,
Peterborough for examination.

The samples talten by the public health inspectors ineluded
mains water from houses, offices, caravan sites, shops and public
taps.

Raw Vaters (at source)

e e T - e e e — o ey

o. of samples h ___Coliforms _
i

e

- iegative | Pogitiv

e e m

T ——

water Board l
Bacteriological 720 _j 664 | 56

. —— - e

-

The Vater Board carried out 124 chemical analyses of raw
water at the source and these were satisfactory.

Treated .aters

R | samples | itesults i
Submitted satisfactory | Unsaticfactory
\lator Doard
Bacteriological 518 516 il
Chemical 67 87 il
Health Department |
LE&Gteriological 26 26 1Til

Lxtension to lains

Ho extensions to mains were made during the year.

liew connections made in the Dorough during the vear - 89



Hater Supply cont'd sseves
Typical Chemical Analysis
Tapwater 29th December, 1372

Bacteriological Results

fumber cf bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 24 hours

ﬂ.t 3TE AR E A RE RN R R RS R E R A R R B Es S TAE

fiumber of hacterla growing on agar per ml. in 72 hours
at 20 o 22 C U N

Coliform count per 100 mle sssesss

U I B R R T B R R RN B R RN R B RN BB CEE R ) o r da® e
e a8 % s dase e d
Le coli count per 100 ml. .

& @ 8 @ & B & 5 & B ® & B BB 0§ 3 S E Be s o e

Fhysical Characteristics

PI{ 58 &3 Fag
Ddﬂllulr e @ 0w
Taste ssves

Apvearance P etuay Dldar and bright
Turbidity ssesovavas Nil
Cﬂlﬁur TR R R EE ] Eil

- o

I'ree carbon dioxide ... 8
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. at 27 °C .
Ammoniacal nitrogen secescsossse
Albumincid nitrﬂﬂ@ﬂ R NN ]

g &6 8o Bde B R R e R E WA E R

2 & &8 % 8 88 83 w8 s e NP

R Eco Do @ EaS FeETFE RS

IR R BN R O R IR BB S

Hitraté-hitrﬁﬂﬂn R R R I B R A TR T N S R R R #oa e a
I'Iitrite nitrnaela a8 F 8 Q@ EE FEFa & & 4% g & Fae FE BB ESES FéE e e s EG

Alkalinity as CaCOy ......
Hardness as Call3: Total vevvevssvsseses
Carbonate (temporary) seseecsassss
lon-carbonate (permanent)
Residual chlorine seessvesgessssnnsans
Total solida, dried at 100 0 sesasssssssnsssssssnsassn
et ) A A e
Aluminium (A1)
Calcium Sﬂa)
Iron (Fe
Hagmesium (1ig)
L R R
Lead (Pb} fat s s caeassonEa e ndsddnaBdBo ts BRI NBRERDHED
Sodium (Na) eeees
Zdno (fn) e
Siliﬂa_(SiOE} T R R e e A R R N T R R ]
Enlpbnde: { B00.]1 datesanaiie e seons b
carhmﬂte ({}0] s F o # 8 # b o AR RS E S F g DD
Chloride (Gl) OO el e
I"luoride {1‘} Bw B a s s E B G be5a s B8 S EEE S EE T ESEE B SEC 0800 ES

LIS T LI O O B B B RO B B R RN R B N

LI RN R Y

[N NN RN R R

@@ dddd kT RER RN
a8 8 3 & @& P8RS RS PR RS FE RO e
[0 I R TRE BN G R BN RN BB R OB UR- AN R B RN A R B R B B R R N

@ ® & F S A e kA SRS FE R R R SRR DGO PR

A dee o ennmdognd $69FdFad s d s FEEEFIERE

Cp @ & g 8 3 A b e B3 FEE SN
LR B O B B R R T R B B RERE B R B R B R R R L B
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Ceneral Remarlks

e

7.1
il
il

29.0
0.10
il
Trace
949
il
207.5
274
2075
6645
- 0,40
360
il
il
100
Faint trace
5455
il
Mil
ot examined
Nil
6.5
33.7
124 .5
2645
il

The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in

character.,
as a publio supply for drinking and domestic purposes,

J.S. Colline
Chemist and Bacteriologist
Visbech and Dlistrict

watar Board

It is suitable both chemically and bacteriologically
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On 6th October, 1972 a new Indcor Swimming Pool was opened
in Harecroft Road incorpeorating a 25 metre pool and a learner's
pool. Finishes in the pool hall and changing arceas are designed
to give maximum standards of hygiene. Floor areas are finished
in non-slip tiles and walls are glazed to a height of Tle",

Bach pool has an independent filtration system by means of
horigontal pressure sand filter., After filtration the water is
reheated and chemically treated before being returned to the
pools. The chemical treatment of the water zave rise to a number
of complaints from bathers who were troubled with eye irritation
after bathing, Ifforts are being made with the aid of water treat-
ment specialists to eliminate the cause but the problem is proving
quite difficult to =solve.

