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Wetherby House,

WETHERBY.

August, 1956,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Wetherby Rural District Couneil.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you will see from the body of the report the Vital
Statistics for 1955 can be regarded as satisfactory. In commoi
with the rest of the country the birth rate rose, The death rate
was reduced. The infant mortality rate remained low.
Unfortunately the stillbirth rate was much increased and the
deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis were higher. No greag
significance ecan be attached to either of these two figures in
view of the small numbers involved, We had our biennial visit
of the measles.

From the environmental point of view the Council was active
in the Slum Clearance Scheme. Towards the end of the vear the
plan to take over the Thorp Arch Sewerage Works on lease came
to fruition. The Council continne to nse every effort to improve
still further the water supply in the distriet,

During 1955 a National Quiz Competition for Road Safety
commenced, and it is now possible to report the very pleasing
result that the team from the Wetherby District was finally
suceessful over all comers., Your Council found it proper to
congratulate the four yvoung people in the team most heartily, and
every acknowledgment has been given to the skill of P.C. Clayson,
their tutor.

I should like to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of
the Counecil for econtinued support throughout the year's
deliberations., 1 should also like to thank my colleagues in other
departments of the Couneil for the readiness with which they are
prepared to respond to any enquiry for assistance, and I should
particularly like to thank the staff of my own office for their
continued enthusiasm in the work we try to do.

I am, Mr. Chairman,
Your Obedient Servant,

RONALD G, SMITHSON,
Medieal Officer of Health.



PART I. REPORT AS MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
1. GENERAL STATISTICS

Area lin Acres 6,424

Population, 1951 Census ... .. T e S R R 20,338
Pll])'llla-l'lﬂrl'—-ﬁ-i'ﬂlbllI].I'-':JE‘IIL"!H.l I'amnu e mn{l TOOS Oat i mt 21 500
Number of Inhabited Houses ... ... .. o or eee sor o 6,723
Rateable Value, 31/3/66 ... ... ... ... . i een eee oen ... £141 487
Produot of 1d. Rabe, 8173)586:,00.00 0 a0l o i £544
District Council General Rate, 1955/56 ... ... ... ... .. ... 6/8
County Council General Rate, 1955/66 ... ... ... ... ... .. 15/6

2. EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR

Malse Female Total

Live Births: Legitimate ... ... .o e w154 ... 198 ... 282
MReghitimmabe. ... i Gd aan el s T, | EERGAR)

Totals ... 161 ... 133 .. 294

Birth Rate per thousand population ... ... L O L S L
Stillbirths, 7. Rate per thousand total hm.hb oL . A3

Illegitimate live births represent 4.1 per cent. of total |I\"-F' I:mth«-.

Total Deaths from all Causes, 192. Crude Death Rate pm -leuﬂam_l
population sad M : 8.9

Standardised Death Rate per ll’lﬂli]' pﬂpul.at.mu et ST
Number of women dying in, or in consequence of chiltl'i:u:rth was 1.0
Deaths of Infants under one year:

All Infants per thousand live births (3) ... ... ... ... - 102

Legitimate Infants per thousand legﬂmmiv live births {.'.'I} e 108
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... ... ... v v v e wee oo 26
Deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis (all ages) ... ... ... ... .. 3
Deaths from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis (all ug@ﬂ} e e as o B
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ... ... ... o e wr see o e Nil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... ... Sl San e SEEL
Deaths from Gastritis, Enteritis and T}mrrhﬂea (al] ﬂge-.} WA T



WETHERBY RURAL DISTRICT

Comparable Vital Statistics for the year 1955

Based on the Registrar-General’s Figures

Apgregate England

West West & Wales
Wetherby  Riding Riding (Provi-
Rural Rural Adrin- sional

Digtriet.  Districts County figures)
BIRTH RATE :—

(Per 1,000 estimated population) ... 13.7 16.6 15.3 15.0

DEATH RATE : —
(All per 1,000 estimated popula-
fion) All Causes ... ... ... ... 8.9 9.6 11.7 11.7

Infeciive and Para. Ihs, excl. Tub.
but incl. Syphilis & other V.D. 0.19 0.07 0.07 3

Tuberculosis, Respiratory 0.14 0.0= 0.11 0.13
Tuberculosis, Other ... ... ... ... s 0.02 001 0.02
CREORE e i i e R s S e 1.21 1.54 1.90 2.06
Vascular Lesions of the Nervous

OYRlE s an s s mes e 1.78 1.40 1.90 i
Heart and Circulatory Disease ... 3.12 3.556 4.39 E
Respiratory Diseases ... ... ... ... (.88 1.03 1.21 i

Maternal Mortality (Deaths of
mothers in childbirth per 1,000
live and stillbirths) ... ... ... 3.32 1.19 0.67 (.64

Infant Mortality ... ... ... ... .. 102 28.6 26.2 24.9

* Figures not available
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CAUSES OF CIVILIAN DEATHS

Registrar-General’s Abridged List of Causes of Death in District
during 1955

NUMBER
CAUSE Male Female Total

1. Tuberculosis {R&Epll‘&tﬂr}} 3 — 3
2. Tuberculosis (Other) ey L TT TR o
3. Syphilitic Disease ... 1 2 3
4. Diphtheria . e —
5. Whooping Cough ... : 5 =
6. Meningocoeceal J_nfﬂ'ﬂtl{}ns —  —_- =
7. Acute Poliomyelitis — = -
8. Measles —_— = =
9, Other Infective and Parasitic Diseases — 1 1
10. Malignani Neoplasm, Stomach 4 3 7
11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung Bronchus .. 2 — g
12. Malignant Neoplasm, Breast : — 3 3
13. Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus ... — = ==
14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neaplasms T 7 14
16. Leukaemia, Aleukaemia ... ... ... ... ... . — — —_
16, Ddabetes ... - - —
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous Eﬂ.‘qtrem 14 23 37
18. Coronary Disease, Angina - 21 11 a2
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease . 1 1 2
20. Other Heart Disease 8 19 27
21. Other Circulatory DlEE‘H.a-e 1 b i
22. Influenza : Sl 1 — 1
23. Pneumonia 5 4 9
24, Bronchitis b 3 8
25. Other Diseases of R%plrﬂi.nl"ﬁ.- "*}'Efﬂm 1 — 1
26, Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ... 2 — 2
27. Gastritis, Enteritis and IDMarrhoea - 1 1
28. Neph ritis and Nephrosis 1 3 4
29. Hyperplasia of Prostate ... 2 - - 2
30. Pregnancy, Childbirth, Mmmml — 1 1
31. Congenital Maliormations ... .. 2 — 2
32. Other Defined and Ill-da-hn#d D*IS-F&SEH (i T 13
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents 4 — 4
34. All Other Accidents 5 1 6
35. Suicide i 1 — 1
36. Homicide and ﬂpera’tlmm of War | —_ — —
Totals 97 192

| =
o

From the Registrar-General's list of causes of death in the
Distriet during 1955, it will be seen that the most frequent causes
of death, the number of deaths so registered, and the correspond-
ing death rates per thousand population were :—

Heart and Circulatory Diseaseg ... 67, equivalent to death rate of 3.12
Intra Cranial Vascular Lesions ... 37, equivalent to death rate of 1.72

Cancer ... ... ... .ux eoi wee ... 28, equivalent to death rate of 1.21
Pneumonia ... ... ... ... -.. ... 9 equivalent to death raie of 0.42
Bronechitis ... ... ... ... ... ... B8, equivalent to death rate of 0.37
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Housing

As will be readily understood the Council’s main concern in
the realm of housing in 1955 was the Slum Clearance P'rogramime,
The Council has had to consider 393 houses as potentially unfit
and it says much for the endurance of the Unfit Houses Sub-
Committee that the bulk of these houses were visited by the Sub-
Committee before the end of the year,

It is the result of the Council’s policy to demolish as few
houses as possible that it is estimated that the building of 165
houses will be adequate to re-house persons displaced.

The Council prefers to encourage owners (o ilmprove property
by the use of improvement grants in suitable cases. During the
course of the year it was decided to build 98 houses for slum
clearance replacement purposes in 1956. The figure of 20 houses
for normal needs being determined in the light of variation in the
subsidy provisions,

The Council started to build a one-bedroomed house for old
people.

According to the Council's rules no tenant of a house in the
district is allowed to apply for a Council house unless the house
is overcrowded, in an unfit condition, or where special medical
reasons necessitating re-housing exist, Applicants living out-
side the area are under no such restriction, and I feel this
regulation bears harshly on normal residents in the district who,
for example, owing to better financial circumstances, wish to
improve their living conditions. In view of the fact that the
Couneil decided to impose this condition on tenants in the area at
a time when it was necessary to reduce the size of the housing
lists it may be that the Council will reverse the decision soon.

sewerage and Sewage Disposal

The Council took possession of the Thorp Arch Sewerage
DMsposal Works under lease on the 1st December, 1955, It is
unfortunarte rthat the parishes of Walton and Wighill have not yet
henefited by this scheme, The removal of restrictions on capital
outlay may enable the Council to remedy this position. In an
effort to see an end 1o the existence of unsatisfactory privies in
the district the Council sought a bulk loan sanction for the con-
version of the remaining privies in the area and this sanction
was duly obtained,

Water Supply

The enquiry into the scheme put forward by Leeds
Corporation for supplyving water to Harewood Village took place
in December, and to the Couneil’s regret ultimately proved to be
decided against the Couneil’s wishes, At a time when every effort

10



is being made to limit capital outlay it does appear strange that
this scheme should have found favour in view of its high cost,
The Council, through its Water Committee, authorised schemes
of improvement of supply at Kirk Deighton, a linkage of
Cowthorpe and Bickerton and a scheme for softening the Eastern
Area supply. None of these schemes received approval by the
end of the year.

Seavenging Service

There is no doubt the Couneil can be proud of the Scavenging
service provided in the Rural Area even though the ideal of a
weekly collection has not yet been reached throughout the area.
Two rather important although perhaps somewhat insignificant
items do appear to present great difliculty of solution. 1 refer in
the firs; place to the emptying of publie litter baskets and in the
second place to the cleansing of bus shelters,

Fundamentally the problem of litter resolves itself into the
standard of personal conduct of the individual, and one can think
of very little in the way of litter which cannot be carried home
for destruction. Other people, other ways—and Local Authorities
are put under the necessity of providing public litter receptacles.
These hins have to be emptied, and it would appear obvious and
easy to have them emptied by any passing scavenging vehicle.

By a similar token the division of responsibility as between
the County Council as the Highway Authority, the District
Couneil as the Public Health and Cleansing Authority, and the
PParish Council as the owner of the bus shelter, appears to result
in an insuperable position by which it is impossible to obtain even
occasional cleansing of this very necessary public amenity, The
Medical Officer of Health is generally regarded as the one whose
duty it is to ensure such matters are dealt with, The difficulties
inherent in dealing with three unwilling participants is to he
experienced to be believed.

