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REFORT OF THE MBDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FOR THE YEAR 1966

To the liayor; Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough of Wisbech.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I present for your consideration the Armual Report on the Fublic
Health of the Borough for the year endingz 31st December, 1966,

It is, I think, very significant that lung cancer is now in
Wisbech, the second commonest cause of death in people under 65
years, This is largely a preventable disease and, the fact that
gmokking is the most important factor in its causation i= now
widely recognised. Surely, it is a measure of the power of
tobacco over the personality, that so many, otherwise responsible
people, continue to risk so much for the addictive satisfactions
of smoking.

During this year the County Council stated that,in its view,
the fluoride content of the drinking water of the district should
be 1 part per million. Vhile I am glad to be able to report this
advancey, it must be realised that such a statement of principle
is a very long way from the practical reality, but hope that this
lead from County Council level will be taken up by District Water
Authorities in the areaz.

I would like to record my gratitude to lir. Brook and the
whole staff of the Public Health Department for their help and
co-operation at all times. The Chairman and liembers of the
Public Health Committee have always shown deep interest in the
work of the department and this I very much appreciate.

I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

2. DORBLN C. INARDIN 11.B.,Ch«B.,D.C.He.

liadical Officer of Health.
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GoNIAL STATISTICS

Ares of HOTOREN A CisrAancansssssans T esiTeiees- 1,666 aCTER

Estimated resident peopulation mid-1966 17,410
mid-1965 17,500

Sum realised by a penny rate & 34257

Rateable value £337,448

Tumber of inhabited houses 5,792

VITAL STATISTICS

Live Births - 292 *¥iisbech Soroush Administra- Zngland
i F Dirth Rate (adjusted) tive County and iales
Dotal 156 136 17427 1547 17.7

Le;itimate: 144 124
Illezitimate: T2

irea Comparability Factor (Births) - 1.03

5ti11 Births - 3 **iisbach Borough Adninistra- BEagland
B F . 5till 3irth Rate tive County and izles

Total Sl # 10,17 1543 154

Lesitimate: 2 1

Illegitimate: O 0

Deatas - 248 *#fisbhecli Borouch Administre—~ England

(21l Cauges) 1 F Death Rate (adjusted) Zive County and .ales
Total 130 118 11.+15 10.4 11.7
Area Comparahility Factor (Deaths) - 0.78

Deaths (Fresmency, Childbirth and Abortion) - O

Deaths (Infants under 1 year of age) - 11

nm,

*o%# isbech Jorouch Infant Administra- sng” and

i & |Hortality Rate tive County and Vales
Lfotal NG 37.617 14.9 19,0
Legitimate: 5 6

Illegitimate: O O

Deaths of infants in 1st week of life - 5 DBarly leonatal liortality Rate-17.12
Deaths of infants from 1 to 4 weels - 2 lieonatal liortality Rate =24
Deaths of infanis from 4 weeks to 1 year - 4 Perinatal ilortality Rate -27.12

1OT3: * Birth rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident mid-1966 population;
bs ** Rate per 1,000 births (Live and 5till);
*#% Death rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident mid-1966 ponulation;
*##* Deaths of infants under {1 year, per 1,000 live births, )
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Vital Statistics cont'd .seeese

Causes of Deaths of Children under 1 year

Frematurity ceessesscsesvscsnnnnes
Acute Adrenal Atroph¥ scsseencnsss
Asphyxias Cord round neck seseesse
Pﬂ&mnia T T T
Congenital lalformations seescesss
Heart Disease and Convulsions ssss

Deaths form Cancer (all ages) - 44

Live Birth, 8till Girth, Death and Infant Mortality
Rates during past six years

1961 [1962 | 1963 {1964 | 1965 | 1566

Live Birth Rate

isbech Dorough 12,570 17.66 | 16.81 | 19,28 | 16,59 | 17.27
Cambs. and Isle of Ely { 16.94|16.49 | 16.58 | 18.06 [ 16.3 | 15.7

England and Wales 17«4 | 18 1842, 11845 | | 181 L. 1Te7

otill Birth Rate

Wisbech Borouch 6470 13.6 | 6,94 | 15.01 113,98 | 10,17
Cambs. and Isle of Sly | 17.78{13.51 | 19 15.54 | 10.T | 153

England and 7ales 19.1 }18.1 | 172 | 16,4 | 15.8 | 15.4

Death Rate

iiisbech Borouzh 13«11/ 14.64 | 10 10,12 | 9.55 ¢} 11.15
Cambs. and Isle of Zly | 10.89} 11,35 | 11.68 | 10,99 | 9.8 | 10.4

England and Wales 12 1129 {12.2 [ IPe30IE4145 51911 T

Infant lortality Rate

Wisbech Borouch 3.25] 22.58 | 35 21.34 | 24.82 | 37.67
Cambs. and Isle of Zly | 14.T3| 37 12248 | 18431 | 156 | 1449
England and ‘fales 21,6 1207 121.1 |19.9 |19 18.9
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G_olAal woDICAL STRVICSS

Cambridgeshire and Isle of Ely 16 Station Road,
Executive Council: Cambridge.
Clerk: ' F.G. Lloyd Leq.
Zast Anglian Resional Hostital Board: Union Lane,
Chesterton,
Cambridze.
Senior Administrative l.edical Officer: Dr. J«Bs Ewen.

) florth Cambridgeshire Hospital, \isbech.

) Clarkson Hospital, 7isbech.

g Liemorial Hospital, Peterborough.
aAddenbroolkes Hospital, Cambridge.

) Doddington Hospital, Doddington.,

) Barton Road Hospital, Wisbech. (aged Sick)

(a) General: (1
(2
(3
(4
(5
(6
(v) Haternity:(1) Bowthorpe Haternity Home, iisbech.
A1l primiparous mothers may be confined in hospital and
other mothers may be admitted for obstetric abnormality.

A few mothers are admitted for very difficult social
circumstances.,

(c) Infectious(1) Isclation Heospital, Peterborcugh.
Digeases: (2) Hardwick Isclation Hospital, King's Lymn.

(d) Tuberculosis:

The area chest physician holds a weckly clinic at Forth
Cambridgeshire Hospital, .istech.

In-patient accommodation is provided through the Zast
Anglian Regional Hospital Board.

(e) ilental Illness:

Accormodation is provided (threugh the Zast Anglian
Regional Hospital Board) usually in Fulbourne Hospital.
This is arranged directly by the Local General rracti-
tioners.

(£f) VenerealDisease:

(1; Addenbrookes Hoepital, Cambridge.

(2) Peterborough liemorial Hospital, Peterborough.
(3) Vest Horfolk and King's Lynn Hospital.

(g) lledical Zquipment Services:

ledical Sguipment ie provided on loan by the St. John's
Ambulance Division and the Red Oross Iledical Loan Depot
by arrangement with the County Council.
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COUNTY ITOUICAL SERVICES

(a) Midwifery, General Sick and Public Health Hursing:

(v)

(c)

(a)

The nursing staff is employed by the Cambridgeshire and
Isle of Ely County Council either directly or by arrange=-
ment with the County liursing Association under the
lational Health Service Act, 1946.

Two full time midwives and relief midwives are gualified
to administer gas/air analgesia, pethedine and trilene
and the necessary machines approved by the Central Lid-
wives Board are available for their use.

Aambulance and Hospital Car Servicei

Cn 28th February, 1966 a new radio-controlled ambulance
system came into being. There is now one ambulance
control centre at llarch which directs ambulances and
hospital cars with speed and economy to the points where
they are required., ias part of the overall scheme 3
ambulances are stationed at ‘‘isbech and there are 11
other ambulances throuzshout the llorthern area of the
County.

Infant and Child Welfare:

The Infant and Child ‘elfare Clinic¢c in the Horsefair is
held twice weekly on .ednesday and rfriday afterncons.

