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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1968

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Wisbech.

Ladies and CGentlemen,

I present for your consideration the Annual Report on the Public
Health of the Borough for the year ending 31st December, 1968,

During the year statistics for notifiable infectious disease indi-
cate a high incidence of measles. In the late spring of this year
immunisation against measles began and it will be interesting to see if
the number of cases falls in the next 3 year period.

This year the Health Committee have shown much concern over the
problem of itinerant caravan dwellers in the Borough area. The body
of the report (page 29) gives a summary of the problems involved for
the Health Department, the van dwellers themsclves and the long term
residents of the town. At present, a suitable place is being sought
for development of a permanent site. This ought to be proceeded with
and it may be necessary to provide two sites as it is recognised that
there are advantages in not permitting the number of vans in one area
to exceoed twelve.

I would like to record my gratitude to Mr. Brook and the whole
staff of the Health Department for their help and co-operation at all
times. The Chairman and Members of the Health Committec have alvays

shown deep interest in the work of the department and this I very much
appreciate.

I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlcmen,
Your Obedient Servant,
. DOREEN C. MARTIN, M.B.; Ch.B.s D:«C.H.,

Madical Officer of Health.

GENERAL STATISTICS

ﬂl‘ﬂa of BDI‘t}ugh #o B A B BE B OEBESEEORERBEENERES 4!666 acres
Estimated rCElant population mid-1968 .... 17,550

it " t'"t:l.{l 196'? & 8g 1?!410
Sum rﬂaliﬁ@d hbr & panny Tate senssvononasns £ 3,535
RHateable vAlUC essssasssssasascsssssnsssses E.BE?,OBB
Humber of inhabited housSes cesssssvssnsnnsnse 5,696
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~ VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births - 240

M F Area comparability factor - 1.03
Total 132 108
Legitimate 117 95
Illegitimate 15 13
Rate per 1,000 population (adjusted) - 14.11
Illegitimate live births (per cent of total live births) - 11.7
5till Births - 8
) 3% By
Total 3 5
Legitimate 3 5
Illegitimate O 0
Rate per 1,000 total live and still births - 32

Total Live and Still Births - 248

Deaths (all causes) - 269
. F Area comparability factor - 0.74
Total , 120 149 ;
Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident mid-1968 population - 11.32
Infant Deaths (under onc yecar) - 2
WS
Total 2 0O
Legitimate 2 0
Illegitimate O )
Rate per 1,000 total live births - 8.33
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births - 9.43

Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births - O

leo-natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 wecks per 1,000 total live
births) - 8.33

Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate (dcaths under 1 weck per 1,000 total
live births) - 4.17

Perinatal Mortality Rate (Stillbirths and Deaths under 1 week com-
bined per 1,000 total live and stillhirtha) - 36.4

Maternal Mortality (including abortion) - number of deaths - 1

Rate per 1,000 total live and stillbirths - 4




Vital Statistics cont'd sseses

Causes of Deaths of Children under 4 year

Haternal Ante-Partum haemorrhage ssssseseses 1
Gm’lgﬂl’lital HBE-I"t ]}iSGaEG R AR RO RS R RS 1

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) - 54

Live Birth, Still Birth, Death and Infant
Mortality Rates during past six years

1963 {1964 | 1965 |1966 | 1967 {1968

Live Birth Rate

Wisboch Borough 16,81 | 19.28 | 16.59 | 17.271] 15.97 | 14.11
Cambs. & Isle of Ely | 16,58 | 18,06 | 16.3 | 15.7 | 15.7 [14.9
England and Vales | 18.2 118.5 | 18.1 |17.7.147.2 |16.9

5till Birth Rate

Wisbech Borough 6.94 | 15.01 | 13.98 | 10.1T] © 32
Cambs. & Isle of E].:f 19 15154 10-? 15!3 14 155
England and Wales 1742 | 16.4 |15.8 |15.4 | 14.8 14

Death Rate

Wisboch Borough 10 |10.12 ] 9.55 [ 11415 | 11.43 [11.32
Cambs. & Isle of Ely 11.68 | 10,99 | 9.8 [10.4 | 10.2 }11
| England and Valos 12.2 113 11.5 11T 112 [ 119

Infant Mortality Rate

Wisbech Borough 35 21.34 | 24.82 [ 37.67| 11.11 | 8

Cambs. & Isle of Ely 22.8 |18.31 |15.6 [14.9 | 14 14

England and Wales 21«1 | 19.9 I19 18,9 | 18.3 {18
l' b




GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES

Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely 16 Station Road,

Exccutive Councils Cambridgo.

Clorks F.G. Lloyd Esq.

East Anglian Regional Hospital Ecard: Union Lanc,
Chesterton,
Cambridge.

Senior Administrative HMedical Officer: Ir. J.B. Ewen

(a) Ceneral: North Cambridgeshire Hospital, Wisbech.

(e)

(d)

Clarkson Hospital, Wisbech.
Memorial Hospital, Peterborough.
Addenbrockes Hospital, Cambridge.
Doddington Hospital, Doddington.
Barton Road Hospital, Wisbech
(Aged Sick) (Closed 15.3.68)

P — — — s —
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e

HMaternitys (1) Bowthorpe Uaternity Home, Wisbech

All primiparous mothers may be confined in hospital and other
mothers may be admitted for obstetric abnormality. In December
1967 the General Practitioner Unit was opened and now any woman,
who wishes, may be confined in hospital. The number of home
confincments has since fallen markedly.

Infectious + (1) Isolation Hospital, Peterborough.
Diseascgs (2) Hardwick Isolation Hospital, King's Lynn.
Tuberculosiss

The arca chest physician holds a woekly clinic at North
Cambridgeshire Hospital, Visboch.

In-pationt accommodation is provided through the East Anglian
Regional Hospital Board.

Wontal Illness:

Accormodation is provided,; through the Hast Anglian Regional
Hospital Board, usually in Fulbourne Hospital. This is
arranged directly by the Local General Practitionersz. The
area psychiatrist holds a weekly clinic at North Cambridge-
shire Hospital.

Venereal (1) Addenbrockes Hospital, Cambridge.
Diseascs (2) Petorborough HMemorial Hospital, Peterborough.

(3) West Norfolk and King's Lynn Hospital.
Medical Equipmont Services:
lMedical Equipment is provided, on loans by the St. John's Ambu—

lance Division and the Red Cross Medical Loan Dopot by arrange-
ment with the County Council
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COUNTY MEDICAL SERVICES

(a) Midwifery, General Sick and Public Health Nursing:

The nursing staff iz employed by the Cambridgeshire and Isle
of BEly County Council either directly or by arrangement with the
County Nursing Association under the National Health Service Act,

1946,

Full-time midwives and rclief midwives are gualified to
administer gaa/ﬁir analgesia, pethedine and trilene and the necessary
machines approved by the Central Midwives Board are available for
their use.

(b) Ambulance and Hospital Car Scrvice:

The radio-controlled ambulance system is now working well.
Therae is one ambulance control centre at March which directs ambu-
lances and hospital cars with speed and economy to the points where
they are required. As part of the overall scheme, 3 ambulances are
stationed at Wisbech and there are 7 other ambulances throughout
the Northern Area of the County.

