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Bank Chambers,
Wallgate,
Wigan,
October, 1940,

To the Chairman and Members of the Wigan
Rural District Couneil.,

(GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you the Annual Report, on behalf
of Dr. Boyd who has been acting Medical Officer since Dr, Ormsby
has been with H.M. Forees, and I wish to thank you on his behalf
for your kindly interest taken in all matters affecting the health

and sanitation of the distriet.

I also take this opportunity of thanking Mr.J. Holding and

his staff for their valuable assistance during the year.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

J. G. HAILWOOD, M.D., M.R.C.8,, D.P.H,



Wigan Rural District Council
STATISTICS

Population—Census 1921......c..cceenvennennne.
Population—Census 1931..............c.eee.

-------------------

-------------------

Population—Estimated 1939 .......ccccovreriiiiniiiniiinnnnnn,

Population—Estimated 1938 .................

...................

Koveags of VOWRERIDA. i isaerservensavesnasaasiosasvmeinivesre

Density of Population per acre ...........
Number of Inhabited Houses ...............

Rateable Value of Distriet

Sum represented by a Penny Rate ........

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

Births and Deaths :—

Male.

Live Births—Legitimate ......... 49
i Illegitimate ...... 1
Notal H0

Danthe e 47

Deaths from Puerperal causes :

-------------------

llllllllllllllllll

Female. Total

63 107
— 1
58 108
45 92

Puerperal SBepsis...........ccu. Favtedon s hi s auha

other Puerperal Causes .....

...................

Birth Rate per 1,000 of Estimated Resident Population
Death Rate per 1,000 of Estimated Resident Population

Degths from Canesr. .. vovrisvesinnsrseirsis
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ..............
Deaths from Whooping Cough .............,
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age)

5

+++++++++++++++++++

------------ Fessana

LA R R R N (ERER

iiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Nil.

13.6
11.6

Nil.
Nil.
Nil.



BirTas.—The number of Births during 1939 was 108, compared
with 125 during 1938.

The Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population was
13.6, compared with 17.3 for 1938, and 15.1 for the whole of England
and Wales,

The mean of 5 years, 1933-1937, was... 15.0

Year FL s R (5
bt PR 13.6
Decrease in 1939 unﬁyearﬁ‘averﬁge,lgﬂ-lﬁe‘i? N T |
Decrease on previous year............ e N e Ly
The number of Births in Laﬂh annah!p 18 : —
IR O, o o i o s s s ia A S F R 52
WrghEInEon .oy ik ia e s nha e 31
Parbold

5
RO 0 v e e e T s e Y T
HAIED e i s i e p e 10
Weatthington' .. i s iy 3

108
Deatas.—92 Deaths, 47 males and 45 females, occurred during

1939, compared with 90 in 1938,

The Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident pop-
ulation was 11.6.

This figure however has to be multiplied by a comparability factor
of 1.06 so that the adjusted death rate for 1939 is 12.3 per 1,000.
The death rate for England and Wales was 11.6.

The mean of b years 1933-1937 was .....ociiviciiininnnnenes 12,5

Xear—ROO SR EARIE | 7
T 1939 T L T T :ll-iﬁ
Decrease in 1938 on 5 years’ average 1933-1937  ......ccovvnvnvnne 0.9
Depragse:in 1030 0b TI88 . scaviasnn G asinvrae 0.8
The causes of Death were :—-
L T R B e 29
A 8
PRI oy uskant bnsdsnss o sinassnns onbdis vs vie dvas 4
Cerebral Haemorrhage ...........c.cvneinininininnnns 8
Other Circulatory Diseases ................. e 6
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Bronchitis

------------------------------------------------

5
Tuberculosis of Respiratory System............... 3
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis ........... 1
LT ) ) e R N L
1527 i e R R G R S e |
THpeatinge [NBRRREE . iiiiss e inatiie sins hnsonsranest O
FOerperaliaiisens 0y ilE i i e, | O
T AT U A e W el S T8 S PR ARE S S g S 1

5

Other Defined Causes

---------------------------------

The number of deaths in each Township was as follows :
Shevington ........covvvvvvennnee. 44
Wrighlamgton il a2
550 0| RN S |
Hedgh 5o tvianiisise e B
111 73 s bt e i S e e ST i
Worthingbon .......ccc.oceeninieey 2

92

CancER.—9 deaths occurred from Cancer in 1939, compared with
9 in 1938, 7 in 1937.

The death rate per 1,000 of the estimated population was 1.13
compared with 1.24 in 1938,

. The mean of 5 years, 1933-1937, Was ....ccceivvnernresensnse 1.42
Decrease in 1939, on b years’ average, 1933-1937, was ... 0.29
Decrease ,, o ProVIOUS Yeal WS ..c..evssresssnsBeornses 0.11

InraNTILE DEATHS.—6 Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age
oceurred, in 1939, 8 males and 3 females compared with 10 during 1938,

The Death Rate of Infants under one year per 1,000 Live Births

was ..... = ; T
The rate for En 1&.11[1 A Waloa Wal st 53
The mean ﬂfﬁyears 1933-1937 was . ek e e R e
For year 1938 ............. S e R e e e L 80
Rorwesr s IR0 e R SR S b e e b6
An increase in 1939 on b years’ a'wrage 1932-1936............... 13
T anpease (0N TPENIOTE FBIT: -« cs s wvrin suasa nssmonish s s asas i 24



Scarlet Fever.
Pneumonia.
Diphtheria.
Erysipelas.
Enterie Fever

Puerperal P}'I‘E‘xia

Chicken Pox

1937

6

23

:_,CJ.:-:-MII'

193

16
23
20
4
0
0
12

8

InreECcTIOUS FEVERS.— 75 cases of Infectious Fevers were notified
compared with 35 cases in 1936.

