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WILTSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL.

Annual Report of the County Medical Officer
of Health for the year 1900.

My LorDS AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my Third Annual Report as Medical Officer of Health for
the County Council of Wiltshire.

This Report is to a certain extent a summary of the information derived from the
perusal of the Annual Reports, which have been presented for the year 1900, by the Medieal
Ofticers of Health for the respective Urban and Rural Distriet Councils within the adminis-
trative County. Results of my own observations are contained in Part I. of the Report.

As I mentioned in my Report for the year 1899, few of these Reports were of great
length, and few contained mueh detail of the sanitary condition of the various parishes making
up the various Districts. The majority of the Reports were presented with less delay than in
previous years. The Memorandum of the Loeal Government Board upon the subject intimates
the necessity that Reports of Medieal Officers should be presented within a month or six weeks
from the end of the year, and should in all cases be presented within three months.

The Standing Order of the County Council upon the subject is ns follows :—

 Medical Officers of Health shall so transmit the copies of their Reports, which in pursuance
“of Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 1888, are to be transmitted to the County Council,
“that they may reach the Clerk of the Council not later than the 14th day of February in every
“ year, or such later day as may be prescribed by the Local Government Board as the last upon
“which such Reports are to be received by that Board."”

The remarks respecting the printing of the Annual Reports of Medical Officers of
Health made by Professor Smith in previous Reports, and in my Reports for 1898 and 1899,

have borne but very little fruit. For the year 1900 the Annual Reports of 10 Urban and 14
Rural Distriets are printed.
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Table showini’g date of Receipt of Report by Clerk to the County Council, and whether

Report is Printed or not :—

Date when Report s Urban or . i
Received, DISTRICT. Rural: Report Printed or Unprinted.
17 January Pewsey iy i S Rural Unprinted.
6 February Tisbury s o by Rural Printed.
L = Balisbury - s il Rural PBrinted.
12 o Marlborough i o ,| Rural Printed.
12 = Wilton o o ..| Urban Unprinted.
13 o Salisbury i = i Urban Printed.
14 i Marlborough = i Urban Printed (Newspaper Cutting).
14 i Warminster .. i | Urban Printed (Newspaper Cutting).
14 - Warminster ., o » | Rural Printed.
16 - Chippenham .. - S Urban Unprinted.
23 i Calne e e e Rural Unprinted.
23 W Calne i 4 o Urban Unprinted.
26 5 Wilton e “is “i | Rural | Printed.
26 ot Mere . i o Rural | Printed.
6 March Trowbridge .. s ol Urban | Printed.
L] i Melksham ., ) £ Urban Printed (Newspaper Cutting).
] o Melksham au i e Rural Printed.
13 is Amesbury i i i Rural Printed.
14 o Westbury e o = Urban Printed.
15 o Westbury and Whorwellsdown ., Rural Printed.
16 i Chippenham .. i Rural Printed (Newspaper Cutting.
18 5 Devizes . s 1 Urban Printed.
18 = Devizes " o ..|] Rural Printed.
15 = Bradford-on-Avon s i | Urban Printed.
23 o Ramsbury i = Rural Unprinted.
15 April Malmesbury .. ai : | Rural | Printed.
15 . Malmesbury .. s .| Urban | Printed.
16 3 Cricklade and Wootton Bassett | Rural | Printed.
28 o Swindon s 5 i Urban Printed.
6 May Highworth ., o =1} Rural Printed.

Unfortunately the Reports from some of the Districts were very late in coming in,
and the attention of the Authorities was called to the delay. None of the Reports presented
are of that elaborate eharacter that would justify the delay in presentation, and there appears
to be no reason why the whole of the Reports should not be in by the 31st March at latest.
One of the Medieal Officers of Health gave as a reason for delay that the Local Government
Board had issued a new set of tables for the Statisties, but these tables were issued in the month
of December, and can hardly be called a suflicient exense. With the new tables the Prineipal
Medical Officer of the Local Government Board issued the following cireular which I consider it
advisable to print at length, as it gives the latest requirements of the Loeal Government Board
as regards the duties of Medical Officers of Health, &e.

Memorandum as to Annual Reports of Medical Officers of Health.

“Every Medical Officer of Health, appointed under Order of Local Government Roard, is required to
make an annual report with regard to each Sanitary District, or division of a District, which is under his
superintendence. This report is to be for the year ending the 3ist of December, or, if the Officer at that
date has not been in office for a whole year, then for so much of the vear as has elapsed since his appoint-
ment. The report is to be made to the Council by whom he is appointed, and the Medical Officer of Health
himself should send a copy of it to the Local Government Board and to the County Council or County
Councils of the County or Counties within which his district may be situated. It should be made as soon
as practicable after the expiration of the year to which it relates. The Medical Officer of Health ought not,
in general, to have any difﬁcultir in doing this within a month or six weeks: but if from any special
circumstances the report canmnot be completed within six weeks, it should be understood that the delay
must not be indefinite, and that the report should be in the hands of his Council, and of the Board, within,
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at most, three months from the end of the year. The Board's copy of the report should be forwarded to
them when the original is sent to the Council, except where the report is likely to printed by order of
the Council. In such cases the Board need only be supplied with a printed copy. It i8 very desirable that
the Annual Requrt should be printed, for the sake of fuci}]it}' of reference and in order that a supply of copies
may be available for distribution among the Town or District Councillors and other persons interested.

Article 18 (Section 14) of the Board’s Order of March, 1891, specifies the information to be contained in
the Annual Report, and is annexed.

The report should be chiefly concerned with the conditions affecting health in the District and with the
means for improving these conditions. It should contain an account, brought up to the end of the year
under review, of the sanitary circumstances of the district, and of any improvement or deterioration which
may have occurred during the year in these circnmstances. Care should be taken to report fully and explicitly
on the influences affecting or threatening to affect injuriously the public health in the district, and on the
action which has been taken, or which may still be nceded, with a view to combat these influences. It is
of especial importance that the Medical Officer of Health should record what action has been taken to
n-1m~qll}- unthealthy conditions which have been reported by him in previous annual reports, or in special
reports presented during the year under review, and that attention should be called afresh, year by year, to
such as remain unremedied.

As subjects concerning which the Board desire to obtain, through Annual Reports of the Medical Officer
of Health, not only definite general information, but record also of particular changes of condition that are
pccurlrii;g incidentally or by action of the local authority, the following deserve to be especially borne
in mind:—

Physical features and general character of the District.

House accommodation, especially for the working class: ils adequacy and fitness for habitation. Suffi-
ciency of open space about houses and cleanliness of surroundings. Supervision over erection of
new houses.

Sewerage and drainage : its sufficiency in all parts of the District. Condition of sewers and house drains.
Method or Methods of disposal of sewage. Localities where improvements are needed.

Excrement disposal: system in vogue; defects, if any.
Removal and disposal of house refuse—whether by public scavenger or occupiers; frequency and method.

Water supply of the District or its several parts: its source (from public service or otherwise), nature
(river water, well water, upland water, ﬂ_lli'h, sufficiency, wholesomeness, and freedom (by special treat-
ment or otherwise) from risks of pellution.

Places over which the Council have supervision, e.g., lodging houses, slanghterhouses, bakehouses, dairies,
cowsheds, and milkshops, factories and workshops, and offensive trades.

Nuisances: proceedings for their abatement—any remaining unabated.

Methods of dealing with infectious diseases: notification; isolation hospital accommodation and its

sufficiency ; disinfection.

With regard to such points it should be remembered that these reports are for the information of the
Board and of the County Council as well as of the Council of the IMstrict, and that a statement of the local
circumstances and history of local sanitary questions, which may seem superfluous for the latter, may often
be needed by the former bodies.

The Medical Officer of Health, in reporting his proceedings and advice, should put on record whether
he has made systematic inspections of his Ihstrict. By * systematic inspections™ are meant inspections
independent of such inquiries as the Medical Officer of Health may have to make into particular outbreaks
of disease, or into unwholesome conditions to which his attention has been specially called by complaints
or otherwise, and such inspections will include the house-to-house inspections which may be necessary in
particular localities.

In making systematic inspections, as in much of his other action, the Medical Officer of Health will
usually have required the assistance of the Inspector of Nuisances; and the Medical Officer should include
in his report an account of the action which, at his instance, the Inspector may have taken for the removal
of nuisances injurious to health,

The report should deal with the extent, distribution, and causes of disease, especially of epidemic and
notifiable diseases, within the district; and should give an account of any noteworthy outbreaks of such
diseases during the year under review, stating the result of his investigations into their origin and propa-
gation, and the steps taken by him, or on his advice, with a view to check their spread.

The tabular statements of sickness and mortality in the District during the year, to be made on the
forms supplied for the purpose, should be the subject of comment in the text of the report, in so far as
deductions from them may assist the Board and the Councils concerned to an appreciation of the lines of
action needful in the future.

It will be ohserved that the forms for record of statistical data supplied on the present occasion differ
from those supplied in former years. Four tables have, at the suggestion of the Incorporated Society of
Medical Officers of Health, been substituted for Tables A and B previously in use. This has been done with
a view to facilitate record of a minimum amount of statistical information of the sort desired by the Board.

As regards these several tables a few observations appear to be needful:

In Table I. it should be stated for the whole district under the superintendence of a Medical Officer of
Health the number and rates of births, and of deaths under one year and at all ages, and the data on which
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the nett death-rate is based. Spaces are given for the insertion of the corresponding figures for the ten
previous years for purposes of comparison, a comparison which will often yield points of interest. In most
cases there should be no difficulty in obtaining the figures for former years from previous annual reports,
but if owing to changes in the constitution of the district or for other reasons the figures cannot be ascer-
tained for ten years, they should be given for as far back as they are available.

In Table II. the births, and the deaths corrected by the exclusion of those of non-residents and the
inclusion of those of residents dying elsewhere, are to be distributed among the localities to which they
belong, space being given in this table also for the insertion of the corresponding figures in previous years.
Az regards the classification by localities, it is to be observed that the District under the superintendence of
a Medical Officer of Health may contain several parts evidently differing in their circumstances, or having
very different rates of mortality, cither from all causes, or from some particular disease or class of diseases.
The observation of these differences can scarcely fail to lead to valuable information, especially when the
returns for several years can be compared together, and it is in view of such differences that the tabular
statements are required in Article 18 (Section 14) to be classified according to “/localifies,”” and that provision
for such a classification is made in the forms supplied for returns of deaths. In the absence of any obvious
differences of the above sort, it will still be desirable where the district is of any considerable size and has
recognized sub-divisions to classify the deaths according to the part of the district in which they oceur;
and for this purpese any areas of known population (such as wards, parishes or groups of parishes, or
registration su 1-(1Estrintﬁ] may be taken as representing *“ focalities,”” for the purposes of the Order,

In small districts having wo sub-divisions of known population Table 1. need nol be filled up.

Table III. provides for the number of notified cases of infectious disease during the year, classified
according to ages of patients and localities, and also the number of cases removed to hospital from each
locality. As regards the classification according to locality, the same considerations apply to the records of
sickness as of deaths.

Table 1V. provides for the deaths during the year from various ceuses, classified according to ages and
localities. In populeus districts a more extended table in a similar form containing a more complete classifi-
cation of causes of death may with advantage he substituted for this form.

Greal cave should be laken to nole carefully the headings and the fool-noies before proceeding lo fill the
colwmns and the blank spaces in these fabies.

What has been said above with regard to the information which an annual report should contain must
be understood, not as suggesting that the report should be limited to these subjects, but as indicating the
sort of information required by the Board’s Order. Many Medical Officers of Health will doubtless, with
great advantage to the administration of their districts, furnish much more detailed information and statistics
respecting particular questions to which they have been led by the circumstances of the foregoing year to
devote attentirn, or in the investigation of which they may have arrived at definite conclusions. Any
information of this kind will be appreciated by the Local Government Board.”

W. H. POWER,

Local Government Board, Medical Officer.
December, rgoo,

EXTRACT FROM TIHE ORDER OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.
z3rd March, 18g1.
Dulies.

Art. 18. The following shall be the duties.of the Medical Officer of Health in respect of the District for
which he is appointed.

(1.) He shall inform himself as far as practicable respecting all influences affecting or threatening to affect
injuriously the public health within the District.

{2.) He shall inguire into and ascertain by such means as are at his disposal the causes, origin, and
distribution of diseases within the District, and ascertain to what extent the same have depended on
conditions capable of removal or mitigation.

(3.) He shall by inspection of the District, both systematically at certain periods, and at intervals as oceasion
may require, keep himself informed of the conditions injurious to health existing therein.

{4.) He shall be prepared to advise the Sanitary Authority on all matters affecting the health of the
Diistrict, and on all sanitary points involved in the action of the Sanitary Authority; and in cases
requiring it, he shall certify, for the guidance of the Sanitary Authority or of the Justices, as to any
matter in respect of which the Certificate of a Medical Officer of Health or a Medical Practitioner
is required as the basis or in aid of sanitary action.

(5.) He shall advise the Sanitary Authority on any question relating to health involved in the framing
and subsequent working of such byelaws and regulations as they may have power to make, and as
to the adoption by the Sanitary Authority of the Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890, or of any
section of sections of such Act.

(6.) On receiving information of the outbreak of any contagious, infectious, or epidemic disease of a
dangerous character within the District, he shall visit without delay the spot where the outbreak has
cceurred, and inguire into the cause and circumstances of such outbreak, and in case he is not satisfied
that all due precautions are being taken, he shall advise the persons competent to act as to the
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measures which may appear to him to be required to prevent the extension oflthe disease, and take
such measures for the prevention of disease as he is legally authorised to takejunder any Statute in
force in the District, or by any Resolution of the Sanitary Authority. T'

(7.) Subject to the instructions of the Sanitary Authority, he shall direct or superintend the work of the
Inspector of Nuisances in the way and to the extent that the Sanitary Authority shall approve, and
on receiving information from the Inspector of Nuisances that his intervention lis required in conse-
quence of the existence of any nuisance injurious to health, or of any overcrowding in a house, he
shall, as early as practicable, take such steps as he is legally anthorised to take under any Statute in
force in the District, or by any Resolution of the Sanitary Authority, as the circumstances of the
case may justify and require.

(8.) In any case in which it may appear to him to be necessarv or advisable, or in which he shall be so
directed by the Sanitary Authority, he shall inspect and examine any animal, ¢arcase, meat, lmultr}',
game, flesh, fish, fruit, vegetables, corn, bread, flour, or milk, and any other article to which the
provisions of the Fublic Health Act, 1875, in this behalf shall apply, exposed for sale, or deposited for
the purpose of sale or of preparation for sale, and intended for the food of man, which is deemed to
be diseased, or unsound. or unwholesome, or unfit for the food of man; and if he finds that such
animal or article is diseased, or unsound, or unwholesome, or unfit for the food of man, he shall give
such directions as may be necessary for causing the same to be dealt with by a Justice according
to the provisions of the Statutes applicable to the case.

(9.) He shall perform all the duties imposed upon him by any byelaws and regulations of the Sanitary
Autherity, duly confirmed where confirmation is legally reguired, in rq_-sluuci_ of any matter affecting
the public health, and touching which they are authorised to frame byelaws and regulations.

(10.) He shall inquire into any offensive process of trade carried on within the District, and report on the
appropriate means for the prevention of any nuisance or injury to health therefrom.

(t1.) He shall attend at the office of the Sanitary Authority or at some other appointed place, at such
stated times as they may direct.

(tz.; He shall from time to time report in writing to the Sanitary Authority his proceedings, and the
measures which may require to be adopted for the improvement or protection of the public health
in the District. He shall in like manner report with respect to the sickness and mortality within
the District, so far as he has bheen enabled to ascertain the same.

{13.) He shall keep a book or books, to be provided by the Sanitary Aunthority, in which he shall make an
eutry of his wvisits, and notes of his observations and instructions thereon, and also the date aud
nature of applications made to him, the date and result of the action taken thereon and of any
action taken on previous reports; and shall produce such book or books, whenever required, to the
Sanitary Authority.

{14.) He shall also make an annual report to the Sanitary Authority, up to the end of December in each
year, comprising a summary of the action taken, or which he has advised the Sanitary Authority to
take, during the vear for preventing the spread of disease, and an account of the sanitary state of
his District generally at the end of the year. The report shall also contain an account of the
inquiries which he has made as to conditions injurious to health existing in the District, and of the
proceedings in which he has taken part or advised under any Statute, so far as such proceedings
relate to those conditions; and also an account of the supervision exercised by him, or on his advice,
for sanitary purposes over places and houses that the Sanitary Authority have power to regulate,
with the nature and results of any proceedings which may have been so required and taken in
respect of the same during the year. The report shall also record the action taken by him, or on
his advice, during the year, in regard to offensive trades, to dairies, cow-sheds, and milk shops, and
to factories and workshops. The report shall also contain tabular statements {on forms to be
supplied by Us, or to the li)ilr.e effect), of the sickness and mortiality within the District, classified
according Lo diseases, ages and localities:

Provided that, if the Medical Officer of Health shall cease to hold office, before the Thirty-first
of December of any year, he shall make the like report for so much of the year as shall have
expired when he ceases 1o hold office.

(15.) He shall give immediate information to Us of any outbreak of dangerous epidemic disease within the
District, and shall transmit to Us a copy of each annual Report, and of any special Report. He
shall make a special report to Us of the grounds of any advice which he may give lo the Banitary
Authority with a view to their requiring the closure of any school or schools, on pursuance of the
Code of Regulations approved by the Education Department; and for the time being in force.

(16.) At the same time that he %Wus information to Us of an outbreak of infectious r.ll.g.e&ser or transmits
to Us a copy of his annual report or of any special report, he shall give the like information or
transmit a copy of such report to the County Council or County Councils of the County or Counties
within which his District may be situated.

{17.) In matters not specifically provided for in this Order, he shall observe and execute any instructions
issued by Us, and the lawful orders and directions of the Sanitary Authority applicable to his office.

{18.) Whenever we shall make Regulations for all or any of the purposes specified in Section 134 of the
Public Health Act, 1875 and shall declare the regulations so made to be in force within any area
comprising the whole or any part of the District, he shall observe such regulations, so far as the
same relate to or concern his office.™



Some of-f! the Medical Officers have constructed their Reports on the lines laid down by
Dr. Power, but inseveral instances very little information of value is given in the Reports, and

the detailed information as to the sanitary condition of the various villages in the Rural Distriets
is only given by the Medical Officers of one or two of the Districts, notably Highworth and
Warminster.

With the object of assisting the Medieal Officers of Health in approaching more uni-
formity in their Reports, and also obtaining neecessary information which is frequently omitted
from annual Reports, a Supplementary Form “C” was sent out to the various Medical Officers
in December. This Form has been filled in by the Medieal Oflicers of nearly all the Districts.

Srecial REPORTS.

Considerable uneertainty and opportunity for misunderstanding exists amongst
Medical Officers of Health, as to what Reports are to be treated as “periodieal ” and “speeial ”
within the meaning of the Local Government Act, 1888, section 19, and the General Order of the
Local Government Board of March 23rd, 1801, article 18, which provides that copies of such
“periodical” and “special” Reports are to be sent to the County Council. In reply to com-
munications from various Authorities, the Local Govermment Board when asked for a satisfactory
definition of the terms “periodical” and “special” sent the following, which still leaves room for

doubt and misunderstanding :—
Local Government Board, Whitehall, 8.W.
March, 1go1.

I am directed by the Local Government Board to state that the Board have not considered it necessary
to issue any General Order or Regulation defining—for the purposes of Article 18 (15 and 16) of the Orders
of March, 1901, —the Reports which are included in the terms “special’ and “ periodical™; but they may
say that Reports which deal only with individual nuisances or the smaller details of sanitary work, as also
Reports which are made by the Medical Officer of Health in the ordinary course, including monthly, g uar-
terly, or other short period routine reports need not be regarded as “special” reports, copies of which are
to be sent to the Board and to the County Council, unless they happen to include mention of some unusual
maiter or event that has occurred during the period,

Reports, however, that are made for any special purpose, such for instance, as (1) Reports giving an
account of the sanitary state of a District, or ot any section of it, and intended to form a basis of systematic
work by the Medical Officer of Health in the future; (2) Reports on the need for adoption or revision of
Regulations or of Bye-laws, or on their enforcement : (3) Reports on schemes dealing with areas under the
Housing of the Working Classes Acts, or dealing with the condition of groups of dwellings of any particular
class, or in any ﬁpgcia] loc?]ity; and (4) Reports on the occasion of Outbreaks of Disease, rfmf Reports
advising the closing of Public Elementary Schools should in the Board’s view be considered “special,”” and
t‘-::upies_lnl' such Report should be forwarded by a Medical Officer of Health to this Board, and to the County

ouncil.

Adverting to section 19 of the Local Government Act, 1838, T am to state that the only periodical
Report, of which a copy has at present to be forwarded to the Board by a Medical Officer of Health, is his
Annual Report.

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant,
JOHN LITHIBY, Assistant Secretary.

AREAS,

The Urban Distriets have a total arvea of 19569 acres, and the Rural Districts of 820306

acres.
PoPULATION.

The population of the County is shown in the following Table :—

Paopulation.

Uncorrected
Census, 1901,

Census, 1801,

Estimated at
middle of 1859,

Estimated at
middle of 1900,

Urban o 112615 95502 113272 113295
Rural 158757 165630 165728 162425
Total J." 271372 261222 279000 275720




‘Tables showing the number of Inhabited Houses and population at thie Census of 1891
and 1901 in the County, and Urban and Rural Districts of Wilts :—

| Inhabited Houses,

[
Inerease or decrense of

Increase or decrease of

inhabited houses Population. | population between
| i hc-.tl-\*mni'ﬂ_l_l_".!i:_ 1901, | A 1801 and 19401,
1591 ‘ 1801 Increase. | Decrease. 1891 1901 | Increase. | Decrease,
b |— — — e =
WILTSHIRE 56012 | 60741 3829 261222 | 271372 10150
S - Inerease or decreaze of Inereasze or decrease of
. T nhabited Houses inhabited houses FPopulation. ulation between
URBAN DISTRICTS. - N y I"‘-"f"""”_?_’ﬂ?'}__@?_1_5"_"” } r"'""ﬁ'ﬂm and 1901.
1591 1901 Increase, | Decronse. 1801 [ 1901 Increase. | Decrease.
Bradford-on-Avon 1150 1120 e 30 || 4943 | 4514 i 429
Calne 751 812 61 ¥ i 3495 3456 o 39
Chippenham 985 1101 116 T | 4818 5074 456 e
Devizes . 1385 1433 48 | " 6426 6532 106 S
Malmesbury .. . 695 687 i 8 2064 2854 e 110
Marlborough .. | 818 624 6 3012 3046 34 e
Melksham 492 583 91 2078 2450 ave o
Salisbury ‘e i 3229 3651 429 i 15533 17117 1584
Swindon 4 e 5852 0257 2405 % ', 33001 44996 11985 i
tTrowbridge a5 2722 2816 94 e | 12048 11526 o 520
Warminster i . 1263 1267 14 oy 5663 5547 e 16
TWestbury s 1072 803 2 268 4439 3300 ak 1139
Wilton 480 518 a8 2120 2203 &3
Totals 20877 | 24672 4302 307 100238 112615 14630 2253

T Clarendon

District included in 1891 figures.

% Urban District created sinee 1891

Inerense or decrease of |

Inerease or decrease of

Inhabited Houses, inhabited houses Population. population between
RURAL DISTRICTS. i} = between 1891 & 1901, _ 1861 and 1901,
| 1581 1901 Increase. | Decrense. || 1501 1901 Inerease, | Decrease,

Amesbury . il 1566 | 1668 102 o GETE B2GE 1380 -
Bradford-on-Avon i 11563 1134 e 19 5408 5071 i aa7
Calne .. s Lol 1184 1128 5 56 | 5014 4615 A 399
Chippenham a5 ool 4738 3906 208 it || 17050 17885 B35 .
Cr i“k%ﬁtﬂ‘g Braantt ; | 2658 2594 s 64 11835 11357 b 478
Devizes e «of| 2808 2805 i 23 13318 13070 248
Highworth i .| 3015 3156 141 o 14300 14279 : a0
Malmesbury e 2263 2000 Fi 41 10203 9812 o o1
Marlborough .. 1162 1130 i 32 5494 5412 i B2
Melksham 893 1012 19 o 4480 4439 - 41
Mere .. » o 1857 | 1288 o 99 5762 5210 : 562
Pewsey i 20678 | 2573 e 105 11713 _11909 504
Ramsbury 1877 | 1744 . 133 8023 7093 830
Salisbury 2708 2797 2 o 12894 12860 i 34
Tisbury o i 1956 1845 . 111 8597 T4 " 883
Warminster g 1846 1611 e 235 7470 6234 T * 1236
Westutl h%i:&rellsdown } 1855 2o 28 i i b e &
Wilton . o 1739 1716 J 24 7774 T467 i so7
Tetbury (Wilts portion) .. 82 Ta e 8 430 358 s 72
Totals ...|| 86285 36069 849 1015 162340 | 158757 2041 6524

|
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The Po?ulaticn at various periods of the County has been as follows:—

1801 ... 183,820 1861 ... 249,811
1811 ... 191,853 1871 . 257,177
1821 ai o 219,674 1881 .. 258,965
1831 - 237,244 1891 e 264,997
1841 - 256,280 1901 - 271,372
1851 - 204,231

The population of Westbury is for the first time treated as Urban, making an allowanee
for this the net increase in the Urban population is 13723, instead of 17023, and the net deciease
in the Rural population is 13723, instead of 17023, and the net decrease in the Rural population
is only 3373 nstead of 6873.

During the ten years 1891-1900, there were 68,931 births in the County of Wiltshire,
and 40774 deaths: the total natural inerease of the population, or exeess of births over deaths was
thus 28157. The total inerease of population as shown by the recent eensus was 10,150, therefore
18,007 persons must have emigrated or left the County during the ten years.

Last year I gave the population of the County as estimated by the various Medical
Officers, and expressed a doubt as to the accuracy of the estimation. At the time of writing,
only the uncorrected enameration of the population has been published, which gives the total
population as 271372 for the Administrative County. But there is some doubt whether
the Administrative County as given by the Registrar General exactly corvesponds with the
Administrative County under the Wilts County Couneil, as amended by the various boundary
revisions, it will therefore be necessary that the figures for the individual parishes be examined
before a correct estimation of our population ean be arrived at. In many of the Counties of
England and Wales, the figures for each Registration District and Parish were published during
the month of May, but the tigures for only one or two of the Wiltshire District are available
at present. The Birth and Death Rates and Rates of Incidence of Disease, &e., based on
such unreliable data, are of very little value. Some of the rates given by the Medical Officers
were incorrect even upon the data given. I propose when the corrected returns of the Census
are available, to issue supplementary tables giving the corrected rates for the various Districts.

BirrHs.

There were 6613 births registered in the administrative County during the year 1900,
and of these 3831 were births in Rural Districts, and 2782 were births in Urban Districts.

