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WHITWORTH URBAN DISTRICT.

Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health
for the year ended 31st December, 1938.

To the Chaiwrman and Councillors of the Urban District of
Whitworth.

GENTLEMEN :

I have again the honour of presenting for your considera-
tion my Annual Report on the health and mortality of our
district during the year ended 1938,

The usual Tables are included in it and a summary of
particulars, as required by the Ministry of Health Cireular.

On this oceasion I specially thank the Health Committee
and my colleagues for their support during the past year, and
especially since the end of February, 1939, during a trying
illness.

I am,

Yours faithfuolly,

T. J. L FORBES, M B., Ch M.

Council Offices, Whatworth,
dIst March, 1939,
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Total.
Legitimate 87

Live Births YIllegitimate 6

Total 03

Still Births

(|

Deaths 118

7

Deaths from Puerperal caunzes—

Puerperal sepsis ...

Other puerperal causes ...
Total .

STATISTICS.
M. P
42 45) Birth-rate per 1000 of the
5 1 § estimated resident popula-
kel tion : 123
47 4ﬁ
4 1 Rate per 1000 Total (live
and stillbirths) ... e 1
61 57 Death-rate per 1000 of the
estimated resident pu-pu-
lation Al " %156
Deatha Death-rata per 1000 Total

{live and still) births

—

Death-rate of Infants under one year of age :

All infants per 1000 live births. .. - : 56
Legitimate infants per 1000 legitimate live hlt‘th& 57
Ilegitimate infants per 1000 illegitimate live births ... 500
Deaths from Canecer (all ages) 15
Deaths from Measles (all ages) 0
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) 0
Deaths from Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) 4
Maternal
Per 1000 of Estimated Population Muortality Eata e :
= o “u - "y tF L
Population 7,538 Death-rate Dieaths
Mid 1938 from Death- Por 1000 under
Live Crinde  Tubercolosis  rate  Per 1000 toial (live 1 year
Hirth- Death. of Respiratory  from Live and still) per 1000
rata rite Syatem Cancer Births Births LiveBirths
Mean of 5 years s -

19331937 134 150 (rGl 1'60 Nil Nil 89
1937 140 L4-2 013 1414 Nil Nil 65
1938 ... ... 123 *156 0 66 198 Nil Nil 86
Increase or
Decrease in
1938 on &

Years average : .
1933-1937 —1'1 4086 =+ 005 +038 Nil Nil —3
Pravious Year—1'7T 41'4 4053 4054 Nil Nil 4 2]
#1938 adjusted death-rate (comparability fctor 1:03)=16'5 per 1,000,
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INFANT MORTALITY.

DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES AT

vARIOUS AGES

UNDER 1

YEAR OF AGE
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GENERAL NOTES.

The Population is estimated as 7583,  Last year 1
suggested the estimated population was too low, and when it
came to the issue of gas masks during the crisis in September
1938, this was confirmed

The Birth Rate is 12-3 as compared with 14 in 1937,
The sex incidence is Males 47, Females 46.

Taking the country as a whole the birth rate continues to
diminish. Of course this is not primarily a medical problem,
and this district is no exception. All that medieal seience ean
do is to assure women that it was never safer to bear children
with less detriment to themselves. At the same time the
certainty of healthy offspring is greater.  Still, fewer babies
are being born!

The Death Rate works out at 156 (crude) as compared
with 142 1n 1937. Bex incidence Males 61, Females 87 The
main causes of death continue in about the same proportion.
The Cancer group we would all be devoutly thankful to see
reduced.

“The New Cancer Act seems a big step in the right
direction and its success should lie in the improvement of
existing radiological methods and the opening up of new lines
of attack on I;h:s dreadful disease. This can only follow on
more knowledge of the actual nature of Cancer.”

Without being unduly pessimistie, the present methods of
treating eancer, exeept in certain eases, are not good enough to
lead to the expectation of great saving of life, even when more
extensively used, and diagnostie methods keeping pace.

The number of Transferable Deaths i.e., deaths of resi-
dents outwith the area, is 41. This applies chiefly to deaths in
Hospital. Whilst writing on this point it occurs to me that
the area will have to be catered for to a greater extent by our
loeal Hospitals, or else the Subseriptions to Manchester Hos-
pitals will require to be augmented, e g., in the annual reports
of the Manchester Royal Infirmary the amount contributed is
out of all proportion to the benefits received.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The figures for the year show a rate of 86. This rate is
increased by deaths at Mount Pleasant Convent, in children
born elsewhere

The causes of death in infants (i.e , under twelve months
of age) do not call for any special comment,

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

The figures remain very satisfactory. This is a depart-
ment [ have always had a special interest in, and as M.O.H. I
am glad to think the doctors and midwives praetising in the
Distriet provide an excellent service.