(e) Infant and Child Welfare:

‘The Infant and Child Welfare Clinic in the Horsefair is held
twice weekly on Wednesday and Friday afterncons.

The midwives hold an antenatal e¢linic for expectant mothers
who are to be confined at home.

(d) BSchool Minor Ailments Clinic:

County Clinic, The Horsefair; Wisbech.

(e) School Dental Clinic:

County Clinic, The Horsefair,; Wisbech.

(f) Home Help Services

Available for confinements, cascs of illness and for social
reasons in the aged.

LABORATORY SERVICES

Public Health Laboratory Service, (Director:s Dr., J. Glencross)
Poterborough and District Memorial Hospital,

Midland Road,

Peterborough.

Public Mlal.}'stg {5- Greenburgh PI-HIDI’ B-SG,, F-R-I-G-}
The Laboratory,

Tenison Road,

Cambridgeo.
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QTHER SERVICES

Health Dducation

All primiparcus women are given the opportunity of attending
relaxation and mother and beby care classes during their prognancy.
Recognised Womon's liectings c.g. Church Groups and Vomen's Rural
Institute Hectings occasionally ask for a speaker on Health Educa-
tion and such requests are readily complied with by the Health
Department.

Lectures on food hygiene and the work of the department have
been given by Mr. Brock and his staff to students at the Isle of
Ely Cellegeo.

Mzals on Whaals

For somo yoars nows the Womons Veluntary Service has provided
"Moals on Wheels" serviecc for the aged on two days cach wock. This
plays an important part in helping to prevent deterioration of
health in tho vory old who live by thomsoclves. Tho food is cooked
at Tho Mctal Box Company Cantcon and a vory small charge is made
to the recipionta.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Hotifiable Infeectious Discascs Total notificd during year
Aoute Foliomyolitis «sisnassnssasassss 0
Chickunpﬂx R R BB N GBS AR R AR B eE EB
Di",}hthﬂl‘ii‘. R R RN R E R R E R L]
Dysontoly ssessvesasnsssssssnrasssnses 0
EPYELDENAE s vienvnstennnmassininases 0
Briterio FPovar ciic ssussasasvaannsinya (4]
Food FPolaoning: . s sasesisaiasseinves 0]
Gastro Entoritis ..... SRR R 0
Infooctive Hopatitias ssnesssannasansas 5
B B et B e e R R o A L e S i7e
Ophthalmia Noonatorum ceessssssscnses 0
PATatyphnold FOUGE . s eisain nnisissinss s 0
Puorporal PYreasil ol su enoe s ey 0
PACUINONIA ok aavinino it sdnensniennnesnns 3
Bonrlol Povor cceteiivicnsounnnioniean s -8
Emﬂllpt}}: T R i R e 0
‘.Thno[:ingﬂmugh dtrdservscianRRRIOBRE S 1
Notifications of Tuborculosis
Now Casos
Age Periods i 5 et -~ Pulmonary Non-FPulmonary
s T B oUR SR
- 1 0 (o) o} 0
- ) 0 O O 0
- 15 0 O O 0
- 25 1 0 0 0
- 4D 1 ¢ (0] O
- 65 and ovor 0 0 o] 0
Agc unknown 0 0 0 0
h? O 0 O




=
CAUSES OF DEATHS YRR 1968

Other Infective and Parasitic Discascs seees
Malignant Neoplasm — Stomach sescsscscscssoocs
Malignant Neoplasm - Lung, Bronchus eeesesse
Malignant leoplasm — Breast ccsssssscscssoss
Halignant Neoplasm — Uterus scecssssssonssss
I s e SR T D R A
Other Halignant llcoplasms ef0e  sesessecsans
Benign and Unspecified Neoplasms «esesssssse
Diﬂ.hﬂ‘t-eﬂ- E’iﬂllltu-s ssspan R R R
Other Endoorine etc. diseasos sscsvssscascss
VIR EITICLFLE i 5% a a ais hs b s 6% & &b 688 shsdntassnnteis
Other Diseascs of Nervous System etce seess
Chronic Rheumatic Heart DisScaso seevesssenee
Hypertonsive DisScase sesssssssssssnssssnnnns
Ischaemic Hoart Disoase secsssvessscasansnne
Dthﬁr FUI‘I‘[’LS Df Hﬂart Biﬂcaﬂﬁ T R R R R
ﬂﬂrehrﬂvagcum Diﬂﬂaa’a S0 B4 Bo BB B AR AR E SR e
Othor Discases of Circulatory System seeevss
T T e e T e R
B s SR es el iaenatistsnunednnebuivi
Bronchitis and Pmphysoma eessscecrresncosnre
PE[ﬁtiG U].GGI' B B0 R I AL FO R IR R RGO ERE RO
Intestinal Obstruction and Hernia esssssveve
Girrhc‘EiE Df Livﬂr T I R R N T
Other Diseascs of Digestive Systom seseviase
Nephritis and NephroSis ..ssssciasssasasanas
Hyperplagls of Progstate ...ceevvisnsnsssanes
Other Discascs, Gonito-Urinary System ceeess
Other Complications of FPrognancy etcs sesvss
Discasce of Musculo-Skolectal System ceeeesss
Congenital Anomalices svevesssscncsssvsansnas
Other Causcs of Perinatal Mortality seeecees
Symptoms and Ill-defined Conditions sssseess
Motor Vehicle Acoidents secccessssscsonssnss
A1) Other fccidonts cesssserssncssncsassnsae
Suicide and Sclf-inflicted Injuries ccsesees
All Dtht}r EItGI‘na.l CEUSCE BA B A s R BB NDEEEEEE

Totals all causcs

M F Total
0 1 1
3 3 6
T 6 13
- 4 4
- 2 2
0 2 2
11 16 27
0 1 1
1 3 4
0 1 1
1 0 1
1 2 3
0 1 1
1 5 6
24 21 45
19 14 33
14 25 39
T & 9
0 3 3
o 117 26
11 3 14
0 2 2
0 1 1
0 2 2
1 1 2
1 2 3
2 - 2
1 0 1
- 1 1
0 1 1
1 0 1
1 0 1
0 4 4
0 1 1
2 0 2
0 2 2
2 0 2
120 149 269




Deathe from Sclected Causes during the years 1962 — 1968

B

1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965‘ 1966 | 1967 | 1968 I

Luns Cancer 8 8 11 9 11 10 13{111]'“F
Motor Vehicle Accidents i | 2 4 0 2 4 1

All other accidents 9 5 4 8 4 4 | 2(1)4

Suicide 4 2 2 3i4e ogoding | (o)l

| TOTALS 250 |17 bty 204ae0 wlaals 18{5};{

I draw your attention to these causes of death as being
The number of deaths from lung cancer, of
coursey; gives no indication of the number of cases diagnosed and

ggsentially preventable.

successfully treated.

( #ilumber in brackets are under 65 years of age).
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RGPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
- FOR THE YRAR 196

To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of
the Borough of VWisbech.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in subnitiing my twelfth Annual Report.

During 1968 it was possible to take advantage of the extensive
delegated powers vested in the Health Cormittce. These powers have
not been exceeded yet they have ensured a smoother flow of decisions,
made after due consideration but subsequent action was not delayed
by awaiting ratification by the Council. Less detail of routine work
has been presented to the Committece at the monthly meetings. Essential
data has becn consolidated into quarterly reports.