1939
12
16

T E =]

During 1938 (from September) Chicken Pox was made a

notifiable disease.

12 cases occurred.

From November, 1939, Measles and Whooping Cough were made

notifiable, but no cases occurred.

Distribution over the several parishes was as follows -

Wrightington.

Scarlet Fever
DIpHIBBIIE " iiiiiiiowiismsusnananine
PHeumonn. -5t =
Puerperal Pyrexia..................

Dalton.

B I OIA e s o s s raiin e s

Parbold.

Shevington.
Pneumonia

Scarlet Fever..........ccoenunn
Diphtheria ..........
T g1 L R R R

Chicken P{:-x‘... R o e

Worthington.

EOATIHIORIR ot o T neath L onaly
T T

Haigh.

PROUIOIIR o cersinsransssssssssssases

........................

3 cases,
2 L

6 3

1

e

1 case.

6 cases.
ol
B

3 .,

1

ay

1 case.
1 X ]

2 cases,



TUBEI{_GULDSIE-.-&L deaths, 2 males 2 females, occurred from
Tuberculosis (Pulmonary) in 1939 compared with 2 deaths in 1938.

One death occurred from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis in 1939
compared with none in 1938,

7 new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis occurred in 1939 com-
pared with 3 cases for 1938.

4 new cases of Non-Pulmonary Tubercunlosis were notified
compared with 6 cases for 1938.

The death rate from Tuberculosis of the respiratory system
was -

The mean of b years, 1933-1937 .......cccocviiiniiivinncinncsinnnan 0.43
T e e 1
Increase on the previous year of ..........ccccireveiiiricnnninane 0.23

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water SuppLYy.—A good supply of water iz available in all
Parishes, though there are still isolated houses which have their own
private EUPP!IE‘:

The Parishes obtained supplies from the following sources :—

HATAR i i Blackrod U.D.C. } Upland
WORTHINGTON ...... Standish U.D.C, i Surface
SHEVINGTON .........Standish U.D.C, ’ Water.

DARTON: -iiiiiiviiin Wrightington ......... Deep Well Water,
PARBOLD - toiiiic Qv Bupply . :
WRIGHTINGTON .......0wn Supply ..ocevvennn. 5, 2 5

ClonvERsioNs.—During the year 2 privy closets were converted
to W.C.’s and 5 to pails. Movable ashbins were provided to 15
houses to replace ashpits.

The Council do not eontribute towards the cost of conversions.
and all the foregoing have been done in response to informal notices.
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Pusuic CLEansING.—Scavenging of the District is carried out by
direct labour, and the Council’'s own Motor Wagon, except in the
Parish of Dalton, which is done by means of a Motor Wagon under
Contract.

The Statistics for the last four years are as follows :—

1936 19357 1938 1939
No. of Bins Emptied ...... 54,884 ... b56,720 ... 54,940 ... 55,830

No. of Closet Pails Emptied 17,230 ... 17,112 .., 17,546 ... 17,750
No. of Ashpits Emptied 1,540 .... 1.386...0 1.29% ... L1280

No. of Cesspools Emptied RS S e L [ 30
Total Tonnage .........3,982 tons...4,012 tons...4,216 tons ...4,180 tons
Mileage ..................8,788 mls....9,200 mls....8,900 mls....9,000 mls_
Totnl Poat «smrsi £1.082 ... £1,049 ... £1163 .. £1,308

The method of disposal is by tipping into disused pits or hollow
land, and the larger tips are covered as frequently as possible with
earth and kept levelled.

HOUSING.

GeENERraL Housina ConrpiTions,—Building development, whilst
showing no signs of ceasing, has not been continued as rapidly as in
former years. Drainage is discharged into septic tanks, and the
effluent into the nearest watercourse, or in some instances in to the
Council’s sewer.

New Bumwpings.-—During 1939, 57 new dwelling houses were
- erected in the Rural District, all by private enterprise.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD,

Dairies anp CowsHEDS,—Lime washing is carried out twice

during the year or as often as may be necessary., The number
of Cowkeepers who are Accredited Producers is B,

MiLg SampriNg,—Samples are taken quarterly by the Sanitary
Inspector of all milk in the district supplied to School children.

No. of Dairy Farms in the District..c.......cocuoreecinrenrennne 84
Approximate Number of Cows .....cconvviniciiiiiniciininiinnns 700
No. of Cowkeepers (including Dairy Farms) ...........cc...... 138
Number on Register...... e e |
Number of Inspections d.urlng the WeRr i 200
Dairymen other than cowkeepers ..............eccsriarivrserienns 6
e T R T R B R R 6

Number of Samples of Milk under Tuberculosis Order ... 20

Results : Positive 1; Negative 19,

Mear InspEcTiONS.—There are three registered slaughter houses
two with shops attached and one other meat shop. Frequent inspections
are made and any unsound meat rejected.

J. G, HAILWOOD,

Medical Officer of Health.

G——=9
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