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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1970

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of ﬁisbech;

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I present for your consideration the Amnual Report on the
- Public Health of the Borough for the year ending 31st December,

1970.

It was a great disappointment that early in the ¥year, after
referral back by the full Council, the Health Committee changed
its view regarding Fluoridation of the water supply and eventually
recommended to the Borough Council that they should not approve
this valuable measurc.

During the year therc have beon several mootings of
representatives of the various services, statutory and voluntary,
which deal with the problems of drug abuse by young pceople. There
does appear to have been an improvement in the situation and it is
to be hoped that greater recalisation of the dangers, both by young
people and their parconts, will ensure that this improvement
continues.

I would like to record my gratitude to Mr., Brook and the
whole gtaff of the Health Department for their help and co-opera-
tion at all times, The Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee have always showm decp interest in the work of the
departmont and this I very much apprecciate.

I have the honour to be, Ladics and Gontlemen,
Your Obedicent Servant,

M. DOREEN C. MARTIN, M.B., Ch.D.; D.C.H.,

Medical Officer of Hea lth.

GENERAL STATISTICS

5 LAroa of Borough essssssavanssivesansvaes - 430006 aorog
Estimatcd resldent population mid-1970.. 17,480
" = mld—1959-| . 1?!510
Sum roalised by & DONNY TAtC ee.secessssh 33815
BATSADIo Val0 ssiscsssissnsnssnnssinns iyl
Hllmhgr of inhabitod houscs sswsssssssans 5,527
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VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births - 270

B g Arca comparability factor - 1.03
Total 124 146
Legitimate 111 127
Illegitimato 13 19
Rate per 1,000 population (adjusted) - 15.9
Illogitimato live births (per cent of total live births) , = 12
Still Births - 4
o
Total 0 4
Legitimate 0 3
Tllegitimatc O 1
Rate por 1,000 total live and still births - 15
Total Live and Still Births - 274
Deaths (all causes) - 260
M P Arca Comparability factor - 479
Total 135125

Rate per 1,000 of thc estimated resident mid-1979 population = 11.8
Infant Deaths (under onec year) - 9

M F
Total 6 3
Legitimatc 4 2
Illogitimate 2 1
Rate per 1,000 total live births - 33

Legitimate infant doaths per 1,000 legitimate live births - 25
Tllegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimatc live births— 94

Neo-natal Mortality Rate (doaths under 4 wocks por 1,000

total live births) - 19
Barly Neo-natal Mortality Rate (dcaths under 1 weck per

1,000 total live birthag - 19
Perinatal Mortality Rate (Stillbirths and Deaths under

1 weck combined per 1,000 total live and still births) - 33

Maternal Mortality (ineluding abortion) - Number of deaths = O

Ratc per 1,000 total live and still births - O
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Vital Statistics cont'd sesess

Causes of Deaths of Children under 1 year

Failure of Respiratory Functicn ssseess 2
Pricmat'urityq.liiiin1-1I-Il-I-Ill-IIl|ilqi-i-r-||-ﬁil| 2
Dysmaturity. Maternal Hypertension ese.o 1
Reppiratory infectlon ssisssscivsnssnsne 2
Internal Hydrocephalus .eeessscsescssss |
Hypothermia aggravated by neglect +... 1
Doaths from Cancer (all ages) = 5”0
Live Birth, Still Birth, Dcath and Infant
Mortality Rates during past six years
1965 1966 | 1967 1968 | 1969 1970
Live Birth Rate
Wisbech Borough 16.59 | 17.2T7] 15.97 | 1411 16.5 | 15.9
Cambs. & Islc of Ely 1623 | 15T | 15T | 14.9 | 14,5 | 14.5
England and Vales 186t | 17T X AT=2 17649 ] 4643 1 16
Still Birth Rate _
Wisboch Borough 13.98 | 10.17] O 32 11 15
Cambs. & Isle of Ely 10.T | 153 | 14 13 9 11
England and Wales 158 [ 154 | 14.8 | ¥4 13 13
Doath Hate
Wisboch Borough 9,55 | 11415 1143 11.32] 10.7 | 11.8
Cambs. & Isle of Ely 9.8 | 10.4 { 10.2 | 11. 1 1045
England and Walcs 115 117 11.2 11.9 11.9 117
Infant Mortality Rate
Wisbech Borough | 24.82| 37.67} 11.11| 8 11 33
Cambs. & Islc of Zly 15461 14:9 % 14 14 16 16
18 18 18

England and Vales 19 18.9 18;3
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GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES

Carbridgeshire and Islc of Ely Vinery Road,
Exocutive Council: ‘ Cambridge. .
Dast Anglian Rogional Hospital Board: Union Lane,
' Chesterton,
Cambridge.
Senior Administrative Medical Officer: Dr.'G;D1 Duncan

-{b) Maternit

(a) General: (1) North Cambridgeshire Hospital, Wisbech.
(2% Clarkson Hospital, Wisbech.

(3) Memorial Hospital, Peterborough.

(4; Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge.
(5
(

doddington Hospital, Doddington.
1) Bowthorpe Hatarnify Home , Wisbech.
All primipareus mothers may-be confimed in the obstetric

unit and other mothers may be admitted for obstetric abnormality.
Since the General Practitioners Unit was opened the number of

. home confinements has fallen markedly as every mother may now be

g

confined in hospital.

(e)}-—Infectious - (1) Isolation Haspltal, Petarhurﬂugh.
Digeasgess (2) Hardwick Isclation Haspltal, Klng 8 Lynn

{d} Tuberculogiss

The area chest.ph351c1ha holds a weekly Gllnlﬂ at Hcrth

'-Gamhrldgeshlre Hﬂspltal, Wisbech.

In-pationt accammﬁda ion is provided through the Bast
Angllan Hoegional Hospital Beard.

() Mental Illness:

Accommodation is provided through the East Anglian Regional

. Hospital Board, usually in Fulbournc Hospital.' This is arranged

directly by the local General Practitioners. The area.psychiatrist
holde a weekly clinic at Hnrth-camhridgeshire Hospital.,

(£)  Venercal (1) Addenbrookes Hospital, Cambridge.
Discasgo: Y (2) Poterborough Mcmorial Hospital, Peterborough.

(3) West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital.
(g) Medieal Equipment Services:

Medical cquipment is provided, on loan, by the St; John's
Ambulance Division and the Red Cross Medical Loan Depot by
arrangement with the County Council.
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COUNTY MEDICAL SERVLICLS

(a) Midwifery, General Sick and Public Health Hursings

The domiciliary nursing staff is employed by the Cambridge-
shire and Isle of Ily County Council. There are T district
nurses, ] midwife, 1 district nurse midwife and 3.health visitors
who use a large part of their time in the Borough. The midwife
is qualified to administer gas/air analgesia, pethedine and
trilene and the nocessary machines approved by the Central
Mid ives Board are available for her use,

There has been a gradual change in the peolicy of administer-
ing the County Nureing Scrvices. The district nurses and health
visitors are attached to gcneral medical practices in order to
facilitate the professional rclationship of nurses and doctors
for tho benefit of the population. :

(b) Ambulance and Hospital Car Scrvice:

The radio—controlled ambulance system is now working well.
There is onc ambulance control centre at kHarch which directs
ambulances and hospital cars with specd and cconomy to the
points where they are required. As part of the overall scheme,
3 ambulances arc stationed at Wisbech and thero are T other
ambulanccs throughout the Northorn Arca of the County.