On matters. of Housing, thorc was a marked impact of the Govern-
ment White Paper "0ld Houses into New Homes'". It was possible to
implement the first part of the acceleratod five ycar clearance pro-
grammo. It was sheer co-incidence that 153 proporties in the Boedford
Street Area were represented on the 23rd April, 1968. 'Appropriate
action' on or before that date attracted only the outdated standard
of compensation, whereas it would appear that future legislation will
ensure morc realistic payments equivalent to market value.,

SHaff changos toock place ecarly in the ycar and it is significant
that the two new members, Mr. D.M. Pickles and Mr. J. Pinkstone, soon
became familiar with the local problems. There was a big clearance
programme to assimulate besides the many other routines.

May I thank the Chairman and Committce members for their support
and guidance during the year.

I am, Mr. Mayor, lLadics and Gentlemen,
Your Obedicnt Servant,

D.. Bi'i.':.l':'ll-.’ Frﬂ.;P!H!It;

"Chief Public Health Inspector.
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FUBLIC HEALTH INSPLCTIONS OF DISTRICT

PUBLIC HEALTH ACTSs

HOUSING ACTSs

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT:

RENT ACT:
SHOPS ACT:
OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLUAY

FREMIGES ACT:

FACTORIES ACT:

CLEAN AIR ACT:

RODERT CONTROL:

NOISE ABATEMBEINT 3

PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY g
SCEAP METAL DEALERS ACT:
RAG FLOCK ACT:

Complaints — Housing seseaneescsss 33

JEher csssssensssnsns 152
RDVlBl";"a TR R R R R E N R ] 294
Ylorks in PrOSTrCSS sesssssasrasnans 2?
Drains inspected and/or tested ... 217
Sovier Connections ..
Rofuse tips inspocted sesesceeesss 36
CaTavVall essss sttt oot sssmsansssniny 265
Infoctious disecases ssssssaveswnan 17
Verminous premises e L
Migcollanoous s.seessssasssasnanns 23

Inspccted and rocorded sesssssasss 2771
1=y = by = B S P i e 402
Horks in Drogress s«ssessssssasiss nda
Housing applications.ssseseessssse 2
Improve mont Grants ssesssssssesss 339

Slﬁughﬁﬂrhﬂuﬂﬂﬁ T R R 159
Visits for collection of samples . 87
Ha-\‘!l:ﬂrs - TR R R T TN Y T
Food I":f{:lﬂnﬁ Vizila sssssssssnssas 2?2
Tce Croam Premises sssassssssisnns T
Dairy Promisos. sesessesssessasases O
Marlcat Sta il S e insasnsssianssse Ll
Condomned food Visits seeessserees 48
Poultry inepections .cessescnssses 3

@ & @ 4w & BEEE R 41

&b oA

Inspections and revisils ssssssses 6

Inspections and revisite sisesssas 4

Inspections and revisits ssesssses 294
G'Dl'lc-ra-l @ FE F R FRF A E SRR T1

Inspections and revisits eesessese 21
Inspections and Obgservations e.ss.s 20
Inspections and revisits eesescess 124
TRADOCEL 0TS a5 o6 v snnsesansessansasia
Inspoctions .f.f..;.+.+..........; 170

InE:.:":-'ﬂtiﬂnE s8sas B saBEeBIBREEREREEN 2

InEPGCtiGIE B RS ERE R ER ST DR 13




WATER SUPPLY

The Borough of Wisbech is a constituent authority of the
Wisbech and District Water Board. A mains supply is generally
available throughout the Borough.

The supply is obtained from shallow bore holes situate at
Marham and Beechamwell in the County of Horfolk. The latter
supply has only rccently becen commissionod and is now readily
available to supplement the Marham source. An additional source
of supply is available from the River lar at Marham, although
this is only likely to be in usc at cxcoptional periods of peak
demand in the hoight of tho canning season.

The schedule of cxtensions to mains shows an addition of
2,092 yards (all in P.V.C.), 209 new connections weroc made,
gonerally to new dwellings.

The number of houscs in the Borough without an internal
supply is =
Towm 3 Rural Arcas 5

Examination of Water Supply

The Manager of the Uishech and District Water Board has
made available regular monthly summaries of routine bacterio-
logical samples takon in the Borough in addition to which the
dopartment has submittced wator samples t¢ the Public Health
ILaboratory, Poterborough for cxamination.

The samplcs taken by the public health inspectors included
maina water  from houses, officca, caravan sites, shops and
public taps.

Raw Waters (at snurce!

Ko. of Coliforms
samples Fegativo Pogitive
Watcr Board
Bacteriological 262 248 14
]

Tho Tater Board carried out 37 chemical analyses of raw
water at the source and thesc wore satisfactory.



Bxaminetion of Water Supply cont'd esevees

Treoated Watcrs

=15

Samples | Hesults
Submitted | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Water Board
Bacteriological 877 877 Nil
Chemical Tr 31 Nil
|
| Health Deopartment |
Bacteriological 35 35 : Wil
Extensions to Mains
Housing Site off Kirkgate Street 274 yards 3" p.v.c;
133 yards 4" p.¥.c.
Housing Site off Manselli Road 60.yards 3" piv.ca
4T yards 4" p.v.c.
60 yards 6" p.v.o.
Churchill Road 44 yards 4" p.vac.
6" Reneval at Railvay Road 93 yardas 3" p.v.c.
47 yards 4" p.v.c.
200 yards 6" p.v.C.
3" Main Vost Parade 187 yards 3" p.v.Ca
Housing Site, Fenland Road 100 yards 3" p.v.c.
174 yards 4" p.v.c,
Eighth Avcnue, Mount Drive 153 yards 4" p.v.c.
6" Extension, Oldficld lane 10 yards 2" p.v.Qa
3 yards 6" p.v.ca
Houzsing Site, Tinkers Drove 146 yards 4" p.v.c,
220 yards 6" p.vice
Almshouscs off Vest Strect 67 yards 3" p.v.c.
Almshouscs off King's Walk 4 yards I p.v.o.
20 yards 4" p.v.c.

