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Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, certain sections of which
by an Order of the Local Government Board came into force
for this Rural District on May 4th, 1910. There were no other
children in the house, and no source of infection could be traced.
No other case is known to have occurred in Whitchurch during
the year, and there was but one in 1909, in |anuary, evidently
imported. On October 31st two children 8 and 4 years of age,
of a family in Winchester Street, Overton, were notified and
removed to the Hospital on November 1st. The child 8 years
had been at school on October 28th. On November 10th a
child 8 years of age, residing in the Avenue, Winchester Street,
Overton, was notified and removed to the Hospital. It was
ascertained that this child was a relative of the others, and had
visited them on October 29th, the day the first child sickened,
On making inquiries at the school 1 was informed that a certain
little girl had been absent from school for the last three weeks
supposed to have measles, this child was subscquently found
to be peeling, and notified as Scarlet Fever, a further case
being notified on November 13th, an adult in a different part
of Overton. 1 communicated with the County Medical Officer
in reference to this outbreak, which seemed likely to extend
and he very kindly visited Overton with me on November 15th.
On December 22nd a child 2} years, one of the family, from
which the two children were removed to Hospital, on November
Ist, was notified and removed to Hospital. Notwithstanding
the house had been disinfected after removal of the two cases
on November 1st this one occurred rather more than 7 weeks
later, and had either of the children returned from the Hospital
would have been attributed to that event, being what is termed
a “return case” of which fortunately we have as yet had no
instance since our hospital has been in use, nearly 14 years.
On December 30th another child of 8 years was notified in a
fresh place, not removed to Hospital. It being holiday time,
I directed that the girls’ department of the Elementary School
should be disinfected. During the year 9 cases were notified,

viz. :—1 in Whitchurch and 8 in Overton, 5 of the latter being
admitted to the Hospital.



ENTERIC FEVER (TYPHOID) —As a sequel to the out-
break in Whitchurch in the Autumn of 1909 two cases were
notified in January, and admitted to the Hospital, Father 41
years and Son 11 years, the former on January 4th, ended
fatally on 11th ; the latter, January 22nd, made a good recovery
and left March 22nd. As a result of these cases an old well,
for 4 houses, was closed, and a new tube pump supplied. On
July 11th the case of a man 44 years was notified. This patient
had many complications, apparently commencing with influ-
enza and cerebral inflammation, and died on August 12th,
and having heen too ill to be removed a Nurse was provided
(Sec. 67). This house was exceptionally clean, and no insanitary
conditions were found to account for the illness. On September
15th a boy 14 years, whose illness commenced about September
Ist with acute pneumonia, which almost terminated fatally,
was notified as suffering from Tvphoid Fever, and being too il
to be moved Sec. 67 was again called into requisition, and a
Nurse provided, but here the accommodation in the cottage was
too limited for nursing, and a suitable lodging could not be
obtained, so as the Isolation Hospital was empty at the time
I arranged that the Nurse should take night duty at the cottage
and sleep and meal at the Hospital in the day, and so save the
expense of the lodging. This arrangement to hold good till
the boy should be able to be removed, which event by the aid
of the good nursing he received at a critical time, was brought
about by the 19th, on which day he was safely removed from
his stuffy and inconvenient room to the purer air of the Hospital,
where he made a good recovery. In all 4 cases were notified
from Whitchurch—3 of which were removed to the Hospital.

ERYSIPELAS —Of the 16 cases notified there is nothing
special to relate,

PUERPERAL. FEVER —The 2 cases notified were pro-
fessionally attended and associated with great difficulty in
delivery. In each case the Nurse, who is a Midwife, had assisted
and I gave notice to the Inspector of Midwives. Disinfection
was resorted to in each case,






opened for the reception of Patients in February, 1897, it being
contemplated that Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria would be the
only diseases treated there, but, like other things, its benefits
have extended with the demand, and it is interesting to note
that in the 14 years, approximately, no less than 252 Patients
have been admitted, viz. :—Scarlet Fever 184, Diphtheria 44,
Typhoid 23, Puerperal Fever 1, many of whom would, in all
probability, have died if left in their homes without proper
nourishment and nursing, and all would have been a danger as
sources of infection. This should surely lead to a more real
appreciation of the benefits conferred by this Hospital not
only on the individual but on the parents and the public in
general. The new Ambulance provided by your Council has
been a great comfort with increased safety in the removal
of patients critically ill.