The midwives hold an Antenatal Clinie for expectant
mothers who are to be confined at home.

ochool Hinor Ailments (linig:

County Clinic; The Horsefair, Visbech.

Home Help Service:

Available for confinements, cases of illness and for
social reasons in the aged.

LADORATORY SERVICLS

Public Health Laboratory Service,
Peterborough and District Hemorial Hospitel,
ilidland Road,

Peterborough.

(Director: Dr. J. Glencross)

Public Analyst,

The Laboratory,

Tenison Road,

Cambridge.

(S. Greenburgh P.H.D., B.Sc., F.R.I.C.)
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OTHIR SERVICES

Health Education

4ll primiparous women are given the opportunity of attend-
ing relaxation and mother and baby care classes during their
pregnancy. ISecognised VWomen's liesetings e.g. Church Groups and
vomen's Rural Institute lieetings occasionally ask for a speaker
on Health Educaticn and such requests are readily complied with
by the Public Hezlth Department.

Lectures on food hygiene and the work of the department
have been given by lir. Brook and his staff to students at the
Iele of ily Colleges

lweals on Wheels:

for some years now, the iomens Voluntary Service has pro-
vided "leals on \hecls" service for the aged on two days each
week. This plays an important part in helping to prevent
deterioration of health in the wery old who live by themselves.
The food is cooked at The Metal Box Company Canteen and a very
small charge is made to the recipients.

IHFSCTIOUS DISZASES

Diphtheria Immunisstion:

liumber of children under the age of 1 year who
have completed a full course of immmnisation
against Diphtheria during the year sssessssss 98
Between the ages of 1 and 4 Fears ssessscasess 146
between the ages of 5 and 14 YearS sesssssnansas 42
BOOBLOTE ssesssssnansssnssnnssssssnnsensnnasns 319

Notifiable Infecticus Diseases - 1966 Total cases
Hotified

Emﬂllpﬂx N R N
Scarlet Fever seesessssssancscsnsosscsssnsenne
Diphtheria secsssssssssssansssssnssssssansnssans
PHOUMONLE ssssvsensssssssonssssnssnnasnasnasns
Drysipelas sessecessssssssssscssnsssncsnsancsnns
Puerperal nyﬂziﬂ R N A A
interic Fever scesscasss tsessesanssnssssasanas
Heas8le8 cerussssnnerssnssesonssassensrsansaneas
Whooping Coufh seecsssssrenssssncssncssnsancas
TEratfphﬁid Fever s e e FE BT EEEREIEIEE E BN s a
Ophthalmia [Teonatorum sesecssssesveasvsssssnses
Acute PGliﬂmYﬁlitis A R R
Food Polsoning «efesscssssss aiam e b LR .
Dyeentoly cssesnssssssns sarsrssnssnesynnmrness
Chiﬂkanpﬂx R T T NN R
Infective Hepatitis seescesevesssnansnnnnanssns

o

L
[ ]
-] ek [ QOO =0 0= 0D

-
=
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Hotifications of Tuberculogis:

l'ew Cases

Age Feriods Fulmonar Ilon=Pulmonary

ek T | O C 0 0]

N 0 0 0 0

- 15 0 o) 0 0

- 25 O 0 0 0

- 45 1 0 0 0

- 65 and over (8} 0 0 0
Age unknown 0 0] 0 0
TOTAL 1 0 0 0

CAUSES OF DRATHS - 1966

=
bea

Total

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculosis, other escesssss Sinih e bk e
Syphilitiﬂ Dj.EEa-ﬂ-E R BB BB B R E R S B EE
Diphtheria sisesassnssssssrsnssnscnnes
Whooping Cough ssvsasn terssssasansanas
lleningococaal Infection seceessecscnss
Acute Foliomyelltis weissssssnsneses ‘ee
T | A o R el
Other Infective & Farasitic diseases .
malignant leoplasm; stomach sesesccses
Balignant liecplasm,; lung, bronchus ...
lalignant Neoplasm; breast «ciscessses
walignant lNeoplasmy UTEXYUS sseswsassss
Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasmsig
L&iﬁﬁaemiﬂj aleulaemia cesrsercassansan 1

TH ADET OB s wonniern bk acmosie s wosiniga e <50
Vascular lesions of nervous system ...14 1
Cﬂl‘ﬂl‘lary disease, ansina illlll—ilillllza 1
Hypertension with heart disesa8e eseses 2
Other heart disease ¢-i--|tqii--i--l-1.-l1? 1
Other circulatory disease esessssssssss 3

TN BINER el arnts siate son nidcnrs aihia e uriar oy A0
Prneumonia sessssssssvnsinsssensssssassll 1
-Brl:'n::hit’ia W FE S R R R AR R RS
Other diseases of »apiratory systen .
Ulcer of the stomach and ducdenum ss..
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea ...
ITephI'itiE arnd nep]’_‘I‘ﬂSiS R
Hyperplasia of prostate sscescvscccsss
Pregnancyy childbirth, abortion sess..
Congenital malformations scesssancssns
Other defined & ill-defined diseases .
iiotor vehicle accidents sessseesvevses
All other accidents .sieeveceresnsncaane
E'U‘.j-ﬂj.de Bk @ A ks EEEEE R AR F R R R RR
Homicide and operations of War seceess

slols: - SeloleofelalslelcRa |

hd
M2 O=fta-gmOoc o000 00

1

.

OO = 0002 O =21wh OWwO O el O 0= EiwwNOoOOoO OO 00 OO0
ra
Qo= RNOILW O M= N =g

‘6 O =M N O R O

118 248

—

iIGIIﬁIﬁ R F RS RS E A
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Deaths from Selected Causes during the years 1960 to 1966

L . r
1960t1961 1562 11963 1964 119651966
Lung Cancer 3 f 7 8 B |5 g | 11(6)*
iiotor Vehicle Accidents 2 1 il 2 4 (9] 2
All other accidents 3 6 ) 5 4 8 4(2)*
| Suicide 3k Rylotdmilyd (42 g tudlaptln)*
POTALS 111716 |'25 |17} 21| 20'f "20(9)*
e | ] e

I draw your attention to these causes of death as being
espentially preventable. The number of deaths from lung
cancer, of course, gives no indication of the number of
cases diagnosed and successfully treated.

(# Fumbers in brackets are under 65 years old.)

b
e
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RUFORT OF THD CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSEZCTOR
POR THZ YRAR 1966

To the Jorshipful the ifayor, Alderman and Councillors of the
Borough of Uislech.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my tenth Annual Report. It is
pleasing to be able tc atate that work has continued in all fields
of environmental health with the assistance of an unchanged staff,.

The elimination of unfit dwelling housea continued within the
recognised programme. It is opportune to give a reminder that, in
my opinion, there is very little difference in the remaining seven
hundred or so houses left in the clearance programme. Therefore,
any decision to speed up clearance will be justified. It may be
geignificant to observe that the rate of completion of new municipal
houses, to let, is closely in line with the number of houses
demolished.

Constant liaison has been maintained with food handlers and
processors., Une becomes increasingly aware of the intense activity
in the food industry. It is abundantly clear that more housewives,
caterers and institutions are anxious to allow some outside agency
take the donkey work out of food preparation. The Borough Council
are thus faced with a duty to maintain vigilance over the develop-
ment of hygienic practices and zlso to deal with the vast problems
of the disposal of solid and liquid wastes inherent in modern food
processing. Local slaughterhouses provide facilities for the
Borough and surrounding area, whilset meat is also extensively
distributed from the towm to depots up to two hundred miles distant.
Contact has been maintained with the growing business of exporting
grain through the port.

Our proud heritage of clean air did not avoid attention.
Particular attention has been paid to observations of boiler
chirmmeys serving factories and horticultural premises. The
Borough Council has set a fine example in the domestic field
by installing smokeless -appliances in all their new development.

