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August, 1947

To the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee,
Winchester Rural District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

s | beg to submit the Annual Report for the year

In view of the fact that all the work recorded in
this report was directed by Dr. C. H. Avery, | have
refrained from making any appreciable alteration in
its form ; | have only presented the results.

The report gives a general survey of the work
carried out under the various services of your Health
Department. Much of the work in connection with
this report has fallen to Mr. Hurst, the Senior Sanitary
Inspector, to whom, to Mr. Beyer and Mr. Smith, the
District Sanitary Inspectors, and to the Clerical Staff,
| wish to express my thanks for their consideration and
co-operation.

| am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN L. FARMER,
Medical Officer of Health.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
THE DISTRICT

Public Health Officers

Senior Sanitary Inspector :
FRANK HURST, M.S.LA., C.RS5.1L

District Sanitary Inspectors :
S. H. BEYER, M.5.1.A., C.S.1.B.

H. J. SMITH. M.S.1.A., C5.1.B.

3



- n i 1 F
. I 4




Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident popula-

tion is 19.7 compared with 19.] for the whole of England and
Wales.

1946 1945
Male Female Total Male Female Total
Still Births (Legitimate) ........... 8 12 20 B ] 2
Still Births (lemtimate): o oonis 2 P e
Total Still Births ............ 13822 L aed

Still Birth Rate per 1,000 total births was 29.64. The figure
for the whole of England and Wales for 1944 and 1945 was 28.

Male Female Total
BIETTL O e e e 203 186 389

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population

was 0.6 compared with 11.5 for the whole of England and
Wales.

Deaths from Puerperal Causes:—

IRaerperallSepsis 5 nil
Other maternal causes ... .. . one
(This mother died in September, 1946, from
Eclampsia in the Royal Hampshire County
Hospital, Winchester.)

Deaths from Cancer (all e e i ey 57
Deaths from Measles (all ST e S S R L 0
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages)s oo s 0 0

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under two years of age)

The death rate of infants under one year of age is 30.5 per

1,000 live births compared with 43.0 for the whole of England
and Wales.,







PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS

AND OTHER DISEASES

[ncidence of Commoner Infectious Diseases since 1939

Mph- rl’t | Enteric| Pneu- Whoopin
Year Ehé}ﬂ]ﬂ Fi'?:'ve: r Fetferc nmﬁia Measles ngi;;h $
1989 | 23 39 o 9 b
1940 5 51 cES 5 408 116
1941 | 138 41 2 29 568 | 177
1942 | ¢ 7 16 149 : 87
1948 ) 63 s 27 562 | 149
1944 2 55 hsiel 15 61 | 49
1945 ) dginlt - 28 675 115
1946 9 SR | 25 75 72

| |

 ——

Puerperal

Pyrexia

- e O =] =] =]

*No figures available for 1939

The following table gives particulars of infectious diseases
notified during the year, excluding tuberculosis, for which a

separate table is given :—

F—

! Removed
Disease | Notified to Deaths

' Hospital
Scarlet Fever . r 38 25 T
Diphtheria aadly] 2 2 !
neumonia whe 7l 25 2 14
Erysipelas | H 1 —
Puerperal Pyrexia i 1 1 | =
Typhoid and Para-typhoid | — — .' —

Infantile Paralysis (Acute Poliomy- |
elitis and Polio-encephalitis) ... | — ] —
Cerebro-spinal Fever ... 2 B | 2 1 ! 1
easles J 75 - l —
Whmping Cough e 72 3 ! —
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... J 4 — —

Only certain

deaths recorded

bove are from all forms.

j

forms of Pneumonia are notifiable, but the



The cases of Cerebro-spinal fever, Diphtheria and Scarlet
Fever were visited and advice given as to the necessary medical
precautions for disinfection to be taken.

Scarlet Fever
Thirty-eight cases were notifed, compared with forty-nine
the previous year. There was one death.

The incidence of the disease within the district was 1.04
per 1,000 population compared with 1.38 throughout England
and walﬂs.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever

There were two cases, one occurring in a child of two years
of age who is reported to have died within twelve hours of
onset, and the other in a man aged 59 years, who made a good
recovery.

