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ROYAL BOROUGH OF NEW WINDSOR

To The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Royal Borough of New ifindsoxr.

Mr, Meyor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The work of the Health Department has been well maintained
throughout the year and there have been no cutstanding incidents.
One has been aware, however, of a tendency for members of the
public to expect your officers to wave a magic wand or as 1is
said, "Something must be dona". It is after all often a
question of degree and asituations with which one is familiar
may to others, when seen for the first time, appear intolerable,
One must not forget the rights of the individual to do, within
reason, a& one pleases provided a nuisance is not created to
others. Confusion alsc occurs as to what constitutes a
nuisance and your officers are limited by statute in this
respect.

Perhaps one of the most difficult situations is that
involving an old person living alone 1n rather filthy
surroundings and yet, though frail, is able to get about and
is also of sound mind. The filth and the limited nutrition
can be dealt with by the Domestic Help Service if it is accepted
but this cannot be forced upon anyone. Neighbours are usually
long suffering and help with some general supervision but the
overriding anxiety is the thought of such an old person falling
and lying quite helpless when alone and there is particularly
the fear of fire risk. Such ceses cannot be brought before
the court under section 47 of the National Assistance Act.

The other not uncommon problem is the noisy or abnormal
neighbour or those households who keep their neighbours awake
with their marital quarrels. The police ars usually called
first but can take no action and then the Medical Officer of
Health is approached either with a view to having the culprit
certified as mentally disordered or to supporting rehousing of
the complainant. Neither, of course, is possible, and the
complainant muat have recourse to common law usually with two
fellow complainants.
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This leads my discussion to the use of medical excuses
for rehousing. From time to time I have to ask the
Housing Committee to give priority to rehousing on medical
grounds but these are few compared with the number who must
be told that there is nothing further I can do. Here
again is the tendency to expect the Medical Officer of
Health to wave a magic wand when all else fails.

There are many who have waited long and patiently on
a housing list and who have faced up to life's difficultiea
but are they to be asked to wait longer to give priority to
those of weaker character who find themselves overwhelmed
by difficulties with which countless people have to contend?
No one will wish to deny help to the severely physically
handicapped or to those to whom there is a serious risk to
physical health, but the time has not yet come when all must
stand by and give all aid and priority to those whose
sickness of mind would be cured by a new house,

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
5. J. McCLATCHEY,
LAt sl o] e o - R el e s

Medical Officer of Health.
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LIST OF CLINICS IN WINDSOR

under the controcl of the

WINDSOR AREA HEALTH SUB-COMMITTEE

Windsor

Clewer

Ante-Natal and
Post-Natal

Mr. Pinlaison's
Ante-Natal and
Post-Natal

Immunisation &
Vaccination

Child Welfare

Toddlers cnly

Fortnightly - Monday
afternoon

Third Tuesday morning
in the month

Once every four weeks
(Wednesday morning)

flednesday) 2-i. 30
Friday p.l.

First Wednesday in the
month, 2=-4,30 p.m.

Once every four weeks

(Wednesday morning)

Tussday g 244, 30
Thursday) p..

First Thursday in the
month, 2-4.30 p.m.

































































































