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ANNUAL, REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

To the Urban District Council of Wirksworth

Fublic Health Department,
Tewn Hall,

Wirksworth,

Darbyshire,

DEL LEU.

18th December, 1972.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies ond Gentlomen,

I have the honour to present to you my Anmual Report on the health
and sanitary circunstances of the Urban District for the year ended 31st,
Dﬂﬁﬂmher,. 1971,

The Registrar General's estimate of population for mid 1971 wes
5,140, an increase of 138 cowver that for 1970,

The total number of live births registered during the year was
75, a decrease of 16 on the 1970 figures.

The number of deaths registered during the year was 53 ( that is
33 Meles and 20 Females), and this figure shous an increase of 7 on that for
the previcus year's figures. There were no s5till births during the year.

Deaths from cancer of all sites nucbered 11 and deaths from cancer
of the lungz and bronchus were classed as boing responsible for 3 deaths.

The Infant Mortolity Rote of 18 for England and Wales was the sane
low rate as in 1969. This trend was reflected in this arca with a rote of 1 .00
per thousand live births.

A total of 28 notifications of inflectiocus disesse wers recorded
(as against 58 notifications received during 1970) made up as follows :
Measles 15, Chicken FPox 13, There were no notifications of Tuberculosis,

It iz very pleassing to roport that due to our efforts of surveillance
of farms thet produce raw farm bottled milk, that in the year under review no
farms were found to have Brucella Abortus in their herds. Any risk to humans
contracting Brue llosis from these scurces has now been eliminated and is a
further step to our goal of & heolthy environment,

During 1971 I an pleased to be able to roport that we received no
notification of food poisoning cases in this district.

I have once again to place on rpecord my thanks te the Chairmen
and Mombers of the Heal th Committee, to Dr. A.H. Snaith, the County Medical
Officer, to the General Practioners, the Clerk of the Council, and the Public
Health Inspector and other Chief Officers, for their support and assistance,
and to the staff of the Department for their untiring efforts during the year,

I have the honour to be,

Your cbedient servent,
Wed. Morrissay

Medical Officer of Health
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GENERAL SANITARY ADMINISTRATION

Estimated Population 5,140
Estimated Number of Houses 1,380
Humber on| HNumber or | Inspections
Register Decrease Made
Bakehouses 1 =, 5
Common Lodging Houses - -
Dairies 7 = 5 =
Factories and Workplaces 32 =2 21
(a) Manufacturers = = - -
Ice Cream Premises
(b) Dealers 20 +1 91
Milk Distributers 7 - 7 !
plus visits by
County Publiec
Health Inspector.
Moveable Dwelling Sites - - - I
Offensive Trades - - - '
Outworkers =11 L
Preserved Food Stores = S
ail
ﬂﬁz::ssshops and Railway 49 -3 o3
. (a) Public Abattoiy - - -
Slaughterhouses L
(b) Private Abattolr - - -
Knackers Yards - = =

SWIMMING BATHS

| No. of Baths

Samples Taken

Publig Private Batisfactory l Unsatisfactory
(Open to public) |
1
Nil Wil Nil | Nil
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JHPROVEMENT GHANTS

Work on improving suitable houses continued during the year at a
steady rate. [INineteen applications for Standard Grants were received du
the year, as compared with a total of fourteen in 1970. All these Standard
Grant applications were npproved., The work is, I think, one of the most
satisfying aspects of the Department's work, as the applicant is in all case
very satisfied, with his improved standard of living, and in each case a hou
has been brought up to a standard which is more in keeping with modern ideas

It is undoubtedly & fact that this work of improving houses leads
an improved standard of maintenance which, in the long term, prevents the
deterioration of a house into a slum dwelling, thus avoiding tha prowvision
a new Council dwelling in which to rehouse the occupants.

The following particulars of formal applications received and
approved for Standard Grants for the inauguration of the scheme will no
doubt be of interest to members of the Council.

