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SOCIAL SITUATTION

There was a balanced growth of housing and population
representing just over 2%,

Some progress occurred in the planning of the Health Centre,
In other respects, the comments made in the previous Annual Report
apply, that there is a gradual growth of light industry and that
the Harbour has been inproved and developed as an undertaking to
encourage trade and commerce,

The voluntary work for the Welfare of the elderly, centred
on the Hest Centre and reaching out through locality co-ordination,
is well supported and had the added help of a Council Chairman
particularly interested in this field of scrvice.

VITAL STATISTICS

The uncorrected birth rate was 12.6 per 1000 population, adjusted
for population make-up to 19.5, thus comparing favourably with the
national rate of 16,3, The percentage of births occurring outside
marriage was 5%.

The death rate, before adjustment, was 17.1 per 1000, adjusted
to 10.5 and comparing favourably to the national rate of 11,.9.

Vital statistics in detail (1969):-

Population: Mid 1969: 23,780, Dwellings: 10,276
Live Births = 300 Male = 129 Female = 11
Illegitimate = 16
Dea ths = LD6 Male = 199 Female = 207
England
& Wales
Stillbirths = 4 Stillbirths per 1000 total births = 13 13.0
Infant Deaths: Under 1 year = 3 Under 1 week = 1
Birth Rate (unadjusted) 12,6 (adjusted) 19.5 163
Percentage Illegitimate: 5% 8.0
Infant Mortality Rate = 10 18.0
Perinatal Mortality Rate = 16 23.0
Death Rate (unadjusted) 17.1 (adjusted) 10.3 11.9
Deaths from Cancer of Lung and Bronchus = 21 Male = 18 Female =3
n n n " L1 n "
(under 65 years of age) = 6 Male = 6 Female =Nil
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES (Sec Appendix)

Changes were made during the year in the statutory requirements
on Notification of Infectious Diseases, Infective Jaundice became
notifiable in the latter part of the year and six cases were known
to have occurred, There was a well secattered distribution in East
Kent in the Autumn of the year,

Despite our hopes that Measles Vaccination would suppress the
ineidence of the disease, public enthusiasm was discouraged by
publicity given to the effects of one particular strain of vaccine
immediately withdrawn and replaced by a harmless, but equally
protective strain. Public confidence had not recovered by the end
of the year, but measles had quickly returned to the attack and
ineidence of infection rose again to the pre-vaccination level as
will se seen by the table in the Appendix to the report,.

A family outbreak of gastro enteritic illness was of special
note, The admission to hospital of a middle aged man, who had
collapsed with nausea, diarrhoea, cramp, and what were described as
choleric stocls, led to the identification of a family outbreak,

The patient recovered quickly on re-hydration and no pathogens were
isolated from the stool, The patient®s married son with wife and
child, arrived at Southampton by sea from Australia on 10th August.
There was extreme heat and luggage delays and first the wife developed
diarrhoea and bellyache on 11th August, followed by husband and

child on the 12th. The parents recovered gquickly but the two year
old child remained loose for the next fortnight or more. Between
25th and 27th August, the husband's parents and seventeen year old
brother, all in the same household, developed bellyache and diarrhoea,
and the husband's father, first mentioned, was admitted to hospital
suffeering the effects of dehydration.

Four other members of the household ranging in age from 4 to 18
years, a married daughter and her baby, who was minded daily in the
house, remained unaffected,

Stool specimens from household cases and contacts produced no
recognised pathogens and the investigation was inconclusive, although
the history suggested that the two year old toddler was the link
between her parents illness and the involvement of the grandparents,

A Mass Radiography Unit Survey of the town, of industry and
of the Secondary School staff was carried out by the South East
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board Units from Oakwood. There was a
20% inorease in attendance compared with the last visit and the total
attending represented 12% of the population,
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CAUSES OF ALL DEATHS
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WATER SUPPLY

The Mid Kent Water Company supplies the whole area of the
Urban District.

The quality of the water supply was satisfactory and a tc:tw.,l
length of 2,919 yards of new water mains was laid.,

Dwellings supplied from public water mains 10,263
Dwellings not so supplied y [
Total dwellings 10,276
Population 23,780

WATER SAMPLING TABLE

! Bacteriological Chemical
Examination Examination
. T =T
| Not } Not

Samples |Satis=~ |Satis- [Samples |Satis- | Satis-
taken |factory factery| taken factaryi factory

R i ol e e e l.l.ﬂ‘-li"n‘--‘.w-] - e b el B .l
Statutory Water Faw = = ¥ = = = |
Ll Treated s L - |I 4 4 -
2 2 - 2 “
Other private et £
Bources Treated = s o= = i -
'h'.
Total: 6 water samples for bacteriological examination.

6 water samples for chemical examination.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPUSAL

The Whitstable problem was summarised in the 1968 Annual Report.
The only point to add is already mentioned in the covering letter that
the Committee of Officers to carry out the biological assay of the sea
during the present developments is now functioning, and the gathering
mass of observations will, in the course of time, show not only how
the sea varies with the seasons, but the directions fraz which
pollution comes to the Bay.