The old open air pool in Crabmarsh was closed at the end of
the summer after giving many years service., The land on which the
pool vas azited will be used eventually for use incidental to port
activities.

The trend to construct small swimming pools on school premises
for the express purpose of encouraging swinmming and to afford every
child with the opportunity to learn to swim, has continued. In
addition to the swimming pools in use at the Queen's Boys' School,
Queen's Girls' School; Rarmnoth Hoad School, Peclkover School and
Ot« Peters School another pool was brougit into use at the Gordon
Fendick School.

oamples are taken from these pools throu_hout the swinnming
season (which has been extended in rocent years duc to the installa-
tion of water heating units). Cenerally the samples proved satis-
factory though problems have ariscen due to poor maintenance of
purification plant. Inspectors, when visiting the pools during the
courge of routine inzpections talic the opportunity to streass the
importance of repular checks on chlorine content and supervision
of the treatment plant.

53@3}3 Hesults

R e =, e - e

Sarmnles i___‘_____ fesults
Submitted Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
=15 . ; S

Crabmarsh & 3 =
Gordon Fendick School 1 1 =
Hudson Pool 5 5 -
Pecltover School 3 1 2
uoen's Doya! School 4 4 -
(meen's Girls'! School 3 3 -
llamnoth Road School 3 3 -
St. Peters School 3 3 j -
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oEWERAGE AND O3 JACE DISPOSAL

It is pleasing to be able to state that a site has been
approved on which to conatruct an un-to-datc sewage disposal
works of sufficient size to serve the Borough and surrounding
villages. It is envisaged that worl may commcnece in 1974 with
completion in 1976 - but apparently consultant engineers have
stalf problems like other users ol specialist staff« Concurrently
it is hoped ftc renew some portions of the old sewerage system in
Clarkson Avenue,; 5t. Augustines Road, Stermyn Street and part of

Havilland Road., Surface water and foul sewers will also be
relaid in Bedford Street and Sandyland, where outworn houses have
been cleared and the land zoned for industrial use.

Diépaa&l of cesspool contents is carried out by direct
discharge in the public sewer of:i Lymn Road and this access
point is used alsc by wehicles servieing the rural district.

Hinor extensions to sewers have been made to permit housing

development,

REFUSE COLIZCTION AND DISPOSAL

A repular weekly collection is made from all properties
within the Borough, with additional facilities available at
cost for extra collection and disposal from trade establishments.

After a prolonged trial period on new council development
it was concluded that a bin liner =scheme should be introduced
throughout the district. At the same time a measured day work
incentive bonuz scheme was nepotiated for manual workers engaged
in refuse collection. There has been a general acceptance of
the advantages of plastic bin liners. It is hoped to be able to
persuade builders and develoners, and ironmongers to supply
purnose made 3¢ cubic feet sack holders to gradually replace
traditional . dustbins, in order to gain maximum benefit from the
sack system,

A campaign was launched to tidy up derelict sites. DBritain
has become a dumpers paradise and yct there is an adequate refuse
collection service., Some towns have tried to counter this trend
by siting refuse containers (of large capacity) at vantage points
for reception of refuse which is not strictly household refuse.
Special vchicles are required to handle containers - but the
question remains, is such a scheme worth the expensc.

Refuse disvosal is carried out a few miles outside the
Borough, there being a Joint Refuse Disposal Comnittee set up. to
serve the Dorough and two surrounding rural district councils.
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Refuse Collection and Disposal cont'd s.eses

There is adequate space remaining along the disused Vlisbech
Canal to receive the refuse of constituent authorities for
five years. Apart from the actual scene of tipping, the
scheme is contributing to conservation of the country.area
through which the disused canal had become an eyesore,

During the early part of the year there was a national
public oufcry concerning the indiscriminate dumping of toxic
wastes in circumstances where it could give rise to an
environmental hazard. The government was quick %o act and
"The Deposit of Poisonous ilaste act, 1972" and Repulations
made thereunder came into operation on 3rd August, 1972.

The two main features of the Act are:—

(1) to make it an offence, punishable by heavy penalties,
to deposit toxic or polluting waste on land where it
endangers persons or animals or pollute a water
supplys

(2) to introduce a notification procedure under which
those concerned are required to give local authorities
and river authorities information regarding the nature
and quantities of wasles arising or being deposited
in their areas.

dince the introduction of the Act the department hag received
notifications of wastes leaving the area either for disposal or
treatment prior to disposal., A survey was made of all knowm
industrialists in an attempt to ascertain quantivies and types of
wostes produced from the various trade processes and to find out
where the wastes wers being disposed of.

