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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
WHITWORTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

-

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
1946.

Mrs. Hevys Axp GENTLEMEN :

[ have pleasure in presenting to you the Annual Report
for the year 1946.

The Incidence of Infectious Diseases has been low during
the year under review and the nutritional state of the children
is still well maintained.

The Sanitary Inspector has experienced difficulty in getting
housing repairs earried through owing to shortage of materials
and labour.

The Immunisation against Diphtheria appears to be
showing results and the mothers of the Distriet are taking good
advantage of same by bringing the children along for treatment
as soon as they attain their first birthday.

I again wish to thank the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee for their continued co-operation and also to
Mr. Cookson and Miss Nolan for their very willing help.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

JAMES W. McEINNEY, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Health Department,
Council Offices, Whitworth,
31st July, 1947,
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INFANT MORTALITY.
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GENERAL NOTES.

The Birth Rate is 191 as compared with 16:6 for the year
1945. The sex inecidence 18 Males 67, Females 72

The Death Rate iz 155 as compared with 14-0 in the year
1945. The sex incidence 18 Males 57, Females 56.

Infantile Mortality. 7 deaths occurred under one year
of age, giving a rate of 50, as compared with 6 deaths in the -
year 1945, and a rate of 50. The rate of 50 on both T deaths
and 6 deaths is aceounted for by an inereased population in the
year under review.

The Maternal Mortality Rate is Nir.

The incidence of deaths arising from Gancer is 10 as com-
pared with 8 for the previous year.

The children of the distriet are cared for at the Lancashire
County Council School Clinic and come under the supervision
of the Medical Officer of Health, who also carries out the duties
of School Medical Officer.

The Child Welfare Clinic is also under the supervision of
the Medical Officer of Health assisted by Nurse Dodding, the
Lanecashire County Counecil Nurse There is an average weekly
attendance of 90 mothers and babies which is a very satisfactory
feature and enables us to keep in touch with each child as it
attains the age of one year, with a view to its being Immunised
against Diphtheria.

School children attend for dental treatment also at the
Lanecashire County Couneil School Clinie. The serviee is much
appreciated, as shown by the numbers who come in for

treatment.

The general health and nutritional state of the population
remains satisfactory.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever. The cases notified were
of a spasmodic nature. There was 1 death in the 7 cases,
t.e., 4 Diphtheria and 3 Scarlet Fever.

Diphtheria Immunisation. Satisfactory progress has been
maintained with regard to this simple protection against Diph-
theria and the following figures give the actual number of
children who had been Immunised up to the J3lst December,
1946.

Number of children under 5 years of age ......... 698
Percentage of child population under 5 years... 50%
Number of children aged 5 years and over, but

under 15 years of age .....cicoiiiiiiiiiaaan 972
Percentage of child population between 5
Sty O IR T B e 90%

Measles and Whooping Gough. There were 55 cases,
1.6, 27 Measles and 28 Whooping Cough.  There were no
deaths recorded.

Smallpox. Hospital accommodation is provided at the
Bury and Distriet Joint Hospital.

Other Infectious Diseases. Agreement with the County
Borough of Rochdale for the treatment of these diseases at
Marland Isolation Hospital.

Ambulance Facilities. [nfectious cases are provided with
an Ambulance by the Hospital. Non-infectious cases by
arrangement with the County Borough of Rochdale.

Pathological and Bacteriological Examination of speci-
mens 18 carried out at St. Alban's Laboratory, Rochdale, and
the Public Health Laboratory, Manchester.

Scabies. Arrangements are already in operation for the
cleansing of Scabies, the treatment taking place at the Rochdale
or Bacup Cleansing Centres. The ineidence of this skin trouble
appears to have a downward trend, judging by the small num-
ber of treated cases. I think this is due chiefly to the more
advanced method of treatinent now employed to combat this
disease.
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Sanitary Inspector’s Annual Report.

— ——

To the Chavrman and Members of the Urban District Council of
Whatworth.

Mgrs. HEvs AND (FENTLEMEN :

1 have pleasure in presenting to you my Annual Report for
the year ending 31st December, 1946.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

66 Preliminary or Informal Notices and 8 Statutory
Notices for the abatement of nuisances and the remedy of
sanitary defects in and around dwellings were served on owners
and oceupiers,

It was not found necessary to take legal proceedings in
any case during the year.

SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS.