The work on the Gorrell Drainage Backwater to convert it into a

controlled tank with a useful surface and all the while retain the
surface water discharge to the Harbour until the new cutlet and its

(contds, )
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SEWAGE AND SEWERAGE (contd.)

storm overflow system of pumps is installed, has not only impressed

by its ingenuity, but has presented a feature of great domestic
interest as the work has gone forward.

HOUSING

Inspection of Dwelling Houses

Total Number of dwellinghouses inspected for housing defects
Number of re-inspecticns made .. .. & dwm e
Houses in which defects were remedied after informal action
Houses in which defects were remedied after formal action ..
Number of houses demolished
Number ol houses closed

L &4 LR - LA LR L] o

LN ] L L ] L] L LN | L] LN L

Overcrowding

«» 370
u 208
se 38
a4
e

No cases of statutory overcrowding were encountered during

the year.

Houses in HMultiple Occupation

No problems arose which necessitated the making of Management

Orders. Such Orders may be made when premises arc in an

unsatisfactory state in consequence of failure to ensure proper

standards of management relating to ventilation.

Improvement and Conversion of Houses

The Council's Surveyor issued 31 Standard and 3 Discretionary

Grants, total cost involved being £6,838.

Rent Act, 1967

No applications for certificates of disrepair were rcceived

during the year.

New Houses = 1969

Total number of houses erected in 1969 .. .. 210
by Local Au'thﬂ‘rity e se¢ we es em  es  ws =
by other persons 210

CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT 1960

There were 22 licenaed sites permitting the stationing of 1952

caravans and 239 chalets.
acress
the Ministry.

The approximate acreage involved is 95

Licence conditions arc based upon standards recommended by
With the exeception of one caravan, such dwellings are

only to be occupied during the periocd = 1st March to 31st October in

any year,
(Contd. )
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CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT ACT 1960  (Contd,)

161 visits were made when it was found that conditions were
generally complied with and that a satisfactory standard was being
maintained,

The collection of refuse from these sites presents a problem which
is ovefcome to great extent by the fact that several of the camps
proprietors themselves arraonge transport of refuse to the disposal tip.

No further progress was made in the provision of sites for gipsies
and other travellers during the year following legislation whereby
County Councils were required to provide adequate accommodation for
gipsies resorting to their area. However, a commencement date has
now becn fixed which may speed up proposals,

No sites have been licenced for the use of tents, but the usual
sporadic camping occurred within the 'free periods' allowed,

QFFENSIVE TRADES

There are no recognized offensive trades in the town,
FOOD

Foor premises throughout the district have all received a general
inspection during the year, general conditions were found to be guite
satisfactory, Gradual improvement continues to be maintained with
regard to food premises as a whole., New premises being opened, continue
to show ever improving standards in layout, facilities and equipnment.

B
No, of Premises Premises  Premises to Premises
by Category fitted to comply i hich Rege19| fitted to comply]
with Reg.16 | applies with Reg.19
Butchers (20) 20 20 20
Fishuongers 5133 13 13 13
Cafes, etc. T 7L T4 % |
Cake Shops Em) ] 10 10 10 |
Confectioners 30; 1 30 - -
Greengrocers (15) | 15 15 15
Grocers 5693 ' 69 49 L9 i
Off Licences 12y 12 - - 4
Licenced Premises Eh?% “ L7 L7 L7
Others 14 14 L L
304 304 _T 232 252
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FACTORIES AGT, 196 1

A L
1. - INSFECTIOIS
1
| Number of':
Premises Mumber on
Register [Thspections |Written]Occupiers
notices | prosecuted,
(1) (2) (3) () (5)
(i) Pactories in which Sections i
1, 2, 3, L and 6 are to be 7 7 | 1 -
enforced by Loenl Authorities
(ii) Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is enforced S0 176 b B
by the Local Authorities.
“l(iii) Other Premises io which Section
7 is enfarced by the Local - 12 - -
Authorities (excluding out-
workers' premises)
TOTAL: 97 4 195 6 =
2 - CASES Il WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUID
i e S R M R S S S _ s SRS,
Mamber of cases in which defects
were found: Number of
Particulars Referred cases in which
Fourd | Remedidd | To H.M. | By H.M. prosecutions
Tnspector Inspector. |vere instituted.
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5) (6)
Want of cleanliness 5.1 1 9 - - s
Overcrowding S.2. - = - = -
| Unreasonable temperature _ = = 2 %
5.3
Inadequate wventilation, " » o
Sl ¥ §
..| Inef'fective drainnge of
floors. S.6 - - - - =
Sanitary Conveniences. S.7
(a) Insufficient - = e = %
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 5 L - - -
(c) Not separate
for sexes - - - - =
Other offences against
the Act (not including 1 1 - - -
off'ences relating to
Outwork)
TOTAL: 7 6 - i =







QUTWORKERS

Notification was received of one outworker, a maker of wearing
apparel. (Sect. 133(1)(c)).