I am pleased to renort that the managements of all the firms
concerned co-—operated fully in this voluntary exercise and expressged
their concern and willingness to help in any way in-order to obviate
any risk to the public,

PLRSCIAL CLEAITSIIC

There are no immediate facilities for personal eleansing. In
cases of emergency usc is made of the Cleansing Station at King's
Lynn. Disinfection of bedding can Le carried out by arrangement
with a local hospital,
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PUBLIC CONVENIZIC:S

— —— ey

Situation Uomen | ilen
w.0'8 w.c's urinals
Barton Road 1 1 2
Cattle liarket L2 2 1 2
Horsefair ' 3 1 6
kHarket Place 4 3 /|
lount Pleasant 2 1 3
Morfollk Strect 3 2 4
orwich Road 2 1 3
01d Harket 3 s &
The Park 4 2 4

- e o

The scattered conveniences are maintained by routine
daily visits, there being no permanent attendants employed
at any one convenience, Ilo progress has becn achieved to
secure provision of up—to-date toilet facilities in the
Horsefair, but one day, as part of overall develcpment; a
new imagze will emerge.

FOOD 41D DRUGS ADLTNIGTRATION

I'ood lysicne

The public health inspector plays a leading role to
project the importance of good hygienic practices in the
manufacture and handling of food and food products. The
general public expect to notice good hygienie practices
and realise "food care is gopd businesa",

The greatly increased practice of pre-packing food
makes it difficult for the retailer and his customer to
check the condition of the food. The Food Standards Committee
are now formulating directives to implement date-coding of
perishable food — either indicating the latest day on which
they would normally be it to eat or the date by which they
should be sold.

There has becn a renewed local effort to develop and
attract tourism to the Capital of the Fens. Lllore catering is
carried out in loecal hotels and public housesz and I am sure
that the growing demands will be met. Yet one would prefer
that the local licensing magistrates consulted with the local
authority as well as the police when dealing with granting or
reneval of licences.

There is a constant task in dealing with market and mobile
food traders and only constant prompting and vigilance ensures
reasonable practices,
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Food and Drugs Administration cont'd s.....

e I

Food Complaints

The Tollowing schedule indicates the sort of complaints
which arise from food purchasers.

Article Nature of Complaint Action
Tin Tomatoes, Tasted bitter. Stocks examined,

old stoecl: surrendered.

Wirapped sliced Foreign body. Warning to firm
lcaf. concerned.,
lLeat Pasty. Dehydration. Warning to firm
) ) : concerned,
Carton ililk. Dirty carton. Warning to firm
concerned.,
Raspberry yoghurt., liouldr. llone - not affected
by mould.
Tin Stewed Uteal. Foreign body. Harning to firm
concerned.,
Sliced Chicken Decomposed, Warning to firm
Roll. concerned.
Potatoes. Houldy. Yarning to firm
concerned.
Cake, Poreim hody. varning to firm

concerned.

ougared Alnond. Foreign body., Yarning to firm
concerned.

Cheese, Contaminated by blood. Varning to firm
concerned.

Tin of Salwmon, Decomposition. Warning to firm
concerned.

Sliced loaf. Infested with magpots, Ho action. Probably

infested after purchase.

Cream cake. Dirty. <14 Mirm contacted. Handling
arrangements improved.



Food and Drugs Administration cont'd «.....

The following tabulated list gives the number of the
various types of food vremises in the Borough.

Bal:ors and bakehouses

Cales

Grocers and General ilixed Stores ....

Greengrocers ...

Pishmongers eeso..
E:Tied FiSh Ehol}s TR R FE DR e F e FEFEEFF R FEARS

Eutﬂh&rﬂ TR IR
Food factories

LA B B B O

4 83 28 8e 008

® 3 ® D EE W

Licensed Premises and Repistered Clubs escsss

Ice Cream llamufacturers
I‘Lﬂ.r}.:ﬂit Etallﬂ @ % ¢ o 0o @0 aw

Confectioners ..
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Tood Hyziene (General) Regulations, 1970

(1)

iumber of premises to which the

regulﬂtiﬂns ﬂpply M8 P a0 o B8 Ba S B S B Ea B 135

(i1)

Humber of above {itted to comply with

regulatiﬂn 13 (Waﬂh“baﬂinﬂ) R R 184

(iii)

(iv)

flumber of
21 (sinks

with regulation 21

UBISGUID 170D

LR B R 1?4

remisecs to which regulation
applios sesevensse

Ilumber of premises fitted to comply 1
o @ & &5 F 6 8 8T FR e e F T TN 14

The following foodstuffs, apart from meat in slauhter-
houses, were found unfit and surrendered.