The Department iz responsible for many items of miscellaneous
legislation. Frevious rejorts have carried brief mention of the
licensing of gangmasters. The Agricultural Gange Act, 1867 placed
the duty of licensing gangmasiers ("one who hires children, young
persons or women with a view to their being employed in agricul-
tural labour on lands not in his own occupation") on two or more
justices, but later licensing fell on the local authority. Recent
legislation has eliminated the need to licence gangmasters.

Liay I thank the Chairman and Committee members for their
interest and guidance and my Colleagues for their co-operation.
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I am lir, ilayor, Ladies and CGentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,
D. BROOK, F.A.P.H.I.

Chief rFublic Health Inspector.

PUBLLIC HEALTH INSP.CTICITS OF DISTRICT

PUSLIC HEALTH ACTSs

HOUSLIG ACTS:

FOOD AND_DRUGS ACT:

REGT alTs
————— - —

SHOPS ACT:

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATL-
LAY PREISLS ACT:

FACIORIZES ACT:

200 ANTEALS ACL ALD AV TUAL
BOARDING EOTABLISIIEGTS ACT:

CLZAN AIR ACT:
RODELT CONTRCL:
PORT HIALTH ARTZA:

HOLSE ADATEIRIT ACT:

Complaints = Housing sesvsevsvens

Other sisaasissassen
Drains inspected and tested saese
sewer Connections and revisits ..
CATAVAVIE covsevtonosnitesansssnns
Filthy and Verminous Fremises «..
Infectious Discases sesearsscsnse

Inspected and recorded esseesesse
Aousing Applications sisesscassns
Inprovement Grants sssseesvasnns

Slaughterhouses {Hygiene and
Cruelty)eeces
Food Hygziene Visits ssssssssssens
Mood Preparation Premises seeesses
Ice Cream PremiBges .csversessrasns
Dairy Promises eescsccesse e
Larket Stalla csesnnssnessnnse iy
Unsound Food Visite scissessasss
Wiolesale Food Auctions seessssee

Inﬂp&ﬂtiﬂnﬂ S8 8 B4 T 8BS HEEE P BB
InEchtiﬂns B E R E R R RN R W EAGRRER RN

Inspections and revisite cececesns

InEPectiﬂnB e @ E R EDEE R EEE AR E R RS

InE;EGtiUnﬂ R R R N R R

Inspections and Observations ssss
Inspections sesssvesvavrsaneorsrse
Ingpactlons ..crvasavanisswnsvsss
Inspections ssssessssssnssnnsssns

InB:jEﬂ'-biﬂnE w R R R R R a R R RS

80
344
93
52
45

197
8

150
10
35

[



JATIZR SUPPLY

The Borough of ‘isbech is a constituent authority of the
Wwisbech and District Jater Board and a mains water supply is
available to almost every dwelling-house in the Lorough.

The supply is obtained from shallow bore holes and the
river Nar at darham, liorfolk and has always been satisfactory
in quality after initial treatment at the source. A new
service reservoir with a capacity of 5 million gallons was
brought into operation during 1966 and this acts as a balancing
reservoir to maintain pressure at times of heavy demand. It is
anticipated that the new bore holes at Beechamwell will be in
use by the end of 1967 and should improve supplies so that no
restrictions on the use of water will be necessary during the
summer months.

The water is not liable to have any plumbeo solvent effect
and no contamination has occurred which called for special
action by the department.

The number of houses in the Dorough without an internal
piped supply is 16, a reduction of T from last year.

Town: Q Rural areas: T
Of these houses, 3 are vacant and awaiting demolition, 2
are in confirmed Clearance Areas and 5 are in the slum clearance

programne for the next 5 years.

Examination of .ater supoly

The lianager of the liisbech and District liater Board has
made available regsular monthly summaries of routine bacteriolo-
gical samples taken in the Borough in addition to which the
department has submitted water samples to the Public lHealth
Laboratory, Peterborough for examination.

The samples taken by the Public Health Inspectors included
mains water from houses, offices, caravan sites, shops, public
taps and port hydrants.

Raw Vaters (at source)

iio. of Coliforms
- A A samples legative Positive
‘‘ater DBoard
Bacteriological 146 134 12

The Water Doard carried out 12 chemical analyses of
rainwater at the source and these were satiefactory.



-12m

Sxamination of Water Supply cont'd eeee-s
Treated Waters

P re———

Samples Results
Submitted | Satisfactory |Unsatisfactory

7ater DBoard
Chemical 113 113 il
Bacteriological 684 683 1

Fublic Hezlth Dept.
Bacteriological 42 42 il

Extensions to Hains

Chivers Hartley ilain 105 yards of 15" A.C.

Yy eyl St [k T

E i fl 9!1 A.C.
S5t. liartins Road 100, " L % Ll S
Balding & Mansell Fire Hain it SR L e e ST T (8
Lxtension at Railway Road 0= gl Biis QUAPINLO .
Stow Road/Fundrey Road [ L R LR L e
Llizabeth Terrace kg R L U R LT S
Aged Persons Home, 4 A L LR - s -5 £ 0
Kirkgate Strest 1200 W we TPV G.
Kirltgate Street 67 i 4 N BYN.O.
4204 M o ed" BV 0

Total main laid 1,645 yards

l'ew Connections made
in the Dorough
during the year 1866 = 68
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Typical Chemical Analysis
Tapwater Oth December, 1966, 2.20 p.m.

Bacteriolorical HResults

mumnsr of bacteria rrowing on agar per ml. in 24 hours

a't S‘TG LR R R R oA FE LSRR R AR DR R R R R R E SR oa

~umber uf cacte;la groving on agar per ml, in 72 hours
at EDG_EEG & A" 8B R BE # ¥ & 8 ®F 5 B2 A ® & F 3 AR AR LSRR

Gﬂlifﬂrm cc‘mt per 100 i-l.‘-lli F N SRR R R R E R R R R EE

Bauc‘tl culilﬂﬂmt I"B: 1[}{:] E-L- R & RS FE R A E R R

Physical Characteristics

Appearance .... Clear and bright PHe sescasssasscans
T‘Ehiﬂit.}r L E_il ':}'liﬂ‘llr @B RS
Gﬂlﬂur EEEEREE Eil Taﬂtﬂ T E R R R

Chemical results expressed in parts psr million

T e ek e e L T e S s
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 27°C <.....
Armoniacal nitrﬂéaﬂ W E R e R R R B BB AR BRSSO
Albuminoid Nitrogen sesesesnsscrrssssrovsssarsessnnes
Hitrate NItTONEN (oo asanne sinnsise was saitse ki WAL ik i ik
EEitrite nitrﬂgen R R &S RS R F SR EN e R R SRS E AR
Alkalinity as 03603 ............ A, i Rt T A AL AR
Hardness as (aCO3:

'Pc't-ﬂ.l ® % @ & & 5@ B F RS R RS E R R

Cartonate {tomDOTATY) sasesasssssssssa

llon-carbonate (perconent) seveccsesss .
Residual chlorine senesssegasacssasrasansasnasantans
8T e A B e R R P R i o e e R A e b e e B
o G in B T P Sl e o b SR
Ualcium [ca} # 8 8 8 % 6 B F B FE SRR F RS EE R R R R R F e @

Irﬂn {FC} @6 A R R R R R R E R R R D B R E B R R A AR R E R R R
llﬂﬂl’lﬂﬂ-ilﬂﬂ 115} @ B B @ Ba o A @ @ B8 O S BB S B d B E RS E R "R E N
__E,IIGE.HEEE J.ln) BB BT R R DSBS (R B BB B B B R BN R R ] ']

Lead (Fb) seess R SR R S i
ST LR e e e e e R e TR
gt e T m S e A e L Rl N A TSl il L
oilica {5102} T T T T T
Sulph&t& (504} ----- GeawE e e bEa e Fo s EmEm o e R R s e
Carbonate {LD3} P e o S, S iraen
Ch-lgriﬁe (Gl} R R E g ok s k& RS R BRSSO E R E SRS g E
Fluﬂridﬂ (F} R AR R N N R N ]

General Remarks

7.1
I'il
il

272
210
62
0.15
350
Hil
103.8
0.002
313
il
7il

ot examined

Fil
7.0
447
126
30.5
0.05

The above results indicate a water pure and wholesome in
character. It is suitable both chemically and bacteriologically

as a public sunply for drinking and domestic purposes.