(¢) Infant and Child Welfarcs

The Infant and Child Welfare Clinie in the Horsefair is
held twice weekly on Wednesday and Friday aftcornoons.

The midwife holds an antenatal clinic for expoctant mothers
who are to be confined at home.

(d) School Minor Ailmente Clinics:

County Clinic, Tho Horsefair, Wisbech,

(e) School Dental Clinics

County Clinic, The Horsefair, Wisbcch.

(f) Home Help Services

Available for confinements, cascs of illness and for social
reascns in the aged. '
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LABORATORY SERVICES

Public Health lLaboratory Service, (Director: Dr. J. Glencross)
Peterborough and District Memorial Hospital,

Midland Road,

Peterborough.

Public Analyst, (S. Greenburgh P.H.D.; B.Sc., F.R.I.C.)
The Laboratory, ;

Tenison Road,

Cambridge.

OTHER SERVICES

Health Bducation

All primiparous women are given the opportunity of attending .
relaxation and mother and baby care classes during their pregnancy.
Recognised Women's meetings e.g. Church Groups and Women's Rural
Institute Meetings occasionally ask for a speaker on Health Educa-
tion and such requests arc rcadily complied with by the Health
Department. ; s ' '

Lectures on Food Hygienc and the work of the department have
been given by Mr. Brook and his staff to students at the Isle of
Ely Collcge and various organisations.

Meals on Vheels

For some years now, the Womens Voluntary Service has provided
"lcals on Vhecld' service for the aged on ftwo days cach week. This
plays an important part in helping to prevent deterioration of
health in the wery old who live by themselves. The food is cooked
at the botal Box Company Cantecn and a very small charge is made to
the recipients.

INFECTIOUS DISEASLDS

Notifiable Infeetious Discascs - Total notified during yecar

Acute Poliomyclitis sesccssae
oo S i Ltk by P EO R G S
DysentGrYasssscsssssosssscensns
Erysipclas s s s e g EeB o dBRE e wd
Entoric Fovor cisssvarsinssis
Food Poisoning ssssssssesavss
Gastro Intoritis cessssessess
Infective Hepatitis ceecesess
Mcaslcs sscssoosennnsssnsasos
Meningococcal Meningitis «...
Mumps BEncophalitis cescsscens

e
- D= OO0 0
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Infectious Discases contd seeses

Total notificd during year

Ophthalmia Neonatorum s.ses. 0
Paratyphoid Fovol ecsscscanss 0
Paorperal PYPoXif sesssssses 0
Prlﬂ{mﬂma @ 8 %8 &4 % b b dB G saB j
SGE:.TI-:J"J FG‘?GI" @B GO 8 BB sE S0 B8 § 4
Smllpc‘:{- LI N R B BB A BB B B RN RN Y D
1::1’1130131133 'Gﬂl.lf_;fl 48 9 " o8 8 E S8 88 G
Notifications of Tuberculosis
New Cases
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
Age Periods U F M P
- 1 0 0 (] 0
- 5 0 0 0 0
- 15 0 0 0 0
- 25 1 0 0 0
- 45 0 0 0 0]
-~ 65 and over i el 0 0
Age unimown 8 0 0 0
1 L] ] O
" CAUSES OF DEATHS YEAR 1970
i Total

Malignant Neocplasm, Ocsophagis sesesssssconss 3
Halignant Nocoplasm, Stomach seecsssssesssnee 3
Malignant. lcopiasm, Intestine cesevevesssses 4
Malignant Neoplasm; Iung, Bronchus seesecess 10
Malignant Ncoccoplasmy Droast secesassscsssscey =
Malignant Nooplasm, ULerus sscessssssssssses
Malignant Ncoplasm, Prostiote secosssssssecens
Loukacmia sssessessssssssscscsscosascsssssans
Other Malimmant Neoplasms eceocsssssssssscscs
Diabetes Mellitus v&nv+-l-l'll--1vi¢!tl-il-liiﬂrlll
Other Endocring efc. Discasos sesssescsssnes
BRI IS ok ainss 06660000 6 85 A8 S 0tn oW R sk e
Other Disecasces of Nervous Systel scevsscecns
Chronic BRhoumatic Heart Disoasc seesssesssse
Hyportensive DisoasSo ssssscescssscssssnsnnen
Iachaomic Heart Diseaso seceevessscntesscses 27
Other Forms of Heart Discaso cessssssesesses B
Corcbrovagonlar Discase cssssssessssssssanas 13
Other Discascs of Circulatory Systom «o.seee 1

[ R ST S Ol S

E—bw—h-—‘vl Tl | = N = ="
b
ek e ek L o ek o B L DL

MJ
W =]
Lot
-]



Causes of Deaths cont'd seecens

u P Total

LETLGRTINE aw s fom aon o nw om0 0o b w8 Bl 4 3 T
Pnoumonia sessssssssssssassansssssasessanas 10 14 24
Bronchitis and Emphysoma s.ccescsscssssasss 10 8 18
Other Diseascs of Respiratory Systom eeesee 2 2 4
Poptio UIoRY sssesenssssesssnasnnssnsensnsn E 1 4
Girrhopia GF TAA0r i esssnnicninssvi ey & B - 2
Other Diacascs of Digestiwve System cveeevve 1 1 2
Nephritia and Nophrosls ssisssdsciaiscssnssnsn 3 1 il
Other Discascs,; Genito-Urinary System seees = 1 1
Discascs of Musculo-Skelotal System seesese 1 - 1
Birth Injury, Difficult Labour , oto cassee 3 - 3
Other causcs of Perinatal Mortality .ceeeses 1 1 2
Moter. Volilslo Accidente eeveseressanessesns 2 3 D
All othor Accidends seesssssassssanansssasa 3 9 12
Suicide and Sclf-inflicted Injurios esceees 1 - 1

Totals all causcs 135 126 260

Deaths from sclected causes during the years 1964 - 1970

1964 [1965]1966 {1967 {1968 1969 1970
iung.ﬂanccr 1 9.k 44 L.l 130 120 1386)
Motor Vcheilc Accidents 4 e 4 1 3 5(5)
All.-other accidents 4 8 4 | 4 2 9 | 12(6)
Suicide 2 3 3 1 2 0 1(1)
TOTALS _ | 21 120 120 19 {18 | 24 31(18){
#, ! 4 i i _

I draw your attontion to thesc causes of death as being
essontially proventable. The number of deaths from lung cancer,
of course, gives no indication of the number of cascs diagnosed
and successfully treated.

(#Numbere in brackets are under 65 yocars of age).
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REFPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEAILTH INSPECTOR
FPOR THE YEAR 1970

To -the VWorshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Viisbech.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

T have pleasure in submitting my fourteenth Annual Report
relating the problems which arise in the every day life of a
market towvn with an associated inland port.