Disinfection of premises, bedding, and clothing, where
infectious diseases occurred, and in other cases as recommended,
has been carefully carried out by your Inspector of Nuisances,
and disinfectants have been supplied as required. The ar-
rangement made by your Council that the Inspector of Nuisances
should undertake these duties has proved satisfactory. The
new Lingner disinfecting apparatus as recommended by the
County Medical Officer does its work well. and is used for
special cases, but frequently one or two Formalin lamps are
sufficent, especially when young children are in the house.

AS REGARDS DRAINAGE there is no rcgular system
of Sewerage, but in the more populous places in Whitchurch
and Overton through which the river Test flows, drains and
gutters have been laid for the conveyance of surface water,
usually to the river ; into these a good deal of foul matter finds
its way, and also slop water from sinks and back premises, but
in no instance is any closet known to connect with these drains.
The plan for flushing certain drains in Whitchurch, by means
of an inlet from the river, still works well, and the springs which
flow into the drain in a part of its course aid m keeping it clean
with the help of the Scavenger, who sweeps the gutters daily.
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As a result of a visit to Whitchurch from the County Medical
Officer the drainage in front of the houses in the Square and
Great Lane was much improved ; and later improvement was
made under the supervision of the Inspector of Nuisances
to the drainage of the houses in Test Road, where there had been
frequent trouble ; this appears to have remedied the nuisance,
and, if still satisfactory, other houses in Winchester Street
should be treated in a similar way.

THE WATER SUPPLY of the District is by Wells and
Tube Pumps, of which many more have been adopted of late
years, with an increased number this year. Many samples of
water have been examined as occasion required, and some
analysed and reported on by the County Analyst. All water
for the supply of new houses has been tested, or an analysis
obtained before a certificate is granted. There being a diffi-
culty in carrying out your resolution that Owners applying
for a certificate should obtain an analysis and report to be sub-
mitted to the Medical Officer of Health, at the desire of your
Council 1 consented to return to my former plan of testing
the water submitted by the Inspector of Nuisances, with the
understanding that if I was not satisified with the result
I was authorised to obtain an analysis and report from the
County Analyst at the expense of the Council, a procedure |
have adopted in some instances. 1 still, however, think that
if a person can afford to build a house and the law requires
that he must have a certificate he is the proper person to bear
the expense, especially if the Council by taking a sample
through their Inspector of Nuisances give him the benefit of
the contract price of the County Analyst.

THE DISPOSAL OF EXCREMENT in the District is
mainly on the pail system or cemented vaults, and the contents
are ordered to be emptied at regular intervals by the Scavenger
of the localities of Whitchurch and Overton and carted away
to the tip, St. Mary Bourne locality not requiring a Scavenger.
All old privy pits are as much as possible done away with, and
it is hoped will entirely disappear. The cemented pits were
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originally intended to be supplied with dry earth, but this is
found impracticable in the majority of cases, so that they
really become a nuisance and insanitary, especially when adjoin-
ing houses ; they are also disgusting to empty and add vastly
to the labour of the Scavenger ; it is very desirable they should
be done away with and the pail substituted. Under Section 46
of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, we now have
power to cause the alteration of these and other objectionable
pits, and, in fact, many have already been so altered by the
recommendation of your Medical Officer of Health and Inspec-
tor of Nuisances without recourse to further pressure, though in
some instances both in Whitchurch and Overton there was a
certain amount of difficulty to be contended with and con-
siderable delay in getting the work carried out. Owners should
be more careful in the construction of closets ; many of them
appear to think anything will do however dark and ill contrived.
The closet pails are ordered to be emptied regularly twice a
week by the Scavengers in Whitchurch and Overton, who are
also instructed to report the existence of any defective pails
to the Inspector of Nuisances.