J.5. Collins
Chenist and Dacteriologist

isbech and District /ater Board
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OWLLITHG BATHS

The Borcugh Council own and operate at Crabmarsh an
unheated open air swimming pool with a capacity of 120,000
gallona., The source of the water used in the bath is the
mains subddly of the ‘/isbech and Distriet Tiater Beard and the
treatment is by a Pell Bros. sand filter using soda and
alumina prior to filtration and chlorination. The water in
the bath is circulated once every 8 hours.

Three school swimming pools continued to operate during
the sunmer nonths 25 follows:i-

Peckover School 18,000 gals. Cloth filters
Queen's Boys' School 6,000 gals. Sand filter
Queen's Girls' behool 39,000 gals. Diatomite filter

All of the school pcols use hypochlorite solutions for
sterilising the water.

As in pravious years, close liaison was maintained with
pool operators and essistaice given where problems arose. In
the case of the Crabmarsh pool the chlorination plant btroke
dovm and it was necessary to adopt a makeshift arrangement
to dripfeed hypochlorite sclution into the pool and our
experience of the use of hypochlorites in school pools proved
useful.

It was also necessary to chlorinate; by hand, at the
Gueen's Girls' School when the hypochlerite pump became
faulty end difficulty was experienced in getting a faulty
filter repaired.

Liy .Lhanks are once more due to iir. John Collins, the
chemist of the .fisbech and Digtrict tlater Board for his advice :
and assistance on the problems that arose.

sample Results

Pool samnles Results
Submitted | Satisfactory |Unsatisfactory
Crabmarsh 12 8 4
Peckover School 6 6 0
Queen's Boys' School 10 9 1
Queen's Girls School 8 8 0
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ol DRAGE AVD SEVAGE DISPOSAL

Ihe last section of the South ‘ard Sewerage Scheme was
completed. Attention was directed to ensuring all propertiocs
in the built up area and industrial estate within the South
Ward were connected to the sewers. Zight dwellinghouses and
one commercial establishment remasin to be dealt with. Historically
I would be remiss in omitting mention of the trade effluent from
the laundry in Zlm Low Road. The premises are now connected to
the sewer. Io longer will the hot effluent be discharged intec the
bed of the Canal. A satisfactory end to years of uneasiness.

Sawa?age facilities remain absent from an important part of
the Vest Vard, Forth of the River. The possibilities of commect-
ing this area to the existing sewerage system are remote,

The need remains for an efficient sewage disposal system to
deal effectively with seyage from all domestic, commercial and
business premises. The local canmning industry exagerate this
particular reguirement.

The Borough Council is not alone in facing the problem of
additional sewerage and sewvage disposal. The neighbouring rural
authorities of :.arshland and 'isbsch have exactly the same needs.

During the year the Council instructed liessrs. Binney and
Partners, Consulting ingineers to prepare a comprehensive report
to show the sewerage and sewage disposal requirements of the
Borough, bearing in mind the sewage flows which may be accepted
from parts of the Rural Districts of liarshland and ‘/isbech.

The prospects of a regional scheme looms on the horizonz - a
public health advance and an end to parochialism.

In the intervening years; day to day problems arise. The
disposal of cesspool contents into the sewsr off thellorth Brink
brings unpleasant odours to a neighbourhood designed to attract
the eye. This facility is used at times now by the 'lisbech
Rural District. Difficulty has been experienced in dieposing
of sludge from the partial treatment works.

ROFUSS COLLCTION AND DISIOSAL

A resular weekly collecticn is maintained throughout the
district, metal dustbins are in general use for refuse storage,
as provided by the different owners. Dins are usually 2% cubic
feet capacity or less. Dulky packaging and a gradual reduction
in the number of open fireplaces creates a scene of overspill at
many properties., Sooner or later the storage of refuse will be
part of the municipal service. To adopt such system may ensure
dustless loading of vehicles.
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Hefuse Collection and Disposal cont'd eseeee

All refuse is disposed of by means of controlled tipping
at sites up to five miles distant along the disused '/isbech
Canal under the joint arrangements operated by the Dorougzh
Council together with Larshland and Visbech Rural District
Councils. Covering material is excavated from the Canal by
means of a dra;line and spread over the exposed surfaces of
the refuse using a tracked dozer. Iliore commercial and indus-
trial firms made use of the tipping facilities.

Additional collection of refuse is arranged, where essential,
at the Tollowing rates:-

16/0d. per hour using tractor and trailer;
3ﬂfﬂd. per hour using refuse collecting wvehicle.

Charges for direct disposal at the tip face are:-
5/0d, for a load of one ton;

7/6d. for a lozd of two tons;

9/0d. for a load of three tons;

10/6d. for a load of four tonsj

12/0d. for a load of five tons. (maximum)

Yo charge to be made for loads of hardeore and/or soil.

PUBLIC CODVIITENCES

oituation omen lien
Hallg, R Urinals

Barton Road
Cattle llarket
Horgefair
iiarket Place
Hount Pleasant
Forfolk Street
Forwich Heoad
01d Larket
The Park

o led P L DD P L PO =
PP = A — o = =% =k
vl e =] O PO

oeven of the nine conveniences are either fairly modern or
are adeguate in construction and facilities. There may be a
case for retaining the temporary arrangements on the Horsefair,
pending redevelopment. The out moded conveniences in Barton
Road playing fields could now be done away with.
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PERSONAL CLEANSING

Two persons wers treated at the Cleansing Station.

. Di?infection and disinfestation of bedding and clothing
is carried out when necessary by arrangement
of the Clarkson Hospital.

with the engineer

Tgrminal disinfection of rooms after infectious disease
is available when requested.

MILK

Registration and Licensing

There are 24 names on the Register of

milk and 4 premises registered as Dairies.

Bacteriological Ixamination of uilk

101 samples of milk were submitted to

laboratory, Peterborough for examination.

Digtributors of

the Public Health

|- e s

Turbidity

Type of lio. of |..ethylene 1Pﬁaéph£¥§ée Biolozical
ilk samples |Blue Test Test Tezt Test

oat. |Unsat.}Sat. |[Unsat.| Sat. |Unsat Sat. {Unsat.
Untreated 20 16k B 0 0 0 o | 18 0
Pasteurised T4 62 1 T4 0 0 0 0 0
Sterilised 5 O 0 0 5 0 o} 0
Cream (o) 2 2 | O 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 101 78 3 75—! 0 5 0 {18 | ©

= = e -

Untreated Milk

Of the 20 samples submitted, 4 liethylene Blue Tesis were

declared void.

The biological tests showed no evidence of Tuberculosis
or Brucella in any of the 20 samples but, in 2 cases, the milk

showed slight growth of Staph. aureus.

In both cases the in-

formation was pacced onto either the Fublic Health Authority
concerned or the Divisional Veterinary Officer for action.
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Wil cont'd «.
Pasteurised Lilk

[ ]

There were eleven occasions when the lHethylene Blue Test
was declared veid and,in one case, the sample failed to satisfy
the test. +This sample was one of a fresh delivery of one pint
bottles and no explanation for the failure was found. Hepeat
samples proved satisfactory.

Cream

Both samples of pasteurised cream failed to satisfy the
llethylene Blue Test, possibly due to the test being not
particularly suitable for cream.

As the producer was in another distriet, the Public Health
Inspector of that authority was requested to inveatigate the

matter.

