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Population Mid 1955 17,250,

Area 7,640 Acres

Mr,Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report on public
health matters for the year 1955. This should be read in
conjunction with the Chief Sanitary Inspector's Annual Report
recently presented.

I thank Mr.Whitehouse and your other Chief Officials and
gtaff for their helpful co=-operation.during 1955. The sudden death
of Mr.Dunkin was felt as the loas of a colleague vitally interested
in services towards the health of the community, but he has lef't us
an equally interested successor.

May I express my appreciation of your support in the
promotion of the public's health, and of your interest in the

matters with which I have to deal.

Your cbedient servant,

MAICOLM S.HARVEY, M,B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H,






VITAL STATISTICS

Fopulation: 17,250 Mid-year compared to 17,140 in 1954. There was
no change in the area of the urban district.

Births Total 180, 86 male, 94 female. (Total 214 in 1954),
giving a crude birth rate of 10.43 per 1,000 population compared to
a figure of 15.0 for England and Wales. Correction for population
meke-up (comparability factor 1.28) gives a corrected live birth rate
of 13.35 per 1,000 population.

Deaths Totael 291, 133 male, 158 female. (Total 287 in 1954)
giving a crude death rate of 16.86 per 1,000 population compared to
11.7 per 1,000 for England and Wales. Gnrrectmn for population make-up
(factor O ,,;9} gives a corrected death rate of 9.9% per 1,000.

There were 5 Infant Deaths, 2 in the first 4 weeks of life.
Six still births added to the two neonatal deaths gives a Peri-Natal
mortality rate of 43 per 1,000 live and still births. A similar
figure for the United M.0.H. District is 34.16 per 1,000 live and
still births,

Age
Cause of Infant Death | Under 24 hrs | 1 day - 4 wks |-1 year Total

Lack of care and
attention. 1
Septic Meningitis -
Broncho Pncumonia - -

-]

LE Y o I 1
n Y . N

The toll of infant deaths from broncho pneumonia reminds us that
little infections in adults can be serious troubles to babies, and the
common cold is numbered amongst such inflections.






CAUSES OF AIL DEATHS

Cause 495l 1085
Tuberculosis. Respiratory 2 1
Other foms of Tuberculosis 1 -
Acute Poplomyelitis - 1
Infective and Parasitic Diseases = 2
Malignant Neoplasm. Stomach 5 9

i " Lung,Bronchus 11 11

H M reash L 6

" ! Uterus 5 3
Other Malignant Neoplasms L 29
Loukeemia and Aleukaemia 2 1
Diabetes 1 2
Vesc: Lesions of Nervous System 43 49
Coronery Disease, Angina 3l 39
Hypertension with Heart Disease 4 2
Other Heart Diseases 69 56
Qther Circulptory Disease 17 27
Influenza - .-
Pnoumcnida & T
Bronchitis 3 5
Other Respiratory Diseases 5 1
Ulcers of Stomach and Duodenum 3 2
Gastritis,Enteritis,Diarrhoea 3 -
Nephritis and Nephrosis B 3
Hyperplasia of Prostate 1 2
Pregnancy,Childbirth, Abortion - -
Congenital Malformation - ol
Other defined or ill=-defined
diseases 23 21
Motor Vehicle Accidents 2 2
Other Accidents 5 4
Suicide -~ D

All Causes Male Female

1954 - 1 132
287

1955 S a3 15
291

The number of deaths anticipated
from certain diseases based on
the rates for England and Wales
sct against the actual number
occurring in 1955:

Respiratory Tuberculosis

Anticipated Lo
Actual L

Cancer of ILung and Bronchus

Anticipated 6.2
Actual 1

(See note below)

Other Cancers

Anticipated 28.9
Actual 47

(Sce note below)

(Based on a sex distribution of

population of epproximately
9,700 femnles to 7,600 males,

census 1951)

The anticipated mortality from cancer of lung and bronchus was 5.2 males

and 1 female,

The actual mortality is 10 males and 1 female.
raised mortality is limited to the male sex.

Therefore the

The snticipated rate for all other cancers was 17.1 females and

11.8 males.

The actusl mortality was 25 females and 22 males, the higher level
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being accounted for by the higher age level of the community than that
of England and Wales as a whole ( comparability factor 0.59).