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS

DISEASE
Cases
sent to
Total Hospital Deaths

dearler Wever ... oo e e e 10 6 —
Whooping Cough 65 — - -
Bolomyelltis o0 o Lie G i 6 6 —
Meagles 496 32 —
Acute Pneumonia ... ... ... ... 16 — 0
Diysentery i | — —-
Erysipelas 5 — —_—
Meningococeal Infection 1 1 —
Food Poisoning ... ... ... ... 1 — -
Acute Encephalitis ; 1 - - -
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 1 — —



Comments :

The number of cases of whooping cough shows an inerease
as compared with the previous year, and it is interesting to note
that in not one of these cases was evidence of previous vaccina-
tion known,

The number of cases of measles notified during 1955 was
large, and the ones reported as having been sent to Hospital were
admitted from an Institution containing many other children,

TUBERCULOSIS

The following figures show the state of the register at
31/12/55,

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M. ) O M. F. Total
46 24 10 11 91

This is a decrease of 6 cases over the figures at 31,/12/54.

Analysis of new nofifications and deaths from Tuberculosis
during year :—

CIVILIAN TUBERCULOSIS

NEW CASES DEATHS

Age Pulmonary Mor-Pulmonary Pulmonary Hon-Pulmonary

M. F. 3. ER M. F. M., B,
0-1 — — — — — — — -
1-5 T —_ = . = =
5-15 — L e gy e —
15-25 4 2 —_ — — — e
25-85 i — —— -
35-45 i — — — — — — —
45-55 === = e gl = ==
55-65 — = e ] retes . LS AL

65 and over

Service Cases: NIL.
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Report as
Divisional Medical Officer
for 1955
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PART II. REPORT AS DIVISIONAL MEDICAL OFFICER

The Minister of Health has asked that details of the duties
and qualifications of the Medical Officer of Health should appear
in the Annual Health Report. Information with regard to the
duties of yvour Medical Oflicer of Health might also be welcomed
by new members of the District Council especially.

When the West Riding County Council started the Scheme
of Divisional Health Administration in 1947 it was agreed that
the Medical Officer of Health to the group of District Councils
concerned should undertake day by day administration of the
services for which the County Council are responsible under
Part 111 of the National Health Act of 1946, These duties
cover most of the personal Health Services such as the School
Medical Service, the Maternity and Child Welfare Service, the
Domiciliary Nursing Service, the Domiciliary Mental Health
Serviee, and such duties as Care and After Care Service for the
Tuberculous and the conduce; of preventative measures against
disease, It will be realised that each of these services is
composed of many parts, e.g., the School Medical Service involves
rontine inspections by School Nurses to maintain the standard
of cleanliness in Schools; the medical examination ar stated
intervals of all children in County Schools ; and the more detailed
consideration of individual children which has to be carried out
when a child is recommended for special educational treatment
in a School situate in the area or at a Residential School many
miles away. Similarly the Medical Officer of Health has to
concern himself with admissions to Maternity Hospital Accom-
modation under the Scheme for Maternity and Child Welfare
work where the admission is obtained on sociological as opposed
to obstetrical and medical grounds.

The Medical Officer of Health in this Division, comprising
the two Rural Districts of Tadeaster and Wetherby, has the
assistance of one whole-time Assigiant Medical Officer of Health
and the sessional assistance to the equivalence of a further
whole-time Assistant from the General Practitioners whose
names appear under the detailed list of Personnel at the
beginning of this report, In the main the Private Practitioner
Colleagues named conduct Infant Welfare/Ante-Natal Clinie
sessions throughout the Ddivision, but Dwr. Phillips spends the
bulk of his sessional time carrying out routine School Medical
Inspection work.

Reference to the details of Personnel engaged in the
Divisional Health Organisation provides an outline of the Staff
available here,

The only vacancy on the 31st December, 1955, was that of
Physiotherapist in the Orthopaedic Service,
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SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE

Each School in the area was visited by a School Medical
Officer at least once for routine Medical Inspection of children
aged 5, 8, 11 and 14 years. The total number of Routine Medical
Examinations was 2,825. 1,273 re-inspections of defects found
ar previous examinations were recorded, and 106 special
examinations were performed at (he request of Heads of Schools.
257 individual children were found to have 268 defects requiring
treatment, and out of the total number of children examined,
1,816 defects were noted for further observation at subsequent
examinations. 0.49% of the children seen were estimated to
be below average nutrition.

We continue to arrange for each School Nurse to examine
all the children in her Schools for cleanliness of body and head
after each principal School holiday. 16,397 such examinations
were recorded and resulted in 145 children being found to have
signs of infestation with lice,

We share common experience in that children found to have
signs of infestation repeatedly come from the same families.
On the whole the record of cleanliness in our Schools is guite
satisfactory,

Three Minor Ailment Clinics at Swillington, Tadcaster and
Wetherhy dealt with 52 cases during the course of the year.

The Dental Officers working in the Division report the
following Statistics in respect of their work :—

Total
Number of children inspected . T.047
Number of children found to I*N]uiw tr{*ﬂtnwnl 5,036
Number of children offered treatment ... ... ... ... 4,451
Number of children treated ... ... ... ... ... ... 2.280
Number of attendances ... ... v i ser ses wes 3,500
Number of extractions:
LEMDOTHEY TaBIN....  scsse (et Dalley s einaiif . et 2,150
Permanent twrh 234
Number of general ﬂllm“:’rhthnf' (H

Number of fillings:
Temporary teeth 109

Permanent teeth 2.TH8
Number of ofher treatments:

Temporary teeth 42

Permanent teeth atnr A el S e, © e AP R DR 188

The arrangements for Consultative Clinies econtinued to
operate in the same way as last year with the following results:
Eye Clinie

416 children were examined, spectacles were preseribed in
215 cases and T understand spectacles were obtained in 242
CiRes,

16



Ear, Nose and Throat Clinic

62 children made 87 attendances at the Monthly Clinie and
21 were referred for operative treatment,
Orthopaedie Clinie

71 children attended the 11 sessions on 118 oceasions. 23
were referred for treatment.
Paediatric Clinic

22 children made 29 attendances at 7 sessions.

In addition, 13 children from this Division were seen at the
special Cardiac Centre at Harrogate General Hospital.
speech Therapy Clinie

37 children received treatmen; at 140 sessions,
Physically Handicapped Children

Our records show that the following numbers of children
from this area are in attendance at Residentinl Schools,

Type of School Number
Educationally Sub-normal ... ... ... 10
Blind 6
NSl T naie)c ) g diE L X U 2
I B R e i e e B e e !
Delicate 1
Orthopaedic D
Epileptic P

It has occurred to me recently that the provisions of the
Education Act of 1944 in regard to Handieapped Children should
be more widely known. I have in mind particularly the
opportunity presenced to parents or Doctors concerned with
a Handicapped Child to eall upon the Eduecation Authority as
soon as the child has reached the age of 2 years to arrange for
a special medical examination with a view to deciding if special
educational facilities are indicated. This does not mean that
the child will be sent away from home immediately but such a
consultation often allays parental apprehension with regard to
a child’s future. On several occasions one has found such
parents under great distress because they were unaware that
provision for their children can be made out of Public Funds.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

Clinie Facilities. In order to provide Clinie facilities in
the villages of Scholes and Bramham and also on the new
Swarcliffe Estate built by the Leeds Corporation in the Parish
of Barwick-in-Elmet, arrangements were made for the Mobile
(linie to spend a one hour session fortnightly in each place.
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This means that the Mobile Unit visiting this area for three
days per fortnight now operates at nine points, This service
is additional to the ten regular sessions which still continue to
be held in permanent buildings in the Division. Details of
these Clinic sessions will be found in extensio elsewhere in the
report,

The total attendance at permanent Clinies in the Division
was 1,080 children who attended on 6,876 occasions, and 103
expectant mothers who attended on 379 occasions. 29 mothers
attended for Post-Natal Examination,

The Mobhile Clinic was aitended on 1,492 occasions for Infant
Welfare purposes, and 36 attendances were made by 10
Expectant Mothers for Ante-Natal Care.

Distribution of Welfare Foods. The Department continued
responsibility for the sale of Welfare Foods in the Division
throughout the year., New Centres were opened at Collingham,
Cowthorpe, Little Ribston, Long Marston, and Stution by
courtesy of Mesdames Wrigglesworth, Haddock, Moorhouse,
Newton, and Wilson respectively.  All these ladies volunteered
to sell the foods in the villages concerned without payment.

The Volunteer Centres formerly held in Ledsham and
Scholes have now been closed and are now served by the Mobile
Clinic on its fortnightly visit. In total, 13,992 tins of National
Dried Milk, 24,779 bottles of Orange Juice, 4,591 bottles of Cod
Liver Oil and 1,431 packets of Vitamin Tablets were sold in the
area during the course of the year. This is a slight decrease
in the sale of Dried Milk but represents an increased issue of
the other products,

Health Visiting. The statistics covering the work of the
Health Visitors in the Division during the year under
consideration are as follows :—

NHumber
of
children
under
5 years Children  Children
of age Expectant Children under age age 2 Tuber.
visited Mothers 1 year of age and bt culous
during First Total First Total under under House- Other
year Visit Yisits Visit Visits 2 years b years  hold Cases

(1) (2F  AS). . L€)  w) A6y L) . SN, AR
2,001 195 518 696 8812 1815 3020 T 5,006

As a resul; of a Policy decigion of the West Riding County
Couneil Health Committee every effort was made to increase the
co-operation between Private Practitioners and Health Visitors
working in the area. As an initial step the County Council
authorised the installation of telephones in the homes of Health
Visitors, Information with regard to the Health Visitors
whereabouts was supplied to every Practitioner working in the
area and an offer was made to arrange a formal meeting hetween
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the Health Visitor for the district and any Doctor working in
the area who had not previously had an opportunity of meeting
her. In the event no requests for such meetings were received
but it would appear that a closer relationship between Practi-
tioners and Health Visitors has been brounght about. The
Health VYisitors here are undertaking extended duties in
accordance with the desire of the Ministry of Health, The
work in respect of Expectant and Nursing Mothers, Infants and
Toddlers and School Children, by virtue of the office of School
Nurse, continues as it did prior to the National Health Service
Act. As a result of our liaison with Hospitals and the
responsibility we have for the administration of the Home Help
Service, Health Visitors are being brought more and more into
touch with the needs of the adult and aged population.