Tins

T b e

Figh scocssvnscsacsns
Vegetables ccoooce oo
DOUD sssewcnsnsas A
Hilk and Cream socses

29

1,878
10

EUGEIORE v ninate on Vs o8 T1
ruit and

Pruit JUices .sssevnss 43204
Jam 5
TOMBEOBE . ondaetosn s s sy il sl BB

— e e

Ts413

——

lllllll Paa s a s B Ed e R
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Unsound Food cont'd sies..

Trozen Iood Othor Foods

Figh e R e 23620 PET."!:E-: Pigh B T Ry 1:’:0 lhﬂa-
Vegetablee icocesninsocey 1,005 * ileat and sausages .. 324%1bs,
lieat and ileat Products . 1,487 M DEDUE ot scnie iidies 33 1bB.
rotato chipa ssssininias S, 1 D1 HORETED cn emwratean it 4 lbs.
Curry and Rios civisvess y Yoghurt sessusenassse 5S6-0tns.
I06 Oreall Geisisnssnses a7 Cottage cheese ..... 1 otn.
Pastry and Calkes seesess 221 Pion o it 51
Hougse and Trifles «oss. 1,204

PRGR i us s i e 620

Conplete Dinners sse.... 36

Chiclkens (whole or part) 233

T C e SR St R 8

SLAUGHTZRIOUSES AND 1EAT INSDZCTION

flumber of Animals Slauchtered since

e —— e s i i

Fxﬁﬁqipted Day" - 1st January, 1961

Tear Cattle | Calves| Sheep |Pigs includ- | Total number of

ineluding and {ing Sows and janimals expressed
Cows Lambs | = Boars in Cattle Units

1961 1,774 15 24554 9:650 Ta115

1962 2,072 26 24384 95530 13323

1963 23392 5 { 2,739 94609 75785

1964 6,864 11 73220 9,781 13,202

1965 8,529 23 44597 10,893 145399

1966 25093 47 | 4,599 | 10,674 153959

1967 9,617 6 4,101 12,289 16,583

1968 10,272 30 4,29 21,078 21,676

1969 92:213 18 3,475 30,055 H 25,639

1970 | 11,242 T ] 3005 1 - 38,706 | 28,252

1971 10,058 9 | 2:99T | 30,724 26,021

1972 0,761 I 10 4,207 315199 ; 25,203

Two licensed slaughterhouscs operated during the year. liarket
Tactors reflecting higher prices restricted somewhat the throughput
of animals. The local livestock market has also declined congiderably
over the past decade and one may anticipate closure of the market
which many years ago provided colourful activity, north of the river
each ilonday. The closing of livestock markets makes a vast contribu-
tion to animal welfare and it is preferable for animals to be trans—
ported direct from farm to abattoir without the intervening stress
and strain of hanging around in a market,

Plane have becn agrezd to improve dressing of cattle at The
battoir, The Chase by adopting a modified line system to keep the
carcases at all times clear of the floor,
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Slaughterhouses and lHeat Inspvection cont'd ......

and

dumber of animals slaughtered

meat condeimed during the year

33,277

Cattle | Cows | Calves | Sheep | Iigs |Sows
excludingi { and J and
Cows Lambs l Boars
R s e w4 SNEE IR (ST 1 B PRSP Lol
lumber lkilled e 8,730 31 o U 20? 30,4-’-1? 752
fumber ins»ectod 8,730 31 10 4,20? 1 30,4471752
All diseases except Tuber-
culosis and Cysticercosis:
ilhole carcases condemned 2 1 2 5 5ty 25
L R RS A G SR T | SISO | [CRTRCIUNTL (R e I S
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemmed 1,119 4 4 T4 § 2,165] 38
Percentage of the nuwmber
inspected affected with
disease other than Tuber- _ , .
culosis and Cysticercosis 12.34ﬂ_ij6.13p 60 | 1.08% | 7.28%18,38%
Tuberculosis onlys E
Whole carcases condemmed j 0 ] 0 0 O 0} O
- 5 g d : - i eoy
Carcases of which some part %
or organ was condemned 1 (0] 0 O 0 ] 0
Percentape of the number -
inspocted affected with E :
Tuberculosis 0 0 0 0 | 0.11%| ©
Cysticercosis: t
Carcases of which some part :
or organ wag condemied 16- o - - -] -
e e i 'r = S e =
Carcases submitted to treat-| !
ment by refrigeration ; O 1 - - = i -
= ! i
Generalised and totalT i T ! i
condemmed f 1 | - ks - S o
Total number of animals slaughtered: 44,177
QuhntltiEs condemned: Tuberculosis 333 1bs,
Other diseases 32,944 1lbs,
1bs.