TOTAL HATN LAID

Hew connections made in the

Borough during the yoar 1968 -

209

2,002 yards
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Typical Chemical Analysis
Tapwater 31st December, 1968, 12 noon

Bacteriological Hesults

Number of hagtcria growing on agar per ml. in 24
hﬂurﬂ at 3? C R N N N TN N REE ]

Fumber of hagtcria growing on agar per ml. in 72
hﬂurE ﬂt ED C LR R R B R R B R A R A B B R R BN R R A N

Coliform count per 100 ml. sssssscessnsensnsnas

Bact., oolli I count per 100 mle sssvsssosssssasa

Physical Characteristics

Appcarance .... Cloar and Bright BHE e e s
Turhidity [ O A I‘Ej.l GdUL'II' LB O R ]
Colour sasssass Nil Taate weswsss

Chemical Results expresscd in parts per million

Frﬂﬂ carhﬂﬂ diﬂxidﬂ i#o#ilurliléi'!!i#lfl ----- .
Oxygon absorbed in 4 hrae at 270 cecetoccsorses
Ammordiacal NitTogon cesssscassssssssonsvessassin
ﬂlhu.'minﬂid nitroﬁﬂn ® & & b o @ & 6o b B bo s Bd e e e
Nitrato nitrogon eseseccovossssescnvsassscacsnnns
Nitrite ﬂitrﬂgcn O T e P R
Almli!ﬁty 'ﬂs ﬂam3 & % & & & R T FE S SR TEDE S SR
Hardness as CaC03: Total secescessccssnsncncanna

Carbonate (tomporary) eeecess

Non—carbonate (permanent) ...
B e b B e T 2 e R TS R S R R e e o
Total solids, dried at 18070 ceeesesssesvesesacs
Aluminium (ﬂl) D A e Y  E S E
Calcium (Gﬂ) R N R I I S N SN AR
Irﬂn (Fﬂ} sEadapRadaadadasadiaapaRsaenennanssend
Hagncsium {ME) Y R R Gas i daBER s B EEBR NS
B REEEE L M) 0 s cs e nnanotsasodbedses e
Lead {Ph) T R T T R T N R
S I e T e s ansasn e nanasanases
Zinc (Zn) PP T S I R S T S I A i
Siliﬂa (Siﬂz} R EE R N R N T I A AR R ]
S R e e T L L
carhﬂnatc (003) T T R T T R T R
B AT oyt TR G R R R I L S e
Fluﬂridﬁ (F} [ E R E R R R R N NN O B A R R R

General Remarks

Te2
Nil
Nil

2543

0.14

il

0.02

9 IIG

Nil.

212.5

288

212-5

5.5

0.60

Not examined
mil

112

Feint Trace
Not oxamined
il

il

ot examined
Nil

1.0

Hot examined
12745

3045

0.02

The above results indicate a water pure and wholecsome 1n
character, It is suitable both chemically and bacteriologically
as a public supply for drinking and domestic purposcs.

J.5. Collins

Chemist and Bactoriologist
Wisbech and District Watcer Board
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SWIMMING BATHS

The Borough Council own and opcrate; at Crabmarsh, an
unheatod open air swimming peol with a capacity of 120,000
gzllons. The source of the water uscd in thoe bath is the
mains supply of the VWisbech and District liator Board and the
treatmont is by a Bell Bros. sand filtor using soda and alumina
prior to filtration and chlorination. ‘The water in the bath is
circulated once cvery 8 hours.

"vo school swimming pools operated during the summer
months as follows:i-—

ot. Potors School 10,000 gals. Sand Filters
Peckover School 18.000 gals. Cloth filtors
Qucen's Boys! School 56,000 gals, Sand filter
Gueen's Girls'! School  39;000 gals. Diatomite filter
Ramnoth Road School 10,000 gals. oSand Filters

All of the school pocls use hypochlorite solutions for
sterilising water.

As in provious years,; close liaison wes maintained with
pool operators and assistance given wherc problems arose.
Regular visits were made to each pool during summer term.

vamplo Hesults

Pool Samples Hesults

submitted | Satisfactory |Unsatisfactory

Crahmarsh 6 6 0
Packover School
Guocn's Boys' School
_ﬁnﬁcn's Girls' School
| Ramoth Road School
ut« Peters School

R T S SR
A R
(o B o o - A
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SEVLRAGE AND SEWACE DISPOSAL

Two thirds of tho built up parts of the town arc provided with
public sowers. Dieposal of tho sowage is by lagoons on silt land
cxcopt that the area is grossly inadequatc resulting in constant usc
of storm wvater installations. The outlet from the lattor pours
conoentratad sewagd into the River FHenc.

In 1967, I reported details of agrocments recached between tho
Borough Ccuncil and two noighbouring Rural District Councils as
followss—

(a) To provide an up-to-date sowagoe disposal plant, in addition
to tho oxisting scwage farm, to troat sowage from all the
built up parts of the Borough together with neighbouring
parishes from the rural districtss

(b) To provide sewors in the remaining third portion of the
built up area of thc towm.

Consulting engincors have becn appointed to proceced with the
scheme,

Only limited progress can bc reported owing to difficultics in .,
connoction with tho suggested location of the scwage treatment works,
The land affected is owned by Norfolk County Council (Smallholdings
Committoe) - the samo Council being the Planning Authority. Delay in
a decision to cecde the 21 acros of land resulted in the Borough Coun-
eil making a Compulsory Purchasc Order in July, 1968. Horfolk County
Council subscquently offored an alternative sito, which was clearly
much less conveniont and likely to add high additional capital cost to
the project. At the closc of 1968, Norfolk County Council offeored
another alternative site of suitable size which the Consulting Engincers
wero able to rocommend. The locaticn having boon settled but
8till requires to bo the subject of Flanning process.

In anticipation of the inauguration of the rogional sewerage
schome, twin sower pipes have beon laid acrogss the Rivor Nene. lork
being carried out by specialist contractors currcently working in the arca.

Furthor sites have becn acquired for additional scwage pumping
stations.

In the meantime tho sewage farm and storm water overflow works
are managed to their capacity without many folks being inconveonienced
because thosc installations are well away from any pcople. HMore unfor-
tunate are those citizens in the North Brink arca of the Borough who
daily tolorate the smcll arising from constant cmptying of cesspool
contents into a length of sewer which is old and slow flowing.

Cesspools are cmptied as ordered by vccupiers of premises at a
charge of 4/bd., that is whore no public sewer is available. It is
a mattor of conjecturc as to whether there is any justification in
continuing.to make this charge. Elsewhere an economical charge of
£2 is mado.
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REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

4 regular weekly collection of house refuse is maintained
throughout the district. Additional collections are made from
catering establishments. Trade refuse is collected from commercial
premises for which a charge is made.

During recent years the volume of trade refuse has been grow-
ing and the existing method of charging for the service was found
to be unsatisfactory. In an attempt to ensure that traders were
fairly charged for the amount of refuse collected and also to
eliminate time wasted in handling bulky boxes and piles of loose
cardboard a system was devised whereby trade refuse was to be
collected only in approved paper sack containers purchased from
the Council. The system was introduced during the spring and
although some 'teething' troubles were experienced, it is now
functioning fairly satisfactorily.

All refuse is disposed of by means of controlled tipping along
lengths of the disused Wisbech Canal under the Joint Disposal
Committee made up of representatives of the three local Councils.

As I have mentioned in previous reports, the space available
for tipping is limited and already consideration has been given to
future refuse disposal arrangements. During the year discussions
were held with officers of neighbouring local authorities having
similar problems associated with the disposal of refuse. The
goeneral feeling was that, in the future, the local authorities
should work together to utilize existing disposal space or to
operate new disposal plant to the best advantage.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

Situation ! Women Men
WeC's Wel'E urinals

Barton Road
Cattlo Market
Horgefair
HMarket Place
Hount Pleasant
Norfolk Streoet
Norwich Road
01d Market
The Park

o L PO PO Lo B =
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Hand washing facilities are generally available in all
convenicnces except at Barton Road.. No permanent attendants
arc employed at any onc convenience,
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PERSONAL CLEANGING

13 persons were treated at the Cleansing Station.

Diginfection and disinfestation of bedding and clothing is
carried out, whon necessary, by arrangement with the engineer of
the Clarkson lospital.