HOUSE REFUSE AND RUBBISH is ordered to be removed
by the Scavengers in Whitchurch and Overton at least once a
week and oftener if required. The receptacles for ashes and
refuse are as a rule unsatisfactory, small pails and boxes being
used instead of sanitary dustbins, so that the contents are blown
about by every wind ; this is specially objectionable when stand
ing in the streets awaiting collection by the Scavenger The
use of sanitary dustbins is and should be encouraged, the ques-
tion is who should provide them ; the cottagers cannot, and the
landlords, with a few exceptions, appear to be unwilling to do
s0 ; the difficulty will probably be gradually overcome as people
more fully realise the importance of attention to what appear
even minor details in relation to the Public Health. Among
other matters relating fo the removal of refuse it appears
to me, and I may say to others, that the Council should provide
more suitable carts for the purpose, the present ones allowing
the contents to be blown about in all directions.






Several old Cottages have been whitewashed and repaired,
and overcrowding has been abated in 4 cases, in one of which
after repeated warnings, prosecution was found necessary, and
the Magistrates made an order for the abatement of the nui-
sance. In the cottages and smaller houses more suitable places
for the keeping of food is much to be desired, dark and ill-
ventilated places being anything but satisfactory. It seems
strange that in a system of model bye-laws for new houses no
allusion should be made to the provision of a suitable place for
the storage and keeping of food in small houses.

INSPECTIONS have been made under the Factory and
Workshops Act, 1901 ; attention given to cleanliness and sani-
tary conditions and to dwellings of home workers, especially
with regard to infectious illness, of which there has again been
none amongst them during the year. The sanitary con-
veniences are suitable and sufficient.

When Infectious Illness has occurred in a house the children
have been excluded from school by notice to the Teachers.

THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, of which there are 6 in
the District, counting the Infant School at Overton, which is a
separate building, as one, appear to be in a good sanitary con-
dition, theugh in the case of the latter the Managers were
requested, in November, to provide a water supply, by means of
a tube and pump on the premises, the existing arrangement
not being deemed satisfactory either by myself or the County
Medical Officer, who visited with me ; this will, no doubt,
be attended to when the wusual formalities have been gone
through. At the same visit it was observed that a heap of
cinders and ashes was lying in the playground at the Infants
School and in the yard at the Boys School. The same thing
I have seen to be the case at the Whitchurch School, where
much paper might be seen lying about, so we decided to ask
your Council to request the Managers of all the Elementary
Schools to provide suitable sanitary bins for ashes, dust and
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with the result, it is gratifying to acknowledge, that the majority
of the persons concerned readily carried out our wishes as far
as circumstances permitted, but of course, as was to be expected,
there were some who gave trouble and necessitated your powers
to be used, the result being that in both places many defects
have been remedied, as will be seen by the Table VI. with
summary of the work in your Inspector of Nuisance's depart-
ment, which, it must be acknowledged, has been great. At
the time of the inspections the weather was bad, so that nothing
was seen at its best, and since then it has been such as often
greatly to delay the execution of the work.

I formed the conclusion that in Overton the houses as a rule
were in better condition than many in Whitchurch, and gene-
rally with more open space and garden ground, but several
have no outlet, so that everything requiring removal has to be
brought through the house. The water supply was improved
in several instances, and the drainage of louses also im-
proved, and several old pit closets converted for pails. There
are still a certain number of pit closets remaining, but so
situated as apparently not dangerous at present, though they
may require to be dealt with in the future. There were many
old accumulations of rubbish to be removed.

In Whitchurch similar improvements to those at Overton
have been carried out. New tube pumps, wells cleaned out,
drainage to houses improved, closets improved and converted
for the pail with cement floor, houses whitewashed and repaired,
but in a few instances more is required to be done, and notably
to a house in the Fairclose, to which the work has only been
partially carried out, and where, there being ne water supply,
a pump with deep tube is required, the windows also are broken,
and much dilapidated, and there is no drainage ; in addition
to which the house is occupied by a very indifferent Tenant,
whom nothing will induce to keep her house and premises clean
and tidy.
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