The department left thce sheltered cloisters of Exchange
Square to move along with the Town Clerk's Department to more
commodious office premises at 12 South Brink, a 'building of
architectural interest', separated from the peaceful River
Nene by the noisy traffic routec of the AAT.

The yocar 1970 passcd by with notable achievements, some
disappointments and onc disasteor,

In my opinion the arca suffered a disaster in relation to
the proposals to construct a sewagec treatment works designed
to serve the Borough together with surrounding villages in two
neighbouring Rural Districts. The Minister of Housing and
Local Government rcjected the proposals on planning grounds in
contradiction to the reccommendations of the inspecctor who
carricd out the Public Inquiry. To sacrifice some agricultural
land (what other type of land is to be found in the Fens) is
surely a small price to pay for the cutting off the twice daily
dose of concentrated pollution to the River Nene, to put an end
to the smell and inconvenicnce associated with continucd usc of
outdated tiny cesspools.

Clecarance aroa activity brought more peoplc to nocw homos.
The demolition of a large number of housos has loft some sears,
over which something new will be transformed. Thoe Housing Act
1969 engenderod much public interest in the improvement of
older type houses. No opportunity has beon lost to publiecise
the new, morec gencrous grants.

Vehement complaints continue concerning 'local' travelliing
families, Tho staff continue to try to handle the problem
within the rosources at their disposal. In the meantime, it
can be reported that the County Council and the Borough Council
arc at one to.scck an appropriatc sitc on which to rchabilitate
the vanderers.
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Throughput of animals at the abattoir rcached a new high
level with killing taking place on 5% days cach wock. Food
processing is an cver changing scenc whilst food retail out-
lots are becoming roduced in numbers.

Tho Port, owned and operated by the Borough Council
caused some heoadaches.  Suffice it for me to remind members
that no less than 65% of tho tonnage of cargoes passing
through tho port arca are liable to create dust problems.

Finally may I cxpress appreciation to the staff for thoir
cfforte, ofton under trying conditions. My thanks too to the
Chairman and Membors of the Health Committec for their continued
interest and dircctione.

I am, kir. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlomen,
Your Obedient Servant,

B# BHDDK’ FI-H-!PGHOII 3

Chicf Public Health Inspcetor.
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HEALTH INSPECTIONS OF DISTRICT

PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS:

HOUSING ACTS:

FOOD AND DRUGS ACTs

QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATES:

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY
PREMISES ACT:

FACTORIES ACTs

CIEAN ATR ACT:

RODENT COWTHOLs

NOISE ABATEMENT s

PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY:

SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACTs

RAG FLOCK ACT¢

ANTMAL BOARDING
ESTABLISIHITENT ACT :

Complaints — Housing eessssccescas

Other sessssresncssas
Revisits ssscnnseanenssnsdssssnnon
Works in pProgress ssssssassnssvsss
Drains inspected aﬁd/br tested s..
Sewer cormections sessscossssesasns
RefllBe .ssssssonssnnns
Caravarns sssecssoossssssssnsansssnss
Infectious disScases esssssessrsnns
Verminous premiscs sssssesscssrens
l15cellaneous sssvsscssssconuossnses

Inspected and recorded sssscesacse
Revigils sessssvsvanes
Work in progress ...
Housing applications ..
Improvement grants sssccsesas

e & @ F Fa 8 be b

O @ 8 & & 58 &3 &8 8 8@

oo @& a0 38 F8B

& &9 8§

Slaughterhouses sssseevsasasossees
Visits for collection of samples .
Haﬁkﬂrﬁ e B
Food Hygicene Visits secccssassanses
Ice Croam PromisSes cecassssnssssss
Dairy PromiscsS. sesessososssscscsns
Harket 8talle sesveasvansnrrnssenen
Condoemned food wisits seesssssssns

Inspoctions and roevisits seecesves

Inspections and rovisits
General ...

"8 & & &8 00BN

P
Ingpections and rgvisits ssossscse
Inspections and obscrvations se.s.
Inspections and rovisits ssecessse
Inspoctions ...

s s & dad s E 30N RE RS

IHEPGGtiOnE ceddsboeswadia s dod AR
InEpcGtiDns & & F 8 0 F B B EF AR RE RS
lmpﬂgtiﬁnﬁ ® o0 5400 & & G 8O0 F 000 TR

Inspections ....

& & 04 8 b a BB EETES NS

37
162
383

26
219

23

11
251

80

13
503

157
710

44
344

495
126

217

2?5
33
325
13
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WATER SUPPLY - -

A mains wator supply is roadily available throughout the
arca, tho Borough Council boing a constituent momber of the
Wisbecch and District Water Board.

Thc-sup?ly ig derived from shallow bore holes situate at
Marham and Beechamwell in Norfolk. At times of peak demand it
is necessary to draw water from the River Nar at Marham.

Apart from the odd dwelling awaiting clearance, all
dwellings within thc built up part of the towm have an internal
piped water supply. [Elsewhere in the rural area of the Borough,
five families prefor to usc private wator supplies dravm from
well or rainwater butt.

Thc Council reconsidered a proposal to add fluoride to
the water supply, but again following protracted discussions
rejected the proposal,

Examination of Water Supply

The Managor of the Wisbech and District Uater Board has
made availablce regular monthly summarices of routine bacterio—
logical samples taken in the Borough in addition to which the
departmont has submitted wator samples to tho Public Health
Laboratory, Foterborough for cxamination.

The samples takon by the public health inspectors included
meins water,from houses, offices, caravan sitos, shops and
public taps. CEN

Raw Wators (at source)

lo. of Coliforms
samplos | Negative Positive
: Wator Board
Bactoriological 195 188 7

The Water Board carriced out 30 chomical analysés of
raw water at the source and thesc were satisfactory.



Wator Supply cont'd sdeeas

Troatcd Wators

Samplos Regults
Submitted | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory

Wator Board

Bactdriological I 430 430 Wil
Chemical 14 T4 Nil - -

Health Department

Bacteriological i 30 30 il

Extonsions to Mains

Beechwood Road 81 yards 3" p.v.c.
Woascnham Lene 187 yards 6" p.v.c.
Main over How. Jlisbech Bridge 176 yards 4"

67 yards 9"
241 yards 12"

TOTAL MATN IAID 752 yards

New conncctions made in the
* Borough during the year 1970 133



-
Typical Chemical Analysis

Tapwater 10th November, 1970

Bacteriological Hesults

Humber of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in 24 hours

at 3?50 LR R L I R R RO I R R B RL A R R R R R N RN R N

Humber of bacteria growing on agar per ml. in T2 hours

at EGD-— 22 E I;lifillllritihyqinn|l¢¢lﬁli|i|i-iill.i
Eﬂlifbrm GGﬁnt FET 1OO ml- RN R I I O R I BT R A A R A R
Bﬂﬂt-'GGIi I DUﬂﬂt PEP TGD ml-l !il;;l?iiii“ii!i'ﬂl-l

Physical Characteristies

Appearance sesesssea Cloar and bright pH sscsvosasnas
Tmbidity & 8 B ke & 8B IIil ﬂdﬂur #8586 0ag 8 s @
Cﬂlﬂur TR R Hil Taﬂt@ EE RS