MATERNITY HOME ACCOMMODATION

The following table gives an indication of the place of
confinement of mothers normally resident here who bore children

during 1955 :—
1st Ind ist Ind 1st Ind
Half Half Half Half Half Half

1053 1953 1954 1954 1955 1955

Hazlewood ... e aaek SHENG T —
York Maternity Hmmtﬂla 13 32 82 27 30 47
Harrogate General HD&DItE’Ll 41 ™ bHT 595 89 60
Wakefield Hospitals ... ... — g4 22 27 20 22
SRRl ™ .. i v e _— — — - 5
Leeds Hospitals ... 32 45 382 35 46 338
Otley General Ilu-‘lnml 1 2 — —_— = 1
St. Winifred’s, Ilkley ... ... — 1 — = —_—
Other Hospitals ... ... ... _ — =— - 2 3
Private Nursing Hnnws a3 b 44 ol 45 1 42
Home Confinements ... ... 114 152 140 141 151 152

The purpose of inserting this Table in the Report is to give
members of the District Council an opportunity of assessing the
results of the closure of Hazlewood Castle Maternity Home,
In my view the remarkable feature iz that Home Confinements
should be maintained so nearly to a figure of 50% above the
experience at the time Hazlewood was still operating. Onee
again it demonstrates the distance patients have to go to reach
Maternity Home Accommodation from this area.

Domiciliary Midwifery

16 Domiciliary Nurses carried out Midwifery duties during
the course of the year. One of these ladies died in the service,
one resigned on reaching retirement age, and one worked for
three months as a locum, The following Table gives details of
the Midwifery work carried out ;:—
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NUMBER OF DELIVERIES ATTENDED BY MIDWIVES IN
THE AREA DURING THE YEAR—DOMICILIARY CASES

Doctor not booked Doctor booked
Doctor Doctor not Dootor  Doctor not
present at present at present at  present at
delivery delivery delivery delivery Totals
Midwives employed by
the Authority 4 o7 o 131 207
Midwives in Private
Practice (including
Midwives employed
in Nursing Home) - i} D S— i

Total -+ 08 70 131 S03

Number of cases delivered in Institutions but attended by
domiciliary midwives on discharge from Institutions

before the fourteenth day ... 5
Breast Feeding
Number of domiciliary cases in which the infant was wholly
breast fed at the fourteenth day S e e EREBG N B
Statutory Notices received from Midwives
1. Degsth of () - Mother o vosrese i AR R BSSE R0 =
B B v e e R D e e e |
2. Stillbirths 4
3. Substitution of Artificlal Feeding ... ... ... ... ... 20
4, Liability to be a source of infection ... ... ... ... ... o
. Medical Aids issued because of complications arising
in/during:
(a) Pregnancy 1
(b) Labour T R TR SRR T S R - e e L ] L]
o) RS T H a Rt B F e s A STHIROstn T ik al LTINS
5 et &1 (Rl B 0 1 7 B B Ml Sl B e T . P 1

Once again an increased number of mothers availed them-
selves of facilities for receiving Gas and Air Analgesia. 1606
mothers were concerned and represents 55% of mothers having
babies at home,

Pethedine was administered on 70 occasions under
preseription by the Private Practitioner in charge of the case
and similarly 18 cases received Trilene.

Relaxation Exercises continue to be offered to patienis
attending the Ante-Natal Clinics,
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HOME NURSING SERVICE

The 16 ladies who were employed in the Home Nursing
Serviee during the year carried out the work indicated in the
following Table :—

Humbiar of cases Humber of visita
attended by paid by

Home Nurses Home Murses

during the year during the year
(1) Medical 783 17,342
(2) Surgical 891 612
(3) Infectious Diseases ... ... 1 T
(4) Tuberculosis 21 oo
(5) Maternal complications ... 4 21
Totals 1,201 24 034

I'atients included in above who
were aged G5 or over at the
time of the first visit during
ERBETORT Tyese o] st bmil s 406 14,290

(‘hildren included in above who
were under 5 vears of age at
the t1ime of the first visit
during the year 68 454

Patients included in above who
have had more than 24 visits
during the year 16365 8.681

No less than 4,636 visits were made for the purpose of
giving injections of modern therapeutic agents prescribed by
Practitioners.

PREVENTION OF ILLNESS—CARE AND AFTER CARE
(i) Tuberculosis

Mrs. Askham is engaged entirely on Tuberculouns Health
Visiting and she gives whole-time service to Division 9 except
for the three sessions per fortnight when she is engaged in a
neighbouring Division. During the year she visited 1,735 times
in the course of her duties. The Chest Physicians tell me that
41 children known to be contacts of patients with Tuberculosis
received vaccination against the disease.

Under the County Council Scheme for providing extra
nourishment in (he form of a daily milk supply 56 patients were
granted authority to receive such supplies. In consequence of
4 high rate of positive re-actors to the Tuberculin Test in one
of the Schools in the area a special visit by the Miniature Mass
Radiography Unit was arranged. Offers to carry out chest
X-rays were made to every child in the School, every member of
the teaching and domestie staff and to members of the public in
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che village from which the majority of the children came. Out
of 536 people examined one inactive case of Tuberculosis was
discovered.  From the point of view of discovering the cause of
the high positive test rate the visit can be regarded as having
heen a failure.

During 1955 it was possible to have a complete year’'s
experience of the Scheme to offer vaccination against
Tuberculosis to older school children, It is our practice to visit
each School attended by Senior Scholars three times per year
in order to vaccinate children between the ages of 131 and 14
yvears as nearly as possible to the fourteenth birthday. Invita-
tions were issued to 3589 parents and 271 consents were returned,
In the event 245 children were tested to ascertain the need for
vacceination, 100 were positive and 140 negative, and of the
negative re-actors 140 were vaccinated. In every case the
vaceination was suceesstul, Towards the end of the year it
wias decided to omit the post-vaceinal test at 6/8 weeks after
vaceination in favour of a post-vaceinal test one year after
vaccination. 30 of these * year later ™ tests were carried out
and in all except one case the immunity persisted. The one
negative case referred to was no longer available for
re-vaccination, We regard these results as satisfactory.

If parents realise the object of vaccination against
Tuberculosis is to protect children from uncontrolled infection
with the disease in the years immediately following entry into
employment it might be that the consent rate to vaceination will
he increased even higher than the 663% which we are
experiencing at the moment.

(ii) MENTAL HEALTH SOCIAL WORK

Miss Glover, the Mental Health Social Worker, had 77 eases
under supervision at the end of the year. She also continued
occupational therapy as far as lay within her power until Miss
Bell joined the Staff in the latter part of December.

(iii) DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION

The Scheme for Diphtheria Immunisation continued along
the same lines as in previous years, it being found that the best
method of propaganda in a Rural Area such as this is through
the efforts of Private Practitioners and Health Visitors, The
return submitted to the Ministry in respect of 1955 reads as
follows :—

Age at 31-12-55 Under 1 1-4 5.9 10-14 Under 15
i.e. Born in Year 1055 1964-1961 1950-1956 1945-1841 Tatal

Last complete course

of injeetions (whether

primary or booster)

A 1953-1965 ... ... P2 1513 2,60 1,715 65,011
B. 1950 or earlier ... — — 753 1,222 1.975



It would appear that only about 60% of children below
School age are being immunised, The immunisation carried out
at all sources during 1955 are shown in the following Table :—

AGE AT FINAL INJECTION
Under 1. 1. 2. 3. 4, 51to9 10 to 14. Total

1. Number of children

who completed a full

course of primary

immunisation (ine.

temporary residents) 04 260 64 18 12 122 31 GOl
2. Total number of

children who were

given a secondary or

re-inforcing injection

(i.e., subsequent to

complete full course) 6 475 107 S8

(iv) WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATION

From records in possession of the Department, 374 children
were vaccinated against Whooping Congh during 1955, and
there appear to be 1,270 children in the area who have heen
vaccinated to date, No case has yet come to my notice of a
child coniracting Whooping Cough subsequent to vaccination.
Where requested the Medieal Officer of Health is prepared to
arrange for any suspected case to be subjected to bacteriological
examination as a confirmatory measure, This offer was
accepted on one occasion last year with negative results, It
is our impression that mothers are prepared to subject children
to vaceination against Whooping Cough much more readily than
to immunisation against Diphtheria. The solution to this
difficulty undoubtedly appears to be the use of a combined
antigen and the particular hazards of a Rural area incline one
to favour the incorporation of anti-tetanus protection at the
same time,

(v) VACCINATION AGAINST SMALLPOX

The following number of persons were vaccinated against
Smallpox :(—

Age at Date of Yaccination Under 1 1 2tod 5to1d 15orover Total
Number Vaccinated ... 217 151 31 44 20 465
Number Re-vaceinated —— —_ 3 14 62 79

These figures represent less than 25% of children under the
age of 2 years being vaccinated against Smallpox.

23



HOMIE HELFP SERVICE

The Howme Help Service continues to be widely used in the
Division, and towards the end of the year we found curselves
called upon to stop service in-excess of the establishment at our
disposal, The following number of cases received service ;—

1. Maternity (including expectant mothers) ... ... ... i1
2. Tuberculosis 1
&. Chronic¢ sick, including aged and infirm ... ... ... o3
4 AHHErE 00 s B N DS W G s s S

172

These cases received 36,478 hours’ service,

In order to be fair to everyone it was decided to approach
those cases with family resources which apparently could help
themselves to do so. By these means we ended the financial
year within the budget provision at our disposal. :

WELFARE OF THE AGED

The Divisional Medical Officer continued as Secretary of
the Wetherby Old Peoples' Executive Committee throughout the
yvear and also continued to serve as a member on the
corresponding Committee in Tadcaster. It is gratifying to be
able to report that interest in provision for the Over 60's
continues to expand, In each Rural Distriet in the Division
new Darby and Joan Clubs were formed with consequential
provigion for the care of the aged in their own homes,

I find it particularly pleasing to hear of the welcome given
to members of the Nursing Staff by Parizh organisations to join
in the work of caring for the aged throughout the dis rict
This welcome is extended to both Health Visitors and District
Nurse/Midwives and I am sure my Staff are able to make a
worithwhile contribution as a result of their intimate knowledge
of the needs of the old folks they meet in their daily work.

CARE OF CHILDREN NEGLECTED ¢R ILL TREATED IN
THEIR OWN HOMES

The Divisional Committee consisting of Oflicers having an
interest in the eare of children in their own homes continued to
meet every other month throughout the yvear. Some of the
cases which came up for consideration as Problem Families
present great diflienlties in solution.  There is no short eut to
making such people acceptable eitizens but by dint of
co-ordinating efforts made on tTheir behalf. The long term
results of this Committee’s deliberations prove to he worthwhile.
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WETHERBY RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
ENGINEER, SURVEYOR AND CHIEF SANITARY OFFICER
FOR THE YEAR 1955

Couneil Offices,
WETHERBY.