Terminal disinfoction of roome after infectious discase is
available whon rcoquested.

MILK

The large majority of milk consumers are supplied with heat
treated milk from tuberculin freoe herds. A very small quantity
of farm bottled milk from & tuberculin free hord is consumed in
the Borough.,

Regular visits arc made to the Co-operative Pasteurising
Plant and 4 batches of washed milk bottles werc submitted for
checks on the efficiency of the bottle washing plant. In cach
pcase the reporta werc satisfactory.

Registration and Licensing

There are 16 names on the Register of Distrbutors of milk
and 2 premises registered as Dairies,

Bacteoriological Exemination of Milk

T5 samples of milk werce submitted t¢ the Public Health
Laboratory, Petorborough for examination.

il ] | 1
Type of Milk ([No. of | Mothylene [Phosphatasc|Turbidity [Biological
samplez | Blue Test Tost Teat Taat
Sat.|Unsat Sat.{UnsatSat. {Unsaf Sat.| Unsat

Untreated 10 T 0 0 0 0 | 0 T O
Pastcurised S 46 25T 0 Q 0 0 0
i
Storilised 8 o 0 0 0 8 0] 0 0
!

TOTALS TBases 53 20 0




Milk
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ated Milk

0f tho 10 samples submitted; 3 Liethylenc Blue Tests were

declarcd void.

The Biological Tests showed no. cvidence of Tuberculosis

or Brucella in any of the T samples.

Pasteurised Milk

There wore 9 occasions when the Hothylene Blue Test was

declared void and, in 2 casce,; the samples failed to satisfy
the test, both samples werc from milk dispensers.
Vending Machines

Regular surveillance was kept of milk vending machines

at various canteens.

SLAUGHTEREOUSES AUD MEAT INSPECTION

Number of Animals Slaughtered since
"Appointed Day" - 1st January, ‘061
Year Cattle in~fﬂalvns Sheep | Pigs includ- | Total number of
cluding and | ing Sows and | enimals expressed
cows Lambs | Boars in Cattle Units
1961 1,774 15 25554 9,650 Ts115
1962 2,072 26 2,384 93538 T3 323
1963 25392 5 25139 9,689 73785
1964 6,864 11 T,220 9,781 13,202
1965 85529 23 435971 19,893 14,899
1966 | 9,693 47 14,539 | 10;674 15,959
1967 | 9,617 3 b 4,101 12,289 16.583
1968 | 10,272 30 l&;é"ﬁé[ 21,07 21,676
i -II 11

There are two licensed slaughterhouses operating in the

district.

The outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in the winter of 1967

had the effect of reducing the number of animals killed during

that

year, Restrictions on the movement of animals were lifted

in January, 1968 but, due to the shortage of livestock, it was
not until March that conditions reverted to normal. Even so,
during the year there was an overall increase in the number of
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Slaughterhouses and Meat Inspection cont'q ;;:...

animals killed. The number of pigs slaughtered was almost
doubled and there was also a marked increase in the through-
put of cattle and sheeop.

During the year modifications were made to the Chase
Slaughterhouse. A large new refrigerator was added and improve-
ments made to the pig slaughtering line. A new office block was
also built. The alterations were completed and came into use in
H&Fl

Hinor improvements were made to the 0il Mill Lane slaughter-
house during the year; an clectric hoist was fitted and new carcase
weighing machine installed.

In llovember 1968, the Regulations which prohibited the use of
wiping cloths in slaughterhouses became operstive, As from that
time clean water sprays were used to wash down carcases in the
final dressing operation. As was expected, the change brought
criticiems from the slaughtermen hut they are now converted; agree-
ing that the sprays are more hygienic than wiping cloths and what
is probably more important from their standpoint, more efficient
and time saving.

Unfit meat and offal is astained and removed from the slaughter-
houses for sterilization.

HMeat inspection charges are made according to the maximum sct
out in the Meat Inspection Regulations,; 1963. An annual contract
Tigure is negotiated to cover the cost of meat inspection at the
Chase Slaughtorhouse.

Number of Animals Slaughtered durineg the
year eanded 31st December, 1960

: | Cattle |Cows |[Calves ; Sheep | Pigs |Sows

pxcluding and and
Cows Lambs Boars
Mumber killed 10,224 48 30 4,294 | 20,325] T53
e apein -
Ifumber inspected 10,224 43 30 14,294 | 20,325 153
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Slaughterhouses and Heal Inspection cont'd sessss
lleat Condemmed during the year

e

-
4

| i
it Cattle |[Cows [Lalves (Sheep|Pigs [Sows

i Excludiﬁg and and
| Cows Lambe Boars

All diseases except Tuber-
culosis and Cysticercosiss

e e e

lhole carpasce condemnmed 6 1 0 | 16 6
Carcases of which some part - -
or organ was condemncd 2,736 10 21 45 1,685 21

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than Tuber- _
culosis and Cysticercosis | 26.33% 22.92% T

ﬁ.STﬁ 3.59%

R
s
-]
.-

Tuberculosis onlys:

tthole carcases condemncd 0 0 0 0 0 0

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemnmed 2 0 0 O 20 1

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with .
Tuberculosis .002% Q 0 0 1%

Cysticercosis:

Carvases of which some part
or organ was condenned 16 0 0 0 0 0

Carcases submitted to treat

-ment by refrigeration 1 0 I 0 0 =0
= T
Generalised and totally
condcemed 0 0 0 0 | 0 0
L [
Total number of animals slaughtereds 35,674
Quantities condemned: Tuberculosis 247 1bs,

Other Diseases 46,872 1bs.

47,119 1bs.

Knackers Yard

There is no Knackers Yard within the Borough, although two such
premises are available within 10 miles of Wisbech.
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POULTRY INSPLCTION

The slaughter of poultry at the only premises which had
been in regular use for this purpose, was discontinued at the
beginning of the year.

COMPLAINTS OF UNSATISFACTORY FOOD

During 1968, the department dealt with 10 formal complaints
relating to either inferior quality or unfitness of food.

The following cases were investigated and reported to the
Council who instructed the Towvm Clerk to warn the firms concerned
that a repetition of the offence would result in legal procecdings
being taken:—

louldy sausage rolls;
Foreign substance in bro2ad;
Fin in a fruit cake;

Sour milk.

Tha following mattcrs were investigated by the public health
inspcotors who were satisficd that, either no offence was committed
or the firms concernod had taken all possible steps to prevent a
recurrence of the offence and that legal procecdings were not
warranted in these instances.

Tin of grapefruit containing mould (naringin);
IMish fingers unsounds;

Bread alleged to be undercooked;

Houldy sponge puddings;

omoked salmon damagoed by animalsg

Picce of bone in sausage.

FOOD SHOPS

The following tabulated list gives the number of the various
types of food premisecs in the Borough.

