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Divisional Health Office,
Hallfield Lane,
WETHERBY.
August, 1964,
To the Chairman and Members of the
Wetherby Rural District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a privilege to be able to present once again the

Annual Health Report for your District for 1963. As you will
see from the body of the report the vital statistics for the

vear are¢ satisfactory, the population has increased by over
2,000 people, undoubtedly reflecting the considerable new
house building throughout the District; the birth rate has
risen fractionally and surprisingly enough to a lesser extent
than in other parts of the West Riding area or the country
generally, The death rate, on the other hand, is one of the
lowest in the administrative County. Unfortunately, death
from Cancer rose substantially in 1963, one of the pronounced
sites affected being Cancer of the Stomach. Road and Home
Accidents continued to take their toll in fatalities.

In common with other L.ocal Authorities throughout the
country yvour Council considered the subject of fluoridation of
water supplies, and it 1s a matter of regret to me that it is on
record the Wetherby Council is not prepared to support the
idea of public water supplies being treated with fluorides in
an effort to reduce the incidence of dental decay in children.
Every effort was taken to supply the Council with all known
scientific facts in this matter, but the impression was given
that the Council was much more impressed by the emotional
and irresponsible observations of the so-called Pure Water
Association and its members than by the statements made by
professional people. It is to be hoped that the results of
threatened legal proceedings will be such as to make the
Council reconsider its decision in this matter.

[t was finally decided to proceed with a scheme for start-
ing a Wardens’ Service and erecting a Community Centre for
the enhancement of the welfare of old people in Wietherby
township, and I hope the day will not be far distant before a
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Warden starts work in the town, At the time of writing this
report it is understood approval to the erection of a Com-
munity Centre has been given by the County Council and the
efforts of your Engineer and Surveyor in designing this pro-
ject must be referred to with approbation.

The proposal to instal a pulverisation plant for dealing
with domestic refuse is one which was welcomed as a step in
sanitary hygiene by a progressively minded sanitary authority
and we look forward to seeing the results of this scheme soon.

I should like to draw your attention to the fact that no
case of Diphtheria or Poliomyelitis was reported to the Coun-
cil throughout the year. 1 make mention of this matter
because not so many years ago it would have appeared im-
possible for such a state of affairs to be reached as a result
of mass protective methods.

For the seventeenth successive vear the Medical Officer
of Health has enjoyed the continued assistance of Members
of the Council, fellow Officers and the Staff of his own De-
partment, and it is with real sincerity | express gratitude for
this help so readily given.

I am, Mr. Chairman,
Your obedient servant,
RONALD G. SMITHSON,
Medical Officer of Health.



PART 1. REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

1. GENERAL STATISTICS

Area in Acres i e 04,424
Population, 1961 Census ... ... G ot R
Population, Registrar-General's E&tlﬂlatﬂ Mld 1963 . 24,430
Number of Inhabited Houses ... 3,348
Rateable Value 31/3/64 .. e £729,928
Product of 1d. Rate, 31, 364 T S, . e s
District Council General Rate, I%S;’M 2/0
County Council General Rate, 1963/64 7/6

2. EXTRACT FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

Male Female Total

Live Births: Legitimate ... ... 168 163 331
Ilegitimake -2 5u) S 8 6 14

176 169 345

Birth Rate per thousand population ... 14.1
Illegitimate live births represent 4.05 per cent of total live births.
Stillbirths, 6. Rate per thousand total births 17.1
Deaths of infants under one year:

All infants per thousand lhive births (8) . 23.2

Legitimate infants per thousand ]-::Htmmte live births {3} 24.1

Illegitimate infants per thousand illegitimate live births ... Nil
Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (deaths under 4 wuclﬂ per thousand

total live births (4) ... o = 11.5
Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rate (de: Lt]n undcr 1 week 1:1:1

thousand total live births) (4) ... . 11.5
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths under 1 week

combined per thousand total live and stillbirths) (1) 28.5
Number of women dying in, or in consequence of childbirth was Nil
Total deaths from all causes, 251, Crude Death Ratc per

thousand population ... 10.3
Standardised Death Rate per thousand population ..., 11.2
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... 52
Pulmonary Tuberculosis (all ages) Nil
Deaths irom Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis (all ages) .. Nil
Deaths from Measles (all ages) .. Nil
Deaths from Whooping Cough {a]i ages) .. Nil
Deaths from Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea (all ages) 2
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WETHERBY RURAL DISTRICT
COMPARABLE VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE

YEAR 1963
Based on the Registrar-General’s Figures
Aggregate England
Eﬁ"est West & Wales
Wetherby Ril:ii:lT Ridmg {Provi-
Rural Rura Admin. sional

District District County hgures)
BIRTH RATE.

(Per 1,000 estimated population) 141 18.8 18.2 18.2
DEATH RATES.
(All per 1,000 estimated population)

All Causes ... E 10.3 10.2 12.0 12.2

Infective and Fara Dh excl.
Tub. but incl. Syphilis and

other V.D. (.04 0.04 0.04 *
Tuberculosis, Respiratory — 0.03 0.06 0.06
Tuberculosis, Other — 0.01 0.01 0.01
Cancer 2.13 1.70 1.94 2.18
Vascular Lesions of the

Nervous System 1.02 1.43 1.85 *
Heart and Circulatory ... 4.18 3.86 4.53
Respiratory Diseases ... . .04 1.19 1.57 *

Maternal Mortality (Deaths -::rf
mothers 1n  childbirth per
1,000 live and stillbirths) ... Nil 0.32 0.45 0.28

Infant Mortality ... e o Al 23.2 23.0 209

* Figures not available.
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CAUSES OF CIVILIAN DEATHS

Regisirar-General's Abridged List of Causes of Death in
the District during 1963

Cause

Number
Male Female Total

1. Tuberculosis (Respiratory) o o - —
2. Tuberculosis (Other) — — e
3. Syphilitic Disease ... _— 1 1
4 Diphtheria o = =
5. Whooping Cough .. < —- — —
6. Meningococcal Infections —_ = ==
/. Acute Poliomyelitis - — —
8. Measles — — —
9. Other Infective .md Pdrasﬂm qucaaeq - = e
10. Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach .. rf 3 10
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung Bronchus 5 1 6
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast —_ 7 7
13. Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus ... — 2 2
14. Other Malignant and Lypmphatic Ncnplaqms 10 14 24
15. Leukaemia, Aleunkaemia .., w 2 1 3
16. Diabetes - e 1 3
17. Vascular Lesions ﬂf Ncrvﬂus System 6 19 5
18. Coronary Disease, Angina 37 15 52
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease 1 3 4
20. Other Heart Disease 11 19 30
21. Other Circulatory Disease 3 13 16
22. Influenza 1 1 2
23. Pneumonia 5 5 10
24. Bronchitis ... 9 1 10
25. Other Diseases of the Re'-|J1ramr}' S}rstem 1 - 1
26. Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum 2 1 3
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoea — 2 2
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis .... - - 2 =
29. Hyperplasia of Prostate ... — — -
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion — —- —_—
31. Congenital Malformations — 1 1
J2. Other Defined and Ill-defined Dlseases 8 13 21
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents G 2 &
3. All Other Accidents 3 2 5
35. Suicide 1 2 3

36. Homicide and Dpemtmnb le War

From the Registrar-General’s list of causes of death in
the District during 1963 it will be seen that the most frequent
causes of death, the number of deaths so registered and the
corresponding death rates per thousand population were:

1. Heart and Circulatory Diseases 72,

2. Cancer T
3. Intra Cranial V'v-:cuhr Lesions 25,
4. Bronchitis i LI,
5. Pneumonia R 1 |
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equivalent to a death rate of 4.18
equivalent to a death rate of 2.13
equivalent to a death rate of 1.02
equivalent to a death rate of 0.41
equivalent to a death rate of 0.41



The total deaths of residents in the area increased by 18
compared with the previous year, but it is interesting to notice
that the deaths from Lung Cancer were reduced by 3, and the
total deaths from Cancer increased by 14 to 52. The numbe:
of local residents who died as a result of road accidents was
increased to 8, and the number of fatal home accidents was 5.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

As will be seen from the Chief Public Health Inspector®s
report, a record number of 461 new houses were built, 400 of
these were by private enterprise and 61 by the Council,

It was decided to investigate the possibility of installing
a pulverisation plant to deal with domestic refuse and to con-
centrate the District’s refuse disposal centrally,

[t is noteworthy in a Rural area that almost the whole of
the privy conversion work has been completed. The remaining
privies, totalling less than 100, will be substantially reduced
when all condemned property is demolished.

PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS

DISEASE
Cases sent to
Disease Total Hospital Deaths
Scarlet Fever 6 — -
Whooping Cough ... 17 — —
Measles 104 — —
Acute PnEumﬂma 6 — 10
Erysipelas 1 - =
Dysentery ... 2 — —
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 5 1 — —
TUBERCULOSIS

The following figures show the state of the register at
31.12.63:

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Total
: F. M. F,
31 34 6 7 78

This is an increase of 3 cases over the figures at 31.12.62.

Analysis of new notifications and deaths from Tuber-
culosis during the year:

Mew Deaths
Age Iﬁl.lmma]!‘?r Nuﬁrl"ulm-:n}rg.ar}' Pulmcrnai_;_}' NOﬁIPutm%mw
1 AR, S g bt B st
25-35 ... — 1 —_ — —_ — —_ —
3545 .. — — — - — - = =
BEIGE |y, reoll 8 ot vigviize AL i et (A
65 and over — — @ — — s Riscapent
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PART II. REPORT OF DIVISIONAL MEDICAL OFFICER

Once again this Section is included in the District Coun-
cil’s Annual Report to make members aware of the work
carried out by the Medical Officer of Health in his capacity
of Divisional Medical Officer,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE
Ante-Nata]l Care

The Local Health Authority’s Clinics, whether static or
mobile, all offered facilities for expectant mothers, but the
pattern has now altered to such an extent that the number
of mothers attending Clinics for this purpose is very much
in the minority. The trend has continued whereby private
practitioners carry out ante-natal care on their own patients
and 1s probably to be encouraged so long as the practitioner
has an opportunity of carrying out a full examination at the
appropriate intervals throughout the pregnancy. The advan-
tage of hmi']g the District Midwife in attendance at the
practitioner’s surgery is slowly growing, and I believe the
opportunity of close consultation between those concerned
with the actual delivery of the patient is to be welcomed.

During the course of the year we had disappointing re-
sults from our efforts to recruit qualified Midwives, and it is
necessary to underline the debt of gratitude the District owes
to those Midwives who continued to deal with the situation
of an increased birth rate, especially in the Tadcaster District,
and the increased practise of :lm:hargmg mothers from
Maternity Hospital after short stay care after confinement.

The members of the Midwifery Staff in post in 1963 have
carried out their duties with exemplary patience.

Number of deliveries attended by Midwives in the area
during the year—Domiciliary Cases

Doctor Mot Booked Doctor Booked

Doctor Doctor not Doctor Doctor not
present at  preseént at present at  present at .
delivery  delivery delivery  delivery Total

Midwives employed by
the Authority .. — 13 138 166 317
Midwives in Private
Practice (including
Midwives employed
in Nursing Homes) - — & -

Lad

Total { — © 185 = AL = 66" B E5A0
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Number of cases delivered in Institutions but attended by
domiciliary midwives on discharge from Institutions

at 48 hours ........ 5 i )
After 48 hours, up to and 111Llud1ng the fifth le.} ot
After the fifth day, before the tenth day . Sk D
Breast Feeding
Number of domiciliary cases in which the infant was
wholly breast fed at the fourteenth day (334%) ... 107
Statutory Notices received from Midwives
Total
1.  >tillbirths ... e . —
2. Liability to be a source of infection ... 1
3. Medical Aids issued because of -..mmphntmns ansmg
in/during :
(a) Pregnancy ... S
(b) Labour 6
(c) Lywmng-in ... 2
(d) The Child 5

During the year analgesia was available to parturient
women having their babies at home either by the use of Gas
and Air, Pethidine or Trilene.