Received = 196

GRANTS APPROVED

Number of Dwellings concerned. 195 Total Maximum Amount Approved £29,691.

Fixed bath | Wash- Hot water| Water Closet | Food Storage [ Septic} Sink
or shower basin supply facilities Tank
167 175 173 166 100 3 7

DISCRETIONARY GRANTS

The fellowing table shows the number of Discretlonary Grant
applications dealt with during the year :

i Number of applications received . . « » » « » 21

Number of applications approved . . « + « « o 21
(Number of Awellings concerned . « . « « « « « 21
Total amount of grants approved . » . » » » £25,121,07
‘Average grant per dwelling . . . . . . . . £1,196.2,

The advent of the housing Act, 1969, with its greatly incrocsed
scope and grants has realised an eppreciable inerease in grant applications
from householdara.

The Section regarding Qualification Certificates has been implement
and cwners are now beginning to take advantage of theae grants for the
improvement of their tenanted houseas,

I think the members of the Couneil will be interested in the foll
table, which indicates the total number of houses completed by both Private
Enterprise and the Local Authority in the Wirksworth Urban District since
building recommenied ?f'tnr the last war.

i Local Local Authcrities and; Private/Builders |Demolished or closed or ;
Authorities|Housing Associations 1 under an undertaldng
In Tenders {Under Con- Completed | Under |Completed!1.1.55-1,12.71
i Approved. |struotion | since Eon- since
1.5.45. atruce |1.4.45
| ton
Nil s ! bk 39 359 i 70







INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND DISINFECTION

It is indeed gretifying to be able to —eport that during the ye
1971 thare were no cases of infeotious diseases notified within the urban
arca which necessitated the Medicel Officer of Health instructing me to
carry out disinfection,

TENTS, VANS AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF
DEVELOFMINT ACT, 1960.

Once again, the Council have continued to exercise strict control
throughout the whole of their area, with the result that there has been no
real growth of undesirable unlicensed dwellings or sites within the
boundariea of the urban district.

Sporadic cmses have ocourred, of course, and these have beendealt
with as expeditiously as possible.

MOVEARLE DWELLIN
No,of caravan sites licensed for holiday purposes Nil containing Nil o

No. of caravan sites licensed for residential purposes
(with temporary approval cnly) Nil containing Nil caravans

No. of caravans licensed individually Nil.

DISINFESTATTON

As in previous years, complaints were received from time to time
regarding infestation of old propsrtics with wocdworm and the death watch
buetle, and in =11 instances, the oocupants were given the necessary advice,
and inatructions on how to deal with ithese pests.

The Council's Powder Blowera and Insecticide Sprayers were used
whenever nacoasary with gratifying results, and a number of infestations of
sockroaches (Blattella Germanica) yielded to extensive treatment, which
consisted of the use of smoke generatora.

SLATGETERHOUSES ACT, lf‘l;ﬁ

There are no licensed slaughterhouses within the urban district.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUGTION) ACT, 1919

IFESTATION ORDER, 1942, AND PREVENTION OF DAMAGE RY PESTS ACT, 1949

The foreman, Mr. Walter Butlin, carried out tha routine work of thi
nature durding 1971, and was assisted by Mr. J. Sheldon, prior to his
retiroment in July 1971. Mr. W.E. Marples has now been appointed to asaiat
Mr. Butlin with this work. .

Throughout the whole of the periocd under review, the Urban Distriot
has worked in the closesat co-operation with the Ministry of Agrioculture,
Fisheries and Food Divisional Pestz Officer, Mr. F.B, Oates, and again I
would like to express my gratitude to him.

In addition to aawer treatments rat infestations at Intake apd
Middloton tips have beon eradicated by routine treatmenta by Mr., Butlin,

Verv few properties have been found to be infested as a result of
notificetion but esach complaint has been dealt with in an efficient and
succeasful manner.
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PETROLEUM (CONSOLIDATION) ACT, 1928 AND PETROLEIM ACTS, 1928-36

The enforcement of the Petroleum Acts and Repgulations is not a minor
duty requiring a minimum of attention, on the contrary, such Acts where loss
of life, personal injury or damage to property may result through lack of
enforcement, require a high standard of technical knowledge for their proper
performanca.