July, 1956,
To the Rural Distriet Council of Wetherby :

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have (o submit for your information and consideration my
tenth annual report as your Engineer, Surveyor and Chief
sanitary Inspector. The year 1955 was a period of considerable
activity in the department, particularly in relation to unfit
houses.

During the year 1 held the office of Chairman of the General
Council of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Association, and I desire to
express my appreciation to the Council for permission given to
me to accept this office.

The work which has been achieved during the year counld
only have been done by the ready help and assistance of many,
inclnding the Chairman and members of the Council, the stafl of
my department, and the other officers of the Council and of the
various public authorities with which the work of the depariment
and the other officers of the Council and of the varions public
authorities with which the work of the department is associated.
To all these, and especially to my staff, I record my thanlks.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your Obedient Servant,

JOHN MARRIOTT,
Chartered Municipal Engineer,
M.Inst.Mun.E., AM.P.T.1.,
M.Inst.P.CC., M.R.San.I.. F.S.1.A..
ENGINEER & SURVEYOR ANDD
CHIEF SANITARY OFFICER,
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I. GENERAL

a. General Statisties

The completion of the Housing Survey and the submission
of the corrected report in April, 1955, has enabled accurate
statistics of the distrier to be compiled. Adjustment of these
statisties to take into account the progress during the year is
recorded in the following table, which gives the position at the
end of 1955.

Mo, of Per Cent. Incraase

Houses of Total 1955
Water from public main v wue KA 97.5 148
Piped water supply (including pri-
vate sources) ... ... ... ... 6676 09.4 152
Connected to public sewers ... ... 5885 886 128
Satisfactory drainage to publie
sewers  or  private  sewage
disposal schemes ... ... ... 6517 07.4 144
Warer cloSell ... wic o eee peser . aws  GAOG 91.5 263
FAEER: CloBetd  canll cidl anns ene  awss L OVGW 8.5 90 dee,
P e e e e o SRS A P S 7 0.0 67
Hot water supply ... ... ... ... bb73 820 05

b. Legislation

The Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and the Food Hygiene
Regulations, 1955, have been enacted and come into operation on
the 1st January, 1956,

¢. Staff and Organisation

The year has seen a number of changes in the stafl, Mr, 1"
Telford, Assistant Sanitary Inspector, was appointed to the post
of Additional Sanitary Inspector to the Chapel-en-le-Frith Rural
Diistriet Council, and he was succeeded by Mr. Arthur Holt,
previously Additional Sanitary Inspector to the Rochdale
Municipal Borough. Mr. T. H. Whitehouse, Draughtsman/Clerk,
secured an appointment as Engineering Assistant with the
Haltemprice Urban District Council, and he was suceeeded by
the promotion of Mr. CC. B. Betts to his position, Mr. Betts was
succeeeded by Mr. G. Timms as General Clerk. Miss M. Portway
obiained an appointment with a commercial concern, and she was
suceeeded by Miss P, M. Currey by promotion from the Clerk’'s
Department. Notwithstanding these changes the department
has a happy and efficient team which has facilitated the success-
ful accomplishment of the considerable amount of work herein
recorded.
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d. Manual Workers

The establishment of the department is 37 workmen, and 306
workmen have been employed by the department. I have again
to record that because of the unattractive nature of the work and
the availability of alternative and more attractive employment it
is increasingly difficult to replace workmen leaving the service of
the Council.

The records of sickness for the year ending 31st March, 1956,
show that 643 man-days were lost due to illness (including 87
days due to injury at work), compared with 451 man-days in the
previous year; this gives an average of 18 days per man
employed. 11 men had no absence due to illness, T men were
away for more than 30 days, and the longest total period of
absence was 117 days (this includes 64 days due to injury at
work).

II. TOWN PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL

a. General

The year has seen an inerease in the number of planning and
bye-law applications, although towards the year end there was
a4 reduction in the number of new house proposals being
submitted. The demand for sites for houses continues,
particularly in the more central and urbanised parishes, and
although a reasonable allocation of land for housing sites has
been made in certain parishes, the position in the township of
Wetherby is still somewhat diffienlt.

b. Control of Building and Development
The following gives details of applications received and
dealt with :(—
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Public Health

Change Act and

Construction of use Advis. Byslaws

Brought forward from 1954 3 2 - - 1
Received 1955 o fn ot Bl S SEEEN = 11 309
203 10 1% 440}

Approved B e Tt d PN 4 — 326
Conditionally Approved sl I Tip o = 2
Temporary Buildings ... ... 15 — - Ho
e IER s v ana Wi isipn i 5 44 - 1 —
Withdrawnm ... oo eer i 1 — 1 1
285 0 10 304

Outstanding 31/12/556 ... ... 8 1 1 6
203 10 11 400
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5 enforcement notices were served under the Town and
Country Planning Act, 1947, and one of these was outstanding at
the yvear end ; 8 enforcement cases were complied with during the
year. The Council instituted a prosecution in one case in
relation to the unauthorised use of land for the siting of a
maobile shop. The court imposed a penalty of £5 on the owner,

¢. Industrial Area, Wetherbhy

Although considerable work by the appropriate Committee
has taken place in respect of this proposal, there has been no
substantial progress made during the year towards the acquisi-
tion and development of either of the sites under consideration,
The continued delay in this respect has resulted in the loss to the
town of a nmunber of desirable industrial concerns,

d. Vehicle Park, Wetherby

The year has seen the completion of the Publie Conveniences
on the Hallfield Car Park art a cost of £1,461 11s, Od.

II1. HOUSING

a. Housing Progress

There has been a general s=lowing down of new house
construction and at the year end the Couneil had to give serions
consideration to the effect on housing programmes of the
reduction of subsidies., Your Council decided that for the year
1956 the Council’s housing programme should consist of 20 houses
for general needs and 98 houses for re-housing tenants of slum
properties,

The burden of housing costs is very considerable indeed, and
there appears to be little likelihood of a reduction of building
costs in the foreseeable future, The rate contribution for housing
in the yvear ending 31st March, 1956, involved the levying of a
rate of 16 pence, The capital assets of the Council at the year
end were £1,831,680 in respect of 1,539 houses (of which 35 had
been sold to tenants),

Analysis of all houses in the district reveals 3,447 houses,
or 52 per cent., have heen erected since 1918, The following
table shows the progress which has beep made in the provision
of honses =ince 1945,
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Private New Houses—Traditional ...

do. —I'refabricated
Clonversions

Counecil New Houses—Traditional ...

do. —Prefabricated
Conversions

Demolished or (losed ...

Under construction at year end :—
Private, all types ...
Couneil, all types ...

End End End
1953 1954 1955
150 260 348
2 = =
123 161 1585
279 423 D0
363 486 abs
246 246 2446
a9 H9 DY
HEGS T =73
Total 943 1214 1408
T0Ms 123 147
K43 10091 1261
04 T 67
160 121 105
204 196 172

Statisties of housing work for the year ending 31st December,

1955, is given in table 5.
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b. Existing Houses

In accordance with the requirements of the Housing Repairs
and Rents Aect, 1954, your Council in August submitted to the
Minister its proposals for dealing with unfit houses in the area.
The Council accepted the recommendations provisionally
submitted in my housing report dated the 30th April, 1955, A
summary of the conditions of houses debated in that report is
given in table 6. From this it will be seen that there were 389
houses regarded as being unfit for human habitation, together
with 16 derelict houses, making a total of 405 houses in respect
of which action is necessary, These numbers included, however,
28 houses in respec| of which action under the Housing Acts had
already commenced, The Council decided that, before proceeding
to institute action under the Houzing Aect, a spec’al sub-committee
of the Council would inspect these houses ; starting in September
a very considerable amount of this work has been carried out by
your commitiee, and at the year end the work was approaching
completion,

A certain amount of progress has been made in conneetion
with the unsatisfactory honses as follows :—

Houses removed from the list or action deferred—S=8.

Houses added to the list from the border-line cases elassified
under “ major defects "—13.

Houses in respect of which action for repair is to be
institmted—>,

Houses in respect of which improvement grant schemes have
been submitted—13 (works completed, 2).

Houses which have been reconditioned sinee the date of the
SuUrvey—=m=,

=,
Houses demolished—12,

Houses closed

This leaves a balance of 361 houses awaiting action at the
vear end. From the interest of the Council in this matter and
the encouragement given to owners to recondition all suitable
houses, it is obvious that a large proportion of these unfit houses
will be made into satisfactory dwellings, Preliminary discussions
with owners has indicated that during the ensuing year a large
number of applications for improvement grants will be made ; it
is the concern of the Council that such schemes shall result in
the rehabilitation to a high standard of the houses which would
otherwise have to be demolished.

During the year it has been possible to recondition 80 houses ;
41 with the aid of improvement grants and 39 by informal action.
In addition 291 houses have been repaired as the result of
informal or statutory action under the Publie Health Aets, At
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the year end 35 houses were in process of being reconditioned
under the provisions of the ITmprovement Grant Scheme, 5 houses
were in course of construction as a result of conversions under
the same scheme, and 15 houses were in course of reconditioning
without grant. At the end of the report Appendix B gives detail
of housing work in the tabular form required by the Housing
(Consolidation) Regulations, 1925,

The work of repair to private houses becomes increasingly
difficult because of the difficulty which owners of such houses
find in raising funds to carry out essential maintenance works.
Many owners of rent restricted houses have no resources on
which to draw to maintain their houses to anything like the
standard current before the war, and as the houses grow older
they require more structural repair and replacement of equip-
ment. Many rent controlled houses are today let at a rent of only
40 per cent. above the rent payable in 1914 despite the fact that
present day maintenance costs are nearly 400 per cent. greater,
[Tntil this problem is realistically solved by the Government the
work of repair and reconditioning of houses must necessarily bhe
restricted.