Maternal mortality figures remained pretty constant from
1912 to 1936, when the last Midwives Act was passed. The
recent decline in deaths from puerperal sepsis all over the
country may be due in part to this new Act, but the last few
years have yielded two great discoveries: (i) The marvellous
results of the new remedy Prontosil and other compounds ;
(ii) The fact that many cases of puerperal sepsis ecan be traced
to germs conveyed to the patient from the throat or respiratory
tract of attending doctors or nurses. Then again other factors
such as improved housing, improved dieting, temperance, and
greater ante-natal care, all enter into this happy state of affairs.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The total number is 24 as compared with 11 in the previous
year.

The number of cases of Diphtheria should be lower.
Fortunately only one fatal case oceurred. This was a so-called
" Hemorrhagic case,” and hopeless from the first day. Praeti-
cally all the Diphtheria cases are hospitalized, on my advice,
Looking to the mild nature of the cases of Scarlet Fever seen
nowadays, I think most of these cases ean be kept at home,
provided isolation at home is available, and intelligent nursing.
As we know it now, " Scarlet Fever” can be caused by different
members of the same family of germs, and unfortunately a child
in hospital may pick up fresh infection more readily than at
home.

To my mind there is something suggestive in the number
of cases of Diphtheria (which for years was practically never
seen, or at least not notified) and the number of so-called
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Scarlet Fever cases associated with streptococeal germs and bad
throats. This leads up to the question of how is the incidence
of Diphtheria to be reduced.

When any advance is made in medical science there is
usually a lag in its application. This arises from various
causes. In our Distriet I have always been aware of a strong
prejudice against ordinary * Vaceination™ against Smallpox.
One of the most striking examples is the apathy and lack of
public recognition of the method of * immunisation™ for pre-
venting diphtheria. This method is of proved value now, and
I strongly commend 1t to the younger mothers of the community
and School Managers. I am one of those who think it is
possible to stamp out Diphtheria, one of the commonest single
causes of death amongst school children.

Puerperal Pyrexia All the cases notified recovered.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum. Two cases were notified, one
of which was a doubtful case. The sight was not impaired
after the condition cleared away.

Measles. During the year 1938 this was of a mild type
and did not give much trouble.

School Closures were not called for rlu11nt? the year for
an}' reason.,

Tuberculosis. The figures show a drop in the number of
fresh cases; and the mortality would also be less if we had no
Silicosis cases. The latter condition predisposes to a fatal
1ssue.

For many years 1 have advocated the use of masks amongst
quarry workers, and 1 think in some sections of the mdus‘my
one notices more being worn.

HOUSING.
See Tables for details. (Sanitary Inspector’s report. )

The programme on hand is now completed, so I have no
special items to report on. The shortage of houses available is
less aeute, but many of the houses are still below the standard
laid down by the Ministry of Health. Should trade improve in
the valley or some new industry be established, more houses
would be indicated.

WATER SUPPLY.

During 1938 we have had to deal with one or two polluted
supplies, from private wells. The Corporation supplies were
excellent all through the year, although early this year (1939)
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the supply from Baecup was musty smelling and darker in
colour than normally for a short periol.  Analysis of some
samples revealed nothing serious

MILK SUPPLY.

A great deal of work bas been put into the gquestion of
improving our milk supply. I wrote fully about this in my
previous year's report. (The New Milk Bill was hung up.)
Meantime there is a definite improvement.

Some of the samples tested were literally filthy.  The
astonishing thing is that oceasionally we get a poisonous sample
from what we regard as one of our model shippons and a farmer
who is really a clean producer of milk.

“ However in milk, as in water eontrol, it is far more
important to examine numerous saniples by a simple test, than
occasional samples by a more complicated test or series of tests.”

The Sanitary Inspeetor's Report will provide routine |
information on such matters as Supervision of Food, Dairies
and Cowsheds, Milk Production, ete.

A.R.P.

So far as possible mueh progress has been made up to date.
The various sections have been organized and lectures arranged.
Dr. Wilson (L C C.) has acted as liaison officer for the County
and rendered much help.

The arrangements previou:ly made have now been simpli-
fied in the light of fresh instructions, and it is hoped to make
headway during the year 1939,

I find I must end these notes on a purely personal key.

Owing to an unlooked for breakdown in health in February
1939 I was peremptorily ordered to cease all professional work
for an indefinite period. I therefore placed my resignation from
the office of Medical Officer of Health in the hands of the
Health Committee much to my regret as at 31st March, 1939,
Speaking from memory I think Whitworth Urban Distriet was
constituted in 1894, and my predecessor held the office of
M.O.H. till his death in 1915 I was then appointed in his
stead, and the standard of his Public Health work was so high,
in my opinion, that he was & very difficult official to follow.