Slaughterhouses and Heat Inspection cont'a
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L

lieat (Staining and Sterilisation) Regulations

R

There has been no changes in the system of disposal of

unfit and inedible meat and offal from the slau
Such items are removed for conversion into fert

animal feeding stuffs.

shterhouses.

L

iliser and

Constant vigilance is kept upon the traffic of meat and
offal consigned to a pet animal food factory. Active co-opera-
tlon is received from the management and so with cold stores

scattered around Zast Anglia the flow
within the detailed Inowledg
meat and offal arc being used and

poultry bye-products.

Impcrtqﬂ_ﬂood_Hegulat;gﬂg

Lesg re

of such raw materials is
e of the inspectorate.

d

the deficiency made up from

Resular consignments of varying commodities reach local

food factories in unopened cont

alners carrying produce

i} 1]

abroad. lio unsatisfactory or unwholesome packapes have been
detected on routine inspections,

MILK AID IC: CHaAif

All mill: delivered in the arca is pasteurised; the majority

being bottled or in se
A very limited amount of milk is sold in cartons.
ing plant within the Borough.

process

There is

aled containers to large. establishments.,

1o

There is one small ice crean pasteurising plant which is

easy Lo supervige.
of mobile ice cre
lione of those are based vithi
- Ject of a franchise arrang

In the alternative thore iz a proliferation

am vehicles in which soft ice cream is manufactured.
n the Lorough and are generally the sub-
ement with control changing every summer,

Supervision and education in these circumstances is most difficult,

Bacterioclogical Ixamination of 11il:

76 samples of willk were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory,
Felerborouzh for examination.

—

ptear |

e T S ——

H E
e e e s

: ; , :
Iype of 1lillz| Iio. of |llethylene Phosphatase) Turbidity | Biologica

samples |Blue Tost | Test | Test | Test |

- Sat . Unsat. wat«;Unsat.| Sat.|{Unsat.] Sat.| Unzat.
Pasteurised - 53 45 & 48 ~ - - & =
Sterilised 18 - = = = 18 & 2 i
Untreated 5 1 4 = - = - - =
POTALS 76 '!46 L2 46 - 1Bk = = =
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Millk and Ice Cream cont'd sesees

Brucella Abortus

Three samples of untreated milk submitted for biological
examination for the presence of Brucella Abortus all proved
nepgative,

Cream

Two samples of cream submitted for examination proved
fairly satisfactory.

Ice Cream

72 premises are registered under Section 16, Tood and
Drugs Act, 1955 for the storage and sale of ice cream and one
for th2 manufacture, storapge and sale of ice cream,

24 samples of ice cream were submitted for bacterioclogical
examination during the year, with the following results:-

GI‘ELIS,EI B E A ER R EDR 1? ('rrﬂ-_lﬂ III I B R A
Grﬁ.dﬂ Il wsaasnsnnwa _3 Gfﬁdﬂ IV sesscnacnas

O pa

CLEALT AIR ACTs ATHOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Two industrial establishments continued to receive constant
representations to deal with effluvia which were detrimental to
the amenities of the district. Both were resolved during 1972.

In the Port Area dust arrestation equipment was installed success-
fully to eliminate dust arising from the handling of pgrain from
vessels to silos. An odour nuisance caused by volatiles driven
off from a lacquering plant was abated by the ercction of a high
chimey - dispersion being the best practicable means available.
Under adverse weather conditions the odour may still be noticed,
but it is the considered opinion of your ofiicers that the
nuisance has been abated.

All new council development is subject to smoke conirel in
that heatingz arrangements are provided by smokeless fuels. A
detailed report is to be compiled - by sample survey to indicate
progress in the private housing sector. }

Industrials:
Purnaces (Section 33)

(2) notifications received sisssecesvessrssssoscossssacns
Eh applications for prior approval s.ssssesscscocsessans
¢) number of cases in which alterations were required ..
(d) number of applications grant@disssssssssecsoscnsnsoss

(% T (I e R



Elpan AIP Aot cont'd seinss

Heiphts of chimneys

(a) number of plans submitted showing new chimeys see.. 2
(b) number of cases in which alterations were required . 2
(G) number aﬂvrﬂvﬂd L R T R R T i B R T B TP 2

HOUSTITG ACT ADITITISTRATION

ivery effort has been maintained towards reaching the
targets set out in the clearance programme 1968/1973. It
would appear imperative that all areas of old outworn property
should be represented in the life of the Dorouch Council, It is
appreciated that rehousing has become more difficult owing to
lack of continuity in municipal house building, but this is not
the first instance of outside influences retarding progress in
the housing field. Yet whatever the supvly of fit dwellings
there is no evidence to support the oft mentioned theory that
any old house will sulfice for a family in need — outworn and
outmoded dwellings are unacceptable to modern society. An
illugtration of this point is provided by ilounpesson House,
an wafit dwelling which, because of its alleged architectural
features was excluded from a Compulsory Purchase Order made
under the Housing Act, 1936, Part III. The building stands in
semi-ruinous condition with apparently no one interested in
either using the 'hdusc as a single dwelling or adapting the
building into small units of accommodation.