¢. Improvement Grants

Table No. o gives details of the improvement grant applications
received to date from the inception of the scheme, These applica-
tions total 85, During the year 41 houses were reconditioned or
converted with the aid of grants, and at the year end 35 houses
were in course of reconditioning or eonversion. The average
grant allocated is £297. The average cost of the works being :
repairs £202, improvements £678, total £880. The total expendi-
ture involved in the application is £74.930 (of which £18.036
relates to work not eligible for grant), and the total grant
promized £25,38(0),

IV. DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

a. Drainage and Sanitary Conveniences

P'rogress is now being made towards the completion of the
major sewerage programme and 22 connections of existing
properties to the sewers has been made. 170 new houses have
heen connected to the public sewers and 6 new houses have been
drained to septic tanks., 16 new septic tanks have been installed
to premises which previously had unsatisfactory drainage direct
to ditches, streams and land, There are now only 206 houses in
your district withou; drainage suitable for the installation of
water carriage sanitation, 632 houses drain to modern and
satisfactory septic tanks or private sewage disposal works. The
halance are connected to public sewers, A= a result of informal
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notices, statutory notices, housing action in relation to unfit
houses, and the completion of new sewerage schemes, a further
100 houses should be provided with satisfactory drainage within
the very near future,

b. Sanitary Conveniences

During the year your Council decided to carry into effect a
programme for the conversion of all earth ¢lozets to water closets,
which could be secured as the result of statutory action, and loan
sanction has been received for the scheme to cover the Council's
financial contribution to this work, At the year end there were
245 earth closets serving property which is not connected to the
public sewers and 322 houses which were capable of conversion
under statutory action, making a total of 567 earth closets in the
distriet. Of these, statutory notices in respect of 39 conveniences
and a further 176 cases are being dealt with in connection with
unfit houses, making a total of 349 houses in respect of which
action has been commenced.

On the completion of the sewerage schemes at North Rigton
and Kearby it will be possible to issue a further 22 statutory
notices.

During the year 103 conveniences have been converted to
water closets (90 serving houses and including improvement
grants)., The total grants paid by the Council during the year
amount to £267 in respect of 20 conversions at a cost of £13 7s. 1d.
per convenience, Rapid aceeleration of progress under this
heading is envisaged during the next 12 months.

e. Sewerage and Sewage Disposal—Existing

All the new sewage disposal works are working efficiently,
although a number of operational problems still exist; mainly
the use of detergents and the amount of infiltration water
affecting the Crimple Beck Works, septic sewage from the
pumping mains and difficulties of filtration at Long Marston
sSewage Works,

At Wetherby Works the replacement of filter media and
overhaul of the two perculating filters has heen completed,

Works which have come into Council operation during the
yvear are the Royal Ordnance Factory Works at Thorp Arch and
Netherby Works, serving Kearby, Harewood and Kirkby
Overblow. In order to adequately deal with the maintenance of
these and the outlving works your Council decided to provide a
motor van and mobile erew for the maintenance of the works.
This scheme is working efliciently and economically and the
improved means for transport of men and equipment has
materially assisted in this connection,
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The public sewers throughout the district have been
inspected regularly and apart from the defective sewer at
Wetherby no serious dithiculty has arisen. The trunk sewer at
Wetherby, which was being dealt with at the end of 1954, was
cleared during the early part of 1955, The sewer was found to
have completely collapsed (due to subsidence) and the remedial
costs were in the region of £1.600. 64 blocked sewers and 6
defective sewers have been dealt with during the year.

d. Sewerage and Sewage Disposal—Post-war Schemes

As already indicated the Harewood section of the Western
Area scheme has been completed except for a number of minor
connections of properties to the sewer, and it is a matter of regret
that due to difliculties with the contractors the Weeton/Rigton
Section is not yet available for use. In connection with Thorp
Arch Scheme the R.OF, Sewage Works have now been taken into
the direct management of the Council, although work on the
Thorner and Thorp Arch Section has not yet been completed.
Your Council decided to press the Minister for the inelusion of
Walton and Wighill into the Thorp Arch Scheme, but the
Minister decided that this matter must be deferred for a longer
period. He did, however, agree to the construetion of a branch
sewer at Kearby to serve the Chapel Hill, Clapgate area,

At Alwoodley Gates the problem of the old cottages draining
into the stream has not yet been resolved, bui this has heen
complicated by the fact that the adjacent housing estate owned
by the Lascelles Estates Lid. has been the subject of a planning
application for increase of density. As result of this Leeds
Corporation state that they are unable for some years to deal
with inereased sewage from this area. and at the year end
investigations were being made to ascertain whether it is
practicable to drain this area to the Wetherby (and Thorp Arch)
Works.

e. Private Enterprise Sewers.

Two private enterprise sewers constructed at the cost of the
developer have been provided at Boston Spa for 14 houses and at
East Keswick for 5 houses, In addition sewer extension has been
carried out at Scarcroft to drain 7 existing houses into the sewer.
A similar sewer extension at Scarcroft has been ecarried out to
facilitate the drainage of 2 existing houses into the Council’s
sewer,

f. Financial Statement, year ending 31st March, 1955

The total cost of service was £18,044, the income was £1.703,
The rate levied for the provision of sewerage and sewage disposal
facilities is 2417 pence. Loan charges amount to £11.777.
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The capital assets of the Council at cost in respect of
sewerage amount to £325,202,

V. WATER SUPPLY

a. Private Supplies

The policy of examining all private water supplies each year
has been continued and 161 samples of water have been submitted
for bacteriological analysis—of this 16 were of doubtful purity
and 33 of unsatisfactory purity. Again a considerable amount of
work has been carried out in the improvement and/or abolition
of existing unsatisfactory supplies, Ip all 36 houses have been
connected to public supplies during the year and private supplies
to 16 houses have been improved, At the year end only 193 houses
still obtain water from private wells and boreholes and of this
number only 47 are without a piped water supply. Action in
respect of 38 of these houses has been commenced (18 informally,
1 by statutory notice, and 19 by action in respect of unfit houses),
A large boarding school and group of 6 houses at Sicklinghall
were connected to the public supply during the year. Kirkby
Overblow (Swindon Lane) Council Houses were connected to the
publie supply at a cost of £375.

bh. Publie Supplies—General

The accompanying tables give full details of public water
supplies in the district. The routine analysis of all public
supplies at 14-day intervals has continued and 153 samples were
collected for bacteriological analysis; of this number one was of
doubtful purity and 2 were unsatisfactory. 10 samples were
submitted for chemical and mineralogical analysis with satis-
factory results.
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¢. Public Supplies—Wetherhby R.D.C,

(i) General

This year has again been one of routine development,
although future development of the supply was under active
consideration,

(ii) Water Production and Consumption

The Council supply directly over 18,000 people with water
and all the parishes in the Rural District with the exception of
Kirkby Overblow, Weeton and Harewood, which are in the
statutory supply area of adjoining Borough Controls,

There has been an increase in total consnmption during the
vear of 14,000,000 gallons, but this can be largely accounted for
by the increased consumpfion for agricultural purposes which
oceurred during the drought of 1955, It is worthy of note that
with almost exactly the same quantity of water as was supplied
in 1950, 722 additional houses and 241 additional meter
consumers are being supplied. The quantity of water purchased
has dropped from 105,000,000 gallons for the year ending 31st
March, 1951, to 61,000,000 gallons for the year ending 31st
March, 1956, In the same period the yvield of the boreholes has
increased from 3,750 gallons per hour in 1951 to 6,596 gallons
per hour in 1956,

A conservative estimate of the minimum reserves of water
available caleulated on reduced yvield of boreholes as revealed
with extended pumping is approximately 100,000 gallons of water
per day. The distribution of this water, however, presents
problems, as a third of this gquantiiy is available only in the
eastern area of your district. It would be, in view of the policy
to eliminate earth closets as rapidly as possible, a further 25,000
gallons of water per day will be required within the next three
vears: in addition the desirability of reduecing to a minimum the
purchase of water from outside sources (particularly from the
R.O.F.) will probably result in an additional requirement of
60,000 gallons per day; thus the immediate needs are a further
55,000 gallons of water per day., Additional to this the Council
must budget for additional water required by new house
construction, and on the basis of an inerease of 100 houses per
year this would require a further 10,000 gallons per annum
increase. To this end the Council, therefore, have given very
careful consideration to the possibility of meeting this demand.
The policy action during the last six vears in reducing waste of
water has now reached a point where the hidden reserve of water
represented by avoidable waste is no longer available (exeept at
very considerable inereased cost), 1 eannot, therefore, anticipate
a substantial further reduction in quantity of water supplied per
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head of population served. Discussions have taken place during
the year with Geological Survey (Water Department) relative
to this problem, and your Council at the year end had decided to
proceed with the sinking of a borehole in the parish of
Collingham with a view to providing an additional yield of water
estimated at 100,000 gallons per day in a location where this
could be distributed with advantage and so enable water avail-
able from other boreholes to be used to meet the needs of the
immediately adjacent area to such boreholes. An important
feature of the water distribution scheme is the limited size of the
water mains, and in consequence a number of places in the cen-
tral part of the district are affected by the reduction in pressure
caused by the friciional loss due to inadequate sized mains. The
provisions of a borehole in the Collingham/Wetherby area would
do much to eliminate this pressure loss and would reasonably
meet the needs of the distriet for the next 5 to 10 years. The
Geological Survey indicates that in the eastern area of your dis-
trict there are available good reserves of water, but these are
hard in character., Provided, therefore, the water could be
softened and produced economically the long-term development of
water supplies in your district would appear (o involve the taking
of additional supplies from the eastern area. This is a matter
which your Council will have to further consider during the
coming year.

(iii) Rainfall

The rainfall for the year under review in the Wetherby
Rural Distriet was 21.14 inches, which compares with the 35-year
average for vour district of 30.39 inches. The monthly distribu-
tion of this rainfall was patchy and was characterised by a very
dry winter and spring, a period when replacement supplies to
underground sources is necessary. [ am indebted to the
University of Leeds for so Kindly supplving me with detailed
rainfall statistics which are recorded at their weather station at
Bramham,

(iv) Development of Water Undertaking

The boreholes have continued to give very satisfactory
results.

(a) North Rigton

This scheme continues. to cause considerable anxiety
during the summer months, and again during the droughi
of 1955 there were periods when the reservoir was completely
empty, and the supply was only maintained under very consider-
able difficulties involving the hoosting of water by mobile pumps.
Negotiations with Harrogate Corporation for permission to instal
a booster pump of adequate eapacity on the gravity main were
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again continued, but as Harrogate are to undertake certain
water main extensions they are not yet in a position to give any
indication as to their attitude to such a scheme. 1t is hoped thatg
during the coming year a scheme will be prepared which can be
carried into effect very quickly., The consumers in North Rigton
have suffered very considerable inconvenience due to the many
interruprions of supply.

(h) Kirk Deighton

The Kirk Deighion area of your distrier has for very many
years been affected by low pressures and inconvenient supplies.
Remedial works have been carried out from time to time to over-
come the position with some measure of success, but the
permanent remedy appears to be a direct main from the pumping
stations at Stockeld to Kirk Deighton to overcome the pressure
loss involved in the supply via Wetherby, Such a main, together
with later scraping and c¢leaning of the existing main between
Wetherby and Kirk Deighton, will not only improve the supply
to Kirk Deighton, but would alse overcome some pressure
reduction problems in Wetherby, Accordingly a scheme for the
new main at an estimated cost of £2.500 was approved by your
Couneil and the Minister's decigion on thiz was being awalted at
the yvear end.

