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Health Office, *
Wican.
August, 1952,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
County Borough of Wigan,

Mgr. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

I have the honour to submit to vou my annual report om the
health of the County Borough of Wigan for the year 1951.

As in my two previous reports, one section deals with the adminis-
tration of the Council’'s functions under the National Assistance Act,
1948, which 1s undertaken by the Health Department.

I't is with deep regret that I record the death on the 16th December
of Dr. H. Richmond, sometime Deputy Medical Officer of Health
of the Borough. Although since the ‘‘Appointed Day "’ he was called
upon to serve two masters, he alwavs realized the importance of the
preventive aspect of his work and his efforts will long be remembered
by the community which he so faithfully served.

The Registrar General’s estimate of population for the Borough,
calculated for mid-1951, was 84,170. The statistical section of the
report is based upon this figure and records the fact that the birth
rate at 15.79 is still continuing on the downward trend which com-
menced in 1948. In this respect it closely follows the trend for
Ingland and Wales as a whole. The crude death rate 14.54, is some-
what higher than in the previous year(12.57) and is higher than the
figure (13.4) which is given for the principal cities and large towns.
This is to some extent a reflexion of the influenza epidemic which
affected the population in the first few weeks of the year and which
appeared to spread from the Mersevside epidemic, which started in
the last week of 1950. A short note concerning the epidemic will be
found in the Section dealing with infectious diseases.

It is also probable that the epidemic is further reflected in the
infantile mortality rate which is given as 43.6. For some years this
rate has been following the national trend, although at a higher level.
In 1951, however, the expected decrease did not take place, but a
perusal of the infant deaths will reveal that three of them were ascribed
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to influenza, which is a very unusual cause of death in this age group.
Indeed our records show that only 7 such deaths occurred in the past
2() yvears.

FEven so the infantile mortality rate in Wigan is higher than in
most towns of comparable size and as I mentioned in a previous
report, the key to the problem is education of the parents. Unfortun-
ately we are seriously hampered in our work in this field by a
continued shortage of health wvisitors.

The maternal mortality rate at 0.73 per thousand live and still
births is extremely satisfactery and indicates the high standard of
ante-natal care and midwifery practised in the town. I mentioned
in my last report that a special service had been inaugurated to deal
with premature infants on the districts and during the vear no fewer
than 40 cases received the attention of the specially trained personnel.
The results are extremely gratifyving and compare very favourably
with the results obtained when premature babies are hospitalised.

During the year publicity has been given in the national press
to the occurrence of cases of retrolental fibroplasia, causing blindness
in premature babies, and in the Department special attention has
been given to this problem. Our records, however, show that since
1949, there have been no cases of this distressing condition in the
Borough, although in proportion to our population, we get rather
more than our share of premature infants. On casting round for a
possible explanation of our apparent good fortune, it has occurred
to my staff that it has never been their practice to use high con-
centrations of oxvgen in the resuscitation of premature infants, and
I note that some authorities have recently considered this as a possible
contributory cause. .

I am again able to report that during the past twelve months,
there has been no confirined case of diphtheria, A relatively mild
epidemic of measles, ‘widespread but involving some 1,059 cases
occurred mainly during the months of January and February. There
were no deaths.

The local authority services under the National Health Service
Acts are functioning smoothly and much progress has been made
during the vear to co-ordinate the wvarious services providing
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succour to the needy in their own homes. In order to facilitate the
work of the home nursing and home help services in the care of
invalids and others who are unable to prepare a hot meal or to have
one prepared for them, the Health Committee decided to inaugurate
a ““ Meals on Wheels '’ Service under their proposals for care and
after care. The resulting service is extremely useful and after a
recent review of the type of case receiving the daily meal, I am con-
vinced that a long-felt need is being filled.

The Mental Health Service has continued to do much to protect
the interests of both the patients and the community and a glance
at the relevant section reveals the volume of work which is being
performed. A new and welcome feature was the opening in March
of the psychiatric clinic at the Roval Albert Edward Infirmary.

Our plans for a new Occupation Centre are complete and with
the approval of the appropriate Ministry, building should commence
in 1952.

In the Welfare Services Section there has been much activity
preparing for the furnishing and opening of Douglas Bank Hostel,
and in the acquisition of a holiday hostel on the North Wales coast.
In addition the foundation stone of Norley Hostel was laid on the
7th November, and building is going rapidly ahead.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector has commented at length on the
work of his Department and a perusal of his report will reveal the
enormous amount of painstaking work which 1s done by the inspectors
to maintain and improve the environmental hygiene of the Borough.
In particular I would draw vour attention to the increasing number
of individually unfit houses which it is found necessary to report
to the Insanitarv Houses sub-committee. The most serious aspect
of this problem is that there is unavoidably considerable delay in
re-housing the tenants of these houses, the majority of which are
in a structurally dangerous condition. In the circumstances it
behoves us to take measures to conserve such houses as remain fit
for habitation, even though they may at times be adjacent to and
contiguons with houses to be dealt with as dangerous and insanitary
under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936. To this end we must
continue to make use of the Closing Order in respect of single
houses of the terrace type.
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I am indebted to those officers of other Corporation departments
who have supplied statistical material for inclusion in this report.

Finally, I wish to thank the Chairmen and Members of the
Health and Welfare Services Committee for the courtesy and kindness
with which they have considered the various suggestions and re-
conmendations made tc them, and the staff of the Department for

their loyal assistance throughout the vear in the common effort to
maintain the Public Health.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

J. HAWORTH HILDITCH,
Medical Officer of Health.



Section 1.

Natural and
Social Conditions
of the Area
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GENERAL.
Area in acres .. s GPOB2
Rateable value of the Borough e 460,103
Sum represented by a penny rate ... v £1,880

Registrar General’s estimated population on 1st July
1951 (on which figure statistics in this report are
based ) e 84,170

Number of inhabited houses on the 31st December,
1951 (according to the rate books).... e GEEB03

Number of marriages solemnised within the Borough
during 1951 726

A considerable portion of the Borough is used for agricultural
purposes. These areas are sparsely populated. The average number
of persons per acre varies in the fourteen wards within the Borough
from 5 to 105, the average being 16.6 The Borough of Wigan forms
a considerable part of the valley of the River Douglas., The river is
the boundary on the north side, continues its course to the centre of
the town and finally becomes the boundary at the west side. The
levels on which the river enters and leaves are respectively 150 and
6o feet. Water is taken from the river for feeding the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal which traverses the town. Due to the meagre drop
in level the river water flows slowly and the bed is self-cleaninz only
during the winter months. The waters are badly polluted before
thev enter the Borough and as a result of this and subsequent pollution
the river maintains little or no life—plant or animal. The maximum
elevations of the town are at the extreme north 254 feet and at the
south-west 260 feet. The lowest level is at the north-west boundary
which is 6¢ feet above sea level.

Geologically. the whole of the Borough rests on the lower coal
measures, or Gannister beds, which are here very superficial. This has
led to outcrop mining in several parts of the district. The subsoil is
mainly clay which in places has a depth of nearly 20 feet ; but there is
an important layer of sand covering a large part of the centre of the
town and extending northwards in the direction of Standish. This
sand is also found in * pockets '’ in other parts of the Borough., Much
of the western portion, bevond the Park, lies on a fairly extensive
gravel bed.

[

Extensive mining operations over several generations have
brought about subsidence in many parts of the Borough. In some
areas this has had a disastrous effect on property and is a
constant source of worry both as regards the condition of old sewers
and water mains and planning sites for new buildings.

The population is essentially an industrial one, the principal
industries being coal, iron, cotton, and the manufacture of clothing.
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BATHS.

The local authority possess only one Public Bathing establish-
ment, which is situate in Millgate. This accommodation is insufficient
for a town with a population of 84,170, especially when it is realised
that the great majority of dwellinghouses are not and cannot in the
forseeable future be provided with a private bath. The recent accent
ont physical education in schools, demands that urgent steps should
be taken to provide more commodious and more modern bathing
facilities when the economic situation of the nation permits.

The Baths Superintendent, Mr. J. H. Cockrell, has kindly supplied
the following figures and report :—

Number of bathers during the past five vears :—
Year ending 31st March :

1048 142,543
1940 165,620
1950 202,283
1951 175,177
1052 161,951

PARTICULARS OF THE BOROUGH BATHING ESTABLISHMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist MARCH, 1951.

Number of Plunge Baths ... 2
Number of Private Baths ... 16
Bathers.

Male Plunge Baths ... SRR
Male Private Baths ... ves - ISLOLF
Female Plunge Baths e 26373
Female Private Baths v 6,303
Mixed Bathing : Adults and Juniors ... 8,799

Contracts, Free Passes, Season Tickets, etc. 27,049

Total e I6I,051

The above figures show a decrease as compared with the pr{eviouﬁ
vear, probably due to the adverse weather conditions experienced

during the year.

Since the publication of my last report a new Chlorine and
Chemical Dosage plant has been installed and it is now possible to
maintain accurate sterilitv and clarity of water without running the
circulating pumps throughout the nights as hitherto. Tests are
taken three times a dav by the Baths Superintendent to determine the
residual Chlorine and Alkali content of the water.
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACES,

I'here are 16 parks and open spaces controlled by the local
authority, covering an area of 344 acres, also 26 acres of playing
fields and 31 allotments.

MisNEs PARK, situated in the centre of the town, has been in
the possession of the Corporation for over 60 years and is always a
great attraction to local inhabitants and visitors. Over 200,000
bedding plants are raised annually in the park. Recreation in the
form of tennis, bowls, putting and children’s playpark is provided.
Catering facilities are available throughout the year.

A1LExANDRA Parxk, half the size of Mesnes Park, is situated on
the south side of the borough ; here the bedding schemes consist
mainly of roses. Tennis courts, bowling greens, putting green and
children’s playvpark are also provided.

YREAT ACRE RECREATION GROUND, situated on one of the most
elevated parts of the town, provides facilities for bowls and tennis,
and ample space for unorganised games.

(OPEN SPACES, in the form of small parks and rest gardens are
situated in all parts of the town. Advantage has been taken in
recent vears of converting derelict areas, formerly occupied by con-
demned property, into rest gardens. This work is still proceeding
in an endeavour to brighten the appearance of the town and improve
the health and enjovment of the inhabitants.

Hawn HALn anxp Pranrarions, of 244 acres, acquired by the
Corporation in May, 1047, from the Earl of Crawford, contains many
fine horticultural features and is famous for its many rhododendron
species. The main drive from Wigan Lane to the Hall, a distance of
two miles, wanders through a fine expanse of natural woodland.
The public conservatory, which overlooks the lily pond and rest
garden, is open daily throughout the wvear. A transport system
operates during the greater part of the vear, commencing near the
Wigan Lane end and proceeding through the picturesque woodland
areas, a distance of one and a half miles to the Hall. Haigh Hall,
the former residence of the Earls of Crawford, is used for catering
and exhibitions of various kinds throughout the summer season.
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VITAL STATISTICS, 1950-1951.

1950.

Area (acres) —_

Population (Estimated by Registrar General) ... 84,050

iESHE S St T T R
Birth Rate per 1,000 population ... e OO
Ditto, for England and Wales 15.8
Ditto, 126 County Boroughs and great towns ... 17.6
Illegitimate births number 34, or 4o per 1,000 of
population, a percentage of ... 2.56
Dratiss§ Males | ??3 Potal -0 . 5008
Death Rate per 1,000 population ... SoF yeiED
Ditto, for England and Wales ... 11.6
Ditto, 126 County Boroughs and great towns ... 3
Excess of Registered births over deaths .... 208

Maternal Death Rate per 1,000 live and still births 0.71

Tuberculosis Death Rates :—

Pulmonary ... e 0.42 .
(ther than Pulmonary o.o1 Total .. ©.49

Total deaths from Diarrheea and Enteritis under
two vears 6

Death rate (per 1,000 births) from Diarrhcea and

Enteritis ... 4.30
Infantile rate (deaths per 1,000 births) ... 43
Ditto, for England and Wales 29.8
Ditto, for 126 County Boroughs and great towns.... 33.8
Deaths of Infants under 1 dav old o)

Ditto 1 vear (legitimate) .. 57

Ditto 1 vear (illegitimate)

L]

IQ51.
5,082

.. B4,I70
1,320
15.79

15.5
17.3

14.54
12.5
13.4

105

0.73

0.43

2.26

..:I.ﬂﬁ
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REGISTRAR GENERAL’S SHORT LIST OF CAUSES OF DEATH, I96l.

e

All
CAUSES. Sex. | Ages. |04 |14 |54 (1564|254 |454- |65+ |75+
ALL CAUSES M. | 664 | 31| 3| 3|12 | 40 |205 {202 |158
F. 570 27 8 1|14 | 35 |[130 |53 |202
1. Tuberculosis, Respiratory M| 2 |—=|—=|=] 2] 8l12}] 2| 1
¥ 12 | — | — 1 i} 4 1| — | —
2. Tuberculosis, Other 5 M. — = === =] = ==
F. 1 — | === =] — 1| —
3. Syphilitic Disease. . - M. 2 | == === 2| =] -
F. FR (RIS [P PSR R L) | S [EE
4. Diphtheria. . M. —_— —_—|—_— === ===
B | = |—fl=l=l=1=]=l={]|=
5. Whooping Cough 1 I (RREVERRY SR PR (P RIS P R () P
Ie 3 2 l|l—|—|—]=]—=]—
6. Meningococcal Infections ML —_ | == === ] =] = —
E. — | == —=]=|=1=|—|—
7. Acute Poliomyelitis M. —_ | === === |—=1|—
F. IS, R TR | N R | I (R Wy P
8. Measles M. — == === = =
F. i I —— -— —— - — - — - F— =
9. Other Infective and Parasitic M. = |s=ils= | — | = == = | =
Driseases e E. 3 | — 1| — | — L= — 1
10. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach ..| M. | 20 | — | —|—=|—=|—|11| 6| 3
F. L] i — === 1 2 4 1
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung M. 1T =l ==l s
Bronchus F. 2 |- == 1| == 1]=
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast
F. 22 — | — = | = 6|12 2 2
13. Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus !
F. 4 |——|—=|—|—]| 38| 2 |—
14. Other Malignant and Ly rnpha.tm M. 28 | —|—|—]| 1 1[13]| 9| 4
MNeoplasms E. 63 |—|—|—|—| 1|20]|10]22
15. Leukaemia, Alenkaemia M. — — — e e e ] | | ==
S 1 bl o [ [ | |
16. Diabetes .. i i M. 3 | —|—|—]—|—=|—] 2| 1
F. 4 | —|—|—|—|—] 1] 2| 1
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous M. 68 | — | — ‘ —|—|—[10]|38 |20
System F. === | 1|13 (23|25
18. Coronary Disease, Angina M| 92 [—|—=|=|=| s|ar|32]|15
F. 33 — | — ] — | — 1110118 a
— e |}
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REGISTRAR GENERAL'S SHORT LIST OF CAUSES OF DEATH, 1951,
—continued,
| All |

CAUSES. Sex. | Ages. [0+ |14 |6+ [16+ 254 45+ 65+ 15+

ALL CAUSES o it M. | 654 | 31 3| 8|12 ; 40 (2056 [202 |15B

K. 570 27 B L | 14 | 35 130 153 j202

- 19. Hypertension with Heart Disease| M. 9 |—|—|—|—|—| 6| 3| —
F. o |—|—|—|—|—| 2] 6] 2

20. Other Heart Disease M. 4 |—|—|—| 1| 6|20 3038
F. 119 — | = | = 3 8|15 | 38 | b5

21. Other Circulatory Disease M. T = — = = = e e
F. | 12 |—|—|—|—|—| 1} 2] v

22. Influenza . i | | gl =T=1 x| o] vd{is] &
F. 44 - 1| —|—] 2|13 | 13 | 17

23. Pneumonia M. 27 3| —!— | —| 4| 4| 7| 9
F. | ig ﬁ — = = 1 == | 3 3 T

Bronchitis M. 80 2| —|—|—| 1|34|25]|18

F. 38 3 2| — | — 1| 10| 14 8

25. Other Diseases of Respu‘atmy M. 14 1| — | — 1| 1 | g =
System : S 1] g |l—=l—|=] 1] 1|—|=|=

26. Ulecer of Stomach and Duodenum| M. 16 —_— | — — 2 o ] f

| = 1 S S [ | e [

27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea; M. 5 | —|—=|=|—=| ===
F. 1 [=|=|=|=]|= | —| =1 1

28. Nephritis and Nephrosis . . ] T e T e
F. g WS A e P 2| £ 2l =

29. Hyperplasia of Prostate . M. n |—|—|—=|=|— | — | 4| 7
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion | F. l | — | —}— | =11 | —_— —] —

|

31. Congenital malformations ML 3 e = T = =l = =
F. ] 6| —|—| 1|—|—=|=—]|—

32. Other Defined and llldefined M. 67 |16| 1| —| 2| 6| 8] 917
Diseases : F. 84 L el el B i L

33. Motor Vehicle Accidents M. 2l — e R
F. 3 |—| 1| —|—|—| Y| 1]|—

34, All Other Accidents R EE E w EIE E E
F. 9 2 e 1 | 1 1 2

35. Suicide M | 8 |=|=]=}|=|=] 1] 1] 1
F. | THEE| [y W] i LR s Bl sl T

36. Homicide and Operations of War IEI r — | == — =] =] = e

t I
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CAUSES OF DEATH WITH DEATH RATES, 1851.