The figures relating to this sort of treatment are as fol-
lows :—

Pethidine alone .... 10
(GGas and Air with Pethldme 14
Trilene alone : 99
Trilene with Pethldm& Wi - TRl

Total 283

—

MATERNITY HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION

The following table summarises the number of births
from this area which took place in Hospitals outside the area
during the year:

1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
York Maternity Hospital e 9% 98 76 74 095 97 136 161

Harrogate General Hospital
and Carlton Lodge, Harrogate 126 155 162 151 168 125 160 189

Wakefield Hospltals T RS R Ve vl R 1l 1 Tt ol | (G ¢
Castleford ... SRR g 1 ' 2 O = -
Leeds Hospitals ... e w02 G aee 9 1161300129158
Otley General Hosmta] 4 Z2 — 1 = 2 - 1
St. Winifred's, Ilkley ... o .. — — — — — — 1 —
Other Hospitals v b e BN L e LTl e i A e ¢
Private Nursing Homes ... ... 84 41 46 18 23 3B 25 28
Home Confinements ... ... ... 317 333 318 348 320 336 325 320
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From the above table it will be obvious that the increased
number of births to normal residents in the area were under-
taken in part by all the Hospitals serving the District, The
curious fact which it is not easy to explain is that the birth
rate in the Tadcaster District, at 19.0 per thousand population,
was a much larger percentage rise than was that in the
Wetherby area at 14.1. This fact is reflected in the com-
mencement of the 48 hour discharges in the York and Wake-
field Hospitals where the step has been taken slowly to enable
cases presenting themselves to be dealt with,

Health Visiting

Staff changes consist of a promotion for Mrs, C. C.
Howels to the post of Divisional Nursing Officer and the
resignation of Miss Coleman, who took our good wishes with
her on taking up the post of Tutor in the Aberdeen Health
Department, Miss Griffin left the staff to become Matron of
a Residential School on the 4th May, 1963. We are glad to
enrol on our Health Visiting Staff, Miss Dinsdale and Miss
Crossleyv, who commenced duty in _fuly 1963. Mrs. Phelps
joined the staff as a Part-time Heaith Visitor in September,

1963.

A summary of the work of the Health Visitors reads as

tollows :
No. of
clnldreu
:.-m Br )
E ears : Children Children
ol age Expectant Children under age 1 age 2 Tuber-
visited Mothers 1 vear ol age and ut culous
during First Total First Total under under Houze. Other
Vear Visit Visits Visit Visits 2 years 5 years hold Cases

(Y ES 2 aNiia)il S (o) AEH IS (0T SRR )
3,555 268 518 853 4,066 3,134 3,674 155 5,291

The Health visitors continued to conduct three special in-
vestigations, firstly the search for children presenting the
abnormal bicchemical reaction known as Phenylketonuria,
resulting in 869 babies being tested out of the 897 born, at
about the fourth week of life, with a view to discovering any
child likely to suffer brain damage from the presence of
abnormal breakdown of protein material during metabolism.
In fact, out of the 869 children tested by the Health Visitors,
two babies were suspiciously positive. On more intensive
examination by laboratory methods both children were cleared
of suspicion. The second special investigation is the routine
testing of new born babies to discover whether there is evi-
dence of congenital dislocation of the hip. The importance of
making this early discovery 1s to ensure the child received
treatment, which consists of prolonged immobilisation before
it has reached the age of walking. The third special piece of
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work the Health Visitors did in 1963 was to report on the
presence of congenital abnormalities in every child born in
the District, The aim of this investigation is to make it
possible to become aware quickly of any repetition of a
thalidomide tragedy.

Clinic Facilities

The continued development of the District in which each
Parish seems to have its share has resulted in increased de-
mands for Clinic facilities, especially for infant welfare pur-
poses and the sale of infant foods. The Mobile Clinic 1s of
inestimable value in a Rural District area such as this, and
we now use it on 5 full days per fortnight in 24 different

places of call. The additional places added to our list in 1963
were Bickerton, Cawood and Malton.

The figures covering the work of the Clinics show that
1,766 children under the age of 5 years attended on 12,129
occasions, together with 19 expectant mothers who attended
on 83 occasions. One mother only attended a static clinic for
post-natal examination.

The Relaxation Classes in Boston Spa, Church Fenton,
Micklefield, Sherburn-in-Elmet, Swillington, Tadcaster and
Wetherby were attended by 121 mothers on 548 occasions.
It should be noted that these Relaxation Classes are available
to mothers who are booked for their babies in hospital as
well as those who intend having their babies at home.

At the 24 points of call by the Mobile Clinic, 4,126 attend-
ances were recorded for Infant Welfare purposes, and 27
attendances were made by 6 Expectant Mothers.

Distribution of Welfare Foods
The following figures demonstrate a rise in the sales of
National Welfare Foods compared with the previous year,
and these sales probably reflect the increased births in the
year.
5,128 Tins of National Dried Milk.
8,147 Bottles of Orange Juice.

797 Bottles of Cod Liver Oil.
297 Packets of Vitamin Tablets,
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CARE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER AND CHILD

Of the 35 illegitimate births which the Registrar General
assigned to the Divisional area, the Department has know-
ledge of 29 cases,

Details of the 29 cases known to us were reported in
the Annual Return as follows:

Number of cases dealt with during the year:

West Non-
Riding County
: (Cases (Cases Total
(a) Referred by Moral Welfare
Organisations ... 9 - 9

(b) Ascertained through own staff

(midwives), -etc. .. i3 17 3 20
(c) Referred by other services - - —
Totals 26 3 29
Ages

(a) Under 15 ... 1 .- 1
(b) 15-19 FEOL 1 13
(¢) 20-24 L] 2 13
(d) 25-29 i 1 — 1
(e) 30-39 1 — 1
(f) 40 and over - — — —
Totals 26 ) 29

Disposal
(1) Marriage ... 1 1 7
(i1) Baby Died 1 — 1
(1i) Baby Adopted ... iy e gt ke 2 15
(iv) Mother keeping bahv 3 —- 3
(v) Grandparents taking baby home 7 — 7
(vi) Baby Fostered 1 — 1
Totals 26 3 29

It 1s interesting that only one example received of a
mother having a second illegitimate child and of the 29 illegi-
timate births 26 were to single women,

HOME NURSING SERVICE

14 Nurses were employed in the Division during the year
and the following statistics serve as a summary of the work
they carried out:
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Number of cases Number of visits

attended by paid by

Home Nurses Home Murses

during the year during the yvear
(1) Medical 449 11,405
(2) Surgical 156 3,041
(3) Infectious Diseases ... — —
(4) Tuberculosis ... 4 243
(5) Maternal anphmtlnna f 59
616 14,748

— —

Patients included in above who

were aged 65 or over at the

time of the first visit during

the year 370 9,175
Lhnldren included in abme who

were under 5 years of age at

the time of the first visit

during the year 24 166
Patients included in above uho

have had more than 24 visits

during the year 184 10.554

The demands on the Department for loan of nursing
equipment continues to increase and there have been occa-
sions when there has been a regrettable delay in supplying
such things as wheelchairs and commodes in particular, I
understand an investigation is being made with a view to
increasing the quality and number of appliances which will
be available to the Department in company with the rest of
the County.

HOME HELP SERVICE

The demands on this service continue to increase to such
an extent that it becomes more and more difficult to find
women willing to work in the service. Any person who is
prepared to work in this service is invited to discuss the hours
and conditions with any Home Nurse Midwife, Health Visitor
or myself to see whether 1t is not possible to make mutually
acceptable arrangements.

The cases dealt with during the year can be summarised
as follows:

Cases

1. Maternity (including expectant mothers) ... T G
2. Tuberculosis A ., —
3. Chronic Sick, 65 years plus 13211399
Chronic Sick, under 65 vears .... S B g

4, Others 1
240



During 1963 we employed 87 part-time Home Helps for
48,095 hours, being equivalent emplovment of 22.1 whole-time
women.

SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICES

Using the non-selective method of school medical in-
spection involving four examinations during a child’s school
life, 2,704 routine examinations and 945 re-examinations were
carried out during the year. 267 children were found to have
286 abnormalities and 1,027 defects were referred for further
observation. Only two children were assessed as being below
average nutrition,

The School Nurses carried out 13,644 examinations for
cleanliness purposes and found only 58 children with signs of
infestation with lice. This represents a percentage of 1.42
of all examinations and is an even better result than was
reported in the previous vear,

Minor Ailment Clinics are held in Swillington, Tadcaster
and Wetherby, and during 1963, 217 cases were dealt with.

The following figures give an outline of the work con-
r:imtul by the Dental Department:

- Number of children inspected ... . hah]
Number of children found to leqmrc treatment ... 3464
Number of children offered treatment oo 2856
Number of children treated ... e 1679
Number of attendances v ' 3051
Number of extractions:

Temporary teeth e 1068

Permanent tecth ... ; R
Number of general anaesthetics ... 76
Number of fillings:

Temporary teeth ... . 801

Permanent teeth ... e 9243
Number of other operations:

Temporary teeth .. |

Permanent teeth .. Sadaald

~ Special Clinics working as part of the School Medical
Service continued to operate throughout the vear.

Dr. Prosser visited the Tadcaster Clinic each month, and
on the 11 occasions he did so he saw 48 children, who made
56 attendances. Arising out of the Paediatric Clinic, Dr,
Prosser arranged for children with abnormalities of the heart
to be seen at the Cardiac Clinic in Harrogate General Hos-
pital in association with Dr, Suffern, the Consultant Physician
there, 33 children from Division No. 9 attended, and we have
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to once again express appreciation of the guidance we receive
regarding physical activities and precautions in dental treat-
ment in such cases.

EYE CLINIC

The Eye Clinics in Tadcaster and Wetherby are held
fortnightly. The total number of children who attended was
509, giving an increase of 30 cases on the previous year.
Spectacles were prescribed in 217 cases and were, in fact,
obtained in 176 cases.

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT CLINIC

Mr. Smith, the Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon from Yorlk,
visits the Tadcaster Clinic each month, where he saw 65 cases
and referred 14 for various operations during 1963.

Mrs. Clark, a member of the Nursing Staff, has been made
responsible for visiting schools in the Division to give children
born in 1956 an opportunity of being subjected to an audio-
metric test. This test is to measure the child’s acuity of
hearing; 557 such children were tested routine and three as
specially suspect children. 196 were found to have appreciable
hearing loss, and on further testing by the School Medical
Officers, 30 were referred to the Ear, Nose and Throat
Surgeon for investigation, and the odd case to the Special
Assessment Clinic in Horsforth, In this wav we are ensuring
that a child in need of treatment for deainess receives an
opportunity of obtaining that treatment.

An unexpected result of this work is the number of
children who have been shown to suffer from transient deaf-
ness. How important this transient affliction might be is not,
tol my mind, yet understood. To what extent it hampers a
child’s educational progress, or even to what extent it causes
a child to run risk of accident on the roads, is something
which appears to warrant closer investigation.

ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC

Dr. Whitwam, the Orthopaedic Registrar at the Marguerite
Hepton Hospital, continued to attend the Tadcaster Ortho-
paedic Clinic, and on 12 occasions she visited the Clinic there
and saw 86 children. The treatment sessions conducted by
Mrs. Foster were held on 43 occasions and were attended by
25 children who made 250 attendances.
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SPEECH THERAPY CLINIC

The Speech Therapist saw 56 children at 128 sessions
during the year. Unfortunately Mrs. Russell was transferred
elsewhere at very short notice in September, and at the time
of writing no successor has been found, Meanwhile, our list
of cases awaiting speech therapy continues to grow longer.

PYSICALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN

According to our records physically handicapped children
from this Division in Special Boarding Schools are there for
the following reasons:

Educationally Sub-Normal ... 1

Blind

Deaf

Delicate

Orthopaedic

Maladjusted

e R S T L R

This represents a decrease of 6 cases from the position

in 1962.

CHILD GUIDANCE CLINICS

We continued to use the Child Guidance Chinics in Ponte-
fract and Harrogate to serve this Division, and during the
yvear 36 children were referred for investigation and treat-
ment,

BRIDGE HOUSE SPECIAL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
AND EDUCATIONALLY SUBNORMAL

The Medical Staff of the Divisional Health Office continue
to undertake responsibility at this Special School, Many and
various are the problems presented to us,

SCHOOLS SWIMMING TRAINING BATHS

No further progress has been made in either Rural Dis-
trict towards the establishment of a Public Swimming Bath,
and this has probably caused Heads of Schools to investigate
the possibility of using the small plastic training pool to teach
pupils to start swimming. The Education Committee con-
tributes towards the provision of heating and chlorinaton
plants, and there is no doubt that once installed these sma'l
baths are serving a useful purpose.
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PREVENTION OF ILLNESS—CARE AND AFTER CARE
(i) Tuberculosis

Each Health Visitor in the Division is responsible for
supervision of individual cases of Tuberculosis in her district.
When a notification is first received the Health Visitor reports
on the home conditions and a copy of that report is sent to
the appropriate Chest Physician for his information. The
copy of the report retained by the Divisional Medical Officer
assists him in his work, both in that capacity and as Medical

Ofhcer of Health ;1dvi5ing the District Council on such things
as housing matters.

I mnderstand the Health Visitors wvisited 67 cases and
made 155 effective visits for this purpose during the year.

The Chest Physicians vaccinated 24 contacts. 630 school
children were offered B.C.G. vaccinations, 474 agreed to be
tested, and 438 did, in fact, have the test carried out. 113
gave a positive reaction, and out of the remaining 325, 310
were finally vaccinated.

Wie continue to carry out follow-up Mantoux testing one
year after the initial B.C.G, vaccination. Of the 332 children
vaccinated in 1962, 230 were available for Mantoux testing in
1963. 176 of these children showed satisfactory Mantoux
positive reaction, 45 had reverted to the negative condition,
and in 9 cases the result was not ascertained. The 45 cases
who had reverted to the negative condition were all offered
re-vaccination,

All students at the Agricultural Training College were
offered vaccination against Tuberculosis; 26 accepted Mantoux
testing, 9 were positive and 15 were finally vaccinated.

There are 5 patients in this area who are receiving free
milk under the County Council’s scheme.

The Mass Radiography Unit made 1ts biennial visit to the
District, with a final result of having examined no less than
3,658 persons to discover 8 abnormalities, 2 of these abnor-
malities were inactive tuberculosis, and 6 related to various
abnormalities of chest and heart which were apparently un-
known previously to the patient.

It having come to the notice of the Department that an
open case of Tuberculosis had been abroad among a teenage
population of an Institute in the Division, arrangements were
made in the autumn of the year for all newcomers to that
Institute to have an X-ray of chest before the session started.
There was a wholehearted response from the staff to have
similar investigations, and as a result the total number of
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people finally examined out of this Institute was somewhat
in excess of 130. The result of the investigation was to make

it necessary for 3 people to receive attention at the Chest
Clinic.

(11) Diphtheria Immunisation
The present state of protection of the child community
against Diphtheria can be expressed by the following figures:
Age at 31.12.63 Under 1 1—4 59 10—15  Under 15
i.e. Born in Year 1963 1962-1959  1958.1954 1933-1949  Total
Last complete course

ol mjections {whether
promary or booster)

A, 1959-1963 sy BED 2,566 1,839 835 5,516
B. 19538 or earlier — - 1,357 2,449 3,806

The amount of immunisation against Diphtheria carried
out by Practitioners and by the Department during 1963 is
shown in the following table:

Age at Final Injection
Under 1 1—4 —14 Total

1. Number of children who com-

pleted a full course of primary

immunisation (inc. temporary

residents) s 1 2OENS 519 68 745
2. Total number of children who

were given a secondary or re-

inforcing injection (i.e., subse-

quent to complete full course) — 27 417 44

(¥1) Tetanus Immunisation

In 1963, 1,045 children received a full course of injections
against Tetanus and 221 children were given booster doses.

(iv) Whooping Cough Vaccination

[n 1963, 645 children under the age of 5 years were pro-
tected against Whooping Cough. We estimate that the
number of children living here who have protection against
Whooping Cough since the scheme started is 5,900.

(v) Vaccination against Smallpox

Age at date of Vaccination Under 1 1 2404 5to 14 15 or over Total
Number Vaccinated ... 13 129 46 23 41~ - “Z52
Number Re-vaccinated 1 25 4 18 35 83

These figures represent about 16% of children born in
the year having been vaccinated against smallpox.
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(vi) Vaccination against Poliomyelitis

Vaccination against Poliomyelitis continues to be made
readily available to the parents of any child who wishes to
accept it. The type of antigen used has been almost entirely
the Sabin Oral Vaccine, and it says much for the protection
against this disease when not a single case of poliomyelitis
was reported during the year.

The protective work carried out is summarised as follows

1st Dose only .... M
2nd Dose only .... i o)
3rd Dose e 1bed
4th Dose et O

MENTAL HEALTH SOCIAL WORK

The staff of the Mental Health Section was augmented
by the appointment of Mrs. Page as a whole-time Mental
Welfare Worker, replacing the part-time service of Mrs.
Myers from a neighbouring Division, and the appointment of
a part-time Home Teacher, Mrs. Ktnqgc; who is working 3
days per week in the homes of defectives who are in attend-
ance at Training Centres for various reasons.

The following figures appear in the Annual Report cover-
ing this side of the work of the Department.

Mentally Il Mentally Subnormal
Referred by: ) s e
" M. F. M. F.
a. General Practitioners .. 1 — 17 54 B |
b. Hospitals—In-patients ... 1 — 11 31 _ - 1 —
¢. Hospitals—Out-patients — — 9 19 —_ — — —
d. Local Education
Authorities ... — — —_ — 1 — —_— —
e. Police Courts e — — 3o | 2 -
f. Other Sources ... - — — g8 21 2508 5 —
Totals .. 2 — 48 127 4 3 9 —
Under age 16 16 and over
M. F. M. F.
a. Attending Day Training Centre ... 7 5 58
Awaiting entry thereto 2 — — —
b. Receiving Home Training e — AL 4 14
Awaiting Home Training .... + e &

Receiving Home Visits and not

included under (a) and (b) ... 4 — 35 74
Admissions for Short Stay Care s Py 53 20443
Mentally
Mentally Il Subnormal

! M. F. M. F.

Admissions to Hospital ... D W 1 | 1 2



WELFARE OF THE AGED

The two Executive Committees for Old People’s Welfare
serve the two Rural Districts comprising the Health Division
continued to work continually throughout 1963. These Dis-
trict Committees, as the name implies, are executive in char-
acter and rely entirely on the Parish Welfare Committees to
make appropriate provision for the needs of the elderly in
various parts of the District,

This is a truly important aspect of the care of the elderly
and a very real debt of gratitude is owed to those people who
continue year after year to give of their time and energy in
furthering the lot of this section of the community.

The regular meetings of Darby and Joan Clubs, the festive
occasions which provide such sources of pleasure to those
who attend, the outings to places near and far, the less spec-
tacular domiciliary visiting, and the annual events in the
shape of Carol Services and Dominoes Contests all make for
maintenance of an interest for those who are getting on in
vears,

Wi were glad to have the opportunity of attending a
Conference in Harrogate to hear of County Council policy
during the next ten years, including as it does the expansion
of Warden’s services, the enlargement of the scope of the
Meals Service, and the building of additional Old Peoples’
Residential Homes throughout the county in association with
District Council’'s housing estates. The immediate response
of the Tadcaster Council was to offer a site for an Old People’s
Home on the new Stutton Housing Estate, and the Wetherby
Council engaged itself conditionally in suggesting possible
sites in Wetherby for the same purpose.

The scheme for serving meals to the aged in Tadcaster
is planned to provide up to 24 meals twice per week by
container conveyance. It is hoped that this service might
expand itself more readily than it appears to be doing at the
moment, and it might be that we shall have more success in
serving greater numbers of people if we incorporated Lun-
cheon Clubs in our scheme of things.

The Chiropody Service continues to provide treatment
for about 1,000 people per year. The figures in detail show
that 1,060 patients received 4,963 treatments at the Chiropody
Centres, and 150 patients were treated on 679 occasions in
their own homes.

It was an unexpected compliment for the Medical Officer
of Health to be invited to open the Micklefield Community
Centre on the 1st October, 1963. This Centre consists of
ample reception space with a kitchen including facilities for
washing and drying clothes, together with a Warden’s flat
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above. Congratulations are due to Mr. Arthur Wellings and
Mr. E. D. Tetlow, the Engineer and Housing Manager to thz
Tadcaster Council, for the work they put into this most
worthy scheme,

CARE OF CHILDREN NEGLECTED OR ILL-TREATED
IN THEIR OWN HOMES

The Committee dealing with problem families meet quar-
terly throughout the year, The attendance at these meetings
is quite good and as far as results are concerned over the long
term it does appear that the co-ordination of effort, which is
the particular aim of the Committee, is attained.

COUNTY COUNCIL RESIDENTIAL ESTABLISHMENTS

The Department continues to undertake medical respon-
sibility for the Residential Establishments itemised in the
Report for 1962, No further comment needs to be made on
this occasion. There have been several requests to open play
groups for children under 5 years in various Parishes in the
District, and the way in which mothers of the children con-
cerned have joined forces in making arrangements for part-
time play groups and their activities is commendable. The
Department supervises such play groups in an informal way,
usually through the medium of the Health Visitor for the
District in which the group meets.

HEALTH EDUCATION

Following up the success of the original venture in 1962
the Department was responsible for a Home Safety Exhibai-
tion at the Wetherby Agricultural Show at Whitsuntide, the
interest displayed made the effort well worth while, and it is
felt the Exhibition sparked off an interest in Home Safety
which would otherwise have been difficult to initiate..

During the year we had the opportunity of arranging for
the Central Council of Health Education Mobile Unit on
Smoking and Lung Cancer to visit business premises in the
~area. The work of the team of two undergraduates was
spoken of most favourably by the managements of most of
the places visited.

These special exhibitions certainly have virtue, but I
think the more lasting results come from the increasing us«
made of the films and film strips by the Health Visitors in
the course of their normal duties in the District. Having
overcome the initial shyness of dealing with delicate pieces
of equipment, the staff now use the various films and film
strips put at their disposal with the greatest aplomb,
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WETHERBY RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT
of the

ENGINEER, SURVEYOR AND CHIEF PUBLIC
HEALTH INSPECTOR FOR THE YEAR 1963

Council Ofhices,
Wetherby.
July, 1964.

To the Rural District Council of Wetherby.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure to submit for vour information my 18th
Annual Report, which details the work of the Department
during a period of increased activity.

The intensification of building and devolepment in your
area (which 1 have now reported for three succesive years)
has continued unabated, and the number of new houses com-
pleted and under construction is, once more, the highest re-
corded in any year since the Council was created.