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
Infectious Diseases in 1955
Digease Quarters of the Year By Age Groups Totals
1st 2nd 3rd L4th 0=l 5=9 10-14 15+ 65+ q__1_9_51& 1955

Scarlet Fever - - - 3 -1 3 - - | - 6 3
Measles 9| 42 188 | 3 el i ] s [ Pl e 2 aka
Whooping Cough - - 9 1 7 e - - - 52 10
Pneumonia 5 6 - 2 1 1 - 8153 21 13
Leute Poliomyelitis - ~ 1 2 -1 1 - 2 | - - 3
Puerperal Pyrexia - A 2 - 5 6
Erysipelas 1 1 1 1 - - - 3 1 2 4
Typhoid Fever - - 1 - -1 - 11 = - 1
Dysentery - - - - 1 -
Food Poisoning - 1 114 - 1| - 1 7 I - 15
Tuberculosis.Respiratory 9 10
Tuberculosis.Other Fomms 2 =

TUEERCULOSIS : Detail

Age Distribution of Notifications of all forms of Tuberculosis

Male Female ~
Under 15 - -
15 = 25 3 >
2b = 45 - 1
Over 45 1 2
Totals: !, Male 6 Female

Respiratory Male 4 Female
Other Forms Male --

Number on T.B.Register 31/12/55

Respiratory Male
Other Forms Male

Female

Eigg ?g Female

Female

6

(1954 figures in parenthesis)

& 26

The tuberculosis notification rate did not show any marked increase
as a result of the Mags Miniature Radiography Survey which was carried out
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in the middle of the year. This is a gratifying indication that the more
common method of identification of such cases is keeping up with the spread
of the disease. We may be now approaching the time when such routine
facilities for X-raying large numbers of people should be used for particular
groups of individuals in which the incidence is suspected to be higher than
the general level in the population. Such groups include the vagrants,

the haunters of doctors surgeries, the chronic bronchitics and groups of
imported labour or occupants of hostels for single or displaced people.

In the visit by the M.M.R. Unit 3,489 persons were examined, 160
were recalled for a full size check Xray, Ef‘ur gll kinds of reasons),and
only 5 cases of active T.B. were identified.

Imunisation and Vaccination

The following figures have been supplied by the County Medical
Officer of Health and concern this district only.

Children Imminised against Diphtheria during 1955

Year of

Ly My | o o M~ [T Yy -
Birth 5%5E$§i§§§§§g§g Total
Primaxry
Inoculations 11961201 3 [1] 6f12|20] 3| & {11 6 |-| 2|~ 198
Re-inforcing
Tnooulations | ~ =1 =| = | 5|41 |72[36]25 [52 [96(62 | - [1 |- | 390

The following Table shows children under 15 on 31/12/55 who
completed a course of immmisation in the last 15 years.

Year of | _ A " M~ o = | |m N Total
pirtn | FIF XXX (R |E(F (X |F|R|E BB
fast camplete
hourse of
ndeotions 1518271 1106 |7 he2 |213 |43 82 1153 47 130]115[112| & | 1609
whether primary
r booster)
951 - 1955
950 or 123166175 | 30138 | 23| 6| 10]55] 11 437
I.'.::.z:'ZI.‘Le::r;'







L

: Assuming a population under 15 years of 3,300, this gives only a
L8.75% level of full immunity, plus another 13% partially protected. This
is a situation fraught with dire possibilities if' diphtheria infection is
introduced into the towm.

The following Table shows vaccinations to children during 1955.

ver of | QIR |} I8 IRIR 249 Ixfape |10 a1z 18 | rota
Birth rrvf-*r-vﬁr*-—-r'*.*r#r-f'x*rvﬂ%t-
rimory

Vancination S iR e e Bl B O U R R B e B e () B A 121
He~

IVaqcinaﬁon""---1-‘1--1-1-22 26

As the births in 1955 totalled 180, the mumber vaccinated during
the year represented 62% of the birth intake which is a slight improvement
on the 50 of preceding years.

There is reason enough to be worried sbout the apathy or forgetfulness
of parents in the matter of having their children protected against the dread
diseases of diphtheria and amallpox.

Aoute Poliomyelitis

The occurrence of poliomyelitis, which was limited in its incidence
in the area to the normal season of July to November, was in limited smouldering
centres in my united district. Whitstable was one such place, but probably
imported the first infection from a nearby town as the first case did not occur
until late August. The two subsequent cases occurred two months later within
a few days of each other and in the same neighbourhood. It was not possible
to identifyy any link between the first case and the others, for there must
have been several steps in the process. That the two later cases had a common
origin was a fair surmise.

oid

In the middle of June an isolated case of typhoid fever occurred
in a 16 year old painter and decorator. Examination of contacts, enquiries
at other places of contacts, a search of past records in the town for possible
carriers all produced no clue as to the source of infection. The case was
diagnosed in the local hospital and transferred to Haine Isolation Hospital.






Paratyphoid B.

A report was received from the M.0O.H. of a London Borough that
he considered that a case of paratyphoid which had occurred in a resident
who had holidayed in Whitstable had probably originated in our town. There
was uncertainty as to the address at which the holidaymaker had stayed and
therefore the evidence on which individuals could be asked to submit to
examination was lacking. With the full co-operation of a householder sewer
swabs were placed in the drains of the house and evidence of the presence of
a carrier of paratyphoid was obtained. Examination of the household then
identified two infected persons who showed the presence of the same strain
of paratyphoid B, as that found in the case in London. Subsequent examinations
have indicated the presence of two persistent carriers and the necessary
precautions have been taken.