The cost of demolition worl increased during the year
from &0 to £25 per two storied building.

In order to assist further families disnlaced Ffrom unfit
houses, the Council increased from 420 to £25 the contribution
towards incidental removal expenses.,

The following Orders were made during the year:-
Wisbech (St. Augustines Road) Compulsory
Pm‘ﬂh&ﬂe Or{iﬁr, 1972 L LN O T B T - BT B B ORE-TR B R T ) 6hOUEEE

isbech (8t. Augustines Road) Clearance Order |
13T2 L L I R L I O T T T TS T T T S S S S Y 33 hDUEGB

tisbech (Kirkgate Strect) Compulsory Purchase
Grder? 1;}?2 R R I R T T I B R T T T T - S o 5hﬂil$e

Tishech (Lynn Road) Clearance Order, 1972 .... 2 houses

Misbech (Victoria Road) Compulsory Purchase
":erﬂri 19?2 A8 B 00E 8RS DSBS R RSSO F eSS B B "j' hDUEEB
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Housing Act Administration cont'd ......

Clearance cont'd ..eec..

Dstimated number of unfit houses remaining
excluding those in declared areas sevecss

BEstimated number of years necessary to

deal tﬁ-th thE ab‘:ve hﬁusea L I O B I R

Houses completasd in 1972:

vigheol Lorporabion «viessesms tadsi viivie s
l-TivatE Enterprise @ & & @ & & & § O 00 0 ESE 0RO RN

49

3 years

o1
35

Total post war houses completed ..es....:2,516

Houses in Clearance Areas and Unfit Houses elsewhere

Heturn for the year ending 31st December, 1972

A, HOUSES DEIOLISHED

In or adjoining Clearance Areas

Houses unfit for human hebitation

Included by reason of bad
arrangement

On land acquired under Sec. 43(2)
Housing Act, 1957

ot in or adjoining Clearance Areas

As a result of formal or informal
procedure under Secs. 16 or 17(1)
Housing Act, 1957

wocal authority owned houses
certified unfit by the lledical
Oificer of Health

Houses unfit for hwmaan habitation
where action has been taken
under local Acts

TOTALS

- ————— - —

i

Houses

wisplaced durin;i

1-".-- - -~
B, WTAIT HOUSES CLOSED
Under Secs. 16(4); 17(1) and 35(1)

Housing Act, 1957 and 26 Housing
Act; 1961

!Ehrts of buildings closed under
Sec. 16, Housing Act, 1957

—_—— = =

iﬁEmolished ! year
Persons Families
64 95 43
0 [ritn 0
4 (0] 0
! '
3 1 i 1
= e T
|
i
71 foo 9. . 44
i
Mumber 5
!
1 ! 1 1

A
’

mm
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Housing Act Administraticn cont'd +.....
Return for the year cont'd ssesss '

R s ] - - - - -

C. UBFIT HOUSES HADT FIT AL IIOUSEHS by By Local
1T VHICE ﬂﬂFﬂ?P; oadd RECVCEDIED Ovmer Authority

After informal action by local

authority 6 0
After formal action under publie

health acts 0 0
After formal notice under Secs. 9

and 16, Housing Act, 1957 6 0

Demolition of unfit houses took place at -

Clearance Orders and Compulsory Purchase Orders — 68 (#50)

18, 25 3y 4, 65 T Arvtidler;Sireet

14 2, 3 Bedford Street

13, 14, 15 Canal Row

4, 5, 6 Cannon Street

11, 12, 13, 14 Chapel Street

57, 59, 65, 67, T1, T3; 19, 77 Elizabeth Terrace

25y 279 29 115 T 19y 195 01, €3 Elm Road

107, 109 Lynn Road

39, 40, 41, 43/44, 45, 46, AT, 48, 49, 53, 5T, 585 59, 60, 67,
68, 78, 79, 81, 62, 83, 84, 85, "icolpack P.H.", Norfolk Street
{10A Raithby Place

164 175 18, 20, 21 West Street

Individual Unfit Houses
{a) Formal Action - 3(*2)

43 Alexandra Road
16, 17 Nene Parade

(b) Informal Action — O (*2)

% Pigures in brackets are for the year 1971.