The following Table shows the average Birth-rate of the whole Administrative County
per 1000 of population for the years 1800-1900, and for the Urban and Rural Districts for the
years 1893-1900, together with, for purposes of comparison, the corresponding rates for England
and Wales, and for the 33 large towns in England :—
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DISTRICTS. | 1890 | 1801 ‘ 1892 | 1893 | 1804 | 1895 | 1896 | 1887 | 1 1899 | 1900
|

Administrative |

County ... ...| o76 | £78 | 270 | 279 | 261" | 268 | 264 | 257 | 2060 | 2469 | 2437

Urban Distriets 279 29:2 28-3 25-2 256 2447 | 24-T0%*

|

| 1
Rural Distriets | 263 25-3 254 | 254 245 24-5 24-74 | 24-13%4+
England and | .
Wales ... ... 302 314 | 305 30-8 £9-6 303 29-7 29-7 29-4 203 28-9

Large Towns |
in England ...| 304 425 | a1-8 318 206 -2 307 0T 20-3 30-2

From this it will be seen that the Birth-rate of the County in the eombined Urban
Districts and the combined Rural Distriets has been, and still is, considerably below the average
for England and Wales.

The Birth-rate varied in the Urban Districts from 273 per 1000 population in the
Devizes Distriet, to 166 in the Marlborough Distriet. In the Rural Districts the variation was
between 2749 in the Ramsbury Distriet and 16-5 per 1000 in the Warminster District.
* Caleulated upon the 1901 Census population of 271372,

* # Calenlated upon the 1901 Census Urban population of 112615,
** % Calenlated upon the 1901 Census Rural population of 158757,

The Birth-rates of the several Urban Districts as given by the Medieal Officers were
as follows :—

Per 1000 of Per 1000 of

population, population.
Devizes SRR , Warminster s 2385
Calne w2679 , Chippenham o ARER]
Swindon o 263 Trowbridge e 186
Salisbury Yo BEET Wilton e 1774
Melksham e 254 Bradford-on-Avon ... e AL
Malmesbury wne SRR Marlborough o 166
Westhury 245

The Rural Distriets Birth-rates were as follows :—

Per 1000 of Per 1000 of

population. population,
Ramsbury TR Mere e 2274
Highworth s STB Tetbury (Wilts Portion) e 238
Chippenham e o Malmesbury e 2273
Devizes o e 26°3 Calne e AlrD
Marlborough e 246 Wilton oiv. 218
Pewsey e 34-D Tisbury s 205
Cricklade & Wootton DBassett ... 24-2 Salisbury s 2000
Amesbury 5 we  23-55 Bradford-on-Avon ... o 19°4
Melksham SE N Warminster e ae. 167D
Westbury & Whorwellsdown ... 228

Although there were 10 more Births in the Urban Distriets of Wiltshire in 1900 than
in 1899, there were 280 fewer Births in the Administrative County than in 1899, as there were
200 fewer Births in the Rural Districts. Westbury is for the first time treated as an Urban
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District ; if the 82 Births occurring there were transferred to the Rural Distriet, &e., it would
show as compared with 1899, that there was a falling off of 72 in the Urban Births. The Birth-
rate in England and Wales in 1900 was 289 per 1000 of the population, which is lower than in
any other year on record. Compared with the average in the 10 years 1890-99, the Birth-
rate in 1900 shows a decrease of 1-2 per 1000.

DEATHS.

The number of Deaths registered in the Administrative County in 1900 was 3967.
The natural increase of population (excess of Births over Deaths) was 2646,

The Death-rate for the Administrative County was 1461 per 1000 of the popnlation ;
for the combined Urban Districts 13:00 per 1000 ; for the combined Rural Distriets 1575 per
1000. There was a considerable difference in the Death-rates of the various Distriets, the range
in the Urban Distriets being from 20°3 per 1000 in Westbury to 63 per 1000 in Wilton. The
Death-rate for Westbury is above the average for England and Wales. In the Rural Distriets
the Death-rate varied from 204 in Devizes District to 110 in Calne District.  In the year 1899,
Devizes and Calne Districts were the highest and lowest respectively.

The average Death-rate of the whole Administrative County per 1000 of population, and
of the combined Urban and Rural Districts respectively, for the years 1890-1900, is shown in
the following Table, together with the corresponding rates for England and Wales, and for the
33 large towns in England, taken from the Registrar General’s Returns :—

i
- | .
DISTRICTS. 1890 | 1801 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 = 1896 | 1897 | 1898 | 1899 i 1900
e S R R Ii | =
|
Administrative , | i '
County ... .| 162 | 169 | 178 | 160 | 1564 | 159 | 138 | 148 | 144 | 1578 | 14-61*
[ l | !
Urban Distriets ... 156 | 152 | 148 | 137 12 | 131 | 15-44 | 13:00**
Rural Distriets ... | 183 | 159 | 156 | 130 | 139 | 15:5 | 1587 |1575%ee
o [ EEE S, S R S | AR S
England and | ! ' -
Wales .. .| 195 | 202 | 1900 | 192 | 166 | 187 | 171 | 174 | 176 | 183 | 183
Town Distriets !
in England ...| 216 | 224 | 206 | 216 | 180 | 205 | 189 | 190 | 183 | 202 | 181
Country Distriets ! | ' |
of England |
and Wales ..| 174 | 185 | 181 | 174 | 158 ! 1770 | 153 | 168 | 180 | 171 | 175

From the above it will be seen that the Death-rate of the County compares very
favourably with the average for England and Wales, as also does the combined Urban Death-
rate with that of the large towns and the Rural Death-rate with that of the Country Districts
of England and Wales.

* Caleulated upon the 1901 Census population of 271372,
* * Caleulated upon the 1801 Census Urban population of 112614,
® & & Calealated upon the 1901 Cemsus Rural population of 168757,

In the Urban Districts there were 285 fewer deaths registered than in 1899. There
was a considerable decrease in the mortality amongst young children, there being 117 fewer
deaths under 1 year, and 69 fewer deaths between the ages of 1 and 5 years. There was a
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decrease of 1 in the number of deaths between 5 and 15 years, 1 between 15 anfl 25 years, and
a deerease of 111 in the number of deaths of persons over 65 years of age. | There was an
increase of 14 deaths between the ages of 25 and 65. There was a decrease in the total number
of deaths from all canses in all the Urban Districts of the County.

In the Rural Districts there were 146 fewer deaths registered than in 1899. Here also
there was a decrease in the mortality amongst young children, there being 56 fewer deaths
under 1 year, 32 less between 1 and 5 years. There were 3 more deaths between the ages of 5
and 15 years; 3 more between the 15 and 25 years; and 22 more between the ages of 25 and
65 years. There was a decrease of 86 over the age of 65 years. There was an inerease in the
total number of deaths from all causes in the Amesbury, Devizes, Malmesbury, Marlborough
Mere, Pewsey, Tisbury, and Wilton Rural Distriets, and a deerease in all the other Districts.

With regard to the Urban Districts, there was only one whose Death-rate exceeded the
average for England and Wales, viz. : Westbury.

In the Rural Districts there were two whose Death-rates exceeded the average for
England and Wales, viz. : Ramsbury and Devizes.

Number of Deaths at all ages.

Arranged in the order of their Death-rates, the Urban Districts stand thus :—

Per 1000 of Per 1000 of

population. population.
Wilton - 6-3 Chippenham e ... 1364
Melksham o 100 Bradford-on-Avon ... e 1471
Bwindon -~ 10-1 Warminster e 142
Marlborough I 10-9 Salisbury e - 1671
Calne o G Malmesbury we- 180
Devizes R Westbhury e 208
Trowbridge R 1 i

Arranged in order of their Death-rates, the Rural Districts stand as follows :—

Per 1000 of Per 1000 of

population. | population.
Calne «. 110 |  Marlborough 15
Bradford-on-Avon S il Cricklade & Wootton Bassett ... 152
Tetbury (Wilts Portion) o 1 L Westbury & Whorwellsdown ... 152
Melksham R 1, i Wilton e 154
Malmesbury Er s Mere e 1645
Highworth . 143 Chippenham saa g e 1576
Salisbury we 148 Amesbury we 180
Tisbury e S s Ramsbury wes 195
Warminster - P s Devizes e 204
Pewsey v o150

Infantile Mortality.—The Death-rate of infants during the year 1900 in the adminis-
trative County was more favourable than the year preceding. The mean infantile mortality
Death-rate per 1000 births for the years 1890-1899 was 101'4 for the County.

The following Table shows the average infantile Death-rate for the County per 1000
births for the years 1890-1900, together with, for purposes of comparison, the eorrespondin
rates for England and Wales, and for the 33 large towns, taken from the Registrar General's
Returns :—
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DISTRICTS. 1890 1891 1882 1893 1884 1895 1896 1897 1898 1898 1900
Administrative

County ... T 100 111 a8 103 102 88 113 100 | 118:05 | 940
Urban Districts 110 | 147-54 | 956
Rural Distriets .. : ot 98 94-87 | 115-7
England and

Wales 151 149 148 158 137 161 148 156 161 183 | 154-0
Large Towns 1

in England 171 167 163 181 152 182 168 176 176 | 181 | 172-0
Rural England

and Wales 124 | 1380

| |

From the above it will be observed that the mean rate for the years 1890-1900 for the
County, compares very favourably with the figures for England and Wales,

Deaths under one year.
Arranged in order of their Infantile Mortality Rates, the Urban Districts stand as

Balisbury

Trowhridge
Bradford-on-Avon
Malmesbury

Marlborough

“"utithur}'

Per 1000
Births.
. 103:6

. 1068
. 1390
. 1448

. 1800

. 2078

The Rural Districts, in respect of their Infantile Mortality Rates, stand thus :—

follows :—

Per 1000

Births.
Calne 53-1
Melksham 670
Wilton 730
Chippenham 8185
Devizes 887
Warminster e 930
Swindon . 101:1

Per 1000

Births.
Melksham e el 281G
Mera i s S9:8
Ramsbury .en B4°5
Devizes ... . GG-B
Salisbury s 690
Cricklade & Wootton Bassett . 696
Calne : i g ]
Tishury e o 790
Malmesbury ; .. 830
Pewsey - Ba-7

Bradford-on-Avon
Marlborough
Chippenham

Wilton
Highwort

Westbury & Whorw

h

Warminster

Tetbury

Amesbury

{‘eilsdnwn

Per 1000
Rirths.
B5-7
859
048

euw 1010
we 1020
. 1153
L
. 1430
. 1666

It will be observed from the above Table that the only Districts which exceeded the

average for England and Wales were the Marlborough and Westbury Urban Distriets.

The subject of the Infantile Mortality does not appear to engage the attention of some

of the District

demands,

{

|

edieal Officers in the County to the extent that the gravity of the subject
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Phithizis Mortality—The number of deaths attributed to Phthisis in thg administrative
County was 285, of these 119 were registered in the Urban Districts, and 166 in the Rural
Districts.

The following Table shows the Phthisis Death-rate per 1000 of the estimjated population
for the administrative County, and for the combined Urban and Rural Distrigts respectively,
for the 11 years 1890-1900.

|
AREAS. 1890 | 1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 1895 | 1896 | 1897 maJ 1899 | 1900
Administrative | N-°fDeaths | .. [ .. | .| . | .. 802 245 | 216 |275) [269 | 285
County | Rate per 1000 (1-83 |105 '1-24 |1-18 |108 (111 |-90 | -78 | -89 | -96 | 106
|
lN f Death 134 | 108 119
Combined 0. of Deaths | .. e . .. . 78 | 108 | 108
Urban Dim‘iﬂtﬂi Rateper1000 | .. | .. | .. | .. | .. |128 [100 | 12 | -88 | -85 | 1-05%*
- i
MNo.ofDeaths| .. | oo | o [ oo | .. |268 (187 |138 | 166 {161 | 168
Combined = i ! ot
Rural Distriets | Rate per1000 | .. | .. | .. | .. | .. |1-00 | 82 | 83 [1:01 | ‘07 | 1-04%s+
| | .
e | |
E“g{%:ﬁ,?"d Rate per 1000 | 1-682 1-599|1~4as|1-46511-335 1398 | 1907|1341 131 | — | 138

* Caleulated upon the 1901 Census population of 271372,
* ¥ Caleulated upon the 1901 Census Urban population of 112615,
#® =% Caleulated upon the 1901 Census Rural population of 158757.

From the above Table it will be noticed that the rate for the administrative County as
a whole is greater than for any year from 1896 to 1899, but is not so high as the 1894 rate.

The Phthisis Death-rate varied in the Urban Distriets from 033 per 1000 of the
population in Marlborongh to 1-68 in Malmesbury. In the Rural Districts the rate varied from
018 per 1000 of the population in the Bradford-on-Avon Distriet to 161 per 1000 of the
population in the Devizes District.

Tubereulosis has gradually eome to be recognised as an Infeetious )isease, and as being
set up hy some substance which is earried directly or indireetly from a patient or animal already
suffering from Tuberculosis to an individual who, up to the time of the introduetion of this
matter is free from the disease. Since the proof of its infeetive nature was first obtained, and
in a more marked degree since its bacterial origin was fully demonstrated, the discussion of
Tuberenlosis has become one of the burning questions of the day, and there is a very general
appreciation of the necessity for taking energetic steps to rout the sconrge, which has wrought
such havoe amongst our men, women and children, and also amongst our cattle.

During the year 374 persons died from Phthisis and the various forms of Tubercular
disease in this County ; giving a death-rate from this canse of 1:37 per 1000 of the population.
The deaths from Tubercular Diseases were equal to 942 per cent. of the deaths from all causes
in the County. The rate for England and Wales for 1899 was 104 per cent.

The Voluntary Notitieation of Phthisis has been adopted in two or three Districts in
the County during the year, and a number of Medical Officers have advised the adoption.

As an inducement, I offered where voluntary notifieation was adopted, to examine sputa
from cases notitied, for the bacillus Tuberculosis, free of all charge, and to pmviiiie suitﬂh_lu tubes
for the collection of the sputa. Already between 40 and 50 samples have eome in, and in some
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cases the di of Tubereulosis has not been econfirmed after several examinations. In other
cases where ase was hardly suspected the bacillus was found present in large numbers,
thus demonstra the advantages of bacteriological examinations in the earlier stages of the
disease. '

[

and Pleurisy
were in t?x_e

The
population for
1895-1900.

Diseases Mortality.—The number of deaths from Bronchitis, Pneumonia
, registered in the administrative County, amounted to 656, of which 240
striets, and 461 in the Rural Distriets.
ing Table shows the Death-rate from Respiratory Diseases per 1000 of the
ole County for the combined Urban and Rural Districts for the years

1895 ! 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900

| No.of Deaths | 763 | ﬂﬁl‘ 591 621 794 | 656
| Rate per 1000 | 282 | 206 215 | 235 | 284 | 24l

iNn.ufDeaths 200 | 201 | 22 | 282 | 863 | 240

d Urban
Aeles 2:14 2:-10 326 2-13

[
| Rate per 1000 | 278 = 2:19

|
d Rupa] No-of Deaths | 473 ! 337 359 389 431 416
"' | Rate per 1000 | 285 = 208 | 21 234 | 260 | 262

The B
1000 of the pu
from 1-19 per .

Gene
whole adminis
the Rural Dis
Fever, Diph
Diarrhoea and

The
Diseases for
respectively, for
and Wales for

th-rate for Respiratory Diseases in the Urban Distriets varied from 042 per
on in Wilton to 509 per 1000 in Westbury. In the Rural Distriets it varied
n Calne Rural District to 552 in the Amesbury Rural Distriet.

wtic Mortality.—The total number of deaths from Zyvmnotie Diseases in the
wve County was 201, of which 80 oeccurred in the Urban Districts, and 121 in
 under the head of “Zymotic” are included Swmall pox, Measles, Searlet
Whooping Cough, Typhus, Enteric Fever, simple or continued Fever,
tery, and Cholera.

ving Table shows the total mortality from the seven prineipal Zymotie
ministrative County, and for the combined Urban and Rural Districts
years 1891-1900 ; and also for comparative purposes the rate for England
pars 1591-1900.

5 1.l | .
ARE: ‘ 1891 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1895 1991;1 1897 1898 | 1899 | 1900
(F |
No. of Deaths | 202 | 218 | 302 | 225 | 364 201
Rateperzooo [ .. | .. | .. | .. | 74| 80 (220 | 81 |130 | 74
. .
No.ofDeaths| .. | .. | .. | .. | 2| oo| 158 | 127 201 | g0
|
Rate per 1000 | ,, | |, i .. %8 | 98 | 144 | 115 [177 | ‘71
No. of Deaths | _, - o o 120 ; 119 | 146 | 98 163 | 121
| Rateperzoco | ., | ., | ., [ .. | 78| | 88| 68| 98 | 76
| Rate pertoo0 | 19 |20 |25 |17 |21 | 218 | 215 | 292 | 291 | 1.67
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It will be observed that the Zymotic Mortality was below the aver -;;_. rate for the year
1899, and was much below the average rate for the whole of England and Wales for the year
1900.

The Zymotic Death-rate in the Marlborongh, Chippenham, Salisbury, Bradford-on-Avon
and Malmesbury Urban Distriets exceeded the mean rate for the combined E’rh&n Distriets, and
that of Chippenham, Pewsey, Malmesbury, Ramsbury, Amesbury, and Mere, exceeded the mean
rate for the Rural Districts, whilst Bradford-on-Avon Urban, and hl:;,i]]mshury Urban, and Mere
Rural exceeded the mean rate for England and Wales.

The Zymotic Mortality in former years was very much lower in the Rural than Urban
Districts, but this year the position is reversed.

NOTIFICATION AND MORTALITY FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The Infectious Diseases Notification Act, 1889, had been adopted in every District in
Wiltshire prior to the passing of the Infections Diseases (Notitication) Extension Act, 1899.
The latter Act came into operation on the 1st of January, 1900, and repealed the power given
under the Act of 1889 to adopt, and made the Act compulsory throughout England and Wales.

During the year I have received each month from every Distriet, a return showing
the number of cases of Infections Disease in each parish of the County, and have published the
same regularly in the County Notification Summary, a copy of which is sent to each Medieal
Officer of Health, the Superintendent of the County Asylum, &c., & The following Table is .
compiled from these returns with the object of showing the seasonal rise and fall in the
incidence of the various diseases.

Monthly Totals of reported Cases, 1900.
-

DISEASES. Jmn.| Feb.|Mar. {Iﬁ: Apl. ?‘nluy;J une t‘i’}f 7 ull‘ll.'!."uug,l Sep. &IEE Oct.[Nov.| Dec. &hr E’Sg ;‘;;:;
SR R R e S R O B R O Y T
- Searlet Fever.. .| 65 | 27 |21 |113] 34 | 24 28 | 86 | 81 | 27 | 44 |102] 36 | 55 | 82 | 175|476 507
Diphtheria .. ..|8s 18| 4| 55|17 |21 41|70 |30 |10 23| 63|25 |27 |22 | 7a|2m1|250
Membranous Croup..| 1| 1| .. & R (B MR (SR P RS [l (B | | e L
Cholera

Erysipelas .. ..]18 |28 | 9| 55|28 |11 (1247|212 | 7|12 81|26 |22 | 18 | 66|199 262
Typhus Fever.. sl Sl s i e | e e e | e e ot R el R e 1 s 1

Enteriec Fever.. « 10 1 1] 12| 8| & 2115 5| 9 | 6| 18| 7| 5|10 | 22] 67|103
Continned Fever .| .. ol el ool ol el el ol uulonl a2 L] 2] 3| 4
Relapsing Fever

Puerperal Fever ..| ..| 2| 1| 8| 1| 4] 1| & s| 1] ..01 4] .. Ef 2} 4] 17| 16

Totals s m'.r! 77 | 86 |240| 84 | 65 | 84 |233| 70 | 54 86 |219| 06 | 110|142 mmmlnws

The figures in the above Table, taken from the monthly returns of the Medical Officers,
do not compare with the figures given by the Medical Officers on Table II of the Local
Government Board Forms, which are tabulated on Tables 3A and 33 of this report. I am
inelined to accept the figures in the above Tables as the more correct.
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SMALL Pox.

No cases of this Disease were notified. The Swindon Joint Isolation Hospital
Committee has provided a very satisfactory permanent Hospital for isolation of this Disease.
With a large unvaceinated ﬁ)opu]u,tiun in the County, the necessity for the provision of further
Hospital accommodation will inevitably arise.

SCARLET FEVER.

During the year 476 cases of Scarlet Fever were reported. Of these, 228 were in the
Urban Distriets, and 248 in the Rural Distriets, giving a sickness rate from this disease of 175
er 1000 of the population of the County. The mortality from this disease was extremely low,
only 3 deaths being registered in the whole County, viz.: 1 in the Urban and 2 in the Rural
Districts, giving a mortality of 063 per cent. of the notified cases, or a death-rate from this
cause of 00011 per 1000 of the population of the County. During the year 1898 there were
646 cases notified, with 15 deaths, the death-rate being 00035 per 1000 of the population. The
mortality in 1899 was 278 per cent. of the notified cases, and the death-rate 00035 per 1000. The
death-rate from Searlet Fever in England and Wales in 1899 and 1900 was 0°12 per 1000. Thus

the rates for Wiltshire compare very favourably.

The steady reduetion in the number of cases and mortality from this disease is entirely
due to the efforts of the Sanitary Authorities to obtain isolation of first eases. It is only where
there is no hospital accommodation available, and home isolation is found impracticable, that the
disease has any chance to spread. One or two small outbreaks in the County were due to the
existence of the disease being concealed. The provisions of the Notifieation Act, for the
notitication by the head of the family, where a medieal man is not in attendance, are seldom or
never observed in the County.

DirHTHERIA AND MeMmBraxous Croup.

Two hundred and seventy eight eases were notified, of which 7 were notified as
Membranous Croup. Eigty-eight of the cases were in the Urban Distriets, and 190 in the Rural
Distriets. Forty-seven deaths were registered, 16 in the Urban and 31 in the Rural Distriets,
giving a mortality of 16:9 per cent. of the eases notitied. The death-rate from this cause for
the administrative County was 0173 per 1000 of the population. The death-rate from this
cause for England and Wales was 0:29 per 1000 for the year 1900,

There was an inerease in the number of cases notified during the year. In addition to
the inerease in the number of eases of the disease which were notitied, there were more deaths
from this cause than in 1898 or 1899 ; in 1898 there were only 140 cases notified with 32 deaths,
with a case mortality of 22:8 per eent.; in 1899 there were 260 cases with 34 deaths, giving a case
mortality of 1307

The disease appears to have been unusually prevalent during 1900 throughout the
Country. Meteorologieal conditions appear to have a great influence on the incidence of the
disease, and it has been found that Diphtheria most frequently occurs in cold and moderately
warm weather. Very low and very high temperature appear to have a preventive effect. The
greatest number of cases coincides with the presence of a large quantity of moisture in the
atmosphere, low rain-fall, few rainy days, raw and dull weather, with changes from cold to warm
weather. Although the origin of Diphtheria outbreaks is often very obscure, there were
numerous examples during 1900, u,ppamnt]?' induced by bad drainage, dampness and offensive
conditions around dwellings, notably at Holt, in the Bradford-on-Avon Rural Distriet.

ExTERIC 0B TypHO1ID FEVER.

This disease did not appear in epidemic form in any part of the County during the
year. Sixty-nine cases were notified, of which 37 oceurred in the Urban Districts, and 32 in the
Rural Districts. Six of the Urban cases and 3 of the Rural cases terminated fatally, giving a
case mortality of 1304 per cent. The death-rate from this cause was 0033 per 1000 of the
population, which compares very favourably with the rate of 0-17 for England and Wales.
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Of the 37 Urban cases, 26 occurred in Swindon, with 53 deaths : Taking the population
at 48000 as estimated by the Medical Officer of Health, this would give 054 cases per 1000 of
the population, a case mortality of 1923 per cent., and a death-rate of 0-104 per 1000.* Two
cases each oceurred at Chippenham, Malmesbury and Trowbridge, and one each at Bradford-on-
Avon, Calne, Marlborongh and Warminster, the Marlborough case terminated fatally. In the
Rural Districts, 9 eases (2 deaths) Chippenham, 6 cases Highworth, 3 cases (1 death) Cricklade
and Wootton Bassett, 3 eases Malmesbury, 2 each Amesbury, Bradford-on-Avon and Pewsey,
and 1 each Devizes, Mere, Ramsbury and Westbury.

PUERPERAL FEVER.
There were 19 cases notified—7 in the Urban Distriets and 12 in the Rural Distriets.

Two of the Urban eases and 6 of the Rural cases died. One death occurred at Salisbury, but
the ease does not appear to have been notified.

MEASLES.

This disease was very prevalent throughout the County, and in ¢onsequence a number
of Public Elementary Schools were elosed.  Fifteen deaths oceurred in the Urban Districts, viz. :
Malmesbury 2, Marlborough 1, Salisbury 8, Swindon 6, Trowbridge 2, Warminster 1. In the
Rural Districts 28 deaths oceurred, viz.: Amesbury 1, Chippenham 2, Devizes 2, Highworth 3,
Malwesbury 6, Mere 5, Salisbury 1, Tisbury 5, Warminster 3.

The death-rate for the combined Urban Distriets from this cause was 013 per 1000,
for the combined Rural Districts 0-17 per 1000, for the whole County 0:15 per 1000, whilst the
rate for England and Wales was 0-39 per 1000.

Waooring CoucH.

This disease was not nearly so prevalent as in recent years. In 1899 there were 72
deaths in the County from this eause, whilst in 1900 there were only 19. The death-rate for the
County in 1809 was 023, in 1900 it was 00068 The rate for England and Wales for 1900 was
O34,

DiARRHEA.

This disease was less fatal than in 1899 ; only 67 deaths occurring, equal to a death-
rate of 0-24 per 1000 of the population. The rate for England and Wales for 1900 was 069
per 1000,

In the Urban Districts the greatest mortality was at Sulisbury, where the death-rate
from this eanse was (055,

In the Rural Districts of Marlborough, Melksham, Mere, Salisbury, Tisbury,
Warminster, and Tetbury there were no deaths registered from this cause.

The following Table shows the number of deaths from Diarrheea for the past 8
years.

1893 1894 1885 1896 1897 1808 ! 1899 1800

Combined Urban Distriets 45 21 42 24 a2 G6 110 34

= Rural i 25 13 33 27 35 33 57 33

Administrative County i 70 34 75 51 67 99 167 67

*The actual population being only 44996, the correct rates would be 0-57 cases per 1000, case mortality 19-23
per cent., and Death Rate 0111 per 1000,
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Epidemic Diarrheea is prineipally a disease of towns or erowded areas. It has heen
found that the greater the densit}r of Buildings, the greater the mortality, probably due to lack
of ventilation and light, and with these, uncleanliness is usually associated. In so many towns
the keeping of fowls, pigs and other domestic animals in contined yards eauses organie pollution
of the soil, and is a potent factor in eausing the disease,

Maternal ignorance and neglect conduce to a high mortality. Infants entirely breast-

fed are almost exempt from Diarrheea, while bottle-fed infants suffer most, especially among the
VEry poor.