Food Poisoning

Two outbreaks of food poisoning occurred during the year. One
was in the residents of a nursing home, the illness being a mild, short
gastro-intestinal upset caused by a meat pie prepared on the premises.

It was suspected that some decomposition had occurred in the meat content
of the pie due to delayed cooling. It i=s not generally realised that
refrigerators are unsuitable cabinets in which to cool hot food because the
movement of air inside is not enough to carry away the heat. Their purpose
is to keep cool things cool, and things must be cool before they are put

in, especially if the surface is resistant to loss of heat.

The other outbreak was a dramatic one in which 12 out of 34 persons
at risk were attacked by acute and distressing vomitting which caused
prostration for a few hours, and was followed by some diarrhoea, clearing without
treatment within 36 hours. Four of the twelve cases were notified as food
poisoning, one in Whitstable, one in Canterbury and two in Sevenoaks. The
last mentioned were on a car journey through Sevenoaks to Surrey when they felt
so ill that they drove to and were admitted to hospital because the food
poisoning caomplicated another ailment.

It is disappointing that in the two cases admitted straight to
hospital no laboratory investigation was carried ocut. Investigation of cases
locally proved unproductive of evidence of pathogenic organisms. On the
basis of the interval of 25 hours between ingestion of the offending meal
and onset of symptoms, and by the nature of symptoms, it was concluded that
the food poisoning was of the toxin type, the probable cause being staphylococeal
contamination of some of the food consumed. The remains of the food consumed were
not kept.

The lunch ceusing the trouble was prepared in the domestic
kitchen of a sports club. Bone broth, tomate soup; chops, gravy, tinned
vegetables,potatoes; tinned fruit, tinned milk; biscuits, cheese and coffleec.
The tinned foods, which were "instinectively" suspected by the sufferers, were
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quite satisfactory. A detailed study of methods of preparation laid
suspicion on the bone broth soup and the gravy as the medium of toxin

growth, and on two persons concerned with the food preparation who were

in the third day of a nose and throat catarrh as the source of toxin producing
staphylococeci.

Such outbreaks of food poisoning, often described with naive
clarity as being "upset from something eaten" and allowed to pass at that,
are all too common and are a preventible trauma of the digestive organs which
cannot be ignored.

Measles

Af'ter the year of low incidence in 1954, which was a very low trough
in the fluctuations of bianmual prevalence, a very high year was not unexpected.
One child in fourteen was notified as suffering from measles during the year (one
in ten of those under the age of 10 years).

GENERAL MATTERS

Housing

The slum clearance survey identified 67 houses that justified
action, of which 41 were considered suitable for inclusion in clearance areas,
the others to be dealt with as individual unfit houses. A necessary prerequisite
to the representation of a clearance area is a scheme for rehousing the
occupants. In other cases rehousing is not a statutory obligation, but is
one that can scarcely be avoided in present circumstences, and especially having
regard to the higher housing grant payable towards rehousing such cases.

Cemps

There are eighteen licensed caravan or c sites in the area
accommodating 1272 moveable dwellings and covering 63% acres. These call for
constant attention during the holiday season and represent a considerable
population increase during the summer months.

Blaughterhouses

Private slaughtering was discontinued in March on the confirmation
of an Order to close private slaughterhouses and centre slaughtering in the
Canterbury abattoir.

Sewerage and Drainage

The benefits of the stormwater relief scheme were appreciated during
the year in the sbating of the periodic flooding in areas of Teankerton. The
occasional and troublesome flooding in Cromwell Road and Woodlawn Street recurred
and was the subject of a thorough investigation. The coincidence of circumstances
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which cause this can only be ocecasional, fortunately, but are none the less
distressing, and the problem may, equally fortunately, prove not so difficult
to resolve as it seemed. But we must await the result of the Surveyor's
present activities at Diamond Road Pumping Station.

Smoke, Dust and Noise

There are two centres of attention in one or all of these
matters, one at the Harbour, one in the town, both very difficult of
agsessment in relation to danger to health or in their quality as a nuisance.

The Tarmacadam Plant was the subject of investigation and one feels
frustrated that the Whitstable U.D.C.Act of 1948 cannot carry us just a little
further than Sections 30 ard 117 allow, The use of trees and vegetation as
noige barriers is well recognised in the lay-out of houasing, and the experience
from similar industrial plants elsewhere suggests that vegetation has a marked
effect in the limitation of dust spread. When the opportunity presents, the
use of trees in the Harbour area is well worth a trial,






ANNUAT, REFORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

WHITSTABLE URBAN DISTRICT

(RIPARIAN AUTHORITY)

1955

STAFF

Medical Officer of Health - M.S.Harvey, M.B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H.,
Appointed 1/11/51.

Chief Sanitary Inspector - F.W.I.Whitehouse, M.R.S.I.,M.5.1I.A.,
Appointed 14/1/46.