Chemical results expressed in parts per million

Frpe carbon dioxide R R T R PR PR
Ozygan-dbgorbed ih 4 hours at 27 C .s.sueesssssssssssse
Ammoniacal NITIOZEN sssscsnssssnacsesasnssnsasssssssasn
Albuminoid nitrogen ssceeescessscssscsssssroarssarasse
Hitrate nitrogon civesrsivassssssssssnnssssaansarntsns
Witrite 1‘111:-1‘&5011 $E B8O dc e BodBaB0e 0GBy Bateadndusioda
Alkalinity as CalO4 s.esanswasscessacnsesassssansnsnes
Hardnoss as CoCO3 3 Total scessessssssssssosnesnsnne

Carbonate (tomporary) eeceeeesess

Hon-Carbonate (permanﬂnt} sassae
Residual chlOrine sescsessssssosssnvsscnsssnsssssnsnnes
Total solids; dried at:ABOTD .« ciyveou dini vy et odiie
.pil*.lﬁli:ﬁilm (1!5.1:1 B T e e Y E R L R TR
Calcium (ﬂﬁ-} R T T T R P N R AR R
oo 0 ) PR SR S S PO RN I BRSO R
T Sl b e . - (S R g SR e SR
I'.Eanganese {I:I’l) D S T R e T I S B o S S R A i
TOad UPB] wunsesiin st siatesne ss s sosis ey gy e
BEl T N PR i RS « ST ik mh b A R R e
CATIE 2T N b s v i doh A e k5 Bk ek Bk
BTS00 [BID0) Gussaninnsesvasnsnbpme s ssens | naebneinng
Sulphate (S04) .eee. T L A I e
Carhonate (D09} ssssssnesansnvassssasssannnosinsesnens
BHIODIIE (1) i svainsdsonivnstinsepnmesssssiasnesing

Fluﬂride (F} O E 8B B 0N GEE RS RS E SR DR DRSS R QDR DR

ggﬂﬂral Remarks

Te2
Nil
Nil

26.4
0,06
il
0.02
9.3
Nil
205
266
205
61
0.30
357
Nil
96.3
Faint Trace
6412
Nil
Hil
Not examined
Nil
5.0
38'4&4
123
25
Nil

The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in
character. It is suitable both chemically and bactericlogically

ag a public supply for drinking and domestic purposcs.

J.S. Collins
Chemist and Bactcriologist

Wisbech and District Water Board
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SWIMMING BATHS

The Council own and operate an unheatcd open air swimming
pool, capacity 120,000 gallons. Water is supplied from the
main in Crabmarsh. Water treatment is effected by dosage of
soda and alumina prior to passing through a slow sand filter,
followecd by chlorination. Watcr is recirculated oncc every
8 hours. -

Essontial rcpairs in tho form of plastic lining to the
swimming bath hawve becn completed.

For some time the Couneil having becn exploring tho
possibilitios of providing more modern facilitice for
swimming. A local benefactor h2s set aside the sum of
£30,000 towards such a schemo.,

Discussions with the County Council have led up to a
decision to site a now indoor swimming bath within a
proposed sports complex, off Harecroft Road, on which
authority toc commcnce work has now been granted by the
Department of the Environment. Completion of the work is
expected in autum 1972.

Several school swimming pools operate during the summer
months -

Ste Peotor's School 10,000 gals. -Sand Filtors
Peclzover School 18,000 gals. Cloth Filters
CGucen's Boys' School 56,000 gals, ©Sand Filtcrs
Queent's Girls' School 394,000 gals. Diatomite Filter
Ramnoth Road School 10,000 gals. Sand Filters

Hypochlorite solution is common use in thosc pools to
storilisc fthe watcr. Hegular routine visits were made to
maintain e¢lose, liaiscn with porsons in charge of school
swimming pools.

Sample Results

i v s
Pool 1 Samples Results

Submitted mﬂatisfactcry Unsatisfactory

Crabmarsh

Pockover School
Gueen's Boys' School
Gueen's Girls' School
Ramnoth Road School

I St. Potors School

P MR B O

8
1
2
2
2
1

= OOoOoOMNO
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Public sewers are available throughout the urban town
areca apart from part of the West Vard where there are 225
properties served either by cesspools or 'scptic tanks. The
older sewars carry bhoth foul and surface water and are

liable to surcharge and creatce some flooding at times of
heavy rain.

Sevage disposal is offected as follows:-

(a) Sewage farm, 5 miles distant in Norfolk, 20
lagocns on silt land. (Full trcatmcnt).

(b) Storm tanks, 2 milos distant in FHorfolk,
horizontal sedimentation tanks. (Partial
trcatmﬂnt).

(e¢) Direct discharge to River None (Fo treatment).
Thus in brief a considerable amount of pollution
is added to the River Nenc.

Proposals to provide now and additional sewcrs together
with a sowage troatment works became the subject of a
Ministorial Inquiry in Octobers 1969. The scheme included
provisions to extoend facilitios to surrcunding parishes in
the neighbouring rural districts. On 25th Junc, 1970 the
findings werce announced, approving in principle the Council's
general sewerage proposals and accepting the necd for a new
sowage treatmont werks BUT rofusing planning poermission for
the preposed sowage treatment works at River Road, Vest
Walton. This was surcly a sad day for many people particularly
for the 10,000 porsons (the majority of whom reside in rural
pariahca) who must continue to restrict tho use of water and
suffor the nausea.caused by regular emptying and discharge of
cesspool contents.

The decision dealt a severc blow to the many officera of
the district councile involved together with the Norfolk
County Council who, by their considered discussions and actions,
measured every interest before making the final propesal as to
the siting of the proposed treatment works.

The Minister sees no recason to believe that an alternative
site for now works could not be found which would give risc to
less and perhaps to no objection on agricultural grounds but
cqually would not place any over-riding obstacles in the way of
the growth of thc population at Wisbech, if this were to take
placc.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DICIOSAL

A regular wockly colloction of housc refuse is maintained
throughout the district. Additional colloctions are made from
catering establishmonts at a cost cquivalent to that made for
trade rofusc from commercial promiscs.

How council developments arc provided with galvanised
refuse bins but plastic sacks are issucd for usc as bin liners.

Rofuse storage probloms continue at commercial promises.
Investigations were carried out into the possible use of
refusce containers, but lack of support for this system from
traders led the Council to discontinue their interest in the
schemec.

The Couneil is a constituent membor of the Wisbech and
Marshland Joint Refuse Disposal Committce. All rofuse is
disposed of by way of controlled tipping along lengths of
the disused "isbech Canal. Effective mechanical cquipment
is available to cnsurc effective control of the operations.

PUBLIC CONVENTIZNCES

- -

vituation flomen Mon
WweC's w.C's urinals

-

Barton Rcad‘

1 1 2
Cattle Market 2 1 2
Horsefair 3 1 i 6
hMarket FPlace 4 3 7
lount Pleasant 2 1 3
lorfolk Strecot 3 2 4
Korwich Road 2 1 3
014 Market i 2 6
The Fark 4 2 4

No permancnt attendants arc employed at any one
convocniencco. i

Thore is an urgent necd for up-to-date public
convenicnees near the tovm centreo.
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PERSONAL CLEANSING

The Clecansing Station was no longer available after
September, 1970. Some use of the facilities were made,
particularly by young persons visiting the area during
fruit picking scason.