IsoraTion HoSPITAL ACCOMMODATION,

No new Hospitals have been built during the year.

The Chippenham Joint Hospital has come into use.

The small Hospital at Malmesbury has also been used,

The plans for the extension of the Swindon and Highworth Joint Hospital, after very
great delay, have received the sanetion of the Loeal Government Board,

The Devizes Joint Hospital Committee received a large number of plans in their
competition, but up to the present they are not sufficiently advanced to apply for a loan.

The Trowbridge Joint Committee have advertised for plans,

The Marlborough Urban and Rural Authorities appear to have come to an arrangement
amongst themselves to enlarge the Hospital for their joint use.

There seems to be some slight prospeet of the various Councils in the southern part of
the County, where no isolation accommodation is at present provided, taking the question into
their consideration.

Calne Hospital was largely used during the year. The arrangements were found upon
inspeetion not to be quite satisfactory, and a special report was presented by me upon the subject,

DisinrFECcTION,

This appears to be receiving more attention in the various Districts: but with the
primitive arrangements in use by the majority of the Rural and Urban Authorities in the
‘ounty, the work cannot be said to be satisfactorily carried out. A new small steam disinfeetor
has been erected in conneetion with the Chippenham Hospital.

WaTER SupPLY.
This is one of the most important subjeets, and seriously affects the welfare of the
County. In the Urban Distriets, as in the Rural, the demands for water are increasing, and the
majority of the supplies show little or no sign of increase.

UrBaN DisTRICTS.

Bradford-on-Avon. The new adit has proved a great success, and the supply ecan
now be considered ample, but it has been found necessary to increase the eapacity of the
tilters, &ec.

Calne. Water supplied by a company, but, from some cause there is insufficient
pressure in the higher parts of the town, and there is great and just cause of complaint. An
effort was being made by the Corporation to acquire the works. ~ The water supplied is very
good, but exceedingly hard.

Chippenham. This may be considered perhaps the most satisfactory of all Urban
supplies in the County, both as regards quality and quantity.

Devizes. The demand appears to be increasing, and the supply decreasing, at any rate
the question of augmenting the supply is receiving serious consideration.
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Malmesbury. Since I interviewed the Directors of the Company last year, the supply
has been “constant,” and more eare is taken to insureits purity. Arbitration proceedings for the
purchase of the undertaking by the Corporation have been instituted.

Marlborough. From the Medical Officer’s Annual Report it appears that bacteriological
examinations made on several oceasions, have indicated some pollution, though not of a dangerous
character, most probably at the well itself.

Melksham. The supply is derived from the Trowbridge Water Company, and has been
“eonstant.”

Salisbury. The results of a number of analyses, appear to show more variation of
| the constituents than is usual in waters derived from similar unpolluted sources. There are
| several soaking cess-pits in the chalk situated on the borders of the Urban Distriet, and the City
| Authorities, in order to safe-guard their water supply, should offer facilities for taking this
sewage, as sewage has been known to travel for considerable distances throngh fissures in the
chalk.

Swindon. The supply for this town although of good quality, is quite insufficient for
many months in the year, and has to be angmented by water brought in trueks from Kemble by
the Great Western Railway Company, and pumped into the mains at a charge of 1s. 3d. per
1000 gallons. The augmentation of the water supply is a erying need, and should receive the
earliest possible and most earnest attention of the new Corporation, and should not be put aside
by other schemes not of such a pressing nature.

Trowbridge. The character of the water supplied by the Company has altered, and is
slightly softer. It is now chiefly pumped from a well in the upper green sand, the supply from
the ehalk, which was contemplated when Parliamentary powers were obtained, has become
considerably reduced, and the whole of the water cannot be supplied by gravitation. The
boiler and pumping power has been augmented, but it is absolutely necessary that the storage
or serviee reservoir should be enlarged, as it does not hold anything like one day’s supply.
Parliament would not now sanction Waterworks, where the supply is derived from wells, without
insisting upon a reservoir, between the pumps and the consumer, to contain two or three or more
days’ supply.

Warminster. The supply still continues satisfactory as regards quantity and quality.
It is proposed to put in new turbines to inerease the pumping power. A loan has been asked
for this purpose.

Westbury. For various reasons there has been considerable delay in the eonstruction
of these works. They are now approaching eompletion, and it is hoped that the water will be
available during the latter end of this summer.

Wilton. This supply has been abundant, and when it was examined it was found of
excellent quality.

Rurar WATER SUPPLY.

If the water supply of Rural Districts is one of the erying needs of the time, and
about this I think there can be little doubt, it cannot be said that it is due to a failure on the
part of the legislature to appoint proper Authorities to look after it. In regard to some other
matters of sanitary importance, the difficulty consists in finding anybody to whom the respon-
sibility for negleet can be brought home, but in the case of the insufficiency of quality or
quantity in a Rural water supply, the Rural District Couneil is directly responsible, as under the
Public Health (Water) Aet, 1578, the duty is imposed upon all Rural Distriet Councils of seeing

# That every occupied dwelling house within their District has within a reasonable distance an
available supply of wholesome water sufficient for the consumption and use for domestic purposes
of the inmates of the house."

Under the Public Health Act, 1875, these Counecils possess full powers to construet waterworks, lay
mains,&e. Parish Councils are empowered under the Local Government Act, 1894, to utilise any well
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spring or stream within the parish, and to provide facilities for obtaining water therefrom, also
to purchase land by agreement for water supply purposes. In the event of any neglect on the
art of the District Couneil being proved, a third Authority is brought upon the seene—the
unty Council being empowered to carry out the needful works, or to appoint some person to
perform the duty. But the usefulness of the County Couneil in this respect, is in most eases
thwarted by the fact that the County Council ean only be set in motion by the Parish Council,
under section 16 of the Loeal Government Act of 1894 and in so many instances these Councils
are prevented from asking the assistance of the County Couneil, by the action of small owners
of the class of property most in need of a good water supply, who get themselves elected upon
these Couneils, and when the question of spending any money for the purpose of water supply
erops up, they frighten their fellow members with the cry that the cost will be enormous, and
that the people cannot afford to pay. I do not think there is a single instance in the Country
where a proper water supply has been provided for a village, that it has been found that the
burden of paying for it is an insuperable one, indeed it was clear] v shown by a paper read by
one of the Inspectors of the Local Government Board last year, that the only villages where
there was any increase in the rateable value, or increase in prosperity, were those in which a
pure water supply, and efficient means of dealing with domestic filth existed.

The Local Government Board has sanctioned a loan for an experimental well at Great
Sherston, but legal and other diffienlties have delayed the commencement of the work. The
water supplies of several Rural parishes have been improved by private enterprise, but there is
still a great want of a pure water supply in the northern and eastern parts of the County.

Space will not allow me to deal with each of the Rural Districts of the County as
regards their water supply, but I hope to have at least a portion of my detailed report upon the
sanitary condition and water supply of the County ready by the end of the year.

The Medical Officer of the Highworth Rural Distriet in his admirable report for 1900,
has dealt with each parish in his District ; it would be very advantageous if the Medical Officers

of some of the other Rural Districts would obtain copies of this report, and would arrange their
reports upon the same lines,

SEWERAGE, SEWAGE DISPoSAL AND POLLUTION OF RIVERs.

A great deal has been done in the way of diseussion and preparation during the year,
but no new works have been carried out with' the exception of Warminster, where the works
are approaching completion.

With the growth of Sewage Disposal Works in the County, it is obvious that regular
and systematic inspections will have to be made of the efluents from such works, to ensure that
the mere laying out of sewage farms is not regarded as a complete compliance with orders to
abate river pollution,

Another point that should receive the earnest attention of the Local Government Board
is the undoubted necessity for some system of inspection upon the completion of Sewage Disposal
Works constructed out of Loans. The Board takes infinite trouble with a seheme before the
sanction for a Loan is granted, but once granted takes no steps to see that the works are carried
out in accordance with the plans as sanctioned. There are instances in this County where the
details of the scheme have been altered without the sanction of the Board, and where money has
been wasted and the efficiency of the works reduced in consequence.

UrBaN DistrICTS,

Bradford-on-Avon. The loan for this scheme has been sanctioned by the Local
Government Board, and the works begun.

Calne, These works are maintained in a satisfactory condition, and a fairly good
effluent is produced,
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Chippenham. The sewage is discharged into the river by a number of out-fall sewers.
There is no treatment other than that of small catch-pits. In consequence of the scareity of
water in the river during the summer months, a serious nuisance is produced. A special report
was presented by me on this subject.

Devizes. This Authority is considering whether they will adopt the septie tank system
or the “Sutton Contact Bed System.” They have consulted engineers respecting both systems
and they are now considering their reports.

Malmesbury. The sewage is still discharged into the river. If the report has been
received from the engineer consulted by this Authority it has not apparently been made public.

Mazlborough. The construetion of these works has been delayed for various reasons
but now there is every prospect of the works being completed at a reasonable date.

Melksham. The sewage is discharged direct into the river. A nuisance exists in the
summer. Building operations in the town are seriously retarded from want of efficient sewers.

Salisbury. It has been decided to construct new disposal works without applying to
the Loeal Government Board for a loan. It is probable that the Salisbury Town 'Bmmci?me
unwise in taking this course, as past experience has proved in more instances than one that
incomplete schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal are most expensive in their working.

: Swindon. A loan was sanctioned for increased filters, &e., at 0ld Swindon, but works
| were suspended in consequence of the formation of the new borough.

T'rowbridge. The details of this scheme are not yet complete. It is greatly to be
hoped that before the completion of the year 1901 that a complete scheme will be laid before the
Local Government Board, and that no delay will occur in the exeeution of the works.

Warminster. These works are approaching completion and it is more than probable
that some variation in the method of treatment will have to be introduced.

Westbury. Few sewers and no sewage disposal works exist. A seheme of sewerage
and sewage dispusal will be absolutely necessary for this town directly the water works are
completed.

Wilton. Two new inspection chambers have been built where the sewer passes through
Wilton Park, and will be of great service in keeping the channel clear. Since the ventilating
shaft at the top of Ditehampton has been eonverted into a lamp there have been no complaints
of smell, and the ventilation of the sewer is much more perfect than it was before.

Rurar DIsTRICTS.

Bradford-on-Avon. A scheme for the drainage of the village of Holt has at last been
produced, and is now before the Loeal Government Board awaiting sanetion.

Calne. No new sewerage works appear to to have been carried out in this Distriet, and
neither do they appear to be necessary.

Chippenham. The scheme of sewerage for the Woodlands Distriet is complete as far
as the laying of sewers is concerned, but none of the disposal works are eonstrueted, and the
sewage was turned into a field without treatment, and a serious nuisance resulted.

Devizes. The Breach drainage works are approaching completion.

Highworth. A Local Government Board enquiry was held in November for a loan of
£11500 for a new scheme of sewerage and sewage disposal for Stratfon St. Margaret. The
scheme appears to be hung up for a time, as there is some suggestion of extending the Swindon
borough boundaries.

Ramsbury. Complaints were received from the Thames Conservators of the pollution
of the tributaries of the Thames at Great Bedwyn and Chilton Foliat. As the land-owners
have promised to construct some disposal works, the necessity for an expensive scheme of
sewerage for these villages has for a time been avoided.
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INSANITARY DWELLINGHOUSES AND OVERCROWDING,

From the eensus returns just published+, it will be observed that during the 10 years
1891-1901 there has been an increase of 3829 in the number of Inhabited Houses in the County,
and the population has inereased by 10150. Taking the County as a whole there were in 1891,
4'61 persons per house; in 1901 there were onl y 444 persons per house. In the Urban Districts
in 1891 there were 484 persons per house, in1901 there were onl v 456 persons per house. In
the Rural Districts in 1891 there were 448 persons per house, in 1901 the numhber was 4-40
per house. The improvement as regards the Rural Distriets is very slight, and when we come
to examine the figures it is found that in some Districts there has been a falling off, for instance
in Amesbury District in 1891 there were 439 persons per house, in 1901 there were 4:05.

Overcrowding with its attendant physical and moral degradation exists in some of the
Urban and Rural Distriets. In the Rural Distriets it is difficult to cope with, as it has been
found practically impossible to build new houses at a cost which will allow of their being let at
the rents which the Agricultural Labourer is able to pay, and it follows that the ]]}i_":}piu must
either leave the neighbourhood or continue to oceupy the dilapidated insanitary dwellings, or
that cottages must be ereeted under the provisions of Part I11. of the Housing of the Working
Classes Act, 1890, as it is elearly established that in a large number of parishes there is no prob-
ability of the houses being built by private enterprise. From some of the reports of the Distriet
Medical Officers of Health it would appear that attention has been called to the necessity for the
augmentation and improvement of house accommodation for the working elasses, from time to
time, and it is to be hoped that where necessary, early and decided action will be taken,

An application from the Westbury Rural Distriet Couneil for permission to adopt Part
ITI. of the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, is now betore the County Couneil,
and if a clear case is made ont and the consent to adopt is granted, it is to be hoped there will be
no delay in the carrying out of the Act. In most cases i which Urban District Couneils have
carried out the Act, the requirements of the Local Government Board as to the nature and char-
acter of the buildings have been of a prohibitive character, and such that the buildings can hy
no means be made to pay. It is a question for consideration whether under the County Couneil,
buildings of a sufficiently substantial character to comply with the ordinary building bye-laws,
and which will last out the loan, can be erected that will pay, or at any rate, only leave a
small margin of loss.
It would be interesting to know how many Couneils have earried out their statutory
duty, under Section 32 of the Housing of the Working Classes Aet, 1890—
“To cause to be made from time to time inspection of their District with a view to ascertain

whether any dwellinghouse therein is in a state so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation.'

BYE-Laws,

Bye-laws for various purposes have been adopted by several Authorities during the
year. But much yet remains to be done in this direction, Several Authorities have no Bye-
laws of any kind. Tt has been admitted by most who have any practical experience, that the
“Model Bye-laws” for new Streets and Buildings without modification are considered to be in sOlne
respeets unnecessarily stringent, at any rate, as regards Distriets of a rural character. The
Local Government Board, has, we are iformed, taken the matter into consideration, and the
model Bye-laws are being revised with a view to modifieation.  Withont Building Bye-laws of
some kind, a very serious state of affairs will soon arise in the Pewsey Rural Distriet, Amesbur
Rural District, &e. Exhaustive as are the departmental model Bye-laws in rezard to subjects
with which they deal, the adaptation of the various serjes to the special requirements of the
particular Districts involves much labour, and unfortunately the officers of some of the
Authorities are over-burdened with other duties, and some are not possessed of the necessary
technical knowledse to be efficient advisers upon the various subjects: as n consequence, the
& Mmiell]]}}'c—laws ” are too often adopted en bloe, only to be found, when too late, to be un-
workable.

T See 'T:lhle:s"puge 9.
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SMOKE NUISANCES.

These appear to receive little attention by the Sanitary Authorities of the County.
Trowbridge is notably very lax. The Public Health Aect, 1875, see. 91, sub-see. 7, defines as a
“ Nuisance "—

“(7) Any fireplace or furnace which does not as far as practicable, consume the smoke arising
from the combustible used therein, and which is used for working engines by steam, or in any mill,
factory, dyehouse, brewery, bakehouse, or gasworks, or in any manufacturing or trade process what-
soever; and "

“any chimney (not being the chimney of a private dwelling house) sending forth black smoke
in such gquantity as to be a nuisance.”

“shall be deemed to be nuisances liable to be dealt with summarily in manner provided by this Act.”

Bake Houvses.

The Bake houses throughont the County are as a rule regularly inspected and found in
a satisfuctory condition. Sec. 34 of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1878, re Lime-washing,
painting and washing of the interior of bake houses, now applies to all bake houses; see., 27 of
the Factory and Workshop Aect, 1895, repealing so much of the section as limited the operation

to cities and places with a certain minimum population. The section now reads as follows :—
“(34) All the inside walls of the rooms of such bake house, and all the geilings or tops of such
rooms (whether such walls, ceilings, or 1ops be plastered or not), and all the passages and staircases of
such bake house shall either be painted with oil or varnished or be lime-washed, or be partly painted or
varnished and partly lime-washed ; where paiated with oil or varnished there shall Le three coats of
paint or varnish, and the paint or varnish shall be renewed once at least in every seven years, and shall
be washed with hot water and soap once at least in every six months; where lime-washed the lime-
washing shall be renewed once at least in every six months. A bake house in which there is any

contravention of this section shall be deemed not to be kept in conformity with this Act.”

SLavGHTER HoUses.

The slanghter houses thronghout the County seem to reeeive more attention from the
Inspectors of Nuisances, and as a rule are as well kept as buildings not speeially eonstructed for
the purpose ean be. The provisions of see. 170 of the Public Health Aet, 1875, do not appear
to be observed in some of the Urban Distriets. It is as follows :—

“ The owner or occupier of any slaughter house licensed or registered under this Act shall, within
one month after the licensing or registration of the premises, affix, and shall keep undefaced and legible
on some conspicuous place on the premises, a notice with the words ‘ Licensed slaughterhouse,’” or
‘ Registered slaughter house,' as the case may be. Any person who makes default in this respect, or
who neglects or refuses to affix or renew such notice after requisition in writing from the Urban Authority,
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds for every such offence, and of ten shillings for
every day during which such offence continues after conviction.”

The Public Health Aets require some amendment to provide for the proper registration
of slanghter houses in all Roral Districts, as these establishments should be kept well under
control in order to prevent local nuisances and to lessen the danger to man through the use as
food for man of the meat from diseased animals. In many villages buildings quite unfit for the
preparation of food, are used as slanghter houses.

Darries, CowsHEDS, AND MILESHOPS.

The year was a memorable one as regards activity under this head, and “ Regulations ™
were adopted by two Rural Authorities ; it is to be hoped that before the end of the year 1901
the Authorities who have not yet adopted Regulations will do so.

There seems to be a eertain amount of misconception on the part -:::f'some of the
| Authorities and their Officers as to Dairy legislation. The provisions of the Dairies, Cowsheds
| and Milkshops Order (15th June, 1885) and Amended Order of 1st November, 1886, apply
without “adoption” to every Sanitary Aunthority in Great Britain with the foree of st&tutc”hl.w:.
and yet some Authorities neglect to carry out the law, giving as an excuse that the “Order” has
not been “adopted.” Some of the provisions are most important, and those Authorities who fail
to enforce them are neglecting a statutory duty.
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Article 6. Requires every Sanitary Authority to keep a Register of all Cowkeepers, dairymen,
and purveyors of milk in the district and to give public notice of such registration being required.
It has been unlawful in England and Wales and Scotland since 1885 for any person to trade as
above without being registered,

Articles 7 and 8. Deal with the construction, water supply, drainage, lighting, ventilation, air
space, and Sanitary state of all dairies and cowsheds,

Article 9. Precludes any person suffering from a dangerous infectious disorder, or having recently

been in contact with a person so suffering, from milking cows or handling any wvessels used for
containing milk for sale, or in any way take part or assist in the conduct of the trade or business of
the cowkeeper, dairyman, purveyor of milk or occupier of a milkstore or milkshop.

Article 13. Empowers Sanitary Authorities to make regulations, that have all the force of Eye-
laws for securing proper inspection, &c.

In some few of the Districts in the County the “Orders” appear to be carried out
properly, but in the majority the “Orders” are either in com plete abeyance or else are carried
out in a perfunctory fashion.

INSPECTORS OF NUISANCES.

In the whole County of Wilts there are only two Inspectors of Nuisances who devote
their whole time to the duties, viz.: H ichworth Rural and Swindon Urban, but the Inspector for
Salisbury Urban says he devotes practically the whole of his time to the duties, and the
Inspector for the Ramsbury District divides his time between Ramsbury and the Hungerford
Distriets. Many of the Officers hold a multitude of other offices, and in some instances conduct
businesses which are not quite compatible with the proper discharge of their duties as Inspectors
of Nuisances. Very few of the Inspectors appear to hold the certificate of competency after
examination by the Sanitary Institute, or the conjoint Board of Examiners,

SANITARY LEGISLATION OF 1900,

A few amendments of the existing law have been enacted, but no great measure of
legislative reform has been under consideration.

The need for amending and consolidating the group of Public Health Aets has continued
to be felt.

The following list includes the principal Acts of the year 1900, which wholl y or in part
relate to Local Government and Sanitary Administration :—
Housing of the Working Classes Aect.
Census (Great Britain) Act,
County Councils (Elections) Amendment Act.
District Councillors and Guardians (Term of Office) Aet.
Members of Local Authorities Relief Act,
Ancient Monuments Protection Aet.
Military Lands Act.
A number of Bills relating to particular defects in the law were laid before Parliament,

but made very little pmgmsu; amongst these were—The Public Health Acts Amendment Bill,
Isolation Hospitals (Amendment) Bill, the Rivers Pollution Prevention Bill, and others,

CoUNTY LABORATORY.

This is now equipped with apparatus for the Chemical Examination of Water and
Sewage Effluents. At the latter end of the year a grant was made for the purchase of apparatus
for the Baeterin]ugical Examination of Water, Milk, Blood, &e., and it is proposed to examine
specimens for Diphtheria, Typhoid Fever, Tubereulosis, Anthrax, Tetanus, &e.

During the year 173 complete sanitary analyses of potable and river water were made ;
and 42 samples of sewage and sewage effluent were analysed.

b
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SALE oF Foop axD Drucs Act.

During the year 453 samples were submitted to the County Analyst by the County
Inspectors, of which 82 were other than genuine. During the previous year 405 samples were
analysed, of which 81 were other than genuiue.

During December a number of samples of beer, jam, ete., were analysed for the presence
of Arsenie, the only samples contaminated were those of beer from one Brewery. Previous to
samples being forwarded to the County analyst, I had my attention ecalled by more than one
Medieal Man in Trowbridge to the fact that persons were suffering from what was probably
arsenical poisoning, I examined the urine of several patients and found arsenie present in three
eases. Upon investigation it was found that the persons suffering were in the habit of drinking
‘beer obtained only from one brewery. I analysed samples of the beer and found them to contain
arsenie, and samples purchased for me were also found to contain the poison. The attention of
the Brewer was called to the matter, and a sample of the glucose used was given to me and this
also was found to contain arsenie. The Brewer immediately withdrew the implicated beer from
Iﬁ.u,lc, and undertook to destroy it. Samples of beer and glucose afterwards obtained were found
to be free from Arsenie.

LocarL GOVERNMENT INQUIRIES.

I

I

I I attended all the Inquiries of which we received notice, which were held by Inspectors

of the Local Government Board upon application for Loans for Sanitary purposes. All these

- schemes have been carefully watched from the County point of view as they permanently affect
the sanitary condition of the County. Several schemes entailing the expenditure of large sumns of

' money were under consideration during the year and I have endeavoured at all times to so advise

the various authorities, that public money should not be wasted. A number of the inquiries had

reference to sewage works, and it is obvious that the number of such works in the County is

| increasing year by year, and the proper supervision of these works will entail additional work.

I have been consulted from nearly every one of the Urban and Rural Districts in the
| County during the year upon matters connected with Hospital Accommodation, Water Supply,
| Sewage Disposal, Nuisances, Insanitary conditions and outbreaks of disease, and a large number
of inspections were made by me. Where necessary the results of these inspeetions were laid before
the Sanitary and General Purposes Committee of the County Couneil, but, in the majority of cases
the necess<ity for this was obviated by the prompt action of those concerned. So far as my inquiries
and inspeetions were coneerned I have endeavoured to conduet them with impartiality and with
the publie interest solely in view.

A good deal of excellent sanitary work has been done during the past year, but much
yet remains to be done.

As Authorities get to learn that no extravagant or unnecessary expenditure is asked of
them, they are becoming more ready to seek advice.

I take this opportunity of expressing my warmest thanks to every one of m
colleagues, the Medical Officers of Health of the various Sanitary Authorities in the County.
They have been always ready to give me their assistance, and have received me in a manner
which has helped to make my work amongst them a pleasure,
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I have also to express my appreciation of the courtesy extended to me by the varisus

Sanitary Authorities whose meetings I have attended to discuss with them various questions of
sanitary importance,

In conclusion I have to thank you for the invariable kindness and courtesy I have
received at your hands.

I remain, my Lords and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN TUBB-THOMAS.

T e,
24th June, 1901,
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TABLE 1 A.

Table showing estimated Population, Birth-rate, Death-rate, and number of Dea
in Public Institutions, &e., in the Urban Districts of the County of Wilts in the year 19

Deaths Deaths &l 2 fﬂ,u Deaths
Births. under One at all Ages. Eles |8a at all Age
Popu- Year of Age. Total. g% S5y E% Nett.
lation ——er ™= il L
Urban District Councils estimated | i BE o Eim;g |
f Wilts. [to Middle | ate %8 o 2& S oE
ik s ﬂYfeach Ko. | Rate.* | No. |p]:rltrrj£" No. | Rate. * 5 7] E B E:En' No [R.ﬂ.
ear. = 1 H=| wl [
[registered 2 A% 3?__,"‘
| [ 1 &2 RS S
: |
Bradford-on-Avon .. | 4857 | 88| 171 | 12 | 139 7 | 181 5 T
CB!DBH w8 s aa mﬁ 04 %‘9 1] 53-1 11 12'5 ] s o sﬂ
Chippenham .. .. 4618 | 108 | 233 11 | 6185 | 63 | 1864 | 4 1 ;16 (193 | 28
Devizes .. .. .| 196 | 10| 213 | 15 i 887 | 82 | 132 | 2 | 18 | 4 | 72 | 11
Malmesbury TH 2964 76| 253 11 | 144 58 | 18 i ol M [
Marlborough .. .. 3012 60 | 166 9 | 180 33 109 6 G 6 | 8 | 12
| e |
Melksham .. ., . 2480 59 | 254 4 | 671 26 | 10 8 3 | | 93
i
Salisbury .. .. ..| 16728 | ssg 257 | 40 | 1036 | 266 | 161 61 | 24 | .. |248 | 15
| | |
Swindon .. i b 48000 | 1266 | 283 128 |1D1'1 404 | 10-1 2% o ] | i
Trowbrldge .. ..| 12660 | 232 | 186 | 95 | 1068 | 1m1 | 136 o luu 14-4
Warminstep i o 5560 131 | 235 11 | 93 i) | 14-2 21 ] = | 70 125
Westbury .. .. .. 8337 82 | 245 17 | 2073 | e8 | 203 o & . | 88 | 208
| | |
Wilien .. .. 3 2352 41 | 174 s | 73 | 15 | 63 1 = = [ o
|
e ) = _._!_._|__ ! j | —
TOTAL .. .. | 1162580 (2782 | —_ |ag; | —. 1485 | —— | 155 50 48 ‘945 | ===

* Rales calenlated by District O.f1.s) per rooo of estimated Population,

Nore.—The deaths included in Column T of this table are the whole of those registored during the vear asz having
actually ocouryed withiy the district or division. The deaths ineluded in Column 12 are the number in Column 7, corrected
by the subtraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the number in Column 11,

By the term ¢ Non-residents” is meant persons brought into the district on account of illness, and dying there :

31“1] b ﬂ.;,; term * Residents is meant persons who have been taken out of the district on account of illness, and have
e Wiere,
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Table showing estimated Population, Birth-rate, Death-rate, and number of Deaths
Public Institutions, &ec., in the Rural Distriets of the County of Wilts, in the year 1900.