It would appear desirable for a reliable test to be in-
troduced to judge the cleanliness and keeping quality of cream.

liilk Bottles

During the year 8 batches of washed milk bottles were
gsubmitted for a check on the efficiency of the bottle washing
nlant.

In each case the reports were satisfactory.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND LEAT INs T CTION

Three licensed slaughterhouses continued to operate through-
out the year.

liumber of Animals Slaughtered since
"Appointed Dey" - 1st January, 1961

Year Pattle Calves | Sheep 'Piga incl. | Total number of
including and | Sows and animals expressed
Cows L | Lambs | Boars in Cattle Units

1961 1,774 15 24554 9,650 15115

1962 2,072 16 2,384 95538 75323

1963 25392 D 25739 9,689 7,785

1964 6,864 11 Ty220 95701 13,202

1965 8,529 23 4,597 10,893 14,899

1966 95693 47 41599’ 10,674 15,959
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Slaughterhouses and lieat Insoection cont'd eeeees

The above table shows an overzll increase in throughput
of 5%, made up principally by a 13% increased throughput of
cattle. Throughput of lambs, sheep, pigs and sows remaining
prictically constant, along with an insignificant number of
Calves.

The private slaughterhouse in Tinkers Drove, the subject
of prolonged purchase procedure under Part V, Housing Act, 1957,
is likely to discontinue operations in 1967. In November, 1966
The lLands Tribunal considered reference by consent of the matter
of compensation in mspect of 4.3 acres of land lying betwesn
Tinkers Drove and llzterlees Road, comprising pasture land,
licensed slaughterhouse, loose boxes, lairage, yards, house and
bungalow. The findings were published in December, 1966,

Pig lairages were reconstructed at the slaughterhouse in
0il kill Lane.

liew lairages are in course of construction at the Abattoir,
The Chase. Alterations and adaptations are lilely to continue
at these premises for two years. The operating company purchased
adéitional land and buildings on the Vest Side of the existing
curtilage, on which will be located a frozen meat depot.

Hours of slaughter renzined very even, ionday to Saturday,
with slight extensions of normal worliing hours. There has been
no need to scek compulsory measures to fix hours of slaughter.

Casualty animals present a constant problem. The proprietors
of the Abatteir, The Chase now insist that each casualty animal must
be accompanied by a veterinary certificate, complete with a state-
ment concerning the application of drugs.

Evidence of tuberculosis was confined to pigs, presumably
of avian origin. All cases were localised.

The incidence of parasites involving the rejection of livers
remains high. The lesions in pizs have been showm to local br eders,
B T encourage reduction of round worm. Cattle present more. problems
in that the infestation may have commenced in the young animal, say
in Ireland, continued on pasture land in ‘iales and Anglesey and so on.

I'o slaughterhouse has facilities for sterilizing unfit meat
and offal. Consequently such products are stained and removed
by & contractor to be sterilized - perhaps a reasonable com-
promise between public health and economic considerations.

i considerable guantity of meat and offal is distributed
from Wisbech to depots east of a line from Liverpcol to Bourne-
mouth. There has been a high standard of maintenance and clean-
liness displayed by tie vehicle operators and there has been an

apparent absence of spoilage.
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Slaushterhouses and lleat Inspection cont'd sev...
Licences to Slaurhter and Stun Animals

17 persons were licenced to slaughter and stun animals.

Knackers Yard

There is no Xnackers Yard within the Borough, although
two such prenises are available within 10 miles of ‘isbech.

Humber of Animals Slaushtered during the year
ending 31st December, 1965

logis and Cysticercosis

Cattle |[Cows [Calves Sheep|Pigs |Sows
excluding and and
% Cows Lambs Doars
Tumber killed 9,680 13 47 145599195551 1,123
Humber inspected 9,680 13 4T 144599195551 11,123
ill diseases except Tuber-
culesis and Cysticercosis:
wiole carcases condemned 3 2 6 4 12 10
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemmed 2,080 ) 17 186! 512 46
Eercéﬁ%aga of the number in-
spected afTected with di- _
gsease other than Tubercu- 21455 61.5% | 48.9%| 4.1%| 5.5%| 4.95%

Tuberculosis only:

‘fhole carcases condemnad = - - e

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

12

—— - y— -

fercentaze of the number
inspected affected with
Tuberculosis - = - -

0.125

Cysticercosis:
Carcases of which some part 10

|_or orcen wes condemned SO I
Carcases submitied to treat- 4 i ) N ¥ At
|_ment by refrigeration
Generalised and totally 4 o = i o o
condenmed
Total number of animals slaughtereds: EZLglé
fuantities Condermed:  Tuberculosis 183 1bs.
Other Diseases 36,332 lbs.
36 ¥ 51 1bs .
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POULTRY INSZECTION

During 1966 there were three premises in the Dorough
where poultry processing was regularly carried on. Two of
these were small operators averaging about 20 btirds per
week for local trade and cne killed a quantity of birds
for freezing, especially near Christmas. The total kill
amounted to only about 5,000 birds per year, the majority
being hens.

Occasional visits were made to these premises but no
birds were conderned as unfit for human consumption.

Two of the premises are not now used for poultry

processing and the remaining one is vigited each time
poultry dressing takes place,

COLMPLAINTS OF UNoATISFACTORY FOOD

During 1966 the department dealt with 10 formal complaints
relating either to inferior quality of food,or, unfitness of
food.

In respect of a complaint of the sale of a mouldy ginger
cake, the facte were reported to the Council who instructed
the Town Clerk to warn the firm concerned that a repatition
of the offence would result in legal proceedings being taken.

The followring matters were investigated by the public
health inspectors who, after investigation, were satisfied
that either no offence was comitied or that the firms con-
cerned had talten all possible steps to prevent a recurrence
of the offence and that legal proceedings were not warranted
in these cases:-

Discolouration of contents in tin of tomatoess
Damaged tin of corned heef,

Cheese spread alleged to be hard and not spreadable;
louldy Angel Cake;

Inferior quality spring onions;

Sale of meat alleged to be unfitg

Iiouldy sliced bread;

HRancid and mouldy cheessej

Sale of meat alleged to be discoloured and unfite.
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FOOL SHOPS

The following tabulated list gives the number of the
various types of food premises in the Borough.

BaEBRODESE o xasesssnisniainess A 12
F g e B b P T e P 9
Grocers and General liixed Stores esessssssece 58
Cro@NETOCEYE .csacasnsssnssnsssnssssnssnnsnnan 10
FlahRONEOTE «ssasnaanssrtsasinnsssinssinsnnn 3
Fried Fish ShopE cscseivassisasan e 13
I e d - - ik e e P S R el i e EB‘
Pood FROLOTi®8 ..cevsassssasssssssasnnsasnsns 14
“holesale Fruit kierchants (Processcrs) «.... 13

Flour kKillers and Granary Lsag s EEBAB R R BN RS
Licenced Premises and Registered Clubs sees. 60

Ice Creanm ianufacturers icecsssssssscssssssa 1
Hﬂrkﬁt Etallﬂ TR R IR R R e R R N Bw e R R R EB
GORTAOL1OMATE: iivaihs s snsanehss sas s naaanss 14

List of improvementa and unsatisfactory conditions
remadied in food premises.

&ilL\.E prcﬂr'ilﬂﬂd R RS RS EE RS EEREEPEE SRR ERE
Hct wator provided c.ssscinsasusasasanans
Wash-hand basins provided sessvesvsne e s
Premises repaired .isienssses siabAs canaaE e .
LeGl8,y Provided secseccsasscsssassssssssanans
WMhltly TEDEITHE tnssasntasseninsstasniinnns ‘ue
Artificial 1ighting svecsssacnnass T et
Cleansaed and redecorated .ccesvsssssnssassnnes
b L B D i e R e L R e

P L | I L |

Food Hygiene

Hegular checks were made of food shops, markets and
food preperation premisea during the year. In several
instances it was necessary to require improvements to
premises but, generally, these were found to be satisfactory.

