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ANNUAL REPORTS

OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER
OF HEALTH and SANITARY
INSPECTOR OF THE URBAN
DISTRICT OF WHITWORTH
DURING 1944

WHITWORTH :
H. Howard, Printer and Stationer, 669 Market Street






TO THE CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
WHITWORTH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
1944,

——— i
Mrs. Heys AxD GENTLEMEN :

I have pleasure in presenting to you my Report for the
year 1944,

The general health of the community is still being well
maintained. The nutrition of the children is very satisfactory.

There was a Measles epidemic during the year under
review, but the cases of Secarlet Fever and Diphtheria were
merely spasmodie.

The Immunisation of Children against Diphtheria still
remains at a satisfactory figure.

My best thanks are due to the Committee for their
eo-operation and to Mr. Cookson for his very able assistance.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

JAMES W. McKINNEY, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.

Health Department,
Council Offices, Whitworth,
209th August, 1945.
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NOTIFIABLE DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis)

Durixe THE YEear 1944,
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INFANT MORTALITY.

DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES AT VARIOUS AGES UNDEE ] YEAR OF AGE
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GENERAL NOTES.

The Birth Rate is 154 as compared with 18-0 for the year
1943. The sex incidence is Males 59, Females 52.

The Death Rate is 10-7 as compared with 15-0 in 1943,
The sex inecidence is Males 36, Females 41.

As will be seen there has again been a decrease in the
Death Rate, and also 60% of the total deaths oceurred in the
age group of 65 years and upwards,

Infantile Mortality. 7 deaths occurred under one year
of age, giving a rate of 63, as compared with 13 deaths in the
year 1943, and a rate of 103. This Death Rate is a high figure,
but owing to the fact that it is based on 1,000 Births, an addi-
tional death canses a marked increase when calculating the
statistics

The Maternal Mortality Rate is Nir.

The incidence of deaths arising from Gancer is 11 as com-
pared with 10 for the previous year.

The ehildren of the district are cared for at the Laneashire
County Couneil School Clinie and come under the supervision
of the Medical Officer of Health, who also carries out the duties
of School Medical Officer.

The Child Welfare Clinic is also under the supervision of
the Medical Officer of Health assisted by Miss Dodding, the
Lanecashire County Counecil Nurse. There is un average weekly
attendance of 75 mothers and babies which is a very satisfactory
feature and enables us to keep in touch with each child as it
attains the age of one year, with a view to its being Immunised
against Diphtheria.

In spite of War conditions the general health of the chil-
dren has been well maintained, the nutrition on the whole
is good and the general cleanliness from all standpoints is
satisfactory.

School children attend for dental treatment also at the
Lancashire County Council School Clinie. The service is much
appreciated, as shown by the numbers who come in for
treatment.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever. The cases notified were
of a spasmodic nature. There were no deaths in the 21 cases,

i.e., 14 Diphtheria and 7 Scarlet Fever.

Diphtheria Immunisation. Satisfactory progress has been
maintained with regard to this simple protection against Diph-
theria and the following figures give the actual number of
children who had been Immunised up to the 31st December,
1944.

Number of children under 5 years of age ......... 377

Percentage of child population under 5 years... 69%
Number of children aged 5 years and over, but

under 15 years of age ........creercenaranrionasn. 981
Percentage of child population between &
aad Ih yasrs o e e o us ks b m T RO

Measles and Whooping Cough. There were 95 cases
and no deaths occurred.

Smallpox. Hospital accommodation is provided at the
Bury and Distriet Joint Hospital.

Other Infectious Diseases. Agreement with the County
Borough of Rochdale for the treatment of these diseases at
Marland Isolation Hospital.

Ambulance Facilities. Infectious cases are provided with
an Ambulance by the Hospital. Non-infectious cases by
arrangement with the Connty Borough of Rochdale.

Pathological and Bacteriological Examination of speci-
mens is carried out at St. Alban’s Laboratory, Rochdale, and
the Public Health Laboratory, Manchester.

At present all Scarlet Fever cases, providing the necessary
isolation treatment is available at home, are nursed at home
and not removed to our Isolation Hospital. This is not an
ideal arrangement, and when conditions return to normal we
hope to provide the necessary isolation for all infectious diseases.

Scabies. Arrangements are already in operation for the
cleansing of Seabies, and although the present arrangement has
to some extent proved satisfactory we hope to improve further
upon the scheme in the near future. As compared with a very
high incidence during the early part of 1944 the cases showed
a definite deerease as the year progressed.
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Sanitary Inspector’s Annual Report.

To the Chatrman and Members of the Urban Distriet Couneil of
Whatworth.

Mgrs. HEys AND (GENTLEMEN :

1 have pleasure in presenting to you my Annual Report for
the year ending 31st December, 1944,

The Report is again rather abbreviated, but contains details
of the major activities of the department throughout the year,
the spheres of activity being mainly Nuisances, Milk and Dairies
Administration, Infectious Diseases, Food Inspection and Publie
Cleansing.

I desire to acknowledge the courtesy and consideration
extended to me by the Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee, and tender my sincere thanks to the Medical Officer
of Health for his valued assistance rendered in the discharge
of my duties.