[ Deaths Deaths at a | 2 Deaths at
Births. under One all Ages. Eles &3 all Ages.
Popu- Year of Age. | Total. - Nett,
gl T — 82 mgRlggs
ural District Councils estimated | | E‘ﬁ |=-o- g4 %2
f the County of Wilts, [*© thdill"B :eii!{i;il-ll 38 2 ZA[LE
GY::.:. No. | Rate.® . No. |F Births | No. | Rate.® QE 'EE 8 Egn No. | Rate. ®
registered 2 aw |zt
o |ow
B o Al g At
|
mesbury .. o i GET8 162 | 2355 | 27 1666 134 18 8 6 A 124 | 167
radford-on-Avon .. 5304 105 | 194 ] BS-7 8L | 121 8 5 3 = o
alne.. 4 ;i s 8004 110 Il 219 8 T3 56 11 i i ] .1 61 12
hippenham a3 | 16246 448 | 272 49 948 270 | 166 40 ] 1 e &
ricklade and ] i il ; : -
Wootton Bassett || 11835 | 267| 242 | 20 | 696 | 180| 152 | 11 = 5 is P
, "
evizes .. ot ..| 12385 | 3814 | 253 21 668 | 253 | 204 |Vs0o | 77 B | 184 | 155
lighworth .. = .. 15500 431 | 278 44 | 102 221 | 142 27 i 2 i .
|
[almesbury i3 .| 10203 | 220 | 223 | 19 B3 141 | 137 = it i = o
[arlborough .. | 5475 | 135 | 246 II 12 | 889 83| 1561 | 17 el 76 | 138
[elksham .. - 4396 105 238 3 285 58 13-1 17 12 "ie 46 | 104
ere .. o e 5264 118 } 22:4 4 338 87 | 165 T 1 s 86 | 163
ewsey ] o . 12000 204 | 245 26 847 180 | 15 12 - i 180 s
amsbury .. .. ..| 6665 | 188| 279 | 12 | ea5 | 116| 195 | .. | .. | 14 | 180| 195
alisbury .. o ..| 12896 | 259 | 20 18 695 | 185 | 143 55 | 48 | 12 | 148 | 114
isbury i e . | 8506 | 177 | 206 14 79 127 147 10 2 1 128 146
arminster e ! T430 | 123 | 165 15 120 110 14-8 ] 2 ] 113 15-07
Eﬂvyﬁggw%ﬂgd o : 6820 | 156 | 228 | 18 [ 1159 | 108| 152 | .. | .. | .o | .. ke
ilton i % g 8507 j 188 | 218 19 101 132 15-4 1 o ‘e . .
etbury (Wilts Portion) 403 F 9| 2283 1 | 143 6| 121 2 2 . 8 74
TOTAL.. .| 16435 |oss1 | — |82 | — |2s0a | — |90 [398 | 53 |20mr| —

* Rales calenlated by District M.O.H5) per rooo of estimated population.

| ¥ore.—The deaths included in Column 7 of this table are the whole of those registered during the year as havin
iantuaﬂ}' oceurred within the district or division. The deaths included in Column 12 are the number in Column 7, correcte
by the subtraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the number in Column 11.

By the term ““ Non-residents " is meant persons brought into the district on account of illness, and dying there;
3::1 hjlra;ha term * Residents ' is meant persons who have been taken out of the district on account of illness, and have
ied elsewhere.
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County of Wilts, classified aeéurding‘ to Diseases, Ages. and Localities.
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TABLE 2 B,—Table of Deaths during the year 1900, in the Rural Distric
[ Dratis rrow J\&kﬁ&_%'ﬂﬁ_ﬁl!_sll}u‘*_lillud_ﬂgﬂs-_l | F
. 0 L | g Fey
Nawres or LocariTres ! g’ I! & < } e ﬁj J :5 / g I | r El ;| ?EEJ 18
= N ARRRRE R AR |
these Statistics. [ 2 | s ; 2 = - | = |°=;' é'ﬁ'%;ﬁﬂ | B £
|E-5~=:|ﬁ=l"==5!=‘..=.:+.-=e.":a
'§||ul|f EJE|::}:§|£ "--":I|:E!|-"=i=;':|‘DL-'W
—_'| |I s |'. bR &7 _[ E
Amesbury ]i 14 | 21 | 7| @ | & |8 | sl || [ | 1] 4: 1| |'..i
Bradford-on-Avon .. L WL S O T O T I! | 10 1] 8
Calne e ML T T O 32||. ..|_,|. .|
Chippenham ., | 210 | a8 leas |l 0 | 14 || 60 | 128 |i . 2. 2|| 2 . | @
c“#ﬂ%ﬂfn”g&mt} (10 | 2| 13| 6|1 R .. BRI
Devizes .. 253 | 21 |10 | 9| 4 | o 118 |||,, glalal 1 i
Highworth 531|44 1&| 3|15|an|il || 3 ,,'1|1I2|..i..
Malmesbury .. (141 | 18 12 [ 3|sn|63i. (1 .._|, ..'li.:.
Marlborough .. II 8 | 12 4 ge il o [ 22 | 87 i.| iy | ot/ G | 1; . ; 4l :
Melksham | 58 3 $|3: ﬂias BS|(||| .|‘|.
Mere | 5|e|2|'25 -.ta|'__|u|,:_,|4!,.',,l|..
Pewsey .. 180 35|E|4|9|40|98||,.!. e
Ramsbury 16 | 18 | 7 : 4| 6| 97 | e e [ | 1 4' A
Salisbury | 185 19 | 11 (i .l 7 a7 / a5 i S 1| | 2 | | 1o | .
Tisbury .. 127 | 14 ell 4 || 3 44|en o 5|1.|. || !
Warminster .. 'u“’m 3 | 3| 8 Bﬁ|ﬁﬂ |__i|a'.!, _|..|
N P Y O3 K Y Y O Y
Wilton .. . |132 | 19 4' LA I T || 1'1' i
Tetbury (Wilts Portion) .. | 5 1 | 7 2 ( 2 = R R | g T
| J | |___ | __i_,____|____|__,_.
TOTAL .. 5 Ilﬂann 335 | 132 | @2 | 116 }na-r ||114u :J_rﬂ 2|'14‘23} 8| —| 3|4
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County of Wilts, classified according to Diseases, Ages, and Localities.
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TABLE 3 A.—Table of New Cases of Infectious Disease coming to the knowledge o
Wilts, classified aceording to Diseases and Localities ; showing also the n
also the Deaths

| | g‘
| | { <" 5 | g
DISTRICT. | " .ot g | e | &
[N g - E | = 3
‘BEIENEAE: T | E
| o & a = & | w =
|
Total cases reported ,, 17 o i ki e 5 4
Bradford-on-Avon o *+| Total deaths R o o B ] i | 2| 2 ‘ i i
Total cases reported ., 48 o i b el 3 44 i
Calne.. e o ' **|l Total deaths Wi e =1 . gl sl | i o o s
I
Total cases reported ,, 22 ) 2 ; 8 ] in
Chippenham ¥ i **Il Total deaths e — i “e : .
Total cases reported ,, &8 : il 1 Vi 3 4 o
Dovizes i ime - . Total deths T e : 5 : &
Total cases reported .., 8 el o : 3 3 i
Malmesbury fit Al “*|| Total deaths  ,, P : i I o o ; e
Total cases reported ., 28 s i 12 i 3 12 2
H&Plhﬂmugh e i “*I| Total deaths £, e 1 e X LAl L e as e
|
Total cases reported ,, 3 ok g | it e i 3
Melksham .. 4] e **ll Total deaths e e =N L. .. | o i o w
Total cases reported ,, 651 s b | a e 8 | 38
Sa]lﬂhurj’ e e W W Tﬂt&l dealhs i e 9 | - | i 'r s 1 i : :
Total cases reported ., 155 || . 17 5 a7 71
Swindon .. .. ., ““ Motal deaitin .00 ]l O (Lsr Yl 1 ;
Total cases reported ,, 40 = By [ i 15 T
Trowbridge s - |l Total deaths 5 Drolte- | - 2 ve L I
|
Total cases reported ., 22 p > 4 ot 1 16
Warminster i G Il "Potal dexths s Pl e 2 5 S = X g
Wil % . e ..I| Total cases reported ,, 40 \ il a1 = [ g
ton = Total deaths i e — i i o . e .T :
|
wﬁsthluj LR " w o o Tﬂtﬂl cases rﬂpu]'tﬁd e 10 = e W e
i Total deaths e N i by = Fi i 4 E
TOTAL .. e ..|| Total cases reported ,, 452 || _ —_ 59 — —
Total deaths o . 28 = = 13 3 ﬂ: ﬂ; —_—
!




ical Officer of Health during the year 1900, in the Urban Districts of the County of
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cases sent to Hospital and the total number of Deaths from such Diseases;
urred in Hospital. |

™ H . =F
L5 D f S| Hs|s|s|8|z
E ™ | B | & | 4| e g 5|5 | ™
— | L |y h
A ool B B il 1Bl B[Sl l% %]
g S B 2 | = EIE[5|EHs| 2 E|5| &
SR ElZ|Z|B|EE|El25|2
ol a|l s | & 2|8 |8|=|d s g (S| A
1 . . ' Cases treated in hospital e | T T (RO B ] | RO (SR NPT ST
A A 3 s Deaths in hospital e = | ss | s . | e flas Jlwn | ww ]| ua
1 s . Cases treated in hospital ., — || <o | s | so | sa | ou [ s | sn | an | #0 | e
Wi i e || Deaths in hospital v — ol i P || || [ (T (T
2 o . || Cases treated in hospital S| (R O - | || 11|
LR o &8 LY ' Dﬂaths in hﬂspital 8 L R LR LR E LRl .w LY L] L] LAl .
4 iy o el Cases treated in hospital ., 5§ 2 1 gl | | T (T i
BE " " ! D¢aths in h’DEPital e e B E B E " E (] o B # o LR " w
2 i = ‘ Cases treated in hospital .. sa ||l e i | i I RRAEE R R || ov | e
L] " LY : Dtaths 1“ hnspila] L (] L] L} e L] LN LR ] L ] L
1 a5 i . ‘ Cases treated in hospital ., 17 || ., i 81 o | o AN s il
1 S o ; | Deaths in hospital — | | e R | e
: ; S - Cases treated in hospital .., — i : A S || | ]
i : g i Deaths in hospital .. e = | it e [ R .
|
1 o | Cases treated in hospital .. — i | e [ aimi x| e e | i | wa
A% . 1 | Deaths in hospital .. aa— s il S [ : .
|
26 4 - % | Cases treated in hospital ..108( .. | ., |16 .. | 8|85 ].. 1210 ., |..
5 2 2 1 | Deaths in hospital .. e — e | s e L - I ; .
|
2 : : ‘ Cases treated in hospital @ i i b el s 1 BRI ES i e
o ) e Deaths in hospital - " 5 Pl 10 | e | i S R
1 : £ e Cases treated in hospital ,, 10 R T (N ] B | | (] (R
i = . | Deaths in hospital .. ST I (B e S ) 1o e 1 s
i
S p Cases treated in hospital .. — || .. | .0 | ool ee ] o= SRR wn | os
) e Deaths in hospital .. e — g : A | Co e | [ -
A . s : Cases treated in hospital -— % G sl | e e |y ; 4
A ’ i s Deaths in hospital .. siiem=al s e e 0 o[ e [
i
:____| ———
a7 4 —_ 7 Cases treated in hospital ..146 | — | — |28 | — | 4 B4 | — |20 | — | —
[ =5 2 a Deaths in hospital .. == —_— =] == === ==
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TABLE 3 B.—Table of New Cases of Infectious Disease coming to the knowledge

Wilts, elassified according to Diseases and Localities; showing also the ni
also the Deaths »

=]
| § | =k
DISTRICT, u | ) £ g E & ks
-_E' £ = = | 2 2 | &
= = i E | E = =
|| | -:E | s | =] = | 5 W =
| ” _|_ —— | [
| | i
Total cases reported ., 2¢ T it 12 | 2 10 ( :
Ameshury sl S ..[ S0l T R || e e R Y R 8 :
Total cases reported . 82 | oo |0 [t 2 8 ;
SEAAMEI-IESEEE S .| roul LTS | Wl B £ | &
‘ ! hae 6 1
- ../ Total cases reported oo L) .. | 1| aw | ol "
Galne.. iy S | Total deaths |, ]| ik 1 | | F i i
| | |
Total cases reported .. 85 | . oy | 18 | - a2 | 33
Chippenham ) = || Total deaths i et bl (SRR | | 2 | || e ‘ "
| | | 3
|| Total cases Teported ., 12| ,, | .. 1 va ] .
Cricklade & Wootton Bassett | Total deaths = ,, . s | Sl | b 5 e ]
| |
Total cases reported ., 35 | e s ( & | 1 6 . 2? | i
Devizes e " e . | Total deaths e iy et | i | | [ - i i
| Totat cases reported .. 60 | .. | o e RS T O
Highworth.. s e "l Total deaths i FES | I | 1 hi B | || .
Total cases reported 20 | o e | 8| 12 A
Malmesbury S ol o Geee - 1| Jie 1 | | 5 ||
| Total cases reported ., 29 o 2 - 4 | 16 .
Marlborough . ' *'|l Total deaths i 1| LR | 1 | W | - |
Tom enses veported: .. 13| ! " e (|
ported ., i aie : |
Melksham .. e e ”l Total deaths F S | | e | 1 | e
| |
Total cases reported .. 43 [i* i - 38 21 2 |
Mere .. i - . || Total deaths S q | || : 4 [} % g |
| |
Total cases reported .. 44 it i | 7 | 38 ¥
Powsey .. . 3 Il Total deaths =, 3 || i3, : 1| i |
| Total cases reported ,, 26| .. | .. 2| 8 | 10 7 |
RMSbHIT i o e "Il Total deaths o e :I ERER [e % | 1 | | 1 || o |
! )
| Total cases reported ., 18| ., e 8 :
Salisbuey .. SN “| Total deaths = ,, ) MR 2 | e | ¥ || :
. LBy
Total cases reported ,, 7 — | |
Tisbury ., i - & Total deaths i ] o il | [ 1 o |
|I
..|| Total cases reported .. g1 | RPN T R )
Warminster 5 o | Total deaths i ae = || | i || P s
|
| Total cases reported ,. 60| .. | .. 8 . 18 19
Westbury & Whorwellsdown | Total deaths ,, .. g e | s st 1 |
Total cases reported ., 57/ .. | | 17 s 15 25 [ -
Wilion e i e ' Il Total deaths s i .l ik i i |! 1 || | - | i
| I | I
..|| Total cases reported ., it N . | S '
HotDUE S it 3 | Total deaths b iy — || % il | I ! | : | e |
| Total cases reported -~ 8880 — [ — fon | 15 | 144 ligas il
TOTAL .. " i | Total deaths . . 4| — — 23 8 4 I e
|

s e —




cal Officer of Health during the year 1900, in the Rural Districts of ‘,he County of
cases sent to Hospital and the total number of Deaths from such Diseases;
surred in Hospital.

30

l

| = T
| = ] .

e = = | = | ol B .
515 %|E | 6| [l ietE k|
ElE | = [ & 13 FeRsEe = | ™ |~
Bl o | 3|3 | Bl ElA[ES=" |5 T2
i i = 5 | 2 g |32 ol (e e g 1]
: & & = i ) 5] =
b= | 2 | & 33| 2| 8|E|ElR1E|5 2| &
g |& |8 | & 4|6 |8 |4 |a|aflE[d|2|S]a

2 . ' o Cases treated in hospital — B D R (R D B[ | o] (S
aF ; : . Deaths in hospital — - i S| b Bee [ F s .

|

2 5 e i Cases (reated in hospital ., — || .o | oo | oo | 46 | «s Ch || S B
p : ‘ P Deaths in hospital B el | (B B (| o d e | s
i ; ia Cases treated in hospital .. 4 | . sl i R (P | G| | 1| pre

. s Deaths in hospital e | (| R . “4 Pl (ST R I

9 : 3 Cases treated in hospital - R P = & | aat || e
2 ; 27 o Deaths 1n hospital — | B || R | s | [ ]
3 i : Cases treated in hospital ., 2 wo | s )lss (|rasil SE | s
1 - Deaths in hospital .. . — BEPRN I (B (B e || m | oo [ Do (| (e
2 ; 1 Cases treated in hospital — TR e | B oo | o (T T
s e ‘e Deaths in hespital .. P (R e | | e T
o I . s Casges treated in hospital .. — || «» | .. ;oo | oo | oo | o phecllBSi] vs | o | oo
P v . B Deaths in hospital .. — || HE R e A ) e [ ' wo| o
3 i | IS 1 Cases treated in hospital ., — i g . | BT i A0 IS o | o
- . ' ‘e Deaths in hospital — - . | IR (S e o | v
s . . Casges treated in hospital ,. 14 B W W | L | (N

- i Deaths in hospital o — Hoh | W || w || o ||| S

ih Cases treated in hospital — | «iJn ] is S (R | ||| D (B [

o Deaths in hospital e — | - R e LR || | et | ==
1 o Cases treated in hospital —_ o x . i S | Er .
R T i Deaths in hospital - i e e A | R :
2 A 3 1 Cases treated in hospital .. [N 0054 Y S (50 | | e R
e : £ 2 Deaths in hospital —_ | - = : B [l 5

|
1 : Cases treated in hospital ., — || .. : FE (S SR o || :
. . ‘e Deaths in hospital e ool | mm] R (RS S RS PR
AP ; 2 Cases treated in hospital =l t N RO (S [Srw e | e || P [
2 S | 2 Deaths in hospital e = - . 3 . : e [ e (e :
. ; 1 Cases treated in hospital 5 1 S [ | (S I

= i Deaths in hospital .. . e | O T .
o Cases treated in hospital .. — § . PN [ [P [
i Deaths in hespital .. ar = | i S (e .
1 . 3 Cases treated in hospital .. | [ o | o[ e

. N} ] 3 Dualhﬁ il'l hﬂspltﬁl POt . i N} ' e LR = [l Kl
|

e ; G Cases treated in hospital ,, — || .. | W T || | )

] . Deaths iI'I hDﬁFital 'l | L N an C) " ® L) ClC e " w

i Cases treated in hospital .. — || .. | .. . T o | | oee | e

" ‘e Deaths in hospital vy — il wn | v | = B ‘e
a2 | — 3 | 12 Cases treated in hospital .. 20||— | — | 8| —|— |18 |—| B3| — | — | —

3 = _— L] Deaths in hospital .. vl == = . J‘ = —
T




=]
=2 VLR
= Ol 10 0N 1
= _Snigey L4~ ON [0y,
S 1oy 8 SSipkEny 20 _Posuvary
o —_— Iy |._” OAT J
I.L a4 SN TR0
1l q @ L
@ LT TR TIOIp s (a0 A .
— Sl BAL dsin = o =
m = WL Jo 0 et | = WP —-
g G e ] = 5
= < m | = ———— S m e o
= £  wmdegoy | = Tl 4
o m & "SJIS0] )1 ——— oy oy ————— 2 m = |IH
g5 Gt I T i — —_—
..m PM - el 01 Paltasmon ﬂdl Jl[m 1 .“u.|.l =i m m .
e} 208 e : =z — m
= 5 g o o PP ey S —r =
g ||||¢|h.q [muo; d sydyey |~ . —
H B § - [FRon] [5y A B 2
- o wags) _,m. |h._.|q»__.._.|=_ 10 "0 i = g
B 3 P “porvinun o e . — : =
m — _. apraoud — 04 ___.:_..: H_Z_:_“____.:,m_ — % — L 2
— - o A PAandagr - = = i — e
w S B0 M [ruon = ..M.Hl.al._f.h,. @ s U SR . e -
—] . P .|||..||. .uv._”-m_.h...- ..-:rq F .llU 5 2 “|.||.|-|-|". e —— ﬁ m
2 m e A e e R I —
B = % — |M_=.....___..._.=_:A.._ ._"c.l — | |_W.._v ._.ll__.. = 1... = & 4”|||. - =
g f | e L A — ;
= _Eol Ut pue ‘e — A o &t @
SBHouAr] Liv 0 pue ‘symg i ST — 3 (] —— _ =
M _m n.wnm_ TE wa._.-.—.-.—um:._ h.__- ._..u..nhu_. l|l|.|-|.|l|.-... |3 —e o« - — @ —_—
] Hu L] 9158 0 aanne .___m___._:.;m; T |4_ o« |.|[..u ||||I|.||m = = =
= - .—...u.“— 10 " == o y ; w
= i ¢ : oN - : — : £ e R £ el
— DU ‘pade N - — : ; R =
g T ddway emues |—— e - = St o
S | oxamonouas, : teag posuvary o — b —— = : . — |
.m.. TMODHAL ||L..x—é~— a0 B = RN — = ||W e i) =
1) ‘ —_— PIeT ‘ox S5 = = == ol = = . o 5
: T O PR =
g : " poYsTaaun |E ~ W : ® i : : g
£ . R — = . —— £ it 3 - A 1O =
m “ -.—.u_#.ﬁu._n—.ﬂ.m..—.. 1 — n.“_...u—h- ..n:.m. * =2 4||||I|.|1.| o m : % B o
2 L g s oty —— f ¢ §is
m “ory PIsOL) "oN - = sty SRS . = M[
= S i I f[.uHFH
H i ...._m.____m-._._. ..D.__....H m
S 28 — Cofisuaop (*opqeu :
e i ) ol s
N
- o= =] B oM
| % |2 gk
22 Em 0] PaADIaL =
n == =] oL [Ejdsn o
<H ¥ER BT Jo 'ofr
—_ W puaw paaagu 2 EHE_I.
w _ i Ll S_._smo.uw_ﬁ_a . g 5 -
L 5 ._umH_.n-an_m nwn:...u||.ﬂf o = |l..lu_ = H -
- Jo "0 o ) ..||||||Iu| Lo =
m = & = § i = s : >
=T = = : -] = T w
| - - & 5 g & & s g © ‘ =
[ [ .m [=] — :
Sy 8 E s 55 = o
E & o = H = W» = : =] b o |-|.|||||||.A‘M-||
m_.ﬂ o ) w = = . = N =
8 § t £ 2 4§ 3 & & & :
g 3 & g 2 3 2 2 _
= = M 2 E B = ma i
2§ F 34 2
a s 7 =
B B e
E L




CLERICAL
Wonx.

‘Supuwsng SN0y J0 "0

T

‘s parduio)) s:omoN 3o oy

1
1

“PAAIDg BADTION JO "ON]

a7

76 76 ..

13| 12{ 1

152, 152 ..

187) 163 24
47 41 6

350| 350 ..

27 26|
54 53

Leaar
ProceepiNGs,

30 UMBIPILA S9SU) JO "ON

L]

i Slﬂﬂii

1

-
"

1 11171072 41

_ - "passpus]

_ *PALTEIO SUOTIATANO.) JO ‘0N

£l
R

LRl

TUGHUT, "ON

E

T

41

)0, and Summary of Work done in Inspector of Nuisances Department.

| aakvEIAN v aw ox -
SV 0% LI3Y STVRINY | WAL JO 8081 JO "ON

"HEIHHAY] TAISNEAA()

“sprAom Jo 0N

3
18

17

i
1

BaTjoN U0

oo g

“uondwmsuny)

TLoncixg

Hovsgs.

JOT JUN B8 SAINETG 10 COM

"paarnday puw pasuvaf) ON

1

an

*w
E

an

"
"

‘pegaadsu] Spemday con

“1asidon] uo 0Ny

F acTonius,
WonrksHors,

Dairies

axn Baxenouses. |
|
|

AND
CowaHEDS.

e jo deagq) [pa g 03 parioda

0% Csuosia ] Funcy . Surdopdms oy

w
"

.nmr..:_._.wmm._-.z .z._.._ .._.H_.__.r -_.-._._.-_..__
SUOTITPUO]) AIJIUESH] §0 0N
_ saogoadsuy i

Surisn g\ -owI 0] pIYILL]) “ON

"
.

_ uondmisu] sapun "oy

oadsuy ey Lq paaodaa
soddng Jir powagu jo "oy
|q._”,._:f u._ﬁmm__ .miﬁnﬂ.mﬂ pun ﬁw....r—ﬁ_.._
ERIY JO UOTIUSARITG]) 10 "0z
..:._..-._mw._...._.ht_"m._._.m .mﬁm-_-._.”hh.-“.;ﬂ._.m.vlﬂlﬂ.ﬁlkﬂnu.lh
apeL], {ry ut pededus suosisd go oy

23

12
17

a
"

25

BLAUGHTER
Hovses

“paanmday] pun pasuwa[]) "oz

“paaadsuy Spwmiay oy

“pasuBarT Jo patajsriang ._u.f..

Warer Suvrrry.

..mww.u..._”._.w._.#n Ln__m. Ew#.-; u_n-m.m_-._._w .ﬁc ._um

5

9
6

R

17 | 17

(12 |12 ‘12 || 32 10

18

1
1

[awad Supimp) syioa1o g
moay porpddns sasnopy 10 0N

PN 88 PIROL) SPM JO 'ON

12 12

15| ..
31 ..