Facilities for disinfooction and disinfestation of

bedding and clothing continue to be available at Clarkson
- Hospital,

FOOD AND DRUGS ADMINISTRATION

FOOD HYGIENE

The Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1970 bring up-
to—date a set of rules to be observed by those involved in the
food trades. Coming into force in March 1971, the Regulations
are the fourth set as amended since the original in 1956. The
need for such rapid changes illustrate the public interesgt in
food hygiene but also underline the responsibilities of the
food trade which must achicve these standards. Revolutionary
changes within the feed industry have brought about the
evolution of Food Packaging. OSupermarkets and self service
stores have replaced the traditional grocer. The factories
and warehouses engaged in preservation and packaging must,
therefore, accopt the greater rosponsibility as any food
hygione accident raisecs widespread rcepercussions.

The staff can maintain regular contact with food
personnel in factory, warchouse or shop. It is more difficult
to establish effective rapport with market traders. Gtandards
fall quickly on the open air market when vigilance by your
officers is in any way rclaxed.

FOOD COMPLAINTS

ore complaints are made by the public concernihg food-
stuffs, some arc genuine, whilst at times others appear
pernickety. BSet out below arc details of complaints which
in turn created achain reaction back through retail and
wholesale outlets to the actual manufacturer.
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I'ood Complaints cont'd sesves

rH .
Complaint

Investigation Results

Action

Conercte adhering
to inside surface
of a milk bottle.

Iilk bottles stored in dairy
in close proximity to wall
undergoing repairs by
builders.

Reported to
committee,
Warning lettor
asent.

Stale Cornish
Pasty.

Pasty found to have becn
inadvertently left in
warming cupboard for an
excessive period result—
ing in dchydration of
filling.

Viarning letter
scnt.

Unfit Steak and
kidney pic.

'iec manufactured in factory
out of town. Placed in

docp frecze for unknown
length of time bofore

baking. BEvidently pie had
been left out of refrigerator
for gome period but unable
to pinpoint time and place.

KHeported to
committec.
Warning letter
scnt.

Mouldy Sponge
pudding.

Purchased from sclf service

store. Ascertained to be
old stock placed aside by
assistant but not removed
from display shelf.

Reported to
committec.
Warning letter
scnt.

Dirty Milk bottle. |

Complaint made in Novcmber.
Bottle probably been used
for fireworks. Misscd by
spotter in dairy.

|

Warning letter
sent.

Shopkeepers have

becn regularly advised to maintain personal
check on the food offercd by wholesale roundsmen on a 'sale or
recturn' basis; particularly where the roundsman is permitted to
refill display stands and cabinets without supervision.
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Food and Drugs Administration cont'd seeess

The following tabulated list gives the number of the
various types of food premises in the Borough. e

Bakors- and bakchouses sesese T AT
Cafos sesnssssnissssnssssinsassnsnssnasnense 9
Grocers and General Mixod Storcs sesssssesss 51
Grﬂengrﬂccrs BOG AR EE S S eOBAesdbsB0 SO Sen0DS 9
I ahNONEOTE ssasesrsanndantsssmariawsbitsngy
Priad Figh BhODE fsssisvssinashnssssnnsssnsie 1
Butchors B 5B B e B B0 DS B BB B S A NGBS EE S NBEAS S 20
Food FachOPlie sasesaisisss trtaay it neceny B
Licensed Promises and Registored Clubs eeese 61
Ioo Croam Manufeaobuilors ssssccassssssanssnes 7
MarEet BEBLLE ke brsas s s sennbonaneewanssi oo
e sl Lo ) s L Fa s S e S e P R |

Food Hygicne (Goneral) Regulations, 1970

(i) Humbor of promiscs to which the
regulations apply R e o L B

(ii) Wumbor of above fitted to comply with
regulation 18 (vash-basing) eeesereses 197

- (iii)umberof premises to which regulation.
A TR ) BEDILGE e srnenslenstsans 10T

(iv) Number of premiscs fitted to comply

T-"i't-h- I'Gglllati{)n 21 --i-vatvinnuot-tnvllIIBT

- UNSOUND FOOD

Tho following foodstuffs, apart from meat in slaughter-
houses,; were found unfit and surrecndered.

---Ting

ST o 20007 sobs Mlinata bt e s s Moy Briddic as e i sews e 200
154 1 1 1 0, SIS 35 Fruit Juices sisees 31
Vogotables cassevsvsasans 293 Baby Fooda cesanneer 11
DD s i i m i R e g g © T Spaghottl secveesss 33
Milk and Croam secsesasess 23 Puddings and piocs . 9
Hilk puddings sessssesses 67 Frogen GEE ssesssss 6

e ma——

15391



Unsound Food cont'd ;...

Frozen FPoods

FiSh SO0 s s saseasss e e EE B
Pty ks avnniisiesine
Frudt Leeisndosseerans
Vogeotablos essvesnsess
Potato Chips sseseaees
HMeat & HMeat Products: .
Ioo Crosm: dassssdsitns
Frult Drinks .oqsesens
DEUSAECE seesstarntses
Chiokens sssssessnenss
FLOE hiowesa don s e sinn v
RS e R
MoussSO aissssssssssasns
Trifles savsasosens

LI

P

1]8?8 PktSO
n

Other Foods

Mcat & Meat Products ...

107 Buttor & Othor Fats «eee
o PABETY St st e raninsnss
489 BURET s v a s s e
2 el R T T s s
13125 3 Biscuits sssssssssassses
32 i 7 U e P e G R
53 cans Rine 'and SEFE0 cuccassnss
384 1bs. Dricd Vogetablos esessss
116 Priod ‘Frodlt seressseesna
252 Xmas Puddings seeesssose
83 L R R S e R
673 Mistiand i« S ietedaiaes
41 IR N SR S S

ko T e e e
BOBTBE G vasansiinsey
Py aabIream S Ns e a s nss
CHREBEE cuiviinssisineny
ORI s e ansaincan
e e T
Custard Powder etce sae+
Saltlﬂllliii#i!!
Suet e e
Stﬂﬂk GUhﬂE R R Y
Instant potato ..seeesee
GﬂkGE &8 a e w
e L 1 2 B e S R e

o o ® & 8 &

aaaaaa

4 & & @ g % 8o w9 B

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND MEAT INSPECTION
Number of Animals Slaughtcred since

"Appointed Day" - {st January, 1961

870% 1bs.

981
101
244
164

8742

5
3
3

44

50

P o W O S T B LW |

221
21
63
18
13
13

13
T2

Yoar | Cattle Calves | Sheep | Pigs includ- | Total number of
including and ing Sows and | animals exprossod
Cows Lambs | Boars in Cattle Units

1961 1,774 15 23554 9,650 Ts115

1962 2,072 26 2,364 95538 73323

1963 23392 5 2,739 9,689 757185

1964 6,864 11 | 7,220 9,781 13,202

1965 8,529 23 4,597 10,893 14,899

1966 9,693 il 45599 10,674 15,959

1967 9,617 ‘B 44101 12,289 16,583

1968 | 10,272 30 4,294 | 21,078 21;676

1969 9,913 18 3,475 30,055 253639

1970 11,242 T 3,075 32,786 28,252

20fr
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Slaughterhouses and ileat Inspection cont'd secse

Two licensed slaughterhouses operate in the Borough. Meat
hygiene and eriteria of judgement of fitness are ftwo important
subjects which call for discussion on an international basis.
These topics are particularly relevant to countries forming
part of or likely to beccme involved in the European Economic
Community. Your officers experience two extreme cases.