Considerable work has been created in connection with
this development, particularly in connection with town plan-
ning and building control, the provision of site works, the
development of streets and the associated problems of sewer-
age, refuse collection and disposal.

I am pleased to record that the Council has extended its
housing work to aged persons welfare schemes, particularly
in the installation of warden/call systems for aged persons’
housing and and provision of aged persons community centres.
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An outstanding decision taken by the Council during the
vear has been in connection with refuse disposal. In view of
the need for improved methods of disposal, the Council have
decided to centralise all disposal on one site before refuse is
tipped to submit it to mechanical treatment by pulverisation.

The Department has been under considerable pressure in
all aspects of its work, and I have to express again my grati-
tude to the members of the staff for all their help and loyalty,
and for the encouragement received from the Council and my
fellow officers.

I am, LLadies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JOHN MARRIOTT,

Chartered Municipal Engineer,
Chartered Town Planner,
M.IMunE., AMT.PI,
M.Inst.P.C., FRSH., FAPHI,
Engineer and Surveyor,

Chief Public Health Inspector.
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I. GENERAL
(a) General Statistics

Table 1 gives details, parish by parish, of the general
statistics for the Rural District for the vear ended 1963. The
following 1s a summary of the principal details contained
therein ;(—

Honsts. kTont B
Water from public mains ... e AR 98.50 384
Piped water supply
(including private sources) ... 8346 99.99 383
Connected to public sewers ... e 7678 9150 398
Satisfactory drainage to public
sewers or private sewage
disposal schemes .... s 8293 99.10 393
Water closets .. I B8.650 %1592
Earth closets ... i FiL 198 1.30 11
(decrease)
Baths ... ) | 97.50 476
Hot water supph o 8230 98.60 401

(b) Legislation

The principal legislation during the year is the passing of
the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963, which will
impose considerable new duties on the Department. This Act
comes into operation in 1964,

(¢) Manual Workers

The establishment of workmen 1s 42, and 38 have been
consistently employed during the year. At the year end there
were three vacancies. The recruitment and retention of labour
is more difficult than was recorded last vear and there is no
sign that the position will become any easier in the forseeable
future. It has not been possible, therefore, to deal with all the
items of work allocated to the ]}cpartmcnt—the greatest
difficulty being experienced in mantaining essential services of
sewage disposal and refuse collection and disposal, The in-
centive bonus scheme reported last year has now been agreed
by the Trade Union and your Council, and it is hoped to
introduce the scheme during the ensuing year. I should, how-
ever, point out that consultation with the workmen does not
indicate any particular enthusiasm by the men for such a
scheme,

During the year one workman retired and five other
workmen left the services of the Council. Six new men were
engaged. Details of holiday and sickness absence are given
in the following table :—
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1962/63 1963/64

No. of working days 254 i
Holiday/Man/Days 633 27
Sickness/Man/Days (P 11d} 516 617
Sickness/Man/Days (Unpaid) ... 39 106
Industrial Injury/Man/Days 122 327
Other absence Man/Days .... 153 134

1463 2166

Man/Days (other than holiday) lost per
working day ... ik op g L 4.64

It would appear that, in order to maintain an essential
labour force, the Council may be faced with the necessity for
providing housing of recruited labour from areas where the
employment position is not as satisfactory as in this locality.

(d) Staff

Your Council have considered the establishment of the
Department and have authorised an additional junior
draughtsman, a building inspector and a junior clerk. Mr. F.
Toemkinson (Housing) Clerk of Works, left the service of the
Council, and the Council promoted to that position the Junior
Clerk of Works, Mr. R. C. Radcliffe. Mr. T. Pratt was ap-
pointed to fill the Junior Clerk of Works appointment.

Messrs, A, Sweet, G. Hope and R. Watson were appointed
to the new positions of Building Inspector, Junior Draughts-
man and Junior Clerk respectively. The Building Inspector
will take up his appointment early in 1964, and the other two
officers commenced their duties at the year end.

(e) Office Accomodation

The “ Old Police Station 7 has been adapted for office use
and is now occupied by the Finance Department. This has
enabled the first phase of the major scheme of office alter-
ations and extensions to be planned, and work on the alteir-
ation of part of the main offices vacated by the Finance
Department will be proceeded with during 1964. Much time
has been spent in discussions regarding the office extensiond
with a view to obtaning planning permission and to determine
the most economical way of construction. [ hope that this
scheme will mature during the ensuing vear.

The car park at the Council Offices has been extended and
is now in use, although the final surface has still to be applied.
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(f) Depot

Tenders have been invited for the conversion of part of
Hallfield Mansion to provide accommodation for foreman and
storekeeper offices. The reconditioning of the Depot will be
considerably advanced by this scheme. I should, however,
maintain that pressure on the available accommodation will
still be acute, despite this additional accommodation.

(g) Local Government Boundary Commission

The Local Government Boundary Commission issued its
final report in respect of the West Yorkshire Special Review
Area, in which no change was made from their draft recom-
mendations, namely, that part of the Parishes of Harewood
(Wiigton Moor) and Thorner be transferred to the City of
Leeds. After the Statutory Conference no further decision
was made during the vear by the Local Government Boundary
Commission on the “ York and North Midlands General Re-
view Area.” The fnal report in this connection is awaited
with interest.

II. TOWN PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL

(a) General

1,840 planning and byelaw applications were dealt with,
compared with 1,769 in 1962. In order to facilitate the hand-
ling of this large volume of applications your Council have
decided to hold two committee meetings per month (instead
of one, as formerly) in order to ensure that! decisions can be
made with the least possible delay,

The clerical work involved in dealing with this large
volume of applications 1s considerable and there 1s a great
deal of correspondence involved in so doing.

The detailed examination for byvelaw purposes of the
many plans received is a particularly onerous duty, and this
work, together with the need for an improvement of the
organisation for dealing with building inspection, more than
justifies the appointment made by the Council in the provision
of a Building Inspector. There has been, unfortunately, during
the vear, one or two complaints regarding non-inspection of
building works or difhculties which have arisen due to ap-
parent non-inspection, There have also been several com-
plaints regarding the quality of certain houses erected in the
area. In almost every case, the complaints were found to
refer to matter related to quality of construction and were
not contraventions of the byelaws. I must reiterate that the
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Council’s duties do not extend to matters other than those
contained in legislation, and the Council cannot act as a Clerk
of Works for purchasers of property to secure quality of
construction or prevent shoddy work outside the specific re-
quirements of the law.

400 new private houses were completed, compared with
357 in 1962, thus creating a new record for the district. Of
these, 24% were built at Wigton Moor, on the fringe of the
district, but the balance was spread throughout the district
and mainly in the parishes of Wetherby and Boston Spa.

Development at Boston Spa has created continued objec-
tion by the residents of the village and the Council has refused
permission for some 20 acres of further development on the
grounds that it was premature until some of the land already
cleared for development had already been substantially built
up. Appeal against the Council’s decision has been made and
a planning inquiry will be held early in the ensuing year.

The development in Wetherby and Boston Spa, when
analysed, indicates a surprising trend in that many of the new
residents are not, as one would expect, “immigrants” from
the industrial areas of the West Riding—in fact, a high per-
centage of the new residents had little former contact with
the West Riding. The long term trends are difficult to assess,
but it would appear that unless after a Regional Survey there
is a goverment decision to provide new towns or to build up
existing towns within reasonable distance of the main indus-
trial areas of the West Rding, the overspill from those areak
will have to be turther accommodated in districts such as your
own; and, in view of the Minister’s policy relating to Green
Belts, the only places where considerable development can
take place 1s immediately beyond the Green Belt. This ob-
viously limits development in your area principally to the
parishes on the fringe of the Green Belt, It is understood that
the original estimate of overspill from the City of Leeds is
likely to be considerably increased and that there will be an
increasing pressure on your area for development purposes.
It would appear that if the situation in Leeds 1s typical of the
West Riding that the need for a special regional survey on
the lines of that for the south-east region is long overdue,
so that the allocation of development from overspill areas
can be decided and adequate and proper plans be made for the
development which is necessary.

I consider that to satisfactorily accommodate further
development in your area there are certain essential pre-
requisites, namely :—

(a) A realistic and detailed town map of Wetherby ;
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(b) A similar map for Boston Spa and vicinity ; and

(¢) Careful consideration of the desirability of the creation
of an entirely new unit of development on land which is
semi-derelict on the site of part of the former Royal
Ordnance Factory at Thorp Arch. A considerable area of
land which has been cleared of buildings and would
appear to be incapable of restoration to agricultural
purposes except at prohibitive cost. The use of this
semi-derelict land for the building of an entirely new
township is a proposition which I feel should have serious
consideration, in that it avoids the further spoilation of
new agricultural land, the site is not remote from the
centrally built up area of the district, and 1t has certain
natural amenities in the immediate locality whereby,
properly developed, a very attractive development could
ensue. It would, further, have the marked advantage that
on the adjoining trading estate, without detriment to
surrounding agricultural land, employment facilities could
be provided.

The standard of the new development, as seen at Wethet -
by and Boston Spa, has created a certain amount of unease
in the minds of many people and, to some extent, I share their
concern, The principal criticism relates to building up of acre
after acre of land with residential development, without any
but limited plan of communication network in the form of
connecting and through roads; the marked lack of provision
of amenities such as open spaces, and the uniform and medi-
ocre form of layout and building.

Your Council are fully alive to these problems, and have
continued to press the West Riding County Council to deal
with the urgent planning requirements necessary to deal with
this development, particularly the provision of realistic and
up-to-date town maps. The continued procrastination of the
planning department is unfortunate in this connection.

During the year a very tentative application was made to
the Council as to the possibility of small scale central area
redevelopment in the vicinity of the north end of the Market
Place at Wetherby. This was not received with pleasure by
the Wetherby Parish Council, and your Council considered
that such a scheme is premature. It should, however, be
realised that if Wetherby is to extend by the influx of addi-
tional population, the commercial centre of the town cannot
remain static. Several problems in this connection are com-
plementary, namely the elimination of through trafhec, widen-
ing of east/west connection street (Bank Street), and the
provision of additional parking facilities.
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(b) Trunk Road Improvements

The Trunk Road Al south of Wetherby is now under
construction to modified motorway standards, with dual
carriageways throughout. In addition to the crossing of the
Wetherby By-Pass by the Wetherb}r,ﬁ’York road, it is to be
improved by the provision of a “flyover” during the ensuing
year. The southern terminal point of the Wetherby By-Pass
at a traffic roundabout is not satisfactory and it would appear
that the hold-ups to traffic at this point in very busy periods,
the risk of displacement of commercial loads, and (despite
good road signs) confusion, to road users, ]ustiﬁea early and
major improvement of the trunk road at this point.

(c). Private Street Works

- (a) Work under this heading form two parts, namely
“ Private Street Wiorks,” the making up of unmade and un-
adopted streets, and

(b) The operation of the Advance Payments Code to
secure the satisfactory provision of new streets on the private
housing estates. Work in both these sections has been very
heavy during the year.

Five streets at Wetherby (Coxwold and North Grove)
have been under construction during the year under the Pri-
vate Street Works Code, and at the year end were in an
advanced state of construction. The “ Provisional Apportion-
ment ” stage has been reached in respect of Sandbeck Lane
and Hallfield Lane, Wetherby. Preliminary survey work has
been done on three streets at Collingham (Hollybush), one
street at East Keswick (Hillerest) and two streets at Wether-
by (Fox Hill and Barleyfields Lane). In addition, by private
agreement, Bondgate, Harewood, has reached the tendering
stage, and in connection with the making up of new estate
roads at Wetherby, Greenfold Lane, an existing road, has also
heen made up by private arrangement between the frontage
OWners.