The march of time is to see re-arrangements by the L.C.C.
and if my successor's relations with the Health Committee and
his colleagues are as happy as mine have always been, I can
wish him nothing better.

T. J. L. FORBES.
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Is supply of district satisfactory ?—(a) in quality— Yes.
(b) in quantity—Yes.

Constant or intermittent—Constant.

Approximate No. of dwelling-houses with piped supplies
(public and private) : (a) direct from mains--2500. (b) by
stand pipe—None.

Possibilities of contamination—None known.

Action taken in respect of any form of econtamination —
Frequent flushing.

Any liability to plumbo-solvent action—None reported.

If piped supply, has the water been examined during the
year ?—DBacteriological examination—6. Results—=Satisfactory.

Chemieal analyses—4.  Results—Satisfactory.

Approximate No. of dwelling-houses supplied from wells,
springs, streams, ete. —160.

Have these waters been examined during the year ?
Bacteriological examinations—4. Results—Two unsatis-
factory. Towns supply installed.

Chemical analyses—Nil. Results—Nil,

Any insufliciency, and where— None known.
Nature of extensions (if any) during the year—None.

Drainage and Sewerage :—Sewage disposal works, method
of treatment — Precipitation tanks, continuous filters, and
humus tanks.

Any extension or improvement during the year with regard
to works or sewerage system—None.

Areas, or Townships without proper drainage system and
reason therefor—None.

Action taken—Drain testing, flushing, ete.— Testing and
Hushing earried out by Local Authority.

Rivers and Streams :—Action taken to check the pollution
of rivers and streams—Connection of drainage to sewer where
found entering river. Periodical inspection of offensive trades.

Sources and nature of pollution—No serious pollution.
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State name of fumigant and/or insecticide used, and
efficiency thereof—Cymex and Fumoids. Efficient with satis-
factory preparation.

Methods employed for ensuring that the belongings of
tenants are free from vermin before removal to council houses—
None adopted by Couneil

Is work of disinfestation carried out by local authority or
by a contractor ?—Local Authority. Contractor in two
instances where engaged by private owner,

Measures taken by way of supervision or education of
tenants to prevent infestation or re-infestation after cleansing—
Not found necessary as very little known infestation. No
complaints of bug infestation.

Schools—
(@) Sanitary condition— Good.
(b) Water supply—Corporation. Satisfactory ?—Yes.

Offensive Trades:—No. of premises—2. Type of offensive
trades—Tripe Dressingand Hide Curing.

Action taken—Frequent inspection, Aetion required—None
Date of bye-laws—None.

Workshops and Workplaces : —
No. on Register —42. What is their condition ?—Majority
satisfactory.

Common Lodging-houses : —No. on register—Nil. Date
of bye-laws—May, 1910. Are they adequate ?—Yes.

Houses let in lodgings : —No. on register— Nil.

Tents, Vans, Sheds, ete. :—Action taken—None. Aection
required—None.

Underground Sleeping Rooms :(—Any need for regulations ?
None.

Canal Boats :—Number inspected —None. Number of
infringements of Acts—None,

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928 :—No. of premises in
distriet on whieh rag flock is manufactured, used or sold—None.
Notable Sanitary Improvements during 1938 :—

See Housing Report. General steady improvement.

Chief Sanitary Requirements of District :—
The repair and surfacing of secondary and private streets.
The repair and swmfacing of ecommon back yards and
passages.
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HOUSING.
(a) STAaTISTICE,

Number of new houses ereeted during the year :—

(@) Total (including numbers given separately under (b)) 62
(i) By the local authority.... ic ..o i e iy 60
(ii) By other local authorities 0
(iii) By other bodies or persons ... ... ... sss s 2
(b) With State assistance under the Housing Acts :
(i) By the local authority (included under (a) (i) above) 60
(ii) By other bodies or persons (ineluded under (a) (iii)
above) AT SR B )
1 g n‘:-"r,rf-::r--ion of dwelling-houses during the year :—
(1) (@) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) . 1924
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 238
(2) (a) No. of dwelling-houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 and 1932 IR e o
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 60
(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as
to be unfit for human habitation 15
(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respeets reasonably
fit for human habitation 18
2.  Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal notices : —
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
local authority or their officers ... 89



3. Aetion under statutory powers during the year :—

(@) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ren-
dered fit after service of formal notices :—

(@) By owners ... ... S
(b) By loeal authority in daf&ult ﬂf OWners

(b)*Proceedings under Public Health Acts :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects
to be remedied

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after serviee of formal notices :

(@) By owners ... i A Ty
(6) By local authority in def&ult of owners

(¢) Proceedings under sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
which Demolition Orders were made...