MNumber of premises visited ...........cciiiiaanai.. 118
Number of Sanitary Defects found T oy
Number of sanitary im [llﬂ‘ui'LI['Il:!-I!lE:- Effected ...... 71
Food premises inspected .......cocciciviviiininnniiin, 23
HagipEias 1inepecked e oo ey B
Diffansive teades. oo i G 8

SANITARY DEFECTS FOUND.
Houses :
Dampness of internal walls and ceilings
Defective Roofs..
Defective Floor Bmudmu or Fla.gnmg ..................
Defective Chimney Flues.....c.coovivviiiiiniiniinniiiaiiea,
Defeetive Wall and Ceiling Plaster %
Defective Fire Ranges, Fixed Boilers, ete................
Defective Skirting Board ..... ...
Defective Eavestroughing
Defective Slop-stone Waste-pipes ........
Defective Slop-stones ....... ......
Defective Window Frame .....coveiinineinviceiiiiiinn
Filthy Rooms and Bedding........c............
Choked Water Closet or branch drainage ........
Insanitary Closet aceommodation .............
Insufficient Sanitary accommodation ... .......oeieiiiiaenenn,
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Choked or defective House Drainage .........ceissivssencasaas 8
Defectiva (Coal Plages i it ses vaaa e e T
Defective Main Drainage.. Lo st dane e resiva s i ae R
Defective Sanitary u:-r:mnmod 'IJJIDI'I bulldlngs ki s s ST Y
Defective Sanitary accommodation fittings .................. 10
Burst water service pipes......... AR P A
Water Supply unprotected from mntzumtmtmn ............ 2
Defective Rain Water Pipes ... ...... PR R e e e 5
Keeping of Fowls, Animals, ebc........ce.oviinivnnnannncininnnns 4
Accumulations of Refuse ............ e Er e Ansleb e e 1
Insufficient Water supply. .. oo ieioisivansrnssannias - aeoits 4
HOUSING.

As mentioned in the Report of last year many houses are
still badly in need of large-scale repairs. This is of course
mainly due to the several restrictions appertaining, but there
are a number of owners taking advantage of these vestrictions
and earrying out as little work as possible

As stated previously there are approximately 750 houses
of the back-to-back type and 170 houses of the back-to-earth
type with a eavity at the rear of httle consequence. In both
of these types the majority are so built as to be incapable of
re-conditioning and bringing them to a standard comparable
with modern requirements.

These houses present difficult problems as only very neces-
sary repairs can be asked for. It will therefore be seen that
this class of property is depreciating very much as time goes by.

From this it will be gathered that a fairly large number of
houses will be required for re-housing as soon as conditions
permit of dealing with the unfit house

Overerowding is gradually incereasing and many difficulties
are experienced in dealing with same  Any attempt to alleviate
is negatived by lack of housing aceommodation.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There was no epidemic during the year, the cases oceur-
ring spasmodically. 47 houses were fumigated for Tuberculosis
and other diseases.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLY.

The inspection of all premises used for the preparation and
sale of foodstuffs has received attention, and it is satisfactory to
note that no action was necessary,
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Slaughter-houses.

As reported previously the slaughtering of animals for
human food is still restricted in the seven licensed slaughter-
houses under the Regional Slaughter Scheme.,

General opinion is that slaughtering in this type of slaughter-
house will not be recommenced, but that establishments large
enough to deal with all eattle for each area will be advocated.

Food.

The following foodstuffs have been surrendered from food
shops and stores as unfit for human consumption :—

ey imwmas LT O
R e e A T RIbE.

BTG B e b s e e e e R 121bs.
Canned Pork, Beef, ete. ......... 6lbs.
LET ot i e G i ks ot SRR 1 |47
Bacon ...... T 8 P Sy At 591bs.
1 Pl ol ity et e e T
Bather e e e e plhs.
Mergaring ... B i 101bs.
Tinted MilK . .vrecerenronresesinsas 26 tins

At the request of the Ministry of Food, Salvage Division,
many thousands of tins of foodstuffs and much other food has
been examined and certified fit or unfit for human consumption.

Bakehouses.

The number of premises being used as bakehouses is 19
and inspections have been carried out from time to time. A
satisfactory standard of eleanliness has been maintained.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938.

The provisions of the above Act, so far as they relate to
the sampling of food for nature, substance and quality are
adininistered by the Laneashire County Couneil in co-operation
with the Local Authority.

|2 samples of milk were obtained, all of which were found
to be genuine.
Milkshops.

The number of shops retailing bottled milk is 16. There
are no shops selling unbottled milk.

Ice Cream.

5 samples were submitted for Bacteriological examination
and in each case was reported as satisfactory.
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MILK AND DAIRIES ADMINISTRATION,

Due to restrictions little change has taken place in regard
to alterations or improvements to farm buildings.

Throughout the distriet there are 35 dairy farms and 41
cowkeepers (including dairy farms) representing approximately
450 head of cattle.

Tuberculosis.