Under housing powers, East Park Road at Spofforth has
been completed, and the Council has decided to proceed with
the making up of Schoolhouse Terrace at Kirk Deighton.

Contract documents have been prepared for the making
up of four unadopted streets owned by the Council on West
End Estate at Boston Spa.

Under the “Advance Payments Code,” eight Estates, re-
presenting twenty streets, have been the subject of agree-
ments completed with total bonds amounting to £43,357 and
schemes in respect of a further four estates affecting twelve
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streets with a total of £53,090 had reached the completion
stage for execution of the agreement. A further four Estates
were in process of preparation of agreements leading up to
the final stages for execution of the agreement. In addition
- to this, three payments under the Direct Payment Clauses of
the Advance Payments Code have been effected, representing
dvelopment on three further Estates.

The supervision of this considerable amount of work has
placed, and will continue to place, a heavy burden on the staff
ot the Department,

In all street works, as | indicated last year, the provision
of adequate surface water drainage is essential. This often
mvolves considerable negotiation with developers and, in cer-
tain cases, comrehensive schemes for an area would appear
desirable. Two schemes of this nature are under construction,
one at Wetherby and the other at Boston Spa.

(d) Building and Development

Applications considered by the Council during the vear,
as follows :—

Change o

5e Advis, Byebaws
Brought forward from 1962 21 — 1 12
Received 1963 L T s 800 22 20 868
917 22 21 880
Approved ... R 6 — 701
Conditionally approved ... 461 6 17 16

Temporary Buildings

(excluding garagea) 5 — — 16
Refused e 103 6 2 20
Withdrawn ... 9 2 — 3
Overhead Lines ... 24 — - =
Temporary Garages 15 — — 97
392 20 19 853
QOutstanding 31/12/63 25 2 2 27

917 22 21 880

Nine appeals were made against refusal of planning per-
mission and at the year end four cases were awaiting Inquiry.
In all but one case the Council’s decision was upheld.
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(e) Development Plans and Green Belt

The quinquennial review of the County Development Plan
(including the Green Belt) has not yet been confirmed by the
Minister, but during the year the original Wetherby Town
Map, which was prepared some seven years ago, was con-
firmed, and long before this map was confirmed the need for
a complete review was overdue,

I have already referred to the need for urgent action in
this matter and for wider consideration of planning matters,

The widening of Hallfield I.ane has now been effected,
but the Council’s application for the widening of Bank Street
was refused by the County Council and a temporary one-way
traffic scheme has been inaugurated. Wihilst this has given a
little relief, it has tended to concentrate much heavier traffic
through the Market Place, and if the one-way scheme for
Bank Street is to remain, a much more fundamental look at a
one-way system for other streets in Wetherby is desirable.
There is an increasing need to eliminate “through” traffic
from the centre of Wetherby.

(f) Tree Preservation Orders

Your Council during the year agreed that, as soon as
pressure of work would allow this to be dealt with, to make
a Tree Preservation Order in the Parish of Boston Spa. 1
cannot anticipate when the Department will be in a postion
to proceed with this work.

A Tree Preservation Order for woodland areas within
sight of the Great North Road has been confirmed.

(g) Industrial Areas

There has again been a marked development of the Coun-
cil’s Industrial Areas at Wetherby during the year, and one
new Factory was completed and a further two in course of
construction. The Thorp Arch Trading Estate is continuing
to develop and the total industrial development on this estate
now covers some twenty firms,
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11l. HOUSING

(a) Housing Progress

At the end of the financial year the c~pital assets of your
Council in housing stood at £2,618,817. Your Council’s housing
programme for 1963 was completely brought into tender only
towards the year end, and in consequence, the number of new
houses under construction, totalling 118, compares with 61
completed during the year.

The policy of providing sites by the Council for private
developers has proceeded and the development of estates at
Wetherby and Boston Spa has made considerable progress.
Further development in this connection at North Rigton, Long
Marston and Clifford is to be dealt with during the coming
vear.

In the field of housing design your Council’s policy has
been consistently up to the new “ Parker-Morris” recom-
mendations contained in the booklet “ Homes for Today and
Tomorrow,” published by the Ministry of Housing and lLocal
Government in 1961. This particularly applies in respect ot
the design of houses and flats to incorporate whole-house
heating using non-solid fuel methods. In this connection two
experimental blocks of four aged-persons’ flats were under
construction incorporating underfloor electrical heating, and
the Council has authorised the construction of a further block
of eight flats with the same method of heating, and eight two-
bedroomed houses and twenty aged-persons’ flats with ducted
warm air (using gas as the heating element).

Detailed progress of housing in your area since 1945 is as
follows :(—

Private Houses of all types erected ... 2161
Council Houses of all types erected ... 1411

3572
Demolished or closed 539
Net increase in houses s AUSS

Since 1945, 43% (3,572) of all houses in yvour area have
been erected, and since 1918 69% (5,754 houses) have been
erected. At the vear end there were 266 private houses and
118 Council houses under construction, a total of 384, com-
pared with 357 and 256 in each of the two preceding vears.

Capital schemes have further been made the responsibility
of my Department and the work under this heading is as
follows :—
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HOUSING CAPITAL SCHEMES

i |
HOUSES (NEW) '

Boston Spa
Collingham
East Keswick

Kirk Deighton
Spoftorth
Wetherby

Thorner
Weeton

REHABILITATION OF HOUSES

Boston Spa
{(West End)
Wetherby
Bramham
Sicklinghall
Boston Spa

SITE WORKS (No. of 5ites)

Boston Spa
Bilton

East Keswick
Collingham
Kirk Deighton
Clifford
Rigton
Spofforth
Long Marston
Harewood
Thorner
Wetherby

GCARAGES
Bramham
Bilton
Wetherby
Kirk Deighton
Clifford
Sicklinghall
Thorner

Kirkby Overblow

. Under Tender In
Com-  construc- Contract awaiting In Prepar-
eted tion let APProva Fender ation Total
- - — 5 T 4
— 3(a) — — — — 8
e = —  4(a) 6
2(2bed)
= Lok SaEhed) - 7 L 2
4(a)  4(a) 8
S5 SVIS0E) . skt Piien Sy, DR2
8(3bed) 10(2bed)
8(2bed)
= Lo — — — — 12
e T R
4 40 2 40 10 3 126
Note.—(a) indicates Aged Persons’ Flats.
58 34 20 — — — 112
4 1 — — 1 7 13
— — — - — 1 1
— = — — —_ 1 1
4 —_ .- — — 9 13
66 35 20 — 1 18 133
] — 2 — —_ — X!
— —_ — — — 1 1
x = 2% 1 Z 3= 1
= L 1 e = 1 2
— — — — — 1 1
1 s o =3 . 1 2
i = . i i 2 2
i 1 L = e ik 1
— — — — — 1 1
e = s = 1 £ 1
= = e = 2 1 1
1 11 - 1 = b 4
3 12 3 2 1 7 20
— — — — — 12 12
— — — — — 3 3
20 — - —_ — 6 26
— — - — — 10 10
7 = = 2 i 7
- s L L -l 3 3
12 e ¥ i = i 12
T T g 4 4
39 = = e = 38 77




In addition to the foregoing Table, work in connection
with survey and planning applications in respect of the ac-
quisition of land in four parishes has been necessary. The
design of aged persons warden/call systems and aged persons
community centres has also engaged the attention of the
Department.

(b) Aged Persons Housing

The Council now own 171 completed one-bedroomed
aged persons units of housing. Twelve are in the form of
two-storey flats., A further 104 flats are either in course of
construction or in schemes shortly to be put in hand. The
Council during the year have decided to proceed with a scheme
for a warden's speech/call system at Wetherby which will
serve initially 27 aged persons’ bungalows.

The Council has also given careful consideration to the
desirability of providing an aged persons’ community centre
and have decided to proceed with a scheme at Hallfield Estate
Wetherby.

(¢) Existing Houses

Substantial progress has been made with slum clearance
and a further 22 houses were represented as unfit for human;
habitation, The slum clearance scheme is proceeding very
satisfactorily and the following table gives details of the
present position :—

SLUM CLEARANCE SCHEME

Undertakings to cease use as dwellings Bodvbant |-
Undertakings to recondition ... s gyl
Demolition Orders made .... 4 N N
Local Authority owned houses to demolish ... 197
Consideration deferred for a stated period ... 19
Section 9 Notices issued .... =
Outstanding —

Total 786

-

Action to date A i (11
Reconditioned WA
Demolished it o A
Awaiting demolition 18

Vacant Houses where 1mprnvﬁment achr:mea.
not yet carried out ... 17
Impruvement schemes under construction .. 52
Awaiting re-housing Ik
Action deferred ... 19
Total 786



Families re-housed by the Council ... .. 354
Families re-housed privately ... A b

566

(d) Repair of Houses

The following Table gives details of the fitness classifi-
cation of houses at the close of the year. The overall position
1s by no means unsatisfactory, although there is still a large
amount of the work to be done in connection with houses in:
the two lowest categories. During the year 255 houses have
been made fit as the result of informal and formal action
under the Public Health and the Housing Acts.

Satisfactory e 4407
Minor defects e e S
Major defects sisira JBRK
Unfit ... s 25
Crown Property ... TN
Council Houses A [
Miscellaneous hibglie [

8350

(e) Improvement Grants

The year has seen a continuance of the policy outlined in
my last report of attempting to persuade owners of proper-
ties in certain areas of the district to carry out improvemen't
schemes based on the idea of obtaining complete improvement
of streets or houses. For the current year 56 houses were
selected for action in this way and it is pleasing to report that
more than half of these houses have either been the subject of
improvement grant applications or schemes are in process of
being prepared. This has involved a considerable amount of
survey work and negotiations and discussions with owners,
and the results achieved, although superficially they would
appear to be reasonably satisfactory, do not appear to war-
rant the considerable amount of work involved in securing
this end. Legislation now before Parliament proposes to give
some compulsory powers to local authorities to deal with
areas of houses which require improvement and it is hoped
that these additional powers will materially expedite and
facilitate work in this connection, Despite the action outlined,
there has been a decrease in applications for grants during
the vear—59 as compared with 63 in 1962, Three applications
were approved for standard grants. 636 houses are now the
subject of grant application, and in 38 cases this has either
been refused or withdrawn, and grant has been allocated to
598, including 39 conversions.
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The number of schemes completed now total 552 and 49
were under construction at the year end. The expenditure
incurred now totals £488,320/12/3, of which amount £145,381/
1/4 is in respect of works of repair not eligible for grant.
The total amount of grant allocated is £162,914/0/0, of which
£123,450/7 /8 has been paid at the of the financial year. 256 of
the houses are owner-occupied and 344 are let. These include
139 tied houses. Standard Grants paid during the year amount
to £717/9/6.

Schemes now cover 20.5% of the pre-1918 houses and
7.2% of all houses in the district.
(f) Advances

The following loans were made by the Council :—

15 in respect of acquisition of houses amounting to £18,400.
16 in respect of the construction of houses, amounting to
£36,905.

4 in respect of the alteration and repair of houses, amounting
to £1,300.

IV. DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

(a) Dramage
Work under this heading includes :—

Connections of existing properties to the sewer 9
Connections of new houses to the sewer RIS
Provision of septic tanks to existing houses ... 12
Provision of septic tanks to new houses o
Renewal of defective septic tanks 9
Houses fully re-drained ... . 68

Works are in progress which will eliminate 22 unsatis-
factory drainage installations and a further 9 will be elimin-
ated by Slum Clearance,

(b) Sanitary Conveniences

11 earth closets have been abolished and a further 16 were
under conversion at the end of the year. 109 houses are still
provided with this type of convenience but none can be dealt
with by statutory action. It is hoped, however, that by in-
formal action and slum clearance that a further 40 will be
cleared within the near future. Thereafter the remaining
conveniences can only be dealt with by informal persuasion.