Diphtheria

Two cases were notified. One occurred in a girl aged 15
years who was reported to have heen immunised but of which
ho record was found. The attack was very severe and the
girl died. The other case occurred in a child of seven years of
age, who had not been immunised.

Anti-toxin. Anti-toxin for the treatment of diphtheria
is supplied free to those General Practitioners who apply
for it. It is stored at convenient parts of the district.

Immunisation. This is given free by this Council to all
children in the District up to, but not including, those of
|15 years of age.

Propaganda concerning this malady 1s spread to the
public by means of a Greeting Message Card being sen
to all children upon attaining their frst birthday, unles
they have previously been immunised. Slides are showr
at two cinemas in the District and leaflets distributed, with
the co-operation of the Food Office, to those parents apply
ing to be supplied with milk and vitamins for children unde

five vears of age. Much valued assistance was agail
afforded by the co-operation of the County Medical Office
of Health.
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During the summer this Propaganda was intensified for
a period of six weeks. Co-operation was sought and very
kindly given by the Women's Voluntary Services, the
British Red Cross Society, the County and District Nursing
Associations and the Women's Institute. Particular stress
was laid on the value of personal inHluence that each
member might exercise in his/her own parish.

The total number of children who had received complete
treatment free under this Council's scheme during the year
was 813. Of these, 280 were treated by their own doctors,
251 at Child Welfare Centres and 282 at School Clinjes.

he percentage of children under 15 years of age who
had been immunised up to 3ist December, 1946, was 80.9.

Measles

Seventy-five cases were notifed during the year. There
were no deaths. [eaflets containing advice on prevention and
ireatment were obtained by this Council and distributed in two
parishes where mild outbreaks occurred.

Whooping Cough

The seventy-two cases of Whooping Cough notifed were
evenly spread over the whole of the District.

Scabies
: This Council, being a Sanitary Authority, has made pro-
vision for curing the condition of Scabies and for securing treat-

ment and disinfection for the members of the households among
whom Scabies exists.

The Clinics of Eastleigh Borough and the City of Win-
chester, at which Rural District patignts were permitted to
attend for treatment during the war, were closed in June and
November, 1945, respectively. The Council has arranged for
enzyl Benzoate (National Formula recommended by the
Ministry of Health) to be distributed by the Sanitary Inspectors
to the homes of those suffering from Scabies, together with
appropriate instructions as to how this treatment should hbe
carried out, This arrangement was commenced in October
1945, and appears to have been satisfactory. The number of
Patients so treated during 1946 was :—

P 7 8
Glhldrenis e 0 o 12 16




Tuberculosis

The following table refers to new cases notified and
mortality during the year :—

New Gaﬁa?ﬂaﬁ& %a{iﬁgigan sferred Deaths
Year I-’Elﬁmmry‘ Non-Pulmonary g ...| Pulmonary | Non-Pulmonary |m.io.
- Ly _!\I- _F'__ M i_ F | M F M F o)
1946 [ 26 (15| 8 4 48| 6| & 2 =S8
|
1945 | 16 | 12 — 4 92 4 3] 3 —_ 12

‘ All cases which are diagnosed as suffering from
I'uberculosis are notified to me.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES

i. (A) For Infectious Diseases

The Ambulances belonging to the City of Winchester and
to the County Borough of Southampton are used when required.

(B) For Cases of Ordinary Sickness and Accidents
Such cases are served by two Ambulances based in Win-
cf)!'fest‘er and operated jointly by Winchester City and this Rural
i1strict.

2. Hedge End

The parishioners of Hedge End formed a Voluntary
Ambulance Association, purchasing one of the Civil Defence
Vehicles for the conveyance of urgent cases occurring within
the six parishes of Hamble, Hedge End, Hound, Botley, Bursle-
don and West End. Towards the end of the year, negotiations
were proceeding for the acquisition of another vehicle as tha
original Ambulance was proving unsatisfactory.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
Inspection

All parts of the area have been frequently visited by the
Medical Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspectors.
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HOUSING

The Rural Housing Survey which commenced in 1944 is

still proceeding. The total number of houses surveyed at the
- end of the year was 4,935 ; approximately 40 per cent. of the
houses coming within the scope of the survey (up to, but not

- exceeding, the rateable value of £20) remained to be inspected
~ to complete the survey.