Bakers and Bakchouses ..seiss sassaBEa s B e S 11
Eafﬂs se e esbaaan PP R R T RS T R RN R N R A ] 11
Grocers and Genoral Hixed Stores ssessssees 61
" GTOGNZTOCETE eosssscssssssstsassosstssnsnnse 9
Fiﬁhmﬂﬂgﬂrﬂ e A T I B I I I O ST N B R ) 5

Fried I'ish Ehﬁpﬂ P T R T L ] 13
Butchers SosetestiteseunoReReRsBbIsRET IS 25
‘Food Tactorics eseesessssscasssssssssssenne 6
Liconsed Premises and Rogistered Clubs +... 64
Ice Cream Manufacturers ceceseccsssassnsons 2
Markot Stalls ececcesscncecsvsassvssssnsnsss 31
Confactionors sescssssssssscsssnsansssisnsss 14



Food Shops cont'd «.u.vs

List of improvemcnts and unsatisfactory conditions remedied
in food premises.

Sinks provided ssescscsccnssnsnansannnns
Hot water provided secseascssscssnssasase
Wash-hand baszins provided sesessersnsasss
Premisas I‘E:pairﬂli N R R R R R
W.C'p Prﬂ\ridﬂd ipestosnmans seooBde BB aaa
WeClB TEPRAITH s snunrstatnsbaenbe it
Ar'tifiﬂial lighting T T R R RN
Cleansed and redecoratéd cesessssssassss
Vontllation seisesscesssecsanivansnsnsns
Pirst Aid materials cssssassssssnsassnnan

— O hdlE O oA Y =

Food Hygicno

It was possible during 1968 to devote more time to the routine
work of inspecting food promises. Generally speaking the standard
of cleanliness was found to be good but in a few instances condi- |
tions were cncountercd which neccossitated action by the department.
In these cases an attempt was made to "oducate" the food handlers
or the owmer of the businesa. Often,; the rcason for = particular
Regulations is not always apparont to the layman and the time
taken by inspectors in explaining the reasons why he requires
certain work to be carried out; or to handle food in a particular
manner, is nover wasted. Revioits made to premises where contra-
ventions had been noted invariably showed an improvement. It was
not found neccessary to institute formal proceedings during tho
year,

Attention continucd to be given to the market stalls on the
Saturday markot. Approximately thirty of the stalls were dealing
in food in.some form or other - the majority selling fruit and
vegotables, The traders handling open food are required by law
to provide wvashing facilities and a supply of hot water. This thoy
do, but I doubt whether they arc uscd as often as neccssary. One
hopes that the 'health educational' talks will eventually have their
cffocts in this sphere.

Food Hygiene (Ceneral) Rogulations, 1960

(1) fumbor of premises to which the regulations apply eecee. 221
(i1) Yumber of above fitted to comply with rogulation 16

{1‘.‘&-5]1—1]&3:].113} SR MR B R B e R BB B E B E R R B BB BB E R B EEG
(iii) Number of premiscs to which rogulation 19 (sinks)

ap{JliﬂE A AR EE RS R E P B E LR R e RS RS0 RS E SRR EEEER 194

(iv) liumbor of premises fitted to comply with regulation 19 . 194
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UNSOUND FOOD

The following foodstuffs, apart from meat in slaughterhouses,

were found wnfit and surrendered.

Tins Frozen Foods

Meat and Meat Products seseees 195 Vegeotableg sccssssssesses 212 pkts.
R e A s ten hbbas e O Fotato 'DhiDH arestatesrangton "
FTUit T R N T TN T T 140 Fiﬂh AT T T T T T T ﬂﬁd n
Vepetablos cssssssosasssssssne 823 g By e s i IR
Uﬂmpletﬂ dinn&rﬂ R e B EREERE R R 6 leat and meat prﬂduﬂtﬁ ) 220 n
Spaghetti S8 s BB e s babsEg s Es LS 3 Complete Qinners sssses e 9 "
Creamed Rice seescsscsissssnna 4 UhEEﬁﬂbuxgﬁrﬂ TR R R 2 n
SOUL ssssesssssssosecnssencnss 42 Pﬁﬁtry B R e e T
U Rl s L R S e S BOUIEBE S o'vv s nbidinvsns s n s ey o Now
ﬁilk BRSNS FR AR R AE RS 6 Trifleﬂ L B BB B B B B B R R 9 "
Lemon Curd sssesssssosssvnsans 1 Cakes and SPONESE sesenne 18 i
Bﬁb} HaTw g |0 e R A e e ﬁrﬂﬂﬂﬂ dPINiK sasssansssss 2 tine

ﬂanﬂEﬂ nrinkﬂ LE N R N R R N 2

1,283
Various
e o [ i
R PERE otk s e it enal e Tha
Tomato kﬂﬁchﬂp SR E R AR R R 1 bottle
Fiﬂh A R R RN TR AT% 1h$i
Beef kidnaya SR AN LS A E B E s 40 1bs.
PBoef scensssassssscsnscnssnsneaid2qf 1lbs.
1 L G o B o - e gl e 253 1ba.
1o el A I e e e e 128 1bz.

\NTHAL FOOD FPACTORY

Constant surveillance is maintained over the receipt and pro-
oessing,of meat, offal and trimmings at a modern pet animal food
facﬁﬂry-

ICE CREAM

.96 premises are registered under Section 16, Food and Drugs Act,
1955. 2 for the manufacture, storage and sale and 94 for the storage,
and sale of ice cream.

23 samples of ice cream were submitted for bacteriological
examination during the year,wiﬁh the following results:-—

Grade I ceeees 13 Grade III . seees 2
Grade II TEEE B Orade IV sseeus L]
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CLEAIl ATR ACT

During the year there were no serious contraventions of the
Clean Air Act. Visits were made to premises when contraventions
were noted and the problems discussed with the management and
boiler operatives.

Industrials
Furnaces (section 3)

(a) notifications roceived ...ssssissssissa 0O
(b applications for prior approval sssssas 4
(¢) number of cases in which alterations
'FJ'EI"E I‘Equire-d L R B B B R B BN R R B BRI B D
(d) number of applications granted evesevss 4
Height of Chimmeys
(a) number of plans submitted showing new
Chit‘l’ﬂ"lﬁb"ﬂ- TR R R R R N T I R 4
(b) number of cases in which alterations
ware I'EI.'_lUiI'E‘d s i taémd e sssbabIT BB RS 2
(o) "nomber approvedl s ssssesiaisass vavns s 4
HOUSING
Clearance

During the year a start was made in implementing the
accelerated clearance programme which was approved by the Council

in 1967.

Inspections of properties were carried oul through the year
and the Council made three new orders viz. The Bedford Street
Compulsory Purchasc Order, Duke Street/Prince Strect Compulsory
Purchase Order and the Ramnoth Road Clearance Order. None of
these Urders had received confirmation at the yoar end, though
the date for the public inquiry into the largest of the three
Orders (Bedford Streot) was fixed for January, 1969.

Demolition of unfit houses has, thorefore, been restricted
to those included in previously confirmed Orders and at the end
of December most of the families residing in these houses had
boen found alternative accommodation. In fact the availability
of new houses, being built primarily to rechouse persons living
in clearance areas threatons to cxcced the immediate need. This
situation has arigen because the 1968 quota of houses to be
cleared were included in one Order.
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Housing conti'd seeses

However, it is anticipated that carly determination of .the
Bedford Street Order will resolve this tomporary difficulty.