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders...

(d) Proceedings under section 12 of the Housing
Act, 1936 :

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were made

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders
were determined, the temement or room
having been rendered fit

* Refers only to action taken in reference to housing defects.
+ Includes Demolition Orders made 1937,

10

13

. 118
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Sanitary Inspector and Housing Inspector

——

To the Chairman and Members of the Whitworth Urban District
Connetl.

Mgrs. HEys AND (FENTLEMEN :

I beg to submit my Report for 1938,

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

45 Preliminary or Informal Notices and 18 Statutory Notices
for the abatement of nuisances and the remedy of sanitary
defects in and around dwellings were served on owners and
occupiers, and resulted in the :-Lcﬂc-mplishment of works given
in the classified statement below,

In three instances during the year legal proeceedings were
instituted ; in’each case a Magistrates’ Order was procured, and
the work was subsequently earried out.

STATEMENT OF REMOVAL OF NUISANCES
IN AND AROUND DWELLINGS.

Nature of work done | Noz.
Houses :

Houses repaired —walls and ceilings, !
including dADIPNeES .i.iivsseismnn nivanasse| 37
Houses repaired—floors ..................... o o saky el 10
Houseg repaired—roofs ....ccoriesimiarsontinniniiosssbon 3
Houses repaired — staireases................ 7
Cellar steps repaired...........c.c.. ... 1
| g T L e e e R SO et 2
Window frames repaired, made to open, ete.............| 22
Eavestroughing repaired ............... e PR 7
Rain warer pipes repaired |
Kxternal doors repaired 7

General house fittings : —
boilers, fireranges, ete ......... .cccoieiiennns .
cupboards and fiftings ... ........coiiiienienniennn

| Do






1 T -
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FACTORIES,
1,—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health,

INCLUDING INSPECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INEPECTOR

Number of

Promises | | Ocenpiers
Inspactions | Written Notices| prozecuted
PP vl ikl - S PERRERE O R SR L ) T
Factories : 19 4
With Mechanical Pﬂuﬂr
Worksho 40 4
Withaut er]mmmr.'l. inf.-:‘ {
Other Premises
under the Aet (including worka 1:rl |
building and engineering constrac-
tion but not including outworkers
premises) :
Total .. 59 i 8 i

2.—DEFECTS FOUND.

Number of
Numher of defecta defects in
: £ B e ot of

| Referred to | which prose-
H.M. cutinns woera
Particulara Fonnd Remedied Inspector | instituted
(1) -} I R -/ I ) R &

Want of cleanliness ... 5] | 5

Overcrowding ...

Unreasonable temperature ...
Inadequate ventilation

|

|

|
Ineffective drainage of ﬂmrs..! | i
Sanitary Conveniences ; I

insuflicient : i 2 1
unsuitable or d{*fe:_.h va ., 1
not separate for sexes ...

Other offences ... 8 i) 2 ‘
i

(Not including offences re-
lating to Home Work or
offences under the Spn,tmual
mentioned in the Schedulel
to the Ministry of Health
(Factories and Worku,hups.

Transfer of Powers) Cll‘d{"TJ '

1921), and re-enacted in the| .
Third Schedule to the F:ma! .
tories Act, 1937) '

Total ..] 10 | S8 [P ST -

OQutwork in Unwholesome Premises, Section 111 of Act of 1937.—Nil.
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SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The recorded observations during 1938 number 6.  The
time limit fixed by the Council for the iscue of dense black
smoke is three minutes per half-hour and no serious emission
was recorded.

In addition to the recorded observations, in a few instances
the mill premises were visited during an emission of dense
smoke to obtain if possible information on the cause of the
emission. In these eircumstances no observation was recorded.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

The inspection of all premises used for the preparation and
gale of foodstuffs bas received constant attention during the
year. No action apart from the question of limewashing was
necessary. The foodstuffs, taken collectively, show a good
standard of quality.

Dairies and Cowsheds.

The number of cowsheds on the Register at the end of
1938 was 39 of which 33 are dairy farms. During the year 71
visits have been made and the following improvements were
carried out after negotiations with owners and occupiers :—

Ehippons reconstrocted. . il iiiidie s
Ne'ﬁ‘" dﬂifiﬂﬂ- GEE EE® EmD pEmE S B AR DR N EE R RS R R R L EE S HEe W 2

Drainage reconstructed on modern prineiples... 2

The cost of the improvements was approximately £400
and the work was carried out through ivformal notice followed
up by negotiations.