1

“pasrudayg
PUS esueal) Siio 4 §0 0N

AU S[IA JO 0N

™

i HW..lﬂm.,*ﬂ?” Mo | R [ERNS 1 (Bl ([t 1 [ |

2( 2| 2 2451 38 llllﬂ'f‘ﬂ-‘f 171 | 11 | — (140 | 31 | 10 '1"12 11 E‘ﬂ l!ljﬂll

F IO I -ﬁ_inn!.—‘.g-._n.-:.—.- bl s ¥




'.’ 42
TABLE 4 B.
Nature of Nuisances met with in the various Rural Districts in the County of ¥
' ,|| | !
PREVENTION op v ‘ | J
Ixrrctiovs Disgass Q Wares Ptk 5
UXDER DIRECTION op Houses, 2 | Howvse Diarxs. ! ; CAY
MroscallO g |CLDSETh.. AND ASHPITS,
or Hesith, E |
Names or LocAuiries .2 . 2l | I | | | 2 ] I| ] . |,§'§ ERRE
adopted for the = £ |l E - | LB g .| . E |'§§ 3 | s =S F i
purpose of these siE |8 |&, 5 g § E 2 | = iE E‘:. T = !—-‘JE-| g | 2 |E"-' = |2
S 2 BEBlGE (258 | k& |s |E5|2| & |25[2 = | e 3
312 |8 EIE (28|52 8 E5/E|215012 & (2 ls55 |2
£2 |8 Pl &ls |5]=|3 S22 F Cal=|FleE= F |& §=.8
A |5 (g8l HIE |2 2233 E [ [8 3 2 PmEEs | = [E2E B
202 18 EElBl= S|z 2<(& 1§ |58 ¢ EloE2S || IBBE IS
212 B Bl Rl = (255|515 5] 2 ZEEEE3: B |FntR e
: a-;iég SreEEIR IR IE EEIR R S (R R b
© HeEmslE = Edl g 22| R EES50% 2 fii'-'Ez.._;gg% s | Elm=pEgls
S [SEGelas 8 (25 2 (S (2| 3] SESsifss cleElcEis 3|5 ReEz
% RORERAIS 2] 2 | £ |4 | £ £ BESEE 5| 812 EeTles 5| o B
| i | |' :| | ‘ | ii ! !
Amesbury .. .2 9 9 415 6 7|8 4|..|I.. (gl 82 | 18
Bradford-on-Avon | 45 6 9|8(1|2| 2| 618 2 5 ||' &)l | 3 |
Calne .. - ..|5 5 sl ali_ |5 || 5 | a|
Il | 1 | |
Chippenham .aﬂizn ! 41 | .. 8 | | 3% || 4 | | 5 7 | 600 ..
Il |
Cricklade and | - e 1l
Wootton Bassett|'| : | | 2 ¥ 4 | I 2 | ® | == (=it
Il | |
Devizes ol wo RO 5 |44 4(8f6ula [ .. laa | .. 13 |38
| { | |
Highworth .. . 40 s g EARNE g/, |7 los| 120 ajlu|s| d s|a]s 1.4
| | Il | |
Malmesbury {80 [ Rl | 1| 4| .. I | 6 8 SO R || 4|.. | | :
| | |
Marlborough oof o 9 eERa ; e [ | | . P ) | - || | . ﬂ| 2| .. .
Melksham |18 8 . 11 | .. 1|1|4.u 5 | v s .. | 3| =2 | 16| 3
|| |
Mere .. S = a 35|a 2. 21 18 s(s| s 25|al 23 | 38 |
Pewsey .:'m?las aAneelle. g SRS wlsflals | |l 1., [=] |ﬂ| T
| |I | | | | | |
Ramsbury .. ..-lm 19 | .. |18 ..|211|4|9|..|,|.. | | - 4!.. 18 ..|20].]
| |
Salisbury ~19|n.. i ..|82 si.|1|ble , | 8 | 4||
Tisbury al g 2 | o ﬁ|2|12 i o e U O S | 5 1| . {amilad
| - ! g
Warminster (e8| 8|d1.. 2|8 2|3 ..lis 17 |I T T 419| 15 | ..
Westbury and | | | ' | - R
Whorwellsdown 1"30'30 B | 4 1 [ - | a| 2 :' [ ] 8 10/ 3
Wilton S 11] 11| 6|5 4] 2| 8 e 3 17
Tetbury ., | 4 . ' |
(Wilts Portion) | | : | = | A8 ue | 1 2 2.
18 P ) o e "
TOTAL ﬁnulmgl T | — (175 | 91 aﬂnu‘-u 172 1194 | 2 |36 (23| 26 |32 | o4 smamlaeom
. 1
e e —



43

‘furpumsng saonoy 3o "oy |

9
5

T perduog) sonoN Jo "ON

Wonx.

-

.
e

9 3

2 ..

(LERICAL

TPRAIIG SHOTION JO O]

67 48

46

:

| 514 484 30

1.
14 8
a1 1
30| 11

4h) 45| ..

11
12
22|
7
41

2
1221 110 12

157 128 29

,12&91111-::]119

|

- _rim_ e
30 WARIPYILA $9587) JO 0N

aw

-
"
"

“PRUIEG SUONITALGT) JO "0

Lecan

EE

5

Proceenings,

"UBHE], "0

CR
an
as
aa

"RENARY HAISKAAA() _

A0 KOLINIAKAID NIRADTEITE 30057

- BEOMYELAN. ¥ B Ok TEIAN ud
BY 05 LIAY $IVKINY | [RAOWDY] JO 838U JO 0N
“nondwnsuos

A0J QU] FT SIUNETAD JO "OAT

QLT |

27

12

oW
"

G |

1

“paanndoy) pun pasuma) oy

E

‘poadsu] Apwndayy toy

Houses.

B R

Lonaixo

_ *19181339] U0 0N

Cx
.

|

[UAEAE Fo sy Rotpajy 0f patiodar
oy suossa ] Junoy , Furlopdua oy
_ "ERIUEEINYT 80 .ﬁ_...ﬂ..

Y
.
]

Wap SUOnIpuoy Smjumsuy Jo toy
_ aopsadsuy Aq
Sumsea-amry o) PARIE) 0N

BakEHOUSES.

Facronries,
| Wongsmors, AND

_ ‘uotgradsu] Japun "oy

| aojadsu] o Aq pogaodad
___sepddng i powesu] 1o 0N

T IR sMwelg pur ‘wapi)

Datrins
AND
CowsHEDS,

.m.c_.&k.ﬁ.::.w.q AP LSRR WO Mo
SPLT, JIT Ul paSuiue suosia,f j0 0y

‘paapndayy puw pasuwaqy _a?.l

.ﬁ__..__,_:a__._m__:.hte_._._w,._“._.:.ﬂ

Houvses,

_ ‘PosuSOrT 40 padaisidey] toN

BLAVGHTER

, and Summary of Work done in Inspector of Nuisances Departmant.i

[sedjeuy Jop uaye sapduing Jo "os

“[rwas &..:...:wu“_ E__._:._sﬂ:-.,.._.._.
moay patpddns sasnofp jo "oy

RV J0 uOTusARIuG) jo oy |

10 | 76

1

|| 29

X

'I"?l s

[| 16 | 10

,|25|..

135 114

4

10

e

19
T3

72

4

219 —1|3&I.'I' 61 |91 | —

10

3

T

. an au

il s

PO ¢ pIs0]]) S[[aAy JO TON

paarnday)
PuE pasuEaly m:n__....__..___ .._‘..- CON

jung s[9 M 30 0N

Warer SvrrLy.

100

-paranpuo’) Apadoadmy "oy | = Nl

1

31 ]..

2 150

6

1| 26 108 | 16 (411 (184 | 1Y | %8 | 17 || 1085




PART Il

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL REPORTS.

URBAN DISTRICTS.

BRADFORD-ON-AVON.
MEDICAL, OFFICER 0F HEALTH—W, J. A. ADYE, M.R.CS., I.S.A.

Area, 2005 acres. Population (Census, 18g1) ... 4957.
Population ( ,, IQOI) ... 4514.

Birth-rate - o oo 1T L per 1000 Pop.
J{}{ﬂfﬁ -rle 1 e i

Zymotic Death-rate
Phthisis Death-rate .. . i S "
Infantile Mortality .. .. 139-0 w  Births. [

—

SRS

The Birth-rate of the district is extremely low, being only 17-1 per 1000, against 2460 i
1899. This rate is the lowest of any year on record. The Death-rate is also lower, being 14
per 1000, against 154 in 1899,

Bronchitis and Heart Disease were accountable for the greater number of Deaths ; an
of these 9 were 65 years of age and upwards.

During the year the Voluntary Notification of Phthisis has been adopted.

The number of cases of Infectious Diseases notified during the year was 17. or 3-0 pe
1000, a great improvement on last year, when 27 or 52 per 1000 were notified. There wer
2 deaths from Diphtheria and 4 from Diarrheea.

The Christ Church Schools were closed by order from September 3rd to October 8th
to enable the managers to abolish the latrines, which were in an insanitary condition, and t
put up new ones. The schools have now perfect sanitary arrangements, which ought to condue
to the general health of that part of the Urban District from which the children are drawn.

The New Drainage Scheme has been approved by the Local Government Board, the lan
bought, and the work has been commenced. This scheme is absolutely necessa ry for the publi
health, for although the town has been luckily exempt from infections epidemics during th
year, and there have been only a few scattered cases of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever, th
Medical Officer of health never remembers seeing so many cases of Boils and Carbuncles, an
these he thinks were caused by the bad sanitary conditions under which SO many are living, and
that this is true, he points out that a great many of the older stone drajns are nearly choked in§
places, and a large part of the district is not drained at all.

The Sanitary condition of Morgan’s Hill, one of the worst parts of the town, is greatly§,
improved, thanks to one of the Provident Clubs, which has bought up some of the property, §
adjacent to St. Margaret's Steps, and has erected new Washhouses and Privies,

|
s e ———— T.._--_"——J—_—
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He hopes when the Drainage Scheme is finished that all the cesspits now in use will be
olished, and that owners of houses will fix a proper flushing apparatus to eath Privy. He
uld also like to see a Privy to each house, and not as in so many instances at present, one to
ree or four houses.

The town sewers are flushed regularly, but with greater frequency in hot wenther.

House refuse is removed twice a week by a contractor in open carts. He suggests that in
¢ next contract, carts should be covered to prevent the dust from flying about, ani the scaveng-
g be finished by some hour before mid-day. {

The water supply of the town has been greatly improved during the year, a new adit
ving been made which taps new springs in the hill. He hopes that the water mains will be
rried to the Council’s boundaries this vear, as there are houses with only wells, to which a pure
d constant supply would be a great boon. :

In company with the Inspector of Nuisances he has periodically visited the only common
dging-house in the district, also the slaughter-houses, bake-houses, dairies and milkshops, and
s found them satisfactory, whitewashing in many instances being done more often than the
w reqmre'&.

He has also made house to house inspections in various parts of the town; and where

nisances have been found, notices have been served on the owner or tenant, and they have been
ated.

He suggests the formation of a Sanitary Committee in order that various small matters
pight be expedited, and large ones put in train for the monthly meetings.

New Bye-Laws for various purposes are being prepared, and regulations under the Dairies,
towsheds, and Milkshops Orders, have been adopted, and are enforced.

Sanitary requirements and sugeestions of Medical Officer of Health: 1st, a disinfector
br clothing and bedding; 2nd, all scavenging carts to have covers, and the work to be finished
lefore mid-day ; 3rd, the formation of a Sanitary Committee.

CALNE.

Meprcal, OrrFICER oF Hearra—D., CAMPBELL, M.D.

Area, 410 acres. Population (Census, 18g1) ... 3495.
Population ( 5 19o1) ... 3456.
Birth-rate e s .o 26°9 per 1000 Pop.
Dieatlh-rate = oe [l = o
Zymotic Death-rate .. S | T TR s
feilisis Dealh-rate .. s Ll i
Infantile Mortality .. e r e Births.

There has been no change in the Birth-rate, There is a considerable reduction in the
Death-rate, and a total absence of deaths from any Epidemic Disease.
Of the 44 deaths, 5 were residents of the Rural District, who died in the workhouse. After
Hlaiming a deduction for these, the Death-rate for the Borough is reduced by 11°16 per 1000.
There were 48 cases of Infectious Disease notified during the year, viz: 1 Enteric Fever,
} Erysipelas, and 44 Scarlet Fever.
The case of Enteric Fever was treated at home and terminated in recovery. The cause of
he disease was not determined. ;

On the 20th June Scarlet Fever broke out simultaneously in the workhojse and in the
Fuarry. The patient from the workhouse had gone out for one day on lea\re of absgnce, and three
ays afterwards she was found to be suffering from Scarlet Fever. The child who| went out with
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her fell ill two days afterwards. Both were isolated in the workhouse, without any further ¢
there. The Medical Officer of Health made every possible effort to discover how the disease v
introduced in the town, but failed. Evidently someone imported the disease, and succeeded
concealing it.  Up to the end of the year there were 44 cases in the District, and 6 in the Ru

District, ing a total of 50, Thirty seven cases were removed to the hospital, where they
Prﬂgressed 'i."ﬂ'l].l'ﬂ.bl}".

The Public Elementary Schools were closed for the usual summer holidays at the end
July, but as a large number of cases of Scarlet Fever had arisen duri ng the vacation, it was deem
advisable to g'nstpone the opening for a week, in the hope that there would be no other c

Unfortunately further cases occurred, which necessitated the closing of the schools from week
week until November 26th.

The slaughter-houses, bake-houses, and milk-shops in the District we
and found clean, tidy, and in a satisfactory state.

Accompanied by the Inspector of Nuisances, he inspected the whole District and h
many nuisances abated.

The Inspector of Nuisances systematically inspects one-half of the town every fortnigh
thereby preventing the accumulation of refuse or ashes becoming a nuisance. By this mea
364 loads of ashes and refuse of various kinds were removed by the Council’s carts, besides 2
by the owners. The total number of houses from which refuse is removed by the Authori
is 395. The number of inhabited houses is 840, with an average number of four persons per hous

Under the direction of the Medical Officer of Health, the Inspector disinfected 32 hous

and the bedding of three cottages where the children suffering from Scarlet Fever were not se
to the hospital.

Duriu%- the year 15 houses have been connected with the Town W
clear, colourless, and of the highest degree of organic purity.

complaints that the higher portions of the town were very
either through inadequacy of pressure or size of mains.

Eleven new houses for labourers and artis

ater Supply, which i
Unfortunately there were serion
inadequately supplied with wat

ans were built during the year.

CHIPPENHAM.

MEDICAL OQFFICER OF HearTa—W. T. ERISCOE, M.D.

Area, 263 acres. Population (Census, 18gr)

.. 4618,
Population ( Igo1) ... 5074.
Birth-rate S s co 233 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate | . = .. 1689 o &
Zymotic Death-rate . s 1'B8 by =
hikisis Death-rate . . i». 08B = o
Infantile Mortality ., «« 8185 w  Biriks,

There has been a considerable reduction in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate is practically
the same. Sixteen deaths of residents of the Borough were registered as having occurred bevond
the District. | There were 5 deaths from Epidemic Influenza, 4 deaths from Diarrhcea, 2 of these

only being infants, 1 death from Enteritis in an infant was registered as a death from Gastrie
Catarrh, There were 4 deaths from Phthisis.
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Owing to the increase in the size of the town and the increase in the numjber of water-
sets which have replaced earth-closets, the intercepting tanks in use are notlsufficient for
rifying the sewerage before it enters the river. The dry weather and consequentjvant of water
the river has also caused another nuisance. These circumstances caused the Authority to ask
ir Surveyor to prepare a plan, the effect of which will be to take the sewerage otjt of the river
ogether, and to carry it to some point below the town where it will be dealt withjon the Septic
nk principle. The present delay in carrying this out is due to a desire befoffe proceeding
ther to see how the Septic Tanks erected by the Chippenham Rural Authority wrk.

The scavenging of the Borough is systematically carried out, a house-to-hafyse collection
ng made at least twice weekly. The earth-closets are also well attended to by tHle scavengers.
is class of closet is being rapidly superceded by the water-closet, althipugh if well
derised with earth or ashes they are fairly efficient. The inhabitants in the poosler neighbour-
jods do not give the attention necessary, and on this account the introduction of|water-closets
undoubtedly a sanitary improvement. i

A large amount of useful sanitary work has been carried out during the year)

Bake-houses, slaughter-houses, factories and workshops, have all had the usual inspection,
id with a few exceptions were always found in a clean and sanitary condition. '-!1

The supply of water has been constant throughout the year. On no occasion has it been
cessary to shut it off night or day. Several extensions of the mains have been carried out
thin the Borough, besides other extensions outside the Borough. Itisasource of congratulation
at the quantity and quality of the supply has been maintained.

Owing to the dry weather there was not much water in the river, and at times during the
ar a serious nuisance existed. The Survevor did what he could to abate the nuisance by
caning out the river bed, but the Medical Ofhcer of Health thinks that the Sanitary Committee
d wisely in directing him to go a step further and prepare a plan to convey the sewerage which
pw finds its way into the river to some peint where it can be more thoroughly filtered and
arified.

The Joint Isolation Hospital was opened during the vear. It is thoroughly equipped for
foviding the best form of treatment. There is accommodation for 20 beds. A certificated
hirse with special fever experience is provided. During the vear 6 cases were received into the
pspital, and although all the patients were removed from large households, in no instance did
e disease spread, showing that if the first case is removed in time from a family we may hope
at the disease will not spread in that family.

It is proposed to treat the following Diseases at the Hospital, viz. :—* Typhus Fever,—(!!!)—
vphoid or Enteric Fever, Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, and in certain cases Measles.” An
pparatus for disinfecting the clothing of the patients has been erected, and an ambulance
irriage provided.

A systematic inspection of the most thickly populated parts of the District was made by
e Medical Officer of Health, in company with the Inspector of Nuisances in the months of
pril and May, and was independent of inspections made upon an outbreak of disease. As a
sult of this inspection 73 nuisances were discovered and removed.

The Medical Officer of Health says :—* This is a summary of the sanitary work of the
istrict. Much has been done ;: much remains to be done.”

——— e,

-
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DEVIZES,

DICAL, OFFICER OF HE&LTH—G-.-S. A. WAYLEN, L.R.C.P.

2a, 778 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 6426.
Population ( ” 1901) ... 6532.
- Birth-rvate ks e co 273 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate .. . s . A0 % i
gymaﬁfc Death-rate .. R | A >
hthisis Death-rate .. ae o AR o v
Iufantile Mortality . . .. 887 . Bk

en a slight improvement in the Birth-rate. There were 15 iillegitimate birth

of which the workhouse. There is a decided improvement in the Death-rate.

Sixt 3€s of Infectious Disease were notified, viz.:—4 Scarlet Fever, 1 Diphtheria,
Measles, a ¥sipelas. Five cases were treated in the isolation hospital : 8 of Scarlet Feve
1 of Dipht] id 1 of Erysipelas ; all recovered. The onl ¥ death from Zymotic Disease was
from Diarr :

PPLY.—The supply from the reservoir at Beckhampton Down has been constan

through ar. The Medical Officer of Health sugeests the advisability of fixing a wate
meter t as it leaves the reservoir, in order that the daily output should be accurate
observed.

W No new work has been carried out. FEstimates have been asked for the
constru - ks for the treatment of the town's sewage upon the Septic Tank system ang

0 At the close of the year these rr:?-::rt.ﬂ were not completed. It is to be hopeé
that one or er methods of treatment will be ac opted in the present year.

MOVAL.—There is no change in the method of treatment of the town refuse.

Houses, BAKE-HOUSES, AND DAIRIES.—These have all been inspected during
the ye: rule are generally clean and well kept.

# WoRkING CLASSES.—A special report was presented to the Conncil during

neral state of cottage property in the town, and the difficulty that is found g
ccommodation.

ssentation of that report, arrangements have been made to build 24 house

by a ] ompany, the Corporation granting the ground on a long lease and ¢t
Urbhan I ncil undertaking to lay out and light the road. Itis to be hoped that this g
a first in of improved house accommodation for the working classes, of which the towr
stands sc need.

AND WorksHors.—These have
d sanitary arrangements good.,

ND CowsHEDS DR]IER?:.—R(?g‘lllﬂtinnH have been adopted and are enforced
, only two Cowsheds in the Urban District area,

REQUIREMENTS OF DISTRICT.—(1) Improved and increased

been inspected and have been found clean

3 accommodation for
the wo ges : (2) ImErm—ud method of treatment of the sewage. The present land js
unsuitah m time to time complaints have been made by the Rural District Council as to
the po Poulshot stream. The volume of sewage after heavy rains is frequently too
great to ftorily carried to the Tanks and treated on the land. There is also a defective
arrang

£ conveyance of a portion of sewage to the works,
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MALMESBURY.
Mepicarn OrrFicEr oF HEaLrH—CHARLES W. PITT, M.R.C.S.
Area, 556 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 2064.
Population ( i 1901) ... 2854. -
Birth-rate = o .. 253 per 1000 Pop.
D{'{‘Ifﬁ-'?ﬂfﬁ? ' E ® 5= 1Hl{l 11 5]
Zymotic Death-rate .. Al 168 & H

Phihisis Death-rate .. o 168 it
{ufantile Mortality .. o 1480, Birtls

There has been an increase in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate remains practically
ionary. Infantile Death-rate is extremely high for a District of this class.

There were no deaths from Typhoid Fever, Diphtheria or Scarlet Fever. There were 4
ths from Epidemic Influenza. Phthisis, and other Tubercular Diseases claimed 6 victims,
there were 6 deaths from Bronchitis.

Eight cases of Infectious Disease were notified during the year. 3 of Erysipelas, 3 of
rlet Fever, and 2 of Enteric Fever. One of the cases of Scarlet Fever was isolated at the
lation Hospital, at Blackbridge, Brokenborough ; the other 2 cases were isolated at home.

ExrteErIC FEVER.—This occurred in one house in Oxford Street, and was apparently due
large cesspool. in a burial ground adjoining the wall of the house where the cases occurred.
re was also evidence of sewer gas inside the house, through cracks in the cement of the
pection chamber of the drain. These defects have been remedied now, the cesspool has been
lished, and the drain repaired.

Warer SurpLy.—The Company has delivered the water in a fair condition this year. The
k has been cleaned out about every 6 weeks. There is a constant service, and it ﬁu‘:{jplies-
houses. The Medical Officer of Health suggests the advisability of some of the dead ends
ains being flushed, as he gets samples brought to him sometimes with a large quantity of
posit.

SEWERS.—An old stone drain has been taken up in the Kingswall, and this has been
laced by glazed socket pipes. One ventilator for the sewers was erected last year and two
5 year.  Nothing has been done towards taking the sewage out of the river, and no mention
made of any action being taken with regard to the foul ditch running alongside the King's
ns meadow.

Slaughter-houses were inspected and found satisfactory.
SCAVENGING.—The Authority removed the refuse of 450 houses.
Three new houses for the working classes have been erected during the year.

MARLBOROUGH.

MEepIcAL OrrFICER OF HEaLtH—T. H. HAYDON, M.B., Cantab.

Area, 196 acres. Population (Census, 18g1) ... 3012.
Population ( ' 1901) ... 3046.
Birth-rate o Fx .o 16°6 per 1000 Pop.
Dieath-rale e i R - T 2
Zymotic Death-rate . . L 99, pr
-&I-&fsfs I-L.?ﬂfi&'?ﬂé{! 4. L] G‘EH 1 L L
Infantile Mortality .. .. 1800 R

There has been a serious falling off in the Birth-rate. There is a slight reduction in the
th-rate.
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Twenty-eight cases of Infectious Disease were notified, viz.:—12 Scarlet Fever,
Diphtheria, 3 Erysipelas and 1 Enteric, the last imported. Of these 17 cases were isoiaf
There were no deaths among the 24 cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. The Medical Off
of Health again insists on the advantage that would be gained bv a combination between
Urban and Rural Distriets for purposes of isolation, and is very glad to hear that an arrangem

has at last been arrived at between the two Councils.
Two cases of Scarlet Fever were discovered illegally exposed and removed to the isolat
hospital.

WATER SUPPLY.—The report of the Public Analyst is that the waler is an excelle
drinking water. Bacteriological examination made on several specimens shows that there
been some source of pollution, though not of a dangerous character; most probably at the w
itself. A special report on this subject was laid before the Council.* The Medical Office
Health suggests that it would be g great advantage to have frequent and regular measuremer
made of water, so that it might be possible to form an idea of the amount of water used
head, and to judge if there is any waste going on at any particular time.

HOUSES FOR THE WORKING Crasses.—One case of overcrowding was reported a
abated. Improvements have been carried out in some of the houses mentioned in a spe
report.* No new houses have been built during the yvear. The Medical Officer of Health repor
that overcrowding exists in some instances in houses, and in other instances overcrowding

houses in area. No action has been taken under the Housing of the Working Classes Act,
no house has been closed as unfit for habitation.

SEWERAGE.—There have been troublesome delays in the drainage work, and eventually t
contract has been broken off. However, a fresh arrangement has been made, and it is hope
that the work will now proceed vigorously. The delay in the main drainage has made it ve
difficult to get any improvements carried out in house drainage, as all work is postponed till tk
main drainage scheme is in workin g order. A few cesspits have been done away with, and som
unflushed closets provided with flushing arrangements. There are many closets of old coz
struction, (in existence before the water supply), without flushin arrangements. Whe
alterations are made, the need of regulations is seen as to the kind u?r:lr:r:-wt to be put in, an
the amount of flush allowed. The absence of tell-tale waste pipes is commented upon. I

some the waste pipes simply overflow into the closet, so that there is a constant unseen waste
water,

SCAVENGING.—Refuse is removed from houses once
in the streets in all kinds of nondescript utensils. It would
sanitary dustbins were used. Removal once a wee
time to prevent nuisance being caused.

a week. The refuse is still expose
: be a great advantage if proper coverg
k is also not sufficiently often in the sumime

Bake-houses have heen inspected and are well kept.

Cow-sheds are generally well kept.

SLAUGHTER~H0U5Es.—Cn?111F]§1i11 ts have been received from time to
inspection they have been kept in airly good order, though the task isa di
the usual bad arrangement of these places.

SANITARY REQUIRE;&ENTS.—-{I) New cottages : (
refuse; (3) regulations with regard to house drainag
inspection of new work.

time, but by frequen
ficult one, considerin

2) more frequent scavenging of hous
¢ and plumbing work and systemati

“No copy of this special report was sent to the Cop nty Council in
the Local Government Board.

accordance with the regulations of
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MELKSHAM.,
MepicaL OFFICER oF HEartH—W. INGRAM KEIR, F.R.C.S., Edin.
Area, 451 acres. Population (Census, 1891r) ... 2073.
Population ( o I190I) ... 2450.
Birth-rate i S5 .. 28°79 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate o L5 b AED . i
Zymotic Death-rate . . .. 000 i =

Philisis Death-rate .. e 1:20 o -
Infantile Mortalily .. .. 679 o DBirtks,

The Birth-rate appears to remain stationary. The Death-rate shows a considerable
brease. ‘The Infantile Death-rate is very low. Fifty per cent. of the total deaths were of
Fsons over 70 years of age. There were no deaths from Zymotic Disease. There were 3 deaths
m Consumption, which is now considered a preventable disease. There was no Epidemic
fring the year, not even Influenza. Under the Notification Act 3 cases were notified, all of
arlet Fever. Of this number 2 were imported, 1 from Ireland and 1 from Weymouth. The
er case was in a crowded house in a crowded square.

Warter SveppLy.—The public water supply throughout the vear was most satisfactory both
regards quantity and quality. Only those who lived in Melksham before the introduction of
jpublic water supply—when there was a water famine every summer, and an epidemic of
iphoid every autumn—can fully appreciate this great boon. The Market Place well, which is
2 only public well in the town, was also examined, and the water found to be of excellent quality.
pis is a very valuable well, and the Council should de all in its power to prevent the water
¢m being wasted. There are several private wells in use, and as these are for the most part
allow they need watching.

SEWERAGE.—The drainage of the District has been anything but satisfactory, partly owin
the dry summer and the absence of the usual stream of water through the main sewer, ang
Irtly owing to the growth of the town. Numerous complaints were made of offensive effluvia
dm the main sewer gratings, the river Avon, and the Lowbourne brook, while at Shurnhold the
ite of the brook was distinctly dangerous to the public health. ‘ The present mode of draining
o watercourses and the river is antiquated as well as illegal, and I think the time has arrived
gen the Council should seriously consider the desirability of adopting a system of drainage in
bordance with modern ideas, and suited to the requirements of a progressive town.”