Improvement of Dwellings

The department has been very active in dealing with matters
associated with the improvement of existing houses and also the
provigion of flats. within large buildings. Your Council has
operated the grant schemes to the full in an expeditious manner.

Attempts failed during the year to acquire a property,
suitable for improvement, which after renovation could be used
as a demonstration house. DLach offer made by the Council was
countered by other higher bids - an example of cazumping.
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Housing Act Administration cont'd eeese.

vtandard Grants

The Tollowing is a summary of the action taken on grants
during the year:-

Applications received c.sesvssssssnsosassnss 49
Applications pasged ssessssenveasnnosvennens &4
ADOTICSELONR PETECERE o it s ooaa auin viseaa -
Applications wathdrawn sis-isswrampan e T

Cages in which work was completed and the grant paid:-
41 applications for a total of £7,329;DO.
Amenities provided with the aid of grants:-

1 R T TR Y T e o e e e S U S, SRR |, |
Hash=—hand DagIll o as esaes sais e osmas ssb s s ml
Hoh . wal el BVSGemE o e we s s s seismmn e san sne o0
IREEPNAL WiO B i mir s sin it v on wes i s s a1 30

Sirﬂ{s RS E A EE SRS R R E SRR EE R B 15

Discreticnany Grants

The number of applications for Improvement Grants doubled.
22 aprlications were received compared with 11 the previous
year. :

It is anticipated that this trend will contimie as
people realise the advantages of the generous grants available
to them under the provisions of the 1969 Act. o doubt the
rise in property prices has spurred some people, who would
have otherwise moved into a better house to improve their own
and stay put,

Qualification Certificates
Housing Act, 1969

A landlord of a private dwelling house which has all the
standard amenities and which is in good repair (having regard
to the age, character and loecality of the hcuse) may apply for
a qualification certificate which enables him to obtain from
the Rent Officer a certificate of fair rent. A similar procedure
is followed if the landlord wishes to instal standard amenities.

During the year 33 applications were received and 24
qualification certificates issued.



=20~

Housing Act Adminisiration cont'd sseses

Houses in llultiple Occupation

Routine inspections were maintained of the several buildings
used as houses in multiple occupation. Action was necessary in
the magistrates court against the owmer of one three storey premise
so used, where there was no proper means of escape from fire - a
fine of £50, with £10 advocates fee, was imposed,

CARSVANS

Hesidential

The continued shortage of houses to let continued to place
prossure on existing residential caravan sites. Because mobile
homes are likely to be with us for many more years then the time
must be opportune to consider revision of the model standards
which form a basis for provision of facilities on residential
gites. llodern living vans have fTacilities provided within the
structure and it would be neo hardship to seek provigion of
individual facilities for each caravan, in contrasi to the ourrent
standard of communal showers, toilets,; laundry etc.. Common
facilities have not been readily acceptable to familiea or
individuals. In addition there should be a standard of fitness
for all caravans used as permanent residences = poor quality
living vans being a feature of one particular local site.

Itinerant Caravans

Tension nrevailed throuzhout the year in attempts to
contain the local problem caused by itinerant caravan dwellers.
In travellers conversation an oft repeated phrase is used through-
out Bngland and ‘lales — "See you in Wishech" and that usually
means on the Horsefair - a self styled staging point. So as one
batch of vans are persuaded to move on others arrive - gome to
bury the elderly, young mothers to uvse the maternity hospital,
others to trade in a year old living wvan, so on and so on. Up
to twenty families consider Wisbech as their home town and
until some permanent site is provided, these will continue to
occupy conspicuous sites in and around the town. From a health
point of view they are betier on conspicuous sitesnear town,
usually near sanitary facilities, although aesthetically such
congregations cause indignation to residents and passers by. I
remain amazed by the absence of disease amongst families who
congregate . on green droves far from water supply and proper
sanitation.



Caravans cont'd eeees,

The Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely County Council took
positive steps to identify an area suitable for development
as a permanent site for itinerant familiea., Situate on the
perimeter of the Borough the site will create problems of
added cost and isolation, but no serious objections have been
received to the proposal. Contact has been maintained with
the Gypsy Council but spasmodic meetings do not fully assist
your officers in dealing with regular day to day problems,

In concluding this section of the report I will reiterate
my plea for speedy action towards resolving the loeal problem
by provision of a permanent site together, if necessary, with
space for overnight stops. The number of travelling families
is increasing at a faster rate than the national attempts to
securc an adequate number of sites.

FACTORIES

Several visits were made to premises and houses in which
work is carried out,

Factories Act, 1937 - 1959

(1) Inspections for purposes of provision as to health.