On the one hand an international meat company anxious to keep
abreast of worldwide modern trends, and the alternative
gsituation of a small private concern fighting to exist.

Bulk meat carrying vehicles have become bigger and
better complete with insulation and refrigeration. Similarly
the handling of by-products has at last become the subject of
engineering opportunity. Hydraulic systems have been adopted
to limit the perscnal handling - but of course leading up to
the "vigger better!principle.

Throughput of animals reached a high aggregate total
cduring 1970 an achievemcnt unlikely to be equalled for some
years to COome o

Meat (Staining and Sterilisation) Regulations
Imported Food Regulations

Unfit meat is removed regularly from the slaughterhouses
and ultimately processed for animal feeding stuff and fertiliser.

There is no knackcrs yard within the Borough although two
premises exist within 10 mile radius of the town.

Thousands of tons of meat, offal etc. unfit for human
consumption arc released from ports and storage premisgs to
be destined for an animal food canning factory in towm.
Surveillance of theso operations is a heavy rosponsibility,
which is only lightecping hy the active co-operation of the
Processors.
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Slaughterhouses and Heat Inspection cont'd sessss

Humber of animals slaughtered and

meat condemned during the year

Qther discasecs

50,238 1bs.
50,602 1lbs.

Cattle |Cows |Calves |Sheep | Pigs ?ﬂwﬂ i
excluding and and |
Cows Lambs Buars%
e e ]
Humber killed 11,197 45 T 3,075 | 32,090 | 696
Mumber inspected 11,197 45 T 3,075 | 32,090 | 696
All diseases except Tuber-
culosis and Cysticercosis:
Thole carcases condemned 4 0 1 2 70 19
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 2,236 11 0 11 3,352 | 29
Percentage of the number
inspected affccted with 1 ;
disease other than Tubcr- 20% |24.44% ) 14.28%] .42% | 10.66% 6.89%
culosis and Cysticercosis i
Tuberculosis onlys 1
Vhole carcases condemned 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
I
Carcascs of which somec part !
or organ was condemned 3 Q 0 0 1 M
| Percontage of the number :
| inspccted affected with 02% 0 0 0 O07% 434
Tuborculoeis '
Cysticercosiss
Carcascs of which some part
or organ was condcrmed 16 - - - - -
Carcases submitted to treat
-ment by refrigeration 1 - - - - -
Generalised and totally r
condemmeod 1 = - | & l = »
|
Total number of animals slaughtercd: 475,110
Guantities condemnced: Tuberculeosis ' 364 1bs.



MILX AND ICE CREAN

The vast majority of milk consumers take delivery of

bottled pasteurised milk.
untreated milk are delivered daily in town,

A few pints only of hottled

of milk though offers no excuse for unclean methods of

handling.

the effective oleansing of milk bottles at a local dairy.

144 milk bottlese were submitted to the Public lealth
Laboratory for examination.

a aatisfactory bacteriological standard.

Bacteriological Examlnatlﬂn of hllk

87 samples of milk were submitted to the Public Health

Laboratory, Peterborough for examination.

Only half were found to be .6f

Heat  treatment

During the year much time was devoted to ensuring

Type of-Mill- | llo. of | Methylene |FPhosphatase|Turbidity 7|Biological
samples | Blue Test Tast | Test Test
Sat.{Unsat.| Sat. {Unsat.|{Sat. |Unsat.} Sat.|Unsat.
Untreated T 3 2 - - - - 1 ot
Pastourised 58 44 1 58 - - - - -
Steriliscd 22 - - - — 22 = - s
TOTALS 87 47 3 | 58 = | 2 4 1 -

15 samples resulted in

Brucella Abortus

void Methylene Blue Tests,

Seven samples of untrcated milk submitted for biologiecal

examination for the presence of Brucella Abortus all proved

negat1vc.

Icc Cream

Ice cream is rotailed from many outlets and I suppose one
may assume from experience that perhaps two-thirds the qpantlty
is sold pre=packed and the remaindor sold by mobile traders -
the latter at all hours of day and night, aceording to the
sound of gongs and bells.

80 premises arc registered under Section 16, Food and Drugs
1 for the manufacturec, storage and sale and 79 for the

Act, 1955.

storage and szlc of ice creocam.

26 samplcs of ice croam were submitted for bactoriological
cxamination during the ycar, with the folbwing results:-—

Grédﬂ I SH e B AR
Grﬂd& II TR E R R 5

21

L

Graﬂﬁ III s s s e R B ERE O
Grﬂd@ I? AR RN

0
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CLEAIl ATR ACT: ATMOSPHERIC FOLLUTION

Industrial and commercial fuel burning installations are
provided with proper mechanical means of control to ensure
efficient and clean combustion. Only on rare occasions is it
noticed that plant becomes overloaded to an extent to create
dark emissions of smoke.

In the domesticé field there are at an estimate 5,000
open fires using raw coal, which for 26 weeks of the year
emit pollution at low level. The Council development carried
out ovor the past few years has been marked by the use of
smokeless (and mcre officient) fittings. Smoke Control Arcas
mast surely become the practice in all urban areas.

Solid pollution has been a feature of oporations in the
port area. Grain cargoes continued to create dusty problems
which were at times equally unpleasant whether being handled
by crane grabs or by pneumatic elevators. Worst conditions
of all prevailed during the discharge of crushed or milled
cercala. The crises halted for some time in the latter part
of the ycar whon the offending company encountered financial
trouble. New owners have purchased the grain import business
and it remains to be seen whether now brooms swocp clcane.

During times of high wind dust problems also arcse from
the handling of potash cargoocs.

To the citizens of the town in close proximity to the
port arca I offor my decp sympathy. ZPorhaps they now
understand the more the difficulties of any local governmont
authority which on the onc hand secks to enforce environmentval
sanctions and on the othoer hand tries to manage a small inland
port fighting for existencc.

Industrials ;
Furnacce (Section 3)

(a; el PRGOS POCGANON. osvnasrisesasssenisasssesiny
(b) applications for prior Approval sssssssessnssssssas
Ec; nmumber of cascs in which altorations weore required. Hil
d) number of applications granted ..icsssvcccsssnsenss 2

N L

Height of chimmcys

b) number of cases in which altorations worc required. Nil

Ea} number of plans submitted showing new chimmeys .... Nil
G) I'lLl!'a'leI" E.PPI'G?Gﬂ l‘DBBBﬂ!if‘ﬁlliiiiiit.il"li.-.‘ii"‘!"ﬁ‘ H-:i-l
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HOUSING ACTS ATMINISTRATION

Clearance

Representation, rehousing and clearance continued according
to the revised programme, 1970 was a good year for completion
of new housing units, thus aseisting the rehousing of a consider-
able number of families from unfit dwellings., the entire operation
being carried out in an understanding exercise. The administra-
tive process cof acquisition and settlement of compensation is
also a task which gives rise to many human questions and raises
many inquiries.