47 samples of Milk, as against 46 in 16545, have been
obtained from farmers during the course of delivery and sub-
mitted for examination for the presence of Tubercle Baeilli.
One of the samples was found to contain Tubercle Baeilli, and
was referred to the Laneashire County Council. The affected
cattle were traced and slaughtered.

Bacteriological.

46 samples of milk as against 50 in 1945, obtained in the
course of delivery, were submitted for Bacterial Count and
Baeillus Coli examination. 33 of these samples complied with
the standard required for Accredited Milk. Suggestions for
improvement were put forward to the farmers producing the
unsatisfactory samples. The farms producing unsatisfactory
milk had this fact made known to them by letter, calling for an
immediate improvement. However, upon a repeat sample being
taken within the course of a couple of weeks the said farms
were found to be producing a satisfactory milk.

The bulk method of distribution, e.g., the delivery can
method, has, during the past few years, on account of the
shortage of labour, bottles, ete., increased. Possibly when
conditions improve there will be a eomplete general adoption of
the container prineiple, which is altogether more hygienie.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

There are two in the Area, i.e., one Tripe Boiling and one
Hide Curing.  Visits have been made to the Tripe Boiling
premises, the trade being carried on in a satisfactory manner,

RODENT CONTROL.

With the co-operation of the Surveyor the Main Sewers
and Main Branch Drains were treated for the infestation of
Rats. The operation was carried out twice during the year,
and judging from the number of baits laid and taken the treat-
ment was a success,
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SANITARY ACCOMMODATION.

The sanitary accommodation of the area is as follows :—
Fresh Water Closets ......... 1809

Waste Water Closets ......... 164

Pail Closets ..v.evvereenernnnnn.. 59

No. of houses on the Water
Carriage system ............ 3533

The Pail Closets existing are situated at the following
premises :—

Dwelling-houses ............... 35
Mills and Warka’hopg 6
EArmE -co s 7
Churehes, ete. . seaen 1

With very few exceptions !:.hey cannot be converted to the
fresh water carriage system, in view of the fact that they are
situated in outlying parts where there is no sewer available.

With regard to the Waste Water Closets, in many instances
they are unsatisfactory, and although the Counecil grant a con-
tribution towards the cost of conversion to the fresh water
carriage system the progress is slow. There is no authority
for compulsory conversion, particularly now in view of the
shortage of materials.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Domestic refuse is colleeted from all dwelling-houses,
the collection being carried out by motor waggon. Due fo
difficulties, such as labour shortage and waggon breakdowns,
the weekly collections could not be maintained, but efforts were
made to avoid any cause for complaint.

The refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping on land at
Landgate and Calf Hey  The positions are suitable, being
situated a good distance from dwelling houses, yet at the same
time easy of access.

No trouble has been experienced due to fire or the infesta-
tion of rats, crickets, ete.

Salvage.

The following table shows the weights of materials re-
covered during the twelve months under review. The collec-
tions shew a slight improvement upon last year, but not to any
appreeiable extent.



Tons Cwts.
WYaghe Paper st castes 34 0
BOrRD A ron ot in e i 3

Non-ferrous Metals ............ 0 10
Textiles (Rags, String, ete.)... 3 0
Household Bones ............... ET b
Kitchen Wasbe .................. 60 2
The collection of Salvage is sfill of national importance,
but since the termination of hostilities much waste paper is
finding its way into the ordinary ash bin. If householders
would keep paper separate for collection the results could be
nearly doubled.
The following gives the details and cost of collection and
disposal :—
Lioads removed .. ssinsannssnssc L

Coat:- perload viic oo i RlaE9aNET
Refuse in tons {eat—ima.l;ed] ..2520
Cost per ton ........ 13,.I'4d
Number of houses &.ud premlses ......... 2600
Cost per house per annum ............12/11d.

Average length of haul...1 mile and 14 miles

SEWAGE WORKS.

The method of treatment is by precipitation tanks, con-
tinuous filters and humus tanks. Three samples of effiuent
were taken by the Rivers Inspector, and in each instance was
classed as “'satisfactory.” The results are based on the oxidizable
organic maftter, the test being the pereentage of oxygen absorbed
in four hours.

Difficulties have been experienced in obtaining materials
such as Hessian and in consequence the pressing of sludge was
interfered with.

Two rotating sprinklers were out of commission for a few
months due to want of renewals.

In coneclusion, Gentlemen, I desire to acknowledge the
courtesy and consideration extended to me by the Chairman
and Members of the Health Committee, and also tender my
sincere thanks to the Medical Officer of Health and Miss Nolan
for their assistance rendered in the discharge of my duties.

I am, Your obedient servant,

FRED COOKSON, o.r.s.1.,

Health Department, Santtary Inspeclor.
Counecil Offices, Meat and Foods Inspector.
Whatworth.

31st July, 1947,