Disease.
Tuberculosis, Respiratory

Tuberculosis, Other
Syphilitic Disease
Diphtheria
Whooping Cough
Meningococcal Infections
Acute Poliomyelitis
Measles e
Other Infective and l’a.rasntm Dlseam
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach
T .. Lung, Bronchus
" b5 Breast. . S
" o Uterus e ‘e
Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia
Diabetes - A
WVascular Lesions of Nﬂﬂ ous bysftem
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with Heart Disease
Other Heart Disease .. 5 o o
Orther Circulatory Disease
Influenza
Pneumonia
Eronchitis
Other Diseases of Reapnatnr}r System
Uleer of Stomach and Duodenum
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea
Nephritis and Nephrosis G s
Hyperplasia of Prostate :
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion
Congenital Malformations
Other Defined and Illdefined Dls-&a&as
Motor Vehicle Accidents
All Other Accidents
Suicide ..
Homicide and Dpcratmns of War

Mo. of Deaths Rate.
34 A2

1 A1

2 02

3 03

a 03

24 a4

19 23

22 26

4 Rl

i 51 96
1 01

T .08

131 1.56

1256 1.49

i 19 23
et [ 2.53
27 .32

. ) 1.03
46 .05

118 1.40

16 g

17 20

. [i] A7
11 A3

: 11 13
: 1 A
: 9 A1
141 1.68

i 10 A2
25 .30

4 05

1,224 14.54
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH AT ALL AGES—1951.

Heart Disease

Respiratory Diseases

Cancer

Vascular Lesions of Nervous System

Influenza

Accidents, Suicide, Violence.
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MORBIDITY.
WIGAN AREA.

The figures given below, compiled by the local office of the
Ministry of National Insurance, indicate the number of persons apply-
ing for sickness benefit (first certificate only) week by week during
the year, 1951I.

The accompanying graph indicates more clearly the seasonal
variation and a comparison can be made with the figures for 1950.

Incidence of Sickness—Working Population, 1g51.

Jan. 2nd 788 July 3rd 2885
e oth 1,578 e 10th 270
15 16th 2,305 v 17th 232
.3 23rd 1,720 ,, 24th 367
w  3oth Q14 i 3Ist 327

Feb. 6th 680 Aug. 7th 318
. 13th 548 =+ 14th 374
" zoth 550 o 215t 351
* 27th 507 o 25th 376

Mar. 6th 510 Sept. 4th 355
3 13th 538 - 11th 368
5 2o0th 494 i i5th 233
5 27th 341 o 25th 371

Apr. 3rd 511 Oct. 2nd 40T
o 1oth 463 - gth 366
e 17th 371 . 16th 370
=5 24th 382 X 23rd 444

May 1st 356 p soth 402
o Sth 302 Nov. 6th 410
i 15th 326 i 13th 406
e 2z2nd 402 e 2oth 37
i 2gth 300 " 27th 374

June sth 202 Dec. 4th 346
,, 12th 328 - 11th 383
= 1gth 323 b 18th 321
o 26th 299 i 25th 328

Average weekly—4g6,



INCIDENCE OF SICKNESS = WORKING POPULATION

Weekly number of new claims to
sickness benefit in the Wigan area.

1950 ~ - = -
1951

taasn "APR " mavy "Tun ' TuL ' Aug ' seP ocTt ' mov ' DEC
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OF WARDS, WITH COMPARATIVE DEATHS

AND DEATH RATES.
Ward Ward Eatimated Death Death
No. Population Totale Rate
Bt. George - 1 2610 26 13.79
Lindsay ... o5 2 4831 T4 15.82
8t. Catharine B 5666 78 18.77
Bt. Patrick = 4 6423 29 15.41
Bt. Thomas 5 2654 63 24.67
Poolstock ... i i 6 788 ] 17.95
Victoria ... : =5 T 2918 42 14.59
Bt. Andrew : e 8 16681 214 12.83
Swinley ... 2 9 10360 160 15.44
All Baints S 10 2249 35 15.56
West Pemberton 11 5079 41 B.OT
North Pemberton 12 6542 a4 14.28
Central Pembarton 13 9546 135 14.14
Bouth Pemberton 14 4883 T 14.54
Totals 2 o 84170 1209 *14.54

*Death Rate is based on the Registrar General’s estimated
Population of 84,170.

DEATH-RATES FOR WIGAN DURING THE LAST TEN YEARS.

1942 ‘ 1948 | 1944 ‘ 1945 ‘ 1946 ‘ 1947 ‘ 1948 ‘ 1949 L 1950 ‘ 1951

12.95 l 14.80 | 12.92 ‘ 11.42| 11.55 \ 18.87 ‘ 11.55 ‘

19.49 | 12.57
1

‘ 14.54
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING THE

(Classified locally under the Registrar-General's
causation, age and

Deaths at the sub-joined ages of
" Residents " whether occurring
in or beyond the District.
|
: ® ] b=
Causes of Deaths, gl ol e 7] % E § % 8
Class.\ 21581 § |5 | 2|52 |5 |es
No. | S |[B™ & e | = | = 2|2 (|3 =
== |2|2is|s e
|
{
|
Tuberculosis, Respiratory .. 1 |3B|—:—| 1] 8ll0|18]| 2| 1
Tuberculosis, Other .. e 2 1| — |: el Bl B B 1| —
Syphilitic Disease 3 2|l—=|—1—|—| 2|—|—
Diphtheria I 4 |—|—l—|—|—|—=|—=|—=|—
Whooping Cough . 5 al 2| I=l=|=il=1——
Meningococcal Infections ; 6 |—|—|—|—]—|—|—|—]|—
Acute Poliomyelitis .. =i T |—|— | —=|—=]|—=|=|—=|—=]|=
Measles 8 |—|—|—|—|—=|=—|—|—|—
Other Infective a.nd Pa.ra.slt:lr: D:ma.m ] Bl=—]| 1|—=1}— i1|—=]=— 1
Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach : 100 |2B|—=|—]—1—| 2|13 |20 4
£ i Lung Bronchus | 11 |20 | — | —|—]| 1 1|13 5| —
b v Breast .. ; 12 2Bl — — | — | = g |13 2 2
Uterus .. 13 4| —|—=|—|—=|—| 2| 2|—
Other Malig. & L}'mphatu: hmplnsms 4 |70 | — | — | — 1 2|83 |18 | 18
Leukaemia, Aleukaemia 15 l|—|—]|=]=]| 1| =] —=|—
Diabetes 16 Bl—|—|=]=|—| 2| 4| 2
Vascular Lesions of Nervous S}rstem 17T M3 | — | — | — | 2 1|19 | 46 | 356
Coronary Disease, Angina .. 18 | 88| — | — | — | —| 7|33 |20]|19
Hypertension with Heart Disease 19 2l|l—|—|—|—|—=1]1 1] 1|—=
Other Heart Disease 20 2I6 | — | — | — 3|14 | 40| 71 | 87
Other G:rculatnry Disease 21 || —|—|—|—| 2|22]|30]| 33
Influenza 22 183 3| 1| —| 1| 2|25| 265|286
Pneumonia 23 |48 (12 | — | —|— | 4| 9|10} 13
Bronchitis . 24 (115 i) 2| — | — 3]36)41 | 28
Other Diseases of I{espnatﬁry S:, stem| 26 [18] 1} —=|—| 2| 1| 8| 4 3
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum 26 6| — | —|—|—| 2 8 2 3
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea 27 o d | =] =] = = — — 1
Mephritis and Nephrosis Lt 28 Bl—|=|=|=1] 2 4 1] 2
Hyperplasia of Prostate : 29 Wl|— | —|—=|=]=|—1] 4| &
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion 30 1| — | — =] =] 1| =] =] =
Congenital Malformations i 31 Bl sl === e e e e
Other Defined and Illdefined Diseases | 82 (159 |22 | 1| — | 4| 10 | 34 30 | 68
Motor Vehicle Accidents 33 9|l —| 2|—]| 1| —| 2| 2| 2
All Other Accidents 34 |26| 2| 3| 8| 2| 4] 4| 2| &
Suicide .. 35 t|—=—=|=]—=1|—= 2 1 1
Homicide and Dpcrattnns of War B | —|—|—=]—=|—=]|—=|—|—]|—
ToTaLs 1209) 58 | 11 | 4| 26 | 756 |3356 352 |348
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52 WEEKS ENDED, 30th DECEMBER, 1951.

short list—grouped according to

ward residence)

Deaths at all Ages.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The number of deaths of children under one year is 58, or 43.6
per 1,000 births, and of children over one year and under five years 11,
or 0.13 per 1,000 of the population,

In 1950, there were 59 deaths under one year, a rate of 43 per
1,000

12 of the 58 deaths were ascribed to broncho-pneumonia, and
influenza was given as the cause of death in 3 cases. 5 deaths were
due to bronchitis, 5 to gastro-enteritis, and 11 to prematurity. 7
infants died as a result of congenital malformations.

The infantile mortality rate in Wigan has followed closely the
national trend for a number of years, although the actual rates have
been higher. The departure from this, noted in the year under review,
may, I think be accounted for by the 3 infant deaths from influenza
which occurred during the epidemic in the first quarter of the year.
Our records show that influenza is a fairly uncommon cause of infant
deaths in this town, there having been only 7 deaths recorded in the
past 20 years.

The infant deaths occurred as follows :—

Home. Hospital.
21 16 Billinge.
1 Ashton.
_— 15 R.AE. Infirmary.
3 Whelley.

2z Roval Manchester Children’s.

—

21 7

P o

58 Total.
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INQUESTS AND UNCERTIFIED DEATHS.

The number of inquests held during 1951 was 65, and the follow-

ing verdicts have been recorded :(—

1. Natural Causes ... i oE
z. Accidents—Burnt I
i Scalded 1

r Drowned ... 5

ot Poisoned 8, LA

Falls O

o Railway ... R

5 Colliery 1

. Road i IO

’ Mills T

n Falling machinery 1

- Shock following operation 2

P Asphyxia (suffocation) 2

i Whilst working on gas main ... I

3. Suicides—Hanged 2
it Cut Throat .. - —

= Drowned x

4 Coal gas 1

e Railway i T

. Poison - —

o Falls .. —

4. Open—Drowned
oy Coal gas ...
- Hanged

L I B I &

- Poison

5. Murder ...

&1

There was one uncertified death in 1g51.



Section 111

Provision of
Health Services
in the Area
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CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN.

The undermentioned Centres were open on the days and at the

times stated :—
Centre.

Wigan Central Clinic,
Millgate.

Pemberton Clinic, 15 Billinge
Road, Pemberton.

Scholes Clinic.

Methodist Chapel, Worsley
Mesnes,

Springfield Boys' Club,
Springfield Road.

Worsley Hall Clinic,
Drummond Square.

Orthopaedic Clinic, Millgate.

Days Open.

Infant and Young Children’s Clinic :
Wednesday afternoons, 2 to 4-30
p.in.

Ante-natal Clinic :
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m,
A Consultant attends on one Thurs-
day of each month.

Post-natal Clinic :
Alternate Thursdays, 2 p.m.
Dental Clinic for expectant and nurs-
ing mothers and voung children :
Tuesday morning, g-30.

Class for expectant mothers :
Friday afternoon, 2 p.m,

Infant and Young Children's Clinic :
Friday afternoons, 2 to 4-30 p.m.

Ante-natal Clinic :
Thursday afternoon, 2 p.m.
A Consultant attends on one
Thursday of each month.

Infant and Young Children’s Clinic :
Monday afternoons from 2 to

4-30 p.m.

Infant and Young Children’s Clinic :
Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m.

Infant and Young Children’s Clinic :
Tuesday afternoons from 2 to

4=-30 p.Hl.

Infant and Young Children’s Clinic :
Thursday mornings at g-30 a.m.

Open each Monday  morning.
Surgeon attends twice monthly.
Cases from Ince, Hindley, and
Standish also attend.
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ATTENDANCES AT CLINICS.
ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.

Wigan Centre. Pemberton.
Weekly Special Weekly Special
Cliniec. Clinie. Clinie. Clinie,
Number of primarv cases attend-
ing Clinic during the vear 422 3 1G0 84
Total number of attendances ... 1,775 187 831 372

Classes for Expectant Mothers:

50 classes were held during the vear 1951, and 480 attendances
were made by iothers.
POST-NATAL CLINIC.
Attendances were as follows :(—
New Cases. Return Cases. Total.
159 47 206

INFANT AND YOUNG CHILDREN'S CLINICS.

Attendances were as follows:—

: : Cases
Children p
| Frimary | examined
Clinie under over | Total | Mothers cases | by medical
12 mths. | 12 mths. | { attendant
Central .. .| 1789 | 598 | 2988 2179 847 1210
Scholes ... 1257 | 421 | 1678 1545 152 1041
Femberton 1420 | Ti8 | 2183 1850 208 1156
Waorsley Mesnes... 674 | 281 | 955 BE5 122 a67
Bpringtield il 1389 | 586 | 1975 1788 189 1021
Drommond 8q. ... 952 | 861 | 1818 1458 291 278
|
I 1 }
Totals .., 7481 | 845 ll 10936 | 9625 | 1368 5868

Comparative attendances for the last 5 vears :
1947 1048 1040 1950  IOQSI

Babies wine JOTTT . TOOTT e OFA3. . Q752 ....TOQZH
Primary attendances of
Babies iy X305 . IS8T . TTTE .. TIEY .. TGS
Expectant Mothers :
Central:
Weekly Clinic e (BREE Lo GBS e BTOT e TG o TE
Special Clinic ... SRR 1 b N [ R e e
Pemberton:
Weekly Clinic .... e 1045 G T08 . 920 ... 864 ... 847

Special Clinic .... e g =i alG L3RR e
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It will be observed that the total number of children attending
the clinics is still increasing.

A Child Welfare Clinic at Goose Green would help the mothers
of that area but until more Health Visitors are obtainable it is im-
practicable to try to open additional Centres. The Drummond Square
Centre which was opened last year is well patronised and is
flourishing.

DENTAL CLINICS.

I am indebted to the Senior Dental Officer for the following
summary of the dental work carried out during the year for the
Maternity and Child Welfare Department,

(a) Numbers provided with dental care :—

o |
Examined Needing Treated
Treatment
Expectant and Nursiug
Mothers e i i 219 130 102
Children nnder five i k! i 63

(b) Forms of dental treatment provided :—

s ————— —m

| ; Dentures
| Anaestheties GIEI"E5| Silver provided
IE:_:tr:ur;- ____ Fillings Scaling Nitrate E!I'EEE- Radio-
| Homs | [ ocul |Gonerat]  [u4EUm) treat | ings | graphs| Com | pyryia
l : | | ment |
Expectant
and
Nursing 40 40 — 71 82 —_— —_ — — 1
Mothers
Children | |
under five a9 ) =TS 10 19 10 — — s —

e - — S vl e TS SIS I . T e e et i e e ——— — —

In addition, 236 children under five vears of age were examined
in the routine school dental inspection and 47 received dental
treatment.

The numbers of patients attending for dental inspection and
treatment from the Ante-Natal Clinic during the vear 1951 have been
maintained as in previous years.

It is gratifving to note that the standard of oral fitness in the
majority of these patients shows a marked improvement,
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NURSERY.

The 24-hour Nursery provided by the Local Authority is situated
at Ellesmere Road, Pemberton, and has accommodation for 52 child-
ren during the day and 17 at night.

The Nursery is recognised as a training nursery for the National
Nursery Examination Board Certificate for Nursery Nurses. During
the vear two students were presented and passed the examination.

The demand for admission of children to the nursery continues
and there are over zoo applicants on the waiting list. An extension
of the existing Nursery has heen approved and it will be provided as
soon as economic conditions permit.