Enhanced compensation authorised by the Housing Act, 1969
agsisted the younger awnﬂrfacaupiers to procecd to acquire their

ovm alternative housing accommodation. Alternatively, the ageing
perscn was content to accept council housing.

The following Orders were made during the year:-

Wisboch (BElm Road) Compulsory Purchase Order,
1970 & 8 B F P S e P eSS e oda b R d ke bR R A Thﬂuﬂgﬁ

Wisboch (Cannon Strect) Compulsory Purchasc
Drderg 19?0 L I O I A N I R N N RN R 3 hﬂusaﬂ

isbech (Artillery Street/Charles Strect)
Compulsory Purchase Ordery; 1970 .sssessssess O houses

Wisboch (Chapel Road) Compulsory Purchaso
Ordﬂri TQTO [ B - B R ORNORN-RN NN BRBNRE RN ORN TN R R CRNCRN R R R B B RO A 4hﬂuﬂﬂs

Wisbech (Elm Road) Clearance Order, 1970 .... 3 houses
Wisbech (Barton Road) Clearance Order, 1970 . 3 houses
Estimated number of unfit houses romaining,

oxcluding those in declarcd areas sesssesses 220 -

Estimated number of years nccessary to deal
with the ahDVG hDUSES LR R B R R T N R R 4 Hﬂ&TE

Houses complcted in 1970z

WisbeCh GOEPDratiGn LA A BN R BN R TBE
Private anierpring sicssrsgssasssintanhs T0
ﬂlmﬁhﬂuaes B@ b o b a kb R o8 e e BEE B 14

Total poat war housos complotod eessessesss 245306
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Housing onETd ssnnes

Houzses in Clearance Arcas and UInfit Houses elscvhere
Roturn for thc yecar ending 31st Docember, 1970

413 ] . . i 1
!Af HOUSES DEMOLISHED Housos | Displaced during
demolished | voar

el Porsons |Familie
In or adjoining Clearance Arcas b s

Houses unfit for human habitation 186 278 137

Included by reason of bad
arrangemont 15 . 17 6

On land acquired under Sec. 43(2)
Housing Act, 1957 23 21 i

Not in or adjoining Clearance Arcas i

i As a result of formal or informal
procedure undor Secs. 16 or 17(1)
Housing Act, 1957 8 1e3 T

Local Authority owvmced houses
certified unfit by the Medical
Officer of Health - - -

Houges unfit for human habita-
tion wherc action has been

takon under local Acts - = =
TOTALS 232 339 157
B. UNPFIT HOUSES CILOSED Iumber

Undor Sees. 16(4), 17(1) and
35(1) Housing Act, 1957 and
26 Housing Act, 1961 5 G 2

Parts of buildings closed
under Sec, 18, Housing Act, ’

1957 0 s 0
C., UNPFIT HOUSES MADE I'IT AND HOUSES By |By Local
INWHICH DEFECTS WERE REMEDIED Ovmer jAuthority
Aftor informal action by local authority 0 0
After formal action under public health acts 0

After formal notice under Sces. 9 and 16,
Housing Act, 1957 ! 3 0
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Housing cont'd sessss

Demolition of unfit houses took place at -

Tleoaranco Arocas and Compulsory Purchase Orders — 224 (*33)

11912513514415,16,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28, 36,37, 38,
- 39,40,41,42. Bedford Streot
11412 Blyford Squarc
19233,435,6;,T Burgess Square
T+859,10511513514515,154,16 Chase Street

193905 T3991131301551T519,215 23525331133535&37 Duke Street
150 Elizaboth Terraco
3;55T99911513515439341,43,45,47,49,40,42,44,46 Leverington Road
27, 23 29;30 31,32533,34,35,36,37,38,39,40,41,42,43,44 Nene Parade
1524334289, 10,11,12&,12 13514415, 'ﬁalmlaigh', Odom Stroet
1 2,3,4,;,43/43& Prince Streot -
19253545596,7,8,9,10,11,12, 13,14,1;,16 17518,19 Quecn Street
10,12,14,18,20 Rmmnoth Road! fisiss:
6,7 8,3,19 113512513514 ,15; 16, 1?,18 19,20 21522 23,24, 25,26
27 Ruasell Strﬂct
19,20,21,22,23,24, 25!25527928929!30531332933534935!35:3T9381
39,40,404,41,42,43,44,45,46547;48 Sandyland Streect'
1 92}395969??89?,1D9T1912913,14,15916322323’24525,2_‘592?528,
29,30 Silver Stroot
132,6,7 Tide Strect
152344 Viood Stroet

Individual Unfit Houses
raj_ﬂormal Action - 8 (#9)

7,8,9 Bodford Stroct
189 Elm Low Road
107 Harcecroft Road

1 Mount Plcasant Road
10 North End '

1 Walton Road

(b) Informal Action — Nil (%*26)

* Figures in brackets are for thoe yoar 1959;

Improvoment of Dwollings

Continucd active involvement with individual applications
has beon a feature of the years work. A considerablce amount of
house improvoment work had already been carried out under the
Housing Act, 1964, thus leaving little scope for General
Improvomont Arca activity. Nevertheless, certain parts of the
tovn require more garages, more turning spacos and other fringe
nccds of the motorised age.



Housing eont'd sesses

Standard Grants

The following is a summary of the action taken on grants
during the yoar:-

AppilEEtions’ Fodolvol (iinsaissisasanins - 38
ApplicoRtitne PaEsed cissssassessacssnnses 3D
Applications reojected — unfit eeessescess 1
Applications withdrawn s.csscssscssscscsses

Cascs in which work was completed and the grant paid:-

28 applications for a total of £3,834;TE;

a%

Amenitics provided with the aid of grants

Bath dn: 5 PEEHrOON isicesnissesvannsaany 10
Waeh=harit BAgInE s eesessasmmmsny sy ens 24
Hot wator Eﬂfﬁtﬂmﬂ B R EE SR e R RS F R RO R R R 23
EMCOPTIE] Wel B wstcissassntissastsasstnsan 24

Einkﬂ *® 8 % A3 300 oo b é s ee e B o @ 33 8 F e e bR 1

Discrotionary Grants

During the year 6 applications for discretionary grants
woere received and approved,

Quarlification Certificates: Private rented property.
Housing Act, 1969

The flow of inquiries and applications for qualification
cortificates continucd at a gradual pacc throughout the year.
It was often found nccessary to draw the owmers attention to
the need to carry out some repairs before a qualification
coertificate could be issued. In somo instances a lot of
time wae spent explaining to owners the need teo do the repairs,
at tho same timo indicating the sort of rent which may be fixed
for a hcuse having all theo standard amenitics and in good
répair.

Almshouses

A1l the old fashioned almshouses have been vacated. COne
new block of 14 flats erected on the site of former almshouses
King's Walk (now King John House) became available for occupa-
tion during 1970.- Erected on the instructions of the Wisbech
Municipal Charities, a Housing Association, the houses represent
the only new housing units to be erected and made available to
let by private enterprise.
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Housing oont'd wiseaa

There is a similar need for modern self contained housing
units suitable for occupation by young single persons.