Address and Telephone Number of M.O.H:-

Office: 14.,Dane John, Canterbury. Canterbury L4412,
Home: "The Gables", Stodmarsh Road,
Canterbury. Canterbury 3391.

AMOUNT OF SHIPFING ENTERING THE DISTRICT DURING 1955

No. of ships reported
as having had infectious
disease on board during
Ships from | Number | Tomnage By M.0.H. | By S.I. | voyage

No.Inspected

Foreign Ports 3 391 - - -
Coastwise 214 19,795 L L5 =
Total 217 20,186 - L5 *

CHARACTER OF SHIFFING

The character of the shipping and trade during the year was
small tormnege coastwise transport.

Passenger traffic: Number of passengers inward - Nil
Number of passengers outward - Nil
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Cargo traffioc: Principal Imports - Wheat, stone, potatoes, sand,
slag, meal, oats, flour and maize.
Principal Exports - Stone and durite.

Principal Ports from which ships arrive: London, Middlesborough, Colchester
and Perth, with floreign vessels from
France and Germany.

There is no inland barge traffic.

WATER _SUFPLY

The Harbour receives the town mains supply which is a good chalk
water received from the Canterbury Water Company, softened by a lime process
and chlorinated,

The supply to shipping is from hydrants on the quay which are
protected and have been found on inspection to be satisfactory.

A water sample taken for chemical and bacteriological examination
was of a satisfactory nature,

The Authority has no water boats.

PUBLIC HEALTH (SHIPS) REGULATIONS, 1952.

A list of infected areas is maintained by the Medical Officer of
Health, and is kept up to date by reference to the information supplied to him as
M.O.H., Sandwich, by the Minister. H.M.,Customs receive such information from
the port of Faversham in whose area they are situated,

Notice of the arrival of ships from foreign ports is received from
the Harbourmester and the Shipping Agent.

The standing direction for the mooring of an infected or unhealthy
ship is "off the East Quay, shored off", as agreed with H.M,Customs in
June 1934, but it is quite impracticable, in view of the direction of the
chamnel, to have shipping moored off the East Quay. However, an arrangement
is understood to be still applicable that any ship in which there is
suspicion of infection or the presence of infectious disease shall anchor
off Shellness, Isle of Sheppey, to allow clearance before entry. No record
is available of such a direction having been issued under Regulations, but
it has the standing of war time practice for this district.

Cases of infectious disease go to Haine Isclation Hospital,Ramsgate,

There is no standing arrangement for surveillance and follow up
of contacts of cases of infectious disease as there is no regular passenger
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traffic. Such action would be carried out through Medical Officers of
Health at destinations, and local surveillance would be carried out by
the Medical Officer of Health or his Deputy, and Dr.Etheridge, the retired
Medical Officer of Health.

A steam disinfector is situated within easy access of the Harbour.
Cleansing facilities for infested persons can be provided readily at the
disinfecting station. Disinfection on board ship would be done by gaseous
disinfection followed by cleaning down.

SMAT.LPOX

Cases go to the Rivers Hospital, Long Reach, Dartford.

Such cases are transported by the Canterbury Joint Ambulance
Service for whose vaccinal state the Medical Officer of Health, as M.O.H,
of Canterbury, is responsible.

Dr.Rex Fletcher, of 30,Cheriton Gardens, Folkestone, is the
nearest smallpox consultant., Telephone No.Folkestone 3688.

The facilities f'or labormatory diagnosis of smallpox are centred on
the Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale Avenue, London.N.W.9.
Telephone No.Colindale 7041. Supplies of the necessary equipment for
collecting specimens are held at the Kent & Canterbury Hospital Laboratory
and the Canterbury Health Department.

VENEREAL DISEASE

The nearest treatment centre is the Kent & Canterbury Hospital,
at which out-patient and in-patient facilities are available.

Males = Tuesday and Friday 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Females - Tuesday and Friday 2 p.m. = 3 p.m.

This information is awvailable at the Council Offices which are close
to the Harbour.

NOTIFIAELE DISEASES

No ceges of notifiable or other infectious disease are known to
have occurred on vessels visiting this riparian authority during 1955.

No cases of malaria were identified.

No cases of plague were suspected or occurred.






RODENT _ CONTROL

The harbour is not an approved port for the purpose of granting
deratisation or exemption certificates, Ships in the harbour and the
harbour precincts are inspected for rats,

Two rats were sent for pathological examination, The appropriate
laboratory is the County Laboratory. Leptospirosis was found in one. No
salmonella was isolated.

INSPECTION OF SHIPS FOR NUISANCES

Inspections and Notices

Nature and No., of Notices Served Result of
Inspections serving Notices

Statutory Other
Notices Notices

Public Health and
Rodent Control L5 Nil Nil -

SHELLFISH LAYTNGS

The collection of molluscs takes place on the Seasalter flats
and the Whitstable Oyster beds are in the sea off the Whitstable and
Tankerton shores. These collecting areas have never been suspect as
sources of danger to health, but the authority has taken informal action
from time to time to examine the fish after cleansing or processing, and
has found them acceptable for human consumption.