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATTRIALS ACT, 1951

One firm is registered for the use of such matorials in
upholstery etec.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951

Two premises are licenced and inspected on an annual basis ard are
subject to standards recommended by the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals,

DISEASES OF ANIMALS (WASTE FOOD) ORDER, 1957

Persons collecting waste food are required to utilisc approved
boiling or sterilization plant., Three licences were currently in force.

SCRAP. METAL DEALERS ACT, 196L

S3ix serap metal dealers are registered under the Act for the
purpose of carrying on business within the urban area.

RODENT CONTROL

The General Assistant deals with complaints and carries out
surveys, Treatment is based on the recomnendations of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

A total of 216 properties were found to be infested which were
successfully treated.

The sewerage systems were treated with poison and whilst the degree
of irfestation were relatively light, regular attention is necessary to
prevent a build up with attendant iner:ase in surface infestations.

The Council is a member of the Rabbit Clearance Society whose
trained operators carry out surveys of Council owned larnd.

REFUSE_COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

The refuse collection service is virtually a kerbside one, its
only virtue being that of law cost, Three compression type vehicles
are utilised, manned by three drivers and eight loaders with an additional
vehicle for stand=-by duties. The collectors maintained a high standard
of productivity with attendant advantage to themselves and to the Council.






REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL (Contd. )

Periodic studies are made by the Work Study Section which
facilitates re-organisation when it is called for.

Refuse continues to grow less in density but inereases in
volume owing to the ever increasing use of non-returnable containers
and packaging.

Refuse is disposed of at the Yorkletts tip, consolidation
being carried out by a Track Marshall Bulldozer., A major problem
is the disposal of industrial refuse, much of which does not lend
itself to consolidation,

abandoned cars present a difficulty, in that their salvageable
value seldom off'sets the labour costs in their removal, However, the
installation of private coar crushing plant in the Richborough area
may soon resolve this problem, as more frequent removals are now being
carried out.

CESSPOOL EMPTYING

The number of cesspools at the end of the year was 315. The
nunber is now fairly statie following an appreciable reduction after
an extension of the foul sewers in the Seasalter area.

227 hours were spent in carrying out execess emptyings which
produced an income of £ 329, 3. 0d.

A total of 1575 euptyings were carried out, properties being
allowed six free emptyings a year,

PUBLIC CLEANSING

Street cleansing is carried out by seven manual sweepers,
organised on a beat basis supplemented by 2 mechanical suction swecper
and driver, There has been no alteration in personnel since 1965,
when the then 10 manual sweepers were reduced to seven on the introduction
of the mechanical sweeper. Newly constructed roads and estates since
that time has tended to dilute the service,

Consideration is currently being given to introducing further
mechanisation to contain and improve the service.

Litter collections are carried out during the summer months by
three temporary collectors on miscellaneous land and beaches extending
from Marine Crescent to Seasalter,

PUBLIC BATHS

The public baths are situated at the Horsebridge. The total
number of baths taken during the year being L,668 as compared with the
previous year's figure of 4,537.
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

There are 14 Public Conveniences which are situated throughout
the district, the cleaning of which is carried out by two full time
cleaners with temporary additional help during the summer period.

In view of the cost of converting or renewing coin locks because
if the impending change to decimal currency and the cost of repairs
and renewals due to vandalism, it was resolved by the Council that the
use of the Public Conveniences throurzhout the Urban District be free
of charge from the 1st November, 1970,

FETROLEUM STORAGE

28 premises were licenced for the storage of 103,900 gallons of
petrol in underground tanks and 10 premises licenced for the storage of
3,455 gallons of petroleun mixture.

Licences are issued on an amnual basis which are subject to
conditions based upon & Model Code of Principles o Construction and
Liceneing Conditions issued by the Home (ffice, Fees on a sliding
scale are payable, total amount of £150 being received for the year.

Liaison is maintained with the Kent Fire Brigade and joint
inspections were made with the Fire Prevention Officer.

NOISE ABATEMENT ACT

34 visits were made appertaining to noise emission, mainly as a
result of couplaints received. In no instance were the noise levels
considered to be a statutory nuisance within the meaning of the Aect,
nevertheless, improvements were effected to reduce levels, it being found
that persons are generally willing to co-operate whenever it is possible
to do so.

The Ministry of Public Building and Works have issued a useful
leaflet explaining how to reduce noise on building sites by "silencing"
noisy tools and plant, by screening, and by properly planning the
building development, Copies of the leaflet were distributed to all
building contractors and public utilities in the area.

The mest effective method of control is at the planning
stage of new premises and extensions to existing premises when it can
be ensured this design, creation and installation of machinery
is such that new levels will not be excessive.

It is found that the installation of refrigerated equipment
gan give rise to canplaint, the units being externally sited and
intermittent in operation, The noise levels are generally not
excessive, but the continued operation during the night time can
prove disturbing.




