The average attendances during the vear were :(—

DAY
(including those who NIGHT
remain at night)
Children under 2 years of age 16 7
Children between 2 and 5 years ...| A0 ! 5
Totals ... 16 12

NURSERY AND CHILD MINDERS FIEGULATIUN ACT, 1948.

There are no industrial nurseries in the area but one person is
registered as a child minder. Regular visits have been paid by the
department to ensure that the provisions of the Act are complied with.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.
Live Births.

M. F. Total.
Legitimate i OBE e BIO B -
[llegitimate 19 15 34
704 i MBgE B T
Birth rate per 1,000 population, 15.70.
Still Births.
M. F. Total.
Legitimate 30 13 43
Ilegitimate 2 — 2
32 13 E R 1|

=iy —

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births, 32.75.
Infant Deaths.
Deaths of infants under the ﬁgc of 1 vear.

: Total.
Legitimate 31 26 L
Illegitimate — I 1
31 27 58

Infantile rate per 1,000 (live) births, 43.6.



32

Deaths of infants aged 28 days or less (neo-natal deaths).

M. F. Total.
Legitimate 11 11 22
[llegitunate —- —_ -

II 11 22

—

Neo-natal death rate per 1,000 (live) births, 16.55.

Infantile Mortality.

The Infant Mortality Rate (i.e., the number of deatls occurring
under one year of age per 1,000 births) was 43.6 : the rate for
legitimate births was 44, and for illegitimate births, 3o.

Of the 58 deaths in infants under one year of age, 22 occurred
within the first four weeks of life. Of these, 18 or 82% died in the
first week and it is significant that in ¢ of these, death was due to
prematurity.

A further pote on infantile mortality appears in the statistical
section.

Maternal Deaths.
(One death was recorded, as follows :—
Case No. Cause.

1. I (a) Pulmonary Embelism, (b) Venous thrombosis,
(c) Childbirth.

Maternal Mortality.
The Maternal Mortality Rate (i.e., the number of deaths of women
in, or associated with childbirth, per 1,000 births, live and still) was:
Puerperal Sepsis . —
Other Puerperal causes 073

T'otal Puerperal mortality ... 0.73
Non Puerperal causes -

Total Maternal Mortality Rate v TR

Comparative figures for the last 5 vears :—

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
Deaths ... e i o IR i o 1
Rate ) REE S US| e e MOEET s TR
Births o TBAE o TEOD G TAAT o T306 G doEon

DOMICILIARY MIDWIFERY.

There were 19 midwives practising in the district on 3rst
December, 1951, of whom 14 were Municipal Midwives, 1 independent
and 4 employed in Hospital.

MUNICIPAL MIDWIVES.

The Service consists of a Non-Medical Supervisor and 14 Mid-
wives.
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Given below are details of cases attended by the Midwives during
the year :—

As midwife—No doctor engaged ... 3oo0
—Doctor engaged but did
not attend at birth ... 316

e — 616

As maternity—Doctor engaged and did

nurse attend at birth 149
T e

As will be seen above the total number of cases attended by the
Municipal Midwives was 765, which is go fewer than the figure
given in my last report. The average number of cases attended per
midwife was 54.

An increased number of patients engaged the doctor for con-
finement—60% (40% in 1950) but the doctors were present at the
birth in only 32% of their booked cases as against 40% in 1950.

Booking for confinement in Hospital is still restricted to certain
categories of patients, i.e., where there is some obstetrical abmnor-
mality; for primiparac who seek admission; for cases where there is
some associated medical condition and for those whose home con-
ditions are unsuitable.

The supervisor of midwives visits the homes of all who apply
on social grounds and there is good co-operation in this direction
between the hospital, the general practitioners and the clinics.

MEDICAL AID.

By the rules of the Central Midwives Board, midwives are re-
quired to send for medical aid under conditions and for reasons which
are specified. Medical aid was summoned in 104 cases—in 84 cases
for the mother alone and in 2o cases for the child alone.

GAS AND AIR ANALGESIA.

A Gas and Air Analgesia Service is provided by the Departn]ent
and all the municipal midwives are qualified to administer analgesia.

Five outfits are available and when required they are transported
to and from the homes of the patients by the Ambulance Service.

During the vear, Gas and Air Analgesia was administered in 317
cases, The popularity of this service continues to increase but the
number of cases availing themeselves of it is less than 50% of the home
deliveries. Reasons for this are that certain doctors prefer to use a
different anaesthetic. Also when the patient delays in sending for
the midwife, there may be no time to administer the Gas and Air,
and some patients, especially the older omes, do not favour any
anaesthetic. The midwives are all instructed to advise their patients
of its advantages unless it is contra-indicated on medical grounds.



MATERNITY HOMES.

The Christopher Home is now the only Nursing or Maternity
Home within the Borough, A number of beds are available for
maternity cases and during the year there were 34 Wigan births in
the home.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

No. Cases Treated : Vision Vision Total
Year. Notified. At Home. In Hospital. unimpaired. impaired. Blindness.
1951 AL — — — - —
1950 I I _— I S —
1040 v — — -~ o s 2Lt
1048 4 2 2 4 — - -
1047 2 I I 2 - =

EMERGENCY OBSTETRICAL UNIT.

By arrangement with the Wigan and Leigh Hospital Manage-
ment Committee an Emergency Obstetrical Unit based on Billinge
Hospital is available for cases of obstetrical emerzency occurring
within the Borough. The unit is transported hy the Borough
Ambulance Service and calls are accorded accident priority. The
service was used twice during the vear with successful results.

HEALTH VISITING.
SUMMARY OF VISITS DURING THE YEAR 1951.

No. of primary visits to births ... P
,»  visits to infants under one vear ... e DQD2
0 i infants over one vear and under two vears ... 4031
i = infants over two and under three vears s B30E
v - infants over three and under four vears ... 2503
i o infants over four and under five vears e 2285
ik i expectant mothers 67
X . cases of infectious disease ... SR
5 ,» Te deaths under one wvear ... 53
“ s Still Births 44
,, other visits ... =% L fea

The number of Health Visitors was maintained at six during the
vear but four more are urgently required.

Our first student Health Visitor passed the examination for the
Health Visitor’s Certificate and since July has been a member of
the staff.

During the vear, four student Health Visitors from the Bolton
Training School have received practical training in our Department.
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A Health Visitor continues to attend the Out-patient Paediatric
Clinic held each week at the Royal Albert Edward Infirmary. By
this means the Department is able to advise the Specialist on the
social and environmental aspects of cases and to help the mothers to
carry out the recommended treatment, especially where matters of
diet are involved.

_ While the shortage of Health Visitors continues the regular domi-
ciliary visits to children are necessarily restricted.

One trained nurse and one assistant nurse continue to give part-
time help at the Infant Clinics, the object being to release the Health
Visitors so that freed from minor routine duties, their specialist know-
ledge can be used to best advantage.

The infant mortality rate in Wigan as compared with the general
rate for the country is 43.6, against 29.6. Here is a clear indication
of the urgent need to intensify the education of the mothers in the
matter of child care which would be greatly assisted were it possible
for more frequent visits to be made to the homes.

CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS.

The number of premature infants (i.e., weighing 5% Ibs. or less
at birth) notified during the yvear was 107; of these 37 were born at
home and 70 in hospital.

Included in the total of 107 were no less than 33 twin babies.

The early care of the premature infants born at home is under-
taken by two midwives who have shown special aptitude for this
work.

The arrangement is that on receiving information of the birth
the ** premature baby '’ midwife takes over the case entirely and
attends both mother and baby. Visits are paid daily or more often
if necessary, special attention being given to the feeding and handling
of the baby. Special equipment is available on loan.

Daily record charts are made out for each infant and these are
made available to the doctor attending the cases.

The intensive visiting is continued during the first month or
until such time as baby has attained normal standards. By these
means the mother is given every opportunity of learning how to
handle and tend the infant.

During the vear, 40 premature babies received this concentrated
attention. The results are very good and fully justify the time devoted
to them,

It is interesting to record that although in Wigan there is a high
incidence of premature births, those infants who survive the first
week of life on the whole do well.

A check of all surviving premature babies born since January
1049, has failed to reveal the occurence of any case of retrolental

fibroplasia,
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THE CHILDREN ACT, 1948,

The closest liaison is maintained with the Children’s Department

and co-operation on the lines of the Home Office Circular 193/49 is
well established.

The Medical Officer of Health has been appointed medical adviser
to the Children’s Committee and is responsible for certain aspects of
the medical care of children who are the responsibility of the Com-
mittee. ‘This includes medical advice on administrative matters and
in the planning and management of the nurseries, etc. Medical
and dental examination of children who are to be boarded out is
undertaken by the Department and periodic visits are paid by an

assistant medical officer of health to the new residental nursery at
The Elms.

Health Visitors undertake visits to the homes of foster mothers,
adoptions and where it is intended to place boarded out children.
Reports of the conditions found are furnished to the Children’s Officer.

Children Neglected or Ill-treated in their own Homes.

The local authority have implemented the recommendations con-
tained in circular 78/50 and designated the Medical Officer of Health
as the officer responsible for liaison and co-ordination in matters affect-
ing children neglected or ill-treated in their own homes.

The Council also appointed the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen
of the Children’s, Education, Estates, Health and Welfare Services
Committees to determine questions of a special nature on the subject
of the circular at elected representative level.

HOME NURSING.

The demand for the services of the Home Nurses has continued
to increase and diiring the vear over 4,000 more visits have been made
than in the previous vear.

A second male nurse commenced duty on the 1st January.

In order that the services of the male nurses might be available
over a wider area they have been provided with auto-cvcles,

The following figures are given for the vear 1951 :—

No. of cases on the books on 1st January, 1051 ... 176
No. of New cases during 1951 ... 1,516
No. of visits paid by the nurses ... 40,369

No. of cases ceased to be visited :—

Now convalescent 2 i BIE
Remowved to hospital ... 150
Deaths ... 188
(Other reasons ... S

1,500 4
No. of cases remaining on the books on the 31st December, 1951 186
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Table showing the number of primary inoculations carried out

each vear at various ages :—

Age at -l
date of %
inooniation| 1936 | 1937 1988 | 1080 [ 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 1946 | 1947 | 1048 | 1949 [1950 | 1951 | Totals
& 1
0% = == = == = s )| gielaso ) dee v | mokal
[y aged
14+ | — | g1l 16| 5| 12| 87| 176 | 471 | 448 | 487 | 582 | 616 | 551 | 365 | 264 | 205 ““gﬁ”
5 31-12-51
2 4 — | 39| g0 10| 16 (118|197 | 301 | 134 [ 113 | 213 [ 107 | 117} 95| 73| 54
g 1) 81| 22| g0] 7! 91| 138|820 73| 55 114 | 65| 61| 40| 44! 387
4 + 4 41 17 25 12 1 125 | 151 | 260 T8 44 a0 62 29 47 a3 81 3,546
5 4 24| 89 | 32| 60| 2|gogluB1l4s6| 72| 65| 44| 74| 36| 112| 58| 29| Total
agod
& 5 : gl A S 5-15
5 25| 137 | 16| 97| 2336|137 |382) 43| 44| 20| 56 16| 95| 58| 17| O
- ' 31-12-51
T 14122 | 18|200| 1|272| 78 |9y | 18| 33| 20| 42| 22|100| 61| 9
8 + g|l131| 6| 76| — | 236 | 89| 241 | o5 | 42| 12| 35| 14| 205| 51| 9
9 + 1| 109 7 76| — | 282 | 69 ) 254 | 14 | og| 14| BB | 12| 120 | 52 11
10 + —|wo| 8| 70| — |248| 88| 26| 7| 24| 100 25| 24| e1| 8| 10
1 + — | | 8| 82| — |224| 56 |220| 8| 22| 8| 19| 5| 46| 85| 7
12 + — | 87| 4| 9| — [288| 40|295| 6| 85| 8| 22| pl 2| 47| &
13 + — | 80| 2| 91| — |210| 47|261| e&| 20| 2 | 28| 5| gy] 24| —
i ¥ —| 10| 5| 2] —]| 78] 9| 81| — iy s| 8| 28| s2] 1| o9.085
15 + i T ) RSR[5 R N o S
Tosal 78 | 986 | 174 | 825 | 52 | 2908| 1405|3732 | 927 | 967 | 1148 | 1365 | 1227 | 1738 | 1348 | 899 | 19,779
each year |
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VACCINATION.

The Vaccination Acts 1867-1907, which made vaccination against
smallpox compulsory, were rescinded when the National Health
Service Act 1046 came into operation on the sth July, 1948.

The following vaccinations were carried out by medical practi-

tioners during 1951 :—
Under 1 1 2-4 yra. b-14 vrs over Total

Vear vear inclusive inclusive 15 yrs.
Primary ... 60 12 8 15 64 150
Re-vaccination — - — 5 118 123
3 ) joks AL 1 i
Totals 60 I2 8 20 182 282
i ] S it

6o children under the age of one vear were vaccinated during the
vear. Comparing this figure with the number of births during the
same period, it will be seen that only 4.5 per cent. of the infants were
vaccinated.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

Free preventive inoculation has been offered since December, 1936,
for children of pre-school and school age.

Health Visitors bring to the notice of mothers the importance of
immunisation on every possible occasion and especially at the
infant welfare clinics and when visiting in the homes. If a child has
not previously been protected a birthday greeting card is sent on its
first birthday advising immunisation, These cases are assiduously
followed up.

At school medical inspection and also when school nurses are
visiting in the homes, efforts are made to obtain the consent of parents
to have their children immunised if this has not already been done,
and advice is given regarding re-inforcing doses of the prophylactic.

Inoculations carried out during 1gsr :-—
By By By Total
M. & C.W. School Private during
Clinic. Clinie Doctors.  1951.

Primary ... ... OTI6 72 211 800
Re-inoculation ... 6 537 42 585
Totals i Haa 60Q 253 1,484

Total

0-4 yrs. 5-14 yra. 0-14 yrs.
inelusive. ineclusive. inelusive,

Estimated present child popula-
tion immunised 50% 74% 65%
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AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Aill the ambulance services of the County Borough were co-
ordinated and placed under the control of the Health Committee on
the sth July, 1g48.

The Health Department is directly responsible for the removal
of cases of infectious disease.

The day-to-day management of the ambulance service for non-
infectious cases is under the control of the Chief Fire Officer.

The ambulance service deals with all calls arising within the
area of the County Burough and, by arrangement with the Lancashire
County Council, serves also the following areas of the administrative
County—0Orrell, Aspull, Standish-with-Langtree, Upholland, Billinge
and Wigan Rural District.

Two ambulances stationed at Whelley Hospital are used for the
removal of infectious cases.

The staff of the infectious disease ambulance service comprises
one driver full-time and two others part-time. The two other units
of Health Department transport, a van and a car, are maintained and
operated by these two part-time drivers. It is usual in this service
to send out the ambulance manned only by a driver/attendant and
to pick up en route a nurse from the infectious disease hospital, when
a child is to be brought in.

The wvehicles of the non-infectious service comprise six
ambulances and two sitting-case vehicles. One, a Bedford Lomas
sitting-case ambulance, was delivered on the 1st February, 1951.

Since 1948, it has been the policy of the Health Committee to
replace one vehicle each vear and there now remain only three old
vehicles in the fleet, viz., one sitting-case car and two ambulances,
one of which is attached to the infectious disease service.

The personnel comprises: head driver—1; drivers—iz
attendants-—2 ;  temporary drivers—i2 :  female clerk—i1. All
drivers and attendants hold certificates of the St. John's Ambulance
Brizade to render first aid to the injured and some are qualified in
home nursing.

Statistical Report.

Work undertaken by the Ambulance Service during 1951 :—

Removals.
T t Mon- e o
Infections ‘ | Mental |Midwifers] ToTAL
Dizcase 1|;£¢:i::;lll'l Aceidents Oanes Apparatus
Wigan Connty Borough ...| 1809 13798 602 44 GEA 16954
Liancashire Connty Coundgil 187 H67T1 157 17 - 5982
Totals ... 1946 | 19464 759 61 66 | 22016
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Mileage.

T T | B e (R e
Infections = -

Dl isisnsa Lnljf:rﬂ:_"' ToTAL

Service Serviee

Wigdan County Bovough ...| 6363 | 70489 TGEaT

Lancashirve Connty Council | 5845 | 51917 | 57762

Totals ...| 12215 (122406 [13461%

In addition to the above, a total of 7,152 miles was covered on
196 davs during the year, transporting children to and from the
Occupation Centre.