In the case of four other farms under notice for improve-
ment or reconstruction, the work is either in hand or under
negofiation.

No applications were received in regard to Designated Milk
but all premises have been so reconstructed structurally that
they will be satisfactory [or ** Accredited Milk."”
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Sale of Food and Drugs Act.

The County Police administer the provisions of the above
Act in this distriet and I am indebted to Superintendent Mitchell
for the following particulars of samples obtained during 1938 :

115§ A e 8 15 samples
Cornflour ......... 1 sample
MErTaring. . oame=r o dn L
Boiled Sweets ... 1 e

A b e P B
Piekles motiiini 1

All the above samples were genuine, exeept two of the
Milk Samples, one milk sample was found on analysis to be
* Adulterated, Deficient 5% solids not fat™ no proceedings
being taken. The other milk sample was found on analysis to
be Fat 17, Solids not fat 89, Water 89 4. The County
Analyst in this case recommended proceedings, and the vendor
was at Rochdale County Police Court on 30th March, 1938,
fined £1 and ordered to pay 10/6 costs.

During 1939 further samples have been taken from the two
vendors of the deficient samples of milk, and these have on
analysis been found genuine.

Milkshops.

The number of shops retailing bottled milk is 7. There
are no shops selling unbottled milk.

MILK AND DAIRIES (CONSOLIDATION) ACT, 1915.
Milk—Tuberculosis.

33 samples were submitted for detecting supplies of tuber-
culous milk. These samples represent the mixed milk of about
400 cows, and it is extremely satisfactory to report that all the
samples were negative.

Samples of all milk supplied to school children are obtained
quarterly and submitted for examination.

Milk—Bacteriological.

During the year 40 samples were procured for examination
for bacterial count, eoliform bacillus and the methylene blue
reduction test, and of this number 11 were unsatisfactory.
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Of the unsatisfactory ssmples one was from a farm outside
the area and the authority concerned was notified.

Regarding the local samples the farms were visited,
enquiries instituted and suggestions pub forward and in my
opinion the producers are only too anxious to provide a pure
and wholesome milk supply.

As stated previounsly no applications were made for the
production of Accredited Milk. This is a matter for regret, as
there is no doubt that the Accredited Scheme is a step in the
right divection. There are certain conditions to fulfil in order
to obtain and retain a licence and possibly this is the cause of
the apathy.

The bulk method of distribution is still much larger than
the more hygienic container prineiple, but one can see a gradual
inerease in the adoption of the latter method.

Apart from the actual cost of the containers, however, it
is a general complaint amongst retailers that wastage and misuse
weigh heavily against universal adoption. The public ean
therefore help on the question of distribution by proper use of
the bottles,

Water Supply.

Four samples of water from private supplies were obtained
and submitted for bacteriological examination during the year,
and of this number two were unsatisfactory. The supply was
disecontinued, and the affected houses connected to the public

supply.
Slaughterhouses.

There are seven licensed slaughterhouses in the district
and during the year 462 visits were made, and 1872 carcases
of animals inspected as shewn below. 9 cwts. 52 lbs of
foodstuffs were destroyed as unfit for human consumption.
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As reported last year there are 65 pail closets existing and
these are situated at the following premises :—

Dwelling houses ..........c.c...... 38
Mills and Workshops ............ 9
B T e ra i aics s ki

Ehnrehes: et oo iniisnnaa AL

With very few exceptions they cannot be converted to the
fresh water earriage system in view of the fact that they are
situated in outlying parts where there is no sewer available, and
the possibility of provision remote.

In regard to the waste water closets 6 have been converted
to the fresh water earriage system during the year.

In many instances these closets are unsatisfactory and it
18 hoped that the conversions will be expedited by a contribution -
towards the cost.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL.

Domestic refuse is collected weekly from all dwelling
houses, the collection being carried out by motor waggon.

The refuse is disposed of as far as possible by controlled
tipping on land at Landgate. The position is suitable, being
situated a good distance from dwelling houses, yet at the same
time easy of access.

The composition of the refuse varies as also does the
quantity, a large part of the present day refuse being made up
of tins and paper matter, with the result that you have bulk
and less weight.

There has been a small amount of salvage of serap iron,
ete., but no proper attempt ean be made regarding tma until a
suitable baling machine is obtained.

No trouble has been experienced due to fire or the infesta-
tion of rats.

The removal of trade refuse is carried ont weekly, thus
being quickly disposed of, preventing accumulation and nuisance.

The substitution of regulation ashbins for wooden ashtubs
is now practically complete.
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