The two local oyster fisheries cleanse the oysters by the ozone
and settled sea water process, and an excellent oyster is marketed.

BURIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Bodies can be accommodated in the public mortuary. Subsequent
burial can be supervised by the Chief Sanitary Inspector who, as Officer
for the burial of the unclaimed dead, is in touch with the undertakers of
such burial.






URBAN DISTRICT 1955

WHITSTAELE
Chairman of the Counecil -
Chairman of the
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Health Committee -
Staff of the

Health Department =

Clerk of the Council and
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G.S.Dunkin, B,Sc(Eng),A.M.I,C.E,






HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
GATE LODGE,
THE CASTIE,
WHITSTABLE,

11th July, 1956.
To: The Chairman and Members

of the Whitstable Urban
District Council.

Mr,Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have pleasure in submitting my tenth Annual Report of the

work carried out during the year 1955.

GENERAL

Total number of inspections was 5,115 made up as follows:-

Slaughterhouses i o e ey S R 68
Bakehouses T Ly e S BT 33
Milk Regﬂaﬁ.ms e - e T s e 5?
Ice Cream Premises and Sampling.. Tk i e ase 55
Butchers Shops R T T i LR Ay T 56
Other Food Shops Qi suit sin ces s castr 112
Cafes, Restaurents, ete.... G R R e Tl ‘es 79
Food Preparing Rooms C R s aa e At et o 8% 76
Fish Shops T TR
Hawkers S A ak oo 34

Dwellinghouses (F.H.Ag Ty o PR R R R -
Dwellinghouses EP;H.A RE=ol e SR L0l o vt aen s 246

Dwellinghouses (Housing Act) ...  ses  ses  oss  <os 378
Overcrowding PR R b T Ry R e L 8L
Verminous Houses S e e S AL R R 58
Cemping Sites i R e L 1
Refuse Heaps and Accumulations... +s. s:s  +ss  +.s 108
Re-visits i R T T e A ot LA 5 L
Drains Inapec‘l:ed . Y "aa “en “en P 58'8
Drains Tested Seal e ius Lawe | wie o wie 59
CESBPDO:LE “en e 1es s e sce 1?&-
Keepirg of Animals sy Nanvin ! medar BaRbln ) fliena 46

Heatir}g .;@?1?:_8:‘&35 - w W - - oW - - a 5






Pﬂt mjna-&Ct LA R & @@ & & @ &8 @ W@ L ] Ew ‘f+
Houging Repairs and Rents Act ..o eoe  wes  0ss  ses 2

Couneil Premizes ... 50

Rodent Cﬂntml DWElling Houses TE TR TR s ED?

Agricultural Premises 25
Business Premises ... A 154

POI"':— Hﬁﬂ-lt-‘h PEw N "R T R e w 5':'

Petroleum

Mectiﬂus Diﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ-« LI LR - L - LI 156
Pu-‘blic Conmencesi- L ] L N LN ] LN ] L L L 1|'6
Fﬁ.ﬂtﬂries Act - w - L] L] LN LU L 163

Shops Acts

L L L L L L - aw LI 1%

Water Supplies B e R e e 33
Unsound Food Shid gt SRR R R R R T R S |
Bedding and Disinfection... ... Al e Sha A
Refuse Collection and Disposal... «e.  sss  sss  sss BU6
Civil Defence - e n .on 79
Miscellaneous e SO e P aRLEe RS0 1D

NUISANCES ABATED

During the year the following nuisances were abated:=-

Roof's repaired 7 27
Eaves gutters and rainwater pipes repaired or renewed ven 17
Floors repalired or renewed. ... 18
Doara s end windows repediped. ool Pani oL BRI RoTnie L9
Dirty rooms cleansed, .ss sen St A e LY 32
Sinks I‘epalred ﬂrmnm&'- " " e w 5w see .”+
Stoves repaired or renewed. .i. s eas sew  ees 9
Bt oiewe e mena gt oy e i h e ke T it hGsiai e s G 16
Bireplaces repaired and renewed.. se:  ess  ess  wes %
Dreing relaid orrepadred.s | sis  wes  sae  den wae 9
Drains cleared T L 31
W.C's repaired or reneweld.. «ss  eas  sss s wue 21
Ceiling and wall plaster repaired ... se:  ses  oes L2
Rising and/or penetrating damp.ce  eee  ees  ese  sas 47
Miscellaneous repairs ... .ne che 2l

HOUSING

Inspection of Dwellinghouses during the year:-

(1)

Total number of dwellinghouses inspected
for housing defects ( under Public Health
o BaH R P O s R 4ss.  ape  ThD






(2)