Regulations with regard to Dairies and Cowsheds more stringent than the old ones have
ien adopted, and have been carefully observed.

The Infectious Diseases Prevention Act, 1890, has been adopted, but fortunately none of its
hvisions have needed to be enforced. ““The Small Dwellings' Acquisition Act has also been
pted, but it is difficult to see of what use this absurd Act can be to the inhabitants of
blksham.” The usual systematic inspections of the town were carried out in conjunction with
e [nspector of Nuisances every quarter, and resulted in a good deal of useful sanitary work
in g (rmle. Private house drainage was improved at twenty houses. It is surprising to find
= Jarge number of disused drains which honeveomb some parts of the town. Many of these
ains run under houses, and are not so innocent as they look, for although they do not contain
vage they frequently convey sewer gas. Many cases of chronic ill-defined bad health are
ributable to these drains. Two new houses were built during the year, and they both drain
o cesspools—a highly objectionable arrangement. “The cry for decent houses for the
ouring man is still heard, and is still unheeded. Many cottages in the town, although not
ually uninhabitable, are verging on that state, and if new houses were built a clean sweep
uld be made of these abodes.”

The occasional flooding of houses at Devizes Bridge has been again before the Council.
is serious nuisance, so detrimental to the health and comfort of the inmates, might be remedied
proper drainage.

Bake-houses were inspected every quarter and were found to be invariably clean and kept
iaccordance with the Bye-laws and the Factory and Workshops' Act.

The licensed slaughter-houses were also inspected quarterly.
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SALISBURY.,
MEDICAL Orrrcer or HEALTH—HARCOURT COATES, L.R.C.P.
Area, 826 acres, Population (Census, 1891) ... 15553.

Population ( s IGOT) ... I9IE7.

Birth-rate o e o 25T per 1000 Pop.

Dmt&"?"ﬂfﬁ' i o i 15-66 i T

Zymotic Death-rate .. 2969 e ’

hihisis Death-rate o 1-31

e L] LE

Infantile Mortality ., .. 1086 w  Births.

The Medical Officer of Health has given credit for 24 deaths of persons who were broug
from outside the District, but has not debited the borough with the 20 deaths that occu
in the workhouse of persons removed from the borough. The Death-rate is lower than it h

been for some years Past. Thirty-two cases of Scarlet Fever were notified, but there were 1
fatal cases. Nine cases of Diphtheria, 1 of Laryngitis, 1 of Enteric Fever, and 9 cases
Erysipelas were notified.

Every possible precaution is said to be taken to prevent disease
no hospital for isolating cases it is a very

No cause could be assigned for the 9 cases of Diphtheria, 7 of which proved fatal,

WATER SuppLy.—Water supfph- i1s good and continuous and the Analyst’s report
considered by the Medical Officer o Health quite satisfactory.

SEWERAGE AND Housg DRAINAGE.—The Medical Officer is silen

House to house visitation has been carefully
requiring it, the Medical Officer of Health imn

ase spreading, but as there
difficult matter; complaints running through familje

t on this subject.

carried out, and where any case aros
1ediately visited such

places and took such ste i
as were possible to remedy sanitary defects. A number of notices have been served and in ever
case the nuisance has been remedied.

Dairies were carefully inspected and found to be clean, and the utensils kept in a prope
condition.

The Milk-shops were well conducted and well ventilated. A few Cow-sheds still exist i
the City, but in the opinion of the Medical Officer of Health, they should be abolished. They ar
clean and well kept, but in his opinion, for the welfare of the cows and for the production g
better milk they should not be allowed in the City at all.

Bake-houses are regularly visited, and when necessary, cleansing and white-washin ¢ haw
been ordered, and these orders have been complied with.

SL&UGHTER=HOUSE5.—-'I‘11¢._?RE have heep regularly visited also, and as far as possible, in th
limited space obtainable in the City, the requirements are carried ou

t.
The two common lodging-houses have been daily inspected and no cause has been foun
for complaint.

Street cleansing is considered perfectly satisfactory.

St. Mark’s School was closed for a short time during the vear for
but no notice was sent to the County Council in accordance w
Government Board,

The Report is the shortest received this ve

an epidemic of Measles
ith the regulations of the Loca

ar from any authority in the County.
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SWINDON.
Mzbpicalr OrriceEr oF Hearra—F. E. STREETEN, M.R.C.S., D.P.H.

Area, 1310 acres.  Population (Census, 1891) ... 33095.
Population (Estimated 1goo) 48o000.
Population (Census, 1901) .. 449g6.

Birth-rate e - oo 26°37 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate o Gt e L | - o
Zymotic Death-rate .. = 0-58 ol i
Phihisis Death-rate .. oo 100 5 o
Infantile Morviality .. e | . Births.

Taking the estimated population at 48000 the Birth-rate works out at 26:37, which is much
ut the average for the County, but below the rate for last vear. The Death-rate upon the
1e estimated population is 10°1, much below the rate for last year, and considerably helow the
rage for the County. The Medical Officer of Health considers the estimation of the population
nreliable.

Improvement has been made in the character of the sewage effluents, and the river
lv, into which they are discharged, is proportionately improved. The sewering of the Grove
hd and County Ground Districts, formerly in the old Swindon Urban District, 1s necessary as
lvill probably in the immediate future be rapidly developed, and the system of cesspits for the
leption of sewerage in the town is highly undesirable. Extension of existing sewers in Argyle
leet in the North Ward is necessary. The gradients of some of the sewers of the town vary
hsiderably, there being too much fall in some parts and a deficiency in others. The main
bors in Westcott Place and Cricklade Road notably are deficient in fall, and Field's Automatic
hshing Tanks have been placed on both these sewers with beneficial results. A separate
ftem of storm water drains has now been laid in nearly all parts of the town, excepting in the
lith Ward. The condition of house drains and closet connections in the older cottage property
lthe town is not satisfactory, as little or no supervision used to be exercised in the laying of
k old drains, many of these are in an unsatistactory state. A large amount of efficient diain
lting has been carried out in the town during the past few years, and a lot of defective work
b been renewed, but very much still remains to be done. Supervision over thelaying of house
lins and connections is now strict. The Borough (Rodbourne) Sewage Farm appears to be
irking satisfactory, and the Thames Conservancy Board have not had cause to complain of the

lity of the efluent. The condition of the Broome Farm is not so satisfactory. A Local
lvernment Board Enquiry was held, and a loan granted for the provision of filter beds of
ficient area. Owing to the approaching incorporation of the towns no work was commenced

h respect to the new scheme.

Practically the whole of the excrement of the Borough is water borne as sewage. Any
Ispits which exist, under section 8 of the new Bye-laws adopted October, 1900, have to be
otied and cleaned by owners every three months.

The scavenging of the town is done by a special staff under the direction of the Surveyor.
present the whole of the refuse is removed to the sewage farms and utilized there. The
dical Officer of Health considers that it would be an advantage if the whole of the scavenging
ff was placed under the direction of a responsible official as Scavenging Inspector. The
item in vogue is by no means perfect, and is capable of considerable improvement. “The
eptacles for house refuse at present in use are very unsatisfactory as the great majority of the
eptacles have no cover whatever, a dangerous nuisance to health is created by the scattering
adcast of refuse, and it is a standing disgrace to the town that such receptacles for refuse
rage should be allowed to be in use. A time table of the exact hoursat which scavenging will
undertaken in every street and ward of the town is very desirable.” The Medical Officer of
ialth does not think that a bi-weekly collection of refuse is sufficient, especially in the hot
inths, when refuse has to be kept festering in back yards for three days at a time.
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The Water Supply of the town is inadequate, and has been a matter of public knowle§
for some years, but up to the end of the y

car 1900, no satisfactory means of aungmenting it hj
been adopted. A Iestriction of the supply to consumers from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. was again foul
necessary for some months,

It is evident that 4 Brave responsibility rests on those that have the control of the to

water supply, to immediately Proceed to take steps to augment it. That much earnest considh
ation has been Sven to the matter

is well known, but people are now a:ﬁki{lg when t
consideration is going to bear fruit. The Medical Officer of Health thinks that in the comilj
year the town will again have to be dependent on the Great Western Railway Company
a supplementary supply, During the year the Great Western Railway Company deliver
114 million gallons to the town at a cost of 1s. 3d. per 1000 gallons.

That the wan

; t of an adequate water supply hindered and prevented introduction
commercial enterprises in the town is well known, and the dangers to public health likely

arise from empty water mains and the restricted supplies of one of the necessities of life a
equally appreciable. Th

€ town water supply is analysed once monthly by the County Analy
The chemical purity is excellent, but the analvst has on several occasions during this year, as
the previous one, drawn attention to the want of proper and efficient filtration. It is obvio

that the filter at present iy use is little more than a toy, and the recommendations of the Coun
Analyst ought to receive some attention.

The two common lodging-houses in the town are owned by one proprietor. Both are -
good order and well cared for.,

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,—There are 24 in use in the town for which licenses are granted, th
majority being yearly licenses, There are several old licences which do not require yearl
renewal, and it would be very desirable if legislation could he introduced and passed placing
these old perpetual licenses under the direct control of the local authority. Importa
additions to and alterations in the existing Bye-laws relating to slaughter-houses have be

made during the year, These principally relate to the storage and removal of offal ang

L - " - . "
garbage, and to the provision of more cleanliness in the keeping of the slaughter-houses. Ty
personal inspections made by the Medical Officer of Health have been productive of good durin

the year. Five prosecutions for breach of Byve-laws were undertaken, and four conviction
obtained.

BARE-HousEs.—There are 48 bake-houses in the town. They are regularly iilﬁ]‘lECtE
and the regulations are observed. They are kept in good order and many of them are of moder
construction with the latest improvements.

Dairies, CowsHEDS, AND MiLk-

SHOPS.— There are 49 d
and the latter number 21 places where

313 cows are kept.

Regulations are enforced, and 2 register is kept which deals with the source of supply, and
as far g5 possible with the distribution of all milk purveyed in the Borough District. A case o
Diphtheria occurred in the family of one dairyman and purveyor of milk. The child wal
removed to the hospital, and the dairy closed for a fortnight until it had been thoroughl
renovated and disinfected. In another instance it was discovered that a dairyman had had hi
water supply cut off by the Water Board for non-payment of rates, and that he was brin ging if
water from the country from a well which had been condemned, for the purpose of cleansing his
dairy utensils. Cases oceurred now and again where very small retailers of milk who had n 3
convenience, other than that which existed in the shop, for the storage of milk were detected ig
keeping small quantities of milk overnight in a back vard in close proximity to drain traps ang
ash heaps. Fm{]uentinspectiml 15 very necessary to detect and prevent such abuses, and the
addition proposed to be made to the Inspector's staff wil] materially assist in this,

Nursances.—Nuisances which are detected or reported as existing are at once investigate
by the Medical Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector who seryes notices of abatement i
the usual form. In specially urgent cases needing prom Pt attention, the matter is brou ght before
the Emergency Committee who have JPower to act. It 1s but rarely that legal proceedings have
to be taken for the abatement of a nuisance,

The provisions of ‘the Notification ﬁisca_:-;es Prevention 1Act are well observed by Mediea
Practitioners. Nntiﬁci_ltlﬂll l:_ny householders s practically a dead letter. Over 90 Per cent, of
cases of Intectious Disease in the Borough are removed to the Isolation Hospital. When

airies, milk-shops, and cowsheds
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oved, all infected bedding and other articles are taken away for disinfection, removals being
ied out by the hospital staff. When cases of disease are isolated-at home, disinfection is
ied out when convalescence is established.

ISOLATION Hosprrar.—This is the joint property of the Ratepayers of the Borough and
1 District of Highworth. It at present provides accommodation for about 26 cases other
Small-pox, but a new block is in course of construction which will nearly double the
mmodation now existing. The hospital has done good work since its installation. It is
ed as far as possible on modern and up-to-date methods, and has the confidence of the
lic for whose protection it has been provided. A separate hospital is provided for the
bption of Small-pox, with an administration entirely separate from the Isolation Hospital.

Bye-laws have been adopted for the following purposes during the year:—(1) Slaughter-
hses ; (2) Cleansing of Footways and Nuisances; (3) Removals of House Refuse; (4) New
bets and Buildings.

The following loans were obtained during the year :—For Cabstand and Cabmen’s Shelter,
D;: for P‘leasure Grmu}ds-;. £6389: Allotments, £1211; Cottages at Sewage Farm, £700;
m Roller, £540; Public Conveniences, £40; Sewerage Works and Storm Water Sewers, £260.

A good deal of house-to-house inspection has been made during the year by the Medical
cer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector. With the increase of the sanitary staff it is
osed to keep registers of each ward in the town with the results of inspection of every house.
s will form a valuable book of reference of the actual sanitary condition of the whole town.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.—(1) Provision of adequate water supply ; (2) alterations in
hod of scavenging and provision of refuse and dust bins ; Provision of public Abattoirs and
led meat inspection; (4) Storm Water Sewering of South Ward and improvements in the
ers of parts of Drove Road and Cricklade Road.

TROWBRIDGE.

MepicAL Oericer oF HEarra—R. T. RICHARDSON, M.R.C.S.

Area, 1945 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... II7JI7.
Population (Estimated 1goo)  12560.
Population (Census, 1gor) ... 11526.
Bivth-rate Wit it .. 186 per 1000 Pop.
Deatlh-rate S o S R i -
Zymotic Death-rate .. e ‘39 o
Phthisis Death-rale .. e | DEBE »
Infantile Mortality .. .. 106°8 .y DIrifs.

The Birth-rate is lower than last year, and much below the average. The Death-rate is
b lower than last year, 444 per cent. of the total deaths being amongst persons of over 65
re. ‘The Infantile Death-rate also shows an improvement.

The Water Supply was constant and fairly satisfactory during the year. At the latter end
December the supply was contaminated by surface water in consequence of floods at the
ks.

Works for the treatment of sewage have not yet been commenced, though there has been
siderable discussion on the subject during the year.

In July the Medical Officer of Health drew the Council’s attention to the unsatisfactory
dition of several of the road gullies. The nuisance caused by bad smells arising from
se, in the summer especially, is very objectionable. This should be remedied, and a modern

substituted. A great deal of this nuisance is caused by the fact that the road gullies in
ral parts of the town are the only means of disposal of the domestic sewage of the adjoining
sE.
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., Slaughter-houses, bake-houses, and common lodging-houses are regularly inspected,
mvariably found kept ip satisfactory condition.

The District is Tegularly inspected by the Medical Officer accompanied by the Inspecto
Nuisances once a quarter, with the result of a great deal of useful sanitary worl being done,

The cases of Infections Disease notified in the District durin g the year numbered 40, a
included 17 Secarlet Fever, (16 in 1899), 15 of Erysipelas, (18 in 1899), 6 of Diphtheria, {4 in 189
and 2 of Enteric Fever, (4 in 1899). Six out of the 17 cases of Scarlet Fever were removed
the Fever Hospital, € sanitary arrangements of the houses where 6 cases of Diphthe

occurred were unsatisfactory. The Medical Officer of Health believed that one case was infect
from the road gully outsjde the house.

The Medical Officer of Health suggests the advisability of Phthisis being added to t
list of notifiable diseases,

Gratuitous disinfection of rooms previously occupied by phthisical persons should
offered, and leaflets bearing on the subject should be distributed.

Sixteen new houses were built during the vear.

WARMINSTER.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HeALTH--F. J. FLOWER, M.R.C.S.

Area, 6085 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 5563.

Population ( w  IQOI) .., s&47,
Birth-rate i & <+ 235 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate | . s e 14w - =
Zymotic Death-rate . ex o DB -
Lhihisis Death-rate . S

¥§

" ﬂ;:;'fﬁs.

The Birth-rate shows an increase on that of last year. but
the last decade. The highest annual rate during this period has been 327, and the lowest 22
er 1000, The Death-rate is an improvement on that of last year, and much below the avera
or the last decade. The highest Death-rate during this period has been 2009 per 1000, and th
lowest 139 per 1000, The average annual Death-rate for the decade is 181 per 1000,

“The Sewerage of the town is now completed, and we ende
away with all cesspits, and insist on connection with the sewer, Some tenants prefer convertin
their closets into earth closets, which with proper attention, are excellent things, but as there ;
no system ot scavenging for the same, constant supervision is required, or they get horribl
neglected.”

The Water Supply of the town has been satisfactory as to qual
analysis of the Clinical Research Association certifies the wate
being unusally free from organic impurities and very soft.”

Infantile Mortality .. .. 980

is much below the average o

avour as much as possible to d

ity and quantity, and the
r to be ““of excellent quality,

“The need of better cottage accommodation was fully reportec
report, and a Committee was formed to consider the matter, but I belje
arrived at. Four cases of overcrowding were reported, and one cott
and one other has been put in Proper repair on our complaint.”

Bake-houses, sIaughter—hc:-usc;a, and da_irjes have been regularly inspected, and oreat
attention has been paid to the sanitary condition of the latter. A quantity of meat unfit for
consumption was seized and destroved by order of the magistrates,

1 on in mv last annual
ve no definite result was
age as unfit for habitation,
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The town has been regularly inspected by the Medical Officer of Health, and monthly
iports made as to the result of the inspection.

Four cases of Diphtheria and 16 cases of Scarlet Fever were notified. The Mission School
Warminster Common was closed for a few weeks in consequence of the outbreak of Scarlet
byver. Three cases of Diphtheria and 7 of Scarlet Fever were removed to the Isolation Hospital.
umps were epidemic in the town during the latter part of the year, and many adults were
Fected, The disease took a most unusual form in many of the cases.

WESTBURY (URBAN).

F Mupicar, OFrFicER oF HeEALTH—WALTER H. REID, M.R.C.S.
Area,——acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... ——
Population ( 4 19or) ... 3300.
Birth-rate e S .. 245 per 1000 Pop.
Preath-rate - o var 03 o s
Zymotic Death-rate .. e OEOGC ¥

Phthisis Death-rafe .. e 1l 1 5
Infantile Mortality .. .. 207-3 3 Births.

The Birth-rate is fairly satisfactory. The Death-rate is very high. It is very probable
hat there is an error in the estimation of the population upon which it is calculated. The
hfantile Mortality is very high, but no reason for it has been given by the Medical Officer of
ealth.

Ten cases of Infectious Diseases were notified, viz.: Erysipelas, 4; Scarlet Fever, 6; all
fere of a mild type, and none were fatal. The disinfection of rooms and clothing was carried
t under the instructions of the Medical Officer of Health.

“ Although there is a great dearth of houses for the working classes in the town, the
ledical Officer of Health had been obliged to condemn six cottages at Bourne’s Barton, and to
tcommend the Council to have them demolished. They are now vacated, and are totally unfit
br repairing, the walls being thoroughly damp and unhealthy. Several houses in Maristow
itreet and Fore Street are out of repair, and want painting and whitewashing, and they require
hore privy accommodation of an improved character. The vaults of privies should be more
tequently emptied, and the only way to ensure this being done would be for the Council to take
e matter into their own hands and do their own scavenging until a regular drainage scheme is
Hopted, even then house refuse and contents of ash pits would require to be frequently removed."

“The great want of the District is a good Water Supply, and an efficient scheme of
lewerage. The former, it is anticipated will shortly be provided by the new water works, which
ke now in course of construction. The latter has not up to the present time been considered as
scheme for the whole district, and as of necessity some time must elapse in the preparation of a
heme, I should recommend the Council taking the initiative in the matter without delay.”

“ Two sewers have been laid during the vear but they are not of much benefit, as the one
b Prospect Place does not deal with sewage, but is only a slop drain, and the one at the Union
kals only with a very small portion of the District.” *
The Medical Officer of Health wishes to draw the attention of his Council to the fact that
he Inspector of Nuisances is not supplied with registers for slaughter-houses, dairies, cowsheds,
ilkshops and bakeries, and recommends that they be supplied, asthen a proper system of
egistration could be carried out.
SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.—Cleansing of privies, earth closets, and general town scaveng-
hg should be done by a staff of men employed by the Council. A sewerage scheme is greatly
keeded, the streams being for the most part used as carriers of sewage and offal refuse to the
sk of the public health.

~ * There are no sewage disposal works.—C.M.O.
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WILTON (URBAN).

Mepicar, OFFICER OF Hearre—CHARLES R. STRATON, L.R.C.P.,, L.S.Sc., Durham.

Area, 1799 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 2120.
Population ( s -IQOI) ... 2303
Birth-rate .. i . 174 per 1000 Pop.
ﬂmf&-rﬂ!f " om " w v e E-H ¥ L]
Zymotic Death-rate .. S S »
hihisis Death-rate .. SO |5 ”
dnfantile Mortality .. SR L Births.

There is a considerable falling off in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate is remarkably low,
much the lowest in the County.

Forty cases of Infectious Diseases were notified, 31 of Diphtheria, 2 of Erysipelas, and 7 of
wcarlet Fever. The greater number of cases of Diphtheria were of a mild character. Epidemics
of Pneumonia, Measles, and Chicken-pox occurred during the year. Six houses were disinfected
and cleansed by the Inspector of Nuisances.

The Water Supply has been abundant, and on each oceasion when it has been examined it
was found to be of excellent quality. There are a few houses, situated bevond the reach of the
water mains, which are supplied by means of wells and tanks. In two of these a filtering tank
has been supplied, which is likely to prove of value. There are 495 houses supplied from the
water works.

The Drainage on the whole has worked well. Two slight interruptions occurred in North
Street, and one in the Market Place, all of which were easily and speedily cleared. Two new
inspection holes have been built where the sewer passes through Wilton Park. They are about
500 yards apart, and will be found of great service in keeping the channel clear.” Since the
ventilating shaft at the top of Ditchampton has been converted into a lamp, there have been no
complaints of smell, and the ventilation is much more perfect than it was before,

The Burial grounds, slaughter-houses and bakehouses have been regularly inspected, and
are in good order, whilst various Bye-laws relating to them are duly enforced.

A house-to-house inspection was made by the Medical Officer of Health and the Inspector
of Nuisances, and portions nt: the District were also mspected by the County Medical Officer,
when Diphtheria was epidemic.

The Scavenging has been well carried out, and since the refuse has been collected on
two days instead of one every week, the whole is cleared away by 10 a.m.

““ A Bye-law, such as existed formerly, forbidding the removal of manure after 9 a.m, seems
to be much wanted.”

The Sanitary improvement most required at present is the provision of proper ﬂu.‘%hing

apparatus to the water closets of certain old parts of the town. In many of these no proper
cistern has yet been supplied, and the flushing is irregularly and deficiently done.
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PART V.

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL REPORTS.

RURAL DISTRICTS.

AMESBURY.

MeDICAL OFFICER oF HEALTH—CHARLES EDDOWES, M.R.C.5.

Area, 61002 acres. Population (Census, 18g91) ... 6878.
Population ( = 1go1) ... 8266.
Birth-rate e s v 2355 per 1000 Pop.
Deatle-rale T o .. 180 s 0
Zymotic Death-rate . . . 1-45 = -
Phihisis Deall-rate .. ) 5

12

. Births.

The Birth-rate is lower than for 1899. The Death-rate shows a considerable increase, but
when the deaths from non-residents are deducted it brings the rate down to 16:7. Of course

these figures are based upon an estimated population of 6878. Probably when the census figures
are available the population will be found to be either under or over estimated.

Infantile Mortality .. .. 1666

From the principal Zymotic Diseases, six deaths were attributed, viz.: 4 from Diphtheria,
Whooping-cough, 1; and from Measles, 1.

WarTER SuppLy.—The water supply to 20 cottages in the parish of Bulford is still very
defective, the inmates having to obtain their water for domestic purposes from the river. These
complaints have been repeatedly brought before the notice of the Authorities, but as far as can
be learned, nothing has yet been done to remedy this evil.

During the year 20 samples of water were analysed, and all were good and fit for domestic
use, and generally speaking, the Water Supply throughout the Union, which is entirely supplied
by wells, 1s plentiful and good. 2

A few samples of beer were analysed, but the Medical Officer of Health failed to obtain
any trace of Arsenic.

The streams and water-courses are all in fairly good order.

Twenty-nine cases of Infectious Diseases were notified during the vear. Twenty-one of
these occurred in the Amesbury District, 1 in the Orcheston District, and 4 in the Winterbourne
District. ‘The cases of Diphtheria occurred in the Parish of Bulford and Winterbourne. In the
former the disease was due to the insanitary condition of the National School privies; and the
cases at Winterbourne were generally in cottages that were old, damp, and with indifferent
sanitary surroundings. Of the cases of Enteric Fever, one occurred in the Parish of Bulford,
and was undoubtedly due to defective surroundings. The other case, occurring at Newton Toney,
was imported direct from Fareham, in Hants. In each case appropriate measures were taken,
and the Fever did not spread beyond the first incidence. The cases of Scarlet Fever occurred
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at Figheldean, Woodford, and Durrin gton, and were of a mild type. Inall the cases the cottages
were lime-washed and disinfected by the Inspector of Nuisances, and every precaution taken to
prevent further spread of the Disease.

There were 5 deaths from Phthisis, which gives a rate of *7 per 1000, 5 from Cancer, 13
from Bronchitis, 18 from Pneumonia, 12 {rom Heart Disease, and from all other causes 47.

During the year, in company with the Inspector of Nuisances, the Medical Officer of
Health visited each village in the Union, and inspected the slaughter-houses, bakehouses, and
dairies, all of which were in a satisfactory condition. He also inspected 150 cottages, 4 of which
were unfit for habitation, and over-crowded. In the last few years there has been great improve-
ment in cottage property, more room provided, and the sanitary arrangements much improved,
but there are yet cottages notably, in the Parish of Amesbury, which are in the same dilapidated
and insanitary condition as they were when reported to the Council in 1899,

There are no Bye-laws in force in the Amesbury Rural District.
There is no Isolation Hospital accommodation.

BRADFORD-ON-AVON.

MEepICAL OFFICER oF HEALTH—W. J. ADYE, M.R.C.S.. L.S.A.

Area, 16608 acres. Population (Census, 18g91) ... 5304.
Population ( ,, IgoI) ... 507I.
Birth-rate .. 8 co 2100 per 1000 Pop,
Death-rate .. o P 1T ,, M
Zymotic Death-rate . . i, lEE =
fhthisis Death-rate .. B i
Infantile Mortality .. i AT 2 Birihs.

The Birth-rate shows a decrease. There is a considerable decrease in the Death-rate.