(c) Sewerage

Construction schemes have again been heavy. In connec-
tion with new housing development the Council have directly
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provided on and off-site sewers on 12 sites, and further
schemes are under preparation involving a further 8 sites,
Private development has involved a considerable amount of
work in the checking and supervision of sewer extensions to
be constructed privately by developers. In all private schemes
affecting some 30 estates have been dealt with. Remedial
works and general sewer extensions are as follows:

Storm overflow and sewer repairs at Wietherby (under con-
struction)

Sewer extensions at Long Marston, Scarcroft, Harewood,
East Keswick and Wetherby

Sewer repairs at Wighill

Sewer diversion and extension at Bramham (under con-
struction)

Work 1s in progress in the preparation of contract docu-
ments for works to sewers at Boston Spa, Thorp Arch
and Bardsey.

The Council are now responsible for 131 miles of public
sewer, 9 pumping stations (excluding sewage disposal works)
and 11 storm water overflows., The whole of the sewers are
under constant supervsion and numerous small defects have
had to be dealt with during the year. The Ainsty Internal
Drainage Board has completed the re-grading of Broad Wath
and Eel Mires Dyke, which receive the bulk of surface water
run off from the northern half of Wetherby Parish. The
scheme for the comprehensive surface water drainage of the
western end of Boston Spa, including a portion of the new
Trunk Road A.l is now under construction.

(d) Sewage Disposal

Sewage from 7,678 houses and 319 other properties within
vour district and 52 houses and a large factory outside tl.e
district are received at vour seven sewage disposal works.
The total daily dry weather flow is now estimated at one
million gallons per day.

Maintenance and renewal works have progressed at Thorp
Arch, where a new mechanical screen has been installed and
temporary sludge drying beds have also been provided. It is
hoped during the ensuing year to repair the decaying brick-
work at these works. The major problem at Wetherby and
Thorp Arch Sewage Disposal Works is the treatment, drying
and disposal of sludge. This has become a matter of consider-
able concern, as with increased flow to the works there is not
the same surplus “tankage” at Thorp Arch Works and, con-
sequently, the treatment processes are seriously affected by
the pumping of sludge from Wetherby.
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The Council has considered this problem and, at the year
end, instructions had been given to proceed with the prepar-
ation of the scheme for disposal of sludge in conjunction with
refuse disposal, Details are given under the *Public Cleansing
Section,” Unless the scheme envisaged for dealing with this
combined problem proceeds, it is inevitable that large capital
expenditure will be required in order to deal with this prob-
lem.

The reception of sewage from farms, referred to in my
last report, still causes concern at the small sewage disposal
works. It has not been possible, however, due to pressure of
other work, to carry out the survey necessary to assess the
basis of charge for reception of sewage from farms. It 1s
hoped that this matter can be dealt with during 1964,

Trade effluents have given rise to considerable concern,
particularly the trade effluent from a canning factory at
Wetherby. The Council have issued their consent to the dis-
charge, subject to certain conditions, but at the year end
these conditions had not been observed, and it may be neces-
sary for the Council to take enforcement action during the
ensuing year.

I commented last year on the maintenance and day-to-
day management of sewers and sewage disposal works. This
is not an attractive form of employment and the Council had
considerable difficulty in replacing a full-time attendant at
one works due to the retirement of the former employee. In
consequence of having to use comparatively unskilled and
casual labour on this work, considerably greater supervision
from myself and members of the technical staff is necessary.
Again, in many ways, the Department has received consider-
able help from the Chief Inspector and staff of the Yorkshire
Ouse River Board, with whom we have excellent relations and
whose help is gratefully acknowledged.

(e) Financial Statement

The total cost of the service is £32,461/17/9, and, exclud-
ing loan charges, the operational costs were £16,784/19/7.
The income was £840/3/6, and loan charges amounted to
£15,676/18/2. Capital assets of the Council now amount to
£464,436,/9/8. -



V. WATER SUPPLY
(a) Private Supplies

49 samples of water were taken for bacteriological analy-
sis, of which 8 were unsatisfactory. 3 existing houses were
connected to public mains; 6 new boreholes were provided in
respect of existing unfit private supplies, and 5 private sup-
plies were improved,

Generally an attempt has been made to maintain the
analysis of private supplies at regular intervals.

There are only four houses in the district without a piped
water supply from private or public sources,

The Claro Water Board agreed during the year to extend
their mains to the Ingmanthorpe area of the district.

It is hoped in the not too distant future that one or two
small pockets of the district unprovided with public supplies
can be dealt with,

(b) Public Supplies

55 samples of water were taken for bacteriological analy-
sis and four were unsatisfactory. The Claro Water Board is
the major supplier of water in the district, two parishes only
being supplied by another authority, namely Leeds Corpor-
ation, The bulk softening of water at Bardsey and Thufp
Arch was ::umpleted during the year and this now leaves only
one major supply (Bramham) without bulk softening. Ap-
proximately 85% of the public supplies in the district are now
either supplied from naturally soft sources or are softened at
source.

The increasing demand for water, due to the development
in the area, 1s causing the Claro Water Board to give some
attention to the development and acquisition of additional
sources of supply, and several discussions on this subject with
the officers of that Board have taken place. In general, the
Claro Water Board have given excellent service to the con-
sumers during the year,

VI. PUBLIC CLEANSING, TRANSPORT AND SALVAGE
(Report for the vear ending 31st March, 1964.

(a) The Public Cleansing Service
The outstanding feature of the operations during the year
has been the increasing difficulty to obtain and retain labour
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for this service, together with the continued rapid develop-
ment of new prooerties throughout the district, resulting in
an increase almost daily of premises to be served by each
collection round.

The continued change in composition in refuse, in that it
is becoming more bulky, has also produced its problems,
Householders are finding, particularly where they are using
non-solid fuel methods of heating and cooking, that one re-
fuse receptacle is insufficient to accommodate their refuse. In
a number of cases the supply of additional receptacles is
justified, but in many cases householders are extremely care-
less in the method of disposal of refuse in dustbins, bulky
cartons taking up a large part of the capacity in bins or paper
sacks. This is often the cause of claims that the receptacles
are insufficient to accommodate the household refuse between
collection periods.

Every endeavour has been made to maintain as near as
possible a seven-day service, but this has not been achieved
with regularity, and in order to deal with this growing prob-
lem, a very careful analysis was being made at the year end
of collection rounds in order to provide more flexibility in
collection and to eliminate all possible “dead™ collection time.
Additionally, the Council has agreed to introduce an incentive
bonus scheme, and this scheme was in preparation after ap-
roval of the trade union. It is hoped that the introduction wf.
such a scheme will encourage workmen to maintain regular
collections whilst, at the same time, the men themselves will
be able to increase their weekly earnings,

The paper bag refuse scheme has been of considerable
benefit in assisting the maintenance of reasonably regular
collections, Without such a scheme the position would have
been considerably worse. There are now some 1,400 houses
served by the svstem. The cxtensi{m of the scheme during
the vear has not been as great as in former years; although
the Council has authorised the extension of the scheme, this
has been delaved due to shortage of labour. [ am satisfied
that the cost of the system operating in your district is no
dearer than that of the orthodox scheme. It is, however,
important that with this scheme that regular collections be
maintained, as otherwise the economics of the scheme dis-
appear when multiple bags are required at any premises.

(b) Transport

The Council have again reviewed the transport employed
in the Department. A new 50 cu. vd. compression vehicle was
brought into use early in the year, and after subsequent modi-
fications by the manufacturers, has given excellent service,
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The Council has confirmed an order for a further similar
vehicle ; delivery is awaited. The main transport of the De-
partment, in view of decisions taken by the Council, will then
consist of two 50 cu. yd. compression vehicles, one 25 cu. yd.
tore-and-aft tipper, 3 18/20 cu. yd. fore-and-aft tippers, and
one reserve 18 cu. yd. fore-and-aft tipper.

The replacement of the oldest vehicle, now 14 years old,
has been agreed, and delivery of the vehicle on order.

The maintenance of the vehicles has been generally satis-
factory, but with increasing age of a number of the vehicles,
the lhability for small breakdowns and frequent removal from
service for repair has been the cause of some difficulty in
maintaining collections. 1 hope that the Council will decide
on a policy of regular renewal of vehicles at stated intervals
rather than to continue to operate vehicles (as we have done
recently) for many years beyond the period of reliable efh-
cient service.

(¢) Refuse Disposal

The Council continued to operate 10 tips, of which 3 are
retained for winter use only, A review of disposal facilities
in the district indicates that at least 4 tips will be filled within
the next twelve months. The large tip at Bramham has been
taken out of use during the period of trunk road reconstruc-
tion. It is questionable whether this tip will ever again be of
great value for general refuse disposal,

The Council, during the year, instructed me to report on
the merits and demerits of centralised disposal and of mech-
anical treatment of refuse prior to tipping, and with the
Chairman of the Committee I have inspected the Pulverisation
Scheme of Worthing Rural District Council. Pulverisation
converts bulky refuse into a material of consistent texture
free of voids, capable of ready tipping and consolidation. The
process renders the material free from odour, unattractive to
insects and rodent pests, and materially reduces its bulk. The
tipping of pulverised refuse is a much more orderly process
than that of crude refuse, and the nuisance to amenity and
health is reduced to a minimum.

Controlled tipping depends for its efficiency on the avail-
ability of large quantities of covering and sealing material of
a proper texture and size, and without this it 1s impossible
to carry out controlled tipping satisfactorily. Despite every
endeavour, it is not physically possible in your district to
obtain regularly the quantities of material properly required

for this purpose,
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The scheme adopted in principle by the Council envisages
centralised disposal of refuse on derelict and waste land form-
ing part of the former Royal Ordnance Factory adjacent to
Thorp Arch Sewage Disposal Works. On this site it is pro-
posed to erect a pulverisation plant for the reception and
treatment of refuse, and to deposit the refuse in a reclamation
scheme of the adjoining land. Coupled with the final disposal
of the pulverised refuse, it is proposed to dispose of crude
sludge pumped directly from Thorp Arch Sewage Disposal
Works. This will eliminate the former treatment of sludge
by the use of digestion tanks and can be thereafter all dried
on prepared drying beds. The scheme will have the advantage
of saving capital expenditure in the provision of sludge re-
cepton tanks and additional sludge-drying beds and will
eliminate heavy annual expenditure at present incurred in the
subsequent handling and disposal of the sludge after drying.
The principle will be to dispose of pulverised refuse and a
layer of sludge pumped on the surface in the form of a shallow
lagoon. The Officers of the Yorkshire Ouse River Board have
shown considerable interest in the scheme, and generally
favour its adoption. At the year end, the Council had decided
to make a Compulsory Purchase Order for the 38 acres of land
proposed to be acquired for the pulverisation/disposal scheme
and the design of the plant had reached a point where the
scheme can be considered in some final detail.

(d) Refuse Collection

I have already outlined the problems confronting the
service during the year and am hopeful that the steps being
taken b}r the Council will secure a very great improvement at
at early date. I should, however, mention that in the initial
discussions regarding the incentive bonus scheme the work-
men were not at all enthusiastic about the same,

(e) Litter

There are now 119 litter receptacles throughout the dis-
trict and initial steps have been taken to review the quality
and efficiency of these. A start has been made in two parishes
to replace and augment the provision of litter receptacles.