The following categories are prepared in accordance with
Ministry of Health Circular 64/1944, together with a classifica.

tion system of grouping showing whether public supply services
are, or will be, available :—

Category Group A | Group B ' Group | Tatal
I. Houses satisfactory in all respects 115 | 879 33 | 527

! : \ |
2. Houses with minor defects 679 | 1491 531 | 2694

3. Houses requiring repairs, struc- | |
tural alterations or improvements 88 | 770 165 1023

4. Houses suitable for recondition- ‘ | l
ing  under Housing  (Rural

Workers) Acts

— 123 6T 199
5. Houses unfit for habitation and | | |
beyond repair at reasonable | |
EXpense san 24 | 264 213 a1
4935

Totals | 899 | 3027 | 1009 ‘

Group Classifications are as follows .—

Boup A Sarvices available, i.e., piped water supply,
water carriage sewerage system, gas or electricity

denoting that these services are available but not neces-
sarily connected,

Bioup B ''—'" Restricted number of services available,
others likely to be available in the near future denoting
that one or several of the above services are available
but not necessarily connected and those not at present

available may become so in the near future,

s G Rural conditions only ; services not avail.
able or anticipated to be available in the near futu::e,
denoting that these conditions are not likely to be varied.

i e

3 11

P,



Maintenance

The task of securing the execution of the repair and main-
tenance has not improved during the year, owing to the acute
shortage of building labour and materials. Licences have been
issued for the necessary work essential to maintenance, such as
defective roofs of houses, defective eaves spouting, valley
gutters, etc,, defective W.C.s; obstructed drains; repairs to
unusable washing accommodation ; repairs to sinks; repairs to
any portion of a house which constitute a danger to life and
limb, and any such items of disrepair as may be necessary to
safeguard the health of the occupants.

Provision of New Houses x
New housing accommodation has been provided during
the year in the undermentioned parishes:—

Permanent | Pre-fab.
Houses Units

Parish

MICHELDEVER
BISHOPS SUTTON
OTTERBOURNE
WEST END
KILMESTON
BURSLEDON
HOUND
COLDEN COMMON
WONSTON :
HAMBLE

HEDGE END
ALRESFORD i

—
= S T O e TR

=

Blog$l 1]
N

|| e

20
10

e

i
|
Totals 56 | 150

In addition, Rest Centre huts have been converted into
living accommodation as follows: Hedge End 10; Botley 4.

Sixty-four hutments are occupied in various camps.

Housing by Private Enterprise

During the year, twenty-two houses have been completed
by private enterprise.

WATER SUPPLY
Dwelling-houses

The bulk of the piped supply in this District is supplied by
the Corporation of Southampton and the City of Winchester
['wo private water companies, the Alresford Water Compan

12




and the Crabwood Water Supply, provide water to one and two
parishes respectively. These water undertakings made periodi-
cal bacteriological and chemical examination of their water,
all of which have been satisfactory. In addition there are one
or two estate supplies and a standpipe supply for the village of
Owslebury, the latter being supervised by this Council.

All sources of water supply in the District are derived from
deep wells sunk in the chalk strata, A certain quantity of water
1s extracted from the River Itchen by the Southampton Corpora-
tion and is subjected to a process of sedimentation (with the
addition of sulphate of alumina) followed by filtration through
r1apid gravity sand filter and fnally sterilised by means of the
" Chloramine "’ treatment.

The water supply has been generally satisfactory in quality
and guantity and free from plumbo-solvent action, although in
the more rural part of the area some of the shallow wells tended
to yield a limited and sedimentary supply during dry periods.

One hundred and seventy-nine houses have been connected
with a piped supply during the year. Approximately 83 per
cent, of the population are connected with the main supply,
and 70 per cent. of the dwelling houses.