(e) Cowthorpe/Bickerton Area

Between Cowthorpe and Bickerton lies a waterless area
where the private supplies are known to be of guestionable
purity and/or of inadequate quantity., A =cheme ar an estimated
cost of £4,762 was approved by vour Council for an inter-linkage
of the main between Cowthorpe and Bickerton to supply this
area, and the Minister's decision was being awaited at the year
end,

Hardness of Water

A scheme as outlined last vear was prepared at an estimated
cost of £2,245 and submitted to the Minister for the installation
of water softening plant at Long Marston, but loan sanction was
refused by the Minister on the grounds that for economie reasons
any schemes must be deferred for the time being.

Hydrants and Valves

The work on the installation of hydrants angd valves
proceeded very slowly during the year due to the contractor heing
engaged on very important alternative works for the Couneil,
However, 15 hydrants and 6 valves were installed to complete the
scheme, An energetic endeavour to finalise this work will he
made during 1956,
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Water Main Extension

A considerable amount of work has been carried out to water
mains and the extension of water mains on private and Council
housing estates. Approximately 11 miles of 3in. water main has
been laid during the year for these purposes,

Defective Fittings

The following defects have oceurred and been remedied
during the year :—

Fractured Water Mains ... ... ... ... 34
Defective Communication Pipes renewed 96
Diefective Service Pipes ... ... . .o 112
Other Defective Fittings ... ... ... ... 189

The average cost of repair of communication pipes was
£11 8s. 5d. 940 taps have been re-washered at 691 premises.

Reconnections

There have heen 228 new connections compared with 295 last
vear. These include 63 Council houses, 49 new private houses, 16
existing houses, 3 farms and farmhouses, 24 cattle troughs and
11 miscellaneous supplies. In addition there have been 33 re-
connections involving the metering of the supply the work being
done at the Council’s cost, 69 building water supplies were given
by meter and 28 on a flat rate charge, 136 W.C.s, 67 baths and 95
hot water systems have been installed in existing honses.

Complaints

There was a total of 29 complaints received during the year
compared with 52 for the previous year. Of this number 11
related to failure of supply due to various causes, 5 in respect of
inadequate pressure of water and 9 in respect of dirty water.

Financial Details

Expenditure was £30,453, income £27.206, leaving a deficit
on Revenue Account for which a deficiency rate of 6.06d. was
levied on the general rate, Loan charges for the year were
£8,007. The capital assets for water supply of your Council now
stand at £135,065. The gross cost of water supplied per thousand
gallons was 34.5 pence and the average cost of production of
water at the pumping station was 114.

Publie Supplies—Leeds Corporation and Lascelles Estate

During the year there has been considerable developments
in respect of Harewood Water Supply. As indicated in my report
last vear Leeds Corporation announced that it would proceed
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with a supply to Harewood irrespective of whether the Council
made a guarantee of income for the scheme or not, and the Dun-
keswick section of the scheme has been completed. 12 houses at
Dunkeswick are now connected to this supply, ©On the 13th
December, 1955, the Minister of Housing and Local Government
held a publie local inquiry at Leeds into maiters relative to the
Harewood water supply on an application of Leeds Corporation
for an Order to supply water in the Harewood area. The Council
had also submitted an application for the Minister’'s consen,
under the Public Health Aect 1936, to supply water in
ihe Harewood area, and this inguiry investigated both
applications. Leeds scheme, at an estimated cost of £31,000,
proposed the laying of a large diameter main along the Leeds/
Harrogate Road from Alwoodley Gates to Harewood, a 4in.
diameter main from Harewood to the East Keswick boundary
and the inter-connection of the existing main system in Harewood
and Weardley. The Council opposed the Leeds scheme on the
grounds of unreasonable cost and that the scheme was of greater
magnitude than was required by the parish. At the inquiry
information was given for the first time that the proposals were
designed to form part of the ring main system designed to
improve the supply in other parts of the Corporation’s water
undertaking, particularly in the Wharfedale Rural Distriet.

The Council’s alternative scheme consisted of taking water
from the Bardsey Reservoir to the existing Harewood Reservoir
and eliminating the present local sources of supply of Lascelles
Estate, The estimated cost of this scheme was £8,517.

It is hoped that within a very short period the supply to
Harewood will be satisfactorily solved,

VI. PUBLIC CLEANSING, TRANSPORT AND SALVAGE

a. Development of Service

The service was maintained generally throughout the year
with a collection period of 14 days., The main problem continues
to be that of securing satisfactory and adequate labour
particularly during the summer months, when the workmen take
their annual holidays, it is impossible to obtain casual labour to
replace the men absent on leave., From May to October an
average of 3 men are absent per week and this ereates serious
difficulty in maintaining collections. The growth of the distriet
in number of colleetion points, the increase in number of dust-
hins and the steady increase in quantity of refuse has also
slowed down the general collection, and much to my dismay there
has been periods during the year when the refuse collection
period has been extended in certain parishes to more than the 14-
day period. The position has usually been rectified by varions
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means, including (immediately before and after Bank Holiday)
overtime working, but it is inevitable that at an early date your
Council will have to give further consideration to the problem
of maintaining collections, and it appears that the replacement
of the 12 cubic yard side loader with a larger capacity vehicle
must be an essential part of any improvemsn; of the collection
- service, A speeding up of the work of relimination of earth
closets will also do muech to assist, It is understandable that
workmen are reluctant to deal with the contents of earth closets,
although they may be willing to work on the collection and
emptying of dustbins, and one of the greatest difficulties in
employing workmen for collection purposes is this aversion to
dealing with earth closets,

b. Transport

The fleet of vehicles has been maintained to the satisfaction
of Transport and Depots Sub-Committee, During the year a
further Ford van was purchased to provide transport for the
mobile sewage disposal attendants,

¢. Refuse Disposal

The Council dispose of refuse at 7 refuse tips, with one site
held in reserve. At Spofforth the low lying land adjoining a
‘ounecil housing estate has been tipped to form an embankment
to afford access to the remainder of the housing site, and it is
proposed to continue tipping on this site in order to reclaim the
adjoining bog. Owing to the near proximity of houses there has
been a number of complaints, all of which I have personally dealt
with, and although on a number of ocecasions the complaints
would have appeared to be justified to a limited extent the
general complaints are not in relation to the method of tipping,
but to the presence of a refuse tip in the vicinity, In order to
meet the position the Committee have decided to accelerate on
this site by deploying to the site as much refuse as possible so
that the tipping face can be removed from the houses as quickly
as possible,

Summer refuse is becoming increasingly bulky and difficulr
to handle, and for the first time for very many years the old
problem of wind blown paper and debris has arizen. It is
inevitable that with the present trends of increased paper and
light material content in summer refuse that all tips must be
provided with proper screens to prevent nuisance during tipping.
The mechanical loading shovel is giving excellent service and
has enabled the cost of refuse disposal to be again maintained
within reasonable limits. It is diffienlt to imagine the problems
which would arise in the maintenance of tips under the present
labhour econditions without the service of this machine.
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d. Collection

The Public ('leansing Costing Returns for 1954 /55 as issued
by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government give an
average weight of 15.7 tons of refuse collected per 1,000 popula-
tion per day, and on this basis 6,358 tons of refuse was removed
by your Council from 5,730 premises, This represents a dailys
vield of refuse of 174 tons per day.

¢, Financial and General Statement

The total cost of the service for the year, including provision
of dustbins and cesspit emptying, is £14,418, of which sum £7,550
wis the cost of labour and £4.957 the cost of vehicles, Refuse
disposal cost £1,911,

PUBLIC CLEANSING

Cesspools and septic tanks emptied . .. L
Mileage of motor vehicles ... ... ... 42 362
Petrol used in gallons £.682
Premises visited ... ... ... ... ... 220,961
Bins emptied S AR A e g b )
Middens cleansed 2,044
Pail closets emptied ... ... ... ... 7.207
Loads removed to tip ... ... ... ... 2,248
Loads from cesspools ... ... ... ... 1,730

* These figures include collection of salvage,
Comparison of your Council’s costs with those of the
National Costing Returns are given helow :—

Publie Cleansing Costs
Large Urban Areas

(under 30,000 population) Wetherby R.D,
103738 1953/54 195455
Cost Per Cost Per Cost Per
Ton 1000 1000 Toar 1000 1000 Ton 1000 1000
Pop. Premiscs Pop. Premises Pop. Premises
ol leetion 146 £120 2207 .. FT £448 EM4TH ... 37)- £ 5050 £1340
Teposa) 61 £30 £150 ... 7/0 £50 £o0d . B/- £00) 217
TOTAL 207 £16E £6a6 ... 454 £524 L1677 ... 4&[- £650 £1567

f. Salvage

Financial details in respect of this service are as follows :—

Sales of SALNAGR ... .0 o o L ELRST
Expenditure, including salvage bonus £1,218
sarpins on year ... L Lo Ll £104

The collection of salvage must be regarded as an essential
part of refuse disposal. The disposal and sale with ultimate re-
utilisation of waste paper is not only of national economie value,
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but it also prevents very serious problems associated with its
disposal in refuse tips, There has been some difticulty with the
waste paper trade, but the period under review has appeared to
be one of a stabilised market, The salvage bonus scheme has
been of help in maintaining the interest of the workmen in this
important section of the work,

g. Dustbin Provision Scheme

During the year 421 dustbins were issued and 49 sold. 1t is
unfortunate that the cost of this service has been increased due
to the imposition of increased purchase tax on dustbins, Never-
theless the overall cost of £700 per the last and manual year is
remarkably small having regard to the benefits which are
obtained, particularly in facilitating refuse collection.

VII. ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES

The work of abatement of nuisances and the carrying out of
urgent repairs to property continues, Much of this work is of
course done informally and with the goodwill of owners. In only
exceptional cases has it been necessary to resort to statatory
action. The financial difficulties of owners, however, in respect
particularly of rent controlled property, has already been men-
tioned, and this has inevitably influenced the work under this
heading, Work done under Statutory Notice during the year is
given in the following table.