The indiscriminate and unauthorised tipping of bulky
refuse, garden waste, discarded furniture and household goods
in the country lanes and waste land of your district has con-
tinued to be an increasing problem, and although the Council
has, from time to time, cleared these spots, accumulation of
refuse again quickly becomes apparent. Two successful pro-
secutions were taken in respect of the indiscriminate deposit
of rubbish on highway verges. This is a major problem and
very largely the offenders who deposit this material are not
ratepayers in the Rural District but are residents of urban
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areas on the fringe of the district. There would appear, how-
ever, to be an increasing need for an ordinary collection
service from households of unwanted furniture and bulky
material which the householder often finds difficulty to dispose
of. This is a difficult problem and one which T hope the
Council will consider at an early date,

(f) Financial and General Statement

The total expenditure amounted to £30,793/19/10. Income
received was £1,261/0/1, making the net cost £28,832/19/9,
but this includes the loss on salvage collection, cost of the
dustbin replacement scheme, provision of litter baskets and
the cesspit cleansing service. The net cost of refuse collection
and disposal alone amounted to £25,532/18/1. Of this amount
refuse disposal cost £3,563/10/11, transport £4,243/17/5, and
collection £17,725/9/9. The 1962 figures being respectively
£2,960,/0/0, £4,305/0/0, and £16,990/0/0.

{g) Salvage

There is little difference from the circumstances reported
last vear. With the adoption of a pulverisation scheme for
the disposal of refuse the question of salvage will become
more important, and the plant should facilitate handling and
disposal of the material, It should be stated, however, that
the economics of the pulverisation scheme presented to the
Council take no regard of any anticipated income from sal-
vage.

Sales of salvage amounted to £465/15/6, and expenditure
was £794/1/2.

(h) Dustbin Replacement Scheme

403 dustbins and 446 sackholders were issued under the
scheme during the year, and include 55 dustbins and 221
sackholders which were sold. 82,850 paper sacks were pur-
chased and of these 77,000 were used.

(i) Working Party on Refuse Collection

During the year the Minister of Housing and Local
Government set up a working party to enquire into the whole
problem of refuse collection, with a view to making recom-
mendations for improvement of the service and advice which
should be given to local authorities, also any alterations which
are required in the law., I was invited by the Minister, Sir
Keith Joseph, to become a member of that working party,
which consists of 15 members (10 of them being officers of
local authorities responsible for refuse collection). Your
Council readily gave permission for me to accept the work,
and the investigations of the working party have now com-
menced.
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PUBLIC CLEANSING
(a) Transport

Total Mileage of Vehicles I 1 |

(b) Cellections
Premises visited .... e 433,450
Bins emptied e 966,800
Paper sacks removed ... e 04,720
Middens cleansed 142
Pail closets emptied S el
Litter bins emptied w0121
Cesspools and Septic Tanks metlLd 1,051

(¢) Refuse Removed and D1spused of
Vehicles, loads removed . b A 5 1
Avcrage weight per load 2.26 tons
Average weight per cubic yard of refuse 20 cwts
Total weight removed ... MR i 16,1 tons
Total quantity removed . ... 81,000 cub. yds.
Weight per 1,000 pupuhltmn per dd‘v 18.3 cwts.
Quantity of refuse per 1,000 pupuldtmn

per day 3 9.1 cub. yds.

(d) Tons per ddy 22, 2—1}Er u.url-:mg day (2.‘3[}) 32.5.
Quantity per day 222 cubic yards—per working day
325 cubic yards.
L.oads per day 9.7

per working day 14.2.

(e) Costs
Per 1,000 premises (8669) ... i E L
Per 1,000 receptacles (12200) . £2,008
Per 1,000 population (24430) O i
Per visit (receptacle) (631520) ... oo o !

VII. ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES

This important, though not spectacular, duty involves
considerable work, usually on an informal basis, to effect the
necessary repair and remedial works. Statutory action is
only taken as a last resort. The following gives details of
statutory notices 1ssued and abated :—

COuatst"ding [ssued Abated Outst'ding

Statute 31.12.62 1963 1963 31.12.63
Public Health Act, 1936
Sec. 45. By WL ; - 5 5 -
Sec. 47. W{; mecrsmn 3 2 4 1
Sec. 93. Nuisances 4 1 z 1 2
Housing Act, 1957
Sec. 16 (Demolition Orders) 20 19 21 18

Agriculture (Safety, Health and
Welfare Provisions) Act, 1956 1 — 1 1t

25 28 32 21
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In the case of one nuisance concerned with pig keeping
it was necessary to apply to the Courts for an Abatement
Order. This was finally complied with and the nuisance
abated. In 5 cases works required have been carried out by
the Council in default of the owners,

VIII. SUPERVISION OF WORK PLACES

(a) Factories Act, 1961

The duties under this heading are indicated in Appendix
B. The development of new factories in the area, particularly
on the Council’s Industrial Area and at the Thorp Arch Trad-
ing listate has involved considerable work in securing ade-
quate and satisfactory facilities in the development of these
Nnew CONCErns.

(b) Shops Act, 1950

It has not been necessary to take any acton under this
heading during the year, but it 1s anticipated that new legis-
lation wll requre a considerable amount of work under this
heading in the ensuing year.

(c) Offices

The same remarks apply under this heading as under the
heading o the Shops Act, 1950.

(d) Agricultural Premises

Improvements have been effected at five farm premises
by the provision of water carriage sanitation and washing
facilities have been provded in three cases. The hope o1
completing the survey of agricultural premises during the
current year was not achieved, but this is intended to be dealt
with in 1964,

IX. SUPERVISION OF FOOD
(a) General

The routine control of food and catering business has
continued, but the work has unfortunately been rather spora-
dic and I am anxious that a more regular routine inspection
of food premises can be effected. There are now 255 premises
in the district affected by the Food and Drugs Act, and al-
though no contraventions of the Clean Food Byelaws have
been found, it has been necessary to draw the attention of a
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number of occupiers and food handlers to the necessity of
better standards of food hygiene. It would appear that al-
though there i1s a high standard generally throughout your
area, the regular visit of a member of the Council’s staff does
much to ensure that standards are maintained, particularly in
view of the difficulties with whch food traders are confronted
by the rapid change-over of staff. 1 consider that routine
inspection is an absolute necessity, and it is hoped that more
attention can be paid to this work in future,

(b) Milk Supply

The sale of milk is restricted to one of the prescribed
special designations. During the year there have been several
outbreaks of brucellosis, and in all 138 samples of milk were
submitted for ring test examination, and of this number 31
were positive. Samples submitted for culture were 35, of
which 7 were positive, Appropriate action was taken at the
farms to deal with the offending animals,

I have to reiterate my comments of a year ago that the
condition and handling of milk bottles is not as satisfactory
as it might be, and we have had, on a number of occasions,
to draw the attention of retailers and distributors to this
matter.

(¢) Ice Cream

73 premises in your district are registered for the sale of
wrapped ice cream, but there is no manufacture within the
district. The difficulty of checking the quality of the products
sold by vendors of ice cream from mobile vans and shops is
one which it is hoped to overcome by some arrangement for
the late delivery of samples at the laboratory. Generally,
however, these retailers are most active at weekends and late
in the evening, and the usual control facilities are not so
easily applied. 16 samples of ice cream were taken and sub-
mitted for bacteriological examination and all were satis-
factory.

(d) Meat

All the five slaughterhouses operating in the district are
now up to the standard required by the Slaughterhouses Act,
1958. At the year end an application was received for the
opening of a further slaughterhouse at a University Farm,
principally for the research and experimental work, The
Council supported the application to the Minister for consent
to the issue of that licence.

It has again been possible to secure 100% meat inspection,
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Details of the work are shown in the accompanying tables,
It 1s interesting to note, however, that the total “kill” shows
a drop of 123% compared with 1962, in the number of cattle,
sheep and lambs slaughtered, and of 18% in the number of
pigs slaughtered. Although this is a decline in numbers it
does not reflect a corresponding decline in the numbers of
visits which have to be paid to slaughterhouses, and, conse-
quently, the overall amount of work was not reduced pro-
portional to the numbers of animals slaughtered.

POST MORTEM EXAMINATION OF ANIMALS IN

SLAUGHTERHOUSES
Period lst January, 1963, to 31st December, 1963.
Cattle She
excluding an : Wt.
Cows Cows  Calves Lambs Pigs {Ibs.)
Number killed ... T 2 1 J042 664 —
Number inspected i) XS 2 1 342 064 -

All diseases except Tuber-
culosis and Cysteri:
Whole carcases condemned — — —_ 4 —_ 200

Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-

demned ... R — — 8 32 1336

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease other than Tub-
erculosis and Cysterci 18.8 —_ - 0.44 4.8 —

Tuberculosis only:
Whole carcases condemned —— - — — — 2k

Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-
demned ... < 3 — — —_ 1 74

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
Tuberculosis ... 040 — —_ — .15 —_—

Cysticerosis :

Carcases of which some
part or organ was con-
demnEd W e mase 3 e — —_r e 44

Carcases submitted to
treatment by refriger-
atiﬂl’l EEEE] FEE —— b e e ) ——— —

Generalised and totally
condemned | — — —_ — s =

Total weight of meat condemned (lbs.) 1,654.



MEAT INSPECTION
Principal Grounds for Condemnation

Bovine Calves Sheap Pigs

lbs. Ibs. bz, Ibs.
Abscesses el 200 — -— -—
Bruising .... = -— 85 10
Cyst. Bovis 4 — — —
Congestion — - 1 21
Cavernous Angioma 18 =— == =
Distomatosis 866 - —— —
Epicarditis 4 - _ i
Fever —_ —_ 120 —
Necrosis .... — — 12 —
Parasitic Conditions —_ — S -
Pericarditis 14 — — 15
Pleurisy ... 23 — - 16
Tuberculosis 60 — —_— 14

(e) Slaughter of Animals Act, 1958

There are now 24 licensed slaughtermen on the register,
The slaughter of the animals is carried out in a humane
manner,

(f) Unsound Food

Inspections of food to ascertain its fitness total 25. Food
condemned was as follows:—

Period 1st January, 1963, to 31st December, 1963,

‘wfr z::f b “—'r::'gh'r“

Assorted Tinned Foods - I 3

(decomposition, blown and

damaged tins) ... 94 85 7

Cooked Meat and Hams

(decomposition, mould) ... 16 7] 8
Tinned Milk

(bacterial swell) ... 11 19 pints....

(g) Licensed Premises

There is nothing special to comment in respect of licensed
premises, bakehouses or registered premises. All these will
be the subject of a detailed survey commencing during the
coming year.
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X. MISCELLANEOUS

(a) Camping Sites

This year has seen a great deal of activity on the Camp-
ing Sites to secure the implementation of the conditions im-
posed in connection with Site Licences issued to the owners
of three sites at Kearby and three sites at Bardsey. Forty-six
bungalows and caravans which were in poor condition have
been removed from these sites and each site has been pmvided
with an adequate water supply, fire-fighting equipment, sani-
tary conveniences, drainage and refuse disposal facilities, in
additon to four hard-standings for the use of casual Dver-mght
caravanners. Where roads are in existence, these have been
made satisfactory and in all cases car parking facilities have
been provided.

In connection with one site at Bardsey and one at Kearby
planning permission has been given for extension of the sites
concerned, subject to the provision of the requisite number of
additional facilities mentioned above,

Since the operation of the Caravan Sites and Control of
Development Act, 1960, the 12 sites which existed in that
year have now been reduced to seven. The seventh site is in
the Parish of East Keswick, and a scheme for modernisation
1s in course of preparation, following a change in ownership
due to the death of the former owner.