During the year,visits werse made to premises for the purpese of the
inspection and examination of sites, inatallations and the electrical equipmen
aasociated with the pumps., The number of licences issued was eleven and the
fes for licensing, etc., amount to £38.00.

On every ococasion whenever it has been necessary, I have received tha

elosest co-operation and assistance from the Fire Prevention Officers of the
Derbyshire County Council through their Chief O0fficer, Mr. T.N. Watkins.

All new tanks together with these wnich have been installed for more
than 20 years are subjected to pressure tests.

Fressure tests and all electrical installationa are now certified
as being up to the standard before the licences are issued.
SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
(a) Capital Works

No additional capital works were carried out during the year.

(b) Maintenance

Mormal day to day repairs and maintenance were carried out, together

with the redraining of eight drying beds, the renewal of two sets of sprinkler
arms and rebuilding of a syphon tank.

FoOD PREPARATION ROOMS

Inapections of the registered food preparation rooms in your area
have proved that a good standerd has been maintained.

FOOD PHEMISES

i In accordance with the Ministry of Health instructions, the following
tables have been gompiled and show the number of food premises in the area, by
type of business.

+

TYFE OF EUSINES3 HNumber Humber of thesa skops
which in addition sell
Ice-Crean |
(a) Grocery snd Provisiona 16 13 1
..._..{b) Sweets, Confectionary & Tcobaceco 5 2 |
(c) Fish and Chips 2 -
B (d) Greengrocers L 1
" (e) Newsagents, Ice-Cream and Sweets 3 3 '
{f) Pork Butchers 1 - :
__{E'J" Butchars L - :
(h) Chemists (Food and Drugs) 1 B |
(i) Cafes - - |
& (3} Bakers and Confecticners 1 =
(k) Public Houses 16 1
~ Total o 53 20




l:a.} Humber of Food Framises, by Type, registersd under Seotion 16 of
Food and Drugs Act, 1955

Seusage and Meat Manufacture - 4
Ice-Cream = 20

(b) Number of Dairies mp;'ﬁ.s'hﬂra& under the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1959
(Sections 18, 1_3 20)

7

L

3. Number of Inspections of registered Food Premises

¥

These numbers will be seen by reference to the table of General
Sanitary Administration on page No. of my report and informative comment
71l be found throughout this report under the individual headings which
Pollow.

%. Bducation Activity

With the approval of the Medicsl Officer of Health, warious posters
ind wall sheets on clean food ard the dangers of food poisconing have been
lisplayed in the area. The subject matter of these posters is, of course,
shanged from time to time.

5. Dispossl of unsound faood

Unsound food is disposed oi' locally, either by incineration whenever
possible, failing this, on the Council's refuse tips. There remains a close
lisison with proprietors of food businesses in the voluntarily surrender of
Pood unfit for human consumption.

The total reristration of premises for the sale of Ice-Cream, now
stands at 20, None of the 20 registered retailers of Ice-Cream actually
nanufacturer Tee-Cream, but all are registered as retailers of pre=-packed,
individual Tce-Creams obtained from manufacturers of nationsl repute, All
the 20 premises havebeen regvlarly visited by me and monthly samples have
mmen taken wherever possible and submitted to the Director of the Public
isalth Laboratory Service for examination.

The following table shows the results of the samples which I have
faken on your behalf during the year 1971, As will be seen, all samples taken
vere pronmmied. satisfactory by the Director of the Publio Health Labora,tm-:,r

I
Grade 1 | Grede 2 | e 3 | Grade 4 | Total
91 - | - : 91

The appendix to Ministry of Health Circular 8/59 gave advice on tests
for bacterial cleanliness of Ice-Cream. The following is the "recommended
wwovision grading bassed on the methylene blue reduction test in which readings
ire taken half-hourly."