Samples of well-water supplying eighteen individual
properties were found on examination to be unsatisfactory for
drinking purposes. In each of these cases alternative supplies
-were provided or the wells cleansed and suitable measures

en to prevent soil contamination, which steps resulted in a
satisfactory supply.

Agricultural Water Supply

The Minister of Agriculture has continued to approve
further schemes for the supply and distribution of water for
agricultural use during the year, and in several schemes a
piped supply of water has been supplied to cottages adjacent
to farm premises, Negotiations are in progress with the
Ministry in one case to lay the water main to fit in with the
proposed general scheme to provide a piped supply to the area.

Water Act, 1945

A scheme has been formulated to supply a piped supply
of water to north and north-eastern parishes in this District. A
trial borehole has been selected at Totford and the scheme is
awaiting an enquiry by the Ministry of Health. '

18



An agreement has been entered into with the Southamptoa
Corporation Water Undertaking to take a bulk supply of watei
to provide the parish of Owslebury with a piped supply of
water. A high level reservoir (50,000 gallons) at Baybridge
(420 O.D.) is proposed, from which the water will be distributed
to the village of Owslebury and the hamlets of Baybridge and
Morestead.

Tenders are to be called for early in 1947 for work to
provide a standpipe supply of water for the village of Bighton
{rom an existing bore as an interim scheme until the proposed
ceneral scheme comes into operation.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE |

A frm of Consulting Engineers has prepared a scheme to |
drain the parishes of Hedge End, Botley and Bursledon, and
lso the unsewered part of the parish of Hound adjoining them.
The ultimate disposal of the sewage after treatment will be in
Southampton Water.

Renewed tenders have been called for in connection with
the Sewerage Scheme for West Fnd, and it is hoped that the
work will be commenced in 1947.

SCAVENGING

A system of kerbside collection of refuse and salvage 1s
now in operation by direct labour for the whole of the Rural
District.  The frequency of collection varies with the need
of the various parishes, the more urbanised parishes once a
week and the more rural areas once a month. Disposal is by
means of controlled tipping.

FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES
inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces

I o e No. of written Oceupiers
Pre 'II'H.IHE 8 Inspections netides prosecuted
Y., k8 e ALY S = o e 3 . 1
Factories (with mechanical power) ... | 10 1 —
: . : |
Factories (without mechanical power) | 52 1 —
Other premises under the Act (includ- |
ing works of building and engineer- |
ing construction, but not including |
outworkers’ premises) 5 e
Totals ; G2 9

JOHN L. FARMER. Medical Officer of Health.

14




SANITARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT, 1945
Ladies and Gentlemen,

: I beg to report briefly the vear's work
- administration as shewn in the

below, carried out in the district during the year .—

of sanitary
routine inspections, tabulated

Statute

—

‘Milk and Dairies

Mature of Visit

No. of
Inspections

|
(a) Number of Milk Producers regis- ,

Regulations, 1926 tered during year 10
to 1943 <o | (b) Inspections for re-constructions, ‘
alterations and cleanliness 98
(c) Number of alterations and im- |
. provements to dairy premises 7
Factories Act, Inspections oo 19 T
1937 e-inspections s | 43
Shops Act, 1934 | Routine inspection of premises ... | 26
Food and Drugs :
Act, 1938 ... | Inspection of food 133
Housing Act, 1936 | (a) Rural Housing Survey 2636
- Part 11 uses inspected in respect of
essential repairs el 127
: (c) Re-inspection of premises e 598
Public Health lfa} Inspection of premises 9231
Act, 1936 (b) Nuisances found and remedied 143
(c) Re-inspection of premises 1188
£ J ) Water Supply Inspections 1 a6
e) Infectious Diseases—Visits and
_ Disinfections 117
Rat and Mice (a) Number of premises surveyed ... 2508
uction) Act, | (b) Number of premises treated ... |' 749
IRodent Control ...
lInterviews e Ty
Samples of well-water examined ... 46
umber reported polluted - 18
, Samples of milk examined fo !
, efficiency of Pasteurisation 3
Sewage effluent examined il 1
3 Total 7953

s TR

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

FRANK HURST, M.S.I.A.
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