(3)

(&)

(1)

(2)

(1)
(2)

-

Number of dwellinghouses (included under

sub=head (1)) which were inspected and

recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations ... L S i S Sha &

Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as
to be unfit for humen habitation. ... ... 8

Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for
humen habitation ... .t n P R P

Remedy of defects during the year without
service of formal notices:-

Number of defective dwellinghouses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their Officers ... see 100

Action under Statutory Powers during the
year: -

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16 of
the Housillg ACt, 1936‘ L L L LI LI HE

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:-

lumber of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Notices were served requiring defects to be
mdieﬂ- - e . L - .. - & & L L L 1#

Number of dwellinghouses in which defects
were remedied af'ter service of formal
Notices:-

9.4}

(a} B‘F mem' - " w L B ) - % ® L L ]
(b) By Local Mthority in default of owners. NIL

Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936:-

Number of dwellinghouses demolished .., e s 2

Number of dwellinghouses in respect of which
Demolition Orders or Closing Orders were made 3






S

D, Proceedings under Section 12 of the
Huusim Mt’ 19360 - a8 -8 LI ] L O NE
L. Housing Act, 1936, Part IV, Overcrowding:-
(a) (1) MNumber of dwellings overcrowded at the end
of the year “oe ase “es voe .o 6
(2) MNumber of families dwelling therein. ... 6
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein.. ... 33
(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding
yelieved during the year ... ..o  sss 2
(e) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved,. s
(a) Number of persons concerned in such cases. 19
(e) Number of new cases of overcrowding. ... 2

NEW HOUSES DURING 1955

(a) Total number of dwelling houses on pla.ns submitted
during the year SR e § waie 0 isees M 1B5

(b) Total number of houses erected during 1955 ... 100
(c¢) Houses erected by Local Authority... ... ... NIL
(d) Houses erected by other persons ... ... ... 100

SLUM CLEARANCE

Detailed consideration was given by the Council to its programme
for dealing with unfit houses, The Minister was informed that it was
estimated that 41 houses would be included in three clearance areas
consisting of 7, 14 and 20 houses respectively, end that 26 individual houses
would be dealt with under Part 2 of the 1936 Act. The period required
to deal with this progremme was estimated to be five years.






MEAT SUPPLIES

The Council's resolution of 1954 to efflect the closing of all existing
licensed slaughterhouses and to prevent the establishment of new slaughterhouses
was the subject of a Ministry of Food Inquiry. Confirmation was received early
in 1955, and slaughtering ceased in March. As far as I am aware, no difficulties
have been sustained by the butchers as a result of this action. The public
abattoir at Canterbury is well able to meet all local slaughtering needs, and
liaison with the Canterbury Council is maintained by our representation on the
Abattoir Consultative Committee.

Details of carcases inspected are as follows:-

Cattle Sheep
excluding Cows Calves and Pigs
Cows Lambs
Number Inspected +.v  see  oee 16 10 7 L 106
All diseases except T.B.
Whoj.ﬁ GEI‘GEEES & 8@ R o = . e = =
Carcases of which some part or organ
wa s Gﬂnﬂ.ﬂmnﬂd N N & E o 2 -] o o j‘
Percentage of the number inspected
affected with disease other than T.B. 12+5% - - - 3%
T.B. only
Whole Carcases e - 1 - - -
Carcases of which some part or organ
wasg Wnﬁmeﬂ. TR "R TR 2 1 e e 1
Percenteage of the number inspected
affected With TuB. eee  eee  ons 12.5% 20% - - 1%

FOOD HYGIENE

Routine inspections were carried out of all the various food shops and
food preparing premises, having particular regard to the requirements of the
Council's Clean Food Byelaws, 362 visits being made in this connection.

Five samples of shellfish were taken for bacteriological examination, none
of which contained disease producing organisms. Two samples of bread containing
extraneous matter were dealt with, wamming letters being sent in each case.

The Whitstable U.D.C.Act of 1948, requires the registration of food
hawkers and twenty-two persons were so registered.






UNSOUND _FOOD

The following table shows the amount of unsound food voluntarily
surrendered during the year, for which condemnation certificates were
issued. All unsound food is collected and disposed of at the Council's
Refuse Tip.

1bs

Meat B aie 393
Timed Meat ... ... iy 419
Slaughterhouse Meat and Offal 881
ﬁsh L - L L I 191
Tinned Fish e 20
Timed Milk ... 71
Chasag s o Nl te  aia | dis 215
Time'a Fmit - . § - L 21"?
COMEIRE v s e 50
Miscellaneous ... 212
2,699

| ———=—]

MILK _SUPFLIES

There were registered in the area four dairies and fifteen distributors
of milk, BSix dealers bottling licences, two supplementary licences for
pasteurised milk, and one supplementary licence for tuberculin tested milk
were issued.