"

Premises Humber on : Inspecyliritten|Occupiers
Register | -tions|ifotices|Prosecuted

(1) Factories in which
Secs. 1,2,3,4 and
6 are to be enforced !
by the local !
BRBHET IR "a s v ninone 4 5 - -

il e

(2) Factories not in-
cluded in (1) in
which Sec. 7 is
enforeed by local
Buthord by coe v i 95, 38 v =

(3) Other premises in
which Sec. T is
enforced by the
local authority
(excluding out-
workers premises) .. 4 = = 2

e T

TOTALS 101 Pesds. S, pe 2




Factories cont'd

(2) Outwork.

1
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OFFICES, SHOPS AID RATLIAY IREMISES ACT, 1963

SHOPS ACTS, 1950/1965

The folloing table shows the details of work carried out
in non-indusirial premises to secure standards of health and
welfare for employees,

Contraventions of the Act remedied during the year,

Abstract of Act

l'lﬂ".i"!ﬂ"lll-\illiblnl--'n'||.‘.

Lack of cleanliness in pPremiBes e:essssssossscns

Tvidence of

Toons overcrowded

LB R N B B BB A R RO

Absence of effective provision for securing and
maintaining a reasonable temperature secesssscs
P ST T Y S O
artificial lighting ses.
Ingufficient and lack of cleanliness in

Insufficient natural or

relation to

BALTATY CONVENIiGrices sussvsecsnsens

Absence of accessible washing facilities seeesse
Absence of conveniently accessible supply of
b ik cro M -5 5L e, SRR B I IR B RS DR T D
Lack of accommodation for clothing sesesescscess
Feed of suitable facilities for sitiing seesvess
Ileed to provide alternative types of seats «cese
facilities in shop premises seses

Lack of eating
Repair and maintenance required to floors,

Etairs allr] pas\:aficﬂ A e PR R N R R Rd kB e A
Fencing required to exposed machinery eeeessssss
lleed to provide first aid equipment .eesssencess

MO N OLwm

O F=

— NN D

12
2
1

During the year 141 inspections were made of registered

premises.

-Investigations were carried out into -3 accidents but
legal action was not necessary.
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Shops Act cont'd ....40

The Shops Acts dealing with trading measures, half day
holidays and Sunday clozing become more and more outdated and
most difficult to administer. Sufficient parliamentary fime
should be found to introduce modern legislation the provisions
of which would be enforced on a common basis tnroughout the
country,

ROIEIT CONTROL

A reasonable service was provided to deal with all
complaints arising from domestic properties and wherever
possible to industry and commerce. There are several servicing
companies offering similar services in the area., In summer
time many calls are made requiring assistance with insecctsyz
advice is readily available but apart from wasps it is difficult
to offer treatment to every complaint relating to ants - the
populaticn of which must multiply each year,

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949
Return for the year 1372

?y;e of Property
ch—ﬂgriculturaléﬂgricultural

|

i
[1) Humber of properties in i
local authorities district: 7,374 { 102
(2) Total number of proper- ;
“ties-inspected as a result f
of notification: 160 3
L SRR DRE IR - 1 104 | 3
Lumber infested by: IE oo 56 s
(3) Total number of proper-
ties inspected for rats and {
for mice for reasons other |
than notification: 479 : 23
Humber infested hy: Rats e f &

llice ' 2 ; - i
] ; ¥
— e s o e T L T — S - o s — ———— e




-

JISBZCH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

Rejular contact has been kept with all shipping using the
Port of Uisbech, the origin of which is predominantly from
Europe. -

Dullt cargoes of grain and fertiliser continued to give
headaches. Guccessful measures were introduced to deal with
dust arising from the import of grain, the expense and trouble
of which made a major contribution to improving the environment
in that part of the port area near to the town centre. IExperiments
to minimise the nuisance of handling bulk fertiliser in windy
weather were not so successful.

.22 Deratting Exemption Certificates were issued during the
YEal.

Amount of shipping entering the district during the year.

phips from Lumber Tonnage Ilumber inspected Iiumber of ships
by the by the reported as hav-

H.0.H. P.H.I. ing, or having
had, during voy-

age, infectiocus
disease on board

Foreign

Ports - 283 - ---65;876 il 119 mil
Coastwige 71 - 94,565 il 12 il
Total - 354 90,441 - Wil 131 Wil

Character of shipping and trade during the year,

Paggenger traffic: Ilumber of passengers inwards - Nil
Number of passengers outwards - 17il

Carge traffic: Principal Imports: Petroleum, timber

=] pﬁ' p y ?
grain, coal,
fertiliser.

Principal Exvorts: Bricks, grain, pulses.

Principal ports from which ships arrives
Lpal po

Amsterdam,; Antwerp, Bremen, Gdansk, Hamina, Karlsham,
Leningrad, Rotterdam, Wismar,