Warer SuppLy.—Holt and Broughton are chiefly supplied by private waterworks. The
water is of fair quality. The last of these two villages draws its water from wells, which in
some instances are situated a great deal too close to privies. At Holt the well water is un-
doubtedly polluted. Atworth in winter has a partial supply ; this also comes from a private
spring on Mr. Fuller's property, but the main supply is from wells. South Wraxhall, Westwood,
and Wingfield, are all supplied from wells—supply being very limited and not very good.
Winsley and Limpley Stoke have the High Level Company's water from Bath, but some house-
holders in both villages still use their wells. Monkton Farleigh has a partial supply, with three
public taps in the village street. The Medical Officer of Health is led to believe that a full and
constant supply of water could be obtained if one spring was tapped and a reservoir made.

SEWERAGE.—Sewerage and drainage are absent, a privy with cess-pit being the usual
accommodation for cottages as a rule, with the result that no one cleans the cess-pit, and illness
results. The Medical Officer of Health would like to see (a) every cottage with a privy to itself:
(#) a law by which the out-going tenant had to clean it out before the new tenant came in;
() in cases where a landlord nn}}r suppheq one privy to two or more cottages, a law com pelling
him to clean it out at least once in every six months,

The Medical Officer of Health suggests that the various Parish Councils should arrange
for some person or persons to empty the buckets of earth closets once or twice a week as the
present arrangement is very unsatisfactory, many of the occupiers having only a small piece of
garden ground. He also advises that more attention should be paid to the construction of cess-
pits, aslhe is of opinion that a good deal of the illness of the District is due to the pollution of
the wells.

Housgk REFUsg,fThere-is no method for its removal. It the soil of a garden is heavy, it
is dug in ; and where it is not wanted for that purpose it is put in a heap and left serhaps for
months, till some one carts it away, meantime it poisons the air around with its hnn-ghiﬂ smell.

—ir



61

In July the Medical Officer of Health made a house-to-house inspection in Holt on
count of the prevalence of Diphtheria, 45 cases being notified from that village. As a result
his inspection he arrived at the following conclusions: that the disease was caused by (@) the
wnt of efficient drainage; (4) polluted wells; (¢) atmospheric influences; (&) that a great
imber of cases were due to the mildness of the symptoms in many instances, so that no
edical attendance was had, and the children allowed to run about among their fellows, and
 caused its spread.

The Schools at Holt were closed for about a month. A drainage scheme is awaiting the
sproval of the Local Government Board, which will do away with the open drains and foul
.55-pits in the village. The water supply of the village has also been improved.
~ HousING OF THE WORKING Crasses.—The Medical Officer of Health gives no inform-
ion upon this subject.

The District appears to have been well inspected by the new Medical Officer of Health
ho only took up office on 9th July, 1900.

Dairies, cowsheds, bake-houses and offensive trades appear to have been well looked after.
Dairies and Cowsheds Orders have been adopted and are enforced.

SANITARY REOUIREMENTS.—(1) Holt drainage : The scheme which is under consideration
ught to be pushed forward. (2) Water supply is urgently needed in Wraxhall, Monkton
farleigh, Wingfield, Westwood and Atworth. (3) Building Bye-laws for new houses and
eneral Bye-laws dealing with nuisances appear to be necessary.

CALNE.

MEDICAL OFFICER oF HEArTH—D. CAMPBELL, M.D.

Area, 27279 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 5004.
Population ( ,, 190I) ... 4615.
Birth-rate P s .. 22:0 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate .. o L 5 s
Zymotic Death-rate . . DO ,,
Phihisis Deatl-rate .. oan L oDipEs R %
Infantile Mortality .. oee D .. Births.

There isa considerable reduction in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate also shows a
light decrease. Of the 56 deaths that occurred in the District during the year, 82 exceeded the
he age of 65 years. Of these 8 were between the age of 65 and 70, 13 between 70 and 80 years,
) between 80 and 90 vears, and 2 between 90 and 100 years.

WaTER SUPPLY.—The Medical Officer of Health makes no mention of this subject.
SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.—The Medical Officer of Health makes no mention on this
eubject.

ExXCREMENT DIsrosaL.—No mention of this subject.

No Bye-laws appear to be in force.

Dairies and cowsheds regulations have been adopted and are enforced, 111 dairies and
rowsheds being registered.

Eleven cases of Infectious Diseases were notified, viz.: Diphtheria (treated at home) 4,
Erysipelas (treated at home) 6, Scarlet Fever (2 treated at home and 4 removed to the hospital).
Scarlet Fever was contracted by the children attending the Public Schools in the Calne
Urban District. All recovered.

Accompanied by the Inspector of Nuisances the Medical Officer of Health visited the
whole District and many nuisances were abated.
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Bake-houses were inspected, and found clean and tidy.
The Inspector of Nuisances regularly and systematically visited the dairies and cowshed
and reports that all are kept in a satisfactory state.

HOUSING OF THE WorkiNG Crasses.—The Medical Officer of Health gives no inform
ation upon this subject. :

CHIPPENHAM.

MEbpicar, OrricEr orF HeALTH—W. F. BRISCOE, M.D.

Area, 56453 acres, Population (Census, 18g1) 5 ... 16246.

Population (County Rate Basis, 18g1) .o 17050,
Population (Census, 1gor) ... 1788s5.

Birth-rate i ", vo 202 per 1000 Pop.

Death-rate .. 2 .. 1646 - 5

Lymotic Death-rate . . is. o AREEOES =

Phthisis Deatlh-rate . . S 1] =

Infantiie Mortality .. o 948 = Birihs.

The Birth-rate remains practicall y stationary. The Death-rate shows a slight decrease.

WATER SupPLY.—Unaided, the water supply of the District would be bad, and in some
places deficient in quantity. Much has, however, been done to improve these defects. The
Chippenham Urban District have extended their mains all round the town to supply their rural
neighbours. The Corsham Water Company not only supplies Corsham and Lacock ; it has now
extended its mains and supplies Gastard and its District. Christian Malford is supplied from
the private supply of Sir Henry Meux. Box also has a good public supply, but in some instances
the occupiers have to go some distance to feteh the water, and the Rural District Council is
considering a scheme whereby certain outlving portions of Box can be better supplied, and the
same scheme may bring the water within a more convenient distance of these houses, the
occupiers of which have to fetch water from the public supply at the fountain. At Kington St.
Michael a spring in a field on the property of Sir A. D. Neeld, is now available for public use in
case public wells run short.

SEWERAGE.—Corsham is the only part of the District that has a complete and scientific
drainage system. The Woodlands scheme is not completed, the disposal works not having been
erected. It is to he hoped that t‘h-:: sewerage from the workhouse will be taken into this sewerage
system, and that water closets will re-place the existing dry earth closets there.

An improvement is also contemplated in the sewerage system at Lacock. ** At Colerne, a
village with great natural aids to drainage, various works have from time to time been carried
out. The system there, although it answers, cannot be called perfect.”

The Medical Officer of Health considers that the other portions of the District are hardly
large enough, or the want urgent enough, to require a regular sewerage svstem.

HousiNG oF THE WORKING Crassrs.—The houses in the most remote villages are not of
so good a class, nevertheless some good cottages now re-place old dilapidated ones in the village
of Kington St. Michael. In Sutton Benger and neighbourhood Earl Cowley has built some very
good houses. The supply of houses in the Rural District is equal to, if it does not exceed, the
demand. A large number of houses have been erected in Box, Corsham, Chippenham Without,
and Hardenhuish. These new Tlnu!:jes are well built, the plans having been submitted to the
Building Committee of the Rural District Couneil.

Ninety-five cases of Infectious Diseases were notified, viz.: 18 Diphtheria, 32 Erysipelas,
33 Scarlet Fever, 9 Enteric Fever, and 3 Puerperal Fever.
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~ The new Isolation Hospital was opened during the year, and is thoroughly equipped for
pviding the best forms of treatment, There is accommodation for 20 beds. A certificated nurse
provided. A disinfecting apparatus has also heen provided, and an ambulance carriage. The
nefits of the hospital are open to all classes of the community residing within the area of the
inbined Urban and Rural Districts of Chippenham.

Of the cases of Enteric Fever 6 were due to the pollution of the drinking water at Ashley,
x. One case was caused by an overflow from the river forcing sewerage into the well used for
inkiag purposes. One case was imported into the District from Weston-super-Mare. One
Le was a returned soldier from South Africa, who was ill upon arrival.

CRICKLADE & WOOTTON BASSETT.

MeDpIcAL OrFrickr oF HeaLtH—F. G. WRIDE, L.R.C.P.

Area, 44691 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 11835.
Population ( 5 19oI) ... II357-
Birth-rate i o .. 242 per 1000 Pop.
;)f'ﬂ!fﬁ"rfxff . n .= W w 15.2 i EE
Zymotic Death-rate .. SR | T 1 e
Phthisis Death-rale 1-18 .

Infantile-Mortality o oo 608 Births.

The Birth-rate is lower than that of the previous year, being 24-2 as against 27:03 for the
bar 1899, The Death-rate is also lower than that of the previous year, being 152 as against
[ (3.

WarTer SuppLy.—Part of Purton is now supplied with pure water, and the provision of a
pply for Cricklade is under consideration. Matters in the country Districts still continue much
e same, the people being dependent on water derived from doubtful sources, some obtainiuﬁ
eir only supply from wayside ditches. Twelve houses were during the year connected wit

e water mains.

SEWERAGE.—The street sewer in Wootton Bassett was a rain the cause of much complaint,
=

e stench at times being described as intolerable, and was much aggravated in the summer.
revious report,

1¢ Medical Officer of Health suggested what he considered the remedy 1n a cF
{z.: That the ground ventilators be all blocked up, and that they be re-placed by ventilating
afts running up the sides of houses to a level above the highest windows.

Rivers PorLuTion.—Two cases were reported during the vear of pollution of streams,
e first by the liquid manure of a cattle vard at Thornhill, and from which stream some of the
habitants drew water, tor washing purposes only, however; the drinking water being obtained
m a pond in a field in the vicinity. The second was that of the mill stream at Hunt Hill
is stream receives the effluent of the Sewerage Farm 1} miles higher up its source. The
llution arose from the sewage of some 12 cottages just above the mill. Two samples of water
ere taken for analysis above this source of pollution, and found to be fairly pure.

HousING OF THE WORKING CLAssEs.—Many cotlages are in a state of great dilapidation
d are uninhabited, and will in a short time probably be in ruins, not being worth the expense
repair. A few new cottages have heen built, and these are readily taken.

Bake-houses and slaughter-houses have been inspected by the Sanitary Inspector, and the

edical Officer of Health has received no complaints.
Ninety-four cases of Measles were reported. The Disease was of a mild t:;jae, no death
ing reported as due to this cause. Two Schools were closed owing to the prevalence of this

isease for a period of three weeks each. *

* No notice of the closure was sent to the County Couneil.

fy————
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ExTERIC FEVER.—Three cases were reported in one house, one case proving fatal.
two other cases Wre removed to the Isolation Hospital and made an uninterrupted recov
The drinking wat@r (well) was analysed and found unfit for drinking purposes, the well be
polluted by the colitents of a stable drain running into it from a flaw in the drain. A fresh
15 being sunk at s@me distance from the stables. :
With a totaBof 106 cases of notifiable Infectious Diseases reported during the year, one
death only occurfed, that being the one from Enteric Fevér, The Medical Officer of Health
thinks the Councifmay congratulate itself on this record, also on the small number of _cases :
Scarlet Fever andfTyphoid Fever, of the latter more especially, as the rural population were
often terribly short of water. . >
Satisfactorylarrangements have been made with the Swindon Isolation Hospital for the
reception of case8 of Small-pox should that Disease be unfortunately introduced into this
District. .
SANITARY
importance; (2)

REQUIREMENTS.—(1) A good water supply available for all is of the first
mproved drainage; (3) Better house accommodation.

DEVIZES.

63048 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 13318.
Population (Estimated 18g9) 12548.

- Population ( o Igol) .. I13070.
1 Bivth-rate i s .. 258 per 1000 Pop.
- Death-rate = £ .. 2074 “h o
i Lymotic Death-rate .. .. 0.48 - £
U | hihisis Deall-rate .. L = =
43 Infantile Mortality .. .. 668 w  Dirths.

There is a slight imIpmvemeut in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate 15 greater than that for
the previous yeafy but allowing a reduction in the population for the Asylum inmates, an
amended Death-rate of 15'5 is arrived at. The Medical Officer of Health estimates the total
population at 12368, or nearly 1000 less than the Census return for 1821. Had he calculated his
Death rate upon the Census return of 1891, the net Death-rate would have been 138,

WaTeER SupPLY.—Varied, chiefly from wells; in some villages from public springs, and
portion of the Parish of Roundway is supplied by the Devizes Waterworks. A few isolated '
portions of the Distriet drink water from brooks or streams, notably at Cuckoo’s Green, Potterne,
and lower part of Great Cheverell. There have been no extensions or changes in the water
supply in 1900. The two portions of the District referred to are supplied by brook water and
have not a satisfactory supply. No certificates have been applied for under section 6 of the
Public Health (Water) Act, 1878, but the new houses built have all had a water supply. No
action has been taken under section 3 of the Public Health (Water) Act, 1878, by the Rural
District Council ddring the vear.

SEWERAGE.—No work of special interest has been carried out during the vear with the
exception of the Breachfield Drainage Scheme; but smaller drainage improvements have heen
carried out in Pofterne, Wedhampton, Easterton, West Lavington, Poulshot, Roundway, and

Market Lavington.
The Septic Tank at the Barracks has been in work throughout the wvear, and the Medical
Officer of Health has received no complaints as to the pollution of the canal.

The Breachfield Drainage Scheme received the sanction of the Local Government Board,
and a loan of £2500 was raised. The works are gradually approaching completion, and will be

in working order during the coming summer.
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g - HousING OF THE WORKING CrLAssks.—Iileven new houses have been built; also nineteen
- other buildings, which come under the new Bye-laws: and four houses have been closed as
being unfit for habitation. Overcrowding to a small extent exists in certain villages, but there
is less than formerly. In a few places there is insufficient garden space for purpose of
dealing with closet contents.

~ Bake-houses and slaughter-houses have been inspected, and generally found clean.
Thirteen bake-houses have received notice from the Sanitary Inspector to lime-wash.

DariEs AND CowsHEDS.—The Bye-laws came into force at the beginning of the year, and
the Inspector reports that 127 are registered. The lime-washing of the cowsheds has been
carried out thfoughout the District.

There were 35 cases of Infectious Diseases notified, butall were of a mild type. A solitary
case of Enteric Fever was imported.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.—(1) Improved house accommodation in certain parts of the
District, and more houses; (2) An Isolation Hospital and proper Disinfecting Chamber, both of
which will shortly be provided.

HIGHWORTH.

MEepIcaL Orricer or Hearra--F. E. STREETEN, M.R.C.S.,, D.P.H. i

Area, 49658 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... I4500.
Population (Estimated, 18gg9) 15600.
Population (Census, 1g0o1) ... 14270.
Birth-rate 3 i .. 278 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate =5 o S [ i o
Zymotic Death-rate .. R 1 TR -
Phihisis Dath-rate .. SR - 2
Infantile Mortalily .. . 102 . Births.

There is a slight falling off in the Birth-rate, and there has been a marked reduction in
the Death-rate.

Warer SupprLy.—The Medical Officer of Health gives a detailed statement of the
condition and character of the water supply of each parish in his District.

SEWERAGE.—No very complete system of sewerage and sewage disposal exists in most of
the villages. The following villages and towns have systems of sewers and disposal more or less
complete :—

Castle Haton.— Half of the village is now sewered, and the remainder will shortly be
completed. There is no system of disposal.

Hannington.—In the main part of this village sewers have been laid with outfall works on
the system of broad irrigation.

Highworth.— Well drained over most of its area, and most houses have heen connected with
the sewers which are of modern construction. Two outfalls exist, one at Eastrop and one at
Westrop, where sewage is treated by Broad Irrigation. The land used is insufficient and
unsuitable, having a tendency to become easily * sewage sick.” Last summer a nuisance was
ereated from this cause until after hay time, when more land was allowed to be used for irrigation
by a neighbouring farmer. Some inexpensive bacterial filters might be with advantage
constructed here.

Rodbourne.—In the *Telford” District a system of sewers and sewage disposal works
exists. Neither the sewers nor disposal works are satisfactory, and many nuisances have arisen.
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Moredon, in Rodbourne Parish, is partly drained, and has outfall works where sewage
is treated by irrigation.
Stratton St. Margaret has some sewers which were no doubt originally laid as storm water
drains. They are defective, and not fit for the sanitary requirements of a growing and populous
lace. The sewage is taken to three outfalls at present, and at one of them only, it is treated by
irrigation, The scheme for the sewerage of this village is now before the Local Government
Board. The scheme which had its inception in the year 1896, is apparently as far off commence-
ment as ever. 1t appears to be now delayed because of the possibility and ,117rnlmhilit}= of the
Parish of Stratton St. Margaret being included in the Borough of Swindon. The whole scheme
has been amended and is now complete with its disposal works, being brought there by
gravitation.
Stanton is well drained, and has its sewage brought to one outfall for treatment by
irrigation.
Wroughton is perhaps the best sewered village in the Union District. An outbreak of
Typhoid Fever some years ago was the means of causing action to be taken both with respect to
roper drainage and a pure water supply. It is unfortunate that some provision was not made
in the first instance for the disposal ulFJ storm water which at times quite floods the sewers.

The remaining parishes of the District have no proper system of water-borne sewage. In
some no drains other than ditches exist, and in others there are storm water drains of more or
less primitive description, which also receive *‘slop water” and in some instances excreta also.
The ** pail” system is in use in most villages, and the usual difficulties occur in disposing of
“gpil” when it has been deposited.

The Medical Officer of Health sugeests the adoption of Bye-laws for dealing with the
systematic emptying of pail closets.

The duty of removing all house refuse at present devolves on the occupiers of houses,
there being no public scavenging in the District. The nuisance from accumulations of house
refuse in the vicinity of dwellings is often acute, and it is not possible with the present powers
to deal systematically with it. There are certain populous parts of the District where scavenging
would be particularly beneficial, and householders would be glad to be relieved of a necessary
and unpleasant duty. The coming year will probably see some steps taken in regard to this
important matter.

Slaughter-houses and bake-houses are regularly inspected and lime-washed at stated
intervals.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MiLksHops.—Regulations have been adopted, and are enforced.
All have been regularly inspected during the year. The register is now complete, and gives
accurate information as to lighting, ventilation, cleaning, drainage, and water supply of all
cowsheds and byres. The cubic space allowed for each animal is also caleulated and recorded.
A properly constructed cowshed is easily kept clean, but some of those in use in the District are
old and inconvenient, and consequently are not kept in such a sanitary condition as is desirable.
On the whole there is no doubt but that more care and attention is now given to the state of
dairy farm premises generally, and improvement can certainly be recorded during the year.

Workshops and Factories, of which there are three in the District, are under inspection.

The only offensive trade which is carried on is the manufacture of bone and blood manure
in connection with a horse slaughtering business. But during the year no complaints have been
received, and the business is now carried on with the minimum of offence to those who have to
live in the vicinity.

InspEcTIONS OF DisTRIcT.—The District appears to be well inspected by the Medical
Officer of Health and the Sanitary Inspector. During the vear the Medical Officer of Health
has commenced to keep a re ist-._ar of each Parish in the Union, and particulars as to ownership,
occupation, description and situation of premises, number of rooms and inmates, closet
accommodation, drainage, water supply, and other particulars are recorded in the registers.
These registers will form an invaluable book of reference. The Sanitary Inspector has given
the Medical Officer of Health great assistance in this matter, and a very large amount of work
has devolved on him in consequence.

Progress has been made with respect to the adoption of Bye-laws for the whole District,
some have already received the sanction and approval of the Local Government Board, and it is
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now only a question of a short time which must elapse before the adoption of the whole. They
will give considerably increased powers to the Local Authority, with respect to nuisances,
disposal of refuse, control ot slaughter-houses, and regulations as to new streets and buildings.

It is satisfactory to note that out of a total of 60 cases of Zymotic Diseases notified, 34, or
over 40 per cent. were removed for treatment to the Isolation Hospital.

The incidence of Scarlet Fever during the vear has been less, and that of Diphtheria
increased, outbreaks of Diphtheria at the Union Workhouse and at Bishopstone being the
apparent cause of this excess. The inhabitants of Highworth Rural District do not appear so
readily to avail themselves of the privileges of the Isolation Hospital as do the people in the
Borough area, but the hospital is advancing in popularity every year, and is doing good work.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.—(1) Provision of public water supplies in certain populous
areas, whose supply is at present derived from shallow surface wells; (2) Sewerage works,
including disposal for Parish of Stratton St. Margaret.

MALMESBURY.
MEepicAL, OFFicErR OF HEaALTH—CHARLES W. PITT, M.R.C.S.
Area, 57442 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 10203.
Population ( - 19go1) ... @812,
Birth-rate 4 o .o 22°3 per 1000 Pop.
Decath-rate G - wa LT 3 i
Lymolic Death-rate .. 4 1-7 i i
Phithisis Death-rate .. o 068 r
Infantile Mortality .. e BED L Births.

There has been a decrease in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate shows an increase. There
is a further reduction in the Infantile Mortality.

WaTter SuppLv.—There have been no extensions during the year. Sherston is still
inadequately supplied, but a scheme is now before the Local Government Board for the
provision of a water supply for this village. Section 6 of the Public Health (Water) Act, 1878,
1s not enforced in all cases in the District. No action has been taken under section 3 of the
same Act during the year.

SEWERAGE AND ExCREMENT DISroSAL.—No reference to this subject made by the
Medical Officer of Health in his annual report.

There are no Bye-laws adopted or enforced in this District.

Darries aAnp CowsHiEDS.—The Medical Officer of Health says that no regulations have
been adopted.

HousinG oF THE WorkING Crasses.—The Medical Officer of Health makes no reference
to this important subject in his annual report.

Twenty cases of Infectious Diseases were notified, viz.:—3 of Enteric Fever; 3 of
Erysipelas ; and 13 of Scarlet Fever. 2

Although the Isolation Hospital is available, no case appears to have been moved from
the Rural District. But the Medical Officer of Health says one case of Scarlet Fever from the
Urban District was removed to the Hospital, and was useful in preventing any further spread of
the disease.

There were several cases of Measles at Brinkworth, and two deaths occurred there. The
schools were closed from March 13th to April 23rd. There were also two deaths fl‘pm Measles at
Minety, one death at Somerford Magna, and one death at Crudwell. The Medical Officer of
Health thinks that the public ought to know that Measles is a more dangerous disease than is
generally thought to be, on account of its disposition to attack the lungs. There was also an
outbreak of Measles at Broad Somerford, and the schools were closed from February 24th to
March 24th.
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MARLBOROUGH.

MEprcar Orricer oF Hearrn—C. JAMES, M.R.C.5.

Area, 41677 acres. Population, (Census, 1891) ... 5494.
Population, (Estimated, 18g99) 5487
Population, (Census, 190I) ... 5412.

Birth-rate o AL .. 24°6 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate = " PR - | = 5
Zymotic Death-rate .. TR 1 S i
Phithisis Death-rale .. R R 2
Infantile Mortality .. .. B89 o Births.

The Birth-rate is practically identical to that of last year. There is a slight increase in
the Death-rate. Of the 83 deaths 37 occurred in people over 65 years of age.

Twenty-nine cases of Infectious Disease were notified. Of this number, 9 were Diphtheria,
4 Erysipelas, and 16 Scarlet Fever. 14 of these were removed to the Isolation Hospital, and
more would have been if that institution had not been full owing to the presence of cases from
the Borough. There was one death at Broad Hinton from Diphtheria, and this was the only
fatal case from Infectious Disease in the whole District.

In all cases of removal of patients to the Hospital, disinfection was properly carried out
at the houses, and bedding, &c., treated in the steam apparatus.

In connection with the Isolation Hospital the Medical Officer of Health is glad to know
that an arrangement has at last been made with the Borough Authorities, and that a combined
Hospital will be erected providing the same amount of accommodation as at present exists.

WATER SupPLY.—The Medical Officer of Health reports that the Water Supply is
generally satisfactory. Some isolated cottages have to depend om rain water, but the majority
are supplied with wells. A case reported upon last year o insufficient supply at Broad Hinton,
where the Medical Officer of Health advised the sinking of a well, the owners considered it
impracticable, and have instead, made another tank, which meets the case fairly well. At
Clatford he found some people dependent on rain water standing in open tubs. There was a
well. but it was in a very foul condition, and the Medical Officer of Health feared that it cannot
be cleansed until next autumn. The Broad Hinton Parish Council have communicated with the
Medical Officer of Health asking for his co-operation in the consideration of the whole water
supply, and he proposed to report to the Rural District Council at a future date.

SEWERAGE.—The drains are nearly all open ones. The only portion of the District in
which any other system prevails is in the parish of Preshute, which the Medical Officer of Health
believes will shortly be incorporated with the Borough of Marlborough.

The removal and disposal of house refuse is done by the occupiers, and compares very
favourably with the method adopted in adjacent towns.

Hovsing oF WorRgING Crasess.—The house accommodation for the labourer is quite
sufficient, seeing that there are several empty houses, but the condition of them is in some
instances far from satisfactory. Many are very old, dranghty, and inconvenient. 4 new houses
have been erected during the year. 1 house has been condemned as unfit for habitation. 345
cottages appear to have been inspected during the year. The number of nuisances reported has
been small and not serious in character, but they have been inspected and abated.
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MELKSHAM.

MEpicAL OrricEr oF Hearra—Dr. INGRAM KEIR, F.R.C.S., Edin.

Area, 13867 acres. Population, (Census, 1891) ... 4775.
Population, (Estimated, 18gg)... 4460.
Population, (Census, 1g01) . 4430.
Birth-rate .. i .. 23'B per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate i s | Y i
E;y;rm!fr Death-rate .. vo DEOO P
Phithisis Death-rate .. wine o ERHT i
Iufantile Mortality .. e 285 - il

There is a slight improvement in the Birth-rate. There is a decided decrease in the
Death-rate.

WATER SuppLy.—There was again a very serious dearth of water at Seend Cleeve, and
New Buildings, Seend, in August, September, October, and November. The Council carted
water round to the inhabitants during that period, but it is obviously most desirable to put an
end to this serious state of affairs, so detrimental to the public health, by extending the Water
Company’s main to this district. Section 3 of the Public Health (Water) Act, 1878, renders it
obligatory on every Sanitary Authority to see that every occupied dwelling house within their
District has within a reasonable distance an available supply of wholesome water sufficient for
the consumption and use for domestic purposes of the inmates of the house. The Filter-bed at
Whaddon which was reported upon as being contaminated, has been satisfactorily renewed. A
new well has also been sunk giving a good supply of excellent water.

SEWERAGE AND REFUSE REMOVAL.—100 vards of new sewers were made at Hilperton, which
is one of the worst drained parts of the District. The Shurnhold Brook, which became a serious
nuisance during the warm weather, was cleaned out, but the only way to abate the nuisance is to
to forbid the discharge of sewage into the brook. *“Many nuisances were caused by piggeries, but
the law on the subject is so weak that it is only when they become injurious to health that they
can be effectually dealt with. It is very desirable that increased powers over them should be
procured.” No systematic scavenging is carried out by the Council, although this might with
great advantage be done in Melksham Without, Seend, and Hilperton.