The results of the samples taken, details of which are given below,
denote that a satisfactory standard of cleanliness was maintained:-

Twelve samples of Tuberculin Tested bottled milk, of which
eleven passed the test.

Twelve samples of Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) bottled milk,
all of which passed the test.

Ten samples of Pasteurised bottled milk, all of which passed
the test.

One sample of undesignated milk which was of a satisfactory nature.

Four samples of raw milk taken for biological examination were
of a satisfactory nature.

Pasteurising plant was installed at a further dairy during the year,
which meant that milk was pasteurised at three of the four dairies in the
district. In the case of the fourth pasteurised bottled milk was obtained
in bulk from a dairy outside the district.
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In December Whitstable became a specified area by virtue of an
Order made by the Minister of Agriculture,Fisheries and Food, which ensured
that all milk sold by retail must be "specially designated" milk, that is,
milk which is either pasteurised, sterilised or tuberculin tested.

ICE CREAM

Three premises only were used for the manufacture of ice oream
as against a total of twenty a few years ago. The number of premises
registered for sale was 96.

Of the twenty-one samples taken, sixteen were placed in Grade 1,
three in Grade 2, two in Grade 3, and none in Grade 4.

Al]l samples were found to be free from disease producing organisms,
SHOPS ACTS

The administration of the Shops Acts is carried out by the Sanitary
Inspectors under powers delegated to this authority by the County Council,
and a report in this comnection has already been submitted.

WATER SUPPLIES

Ten samples of drinking water were submitted for examination, all
of which were found to be satisfactory. Approximately 99+5% of all houses
have an individual piped supply.

SWIMMING BATH

The private sea water swimming bath at West Beach cantinued to
operate during the summer, Chemical sterilisation of the water is carried
out, and bacteriological reports on the water by the County Analyst were
of a satisfactory nature.

PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951.

Four licences were issued by the Council in respect of the sale
of pet animals,

Licence conditions, which are based on recommendations made by the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, are being complied
with.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FIILING MATERTALS ACT, 195%.

One factory is registered in connection with the use of rag flock
for the manufacture of new articles, and there are no premises where rag
flock is manufactured.






PEST CONTROL

Thirty-two verminous rooms were disinfested and six wasps nests
were destroyed.

PETROLEUM REGULATIONS

Thirty-one licences were issued during the year and routine visits
were made to ensure that licence conditions were complied with. Liaison
is maintained with the local Fire Prevention Officer.

FACTCRIES ACTS

The following statistics relate to the operation of the
Factories Acts:=-

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948

1 - INSPECTICONS

Numbexr Sunbert of

Premises on Written Occupiers
Register Inspections | Notices | Prosecuted

(i) Factories in
which Sections 1,2,3,
L and 6 are to be
enforced by Local
Authorities S 22 37 = -
(ii) Factories not
included in (i) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority ... 98 107 6 -
(iii) Other
premises in which
Section 7 is
enforced by the
Loecal Authority
(excluding out=
workers' premises) - 19 - =

TOTAL 120 163 6 -
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948.

2 = CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Number of cases in which Number of
deflects were found cases in
which
Particulars Referred prosecutions
Found | Remedied | To H.M. By HoM, | "%,
Inspector | Inspector instituted
Want of cleanliness 3 2 =
Overcrowding T - - - - -
Unreasonable
temperature cose - == - - -
Inadequate
ventilation .0 - - - - -
Ineffective
drainage of floors. - - - - -
Sanitary Conveniences:
Eag Insufficient... 2 2 - - -
b) Unsuitable or

defective e 3 3 - 1 -
(¢) Not separate

for sexea ... - - - - -
Other offences
against the Aot ...
(Not including
offencea relating
to outwork) 2 i 1 - -

TOTAL 10 9 1 1 -
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RODENT CONTROL

The following statistics denote the amount of work carried out
by this department during the year:-

Local Dwelling All Other Total of Agricul-
Authority Houses (including Cols (1) tural
(including Business (2) & (3)
Council Premises)

Houses)
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5)
1.No of properties in
L.A's district 30 6810 1040 76880 21
2.No of properties
inspected as a result
of:=-
(a)Notification 1 91 9 101 -
(b)Survey under the Act 29 90 9. 213 21
(c) Otherwise (e.g. when
visited primarily
for some other - 205 174 379 -
purpose)
3.Total inspections carried
out including re-inspectionshl 439 L43 926 25
L.No of properties
inspected (in Section 2)
which were found to be
infested by:-
Major 1 - - 1 -
(8) Rats hyoinor 2 93 10 105 1
. (Major - - - - -
(b) Mice (o 3 2 7 31 2

5.No. of infested properties
(in Section 4) treated
by L.A, 3 117 17 137 1
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Contd:
Local Dwelling All Other Total of Agricul=-
Authority Houses (including Cols (1) tural
(including Business (2) & (3)
Council Premises)
Houses)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
6. Total treatments
carried out
(including re-
treatments) 7 128 18 153 1
7. Number of 'Block!
control achemes
carried out ves L

Two Maintenance Treatments of the sewers were carried out during

the year with the following results:-

Test Baiting Treatment - 5th and Yth April 1955.