From a purely functional point of view the present organisation
of the service is satisfactory and during the vear all calls upon the
service have been met. I must again stress the fact that the pro-
vision of an ambulance depot would effect cconomies in manpower
and lead to greater efficiency of the service, The present practice
of housing the vehicles in four different garages renders almost im-
possible the close supervision of vehicles and personnel which is so
necessary if the ambulance service is to be maintained at peak per-
formance,

It is to be regretted that since my previous report, it has not
been found possible to unify the administration of the service and
the difficulties to be met in organising the present services on a war-
time footing, which I mentioned last vear are still present. A com-
parison of unit costs in towns operating under broadly similar con-
ditions as regards population and area has indicated that financiallv
there is little to be gained by retaining the present system in Wigan.

PREVENTION OF ILLNESS, CARE AND AFTER-CARE.
HEALTH EDUCATION.

Each month 1,150 copies of the journal ‘° Better Health ** are
distributed in the district.

Classes for mothers are held eack week at the Central Maternity
and Child Welfare Centre.

Propaganda regarding Diphtheria immunisation has been carried
out in conjunction with the National Campaign.

Efforts are being maintained to bring to the notice of the public,
and especially to food handlers, the need for cleanliness and care in the
preparation of food.

Measures for the dissemination of information to the public are
being developed. They include publication of literature, display of
posters, etc., and opportunities are taken to give lectures on various
health subjects from timne to time.

A subscription is paid each vear by the Borough Council to the
Central Council for Health Education. This enables us to receive
from the Central Council much valuable help and information as to
the best methods of approaching the public,
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The educational exhibition stand provided by the Central Council
for Health Education has been in use at the Central Clinic, Millgate,
and a succession of interchangeable topics was on view during the
year.

CONVALESCENCE.

During the vear 1951, no case requiring convalescence was dealt
with under Section 28 of the National Health Service Act, 1946.

VENEREAL DISEASE.

The Health Committee have continued their arrangements where-
by the V.D. Orderly of the Royal Albert Edward Infirmary under-
takes the duties of Almoner.

Eftforts are made to persuade persons who are a source of infection
to attend for treatment at the centre. Contact is made with patients
who fail to attend for treatment with a view to stressing the importance
of continued attendance at the clinic. The work done by the Almoner
has been found to produce satisfactory results.

The following is an extract from the Almoner's report for the
vear 1951 :—

Total number of contacts persuaded to attend were: —
Males 25. Females 21.

Patients failing to attend for treatment, etc., are the biggest prob-
lem and the following action has been taken to try and persuade them
to attend.

204 letters were sent to patients failing to attend.

108 reported for treatment, etc.

letters returned, address unknown.

left district, present address unknown,

transferred to H.M. Forces.

transferred to clinics near their present address.

letters received, patients too ill to attend.

patients admitted to other hospitals.

patients transferred to care of their own doctors.

patients transferred to other clinics as in need of treatment,
but not suffering from V.D.

2 patients transferred from other clinics.

6 patients died.

Personal visits were made to the home addresses of 18 patients
who failed to attend after several letters had been sent.

=
LﬂlmmuH-h-H

TUBERCULOSIS,

The transfer of responsibility for the diagnosis and treatment
of Tuberculosis from the Iocal Authority to the Regional Hospital
Board has left with the Health Authority the duty of providing the
means of prevention and the ‘‘ care and safter care ' of persons

e it . e e 1
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suffering from the disease. ‘T'his divided responsibility is most
certainly detrimental to the preventive aspect of the Tuberculusis
Service.

It is with deep regret that I record the death on the 16th
December, 1951, of Dr. H. Richmond, sometime Deputy Medical
Officer of Health of the Borough, who had since the ** appointed day,"’
worked assiduously to satisfy two masters—the Regional Hospital
Board, under whom he held the post of Chest Physician, and the
Local Health Authority, who retained a portion of his services for
preventive work.

The Tuberculosis Visitor is a full-time member of the Local
Authority Health Visiting Staff, the work of this health visitor being
divided between attendance with the Chest Physician at the Dis-
pensary and visiting patients in their homes,

During the year, 1,325 home visits were paid by the tuberculosis
health visitor.

The National Insurance Act of 1946 has necessitated the transfer
of work in connection with assessment and allocation of allowances
under Memorandum 266T from this Department to the National Assist-
ance Board. Close liaison has been established and extra help is forth-
coming where reqaired through the good offices of the After-Care
Committee,

The responsibility of the Council for providing care and after-
care services at present is being discharged through a voluntary
Care Committee. The aims of this Committee may be stated as
follows :—

1. To provide extra nourishments, nursing utensils, wheel

chairs, etc.

2. To help in providing extra clothing needed by the patients,
especially when they go into sanatorium and on their return
home.

3. To visit and give friendly adwvice,

To assist in educating public opinion in matters of health in
regard to Tuberculosis.

5. To give assistance in providing tools in cases where tuber-
culous persons entering into employment are not so assisted
by the Ministry of Labour.

The Chest Physician acts as an honorary Medical Officer to this
Committee.

HOUSING OF TUBERCULOUS CASES.

During the vear 21 cases of infectious tuberculosis were re-housed
in accommodation which ensured adeguate isolation.

B. C. G. VACCINATION.

In 1049, the Council’s proposals under Section 28 of the National
Health Service Act, 1946, were amended to provide for B. C. G.
vaccination.
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At the present time vaccination is limited to hospital nurses and
children of infected families.

During the year 1g51, there were 344 tuberculin patch tests
carried out and B. C. G. vaccination was undertaken in 8o cases.

MENTAL ILLNESS AND DEFECTIVENESS.

Details of work under this section are given under Mental Health
Service, page 44.

OTHER ILLNESSES.

(General practitioners are slow in taking advantage of the services
available and few requests for after care have been made during the
year.

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE.

Five helps are employed full time and at the end of the year 13
part-time helps were on the register.

There has been a considerable increase in the number of families
availing themselves of the Service. During 1951, domestic help was
provided in 324 cases—i118 confinements, 1 tuberculesis and 203
others—compared with a total of 104 In 1050.

The Service is operating very satisfactorily and along with the
Home Nursing Service plays an important part in relieving the short-
age of hospital beds especially for chronic cases.

MEALS ON WHEELS SERVICE.

A scheme (within the Council’s proposals under Section 28 of
the National Health Service Act 1946) for the delivery of a mid-day
meal to individuals, unable, because of illness or physical disability,
to provide their own was put into operation in May 1g51I.

At the commencement, meals were delivered in the Scholes area
and later the service was extended to other parts of the Borough.

Members of the Women’s Voluntary Service take part in the
delivery of the meals and we are much indebted to them for the service
they have given.

The food is prepared in the kitchen of the Civic Restaurant and
served in individual covered containers. ‘The charge per meal is
1. 2d., but in necessitous cases it is reduced to 1od.

42 persons were provided with the meals during the year. Of
these, 9 were suffering from some specific disability and 33 were old
persons living alone.

Three meals per week are provided and the service is greatly
appreciated.
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MENTAL HEALTH.
Under the National Health Service Act, 1946, the Local Health

Authority is responsible for the domiciliary Mental Health services.

The service includes :—

(1) The ascertainment of cases of mental ill-health and
mental deficiency in the community.

(ii) The initial proceedings for obtaining detention and
reception orders and transferring persons of unsound
mind to establishments administered by the Regional
Hospital Board.

(iii) The statutory supervision, guardianship, provision of
after-care, etc., of mental defectives living in the
community.

(iv) The prowvision of occupational treatment for mental
illness.

(v) Preventive measures in connection with Mental Health,

ADMINISTRATION.

(a)

(b)

(v)

(d)

The Health Committee is responsible for the control of this service
and deals with all matters appertaining thereto, A special sub-
committee has not been established.

The Medical Officer of Health is the Executive Officer.

The Medical Officer of Health, together with Dr, E. R. M.
Wilson, Assistant Medical Officer, and Dr. D. M. Mather, are
appointed as approved medical practitioners for the purpose of
giving certificates of mental defect under Sections 3 and 5 of the
Mental Deficiency Act, 1913,

The Medical Officer of Health, together with Dr. D. M.
Mather, Dr. J. 8. Mather and Dr. D, N. Mackinnon are appointed
as approved medical practitioners for the purpose of giving certi-
ficates of mental defect under Section 1 (3) and 5 (3) of the
Mental Treatment Act, 1930.

Two full-time authorised officers and mental health visitors

{one inale and one female) and also one full-time male authorised
officer and clerk are emploved.

The staff of the Occupation Centre consists of one supervisor
{(who holds a certificate of recognition as an experienced worker),
an assistant supervisor who has obtained the Diploma of the
National Association for Mental Health, one whole-time and one
part-time guide-help.

Co-ordination is maintained with Regional Hospital Boards and
Hospital Management Committees, the local authority providing
all appropriate reports.

The Local Health Authority undertake all duties, none being
delegated to Voluntary Organisations.



44

A Consultant Psychiatric Clinic was inaugurated at Wigan Royal
Albert Edward Infirmary on the 2o0th March, 1ys51, the Consultant
being Dr. H. Coates.

Arrangements have been made for liaison between the clinic and
the local authority service, A duly authorised ofhcer and mental
health wvisitor who has some experience of psychiatric social work,
obtains the social histories of all cases living within the borough.
This officer also attends at the clinic and receives the Psychiatrist’s
instructions regarding after care. The opening of the clinic in Wigan
has obviated the necessity for patients to travel long distances seeking
attention and is indeed a great step forward in the Mental Health
Service.

ACCOUNT OF WORK UNDERTAKEN IN THE COMMUNITY.

Visits to Olfice by relatives and patients for advice .... 101
i. Under Lunacy and Mental Treatment Acts.
Cases notified 112
Notified cases deait w:tl: as fu]lows —
Section 16 Lunacy Act, 1890 3
Section 20 Lunacy Act, 1890 15
Section 21 Lunacy Act, 1890 i . 22
Volutary Patients, bLCtlDu 1 ‘Llu.mal lreatment
Act, 1930 ... GO0

Temporary Patients, Section 5 Mental Treatment
Act, 1930 ....

Section 24 Criminal _]u:mu.:: :'Lf.,t, 194&:-

Admitted to hospital as ordinary sick cases

No action taken

]’J}HMM

II13

Cases admitted to hospital under Sec. 16, 20 and 21
Lunacy Act, 1890 and Sec. 1 and 5 Mental Treat-
ment Act, 1930, were dealt with as follows :—

Section 16 Lunacy Act, 18g0 .. IT

Voluntary Patients, bmtlﬂﬂ 1 Mental Trﬂatmﬂnt
Act, 1930 ... -

Tuu]mmu Patients, Hecliun 5 Mental Treatment
Act, 1930 ....

Transferred to sick w ard fﬂlluwmg dlscharge frmu
order under Sec. 21(A) Lunacy Act, 1800 ....

Discharged following expiration of order under
Sec. 21(A) Lunacy Act, 18go

Discharged following expiration of order ...

Died ...

Immm La L ]

T
1



45

Appointments made for patients to attend

Psychiatric Clinics 6
No. of cases visited under Sec. 28 of the National

Health Service Act, 1946 - 74
No. of visits under Sec. ﬁE» of the Natmnal He'ﬂth

Service Act, 1946 371

Special reports made on hehalf of Mental Hnsp:tals L7
Social Histories for Wigan ]nhrmar} Psychiatric

Clinic ; 32
No. of cases in "'an:.ntal Hnsmtaia on 31;12;’51 2570
Discharges from hospitals .... 82
Deaths i * 15

2. Under the Mental Deficiency Acts, 1913-1938.
Cases in M.D. Institutions at 31;12#51 8o
Cases in *‘ place of safety "’ Sec. 15 M.D, A(‘t

1913 I
Cases under Guan:hans,hm Sec. 6 M.D. ﬁct, 1913 I
Cases under Statutory Supervision 63
Cases under Voluntary Supervision 16
Cases under training (occupation centre) Sec. 30

M.D. Act, 1013 13
Petitions prea:;uted Section 5, M. U Act 1913 4

Cases admitted to Institutions —

Sec. 6 M.D. Act, 1013 ....

Sec. 15 M.D. Act, 1913 (Place of Hﬂfe!:v)
Special reports made on hehalf of M.D.

Institutions ... 31
Home Visits ... RS
Visits to Occupation Centre 28

Particulars of cases repnrted during the year 1951.
Ascertainment.
(a) Cases reported by Local Education Authorities
under Sec. 57 Education Act, 1944
(i) Under Sec. 57(3) Education Act, 1044 ..
(ii) Under Sec. 57(5) Education Act, 1944 :
On leaving ordinary schools ...
On leaving special schools
(b) Other ascertained defectives .
{e) Other reported cases not at preqent hllh‘rf_f‘t to 'he
dealt with

[ =N

Disposal of cases reported during the year.
Placed under Statutory Supervision
Placed under Voluntarv Supervision
Action not taken at 31/12/51

=~
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Number of Mental Defectives in Institutions, under Community
Care including Voluntary Supervision or in ** Places of Safety '’ on
1st January, 1951, who have ceased to be under any of these forms of
care during 1951,

(a) Ceased to be under care Nil
(b) Died, removed or lost sight of ... 8
8

Number who have given hirth to children during 1951 :—
(i) After marriage e NGl
(11) While unmarried es 1410
Number who married during 1951 ... . Wl

3. Prevention, Care and After-Care,

The Duly Authorised Officers also act as case workers, concerning
themselves with the after-care of patients discharged from psychiatric
clinics and mental hospitals. Attempts are made to tackle the tre-
mendous problem of the prevention of mental illness. At present,
shortage of staff confines us to domiciliary visiting in a friendly capacity
and arranging social contacts for unstable patients.

The case workers also liaise with the psychiatric out-patient clinics
in the area and usually accompany patients to these clinics. Thus
they are able to help the psychiatrist in the matter of the patient’s
social background and environment.

There is a vacancy on the establishment of the Departinent for
a psychiatric social worker, but so far our efforts to fill this appoint-
ment have been unrewarded.

OCCUPATION CENTRE.

On the sth July, 1948, the Health Committee took over the
administration of the Occupation Centre, which is housed in Hope
Street school.

The Centre is open Monday to Friday cach week, except during
normal school holidavs.

The children have been supplied with hot mid-day meals by
arrangement with the school meals service.

An Industrial class for older bovs and girls is reyuired but the
present accommodation precludes this as a certain amount of fixed
apparatus would be required, and the rooms at present in use in the
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Sunday School are used in the evenings and at week--ends for their
original purpose.

The children in the two classes are graded according to phyvsical
characteristics, mental age and abilitv. Handwork, simple sewing,
leathercraft, dancing, speech training, singing and percussion band
are amongst the varied subjects attempted.

Free activity is very limited due to the complete lack of outdoor
playground.

As in most buildings of this type, the toilet facilities, although
perhaps adequate for occasional use, are unsatisfactory for our pur-
poses. The Health Committee have approved a plan for a new Occu-
pation Centre and purchase of a site is being negotiated. It is hoped
that permission to commence building the Centre will be obtained
in the near future.

The following is an extract from the attendance register —-
Borough County Total

No. of children on the register at 1st January,

1951 PO . NN 1o - T
No. of admissions during the vear ... R B
No. of children who ceased to attend ... ST e S R
No. of children remaining on the register at

31st December, 1051 ... At o AR 1 R
Average daily attendance during the year ... 10 .. I3 .. 23

The limited accommodation has precluded admittance of all cases
in the area and the names of several children have had to be placed

on a waiting list.

CO-ORDINATION OF HEALTH SERVICES.

An excellent degree of co-ordination has been established between
the services of the local authority and the hospital and general
practitioner services in the area. At e¢lected representative level
members of the Health Committee sit on the Hospital Management
Committee and on the Local Executive Council. At officer level the
Medical Officer of Health, although not on the Hospital Management
Committee, is a co-opted member of the Medical Advisory Committee.
He is, however, not represented on the Local Executive Couneil.

A Liaison Committee has been established consisting of lay and
medical representatives of the hospital services at hoth Wigan and
Leigh, lay and medical representatives of the general practitioner
service, and executive council and medical representatives from the
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health authorities served by the two hospitals. This is an extremely
useful committee which meets monthly to discuss outstanding
problems of administration which are brought forward by the various
members,

It may now be assumed that so far as the local health services
are concerned, there exists adequate machinery for co-ordinating the
various interests and the goodwill which is exhibited by the three
major groups augurs well for the future.

(On the other hand the facilities for co-ordination at Regional
level are totally inadequate and without Ministerial direction there
is every chance of their remaining so.
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ADMINISTRATION.