The following Orders were made during the yoear:-

Wisbech (Bedford Street) Compulsory Purchasc
Ord[}rg 1965 @ & F B B S0 O Ea e E S e e R PR AE

Visbech (Duke Strﬂ{.'hf"?‘rlncu Strecet) Compul-
sﬂr}r Mch'ar‘ﬂﬂueaj 1958 LR I O - - B R

Wigboch (Ramnoth Road) Clearance Ordor, 1968

153 houses

23 houses

5 houses

Also within Clearance Areas associated with the above
Orders were 6 unfit houses owned by the Borough Council.

Egtimated number of unfit houses romaining

excluding those in declared areas seessssssasnss 425
Number of yecars necessary to deal with the

oy e b L S e 4
Applicants on waiting list at end of Year ..ee.os. 282
Houses compleoted in 1968: Wisbech Corporation .. 37

Private enterprise

Total post war houscs completod ssssess

Houses in Clearance Areas and Unfit llouses clscwhere

.o 2

L A N R 1’863

Return for the year ending 31st December, 1968

A. HOUSES DiMOLISHED

In or adjoining Clearance Arecas

Houses unfit for human habitation
Included by reason of bad arrangement

On land acquired under Scc. 43(2]
Housing Act, 1957

Not in or adjoining Clearance Arcas

Aa a result of formal or informal
procedure under Seca. 16 or 17(1)
Housing Act, 1957

Local authority owmed houses certificd
unfit by the Medical Officer of
ilealth

Houseos unfit for human habitation
whoro action has beoen taken under
local Acts.

TOTALS

Houses Displaccd during
demolished year

Pergons (Familiocs

24 52 29

3 = Sy

3 — =

14 25 11

1 — -

45 TR A
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Return for the year cont'd seeess

F

| B, UNFIT HOUSES CLOSED Humber | Displaced during year

Porsons

Familiecs

Under Sees. 16(4), 17(1) and
35(1) Housing Act, 1957 and

26, Housing Act, 1961 T 8 o
Parts of buildings closed

under Scc. 18, Housing Act,

1957 1 E =
C. UNFIT HOUSES MHADE FIT AND HOUSES By Cvmer By Local

IN WHICH DEFECTE WERE REMEDIED Authority

After informal action by local auth. 0 0]
After formal action under Public

Health Acts 0 O
AMtor formal notice under Secs. 9 and

16, Housing Act, 1957 ! 0 0

Demolition of Unfit Houses took place at -

Clearance Areas — (75%) 30

11,12 King Street

5 The Low

4,5,6,?,8,13314:15516 Marsh Walk
15516317518,19,20,21,22,23 Park Street
3A,17,18 Prospect Place

1523354:5,6 Vietoria Place

Individual Unfit Houses
(a) Formal Action - (4%) 4

31,32,33 Bedford Strect
40 Kirkgatc Strect

(b) Informal Action — (13%) 11

"The Harp Inn"

29,31 Lerowe Road

21 North End

13:15,17;19,21,23,27 Osborne Road

* Figures in brackets are for the year 1967;



Improvement of Dwellings

The number of applications madoe for grants towards the cost
of providing modern amenitics in older dwellings fell during the .
year., HNHot one application was received for a discreticnary grant.

It is perhaps asignificant to note that during April a govern-
ment White Paper was published which indicated changes in existing
legislation which, when operative, would increase the maximum
amount of grant payable. The biggest incrcase would be in tho
cagse of discrotionary grante where the maximum would rise from
£400 to £1,000, Several enquiries worc made of the department
regarding tho conversion of large buildings into several self-
contained flats with the aid of a grant but, in all cases, the
schomes were shelved pending the introduction of the larger grants
as outlined in the whitc paper. Perhaps another factor which has
contributed to the decline in the number of applications is that
no now ILmprovement Areas were declared during 1968.

It is heartening, however, to note that during the yecar 120
Council houses which lacked bathrooms werce improved to the re-—
quired standard by the addition of a prefabricated bathroom unit,

ﬂandarﬁ Grants

Tho following is a surmary of thc action taken on grants
during the year:-

Applications received ssesssssassssssssssss 3D
Applicationa paseed sessssissnnserpsrivnis 35
Applications rejected — unfit sevessesssese O
Applications wWithdTawn sesessesssnsnsbosiss o

Cases in which work vas completed and the grant paid:-
35 applications for a total of £5,350:3s:7d.
fmenities provided with the aid of grantsi-

Bﬂthrﬂﬂmﬂ R R R R N A R R T I R O B El'l
Vash-hand basing ssissssseassssnsssnsnsrsna 3!'0
Hot wator syetems seecshsesiasvasissninsnnen 31
Intermal WiOTE uns e eeniaiie ceisess e ensnsang S
T AT A A S s R e et a1 oty b v a i 26

Digerctionary Grants

Cases in which work was completed:-

1 dwelling improved by the provision of a bathroom.
Grant paid £303:1s:9d.



=28~

Commen Lodeing Houses

The Harp, the only remaining common lodging house within

the district was closed and demolished during the year.

Almshouses

The sixteen dwellings comprising the Canal Side, Stermm
Street and Lynn Road almshouses contimued to be occupied during

1968.

Work on the Smedley Trust aged
vanced at the ycar end and work was

flats in King's Walk.

Rent Act, 1957

(Return for the year 1968)

1.
2.
e

da

D

10.

Numher of applications for certificates ..csesas
thamber of decisions not to issue certificates ..

I'umber of decisions to issue certificates -
(a; in respect of some but not all defects ees.
{(b)" in reaspect of all defecto ,cssnsssnsass ke

Number of undertakings given by landlords under
paragraph 5 of the first schedule .ssssssansssan

lumber of undertakings refused by local authority
under proviso to paragraph 5 of the 1st schedule

Humber of certificates issued sesesessssesssssas

Applications by landlords to local authority for
Gallﬂﬂlla'tlﬂn 'Df Cﬂl‘tifiﬂatﬂs LI R TR )

Objections by tonants to cancellation of

Gertificates @B A e EE R BT RR R PR R FRE

Decisions by local authority to cancel in spite
ﬂf tﬂnaﬂtg ijectiﬁn B e s e @RS FS G SRR E AL

Certificates cancellod by local authority .csses

persons flats was well ad-
commenced on the aged persons
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CARLVANS

Regidential

There are five licenced sites within the borough.

Ingleborough Site, Osborne Hoad. = 20 vans

Poplar Site, Osborne Road. - 6 vans
Broadway Site, Osborne Road. - 41 vans
The Grove 3ite, Magazine Lanc. - 43 vans
Lickings Drove Site. - 4 wvans

The planning permission for the use of the Ingleborough Site,
Osborne Road; as a site for residential caravans is due to expire
in March, 1969. In anticipation of this, the owner applicd for
planning poermission to continue the use of the land as a caravan
gite after this date. This was rcfuscd by the Planning authority
and the ovnor appealed to the Hinister of Housing and Local
Government against the deoision. A local inquiry was held on
24th October, the outcome of which was not to hand at the end of
the ycar.

The new licence in rospoet of the Lickings Drove site was
issued as a result of the ovmor obtaining planning pormission to
retain the vans ‘on a sitc whore theoy had becn sited unofficially
for soveral yoars. Sitc works wore not complete at the end of
the yoar.