Number of manholes baited ... duel 1050
Number of manholes showing 'takes'... T

No.1, Maintenanca Treatment - 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th April 1955.

Number of manholes baited ... ... 106
Number of manholes showing

pre-bait take s T R
Number of manholes al-mung cnmplete
pre=bait take on one or both days ... 2

No,2. Maintenance Treatment - 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st and
31st October, 1st and 2nd November 1955.

Number of manholes baited ... Ses =11
Number of manholes showing

Pr'e""'bait 'bEllEE N ] 'R [ N 19
Number of manholes ahmung complete
pre=bait take on one or both days ... 1

Work carried out on Rodent Control is in accordance with the

recommendations of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and
ranks for grent aid.

No full-time operator is employed, the work being carried out

by Mr.P,K.Marsh, General Assistant, who has been fully trained in the Ministry's
technique at one of their approved training courses.
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PUBLIC MORTUARY

The Public Mortuary is situated in Islend Wall, in connection
with which the following bodies were received:-

Males Females
Number of bodies admitted:-

Resident Ll Pt 1 8
Non-Resident... ‘e - }
1 11

p————————

Number of bodies admitted for
Post Mortem examinations ... e 22

Number of INQUESsts cee  sos  ses 6

CAUSES OF DEATH

Natural Causes.. sew XL e 16
Euici-de e W L LN LN LI 3
Msadventure ..  see  ses  aws 3

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFECTION

A total number of 45 rooms were disinfected during the year,
together with the following articles:=-

Mattresses ..o ese  ess 17
Pillows P e anw 29
Bolsters Sent e e 1
Blankets e w san 'L 17
Sheets s . v “ne 14
Q'Lliltﬂ PP L e 5
Cushions “en P - 2
Miscellaneous.. ses e

o

The Council's steam disinfecting plant is situated at Station Road,
and comprises a vertical cross tube boiler with oval jacketed disinfector.
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CONTROL OF MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

The number of licensed camping sites in the area was eighteen,
providing accommodation for 1,272 dwellings and comprising 63% acres.

Plamning legislation mainly controls the siting of the camps,
and the public health licences which are issued on an annual basis impose
conditions relating to density, water supplies and sanitary conditions.

There wag the usual establishment of camping sites within the
'free limit' allowed under the Public Health Act, namely, forty-two
consecutive days or sixty intemittent days, during which periocds no
public health licences are required., These sites were inspected to
ensure compliance with sanitary requirements.

Campers under canvas are seldom able to obtain accamodation
on the permanent sites, whose full quota of moveable dwellings is usually
taken up by caravans. Fortumately, any large scale camping of this nature
is usually confined to the peak holiday period, the duration of which is
so short that no serious health hazard arises.

REFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

REFUSE COLLECTION

No change was effected in the system of refuse collection, which
ensures that a weekly collection is made of all domestic refuse.

The collection of trade refuse is also undertaken, a service which
is optional, and for which the trader is required to pay. The amount
recovered for this service during the year being £70. 9. 8,

Collection is carried out by two full-time vehicles and cne
part-time, their respective cubic cepacities being one of 10 and two of

12 cubic yards.

A special weekly salvage collection is made from business premises,
and domestic wastepaper is collected concurrently with the refuse.

The town continues to expand and the stand-by wvehicle is being
increasingly used to cope with the additional work involved.

REFUSE DISPOSAL

Disposal is carried out at the Council's Tip off Thanet Way at
Yorkletts by means of controlled tipping, in accordance with the
recommendations of the Ministry of Health,

The use of mechanical aid has brought about a decided improvement
in both the appearsance and method of disposal, and it is anticipated that the
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use of the larger dozer, which was put into use in 1956, will materially
lighten the work at the Tip, and enable labour to be diverted to the collection
side where requirements are always increasing.

The picking rights of salvageable materials, other than wastepaper,
are let off on an annual basis, the amount received in this comnection being
£115.

Wastepaper salvaged during the year amounted to 130 tons 2 grs, and
realized £1,026. 8, 10.

CIVIL TEFENCE

As Head of the Welfare Section the Sanitary Inspector is responsible
for organisation and training of the Section. This would be an impossible
task were it not for the assistance rendered by the Women's Voluntary Services,
whose members form the backbone of the Section and from whom the Instructors

are mainly drawmn.

CONCLUSION

May I conclude by expressing my thanks to the Council for their
encouragement and support, to Dr.Harvey flor his help and advice, to my
staff for their willing and able assistance, and to the Chief Officers and
their staffs for the co-operation so readily given.

I am,

Your obedient Servant,

F.W.I.WHITEHOUSE, M.R.S.I., M.S.I.A.,
CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTCR






