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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1953,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Urban District of Whitefield.

July, 1954.

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the year
1953 on the health and sanitary conditions of the district. The
population again shows a slight increase to 12,990 according to
the Registrar General's estimate.

The *adjusted live birth rate was 12.9 compared with the
rate for England and Wales of 15.5 per 1,000 of the population.

The adjusted death rate was 11.4 per 1,000 of the popula-
tion, which was identical with the national rate,

There were no maternal deaths, and the infant mortality
rate was 29 per 1,000 live births. There were five deaths of
infants under one year of age, and four of these occurred in the
first four weeks of life. There was a marked preponderance of
deaths from cancer of the lung in men; nine of the ten deaths
were males. There was no undue incidence of illness or out-
break of infection apart from a number of measles cases, There
were no notifications of poliomyelitis or diphtheria. There were
three deaths from respiratory tuberculosis, five new cases of the
disease, and four of non-respiratory tuberculosis.

One out of 28 samples of raw milk was found to contain
tubercle bacilli, and immediate steps were taken to tracz and
eliminate the source of infection. Eleven out of 29 samples of
raw milk were bacteriologically unsatisfactory, but only one
sample out of 51 samples of heat treated milk was found to be
unsatisfactory.

The water supply gave rise to a number of complaints
because of the presence of small insects and other organisms.
These complaints were considered by the Water Authority to be

* ¢ adjusted " means corrected to a standard population for
purposes of comparison with other districts,
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