The Local Authority’s functions under the National Assistance
Act, 1948, are administered by the Welfare Services Committee,
which 1s a standing committee of the Council. This Committee has
set up three sub-committees, viz, :—

The Aged and Infirm Sub-Committee (which deals mainly
with the provision of residential and temporary accom-
modation) .

The Blind, Deaf and Dumb Sub-Committee (which deals
with the provision of welfare services for the blind,
deaf and dumb).

The Handicapped Persons Sub-Committee (which deals with
the provision of welfare service for the general handi-
capped classes).

The general administrative duties are carried out by the staff
of the Welfare Services Section of the Health Department, under
the direction of the Mediecal Officer of Health, who is the Chief Exe-
cutive Officer for Welfare Services.

{a) RESIDENTAL ACCOMMODATION.

Accommodation under Part IIT of the National Assistance
Act, 1948 is provided at the Welfare Home, Frog Lane, Wigan.

The committee have, during the past vear, negotiated for
the acquisition of three modern hostels, and the negotiations
were carried to a successful conclusion, and work i1s actually in
progress. Details of each hostel are as follows (—

Douglas Bank Housze—

An existing building, which has been adapted for use as

a hostel bv the alteration of existing amenities, and the

addition of a new wing, to accommodate 31 aged and infirm

persons, plus resident staff. The alterations are now almost
complete, and i1t is expected to open the Home in the near
future.

Norley Hall Hostel—

A completely new building sited on a housing estate in the

Borough, to accommodate 38 aged and infirm persons, plus

resident staff. Provision is made in this building for married

couples. ‘The hostel is expected to be completed in about
one year’s time,
Rockwood, Colwyn Bay.

A residential hostel to accommodate 17 aged and infirm per-

sons, plus resident staff, situated on the North Wales coast.

This 1s an existing building, requiring verv little alteration,

and it is expected to have this hostel open in the near future.
These three hostels will eventually provide accommodation for

86 persons of both sexes, and will go a long way towards realising
the ambition of the Committee, which is to dispense with the out-of-
date accommodation provided at the Welfare Home.

Residential accommodation is provided for those in need, irres-
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pective of their means, and those persons accommodated are asked
to contribute according to their income, as laid down by statute.

Those residents whose only income is derived from Retirement
Pension or Assistance Grant, contribute a minimum of 21/- per week
of this towards the cost of maintenance, which is at present fixed at
£2 165, od. per week. Each resident receives a minimum of 5/- per
week pocket money. Very few of the residents are in a position to
contribute more than the minimum charge from their pension or
grant. The accommodation provided is primarily intended for those
aged persons who by reason of their infirmity cannot adequately care
for themselves, or have no relations or friends who can undertake
this. There are, however, a number of residents who do not come
within this category, and these are mainly the residue of former in-
mates of the Poor Law Institution who continued to stav when Poor
Law ceased to exist.

Some of these residents prove themselves most useful by doing
odd jobs in the Home, which they were accustomed to deing, anfd
for which extra pocket money is now given. The number of resi-
dents who receive extra pocket money in this way is 11,

WELFARE HOME, FROG LANE.

The premises are divided into four main blocks, one of which
is at present occupied by the Regional Hospital Board, the Council
providing common services.

The remaining three blocks are intended to provide accommoda-
tion for g7 males and 35 females, and the allocation of accommodation

is as follows :—

Administration Block—

Accommodation for males. 97 beds in 5 dormitories.
B. Block—

Accommodation for females. 17 beds in 3 dormitories.
C. Block—

Accommodation for females. 18 beds in 1 dormitory.

I'he numbers actually accommodated on the 31st December, 1951,
were 94 males and 34 females.

During the vear, 57 persons were admitted to residential accom-
modation and 43 were discharged.

Recreational facilities available to the residents in the Home,
include adequate day room facilities, library, radio entertainment, a
chapel and regular social functions organised by the f;ta[f and volun-
tary helpers. During the past summer, two coach trips were organ-
ised, one to Fleetwood and one to Southport. In the Autumn, a trip
to the Blackpool Illuminations was held, and at the commencement
of the vear, a trip to a pantomime.

Cigarettes and tobacco for males, and sweets for females, are
issned free of charge to each resident weekly in accordance with the
scale laid down by the Committee.
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Each resident has complete freedom in selecting his own medical
attendant, and enjoys the facilities of the local authority's health
service as though Le were in his own home.

During the year, the programme of redecoration and refurnishing
of the Home, inaugurated in 1950, was continued, and despite the
age and unsatisfactory lay-out of the buildings, a great deal has been
achieved in making the premises more of a home, and less of an
institution.

VOLUNTARY HOMES.

There are no voluntary homes in the Borough providing accom-
modation for aged and infirm persons.

{b) TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION.

The Welfare Services Committee have accepted the responsi-
bility of providing temporary accommodation for persons in urgent
need thereof, and provision for homeless families 1s made at the
Welfare Home, Frog Lane. The situation is most unsatisfactory,
as it is found in practice that families admitted to temporary accom-
modation on account of eviction (who account for gs% of the cases
admitted) make very little effort to find accommodation elsewhere,
and the occupation of the premises made available assumes aimost
that of permanency.

During the vear, 25 families, including 12 males, 25 females and
49 children, were admitted to temporary accommodation. On the
315t Decentber, 1951, 10 families (4 males, 10 females and 15 children)
were in residence. It is of interest to point out that in two cases
only did families succeed in finding suitable alternative accommo-
dation without the aid of either the staff of the Department, (who
had to threaten eviction from the Home unless the alternative accom-

modation were taken) or as a result of the aid of the Housing Com-
mittee.

WELFARE ARRANGEMENTS FOR HANDICAPPED PERSONS.
fa) Blind Welfare.

The local authority is responsible for the welfare of the blind,
and administers its functions through the agency of the Wigan,
Leigh and District Society for the Blind. The authority employ twe
Home Teachers who are seconded to the Society for duty.

Statistics.

The following table shows, in age groups, the number of regis-
tered blind persons resident in the County Borough on the 3ist
December, 1051.

|' - 'I =S = 0 .
01 | 24 | 515|186 m| 50-64 | 65-69 |, 0 | Total
M\ M1‘I‘ a| v || E M Fl‘h‘f ¥ 'd' F"ﬂ F|-.t FI

_l_—\—k———— T ﬂ’i 2 |17 nlm 17 {35 |53 | 186

=4 males ; g2 females ; of whom 143 are over the age of 50 years,
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During the year 1951, 36 persons were examined and 6 persons
were re-examined by the Ophthalmic Surgeon. 18 of these were
certified as Blind, and 16 were placed upon the Observation Register.
2 cases were certified not blind. 5 cases were transferred out of the
area and 2 cases transferred into the area. There were 26 deaths of
registered blind persons.

Workshop Employment.

Workshops for the blind are provided in Darlington Street East,
Wigan. The workshops are owned and maintained by the Wigan
County Borough Council and the Lancashire County Council, and
are adminigtered by a voluntary committee, which has adequate
representation of members of the two authorities.

The tvpes of emplovment and extent of provision available for
Borough cases is as follows :—

Brush Making w4 males.
Basket Making ... ... 4 males,
Mat Making : .. 2 males.
Machine Knitters 'm-:l Lhalr Seatmg 4 females.
Others ; ... T male.

On the 31st December, 1951, there were 12 blind persons from
the County Borough emploved in the workshops.

(b) Partially Sighted Persons.

At the end of 1951, there were 31 persons registered in the
Observation Register. All these people are substantially and per-
manently handicapped by defective vision.

The following table shows the age groups of persons on the
register —

01 | 9 4 [ 5-15 15—20\21 39‘40—49“0 64 Ea-ﬁi}!& 4] | Potat

MlF i M|riM FiM|F M1F|MiF|M F HlF"E F

il

9‘1'1]5 1 1|1‘m,~1_

_|_!__ | ot e e

(c) Children.

One blind, and two partially sighted children, who have been
ascertained 1mdcr the Education Act (Handicapped Pupﬂs and School

Health Service) Regulations 1045, as being in need of special educa-
tional treatment, are being maintained by the authority at St.

Vincent’'s School for the Blind and Partially Sighted, Liverpool.

() Deaf and Dumb.

The welfare of the deaf and dumb has continued to be under-
taken by the Wigan and District Deaf and Dumb Seociety, acting as
agents for the Wigan County Borough Council. There are 78 persons
registered as Deaf and Dumb in thc area of the Council.
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The local headquarters of the Society and club rooms are situated
at 2o Swinley Road, Wigan.

During the year under review, the Ministry of Health issued
their suggestions in the form of Circular 32/51, outlining a scheme
for the provision of welfare services under Section 29 of the National
Assistance Act, 1948, for persons who are deaf or dumb.

The County Borough Council, in December, 1951, submitted
their scheme for such provision to the Minister of Health for his
approval, and it is anticipated that the vear 1952 will see the com-
mencement of a service for the deaf and dumb as comprehensive as
that at present in operation for the blind.

(e} General Handicapped Classes.

Circular 32/51 also contained suggestions for welfare arrange-
ments for general handicapped classes, and the Council have prepared
and submitted for the Minister’s approval, a scheme to serve the
needs of this group. Again it is anticipated that the vear 1952 will
see the commencement of a general welfare service for handicapped
persons other than those who are blind, deaf or dumb.

The Council have to a great extent prepared the way for the
success of this scheme by their foresight in providing two social and
handicraft centres for handicapped persons. These two centres have
been open for some time, and they are situated in the two main
population centres of the town. The premises are open every week
day, and are extréemely well patronised. In addition to handicraft
facilities, each place holds a catering licence, and light refreshments
are served at cost price. The main success of these ventures will, 1
am sure, be shown in the future, in the operation of the scheme for
the welfare of the general handicapped classes. In Wigan, by virtue
of the opening of these centres, contact has alreadyv been established
with those persons in need of a welfare service, and in consequence
the administrative difficulty of registration and assessment of need
is apparent.

REMOVAL OF PERSONS IN NEED OF CARE AND ATTENTION (Sec. 47).

It was not found necessary to take action under this section during
1951,

PROTECTION OF MOVEABLE PROPERTY (Section 48).

One application was received during the vear, requesting the
authority to provide protection of the moveable property of a person
removed to hospital. In this case, the property remained in the
applicant’s home.

BURIAL OF THE DEAD (Section 50).

During the year there were 14 applications to the authority for
action to be taken under Section 50, regm:ding the burial of persons
dying in the area of the Council. The service was provided in 8 cases.



Section V

Sanitary Circumstances
of the Area
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WATER SUPPLY.

The Borough is supplied with water for domestic and trade pur-
poses from the Arley, Worthington and Pemberton impounding
reservoirs, which have a total capacity of 278,000,000 gallons, and
from wells at Nicholson's Pit, Winstanley and Bispham Shaft,
Billinge. In addition to these local sources, bulk supplies of water
are obtained from Manchester Corporation by means of a pipeline
connection to the Thirlmere Aqueduct.

The Corporation also own Reservoirs at Adlington and Pem-
berton, which are used for compensation purposes only, and a
Reservoir at Whitley provides water for induostrial use. A further
source is being developed at Newfoundland Shaft, Adlington, to
assist the Corporation in meeting their compensation water obligations.

The catchment areas feeding the impounding reservoirs are
mainly devoted to agricultural use, and both areas contain farms and
isolated dwellings. The Worthington catchment has suffered due to
sporadic development along the main roads traversing the area.
Constant supervision is necessary to minimise the danger of pollu-
tion, and local improvements are made from time to time at points
of suspected pollution.

Slow sand filters are provided at Worthington, and slow sand
and mechanical filters at Edgewood (for Pemberton water).
Chlorination plants are installed at Boars Head Pumping Station,
Boars Head Water Tower, Edgewood and Bispham. Thus, all water
supplies are chlorinated before distribution, with the exception of
the trade supply from Whitley Reservoir,

Tap samples are taken every month from four dwellings selected
at random in the borough, and are dispatched for chemical and
bacteriological examination. Samples of raw and filtered waters are
also obtained and tested. A few adverse tap samples were reported

during the vear, but local mains flushing and chlorination resulted
in satisfactorv analyvses in later samples.

Typical analvses of the Worthington and Thirlmere, and Fdee-
wood and Nicholson's Pit mixed supplies are given on Page 358,

Advantage had to be taken in the summer months of the seasonal
agreement with Manchester Corporation, whereby the normal supply
of 500,000 gallons per day is supplemented by up to 400,000 gallons
per day. 'The Corporation decided to meet the growing demand for
water by reserving a further 500,000 gallons per dav from the Man-
chester Corporation. On the 1st January, rgs2, the Corporation besan
to take 200,000 gallons of water per day of this reserve. This in-
creased the daily quantity to 700,000 gallons. A
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The approximate average daily consumption for domestic pur-
poses 1s 1,008,000 gallons, representing approximately 22.46 gallons
per head per day for a population of 84,170.

Bulk supplies of water are made to the Orrell U.D.C., and the
Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C., under agreements between the Cor-
poration and the respective Councils. Several dwellings situated on
the Borough boundaries are supplied with water by the Orrell U.D.C.,
and the Billinge and Winstanley U.D.C.

The following diagram, showing the percentages of water supplied
from the various sources is extracted from the report on the Water-
works hy the Borough and Water Engineer.

WATER SUPPLIED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES, 1951-1952,

WORTHINGTON L5.71%
WHITLEY

C 0 Lb%

ISH'I%H

EDGEWOOD
211, 52%

(Edgewood and Bispham quantities include water
pumped from Nicholsons Pit)
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TYPICAL ANALYST’S REPORT OF WATER SAMPLES
TAKEN IN 1951.

PHYSICAL BISPHAM—
CHARACTERS THIRLMERE NICHOLSON
Results expressed in A elear and Colour- A clear and colour-
parts per 100,000, less water free from less water free from
odour and deposit. odour and deposit.
p.H. 7.4 p.H. 7.0

ANALYTICAL REPORTS.

Total saline matter in solution ... 4.4 37.6
Non volatile (mineral) solids —— —

Loss on ignition (organic and
volatile matter) — —

Matters in suspension — --

Nature of ditto — —
Total hardness 2.0 21.0
Temporary hardness 1.6 12.2
Permanent hardness 0.4 8.8
Combined chlorine .... 0.0 2.9
Toxic metals Nil. Nil.
Ammoniacal nitrogen e, DL Nil.
Albuminoid nitrogen 0.001 ... 0.003
Nitrous nitrogen (nitrites) .... Nil. Nil.
Nitric nitrogen (nitrates) . 0.04 - 0.16
Oxvygen abanbed in 3 hrmrs

at 26.7° c. i 0.042 . 0.021

BACTERIOLOGICAL REPORT.

Probable number of coliform
bacilli MacConkey 2z days
37° C. (per 100 M1) Nil. Nil.
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RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The River Douglas and the streams running into it are the
natural means of draining the Borough.

The River is badly polluted before entering the Borough and a
certain amount of pollution occurs within.

The River Douglas is under the control of the Lancashire Rivers
Board who are constantly engaged in work of dredging and straight-
ening of the River. Improvements in the course of the River have
recently been made, particularly in the region of Gillibrand Bridge.

The Lancashire Rivers Board also clean the river, remove sludge,
c., from the bed, as required.

DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE, SCAVENGING AND REFUSE
DISPOSAL.

Practically the whole of the Borough is sewered and drained.

The sewage is conducted from the town by two main outfall
sewers, 27 inches and 36 inches diameter, to the Sewage Disposal
Works at Hoscar, which are seven miles distant. Before leaving the
town the sewage passes through two detritus tanks and also through
coarse and fine screens, and at this point the storm water is diverted
from the outfall sewers and is conveved to the storm water treatment
works at Pemberton.

Alumino-ferric is added to the sewage at Hoscar, which
then passes through Preliminary and Secondary Settling Tanks and a
battery of circular revolving percolating filters. The effluent from the
filters before it is discharged to the River Douglas is passed through
humus tanks.

I am indebted to the Borough Engineer, Mr. G. Keighley, for
the following figures :—

During the vear 1951, the following amounts of sewage have been
treated at the Hoscar Moss and Pemberton Sewage Works :—

Pemberton Storm Water Works ... .. 543,555,000 gallons
Hoscar Bacteria Beds a1, T41,052,000 .
Hosecar Drainage Area s 295,463,000
Total sewage treated ....1,080,070,000 ,,
Total solids, detritus tanks and screen

chambers, Pemberton ... 3,344 tons
Total dried sludge recovered 2,308 .
Weight of dried sludge per million gallnns

of sewage A s

Rainfall for year ... 35.87 inches
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PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Mr. W. Smiith, the Director of Public Cleansing, has supplied the
following particulars :—

Refuse Collection and Disposal.—The collection of drv house
refuse and trade refuse is carried out by both horse and mechanical
transport, working as separate units, and by the Pagefield container
?}rﬁtem, and the percentage of refuse collected by each svstem is as
MHIOWS ‘=—

Horse 18 per cent.
Pagefield container ... i
Mechamcal vehicles .... Y

71 per cent .of the refuse collected is disposed of by tipping.

Nightseil and Pail Refuse.—The refuse (510 tons) is disposed of
direct to farmers as manure. All pails are washed and disinfected
after each collection.

Trade Refuse. —I'ixed charges were introduced on November, 1st,
1950, for the removal of this refuse. The shops and business premises
in the town centre have a daily collection.

Sgo tons of trade refuse was delivered at the tipping site by private
traders and contractors.

A scale of charges, in accordance with vehicle capacity, is
operated.

Gully Cleansing.—During the vear, 17,467 gullies were emptied.

Public Conveniences.—The following conveniences and urinals
are maintained and cleansed by the department :(—

2 public conveniences for ladies and gents, with attendants.
'4 LR i (X ] 'ﬂ?ithﬂut a8

iy

26, public urinals.

All urinals are cleansed and inspected twice per day, including
Sundays.

General.—The quantity of refuse dealt with by Refuse Disposal
Plant during the vear 1951 was 7,443 tons, 1‘11:1(1 the quantity hppcgd
was 18,653 tons. The Corporation have now introduced a Dust Bin
Renewal Scheme, as a direct rate charge, equal to the product of 1d.
rate—41,860.

During the vear, 1,048 bins were renewed, and 208 sold to pro-
perties not included in the scheme.

123,835,000 square vards of street have been swept during the
year,

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.
The estimated number of water closets in t]le Bn{m:lgh was 28,204,
waste water closets &7, pail closets 51, and privy middens 39.
The majority of pail closets and privy middens are attached to
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houses unfit for human habitation or premises where the drainage
catinot be connected to the sewer,

Omn April 1st, 1926 the Local Authority inaugurated a scheme for
the conversion of waste water closets to closets on the water carriage
syvstem with proper flushing apparatus and if this work was carried
out to the satisfaction of the Local Authority a grant of £5 was made
towards the cost of each conversion. Since that date, 934 closets have
been converted.

This scheme is still in operation and in all cases where notices
have been served for foul or defective waste water closets the owner
or agent has been advised to convert them to closets on the water
carriage system, During the vear the Local Authority grant was
increased to £10, and it is to be hoped that the effect of this incentive
will be to speed conversion of waste water closets.

SANITARY INSPECTION.

Mr. John Ashton, Chief Sanitary Inspector, submits the following
remarks with a summary of work done by the Sanitary Inspectors :—

The sanitary inspection of the district has been carried out during
the vear with a full establishmment of inspectors.

During the months of October, November and December, the
inspectorial staff were busy investigating complaints of defective roofs
and other nuisances associated with the weather experienced at that
time.  Numerous notices were served on owners and agents of pro-
perties in respect of these defects, but the continued inclement weather
prevented prompt action being taken to abate these nuisances.

It must be borne in mind that many complaints are received
which on further investigation are found not to constitute statutory
nuisances, and it is extremely difficult on occasions to convince the
persons concerned of this fact.

Although many nuisances were abated after the service of Statu-
tory Notices, it was necessary to institute legal proceedings in 17
cases for non-compliance with notices.

Owing to the continued housing shortage it is necessary to
repair as many houses as possible, or at least take steps to make them
weatherproof. Many of these dwellings are in such a condition that
thev are definitely sub-standard property and the repairs required to
put them in a state, fit for human habitation are so costly that owners
are very reluctant to undertake the work.

Manv complaints have been received of dangerous houses and
these have been referred to the Borough Engineer for action to he
taken. In some cases the necessary work has been carried out, but
in other instances the dwellings have become so dangerous and con-
tained so many other sanitary defects that it was considered that they
could not be put in a state fit for human habitation at reasonable
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expense and were reported to the Health (Insanitary Houses) Sub-
committee. Details of the work carried out during the vear are out-
lined in the body of the report.

Visits were paid to the prefabricated bungalows on the Laith-
waite Estate and comprehensive reports were submitted dealing with
the complaints of condensation and dampness existing there.

On the Ist November, 1951, the Rag Flock and Other Filling
Materials Act came into operation. This requires the licensing of
premises where rag flock is manufactured and stored, keeping of
records of cleanliness, sampling, etc.

Close co-operation has been maintained between the Health De-
partment and the Ministry of Food in connection with the issue by
them of new catering licences. Most licences were concerned with
the sale of snacks and beverages, whilst others were for full catering
facilities, At the request of the Ministry, inspections have been
made at premises, the owners of which have made applications for
licences. In cases where the required standards were not observed,
advice was given by the inspectors as to the nnprm ements and ﬂ]tﬂt"l-
tions necessarv before we could recommend the issue of a licence.
In the majority of cases these requirements were carried out, but in
others, the cost was not considered worth-while and the applications
were cancelled.

We have also been consulted by the staff of the Borough Engineer’s
Department who have submitted to us plans relating to the con-
struction or re-construction of kitchens at cafes and restaurants and
other premises where food is prepared. This co-operation is very
important andl greatly appreciated as it tends to considerably improve
the hygienic conditions so necessary in food preparing premises.

In the body of the report are set out the many and varied duties
carried out by the inspectorial staff.

SUMMARY OF WORK UNDERTAKEN DURING THE YEAR

Houses and premises inspected and visited re¢ nuisances

and complaints e 2625
Re-visits to nuisances o
Other visits made .... e e TERTE
Visits to premises (testing uf ilrannﬂe] sl
Nuisances discovered e 0500

L abated A o SITE
Notices issued {prelunnﬂﬂ'}l e SETAE

A (formal) ... e 700
Letters issued re nuisances e 1080
Visits re bmlchnp; licences . e MY
Visits to premises 7€ Housing Act BT
Re-visits to premises ¢ Housing Act ... - I44
Visits r¢ infectious disease dad, Ry
Visits to slaughterhouses e TIED

Visits re offensive trades 12
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Visits to markets e RO
o butchers and other food Eth-, i XTI
T cowsheds 10
i dairies ... - 18g
o milkshops .. 30
e ice cream premises ... Gn  L4E
5»» ¢ Conversions 2 ; 46
.» to prefabricated bungalt}us e 117
i bakehouses 5 57
o comimon l::-dgmg hr.:-I.Ises 43
8 houses let-in-lodgings 12
! factories e T48
= workshops I
o offices ..., 6
3% places of enl:erhmmcut 19
i caravans 31
o caravans on fmrgrnund 56
= canal boats 4
Visits ¢ means of escape in case nf fire .. 14
i rats and mice—dwellings e B700
o o other premlqr:q e 105765
i sm-:}l-.e abatement 41
No. of shops observations [-:Iay} 68
No. of visits to shops under Shops Act ... e 278
Visits re Poisons Acts 3
Visits to premises re dpplmﬂtmnq fﬂl‘ tenﬂncv of
Council houses et RS0

Samples Obtained :

Food and Drugs e LBdn
Water, Milk and Ice-cream ['fﬂr h'lcl:crmluglﬁl
exammatum] aa aby
Fertilisers and feeding 5t11ﬂ'5 R Ly T1
Rag flock 2

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Although some improvement has been effected by the visits of
inspectors to factories and the assistance and co-operation of owners
of these premises, the nuisance from smoke still continues to cause
the department some concern. Visits have been paid by the inspectors
with a view to impressing upon the owners of the premises and their
staffs the need for constant vigilance in an endeavour to reduce the
emission of black smoke from their chimneys.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES AND HOUSES LET-IN-LODGINGS

These premises have been visited regularly by the inspectors and
onlv informal action has been necessary in cases where contravention of
the Byve-laws has been observed. Omne lodging house was condemned
during the yvear owing to its dangerous condition,
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Common Loncmne Houses.

No. of common lodging houses in the Borough B 5
v lodgers allowed nightly ... e 220
«w  Visits e 43

HousEs-LET-IN-LODGINGS.
No. of houses on register 3
s Visits 12
OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The offensive trade premises in the borough comprise : 1 fell-
monger, 1 fat boiler, 1 gut scraper and fat boiler, 1 tripe boiler and
I gut scraper.

Visits have been paid by the inspectors to these premises and

it is interesting to note that no complaints were received during
the year.

THE RAG FLOCK AND OTHER MATERIALS REGULATIONS, [95l.

No sample was taken during the year.

CANAL BOATS ACT, 1877 AND 1884, AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936.

No. of boats registered at Wigan and still in use or

available 14
., 1lnspections 4
. letters sent out re defects 2

FACTORIES ACT, 1937

Routine visits have been paid to factories and in cases where
contraventions of the Act have been discovered, letters have been
addressed to the owners of the premises and in the majority of cases
no further action was necessary.

Complaints received from H.M. Inspector of Factories, have
also received attention and as in the past it is pleasing to record the
close co-operation existing between the two departments.

Again we have had great assistance from the Fire Service in the
decisions we have to make regarding means of escape in case of fire,
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Certificates granted for adequate means of escape in

case of fire .. 2

Revision of certificates for adequate means of escape in
case of fire ... . 2
Defective or unsatisfactory means of escape ... 3
Letters sent out 3
Work done ... 2
No. of factories on register TR T
»»  bakehouses on register .... 3
,»  Visits to factories .... e XS
. visits to bakehouses ... A R ¥ e Se S
»»  building sites and other works ...

The following defects were dealt with :—

Unsuitable or defective sanitary accommodation ... 14

Require limewashing or cleansing 8

Inadequate ventilation

Other offences 2
25

Bd
Y]

No. of defects remedied ....
.»  notices received from H.M. Inspector ....
underground bakehouses being used ...

L L0 =

R

SHOPS ACT, 19560,

Many visits have been paid to the shops in the Borough and close
attention given to the sanitary conditions existing there. ‘L'he general
cleanliness of shops, particularly those where food 1s sold, is of vital
importance and the inspectors have spared no effort in an endeavour
to impress upon the owners of these premises the necessity for regular
cleansing of utensils, counters, floors, ete., and the washing of hands,
particularly after the use of the toilet.

The majority of shops in the Borough still close earlier than re-
quired by the shops Act. Few complaints have been received of
contraventions of the Act during the year with regard to hairdressers,
particularly the ladies section, and it has been stressed in previous
reports of the difficulties experienced with regard to closing at these

premises.
No. of shops on register ... e 1840
visits and observations ... CE R

nr
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REPORT OF OFFENCES.

Sanitary accommodation not separate for sexes

I
Unclean condition of sanitary accommodation .... 1
Insufficient sanitary accommodation —
Unsuitable or defective sanitary accommodation I
Provision of suitable accommodation for meals .... -
Provision of suitable washing facilities .... 6
Insufficient ventilation I
Cleanliness of shop premises 5 5
Provision of seating accommodation for f{.male staﬁ —
Defective structure of shop fabric 2
Letters sent out 7¢ contraventions Q

PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT, 1933.
No. of ‘' Listed Sellers '’ on register A0T e
,» Vvisits to registered premises ... 3

PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT.

In addition to the ordinary routine inspections of these premises,
we have been requested to carry out a special inspection before the
annual renewal of licences. It has been found that we have little
cause for complaint and if anv contravention has been observed, in-
formal action only has been found necessary.

RODENT CONTROL.

In addition to the routine search, many requests have been re-
ceived to carry out disinfestation at schools, canteens, dwelling houses,
ete, Private dwellings still continue to receive free treatment, except
where defective drains are at fault, but business and other premises
are charged for the work executed.

Disinfestation has been carried out at tips and at the Sewage
Works, Hoscar Moss. It should be emphasised that rats and inice
can be a great danger, particularly in food premises and it is incum-
bent upon all owners or occupiers of premises and dwellings to report:
their presence to the Health Department so that the necessary
measures may be taken to disinfest the premises concerned.

During the vear, 8¢ premises were reported to be infested with
rats and 21 were still under observation from complaints received in
1950. 42 premises were still under observation and 68 premises were
reported as cleared at 3ist December, 1951. 103 complaints of mice
infestation were received during the year and on the 3j1st December,
1951, 77 premises had been cleared and 26 still under observation.
Orders were signed by occupiers of infested premises to carry out pre-
baiting and poisoning and these, in the main, proved successful.
Second orders were obtained if there was any sign of infestation after
a first treatment. The estimated kill was o72 (bodies found 138)
rodents : this includes trapping.
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A survey of the sewers was carried out and manholes were treated

twice during the vear :
( Total number of manholes in foul and connected systems, 1,185).
Treatment No. | Treatment No, 2

1. Bait base and poison used : Sausage rusk & Bread rusk and
zine phosphate, arsenie.
2. Number of manholes baited ... bos 640

3. Number of manholes showing
prebait take ...

4. Number of manholes showing
complete prebait take (on
one or both days) ... 10} 8g

Number of manholes test-
baited in conjunction with
this treatment and not in-
cluded in No. 2z above 190 196

Two campaigns were carried out at the Hoscar Sewage Works,
with the following results :—

109 120

Poison points laid ... 08
Poison points taken 38

The Rodent Control Operators made a total of 17,446 visits
throughout the year.

The Workable Area Committee representing Wigan and the sur-
rounding districts has met on several occasions during the year. This
Committee serves a very useful purpose and tends to greater co-
operation between the various local authorities in the area.
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GENERAL,

Housing Accommodation, as at jist December, 1951 —

No. of dwelling houses . 22,322

No. of business premises with llvmg ar::cmm]mdatlun S
23,303

No. of dwelling houses erected in 1951 :—

Bv Local Authority 202

By Private Enterprise ... 19

The housing situation in the Borough is still acute and many
would-be tenants call at the office to press their claim with the Chief
Sanitarv Inspector, both on overcrowding and medical grounds.

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR :

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected (for
housing defects under Public Health or
Housing Acts) iee: 250D

(b) Number of re-inspections made ... e 8641

(2) Number of dwelling-houses found to be 1n a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation 40

(3) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under preceding sub-head) found not to
be in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation 2454

INSANITARY HOUSES.

The dangerous and defective condition of many houses in the
Borough is giving the department cause for concern. Many dwellings
are in such a state that they are rapidly reaching the stage when they
are bevond repair at reasonable expense, Notices are served under
the Public Health Act, to repair roofs and spouts and generally keep
the houses weatherproof but owing to the age of some of the property,
constant attention to these defects is required in many cases. With
the long list of applications for Council houses on overcrowding and
medical grounds the time appears to be far distant when slum clear-
ance on a large scale can be undertaken.

It has been found necessary to report to the Health (Insanitary
Houses) Sub-committee on the insanitary condition of 35 houses.
Demolition Orders were made on 31 houses and in one case the owner
of a dwelling, submitted a specification which was approved bv the
committee to render the house fit for human habitation.
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It is the practice to report only houses which are in a dangerous
condition in addition to the existence of serious defects. In this
connection it is pleasing to note the assistance extended to us by the
Borough Engineer’s Department in placing at our disposal reports
on property where dangerous conditions are suspected by the District
sanitary Inspector.

Due to the increasing number of houses being reported to the
Comumittee as insanitary dwellings, it has been found difficult to re-
house the tenants within a reasonable time. In many of these dwell-
ings dangerous conditions exist and it is vitally important that they
should be demolished as soon as possible. As time goes on it will
no doubt be necessary to report more dwellings for consideration by
the committee and consequently the question of re-housing the tenants
is one of urgency.

CONTROL OF CIVIL BUILDING—DEFENCE REGULATION 56 A.

During the vear the free limit of £ioo was still in operation.
The local authority have remained responsible for the issue of licences
to carry out work above the limit allowed at private dwellings, the
Ministry of Works for business premises. ‘The Department is re-
ponsible for the issue of certificates to obtain timber for eavesgutters,
floorboards, ete.

No. of licences issued during the vear ... i el
No. of certificates issued to obtain eavesgutter, floor
hoards, ete. e OF3

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS TAKEN DURING THE YEAR:

In 17 cases it was necessary to Issue summonses against persons
for non-compliance with abatement notices :

5 of these summonses were withdrawn as the work was
either completed or almost completed.

12 nuisance orders were made by the Court for the work to
be carried out within periods varving from 7 days to 1 month.






Section VII

Inspection and
Supervision of Food
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MILK SUPPLY.

MILK SUPPLY : FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938, AND MILK AND
DAIRIES REGULATIONS, 1949.

There are five premises in the Borough where milk is heat treated
and routine visits were paid by the inspectors and samples obtained
twice per month from each plant for bacteriological examination.
Verv few adverse reports have been received and generally speaking
the keeping quality and efficient pasteurisation of the milk have been
maintained at a good standard. Samples of milk from shops, carts
on the street, and at point of delivery to dairies were taken and sub-
mitted to the Public Analvst.

No. of wisits to cowsheds 10
2 dairies “we 109
- milkshops 30

No. of dealers licensed for the sale of sterilised
milk e A0

o licensed for the sale of pasteurised
milk s XED

i licensed for the sale of tuberculin
tested milk 27
i as dealer (pasteuriser) S

. dealer (Steriliser) ...

No. of persons registered as distributors of milk 417
No. of premises registered as dairies .... e A

During the vear, 156 samples were taken for the purpose of testing
the amount of foreien matter contained in milk intended for sale in

the Borough.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK.

133 samples of milk were submitted for bacteriological examina-
tion. 115 samples were pasteurised milk, 6 tuberculin tested
{pasteurised) and 12 sterilised.

In 4 samples the Methylene Blue test was void because the maxi-
mum atmospheric shade temperature was over 65°F,

12 samples of sterilised milk were submitted to the Turbidity
Test and were found to be satisfactory.

11 samples of raw milk were submitted for the T.B. Inoculation
Test and tuberculous infection was present in one of these.
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ICE CREAM.
MANUFACTURERS AND PREMISES.

At the end of the year, 5 premises were registered for the manu-
facture of ice cream.

The control of ice eream premises has become an important branch
of our work and visits were paid regularly to premises where ice cream
is manufactured. Samples were obtained and submitted to the Public
Health Laboratorv for bacteriological examination and graded as
follows :(—

Grade 1. 44 ] Grades 1 and 2, 54 samples, are recognised as
10

Grade 2. satisfactory.
Grade 3. 5 Grades 3 and 4, ¢ samples, are considered
Grade 4. 4 unsatisfactory.

Samples are obtained at fairly frequent intervals so as to ensure
a high degree of bacterial purity of any manufactured product. As
15 the usual practice, further samples were taken on the receipt of
adverse reports and it must be stressed that every assistance and co-
operation was extended to us by the owners of premises when in-
vestigating and endeavouring to discover the reason for these adverse
reports.

It should be emphasised again that personal cleanliness and wash-
ing of hands after the use of the sanitary conveniences 1s very im-
portant as also is the provision of clean overalls.

The Food Standards (Ice Cream) Order, 1¢51, came into force
during the vear. It prescribes the following :—Ice Cream to contain
not less than 5% fat, 10% sugar and 7%% milk solids other than
fat. An alternative standard for ice cream containing fruit pulp or
fruit puree and a special standard for Parev (Kosher) ice sold under
that description.

6 samples of ice cream were submitted to the Public Analyst
and these were found to be satisfactory.

RETAILERS.

The number of premises registered for the sale of ice cream on
31st December, 1951, was 173.

FRIED FISH SHOPS.

83 shops in the Borough carry on the trade of fish frying.
Routine visits have been paid to the shops. Complaints are rare and

generally speaking the businesses are conducted in a satisfactory
manner.
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REGISTRATION OF PURVEYORS OF MEAT AND
PREMISES.

The number of premises registered is 77.

These premises have been visited by the Inspectors and in the
main there has been little cause for complaint.

Vans conveying meat to the shops have been found to be kept
reasonably clean, but there are occasions when the attention of the
persons carrying the meat has had to be called to the fact that they
had no head covering, or that their caps and overalls were in an un-
clean condition.

EXAMINATION OF WATER.

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS.

During the year 48 routine samples of water were sent to the
Public Analyst for examination.

The results of these examinations, expressed in averages, are

given below :— Parts per 100,000
| Bispham and Edgewood and A - Worthington
Nicholson’s ' Nicholson’s Thirlmere and
Pit Pit | Thirlmere
Parts per 100,000 | Parts per 100,000 | Parts per 100,000 | Parta per LG, 000
Temporary Hardness | 12.0 [ 121 1.5 4.5
Permanent Hardness 0.5 : 0.2 1.1 7.7
Total Hardness 21.5 | 213 { 2.6 | 122
Combined Chlorine 1 2.9 | 2.9 0.9 ' 1.5
Ammoniacal Nitrogen — | — — | -—
Albuminoid Nitrogen 1 0.003 0.004 0.002 | 0.005
Nitrogen as Nitrites — — — —
Mitrogen as Nitrates 0.143 0.135 0.044 0.116
Oxygen absorbed
(in 3 hrs. at 37°C.) 0.024 0.041 0.046 0.078
PH Value 7.1 1.0 7.3 7.3

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.

During the vear, 6o routine samples of water were sent to the
Public Health I;ihnrqtnrx Manchester, for examination, The results
of 8 of these examinations were 11115:1ti5f:1ct0r},f, and, in consequence,
25 further samples were taken, g of which failed to reach the usual
standard.

1 other sample of water was taken at point of entry to the Tower
Field reservoir.

There is no part of the Borough dependant upon standpipes for a
supplv.
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MEAT INSPECTION.

There are still 6 slaughterhouses in use in the Borough. 3 are

uaed for the purpose of Killing cattle, calves, sheep and pigs, and

3 for the slaughter of pigs only. These premises arc visited daily
fnr the purpose of examination of the meat killed therein.

There is no improvement in the conditions existing at the 3
slaughterhouses in the Scholes area and the guestion of the erection
of a public abattoir to serve Wigan, Leigh and Bolton is still in
obevance.

During the year a deputation representing the Wigan Corporation,
attended at the Ministry of Food in Guildford and pressed strongly
the claim that a public abattoir should be built within the County
Borough of Wigan. Several sites have been suggested and forwarded
to the Ministry, but they have all been rejected as unsuitable.
Although it is felt that Wigan by virtue of its size and importance,
and the fact that it supplies a large area with meat is entitled to
have a public abattoir within the Borongh, there appears to be little
hope of this as the Ministry favour a country area situated in a position
central to the 3 Boroughs concerned.

The butchers shops have been visited by the Inspectors as a
routine duty and special visits have been paid at the request of the
occupiers for the purpose of examining food and if necessary issuing
a certificate of condemnation. Vans purveving meat through the
strects for sale by retail have also been inspected and although kept
clean this method of retailing meat is unhvgienic as the food is open
to contamination by dust, etc., and to handling by members of the
public.

It has been the practice for some vears to send condemned meat
to a local fat-melter for manufacturing purposes only and this is
still in operation.

No. of visits to slangnterhoises Sl ETED
. ¥y markets cones 27 D6
% " butchers’ and other food xlmpq e 1772
., certificates issued (condemned food) ... R i L

CARCASES EXAMINED DURING THE YEAR 1951.

Cattle
exc. | Cows | Calves| Pigs | Sheep || Total
Cows I l
| e ; — [l o] | ST
Carcases examined 6058 | 4284 | 2396 |11243 | 23384 i 47065
Carcases totally condemned ... 16 | 155 32 | 106 | 6 315
. .
Percentage totally condemned ... 0.24 | 3.62 | 1.34 | 0.94 0.03 | 0.66
Il
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The following meat and offal from the Ministry of Food slaughter-
houses was surrendered and destroved, or sold for manufacturing

purposes, during the vear 19571 :

| l OrraL CONDEMNED, Ly Al
Whale | : ¥ :
Forr e O BT R & 0 (5 A B
u-?)ﬁ:l Con- | ™= | E| £ | = § E | 5 lé& ﬂ
Con- lemmea| 8 | 5| 2 | 8 | E E.E"E = g‘:
da:mm,'ﬂl vl (e B s | s E | @ | L = EH
Affected with | ' : —
Tuberculosis : | | -
Cattle (exc. cows) ... 14 9 2321 723| 155 12 | 27 | 59 {112 i 6| — | 41
Cows ... 148 | 77 1852 335 45 160 200 360 | 11 | 2 264
Calves 5= = lsl=l==lsl=l=]lsl=
Pigs 81| 28 354 | 215343 93 (28| 1 | — | 1|— |63
" e S S [l B ) s |anl e e | Y ) | iy, i
Affected with other | ke i
Diseases, etc.: | l !
Cattle (exc. cows)...], 2 | — |27|5221723/30| 8|11 |11 |33|—| 2
5 T ‘ 1 24 | 2502275 50 | 14 63 | 18 (203 |792 | 3
Calves 27 —_ R e e
Pigs 251 2 |—= ll?f:-l 185243 [ e P 39 | 50 | 82
Sheep (3} | 1 3 ?E:IE:B 17 i=i=l= ==l
315 ll 118 13¢9i14335i5335-¢92 i315 334 504 293 [844 |455
SUMMARY OF OTHER FOOD CONDEMMNED, 1951,
Imported Meat 314 lbs.
Other Meat and Offal 2,441 lbs.
Sausages 5 lbs.
Bacon % 12 lbs.
Canned ‘I»Ieat 1,327
Fish ... 5,110 lbs.
Canned Fish ... 266
Fruit ... 61o 1bs.
Canned Prult 2,283
Vegetables ... goy lbs.
Canned Vegetables 1,326
Cheese : 46 1bs.
Rabbits 351
Butter 112 lbs.
Canned M:lL 1,533
Canned Jam 155
Canned Soup .... 280
Packages of other food I,525
Other canned or bottled foods 243
Fowl 22
Cooking Fat 6g Ibs.
Eggs 650
Cream 6 gallons

All food condemned, other than meat, is destroved at the Frog

Lane Depit.
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MARKETS.

Daily wvisits are paid to the markets where fish and fruit are sold
bv wholesale and retail.

As far as the fruit stalls are concerned it is not only necessary
to ensure that fruit is sold to the customer in a fresh and wholesome
condition, but attention has also to be paid to the proper marking
with the countryv of origin, etc., in accordance with the Merchandise
Marks Act.

FOOD AND DRUGS (ADULTERATION) ACT, 1938.

During the vear, 247 samples of milk and various other foods
obtained under the above act were submitted to the Public Analvst for
examination.

SAMPLES TAKEN DURING 196l.

Samples regarded as adulterated
Total below standard or otherwise not
Num ber complying with the prescribed
Articles | Analysed requirements

Number

| Percentage
| [
| |

i

Cake ... L
Canned Fruit
Cheese ... | .
Coffes _. |
Cooking Fat .. |
Custard Powder
Dried Peas s
Fish Paste ...
Fn .. ES
Ice Cream ...

Marmalade @ ..
Meat Pies s
" 5 A T S 15
Pepper
Bom -
Salad Dressing.... |
Sausage i
Sardines bl
Syip . a- ,
'{;l::a. EE -
inegar el |
Whisky..... I |
' i
!

TOTAT. ... | 247 21 | 8.5

8 AT T

'—I.
[
0

ﬂé
=1
)
b e B B S B b B S e e S S B OBD BD RS R S e e S

* Action taken in regard to 20 adulterated samples iz given on page 80.
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ACTION TAKEN IN REGARD TO ADULTERATED SAMPLES.

No. of Sample
Article Exter. w Action taken
Informal | Formal adulteration
Milk 15 Deficient in non-fatty solids | Analyst advised no
to extent of 3.5 %,. action.
Milk 18 Deficient in non-fatty solids | Analyst advised no
to extent of 2,3 %, action,
Milk 19 Deficient in non-fatty solids | Analyst advised no
| to extent of 3.5%. action.
Milk 26 Deficient in milk fat to | Formal samples Nos.
| extent of 10%;. 31 and 32 taken.
Milk 27 I Deficient in non-fatty solids | Analyst advised no
| to extent of 1.1. %, action.
Milk 28 Deficient in milk fat to | Formal samples tak-
! extent of 8.6%,. en. Found genuine,
Milk 30 | Deficient in non-Tfatty solids | Analyst advised no
to extent of 2.3%. action.
Milk 31 Deficient in non-fatty sulid"l
to extent of 2.3%,. Maturally deficient.
r Analyst advised no
Milk 32 [ Deficient in non-fatty solid | | action.
| to extent of 3.5%.
Milk 65 I Deficient in milk fat to | Formal samples Nos.
| extent of 6%, | 69 and 70 taken.
Milk 69 g‘:ﬁ:}ﬂg; lgﬁf,m'tk fat tn]! Maturally deficient,
o i
Milk 70 | Deficient in milk fat to {| Analyst advised no
: | extent of 25%, AR
1
Milk 78 Deficient in milk fat to | Naturally deficient.
| extent of 3.3%. Analyst advised no
. | | action,
Milk 134 | Adulterated with 8.0% | Formal samples Nos.
extraneous water. ! 150 and 151 taken.
Milk 150. | Adulterated with 10.9%, )
extraneous walter. | Fined £10 in each
Milk 151 Adulterated with 7.1%; {| case.
extrancous water, J1
Milk 182 Adulterated with 5.0%;, r Fined £5.
extraneous water |
Milk 198 Adulterated with 52,29 Partners gach fined
extraneous water, £20 and £1 costs,
Milk 199 | Deficient in non-fatty solids | Analyst advised no
| to extent of 2.2%. | action.
Milk 200 | Adulterated with 177, Fined £5 and £1
| extraneous waler. COSLS,
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FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT, 1926.

6 samples of fertiliser and 5 samples of feeding stuffs were
obtained and submitted to the Agricultural Analyst. It will be seen
from the Analyst’s report that they complied with the statutory state-
ment within the limits of variation except in the case of 2 samples to
which the Analyst makes reference in his annual report on page Sz2.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ANALYST.

The Borough Analyst, Mr. S. E. Melling, M.Sc.(Hon.) F.R.1.C.,
submits the following report of the work carried out during the vear
ending 3rst December, 1951 :—

CHEMICAL LABORATORY,
350, The Clff,
Higher Broughton,
Manchester, 7.

6th May, 1952.

The Public Analyst has the honour briefly to summarize the work
for which he is responsible to the Health and Water Departments of
the Corporation during the twelve months ended 31st December, 1g571.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Total number of foods and drugs analysed ... e 24T

Number adulterated, below standard, or otherwise not
complying with prescribed requirements ... 2

Percentage so reported against ... 8.5

" The only samples reported against were 20 samples of milk and
1 of tinned red cherries.

The Sale of Milk Regulations, 193y, states that genuine milk
{until the contrary is proved) contains 8.5% of non-fatty solids and
1.0% of fat. On this basis 8 samples were naturally deficient in non-
fatty solids to the extent of 3.5% (4 cases), 2.3% (2 cases), 2.2% and
1.19%, and the result of the Freezing Point (1dorvet) test showed that
the deficiencies were not due to the presence of added water. 6
samples were deficient in fat to the extent of 3.3, 6.6, 10.0 (2 casss),
16.6 and 25% respectively.

6 milks were adulterated with extrancous water. After an in-
formal sample had been found to contain 8% of water, 2 formal
samples were taken from the same source, and they were adulterated
to the extent of 10.0 ang 7.1% respectivelv. Two appeal to cow
samples were then taken which were, of course, genuine milk, although
there was a very slight deficiency in non-fatty solids in one. The
remaining 3 samples were adulterated to the extent of 5, 17 (No. 200)
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and 52.2 (No. 198) per cent. respectively. 6 appeal to cow samples
were taken in respect of the two latter milks, and were of good quality,
particularly those from the source of No. 1¢8, which corresponded
with that vielded by a Channel Islands breed of cow. Adulteration
to the extent of 52.2%, which means, of course, the presence of up-
wards of half a gallon of added water in a gallon of the milk veuded,
is the worst case recorded during vour Analyst’s period of office of
fortv-six vears. Little wonder the sample was referred to in another
place as one of water adulterated with milk rather than vice versa !

Of the remaining samples of milk all were of satisfactory quality
. and freedom from preservatives and artificial colouring matter was
maintained throughout.

The sample of tinned cherries was submitted after complaints
had been made that they were objectionable in odour and taste. The
tin was sound and the contents appeared fresh. A bacteriological
examination and examination for toxic metals, including tin, gave
negative results, and nothing of a harmmful nature was found. It was
agreed, however, that the cherries had a slightly sour and metallic
taste, and for this subjective reason an adverse report was issued.

6 samples of ice cream complied with the order which came into
force on March 1st, 1951, and requires a content of no less than 5%
of fat, 10% of sugar aud 7.5% of milk solids other than fat. The
proof spirit content of 2 samples each of whisky, gin and rum was in
order, and all the remaining samples of food were of genuine com-
mercial composition and of sound quality.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT, 1926.

During the year, 6 samples of fertilisers and 5 samples of feeding
stuffs were submitted for examination to check the statutory state-
ments attached to the conditions of sale.

The fertilisers were : Grass and Grain Manure, Superior Top
Dressing Manure, Complete Fertilisers, Potato Fertiliser, Grass Ferti-
liser and Excelnitre Fertiliser.

The sample of Grass and Grain Manure contained 1.65% more
insoluble phosphoric acid than was stated in the statutory statement,

and this excess is greater than the tolerance allowed by the limits of
variation.

The feeding stuffs comprised : Cattle Nuts No. 1, Milk Cake-
lettes, National Pig Food No. 1, Dairy Meal and Battery Pellets
No. 1A. ;

The sample of Cattle Nuts No. 1, contained an excess of oil,
greater than that allowed by the limits of variation, of 0.84%. The
remaining samples were in order,
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WATER SUPPLY.

A very close control was exercised each month and a full chemical
analysis, complementary to the bacteriological examination, was
carried out of the main supplies. The high degree of organic purity
of the Thirlmere water is beneficial to the bulked supply from Warth-
ington, and as far as purity for potable use is concerned, there was
consistent evidence of a satisfactory quality of output to the consumer.
Again, the Pemberton area continues to enjoy supplies, largely gov-
erned in the hyvgienic sense by the volume of the available deep-mine
waters (Bispham and Nicholsons), of a pure and stable character.
Month by month attention was called to the latter phase, indicative
as it is of Nature's protective beneficence, and a significant change
(if anv) is limited to mineral constitution rather than wvariation im

the indices of organic contamination.

In this vital branch of civic administration, one welcomes the
opportunity of assuring the community that its health is being regu-
larlv safeguarded throughout the vear,

(Signed) S. ErvEsT MELLING,
Public Analvyst.

{A Table expressing results of chemical analysis appears on
page 76.)
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ANALYSIS OF HUT!FICAT.IEGNS, 1951.

I Tl
il @ e | =
. I T T = - = O S
Disease SR ElREREEESER|E
Acute Polioencephalitis wil = = li=] = ‘ - === = - ! -1 =] =
Acute Pﬂliﬂﬂl}'&]iﬂﬂ: Paralytic =l=1=l=l=1=l=Il=|=1l=1=-1=I| -
Non-Paralytic| = | = [=|=[|=|=1=|1|Y2|=|=|=]| 2
Diphtheria and Memb. Cmup SRR (US| | KO e [ () (e SR o )
Dysentry 1|=-=]=-|=|=-|1]=-]-|2 X 7
Encephalitis Letharglca ..... =l=l=l=]=|=|=f=1= === =
Enteric Fever ... ... B e | Sl el e vl = S e =
Erysipelas = | = | == =]=]=1=|2|= 1 i T ] e 3
Influenzal Pneumonia e (o (] | P i ) PRV
Meaglss ... .o L 4$ddﬂﬂ- 15332 135 123 18 |3 4 - | 9|3 lo59
Meningococcal Infection ... LY |=|=|=|=|=]21]|-|= 5
Ophthalmia Neonatorum B (e (et Bt (e (Ee] ENCTIE) | OIS R [ e OOl Y S
Paratyphoid Fever - d = | = | === ~l=l=1=]=|=-]=<] =
Preumonia ol 202 RS2 (8 |2|8|8 24|86 97T
Puerperal Pyrexia Sl s - =[{=]=0=|=|=4=1=11]=-|- 1
Scarlet Fever 4; 9 6 ] 4| g|lailo|6|7lonN2l4!| 85
Smallpox @ ... ... ] = | Fol e vy ] el S S A Bl B S
Tuberculosis : Pu]manar}' 511] Gl7!s5 |34 2/4h1l2|56]| 73
OtherForms ... 1/8 |2 |3 |3 |-|1|38 - /1|2|2| 21
Whooping Cough .. | B43T 839 ‘IE 188 4 (a1 |=)=|10]3202
'ﬁﬂl}rll]lrﬂli‘ﬁﬂ 74 | 4551 (23 |20 28 129 |21 1554
| |
COMPARATIVE NOTIFICATIONS FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS.
Disease lﬂ-iEIiM ‘1944 19{-9 I.‘El-iﬁ Iﬂi: 1945 1949195{}}1]51
= | | 1
Acute Polioence ==|.li1:i:iP o —|~—-—| ll_ =i —'_*;I_
Acute Poliomyelitis : Paralytic]| _ | __ | __ | _ | e [
' Nnn-l—’amlytic} I | 84 1 1 IR B
Diphtheria and Memb Croup ... 150 113 HI: 70 8% 27 8 1| — 1
Dysentery .. i == Y == =R
halitis Latrmgma G | — | — | s V| ) (s it RS | [P e (]
Enteric Fever ... .. ol Y= === }—=|—= =y
Erysipelas Ay ~| 19 30 15 20/ 8 11 18 14 11 3
Influenzal Pnaumoma. ..... PO RTINS 71| - S R | ([ | L
Measles .. ... | 3941061 130 963 lﬁ'?i 51011465 321 544 1059
Meningococcal Infection 16 8 fiil {3 EJI a4 i 1 3
Dphthalmm Neonatorum e a g 1 2 2 4 — N =
Paratyphoid Fever .. i 3§ —|=l=l=|=|—|—=1—|—
Ponenmonia . st 'Ii lﬂé ﬁﬁl l}é. 5? 3; 4;5 73 89 97
peral P}?[‘Eﬂ.a ...... 1 4 4 1
il M | B (B 310' 171] 93 532 839 146 138 85
Smallpox =l =1=]=|=1=
Tuherlf:ﬁlums Pulnmnarjr T s 95 !ili 1{}5. 101 8¢ 70 72 73 73
Other Forms ... 45 56 32 36| 22 27| 24 12 14 21
Whooping Cough .. o 60’ 58 'm, 21 111 31 104 157 106 202

9751113| ?3'."1453 623 12022505 862 9911554
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DIPHTHERIA.

Only one case was notified, and this was later re-diagnosed as

tonsillitis. There was no death.
SCARLET FEVER.

35 cases were notified, 26 of which were removed to hospital.

No death was recorded.
MEASLES.

1,059 cases were notified. No death was recorded.

MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION.
3 cases were notified, all of which were removed to Whelley
Hospital. No death was recorded.
WHOOPING COUGH.

202 cases were notified, and there were 3 deaths.

It is perhaps significant that these 3 deaths occurred in the first
quarter of the vear when the influenza epidemic was at its height and
many deaths -were being ascribed to Bronchitis and Pneumonia
associated with influenza.

ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.
Paralytic :

No case was notified.

Non-Paralytic :

2 cases were notified, aged 33 and 35 respectively. Both cases
received hospital treatment.

ERYSIPELAS.

3 cases were notified. No death was recorded.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA,

1 case was notified.  The case was treated in hospital and
recovered.

DYSENTERY.

= cases of dvsentery were notified.
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INFLUENZA.

The epidemic of influenza which occurred in the first few weeks
of the vear was an extension of the Merseyside epidemic which had
started in the last week of 1g50.

As the disease is not notiliable, the first intimation that cases
were reaching epidemic proportions came from the harrassed general
practitioners memg in and around the town. The Corporation
Departments such as the Transport Department employing large
numbers of workmen and women were early afiected and the weekly
morbidity figures supplied by the Ministry of National Insurance,
left no doubt that the disease was extremely widespread amongst the
population.

Set out in the table below are the numbers of deaths ascribed to
influenza, pnewmonia and bronchitis, and the total weekly deaths
for the period, 6th January to jrd Febr uary, aud for purposes of com-

parison are given, the deaths in a similar period in 1948, and com-
parable figures for 1919, the vear of the great pandemic.

1919 T 1048 1951
Feb. Mar. January Jan. Feb.
o T N | & I 1r 24 357 a I8 29 2¢F 8§
Influenza el 21027 2 20| — 2 — — 11— 13 28 11 12
Pneomonia ... e 19 12 14 B ) HRT e  et R ) | T S R R e |
Bronchitis ... sl s o M g — ¢ 2 8 E 8 8 18 4
Total from these causes | 52 46 48 32 4 B 4 B3 T B 28 85 27 20

Total weekly deaths | 79 64 69 54 | 21 15 18 22 18024 54 72 50 41

an 1w 2 m—m——

The epidemic appeared to burn itself out over a period of four
to five weeks and the number of deaths in the Borough had retuined
to normal by the 1oth February.

Clinically, in otherwise healthy persons the disease was relatively
mild, but the onset was abrupt and seemed to strike a whole family
at the same time and not as is usually the case, showing an interval
of three to four days between the various members of the household.
{One practical result of this was that on several occasions no one in
the house was available to call a doctor or to obtain help, and the
good offices of neighbours or the postman were used to that end.

The disease resulted in rather severe complications where the
patient had previously been troubled with chronic sinusitis or chronic
bronchitis and a feature in the aged was the rapidity of the onset of
broncho-pneumonia. The greater portion of deaths occurred in the
older age groups, 65% being over 65 years of age, and aged females
predominated, i.e., there were 30 male and 38 female deaths over
65 vears of age.
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Apart from the lack of accurate early information as to the
proportions of the epidemic, perhaps the greatest difficulty was in
gaining hospital admission for the cases complicated by pneumonia,
ete., and for those who for social reasons could not be nursed at
home. If lives are to be saved in future epidemics of this kind, a
definite plan to evacuate hospital beds to make way for urgent cases
will have to be drawn up and put into operation when the emergency
arises, This would relieve the general practitioners and the personnel
of the domiciliary services of the local health authority, much of
whose time was spent in attending patients who were really in need
of hospital care. However, in spite of all the difficulties, liaison with
the hospital authorities, rarely failed to produce a bed for the patient
“in extemis.”
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TUBERCULOSIS.

NOTIFICATIONS, 1951.

Formal Motifications.

Number of Primary Notifications of new

cases of tnberenlosis,

=
%3
-g] B
A
Respiratory
Maloes
Respiratory
Females
Non-respiratory
Males
Non-respiratory
Females :

[ | Total

(a1l

b— (10={15—[20)= 26— 35— 45— 55— 66— |T5—| ages)
111141519 (5 [} 4 12 (= as
1jr1|6|T7TnN0| 8| 4 1 1|—| 385
= — e B pasl e == i — | 1| =] 10
14218 I 211 1| —} — 1| —| 11

Cases coming to the notice of the Medical Officer of Health
Otherwise thar by Formal Notification.

i 1 ! ! o—j1— 2— 5—10-415-20-25-35-45—55— 65— 75— Total

e e e e e - -

| |

Death Returns Resp. M — — — — —— 1 — — — 1 —|—[2 A
from Local - n = et 1.__|"_“_""__ 1 B
Registrars Plon- [IM} —} =t == == —| ﬂ e ]t | - | = = =
iEeH.|-—.——_" == = =S =l =

| P —'--"--i—'—' ——i———_-!—'—-—r‘—— i |
Death Returns Resp. M, — — -—-% — == == | L|=]—]2 &
from Hegistrar- e —| 1 = g E S = T
General-Trans-Non- M| — —| — —| —| = —_— === == ¢
ferable Deaths Resp. F| — —| — - - — — — —| — | — | —| —| = D
Posthumous !Rrer-sp, M = = o === ==&
Notifications F —| — — = = = | N g SR |-y G |
:Hon-hll—————!——*——————_{j
Iiesp.F.—|——i——-_-_1_'__ B ESmg [

e =l 1 '

Transters from Resp. M e —_—— = |—=|—=|—=]1 A
other areas, . F| == —| g s el e i ] e e B
excluding Non- M — —| —| — —| —| — | — —|— —=|—]|— ¢
Transfer D'ths |Resp. |F| — —| —| —| =l e e e ] e PR ) R

. o SO ol i |
!REB[J.EM—I—-———|——-i—F___',._ s W
Other Bources F —| —_—— == —— _| — |l =
Non- M| —| —| = —| —| —| —| —| | — | — | — | —|—= ©
Resp. | --'—|—~--———:_:______D
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NEW CASES AND MORTALITY DURING 1951,

New Cases, ~ Deaths

Non- Non-
Age Periods. Respiratory Respiratory| Respiratory Respiratory
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.

0— S e e S R
1--. - —— 1 T —— — e b e e
5"""‘ sas B 2 2 i E — ]. - =
15— 9 18 B8 5 I 2 6 — —
25— &= : 15 13 1 2 3] 4 — —-
45— : 10 5 1 —_ 12 1 —_ -
65— % 1 1 1 1 2 —_ —_ 1
ToH— : 1 - — —_ 1 —_ — -
___ Total ... i 38 35 | 10 11 23 12 | — 1

The number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis was 35,
against 35 in 1950, and 42 in 1949. The number of deaths from other
tubercular affections was 1, against 7 in 1950, and 7 in

The rates are as follows :—

Pulmonary Tuberculosis

Other

1949.

0.42 per 1,000 of population,
Tuberculous Diseases o.o1 o

If taken together as tuberculous affections, we have 36 deaths,

or a rate of

0.43 per 1,000 of the population.

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS, 1947 TO [851.
Cases MNotified.

1947 15948 1949 1950 1951
Pulmonary ... o R T SRR, L e
Other forms of Tuberculosis BN e g DR S s e
Total R v ST, (o SO ¢ R L S

Deaths.
1947 1948 1949 1950 1651
Pulmonary ... i B o LRE T e Tl e L e
Other forms of Iuhercnlmm g B R = I
Total 'l SR | e o E R - A S

Death Rates.

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
Pulmonary : I o [ R (R [ 0.41 ... 0.42
Other forms of Tllhﬁtflﬂﬂ%ﬁ 0003 i OO0 .t 008 ... LOE .. 00T
Total RS 1L (o IR B Y T, SR . U
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DISINFECTION.

Two disinfectors deal with the disinfection of dwelling-houses.

All infected bedding and clothing is treated in a high-pressure
steam disinfector on the Washington-Lyons principle. The steam
disinfector is situated within the grounds of the Whelley Infectious
Diseases Hospital.

Disinfection of rooms has been criticised, and in fact described as
a useless procedure. Assuming that disinfection does not totally
destroy the infecting organisms, it does impress the persons concerned
of the necessity for cleanliness and care, and ensures a thorough
scrubbing and cleansing of the rooms, which is doubtless of great
hygienic value, especially in dirty houses,

There is no doubt that steam disinfection of bedding is a valuable
preventive measure.

No. of houses disinfected 147
., rooms disinfected 323
o heds disinfected 6o
v sheets and quilts disinfected ... 382
- other articles disinfected =T
.+ library books disinfected =
. schools disinfected I

DISTRIBUTION OF DISINFECTANTS.

Disinfectants are provided free to the occupiers of houses where
infectious disease has ocenrred, and in cases where there are exceptional
circumstances. Other persons who desire supplies are charged a small
amount to meet the cost of the disinfectant.

Inforination on the correct use of these agents is given by the
sanitary inspectors.
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BRONCHITIS.
1947 1948 1049 1950 1951
Deaths ... 9 e TR S 1 [ SR GO .y IO
Rates oo T35 oo 00 i LLg0E e SEETET s TN
PNEUMONIA.
1947 19485 1949 1950 1951
Deaths ... i A, 40 s B s 36 46
Bates .. 0uB3 @58 un DISOT s OGRS ne 0O.55

OTHER D!SEASES OF RESPIRATORY ORGANS.

1047 1948 1040 1950 1951
Deaths .... 1 e R 1 o TR rog R 16
Rates ORINLL = S - R T L e e

TOTAL FROM ALL RESPIRATORY CAUSES.

1947 1048 1949 1950 1951

DEaths. o T g AED e LREE e AR de LN

Rates L' 239 e TER s S0E o YT e R
CANCER.

1947 1048 1049 1950 1951

Fipaths oo 2330 s BB s WA T4E 155

Rates . ps6 o TLER G Womds o bR oo aisy

A

Cancer deaths during the past 20 years.

Year. No. of Deaths. Year. No. of Deaths.
EOE wes TO7 ) . E- RO i -
TR e IO2 TOd% - e 124

1034 ... e ERD) e 1044 ... ... 120 F 608
035 sens s IX4 IOg3E ... wees DLF

1036 W - Y 046 ... e BAT

037 e oy I947 - v SEAE ]
1038 s Phn & i 1948 ... s TR0

1030 ... .. TO8 F 583 1049 ... w T47 =703
IG40 ... P B 1 IOEE ... PR I B |

TOAT" ik S 1951 ... i TS
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