Common Lodging Houses

Il'o common lodging house is available in the area. Persons
who formerly sought after this type of accommodation are now to
be found occupying small caravans on licensed sites.

lMore facilities for local authorities became available to

advance money for the purchase of houses. Because the. resources
are limited the facilities are limited to certain classes of

people.

CARAVANS

Regidential

Five licensed sites are provided within the Borough.
Three sites, in one ownership, are in close proximity to each
other. It is common practice for the van and pitch to be let together
there being no vacancies for mobile caravans which may require
temporary sites.

Dvery ecncouragement is given to site operators to uplift
the standard of amenitiecs provided. No real progress has
been seen to be made in thesc matters and pressure has to . be
exerted to secure compliance with site licence conditions.

Caravan site operators signify that thoy are constantly
under pressurc from persons sccking a home. No research
facilities are available but it would be intcresting to have
a breakdown of these enquiries. There is no surplus of
vacancies in local industry, there are no extensive civil
engincering operations in progress, engaged couples may be
included on the Councils housing vaiting list. Arc the sites
simply an attraction as a hide-away for persons secking any
form of shelter 7 Having exhausted a socialogical survey,
what els¢ 7 Continued pressure to keep standards as high as
possiblo.

Itincrant Caravans

The battle rages on - without victory to anyone.
Travellers have always formed part of the Penland sceneo,
ao far only consultations have beon held towards an ultimate
solution to the problem. I can offer no carly hope of
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Caravans cont'd seesss

resolving the problem. On the one hand persons arc aggrieved
by the hide and seek gamc of the traveller whilst other
porsons living beyond the seats of dereliction secm abhorent

to the proposal of giting a recognised camp anywhere within
ten miles of the Borough boundary.

FACTORILS

Several visits wecré made to promises and houses in which
work is carricd out.

Factorics Act, 1937 - 1959

(1) Inspcctions for purposes of provision ag to hoalth.

Promisos Ihumber on Inspec—[written Occupicrs
Registor [tions |[Notices | Prosccuted
(1) Factories in which
Seess 152,3,4 and 6 arc
to be enforced by the
local authority eceevess 5 g i - -
(2) Factorics not in-
cluded in (1) in which
Bec. T is oenforced by
local authority .essees 105 10 2 -
(3) Othor.premises in
which Scc. T is enforced
by the local authority
(excluding nutworkers
p’remiscsj .ﬂ.l'il.ﬂ!.!ﬂll'lﬂl‘ ? 2 - ! Sy
TOTALS 117 29 | 2 -
(2) Outwork.
Nature of :Hu. of {llo. of |No. of IHG. of lotices [Prosc-
work cut- cascs | Proge- instances |Sorvaod Futisns
workers|of de- cutions ; of work
in Aug.|fault in for fail|in un-
list scnding | -ing to | wholesome
list to | supply |promiscs
Council | list
Clothing 2 - - - - =
Containers 2 - - - - -
Curtains 1 = o = = 7
Labels 68 - - - - -
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NON-INDUSTRIAL FREMISES

In total a considcrable number of persons arc cmployed
within the Borough in wholesale and retail outlets. Since
the introduction of the Officea, Shops and Railway.Promiscs
Act, 1963 thoro have boen intercsting dovelopments. There
has been a gradual reduction in the number of retail premises,
albeit beitor facilitios arc provided for tho staff.

Officcs,; Shops and Railway Prcmiécs Act, 1963

An analyscs of contraventions of the Act romedied
during the yoar is set out bolow:-

Abatraot of 8ot essevacensdinnsvvadsnnn cans i
Lack of cleanlincss in. promisScos. sseessrsssvsssens
Evidonce of rooms ovarcrowdod sescesssesescsssssa
Absonce of effective provision for securing
and maintaining a rcasonable temperature sesss.
lack of ventilation cseessssssesssssnnnnnsaniins
Insufficient natural or artificial lighting «ses
Insufficient and lack of clcanliness in
relation to sanitary convenicnces essssssssssses
Absence cf accessible washing facilitics sessess
Abscnce of conveniently accossible supply of
ErANICANG WALOY sasirsvepuisisaveibstEe s sive s
Lack of accommodation for clothing eseessesssssee
Necd of suitable facilitics for sitting seveesse
Neod to provide alternative typces of scats seass
Lack of cating facilitiocs in shop promiscs sess.
Repairs and maintenancce required to floors,
stairs and paSSBECE esssssssesssssssnsnssssnnes
Fencing required to cxposcd machinery sesesseses
Necd to provide first ald cquipment ssececccssssa

O o\R
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Invostigations wore carricd out intoe 3 .accidents
but legal action was not nccossary.

RODENT CONTROL

Routinc rodont control measurcs, including contract
work for industrial and commercial premiscs are carried out
by one full time operative. Much work is carried out on
land under the control of the Council, such as allotmentsy
gowage trecatment works, port area and sites the subject of
compulsory purchasc order proccsscs. i .« i



=33

Rodent Control cont'd ssssss

Provention of Damage by Posts Act, 1949

Return for the year 1970

Type of Property

Non-Agricultural | Agricultural

.{1) Number of properties in .
local authorities districts 7,238 T

(2) Total rnumber of proper-
ties insoected as =z result
of notification: 248 12

Rats 167 10

Number infested by: Mice 81 2

(3) Total number of proper-
ties inspected for rats and/
or mice for reasons other

than notification: 234 11
- : . Rats 0 _ 0
llumber infested bys Mice 5 0

WLSBECH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

LY

Inspections of vessels on arrival in the port are fully
maintained as required.

Activities in the Port Area are mentioned in the Section
of the report dealing with Clean Air. Suffice it for me to
re-iterate the facts that no less than ﬁﬁﬁ of the smount of
cargo passing through tho Port of Wisbech is of a dusty
nature and liable to create a nuisance. Similarly members
arce reminded that the Port is within close proximity to the
town centre and residential development, that the River Nene
i8 quite narrow and that a change of wind direction brings
chaos whore peace may have reigned.
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Amount of shipping entering the distriet during the year.

Ships from Number Tonnage Number inspected Number of ships
by the by the reported as hav-

PoH.Ta H.O0.Hs 1ing, or having
had, during voy-

age, infectious
disecase on board

Foreign 253 545138 MaBe~ 14T Nil Nil

Ports 191,589 Cargo
Coastwisc 34 13:319 N.R. 18 Wil Nil

35,487 Cargo

Total 287 67,457 N.R. 165 Wil Wil
: 13?;{}?6 C{’LI'ED

Character of shipping and trade during the year.

Passcnger traffic: NKumber of passengers inwards - Nil
Number of passengors outwards— il

Cargo traffic: Frincipal Imports: Potroleum, potash,
timber, barley grit
and maizo.

Principal Exports: Barley and bricks.

Frincipal ports from which ships arrive:

Amsterdam; Antwerp, Rottﬁrdam, Putterachock, Gdansk, Haminﬁ,
Terneugen, Leningrad, Cuxhaven, EKristinestad, Hamburg and
Viismar .