The year saw extensive developments in two of the
larger food processing factories in the towmn. DBoth had
previcusly been concerned in fruit processing but, in one
instance, the development was into the preparation and pre-
packing of vegetables, mainly for the canteen trade and the
cther was the construction of a completely new section to
deal with the canning of meat and vegetable products.

The use of unsuitable premises for carrot washing
continued to be & problem and it was necessary to take action
to improve hygienic standards.



Food Hygiene cont'd sesvs.

The long awaited Food Hygiene (llarkets, Stalls and
Delivery Vehicles) Regulations, 1966 arrived towards the
latter end of the year to come into operation on the 1st
JEHHBIE, 195?i

Before they came into fecrce,they were amendel and
this delayed progress with their enforcement for a time.
The regulations should be most useful im promoting good
hygienic standards in market and other food stalls and in
delivery and sales vehicles.

Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960

(i) liumber of premises to which the regula=-
tions ﬂPPlE R A R 239

(ii) lumber of above fitted to comply with
regulation 16 (wash=basing) esesesssss 239

(iii) Iumber of premises to which regulation
19 (EinkSJ &PPliEE I N B I 198

(iv) THumber of premises fitted to comply
with rEEulEtiOn 19 TR R R R R T ?95

UNSQUND FOOD

The following focdstuffs, apart from meat in slaughter-
houses, were found unfit and surrendered.

Tins Frozen Foods

Heat seensssasssvsesannans ‘e 55 FMish asm--a-.----c--|91 Pktﬂi
Fruit and Vegetebles seesess196 Vegetables sscsssesedd "
SOUP sevvsess sevsnsssssassss 1 Various Heats ,ecieesdl ™
FiBh e Y T N R R R TD Ltraﬂberry Hﬂuﬂﬂﬂ (R E L
MAIkE o ivossvaneanssnnsansas 17 Pobtato Chipe sesecess 2.1

Custard Powder eseessssesess 3 Chickens seescscecses 2 ;n.
Eﬂ&t Piﬂs -|1I-ttilii12 Lﬂi

Varicus

Llarmalade and Jam ssssss 5 jars Balt ssccnsssarasnns 1 Pkt.
Cllthﬁy FHE A E AR s A aeES 3 i Calke ---ti-i--l-||¢-113 1bs.
Hﬂrliﬂkﬂ YRR R E RN 1 " Fiﬂh TI R E R R ] 53 L ERS
Bovrll sessssssssninnss 1 i CheeBa sssesessscass 40 "

Chiclo s sesisssssssass 6 lioe Beof asscosrnsssessss 20 s

L H
GUﬂumhﬂrH N TR R 12 HOs Ham ssssassenssnscns 2%

Routine insgeciions of poultry at the poultry auctions
and in butcheors shops worecarried out in the days prece d.ing

Chrigtmas.
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ASNIUAL POOD FACTORY

One national animal food processing factory operates
within the Borsugh. Ileat, offal and fish are handled in
the frozen state only. ERegular spot inspections are carried
out of wvehicles used to transport meat and offal from lmackers
yards and ports in order to ensure compliance with "lieat [Stain—
ing and Sterilisation) Regulations, 1960". Certificates are
issued to accompany consignments of sterilised pet food to
nunerous foreign countries.

ICS CRIALL

110 premises are registered under Section 16, Food and
Drugs Act, 1955; 1 for manufacture, storage and sale and 109
for the storage and sale of ice cream.

44 samples of ice cream were submitted for bacteriological
examination during the year with the following results:-~

Grefde L cisssvesean 3
Gr&d& II L BB B B BB R ) 6
Grade LIl sosavronn. -3
Crade IV acessnsnnes 1

Four samples were from the only manufacturer in the towm,
17 were from cafes and canteens and the remainder were from
shope and mobile ice cream vendors.

There vas a general slight improvement in the results
over previous years and, some of the credit for this improve-
ment, can be atiributed to health education in the hygienic
dispensing of ice cream in cafes and restaurants.

Liguid DOps (Pasteurisation) Repulations, 1963

There were no eg; pasteurisation plante in the district
and no kmown users of liquid egz. Mo samples of liguid egg
ware sent for examination.

CLEAIT AIR ACT

- Although no contraventions of the Dark Smoke Regulations
were recorded during the year, it became increasingly necessary
to give verbal reminders to factory engineers concerning the
increase in smoke from boiler chimmeys. As the throughput of
factories becomes greater, it is certain that boilers will
become overloaded with consequent smoke emiseions and I fore-
see that we shall shortly be asked to approve additional boiler
plant at some of these premises.
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Clean Air Act cont'd .evsee.

& new insulated stack was fitted to one boiler in the
town as a result of representations by this Department con-
cerning a nuisance from acid smuts. After some adjustments
had been made this proved to be satisfactory and it is now
intended to replace an adjoining steel stack by a similar
insulated one.

; During the year prior approval was given to the installa-
tion of one new furnace as followst=

One gas fired boiler at Sketchleys Ltd., 28/29 High
Street, liisbech. This was installed at a new dry cleaning
factorys. Originally, arprool was given for oil firing
but the firm decided on a change of fuel.

Advice on the height required for new chimneys was
given in four instances.

There is an increasing trend towards the use of smoke-
less fuels both in private houses and in Council built
accommodation. All bungalows and flate which are being
built by the Council are heated by gas appliances and there
has been a steady increase in the sale of gas room heaters
to private individuals over the past four years. In addi-
tion there is also a move towards central heating, particus
larly in new houses.

It is obvious that people today are turning against the
inefficient coal fire with ite associated dirt and messy
coal carrying and ash removal and I am sure we are moving
towarde the day when there will be a public demand for
"smokeless zones' At the time of writing, more than half of
the "black area" of Greater London is already smokeless and
many other industrial towns are well on the way to being
smoke free. Although Wisbech is certainly not a "black" town
let us not be complacent but recall what a difference a good
gerub has made to one or two commercial buildings in the towm

centre.

HOUSING

SLUM CLEARANCE

The following Orders were made during the years-

isbech (Park Street) Clearance Order, 1966 +.+.... 13 houses
wisbech(Park Street) Compulsory Purchase Order,

19‘65 e o e e Rt nL v R R R R RUE B B R 13 houses
misbech (iiarsh Walk) Compulsory Purchase Order,

1 '5‘6 -ilrtimll--iI-lil‘iil-l-!-!iillil’ili!!!ililtliili-i
1i2bech (Duke Gtreet) Compulsory Purchase Order,
1955 Ty et R R R R LR R 1T h,OU.EGE

13 houses
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Slum Cleararice cont'd sesass

Also within the Clearance fAreas associated with the above
Orders were two unfit houses owmed by the Borough Council.

ilo public inguiries into any Orders were held during the
year but, confirmation was received of the Frospect Clace,
Bewthorpe Road and Victoria Flace Orders. In the case of the
Prospect lace Orders the time lag between the public inguiry
and the liinisters confirmation was ten and a half months.
Although this is perhaps exceptional, it does show one of the
causes of delay in dealing with slum clearance areas. Other
problems arise during the waiting periocd as some of the occupiers
are rehoused and the houses left derelict and the remainder of the
houses are under a cloud and tend to deteriorate due to lack of
incentive to carry out repairs and decorations.

Difficulty again arcose where Clearance Crders had been made
and the owmers left to demolish their own houses. The Bovthorpe
Foad Order houses were mostly vacant by the end of the year and
trouble was being experienced with vandalism and squatters. (In
fact in early 1967 the property was in such a state of dereliction
that the Ccuncil was obliged to step in and demolish the houses
for the owmers.)

During the year, demolition orders were made in respect of
six houses, an underteking was given not to relet a house for
human habitation and one house was made it for habitation.

There was an increase in the number of houses demolished
and also the number of families rehoused over the Tigures for
last ysar. These may not be maintained in the coming year due
to delays which have arisen in the commencement of the next
building contract.

Lany inguiries continue to reach the dezartment about the
future of individual houses which reach the open market and are
located in areas liable to clearance action in the existing
programme. Any information revealed to potential buyers is well
received. But, how soon & buyer forgets when he wishes to sell
again in three or four years time.

Estimated number of unfit houses remeining esssese.s 763
lfumber of years necessary to deal with the above

BIOUIBBE ass o son 000t e mims e e s bed dss s s ehsssosn s nes s 10

Applicants on waiting list at end of year essessevss 247

Houses completes in 19663 isbecu Corporation eese.. 60

) Private Interprise sseesss 35

Total post war houses completed esessvevensssvesansssly636
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Houses in Clearance freas and Unfit Houses elsewherse
Leturn for the yoar ending 31st December; 1966

—— . RN

A. HOUSLS DEMOLISHED Houses {Displaced during
demolished year

In or adjoining Clearance Areas | Persons|Families

Houses unfit for human habitation 36 87 19

ot in or adjoining Clearance
Areas

As a result of formal or informal
procedure under Secs. 16 or 17(1)
Housing Act, 1957 27 17 T

Local authority owned houses
certified unfit by the Hedieal

Officer of Health 4 0 0
TOTALS 67 104 46
B. UIIFIT HOUSES CIOSED Humber

Under Secs. 16(4), 1T{1) and
35(1) Housing Act, 1957 and

26, Housing Act, 1961 2 0 0

Parts of buildings closed under

Sec. 18, Housing Act, 1957 { 0 0 0

C. UnFIT HOUSLS HADs PIT AnD HuUshs 1N By | By local
ILCH DLFECTSs inh RaiupInd Ovmer authoritﬂ

After informal action by local authority 24 0

After formal action under Public Health Acts 3 0

After formal notice under Secs. 9 and 16
Houging Act, 1957 Sl 0

Demolition of Unfit Houses took place ati-

Clearance Areas = 36 (30)*

66,67,68,69,70,71573:74:75:T7657T,78,79:80.81,82 and 83 Cannon Street.
1,2,3,8,9,10,11,12,13 and 14 Napier Terrace.

10 and 12 Forwich Road.

1,2 and 3 Prospect Flace.

i and 2 Ruby Sireet.

28/29 Trafalgar Row.

1 Teat Street,

Individual Unfit Houses
(2) formal lctionm — 5 (10)%

131 Elm Low Road.
50,51 and 52 Torfolk Street.
12 wiest Parade and Corn lietre P.H.
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Individual Unfit Houses cont'd .....
(b) Informal Action - 22 (2)#

292833, 38,4,42,5,5a,6,6a,T7 and Ta King's ialk.
143,145,147,149,151,153,155,157 and 159 Lynn Road.
11 Horfollk Street.

Other Council Ommed Properties - 8 (0)#
T2 Elizabeth Terrace.
248 Blm Road.

14,16 and 164 Horwich Hoad.
1;2 and 3 Prospect Flace.

#Pigures in bracketis are for 1965

HOUSES IN LIULTIPLE OCCUPATION

A detailed survey was carried out of several houses knowm to
be let to more than one family. Ilo cases of gross overcrowding
were found but, it was necessary to serve detailed preliminary
notices requiring improvements in the provision of amenities and
means of escape in case of fire in the case of four properties.

It was also necessary to serve statutory notices for the
remedying of defects of repair and for the maintenance of
appliances in the case of two properties.

T}PROVIILAT OF DUELLINGS

During 1966, three further Improvement Areas were declared,
making a total of 5 areas and; the progress to the end of the
year is shovm in the following table.

The original area involving Cordon Street and neighbourhood
has now ceased active improvement and awaits the expiration of
Suspended Impeovement Hotices in 1970, However, this will still
leave over one gquarter of the houses lacking amenities and, under
present legislation, the Council will be unable to require their
improvement.

It is my opinion that the '5 point' amenity standard should
not be considered solely as part of a standard of housing fitness;
it is a standard of personal social necessities to be expected
and demanded in this present day.

Housing legislation is made for the benefit of people, but
is directed at buildings. It seems a pity that nwner/bccupisra
who are not willing to improve their houses cannot be treated
similarly to unwilling tenantsj; i.e. give the local authority
power to require improvements within 5 years; with the owmer/
occupier having the right to require the Council to purchase
their property and, if need be, re-house them.
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Improvement of Dwellings cont'd cevene
otandard Grants

The following is a summary of the action taken on grants
during the year:-

Applinabions: receivedui i Lk s s w5
prliﬂatiﬂﬂﬂ passed ii!tiiili-l;-ii-iiaiilili|l¢5
Applications rejected — unfit seveivecesscenase O
Apnlications withATaWh Gissacestiesontestneeads 1

Cases in which work was completed and the grant paid:-
32 applications for a total of £4,843.17s.1d.

amenities provided with aid of grants:-

Bathroome sessssssssenionivesssssnnsnissiansgas 30
TWash=hand basing eesesss sressvsssnsnnasassrnes 29
Hot water EYSTemE svssssevsssssansssssasssnsnss 31
Internﬂl W.c's I EE R R N E R R R 32
Larders sssessssssssnnsrasssrasannsnasnsasinses 18

The standard grant system remains basically simple and
gpeedy to administer but, the following point is worthy of
mention.

ot infrequently, houses are found to have an internal
WeCs accessible directly from the kitchen. Iliany houses were
built in this manner and, although this unhyzienic state. of
affairs is remedied as a condition of grant, written guidance
from the linistry advising that this "illegal" amenity should
be discounted as an existing standard amenity when calculating
grant would be helpful.

Discretionary Grants

ﬂgpliﬂatiﬂﬂs TEcAITEE sevssssnthsasrbanssrnesne
Applications passed sessvssvcvssssosssscsnsans
ﬂ?}liﬂatiﬂnﬂ rEjectEd FH S IR EBEERREAESIEOHEBARE R
Applications withdram ssecescsesssrarsrarsanes

L e S =

Cases in which work was completed and grant paid:i-
2 dwellings from one house and, improvements to two
houses for a total of £745.43.104.

Counicil House Improvements

Trogress on a scheme already approved by the Kinistry
continues at a steady rate and 23 council owned houses were

improved during the year.
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COl1.08 LODGIIG HOUSES

I'o Common Lodging House remains in the Borough. The Harp
Inn, once & leodging house, now a Council owvmed premise, retains
its identity but only permanent lodsers remain. Vagrants again
caused nuisances in empty property - this year the age group
apreared much younger.

ALSHOUSIG

The King's Lalk buildings were demolished during the year.
The combined biunicipal Charities are searching around for
planning permission, finance and any other spark of information
to ensure redevelopment of the site.

lieanwhile the six almshouses in Canal Side; Stermyn Street *.

and Lynn Road remain occupied. The whole are due for clearance
during 1568. One may express a hope that the proposed replace-
ment will be available; within two years time. To condone any
further occcupation of existing almshouses beyond 1968 must be
an indictment against those of us who judge housing standards.

REAT ACT, 1957
(lieturn for the yecr 1966)

1. Tumber of applications for certificates iiessinitsacsnens
2. Tunmber of decisions not to issue certificates eesesssesss O

3. Tumber of decisions to issue certificates -
(a) in respect of some but not all defects seevsssvsres
{h) in I‘EE‘QGG‘I; of A1) Aol a et e S i s e e Tl

4. Tlumbter of undertalrings given by landlords under parasraph
Eﬂf the fil‘at‘ Bchedule LN L B R R B B BN DR B O B BN RN B BB R B R EE R

5«  liumber of undertakings refused by local authority under
proviso to paragraph 5 of the first schedule svessvssnss

5. Ihimber of certificater 188U8d s cesasececssonssinans e

Ts Applicationzs by landlords to local authority for
cancellation of certificates eceviscenscocevcccresocsnsen 0

8. Objections by tenants. to cancellation of certificates ... O

g, Decisione by local authority to cancel in spite of
tanan-ts thectiun .I'!l'l-i-lil'!i-'l.lll*l.illl'l.ll-l'l-.l'll-l-ii.lD

10. Certificates cancelled by local authority eecesscsesccsss O



Residential
There are four licenced residential sites in the Borough.

Ingleborough site, OUsborne Road. - Licenced for 20 vans
Poplar site, Osborne Road. Licenced for 6 vans
Broadway site, Osborne Road. Licenced for 41 vans
The Grove site, liagazine lane. - Licenced for 43 vans

wWork continued in the provision of amenities at The Grove
and by the end of the year the site was about half full of
caravans. The other sites were the subject of periodic inspec-
tions and a reasonable standard was maintained in the cleanliness
and condition of the facilities provided.

It is obviously difficult to keep communal toilet blocks
in a satisfactory state, even if the site warden or some other
person is made responsible. Lven daily cleaning appears inade-
quate due to misuse by some of the caravan occupants. If any
future sites are licenced (and I doubt whether there is need
for any more) I shall not be satisfied with anything less than
1 wece per van situated alongside the van.

Itinerant Caravans

liy comments on the problem of gypsies in last years report
are as valid as ever; we are still without an official site for
these neople and we are still obliged to shunt them from one
unsuitable pitch to another.

Ths County Council, under instructions from ‘hitehall,
have attempted to assess the problem and discussed it with the
county district councils but no one sesms willing to take the
bull by the horns. A suggestion by this department that a
certain site outside the tovm was suitable for a gypsy site
brought forth a long petition of protest from householders,
farmers and businessmen within a considerable radius of the
spot.No one seems to have any sympathy for these people or
their problems.

FACTORID

Regular visits have been made to premises and houses in
which work is carried out.

Factories Act, 1937 — 1959

(1) Inspections for purposes of provision as to health.



factories cont'd evesse

e e B E
Premises Humber cn!Insgac- ritten|Ucoupliers
Hegister |tions |liotices|I'rosecuted |
(1) Fectories in which
Secs. 1,2,3:4 and 6 are
to be enforced by the 1 2 a2 -
oy
local authority eeesess
(2) Factories not in-
cluded in (1) in which 3 -
Sec. 7 is enforced by 7 1 Y
local authority sesecss
(3) Other premises in
which Sec. 7 is enforced
by the local authority 5 = = =
(excluding outworkers
PI‘EIﬂiEeE} P A I
g < SEEEE] |
TOMAL 108 Q i Q o] |
(2) OCutwork
Nature of |[lio. of [Wo. of [ilo. of lilo. of 'otices |Prose-
work outwork [Cases Jrose- instan- |[Served |cutions
-ers injof de- cutiona {ces of
August |fault for fail jwork in
list in send- |-ing to junithole
ing list |jsupply |-some
to Coun-jlists premises
v cil il
raking of
wearing
apparel 2 lone lione l'one lone lone
tringing
labels | 63 lione Lione ione Ilone lione

LON-ITTDUSTRIAL FRE.JISES

Shops sact Administration

wyery opnortunity has been taken to inform shopkeepers of
to trading days and

the duties and requirements in relation
houre and; hours of employment of young
been an increase in the number of shops
day each week. Iw contrast, more mixed
81X or seven days.

Persons «

There has

closing for one whole
businesses trade on
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Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963
Shops sct, 1950

A regular number of visit has been kept up to continue
tiae non~spectacular work in surveillance of non-industrial
Premises.

lany people are involved in the commercial and distributive
occupations, predominantly deployed in small numbers.

An Analysis of Contraventions found and notified to
occupiers is set out below:-

Lack of cleanliness in PremiSes sessssscs RN R 24
bvidence of rooms overcrowded .sssssscescsvnrrsnnes 2
Absence of effective provision for securing and

maintaining a reasonable temperature scsssscssanes 59
Lapk o TantlIation cue cah aie e s s v ey sspassrs el 11
Insufficient natural or artificial lighting seeeees 56
Ingufficiency and lacik of cleanliness in relation

to sanitary conveniences ..sesee AN s ek s A6
Absence of accessible washing facilities eevevesess 52
absence of conveniently accessible supnly of

ATENEANE WEBDN o uien s s e o s ad i e s e vk A an 8
Lack of accommodation for clothing ssesssssssssscsa 10
lleed for suitable facilities for sitting sseesassss 1
liced to provide alternative type of 82ats sveceecses 34
Lack of eating facilities in shop premises ...ceese 6

Repairs and maintenance required to floors,; stairs

and PE.EEE-EEE T R R T T T T T T T, 68
Fencing required to exposed machinery seeevassscves 13
Yieed to prﬂ?iﬂe first aid Eq_uipmsnt- e b s s mE R E e e s e 61

Investigation was carried out into one accident due to a
fall of an emnloyee in a food shope.

Agriculture

The requirements of the Agricultural (Safety, Health and
Jelfare Irovisions) Act, 1956 are reasonably well met in the
agricultural holdings in the Borough.

It was found neceassary to serve informal notices in respect
of insufficient or unsatisfactory sanitary accommodation at one

premise in the Dorough.
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DRV ITTICL OF DARAGE BY PLSTS ACT, 1949

Return for the year 1966

¥ [ de S U “Type of Property P
ion=-Agricultural | Agricultural |
(1) Tumber of properties in
local authorities districts 15123 1
(2) Total number of proper-
ties inspected as a result 159 8
of notification:
Humber infested by: Rats 138 8
Lice 21 N
(3) Totzl number of proper-
ties inspected for rats and/ 168 o4
or mice for reasons otner
than notification: i
I'umber infested by: Rats 60 24
iiice T2 -

WIcDJCH PORT HIEALTH AUTHORITY

Amount of shipping entering the

district during the year.

Ships from Iiumber Tonnaze Iumber Visited :humber of ships

by the by the reported as hav-

e

H.I. H.0.H. ing, or having
had, during voy-
ase, infectious
disease on board

foreign 41,848 W.R.

Ports 172 101,127 Cargo 172 Ail Hil
1"'1- !551 1':1- ‘.

Coastwise 103 38,761 Cargo 41 ¥ii i
56,509 IT.R.

1Tl

TOTALS 275 139,888 Cargo

213 Iiil

Character of shipping and trade during the year.

e e

Cargo Traific: Princinal Imports:

frinecipal Lxports:

- Dutwards ...

Petrol, potash,
and pig iron.

Oricks, barley,
and tic beans.

il
il
timber

wheat
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wisbech Port Health Authority cont'd «sueas

Frincipal Ports from which ships arrive:

London, Stettin, Immingham, Leningrad, Gdansk, Hull,
Hamina, Hotterdam, "ismar, Kotka, Eire, Channel Isles,
Antwerp, Archangel; Hamburg, ilantyluoto and ilesane.

Deraiting Certificates and Deratting uxemption Certificates
isgued during the year from ships from Foreign Ports.

This is not directly appliceble as the port is not an
"approved port" or a "desiznated aporoved port'.

However, at the end of 1564, the approval of the llinistry
of Health was obtained to an arrangement whereby the Port Health
Inspectors of the Borough of \iisbech act as the agents of LKing's
Lynn Borough Council in the issue of deratting exemption certifi-
cates for the Port of .isbech.

During the year, five deratting exemption certificates were
issued for ships from foreign ports.

Sanitation and Food Hygiene in the Port Area

Supervision was maintained over the water supplies to ships,
the import of foodstuffs and the sanitary accommodation provided
for port workers.