This position will steadily improve, vear by year, as
further dilapidated bungalows and structures are removed
from the sites, in accordance with a planning consent given
in December, 1961, restricting the “life” of a number of struc-
fures then existing on the sites.

(b) Public Conveniences

Schemes for the installation of washing facilities at
Wetherby (Market Place), repairs at Wetherby Car Park,
and the carrying out of decorations to the three sets of con-
veniences, are in advanced preparation and will be completed
in 1964. Income amounted to £254/7/4 and expenditure to

£969/19/2.

(¢) Schools

The construction of the new Secondary Modern School at
Wetherby is still delayed, although work on a new Junior
School at Alwoodley has begun.
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(d) Bathing Pools

There 1s no change from the details given in my last
report of two full-sized and three learner pools attached to
schools in the area.

(e) Petrol Storage

There are now 30 licensed filling stations and 36 private
storage installations in your district. All have been subjected
to special inspection during the year, for which purpose the
servce of the Fire Prevention Officer of the County Council
has been enlisted. As a result, all licencees have been in-
formed of the requirements they must observe before the
licences are renewed at the end of 1964,

(f) Dangerous Buildings

It has only been necessary to deal informally with one
dangerous building during the year.

(g) Land Charges

944 Land Charges requisitions were referred to me for
scrutiny, compared with 672 in the previous year.

(h) Market

The Council has given further consideration and has
agreed to provide further equipment for the erection and
dismantling of market stalls, and has agreed to a policy of
gradual renewal and replacement of the market stalls with
stalls of a better type of construction. It has also been de-
cided to complete the conversion of the Market Hall by taking
the remainder of the Market Hall space and adapting this to
shop premises.

(i) Car Parks

The car parks at Wetherby have given excellent service.
Some remedial work has had to be carried out to all of them
and discussions have taken place with the R.A.C. with a view
to better signposting. Owing to shortage of labour it has not
been possible to complete the car park at Boston Spa, but it
is hoped that this will be done early in 1964. The overall
position of parking in the larger townships, and particularly
at Wetherby, is becoming a matter of some concern. It is
important that all possible provision be secured for off-street
parking. It is, however, regrettable that despite the facilities
available at the Hallfield Car Park at Wetherby (a car park
which is very near to the Market Place), it is often compar-
atively empty when traffic conditions in the Market Place
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are intolerable. [ do not understand the reluctance of the
public to walk a short distance from large and easy parking
grounds.

(j) Rodent Control

There has been little change in the service during the
year. Due to the prolonged illness of one of the rodent oper-
atives, the service has only been maintained with the greatest
difficulty. At the year end, contracts in respect of 55 farms
amounted to a total of £418. Work carried out under this
scheme is given in the following Table :(—

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
Report for 12 months ended 31st December, 1963.

Name of Local Authority: Wetherby Rural District Council.
County : Yorks.,, WLR.C.

TYPE OF PROPERTY

| MNon-Agricultural |
(1) (2) (3) (4) ()
Dwelling
Houses All Other
(incl. (incl. Total of ;
Local Council Business  Cols. (1) Agricul-
Authority  Houses) Premuses)  (2) & (3) tural

1. Number of properties
in Local Authority's
District RTINS 8350 721 9136 441

2. Total number of pro-
perties inspected as
a result of notification — 212
Number of such pro-
perties found to be
infesetd by :—

Common rat: Major
Minor
Ship rat: Major
Minor
House mouse: Major
Minor

293 194
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3. Total number of pro-
perties i1nspected In
the course of survey
under the Act 7
Number of such pro-
perties found to be
infested by :—

Common rat: Major
Minor
Ship rat: Major
Minor
House mouse: Major
Minor

123 16 216 113
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_ TYFPE OF PROPER" I Y
1 le :"ngrlcu'l.tm al -
(1) (2) () () (5)

Dwellmg
Houses All Oither
{inel. {inel, Total of
Liocal Council Business Caols. (1) Agricul.
Authority  Houses) Premises) (2) & (5) tural

4. Total number of pro-
perties otherwise
inspected 0 42 197 121 360 97
Number of such pru-
perties found to be
infested by :—

Common rat: Major — —— 3 3
Minor 9 29 32 70 21
Ship rat: Major — — — 5. ==
AMinor - — —_— . =
House mouse: Major — 3 1 4 4
Minor 14 24 20 58 21

5. Total inspections car-
ried out — including
re-imspections — = = — B

6. Number of infested
properties (in Secs.
2, 3 & 4) treated hy
the LA. () 378 132 570 318

7. Total inspections car-
ried out — including
re-treatments s = — = =

8. Number of notices
served under Sec. 4

of the Act: (all informal)
(a) Treatment — O 19 28 36
(b) Structural 'Work o 12 21 33 33

(i.e. Proofing)

9. Number of cases in
which default action
was taken following
the issue of a notice
under Sect. 4 of the

;‘hct mean = sees —— _— — — —_—

10. Legal pmccedmg; = = o & AN

11. Number of “ Block”
control Fﬂ:hfnlcﬁ car-
ried out 6 12 — 18 7

(k) Atmospheric Pollution

The Wigton Moor Smoke Control Order has been con-
firmed by the Minister and is now operative.

(1) Disinfection and Disinfestations
There is continuing to be an increased use of our Disin-
festation Service. Domestic insect pests (mainly crickets and

cockroaches, bees, wasps and hornets) have replaced the
“sanitary” pests of bugs and fleas, and there has been no
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incident during the year where it has been necessary to carry
out any compulsory disinfestation.

(m) Street Naming and Numbering

During the year steady progress has been made in the
replacement and augmentation of street name plates. Much
still remains to be done, but it is hoped that the arrears of
work under this heading can soon be eliminated.

(n) Street Lighting

The Council is the Street Lighting Authority for the Wig-
ton Moor Special Lighting Area and for the Parish of Walton.
The lighting scheme for the former area is now substantially
complete,

(o) Contracts

Work under this heading continues to grow. In various
sections of this report details of the work carried out by the
Department is indicated. The following is a brief summary
of the large volume of work now in hand, with comparative
figures for the previous five years. It is desirable that capital
schemes be. fairly balanced each year in order to make the
best use of technical staff and also of the contracting industry.

CONTRACTS
(Year ending 31.3.64)
£

Completed 22 125,890
Under construction ... 21 191,538
In contract—not started 5] 106,424
Out to tender ... 6 26,147
In preparation ... s 18 80,726
Preliminary reports dp{)ruvﬁd 16 77,900

89 608,625

The comparative figures for the current and the previous
five years are :—

Total Completed
Contracts V ?Eh:e Contracts V?Iu{‘.
1963 89 608,625 e 125,890
1962 85 595,381 s 22 87,289
1961 78 385,791 20 60,853
1960 32 381,378 20 30,463
1959 68 225,641 19 24,173
e g TR e . 10 212
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APPENDIX A

Statement required by Article 27 of the Sanitary Officers’
(Outside London) Regulations, 1935

HOUSING NUISANCES:—

COutst'ding Found Abated Outst'ding

31.12.62 1963 1963  31.12.63
Dirty and Verminous — 4 4 —-
State of Disrepair ... 119 221 244 96
Provision of Services 31 74 65 40

130 200 U318 136

NUISANCES :—
Drammage
(a) Defective - 33 24 4
(b) Inadequate ... + e 68 13
(¢) Blocked B 1 64 63 -
(d) Defective Sinks 5 7 80 76 11
Light and Ventilation
Inadequate .... 21 44 58 7
Overcrowding — —— — —-
Paving
Inadequate/Defective ... 7 47 46 10
Refuse Storage
(a) Pail closet renewal ... — 4 4 —
(b) Middens abolished 1 3 4 —

Sanitary Conveniences
(a) Defective
(b) Inadequate
(¢) Conversions to W.C.

Serious dampness ... 1
Sewage Disposal

ot s
o
et
et
b

(a) Unsatisfactory 8 14 18 4

(b) Direct to streams 1 4 5 —_
Water Supply

Unsatisfactory 4 12 14 2
Miscellaneous

(a) General 17 37 42 12

(b) Rodents 11 117 116 12

(¢) Food Storage
(unsatisfactory) 14 24 22 16

116 674 668 121




GENERAL NUISANCES

(Total of premises or cases dealt with)

R The e e

Offensive Accumulation ... — 3 3 —
Animal Keeping - i 7 —
Dangerous Buildings == 1 1 —
Food Premises (defects) .. 1 -+ 5 —
Factories 1 14 14 1
Rodent Infestation ... 6 111 109 8
River and Stream Pollution 3 4 3 1
Agricultural Premises

(Conveniences) 2 5 5 2
Blocked Sewers 1 134 135 —
Defective Sewers ... 2 16 16 2
Shops (defects) 1 — 1 —
Miscellaneous 4 17 18 3

21 36 =317 17

GENERAL PROVISION OF SERVICES TO EXISTING

PREMISES
Piped Water Supply 3 Baths o 7R
W.Cis (new) g | Hot water ... e B0
Re-drainage ... e 68 Sewer connections .... 9
Septic Tank .... e 1 Sinks ..., ey B4

NOTICES ISSUED

Informal Statutory
Outstanding 1962 .... 47 25
Issued 1963 .... 203 28
Complied with 1963 214 32
Dutstanding 31.1263 ... .. 36 21



SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS

Building Byelaws {\]Lw Bmldmgs} .. 6014
Bakehouses ... 22
Slaughterhouses e B4
Dairtes ... i 39
Conversion of Earth Clnscts 42
Camping Gt
Factories Act ... PR |1 b
Food Premises it R
Nuisances—General ... o M
Housing—Nuisances .... 1041
Housing (inc. In‘lprm.'m“mant Grants and Unfit He u‘;e*‘) 1241
Ice Cream 44
Food Inspection 46
Public C!cansing P
Salvage ... 21
Rodent Control B b i
Sewerage SEARE i7"
Sewerage (proposed schemes) ... v pepdns
Schools .... la
Shops {‘ia:‘utdtmn) 21
Town Planning . 1431
Waterworks ... 29
Miscellaneous .... U | -7
APPENDIX B

Prescribed Particulars on the Administraton of the
Factories Act, 1961

PART 1 OF THE ACT
1—INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health

No. of No. of
Mo, on No. of Written  Oecupiers
Premises Register  Inspections notices prosecuted
(1) (2) (3) () (3)

(i) Factories in which Sections
1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be en-
forced by Local Authorities 136 324 10 —

(ii) Factories not included in

(1) in which Section 7 is

enforced by Local Authority 49 15
(iii) Other FPremises in which

Section 7 is enforced by the

Local Authority (excluding
outworker’'s premises) Bl 1031 2 —

312 1512 14 -

J
e |
W8]
{
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2—~Caces in which DEFECTS were found

(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three
or more separate occasions they should be reckoned as two,
three or more “cases”

No. of cases in which defects No. of cases
were found in which
Prose-
Referred cutions
) _ To HM. By HM. were
Particulars Found Remedied inszmectnr Inspector instituted
(1) (2) (&) 4) (3) (6)
Want of cleanliness (5.1) 2 1 1 — —
Overcrowding (5.2) . — —- - — =
Unreasonable temperature
(5.3) 2 1 1 — —
Inadequate ventilation {H-fl} 2 1 1 - —
Ineffective drainage of floors
(>5.6) S 1 ] = 2 e
Sanitary Conveniences {S F}
(a) Insufficient < 3 3 — — -
(b) Unsuitable or defectnc 4 3 1 1 —_
(c) Not separate for sexes — — —_ —_ -
Other offences against the
Act (not incl. offences
relating to Outwork) ... — - - - —
14 10 4 1 —

PART VIII OF THE ACT
OUTWORK
(Sections 110 and 111)

No action.
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