Itinorant Caravans

Eleven scries of Council Minutes were published during 1968,
ton of which contained refercnce to itincrant caravans. 4 sufficicnt
indication that this is a problem and a talking point.

On three occasions, authority was given to sorve statutory
notices and, if uccessary, institute proceedings against scveral.
itincrant familics who come to rost rogularly within the Borough.
Some fow ratopayors have justifiable complaints. regarding the mess
created by itinerants on the fringe of the town.

A survey carricd out in January, 1968 rovealed 23 vans within
the Borough, 11 within Wisbech Rural district and 4 within Marsh-
land Rural district. From thesc statistics the County Council
became gatisfied that there is a proved nced in the Uisbech area for
a purpose-madc itinerant caravan site. A mecting took placc at the
end of May betwcon ropresentatives of the County Velfare Committee
and Health Committce of the Borough Council. Both councils accepted
a rocommondation that the County Planning Officer be instructed to
undertake, in collaboration with the appropriatc officers of both
authorities, a frasibility study regarding thc location and provision
of a permancnt caravan site in the Wisbech district to accommodate
not more than 20 families. The study continucs.
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Ttinerant Caravans cont'd seeees

The Caravan Act, 1968, with its inhercnt delaycd action
impact was recoived with mixed feocling. The Minister of Housing
and Local Government will eventually indicate when the time is
opportune to implement that part of tho Act setiing out a charter
for dealing with itincrant van dwellors.

Several visits were made to premiscs and houses in which work
is carried out.

Factorics fet, 1937 - 1959

(1) Inspections for purposes of provision as to health.

}
Promiscs Number on {Inspec-iilritten | Occupiers
Registor [tions (Notices | Prosecuted

(1) Factories in which
Secs. 1,2,3,4 and 6 are
to be cnforced by tho

local authorit¥ .eeeses 8 3 - ~

(2) Factorics not in-
cluded in (1) in which
Sac, T is cnforced by
local authority sevsses 102 15 - -

{3} Other promiscs in
which Sec. T iz enforced
by the local authority
(exeluding outworkers
|prﬁmis¢s] T e 5 3 - -

TOTALS 115 21 = =




Factorios cont'd .saeeea

(2) Outwork

3=

i i 7
| Nature of |Ho. of |iic. of Ho. of Wo. of in- {Wotices|Prose-
Work out-— cascs of Prosccu- stances of |Seorved |cutions
vorkers|default tions for iwtrk in un—
in Aug.|in scnd- |failing to! wholesome
liast ing list {supply promiscs
to Couneil {list
Making of
woaring
apparcl 2 - - - - -
Stringing
62 - - - -

. Labele

NON-INDUSTRILL PREMISES

Offices, Shops and Railway Premiscs Act, 1963

-An analysis of contraventions of the dct remedied during the year
is sct out below:-

jlhstrac-t Gf-"!-{}t [ B A B BB B BB R R OB BE R BN BN RN ORI
lack of cYEBhlinoss in DIrOMIEBOS sesseseesssssansss

-----

L0 BB B A ]

L B )

Evidonco of rooms ovororowded ssssesesesesssscssssssess

Absence of effcctive provision for sccuring and main-
taining a rcasonablc tomperaturc ssecesccscscsnsssessns
lack of vontilation ...

Insufficicnt natural or artificial lighting «esss-

@ % e @ B E RS SEEEDE EgdFa

88 883 8% 8

ORI )

Ingsufficicney and lack of elecanliness in rclation to
sanitary convenicncos

wntcr [EE N R R RN IR BRI A BT RO S R R RN R R RN L L R

AR R R R R R R E R R R R R RSB
Abscnec of accessible washing facilitios sssssssssssnses
Abscnce of conveniently accessible supply of drinking

Lack of accommodation for clothing sssssssccccasssnccsns
Neoced of suitable facilitics for sitting essssssssseccnsns
Necd to provide alternative typoe of S0ats sescessssscesne
Lack of cating facilitice in shop PromiSOS sessssssssese
Ropairs and maintenance required to fleoers, stairs and

passagos

I RN R R I B A N N

R B R R NI A R R R R R

Foneing reoquirced to oexposcd machinory ssessessssccsscces
Hced tﬂ prﬁVidC first aid quipmﬂnt R R R o e )
Inadequatc sanitary accommodation siececscscsscsvcssssss

Investigations were carricd out into.six accidents but

le.gal action was not considorcd nccossary.
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RODENT CONTROL

Routine oc Wpl“lﬂtﬁ arc dealt with by two workmon who, in
thoory, divide their timc botwoen works of sower maintenanco and
drain clcansing and the investigation and troatment of rodent
infestations.

Guitc naturally sower maintonance and the cleansing of
blocked draing roceives priority, often to the detriment of rodent
contrel work which is loft to be carried out as and whon possible,

The resulting delays in answering complaints and the sometimes
inadequate trecatment given, together with tho stcady increase-in
the rat population in the Fens lcad me to conclude that in order fo
provide more officient service the department must have the services
of a full time rodent operator.

The public health inspectors assist the oporators whon nccessary
and advise on trecatment of difficult infestations.

Prevention of Damage by Pests fcts 1949
Return for the year 1968

I
i { Typc of Property
| b -
. Non-Agricultural | Agricultural
L]

(1) Number of proporties in

local authorities districts 7,006 96

(2) Total number of proper—

tics inspccted as a result

of notifications: 261 9

Y B GSl rdfbp  T 212 9

Number infestced bys TRES 49 i

(3) mtal number of proper- .

ties inspectod for rats andfor

mico for rceasons other than

notifications - 250 16

Rats 0

humba ad g

Humber infosted by i oo 10 g
|
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VISDECH PORT HEALTH AUTHORITY

Routine inspections of cargo vessels arriving at the port were
made during the ycar to detoermine whother thoy held a valid De-
ratting Ccortificate as demanded by tho International Sanitary
Roegulations and, in many cascse,; an inspcction of the crows quarters
was also undertaken. In casos where the cortificatc had, or was
about to expire, new certificates worce issucd following a thorough
examination. of the vessel. Ninetecn Deratting Exemption Certificates
were issucd.

Hany vessols, cspecially the tankors, visited the port scveral
times during the yocar and; in thosc cascs, only occasional inspec-
tions werc madc.,

Amount of shipping cntering the district during the year.

Ships from Humber Tonnago Number inspected Iumber of ships
by the by the reported as hav-
P.H.I. M.0.H. ing, or having
had, during voy-
agoy infectious
discasc on board

Foreign 60,500 N.R. o -
Ports 301 140,000 Cargo 92 il il

Coastwisc 16,837 N.R. : .
] Hi
0 49,721 Cargo  1? o t

77,387 N.R. i :
Total 361 190,131 Cargo 107 Nil Hil

Character of shipping and trade during the year.

Pagsongoer Traffic: Number of passengers - Inwards ... Nil
- Qutwards .. MNil

Cargo Traffic: Principal imports: Potroloum, timber, potash,
maize and fortilisors.

Principal Exports: Barley, pocas, bocans, bricks
and oats.

Principal ports from which ships arrives

Immingham, Rotterdam, Amsterdam, intwerp, Thames, Wismar, Gdansk,
Karlshamm, Kristinenstad, Boston, Leningrad, Hamburg and Hull.
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