I am,

Y our obedient servant,

FRED COOKSON, o.Rr.s.L,

Sanitary Inspector.
Meat and Foods Inspector.

il

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

31 Preliminary or Informal Notices and 5 Statutory

Notices for the abatement of nuisances and the remedy of
sanitary defeets in and around dwellings were served on owners
and oceupiers.

It was not found necessary to take legal proceedings in
any case during the year.
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SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS.

Number of premises visited ............. 47
Number of Sanitary Defects found.................. 69
Number of sanitary improvements effected ...... 35l
Number of informal notices issued ................. 31
Number of Statutory Notices issued .. 7]
SANITARY DEFECTS FOUND.
Houses :

Dampness of internal walls and ceilings .......

Defeative Boofgicc i sn s il iR
Defective Eavestroughing
Defective House Fittings.............. T PN ey
Defective Floor Boarding  ....cciivvviviiiiacvens SR Vit

Defective Wall and Ceiling Plaster

Filthy Rooms and Beddmg

Defective Water Closet branch drains.....cccovvveivivieianiesans

Choked Water Closets...........

Defective Water Closet Buildings and fitbtings ...............

Choked or defective House Drainage .........coceicvviiiinnees
Acoumulations ....coceeiarmeninnreniens

OrererowdIng coii e iai ik il vab wnmam s e i = 4 o SEUEE
Filthy Sanitary accomnmodation ...............

Insanitary Yard Surfaces.................o.0n

Burst water service pipes..........coouuen,

Insanitary basement cellars......ccvcvesrsnsssnncnrannasniansamans

Defective slopstone waste pipes ...........cieeven.

Cn oG Lo O BD G0 = O He O oW W He BORD oo

The above conditions were found mainly due to complaints.

On account of the shortage of labour and materials many
houses are badly in need of repairs and have been very much

neglected during the war period.

The extent of this will only be seen when Housing inspec-
tions ean be carried out thoroughly as in pre-war periods.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

There was no epidemic during the year, the cases occur-

ring spasmodically. 22 houses were fumigated.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLY,

The inspection of all premises used for the preparation and
sale of foodstuffs has received attention, and it is satisfactory to
note that no action was necessary.

Slaughter-houses.

As reported previously the slaughtering of animals for
human food is still restricted in the seven licensed slaughter-
houses under the regional slaughter scheme.

The following foodstuffs have been surrendered from food
shops and stores as unfit for human consumption :—

Canned Pork, Beef, Tongue, ete. 2401bs.
Canned Fish .....covvvvvveeeneinne.. 2G1bs.
Clanned: Poas. ......ocisvininrinven= HOIDSE,
Pinnad-Milk  .i.ociviteioiiosa. 262 fina
Pinned Frofb . iiiiiiiiin. o, 82 (0B
Baoof: Si e el §51ba;

Pyisd Hraihis St i, 951bs.
Bufifier: ol o anan s Ohe:
Marmalade: . avicrciisiaaas. 6lba.

At the request of the Ministry of Food, Salvage Division,
many thousands of tins of foodstuffs and much other food has
been examined and certified fit or unfit for human consumption.

Bakehouses.

The number of premises being used as bakehouses is 20
and inspections have been carried out from time to time. A
satisfactory standard of cleanliness has been maintained.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938,

The provisions of the above Act, so far as they relate to
the sampling of food for nature, substance and quality are
administered by the Laneashire County Council in co-operation
with the Local Authority.

Sampling of various foods has been carried out during the
year and all the samples were, upon analysis, found to be

genuine.

MILK AND DAIRIES ADMINISTRATION.

Due to restrictions little change has taken place in regard
to alterations or improvements to farm buildings.
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There are still several farms outstanding that require
reconditioning to bring them up to present day requirements.
Throughout the distriet there are 35 dairy farms and 41 cow-
keepers (including dairy farms) representing approximately 450
head of cattle.

Tuberculosis.

29 samples of Milk have been obtained from farmers
during the course of delivery and submitted for examination for
the presence of Tubercle Bacill. Three of the samples were
found to contain Tubercle Baecilli, and were referred to the
Laneashire County Council. The affected cattle were traced
and slaughtered.

Bacteriological.

31 samples obtained in the course of delivery were sub-
mitted for Baeterial Count and Bacillus Coli examination.
Sixteen of these complied with the standard required for
Accredited Milk.  Suggestions for improvement were put
forward to the farmers of the unsatisfactory samples.

The number of samples found to be unsatisfactory were
higher than normal, and the farmers were asked to make
speeial efforts to see that all future samples were reported
" satisfactory.”

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION.

The sanitary accommodation of the area is as follows :-—
Fresh Water Closets ......... 1806

Waste Water Closets ......... 164

Eail Elogeta ey oot v 61

No. of houses on the Water
Carriage system ............ 2543

The Pail Closets existing are situated at the following
premises :—

Dwelling-houses ............... 37
Mills and Wﬂrkshops ......... 6
LS R R e B e S i
Churches, ete.....cveoneasiansss 1 &

With very few exeeptions they cannot be converted to the
fresh water carriage system, in view of the fact that they are
situated in outlying parts where there is no sewer available.