HousING oF THE WORKING CrLassEs.—Eleven new houses have been built, and a number
of improvements made in cottages in various parts of the District. No action was taken during
the year under *“ The Housing of the Working Classes Act.” There is still a scareity of cottages
for the labouring poor, but the demand is not sufficiently great to warrant Part III of the
Housing Act being put in force, In the monthly report for February, 1900, the Medical Officer
of Health drew attention to the flooding of houses in Semington Lane through inadequate
drainage. This serious condition still continues to the great danger of the health of the inmates,
and he trusts the Council will give the subject its careful consideration.

Darries ANp CowsHEDS.—It is gratifying to notice a general improvement in the dqiries
of the Districts. Greater cleanliness is maintained, and better flooring and drainage are provided.
55 premises were registered during the year, and in 12 instances registration was delayed until

structural defects were remedied. The new Bye-laws have been carefully carried out.
BAKEHOUSES, SLAUGHTERHOUSES, AND WoRKsHOPS.—These were inspected quarterly,
and found in a satisfactory condition.

The elementary schools were, on inspection, found to be kept in good sanitary condition.
In one instance there was overcrowding, but this is being remedied by enlargement,
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MERE.

MEDICAL O¥ricER oF HrartH—B. POPE BARTLETT, M.R.C.S.

Area, 31003 acres. Population (Census, 18g1) ... 5762.
Population (Estimated, 1899) 5357.
Population (Census, 1901) ... 52I0.
Birth-rate s s .. 224 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate o - O T -
Zymotic Death-vate .. S L ”
Phitlisis Death-rate .. L 056

Infantile Mortality .. .. 338 ,  Births.

There has been a reduction in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate is practically identical with
that of last year.

WATER SuPPLY.—In only one part of the District is a system of water works laid down,
and that is in the village of Maiden Bradley, where excellent water is obtained from a spring
about a mile from the village, and pumped to a reservoir whence it is distributed all over the
village. With the exception of a small portion of Stourton, and part of East Knoyle Parish, all
the rest of the District obtains its water from springs rising from the surface or from wells of
various depths. The waters obtained from the springs and deep wells are usually very pure,
where means are taken to prevent contamination by surface leakage. The waters obtained from
the shallow wells as at East Knoyle, and from the river, as in some cases at Mere, are either
impure or liable at times to become contaminated, and are quite unfit for domestic use. In the
case of East Knoyle, the Council have been endeavouring during the past vear to obtain a new
supply of water for the village, and have caused an experimental boring to be made, the value of
which is being considered. The town of Mere is largely dependent for its water supply
upon shallow wells, the state of affairs, although better in many respects than it was formerly,
cannot be regarded as satisfactory. Considering the number of people living in the town, and
close aggregation of a number of buildings, shallow wells, which are very liable to contam-
ination are not a satisfactory source of supply. Besides the necessity of a general supply of
water of undoubted purity for domestic purposes, more water than is at present available is
required to flush those portions of the sewers situated in the higher parts of the town,
especially during the dry months of summer when the rain-fall is low.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.—Owing to the scattered nature of the houses in the District,
only in a limited portion is a system of sewerage possible. In enly two places are a syvstem of
any size, viz. ; at Maiden Bradley, where a main sewer laid through the village is used to carry
off the surface water and sewage from a few houses, and in the town of Mere, where a system of
sewerage and drainage is laid down. The Medical Officer of Health considers the late epidemic
of Diphtheria at Mere to be closely connected with the sewerage system. He attributes the
epidemic largely to two causes:—(1) the defective state of house drains, and the insanitary
maunner in which they are connected with the main sewers; (2) the want of a sufficient supply of
water to flush some portions of the main sewer. The opening up of several of the
drains in houses where Diphtheria have occurred, clearly shows in what a careless manner the
house drains had been laid, and the total absence of any attempt to prevent the escape of sewer
gas from the sewers into the dwellings and their surroundings by a proper method of dis-
connection and ventilation. At the British Schools, of which 13 scholars and teachers suffered
from Diphtheria, the drains were discovered to be constructed of unsuitable pipes, laid with little
or no fall, and on account of that and an insufficiency of water used in flushing, the drain was
absolutely blocked with solid sewage. Much has been done during the past vear to correct this
state of things in the town of Mere, but much remains to be done. Twenty-one house drains
have been laid or re-laid, and 18 cleansed, trapped and ventilated.

ExcrEmeNT DI1SPOSAL.—In the town of Mere where there is a system of sewerage, the
water closet is the most frequent method of disposal of excrement. There is, lmwex:::r', no
general water supply, the closets as a rule being flushed with water carried by hand, a method
not always satisfactory. In the villages, cess-pits are the rule, and these are often found in a
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most insanitary state, the pits being badly situated, defective in construction, and sometimes
overflowing. Thirty-eight of these have been repaired, including those used in the National
Schools at Kilmington and Maiden Bradley, and 23 converted into pail closets. Inall cases where
possible it has been recommended to convert the cess-pits into pail closets, and many of the latter
are now in use.

Housing oF THE WoORKING Crasses.—Owing to the decrease of population due to
emigration, the number of houses in the District has been more than sufficient to accommodate
the population, with the result that only the better constructed houses have as a rule been
inhabited, many of the more dilapidated having been allowed to fall to pieces. The houses of
the working classes, especially in villages where they are owned by the large landlords, are
generally in a very good state of repair, and are surrounded by suitable wash-houses and good
gardens. During the year two cottages have been closed as unfit for habitation, and two cleaned
and lime-washed; two new houses have also been erected. The Rural District Council at
present exercises no supervision over the erection of new houses, but it is believed that it
contemplates adopting Bve-laws for the purpose.

No Bye-laws of any sort exist in the District, and no regulations under the D_airies and
Cowsheds Orders have been adopted. In consequence there has been no systematic inspection
of these buildings.

The District appears to have been well inspected during the year by the Medical Officer of
Health and the Inspector of Nuisances, and a number of nuisances have been dealt with.

Forty-three cases of Infectious Diseases were reported under the Notification Act. Of
these, 38 were cases of Diphtheria, 36 of which occurred in Mere and Zeals, and one each in
Kilmington and Maiden Bradley. There was a severe epidemic of Measles throughout Zeals,
Stourton, Mere, and West Knoyle at the commencement of the year, necessitating the closing
of the elementary schools in these parishes for a combined period of twelve weeks. There is no
Isolation Hospital in the District, the patients being isolated as far as possible in their own
homes.

PEWSEY.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH—CHARLES H. LAWRENCE, L.R.C.P.

Area, 72403 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... II7I3.
Population ( ,  Igor) ... II20Q.
Birth-rate i i .. 245 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate .. 4t S I » ”
Zymolic Death-rate .. Gise o A TBE -
Phithisis Death-rate .. e UEBB. s
Infantile Mortality .. oo BAET Births.

The Birth-rate is identical to that of last year. There is an increase in the Death-rate.
There were 12 deaths in the Union workhouse, 11 of these occurring in persons over 60 years of
age.

The Medical Officer of Health says there is generally a good supply of water throughout
the Union, which is almost entirely supplied by wells. He says nothing of the purity of the
water, and no action appears to have been taken under section 3 of the Public Health (Water)
Act, 1878.

Five cases of Enteric Fever were notified at Eastsands, Burbage. Examination of the
premises revealed the fact that the drainage was very defective. The one well which supplies all
these cottages with water is close to the drain; and on analysis, the water was found to be
polluted.
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SEWERAGE.—Ludgershall has no system of drainage whatever. The water supgiy is
insufficient in some places, and the wells badly protected and cared for. Drains at Alton Priors,
Wilsford, and Wootten Rivers have been cleaned out and attended to. The main drain at Rushall
has been re-laid. No single village in the Pewsey District appears to have a proper system of
sewerage. Sixteen new privies were built during the year.

HoUSING OF THE WORKING Crasses.—The cottage accommodation remains much the
same, except in the villages owned by the War Office, Enford and Netheravon, in which
considerable improvements have been made, much to the comfort of the inhabitants. The
cottages at Ludgershall are very old and dilapidated, and scarcely fit for habitation. Ten new
cottages have been erected in the District during the year.

The bake-houses and slaughter-houses have been inspected and found satisfactory.
The numerous dairies have been regularly inspected, and are well kept.

RAMSBURY.

Mgpicar, OFrFicEr oF Hearra—W. T. J. WOODFORDE, M.D.

Area, 50000 acres. Population (Census, 18qr) ... 7388.
Population (Estimated, 18g9) 6743.
Population (Census, 1901) ... 7093.
Birth-rate .-e . co 279 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate o o .. 195 . =
Zymaotic Death-rate .. . 186 5
fthists Dealh-rate .. S o =
Infantile Mortality .. .. B45 ., Births.

There is a slight reduction in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate is verv much higher than
last vear. It should, however, be noted that 70 deaths, or nearly 54 per cent. of the whole, were
of persons above 65 years of age, while there were only 12 deaths from infants less than a twelve-
month old.

There were in all 9 deaths from Zymotic diseases, viz., Diphtheria 4, Diarrheea 4, Whooping
Cough 1.

WATER SvpPLY.—Nine cases of deficient or impure water supply were dealt with, and
fifteen wells were cleaned out.

SEWERAGE.—The District being so largely traversed by streams, and the scattered
character of the villages rendering systems of sewerage inapplicable to their requirements, the
due supervision of disposal of slop drainage entails much watchfulness and trouble on the part
of the Inspector of Nuisances in order to meet the requirements of the Thames Conservancy,
who, however, are fairly satisfied with what is done to prevent the streams from being fouled,
except at Great Bedwyn, where it was found that slop drains from a good many houses Lad heen
connected with the surface water street drains, and in one instance a W.C. had been so connected.
The discharge to the main stream occurred at three points. A Committee met the representative
of the landowner on the ground and to avoid burdening the village with a heavy expense with a
sewerage scheme to meet the requirements of the Local Government Board, he consented to
carry out some small works which it is hoped will meet the case. At Chilton a discharge of
sewage of the same character was found from several cottages. The representatives of the
owners in these cases arranged to cut off the respective drain connections. ‘This has now been
done at Chilton, and in part at Bedwyn, but at the last-named place there has been delay in
carrying out the work, which was not completed at the close of the year.

Hovsing oF THE WORKING CraAssks.—A large proportion of the cottages in this District
are old, and many of them have the structural sanitary deficiencies of their date of erection.
Special inspections have been made with reference to them in various localities, and particularly
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in Ramsbury, where several blocks of worn-out and decayed tenements were reported to the
Council. 4 were closed as unfit for occupation, 11 which were dilapidated have been put into
repair, and 9 were cleansed.

All the registered Cowsheds, 41 in number, have been visited, and with one exception—
where a nuisance, since abated, was found—their condition was satisfactory.

Two of the 21 Bakehouses inspected required cleansing, but otherwise the regulations as
to whitewashing, &c., were found to be complied with, as was also the case with the slaughter-
houses.

Twenty-six notifications of infectious disease were received during the year, viz., Scarlet
Fever 7, Diphtheria 2, Membranous Croup 6, Enteric Fever 1, Erysipelas 10,

SALISBURY.,

Mepicar OrrIcEr ofF Hearra—C. G. B. KEMPE, M.D.

Area, 55427 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 12804.
Population (Census, 1goIr) ... 12860.
Birth-1ate .. ot .o 20 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate i o o 143 % e
Zymotic Death-rate . . s AEB - 13
Plihisis Death-rate .. s 0B » "
Infantile Mortality .. e B9H o  DBirths.

The Birth-rate is lower than last year, and below the average for the past ten years. The
Death-rate is very considerably reduced, and is well below the average for the past ten years.

There were 11 deaths from Zymotic disease.

WaTer SvuppLv.—Parts of Milford Without and Laverstock are supplied by the Milford
Water Works Co., and Fisherton Anger Without by the Fisherton and Bemerton Water Works
Co. The rest of the District obtains its water for all purposes from wells, springs, rain-water
tanks and, in a few instances, from ponds. The majority of the wells are shallow, varying in
depth from six to twelve or fourteen feet, but, as a rule, in this District these seem to give a
sufficient and wholesome supply. During the year 7 wells were cleaned and repaired, and one
has been closed on account uF sollution. Section 6 of the Public Health (Water) Act, 1878, has
been rigidly enforced. Certificates as to water supply have been granted for 32 new dwellings.
The supply was derived in 16 from the Milford Water Works Co,, in 11 from wells, and in 5 from
rain-water tanks. In two cases the certificate was withheld until the Council was satisfied that
the supply was efficient.

SEwERAGE.—There is no system of sewerage in the District. In most parts of the District
sewage is disposed of in cesspits, which are periodically cleaned out, and the contenls spread
over the land. Complaints arise from neglected and overflowing cesspits, which, as a rule, are
promptly put right upon notice being drawn to the nuisance. The Milford Sewage Disposal
Scheme is still under consideration. This parish and that of Fisherton Anger Without are the
two which require some provision in this respect.

During the first half of the year a sausage skin factory was established in Fisherton Anger
Without, and in July complaints were received of the nuisance caused by it. Notices were
served to abate the nuisance. Complaints were again received in December, and the place is
still under supervision, and improvements in dealing with refuse are contemplated.

The District appears to be regularly and systematically inspected by the Medical Officer
of Health and Sanitary Inspector.

_ The house accommodation of the District is, as a rule, good, and what change there is,
is for the better. The surroundings of the cottages are clean, and generally speaking, there is a
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sufficiency of open space about them. During the year two houses have been closed as unfit for
habitation, and one case of overcrowding dealt with. Thirty-two new houses have been erected.

All Slaughterhouses and Bakehouses have been regularly inspected.

Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops, to the number of 94, have been regularly inspected by
the Sanitary Inspector., The regulations made by the Council under the Contagious Diseases
(Animals) Act, 1886, and the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 1885, are duly enforced.

During the year 4 schools were closed on account of Infectious Disease, 3 on account of
Measles, and 1 on aceount of Diphtheria.
The need for some efficient means of isolating patients suffering from Infectious Disease

is ever present. The Medical Officer of Health says prompt isolation early in the course of such
an epidemic would do more to check its spread than any other means.

Useful cards and handbills giving directions for preventing the spread of infection of
Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Typhoid Fever, &c., have been distributed during the year.

SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.—Isolation accommodation for Infectious Diseases; Bye-laws
dealing with Scavenging and the Housing of the Working Classes.

TISBURY.

MEgpicar OrFrFicEr or HEartn—J. A. ENSOR, M.R.C.S.

Area, 41916 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 8596.
Population | & IGOT) ... J714.
Birth-rate .. s oo 2005 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate -5 B .o 144 i &
Zymotic Death-vale .. oe OB L, iy
hithists Death-rate .. - 1-1 3 o
Infantile Moriality .. i o e Births.

The Birth-rate is practically the same as last vear. The Death-rate shows a slight
increase, and is slightly above the average for the past 10 years. In the decade from 1890-1899,
the number of deaths from Phthisis in the District was 62, an average of just over 6 per annum,
and it is scarcely satisfactory that in the year under review nearly twice that number should have
died from what must now be regarded as a preveniable and infectious disease.

WATER SuppLY.—Some progress has been made with the proposed water supply of the
District. The engineer has been instructed to prepare the preliminary plans for the supply by
gravitation, and negotiations are being carried on with the owners of property, for the right of
taking pipes through their land. During the year 8 cottages at Donhead St. Mary have been
adequately supplied with water from a neighbouring spring. At Ansty, the water supply in some
instances leaves much to be desired. One group of cottages and a small farm obtain their water
from a spring some distance away. The supply is abundant, but the water is very liable to
contamination from cattle grazing in the field in which the spring opens. The contamination of
this spring could be obviated by railing it off, and a convenient supply obtained for the adjoining
farm and cottages by means of pipes. Action has been taken during the year against the owner
of two cottages at Donhead, under section 6, Public Health (Water) Acts, 1878, and a conviction
obtained. On the Fonthill Abbey Estate the water supply has been re-organized. The pipes
have been taken np, cleaned. and re-laid, and new filtering beds provided, polarite being used as
the filtering agent. '

SEWERAGE.—The system of sewerage at Tisbury appears to be satisfactory, but it is
probable that as fresh connections with the main sewer are made, and consequently the volume
of sewage increases, the present method of filtration will have to be modified and adapted to
further treatment by precipitation, before the effluent is allowed to pass into the river. Need for
improvement on present arrangements exists at Charlton, where the slops from a group of about
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20 cottages are thrown into the roadway, constituting a nuisance. The provision of a drain with
properly tapped connections for each cottage would remedy this long-standing defect. In most
parts of the District the chief receptacles of excreted matter are the old fashioned and
most. undesirable midden pits. It is to be regretted that so many of these out-of-date and
unwholesome structures are still in existence, when their conversion to the more modern and
cleanly form of earth or ash closet could be so easily effected, and at so little cost. These privy
I:it:’-i are cleaned out at too infrequent and irregular intervals, so that their festering contents
ecome a source of danger to those using them.

HouvsiNGg oF THE WoORKING CrAsses.—The house accommodation of the District is good,
but the readiness with which any new cottages built are occupied, suggests that in some instances
improvement in existing houses is called for. Six new houses have been erected during the
yvear, and two have been closed as unfit for habitation. Supervision over the erection of new
houses is exercised, and in one instance the owner of two new cottages at Donhead was
prosecuted for failing to provide a proper supply of water to his new premises.

Regulations for dairies, cowsheds, and milkshops were adopted during the year, and came
into force on Mayv 1st. As a result, 135 cowsheds, &c. have been registered. The ultimate effect
of these regulations must be to re-act very beneficially on the general health, as well as on the
particular industry. The table of work done by the Sanitary Inspector shows that 114 contra-
ventions of the regulations have been dealt with. This appears an excessive number compared
with the registrations, but it cannot be expected that all necessary improvements can be made at
once. Under the Order one prosecution was instituted, and a conviction obtained, an order being

made that the cowshed in question was to be put into a condition more compatible with
cleanliness.

Slaughter-houses, bake-houses, and factories have been regularly inspected, and the
various regulations in connection with them have been observed.

WARMINSTER.

Mepicar, OfFfricER oF Hearte—F. J. FLOWER, M.R.C.S.

Area, 51624 acres. Population (Census, 1891) ... 7470.
Population (Estimated 1899  7400.
Population (Census), rgor ... 6324.

Birth-rate e o .. 165 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate n o S 11| B »
Zymotic Death-rate .. .. 040

LR L

Phlthisis Death-rate .. st 067 ,, =
fufantile Mortality .. .. 1200 . Births.

The Birth-rate shows a considerable reduction, and is much the lowest of any of the Rural
Districts. The Death-rate shows a slight decrease, but is now well above the average.

Warer SvppLy.—The Medical Officer of Health has received no complaints of
insufficiency of water during the year. The well at a dairy farm was found to be much polluted,
and was closed, and a proper water supply laid on from the parish of Horningsham.

SEWERAGE Di1sposAL.—The Medical Officer of Health says the sewage disposal in the
District is that common in most Rural Districts, but he does not describe it.

Two houses were reported as being unfit for habitation, and have been repaired.

Bake-houses and slaughter-houses have been regularly inspected, and the provisions of
the Dairies and Cowsheds Orders have been complied with.

One case of Anthrax in a dairy was reported.



76

The results of the inspection of the different villages by the Medical Officer of Health are
summarised as follows :—

Imber.—The cottage accommodation is ample and of fair quality for an agricultural
village, but at the entrance to the village there are a few antiquated and unsatisfactory cottages.

Chitterne.—A large number of cottages in this village are badly constructed and of very
inferior quality, particularly those on the north side of Bidden Lane and at Townsend, but in
the latter locality some of the worst cottages are uninhabited.

Stockton.—The general condition of the cottages and their surroundings is satisfactory.

Codford.—The surface drainage in some parts of the village is unsatisfactory, but the
village generally 18 clean and healthy.

Sherrington, Boyton, and Corton.—These villages lie very low, and in winter are damp and
unhealthy ; some of the cottages are very ancient, low roofed, and cramped, but some of the
worst of these in the first-named parish have been improved.

Sutton Va:ny.-—There are a large number of uninhabited houses in this village, consequent
on the decrease in the number of inhabitants.

Upton Lovell.—The cottages are mostly of modern construction, but the closing of the
factory there has caused a number to be vacated.

Knook.—This is a small village, and a few of the cottages near the river are old and out
of repair.

Heytesbury.— This village has an excellent water supply which now extends its mains to
Norton Bavant. The cottage accommodation is excellent with few exceptions.

The Deverills and Crockerton.—The water supply in some parts is unsatisfactory. Shallow
wells abound, which in wet or rpugh weather, become very foul and turbid, and unfit for use. A
water supply for these villages is badly needed.

Corsley.—A great many cottages are vacant in this village, and of late years numbers have
been pulled down, an-gl a few admirable cottages have been built, and others that were out of
repair have been put in order.

Horningsham.—This and the preceding village are the two most difficult to inspect in the
whole District, as the cottages are very widely scattered. This village has an am ple water supply,
and the cottages are clean and nicely kept.

WESTBURY & WHORWELLSDOWN.

Mebpicar OrFricER oF HEarLTH—WALTER H. REID, M.R.C.S.

Area, 30843 acres. Population (Census, 18g1; ... 10166,
Population (Estimated, 18gg) 10651.
Population (Census, 1go1) ... 6404.
Birth-rate - - .. 22:8 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate .. - ok B2 o G
Zymotic Deatl-rate .. S T 9
hihisis Death-rate .. o 6B, "
Infantile Mortality .. .. 115:3 i Birtks.

There is a marked reduction in the Birth-rate. The Death-rate is also lower than last
year.

Warkr SuppLy.—The Sanitary Inspector has reported on the waterworks, which are
progressing satisfactorily. The Medical Officer of Health regrets that the scheme could not
ha; embraced Steeple Ashton and West Ashton, which are both inadequately supplied with
good water.
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SEWERAGE.—There does not appear to be any system of sewage disposal in the District.
Several drains in the District have been improved. The Medical Officer of Health suggests a
svstematic manner of cleaning the open ditches through North Bradley and Keevil, not leaving
it to the tenants, through whose property they run, but under the supervision of one individual
who would see the whole length of ditch cleared.

HousinG oF THE WORKING CrasseEs.—A few cases of overcrowding at Heywood were
reported, but great difficulties arise in dealing with these cases as there are no available houses
for evicted tenants. Several houses now occupied are scarcely fit for habitation, being badly
built originally, and neglected ever since. In cases of serious illness it is quite the exception to
find a house with a practical fireplace upstairs.

The Burial Ground in an insanitary condition at Southwick was reported. The report was
forwarded to the Home Office, and an official inquiry was instituted, and the Home Office was
satisfied that there were ample grounds for the course which had been taken.

The Medical Officer of Health made several visits with the Sanitary Inspector to the
different parts of the District, and on the whole they are fairly satisfactory.

The School at Chapmanslade was closed in January on account of an outbreak of Scarlet
Fever, on the Coulston side of the village.

WILTON.

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH—CHARLES R. STRATON, F.R.C.S., Edin.

Area, 52305 acres. Population (Census, 1891) .. 7774
Population (Estimated 189q)  8352.
Population (Census, 1gor) .. 7467.
Birth-rate ik i oo 21°8 per 1000 Pop.
Death-rate i 1 .. 154 i i3
Zymotic Death-rate .. S RIS S i
Phihisis Death-vate .. R 1 =
Infantile Mortality .. .. 1010,  Bivks

The Birth-rate remains practically stationary. The Death-rate shows an inerease, and is
much above the average for the past 10 years.

WaTER SuppLy.—The public water supplies at Fovant, Quidhampton, and Bemerton have
been satisfactory this vear. A wish has again been expressed that the Upper Fovant supply
should be carried down to Lower Fovant. This would be a desirable extension, but a costly and
difficult one to carry out. There are many sites in Lower Fovant where good and potable water
could be obtained at a lower cost than bringing down the Upper Fovant main would entail.
During the year 30 samples of water from wells and tanks were examined. In 6 of these the
water was not good, and the wells were ordered to be cleansed and repaired. There are 182
houses in the District supplied with water from service pipes, the others use wells and tanks.

The streams and watercourses are in good order. They are mostly let to fishing clubs,
and are well looked after. In no part of the District is river water allowed to be used as a
domestic supply.

SEWERAGE.—During the vear two drains were ordered to be re-laid, and 8 to be cleaned and

trapped, or ventilated. Three dilapidated privies were ordered to be repaired, and 17 to be
cleansed.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLasses.—Eleven houses were made fit for habitation, and 6
that were no longer habitable were closed. Fifty-four houses were cleansed and lime-washed.
Four cases of overcrowding occurred, and were abated.
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Twenty-seven workshops and bake-houses were inspected, and three were ordered to be
lime-washed.

Seventy-three dairies and cowsheds were inspected, and the Bye-laws with regard to them
are observed.

Fifty-seven cases of Infectious Diseases were notified during the year. Of these, 17 were
cases of Diphtheria, 15 of Erysipelas, and 25 of Scarlet Fever. Eleven houses were disinfected
and cleansed by the Inspector of Nuisances. In the early months of the year Influenza was
prevalent over the whole District, and 20 deaths were attributed to Influenza and Broncho-
pneumonia. No case of Enteric Fever occurred during the year.

The sanitary arrangements in the male and female sick wards of the workhouse have not
been very satisfactory of late, and it is desirable that water closets should be better isolated from
the wards, and better flushed.

Measles was widely epidemic, and it was necessary to close the Bishopstone School.

TETBURY (WILTSHIRE PORTION).

MEeDpICAL OrFFicErR oF Hearta—]. BOND, M.D.

Area, 3271 acres. Population (Census, 18g1) ... 430.
Population (Estimated, 1899) 403.
Population (Census, 1gor) ... 358.
Birvth-rate .. s .. 22:3 per 1000 Pop.
Dieath-rate o - ol [ | i i
E)ym.:.-.ff': Deatl-rate .. ]| R o
Phthisis Death-vate .. Liss = ofyERgie e

Infantile Mortality .. .. 143.01 . fff;:!ﬂs.

Parishes of Ashley and Long Newton with a population of 338,
There were 9 births and 5 deaths.
There were no deaths from any of the Zymotic Diseases.

Of the 5 deaths, 1 was caused from Phthisis, 1 Bronchitis, and 1 Heart Disease. Two of the
5 deaths occurred in persons over the age of 65 years.

No Bye-laws are in force.

Excrement removal is undertaken by the tenants, and no scavenging is undertaken by the
Authority, and the present arrangement may be considered satisfactory.

_ No regulations for dairies and cowsheds are adopted, but three are registered, and are
inspected by the Inspector of Nuisances.

No overcrowding of persons in houses. No action has been taken under the Housing of
the Working Classes Act, 1890. No houses were closed as unfit for habitation.

No houses have been built in either parish to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of
Health for many years.

House-to-house inspection is carried on from time to time when necessary.