Provisional Grade Time taken to reduce methylens blue

Falls to reduce in L hours,
2% = L hours
% = 2 hours

+  ha |

In all cases, whatever the results, copies of the Laboratory Reports
iave bean forwarded to the respective retailers so that they are kept fully

20-






signati %mlea taken | . Test Applied % Result
Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory

Untreated Milk Nil Methylene Blue - -
Brucella Abortus ) -

Pasteurised 18 Methylene Blue 18 -
Fhosphatas 18 =

Bterdilised HillsI Nil Turbidity - i -

Brucella Abortus

1. Number of samples of raw milk examined - 595

2. Number of positive samples found - 1

5. Infected cows sent for slaughter - 1

700D AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

The following results and particulars of samples taken in this
Hatriet on behalf of my Council by the Derbyshire County Couneil Food and
Jrugs Authority have once again been supplied to me by the County Analyst,
fr. J. Markland, B.Sc., F.R.I.C.

"32 samples, including 4 milks were taken in this area. All

the milk samples were claszed as satisfactory,

A packet of Potato Mash Mix carried an unsatisfactory label.

The Manufscturers were cautioned.

One sampls of Pork Sausage Meat contained preservative, althcugh
this was not declared at the time of sale. A caution notice was
issued.

A Dried Apple Drink was of unsatisfactory composition, and
further samples are to be taiken,

The remaining samples were all elassed as satisfactory."

*ISH FRYING PREMISES

The two fish frying premises in the area received routine inspections
luring the year, and I am pleased to be able to report that the conditions
sbtained therein are satisfactory.

There have been no further major alteraticns worthy of note carried
mt to either of these premizes during the periocd under review, and they
sontinue to operate in a clean and hygienic manner,

IAKEHOUSES

As will be seen from my statistics under General Sanitary Administration
tt the commencement of this report, there is now only one bakehouse in use in
ihe Wirksworth Urban District and I can only continue to bring to your notlce
imch year the cond tionz prevailing in this eatablishment. Work on improvements
lave been carried out within the retail shop, but because of the lack of space,
ite., for building these premises cannot be brought up to an absolutely modern

ytandard.,
However, the standard of bread and confectionery produced from these

wemd ses appears to be of good quality and I have no complaints whatsoever from
she public during the period under review.
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FACTORIES ACT, 1961
PART 1 OF THE ACT

1. INSFECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (inoluding inspections
made by Health Inspeutnru].

(1)

I' ]
| Premises

RegToter
(2)

Humbar of

(3)

Tnspections |

-

-
en

Notices

Ogcupiers
Frosecuted

(&)

(5)

Factordes in which
Eﬁﬂﬁquzjir# and 6
are to be enforced
by Local Authorities,

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

EI

Factories not included
in (1) in which
Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority.

32

21

Nil

Nil

Other premises in which
Section 7 1s enforced

by the Local Authority
{axnll:d:l.ng Out-Workers"

premises

Nil

Hil

Total

37

| 3

il

2,

Cases in which DEFECTS were found

(If the defects are discoversd on two, three or more separate

ooccasions they should be reckoned as two, three or more cases).

Particulars

(1)

Number of cases in which defects

[Found | Hemedied |To H.N

(2)

ware found

(3)

Inspector
(&)

By H.M.
Inspector

(5)

Number of cases
in which
prosecutions

Were instituted

Want of Cleanliness (35.1] - - - - =

Overcrowding {5,2] = - - = =

Unreascnable
Temperature (5.3)

Inadequate ventilation = - - -
(5.4)

Ineffective drainage
of floors (5.6)

Sanitary Conveniences
(s.7)

(a) Insufficient - - = - =

(b) Unsuitable
or defective

(c) Hot separate for
aaxes

Other offences against
the Act (not including - -
off'ences relating to
outwork).

Total - - - - -



