Statutory Notices

Out. out-
standing Issued Abated standing
Statute 31-12.54 1355 1955 311255
Bech: 80 Dralnage . ..o s e e 1 03 3 4
» 44 Provision of W.C. . o — 6 — ti
w Ab  Defective W.C. ... ... ... 1 1 2 —
» 47 W, C. Conversion T | 108 11 118
» 066 DBullding Byelaws ... ... 1 1 1 —_—
» 29 W.C. Provisions—Inns ... 1 1 1 1
OB BIHBRTORS. ool sk G aws 3 3 5
w Jos | Water Supply ... 0w 2 1 2 1
Housing Aet, 1936
I e | —— 2 1 1
e T S P P 32 10 2




VIII. SUPERVISION OF WORKPLACES
a. Factories Aet, 1937

The following is a summary of the work achieved under this
heading :(—

Defects
Type of Factory Registered Inspections Found — Remedied
Factories with power ... 1140 164 3 3
Factories without power T0 131 3 3
Other premises ... ... a0 160 1 1
230 455 T i

The defects which have been dealt with are: unsatisfactory
sanitary conveniences (2), insufficient sanitary conveniences (4),
and provision of fire escapes (1),

b. Shops Aect, 1950

Druring the year 7 premises were found to be unsatisfactory
under the provisions of the above-named Aect, and 6 defects were
remedied, leaving one outstanding at the vear end,

¢. Workplaces

The Government during the year commenced the first stage
of proposed legislation to deal with places of non-industrial
employment, and the Bill in respect of agriculture and forestry
iz likely to be placed on the Statute Book during the ensuing
vear.

IX. SUPERVISION OF FOOD—GENERAL

(a) This is probably the most important routine duty of the
department, and for this purpose regular inspection of food
establishments is being made. Conditions in the district are
good, but could be better, and with the new legislation which
takes effect on the 1st January, 1956, it is hoped that very great
progress will be possible in the ensuing years. During the year
11 defects in food establishments were dealy with informally.
The work of meat inspection has now become a routine duty of
the department, and this takes a considerable amount of time,
involving some overtime by the officers concerned. The manner
in which the work has been earried out has given me very great
satisfaction, and I must express my thanks to my colleagues, who
have done the principle amount of routine work under this
heading, The gquality of meat which is supplied in this distriet
is very good indeed and the butchers generally endeavour to
comply to the best of their ability with the regulations governing
the slanghter, handling and sale of meat. During the yvear there
was a4 ftendency to introduce slaughtering at week-ends
(particularly on Sundays), but fortunately by discussion this has
not eventuated,
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During the year a Government White Paper set out the
policy regarding the provision of slaughterhouses in England
and Wales,

This acknowledges that the long-term improvement of
slaughterhouses in England and Wales is necessary and that
slaughterhouses should conform to stundards which meet the
requirements of public health hygiene and satisfy the customer
that he will obtain clean meat. It is suggested that for a limited
period (subject to Town Planning requirements and to premises
conforming to certain standards) private traders should be free
to provide slaughterhouses of the design and size and in the
places that best suit the needs of the individual businesses. After
this period a measure of control should be re-imposed. The idea
of moderate concentration as was previously envisaged has been
abandoned on the grounds that such a reduction in number of
slaughterhouses would fail to pay due regard to the needs of the
trade and to the conditions of free marketing of livestock and
meat as have developed since decontrol, The Government
propose to prescribe statutory standards for slaughterhouses and
ensure that these standards are reached within the shortest
possible time, It is possible by these means that there will be a
reduction in slaughterhouses, but this will be achieved without
arbitrary decision from the centre. Generally, so far as your
district is concerned, the condition of the slaughterhouses and
the methods of slaughtering cannot be considered as being
unsatisfactory. Work of meat inspection is outlined in the
following table :—

POST-MORTEM EXAMINATION OF ANIMALS IN
SLAUGHTERHOUSES

Period 1st January, 1955, to 31st December, 1955
Carcases Inspected and Condemned

Cattle Sheep
exoluding and wt,
Cows Cows Calves Lambs Pigs (Ibs.)
Number killed e L i e Ll Y T 42 3094 14::9
Number inspected . 988 T 42 3004 1429
All diseases and conditions
except Tubereulosis
Whole carcases condemned ... — — — — 1 1640
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned ... ... 106 - — 72 33 talHTH

Percentage of the number in-

spected affected with disease

other than Tuberculosis ... 10.72 — —_ 2.532 2.57
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases condemned ... — — - — -
Carcases of which some part or

organ was condemned ... ... 3l 1 - — 28 1497
Percentage of the number in-

spected affected with Tuber-

BUNOBIE. oot wrei s it awe aee | G083 1428 — — 1.95

Total weight of meat condemned (Ibs.) 2523
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¢. Food Inspection

The following food was found to be unfit for consumption :(—

MHo. of Tins Weight

Assorted Tinned Foods

(blown, leaking and damaged) el | T3lbs. 11ozs.
Cooked Ham :

( decomposition ) £ 821bs. 2ozZs.
Pickles and Onions

(mould) 2 Sozs,
Full Cream, Evaporated and Carnation Milk

(blown and leaking) 5 G4 pints
d. Milk

T Bacteriological samples taken in 1955, all satisfactory.

4 of these were submitted for biological examination
(tuberculosis) and all were free from infection. One of the
samples was specifically taken to establish the presence or other-
wise of Brucella Abortus which was not found to be present,

In addition 11 samples of milk were taken from cows in the
same herd for biological tests for Brucella Abortus, all with
negative results,

28 Dealers and 16 Supplementary Licences 1o retail
designated milks were issued by the Council to 23 registered
retailers of milk, In the previous year 27 licences were issued
to 12 retailers.

e. Iee Cream

46 premises are now registered with the Couneil compared
with 41 last year, No ice cream is manufaciured in the distriet.
62 samples of ice cream were taken during the vear for
bacteriological grading, with the following results :(—

47 samples were placed in Provisional Grade 1 (75.80%)

11 samples were placed in Provisional Grade 2 (17.74%)

4 samples were placed in Provisional Grade 3 ( 6.45%)

There were no samples in Provisional Grade 4, and the 4
samples in Provisional Grade 3 were investigated and with co-
operation from the Chief Sanitary Inspectors in the districts of
their manufacture further samples proved =atisfactory.

All the ice eream now retailed in the districet from registered
premises is pre-packed at the place of manufacture and the
publi¢ are generally reluetant to purchase ice eream which is
sold loose, The maintenance of hygienic conditions is thus much
more certain, but the purpose of sampling by the department is to
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ensure that the retail storage and handling is such as to prevent
spoilation or contamination. It is unfortunate that the pre-
packing of ice cream conlributes materially to the nuisance
arising from litter, and how this is to be avoided without educa-
tion of those who purchase ice cream is very diflicult to envisage.
The problem of the itinerant vendor of ice eream continues, and
although several complaints have been received regarding this
matter the guality of the ice cream is diflicult to check owing to
the difficulty of obtaining analysis of the product as sold,

f. Publiec Houses

During the yvear a certain action has been commenced in
comnection with the hygienie eondition of publie houses, and four
schemes are now in process by Brewery Companies and owners
to improve the premises,

g. Fried Fish Shops

The general standard of the five fish shops is good, but in
two eases discussions are in process regarding improvements, and
in one case during the vear the premi=zes were completely re-
equipped.

h. Other Food Premises

The condition of food retailing premises is giving some
concern in a number of matiers. It has been possible, however,
to commence the work of improvement and four schemes were
carried out successfully. The improvements included :(—

Provision of washing facilities 4
Provision of sanitary aceommodation 2
Provision of drainage gl |
Improvement of unsatisfactory, walls eeiling and floors 2
Painting and cleansing =

i. Bakehouses

There are nine bakehouses in the distriet and one bakehouse
has been closed during the vear., Works in connection with one
hakehouse were suecessfully effected, but this matter will require
some arfention in ensning years under the new legislation.

j. Mobile Food Shops and Delivery Vans.

Much of my concern regarding hyvegienic handling of food
within yvour distriet is directed to the mehile shop and delivery
van, which is inereasing in numbers. For some time the
condition of the vans delivering bread and confectionery have
been under consideration and some improvement has been
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effected. The new Food Hygiene Regulations, however, should
bhe of material assistance in dealing with this problem,

k. Clean Food Byelaws

There were no contraventions of the Clean Food Byelaws
noted and this can be taken as an indication of the co-operation
of food handlers in the administration of the Byelaws,

X. MISCELLANEOUS

a. Camping and Moveable Dwellings

There are 256 week-end bungalows in your district, sited
mainly on 11 sites, which are the subject of annual Town
Planning permission. These sites are under constant supervision,
and I am glad to report that on only one site is any of the struc-
tures permanently occupied. This structure is now being
comsidered by the Public Health Committee for appropriate
action. At Kearby the five licensed sites have been provided
with publie sewers, and dizscussions were in process at the year
end with owners regarding the provision of satisfactory
communal sanitary conveniences, It is hoped that a standard
tvpe of site convenience can be designed which will be accepted
by each of the site owners, and by a comprehensive scheme some
saving in cost may be effected. The trend of the last few years
for a reduction in the number of week-end bungalows has
continued, but the increase in the use of trailer caravans is
creating a new problem ; that of the siting of caravans on varions
sites for comparatively lengthy periods without permission, The
Town Planning permitted use of 28 days is difficult to check, but
nevertheless during the yvear enforcement action under the Town
and Country Planning Act was taken in 4 cases. In 2 of these
cases the caravans were heing nsed for permanent ocenpation.

bh. Publie Conveniences

During the year the new public conveniences were
constructed at the Hallfield Car Park, Wetherby. The provision
of publie conveniences in your district, both public¢ and private,
has been satisfactory, and your Council have now provided
conveniences on three sites. One problem under this heading
which has been referred to me by several complainants is that of
the conveniences provided for special oceasional functions, such
as cricket matches, football matches, agricultural shows, garden
fetes, ete, This is a problem not easy of solution, but one about
which there is a good deal of publie concern. The income from
public conveniences during rhe vear amounted to £260 and the
expenditure was £503.
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¢. Petroleum Aet, 1928

Increase of work under this heading has continued and in the
area at the moment are 32 public filling stations and 26 private
storage installations,

d. Civil Defence

Very little work has been done under this heading during
the year, and it has been impossible to reeruit volunteers for the
various services for which I am concerned, and in particular the
rescue party.

e. Schools

All the schools in your district have now satisfactory water
carriage sanitation and piped water supplies, Only one school
{a boarding school) has a private water supply, but this is
reasonably satisfactory due to the effective chlorination of the
supply. Water has been laid on during the year to a large
residential school and the 6 associated staff cottages,

f. Dangerous Buildings

5 dangerous buildings were found during the year and
together with 7 from the previous year provided 12 which
required attention., Of these 10 have been abated, leaving only
2 outstanding ar the year end.

g. Land Charges

394 Land Charge Requisitions were again referred to me
for information and the work in this connection was considerable,

h. Rodent Control

The work under this heading has continued satisfactorily
and systematically and the rodent operative has done useful if
not ontstanding work. The following tables gives details of the
work achieved under this heading.



PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
Report for 12 months ended 31st March, 1956

Name of Loeal Authority : Wetherby., County: Yorkshire

All other
(including
Local Dwelling Business  Total of
Authority Houses  Premises) Cols. Agriculture

No. of properties ... 34 ... 6723 ... 560 ... V317 ... 400
Properties inspected :
(a) Notification AR e T | TR |
(b) Survey under Aet 34 ... 356 ... 62 ... 452 ... 43
(e) Or visited for

other purpose — ... 1020 ... 180 ... 1100 ... 135

Properties inspected :

(a) Rats (Major) ... 18 .. =i B Ro i e
[ B o ) S || TP - 1 [ oM % PR e I
(b) Miee (Major) ... 1 ... — .. 10 11 o =
(Minor) ... — ... (T ol 14 ... —

No. of infested
properties 24 ... BT ... 25 . J06... 016

Total treatments
carried out 24 ... B SRR iU il

No. of notices served
li]l[iEl' .'-T.El‘.ftiﬂll 4:

(a) Treatment ... ... — ... e - R
all informal nofices.

(h) Struetural Work — ... ol 3 5 3 ... —
(Cases in which default

was taken — ... Nil
Legal Proeceedings ... — ... Nil
No. of Bloek Control

sSchemes 6 ... I |,

i. Atmospherie Contamination

Records of atmospheric contamination in your distriet have
heen kept and forwarded to the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research. These indicate the extent to which your
distriet is affected by the smoke drift from nearby industrial
areas. The condition of the atmosphere over our larger cities is
now fully recognised as a serious menace to health, that it is the
cause of much wasteful expenditure on maintenance of
furnishings, clothing, and buildings, is responsible for dislocation
of traflic and commerce during fog and involves waste of fuel in
hoth domestic and industrial properties.,
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In a district of this type the influence of the domestie fire
with its low rate of efliciency is a serious problem. The last few
yvears has seen a tremendouns change in the design and efliciency
of domestic fuel appliances, which are now in the main capable
of burning harder coal and coke. Increased installation,
therefore, of modern smoke-reducing grates in domestic property
i= a valuable contribution, and legislation now before Parliament
proposes some incentive to owners to instal modern appliances,
All improvement schemes require the installation of new fire-
places to be selected from a list of approved appliances
formulated by the Coal Utilising Couneil. I append details of the
records obtained at the Council Offices, Wetherby, in comparison
with similar results recorded in Leeds and Harrogate,

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Average
Pollution
per day by
Sulphur in the Average
Tons of atmaosphere Smoke
Soot {m.g. per Concentration
1955 Rainfall per sq. P00 sg. c.m. (m.g. per 100
Month Inches mile 1 day) cu.m. day)
January ST R [l Tk o 122 o 2360
February ... ... 1b% ... g67 ... 067 .. 1600
BT ] G R 3 || (i 434 .. 110 ... 1400
Bl o omer we BB L T30 ... 0680 ... 10,00
May S TN R R [ 1) ST 7 (| IESORR )i
IRy il oaen s 1.7 ... 050 ... 030 ... T00
SR . e o UG8 . 1890 L 040 ... 500
REEl o e e AT ... 135G L. 030 ... TH
September ... ... 201 ... 740 ... 030 ... 10.00
Oetober LTV e | | B 960 ... 060 ... 1200
November ... ... 1.86 ... 987 ... 030 ... 17.00
December ... ... 304 ... 2040 ... 120 ... 18.00
Annual Totals:
WETHERBY ... 2114 ... 14012 ... 061 ... 1230
(28.76) ... (112.61) ... (0.82) ... (14.80)
HARROGATE ... 2420 ... 13462 ... 120 .. T.24
(Valley Gardens) (37.27) ... (95.49) ... (0.92) ... (7.50)
LEEDS o ek LD ... 2BESS ... 200 ... 0391

(Market Bldgs.) (30.61) ... (354.64) ... (2,76) ... (71.70)

(Figures in parenthesis relate to 1954)
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j. Disinfection and Disinfestation

Routine terminal disinfection is now only earried out on the
instruction of the Medical Officer of Health, This work is now
of small proportions compared with pre-war days. 4 cases of
dirty and verminous houses were dealt with during the year, but
assistance dealing with a wide range of infestation associated
with erickets, wasps, ants, cockroaches and woodworm was
provided.,

k. Contracts

These have included work on behalf or in default of owners
under statutory notices, water main extensions, public con-
veniences, housing estate roads, sewers and other work.

4 Contracts brought forward from 1954 ... £6,431
11 Contracts under tender during 1955 ... ... £8,435



APPENDIX A

Statement required by Article 27 of the Sanitary Officers
(Outside London) Regulations, 1935

Dutstanding Found Abated QOuistanding
Housing MNuisances 311254 1956 1955 31-12-56
Dirty and Verminous ... — 4 1 _—
State of Disrepair ... ... 76 134 520 90
Provision of Services 82 305 175 213

158 443 299 302

Nuisances—Drainage
i ) by S 3 93 94 2
15070 U o b AR UeE pee 10 Gl Gl 9
Bloeked —_ al a0 —
Defective sinks ... ... ... 10 S84 85 9
Light and Ventilation

(inadequate) 17 64 61 20
Overcrowding ... ... 1 1 1 1
Paving (madequﬂt{*;]}{*fj 10 71 61 20
Refuse Storage
Pail Closet Renewal ... ... 1 4 5] —
Middens aholished ... ... 16 115 41 90

Sanitary Conveniences

Defective 3 24 o —
Inademmte i 9 31 34 6
Conversions to W L‘ 21 240 103 158
Conversions to F,L“. - — — -
Serious Dampness T 68 61 14
Sewage Disposal
Unsatisfactory ... ... ... 10 22 22 10
Direet to streams 4 18 16 £
Water Supply

(unsatisfactory) 38 36 36 38
Miscellaneous
General . 6 12 14 4
Rodent lutﬁst.ltmn 2 a1l 59 ==
Food Storage

(unsatisfactory) 12 62 ol 23

180 1112 882 410

=]

&



APPENDIX B
Housing (Consolidation) Regulations, 1925

HOUSING STATISTICS
YEAR 1955

Number of dwelling houses in the Distriet ,................. 6723
Number of back-to-back houses included in above .........

:

3.

Inspection of dwelling houses during the year,

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Aets)

(b) Number of inspections made for llle purpose
(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under
sub-head (1) above), which were inspected

and recorded under the Housing Consoli-
dated Regulations ............

(b) Number of inspections made fm t]w purpose
(3) Number of dwelling houses needing further
action :—

(a) Number considered to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation ...................

(b) Number (exeluding those in ‘-.»T.!.h*h["!{i (3]
(a) above) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation .........

Remedy of defeets during the vear without serviee of
formal notices,

(a) Number of defective dwelling houses rend-
eredd fit in consequence of informal aection
by the Loeal Authority or their officers ...

Action under Statutory Powers during the year.
A. Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16, Housing
Aet, 1936 . —

(1) Number of Dwelling houses in respeet of which
tormal notices were served requiring repairs ...

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

() B OB i i o i
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners ...

63

14

B76
1250

GO0
650

373

277

295



B. Proceedings under Public Health Aects.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in
respect of which notices were
served requiring defects to be Informal 291
113 SRS R Formal 123

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices :(—

Eod By SE R s e Formal 30
Informal 295

* (includes outstanding
works from 1954)

(b) By Loeal Authority in default of owners 2

(. Proceedings under Seetion 11 and 13 of the
Housing Aet, 1936,

(1) Number of representations, ete., made in respect

of dwelling houses unfit for habitation ............ 3449
(2) Number of dwelling houses

demolished in pursuanece of Demolished 15

Demolition Orders ......... Closed ... 9
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respeet of which

Demolition Orders were made .........vovevreennnnens 34

(4) Any action under Section 10 and 11 of the Local
(Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Aet,
T5ey o B BD. WEREY it e b e e IO T

D. Proceedings under Seection 12 of the Housing Aect,
1936,

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of whieh Closing Orders were
B N o i iun s msmin sk il ik i ko sin T GHETES

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms, the Closing Orders in respect of which
were determined, the tenement or room having
beely rendered Bit ..k e et e DTS

E. Proceedings under Part III of the Housing Aect,
1936.
(1) Number of Clearance Areas represented during
I I s o s s st s i i o mnswrai s as  OELEY
(2) Number of houses included in these areas ......... None
(3) Number of persons to be displaced .................. None

it



(4} Action taken during year in respect of Clearance

Areas:—

(a) by Clearance Orders, number made ........ . None

(b) by Compulsory Purchase Orders, number
1T N ) 0y O, - R [ P P [ 1)

(5) Number of houses in Clearanee Areas demolished
':.-].llt.itlgl thﬁ }PEﬁr B E ES S S B R RS 4 S E S EE S SRS EF S EE S S EE A4S AR S EsEE e N{}I-I{.

(6) Number of persons re-housed from demolished
hiouses during the Fear .. . iiaa il None

4, Housing Act, 1936—Part IV—Overcrowding.

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end

ol the Feaw: | det s ol it mmpitaliss 1
(2) Number of families dwelling therein ......... 1
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein ........... : H
(b) Number of new ecases of overcrowding re-
ported during tiie year . s -
(e) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved
AUEITIE THE WL o it it s st e S aial -
(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... -
2. New Houses,
Number of new houses provided during the year:—
By the Local Authority .—
Permanent type ............ 61
Temporary type ............ -
iy Provate ENterprige ool t oA 112

6. Housing Aet, 1949,

Section 4—Any aetion in conneetion with advaneces
for purposes of inereasing housing acecommodation? Yes

=1

Housing Aet, 1949, as amended by Housing Repairs
and rents Aect, 1954.

GGrants to persons other than loeal authorities for
improvement of housing aceommodation.

Any action during the year? Yes. Grants allocated to

41 applicants and works
completed to 41 houses.

60



GENERAL NUISANCES

(Total of premises or cases dealt

Offensive aceumulation
Animal Keeping ...
Dangerous Buildings

Food Premises (defeets) ...
Faetories -

Rodent infestation

River and Stream Pollution

Sewerage :
Blocked sewers ...
Defeetive sewers
Shops (defects) ...
Miscellaneous

Total all Nuisances ...

Qutstanding Found

with)

Abated Outstanding

GENERAL PROVISION OF SERVICES

Piped Water Supply 36

W.LCs (new) ... ... 134
Re-drainage ... ... 61
Septie Tanks ... ... 16

Outstanding 1954
Issued 1955 ...
Complied with 1955 ...

31-12-54 1955 1955 31-12-55

2 10 12 i

1 3 4 —

T D 10 2

1 10 11 -2

3 T T 3

4 25 29 i

1 3 4 —

] 63 64 —

2 6 6 s

— 2 9 e

| 14 13 2

L 146 160 9

203 1258 1042 419
Baths 67
Hot Water 95
Sewer Connections . 22
Sinks .. 85

NOTICES ISSUED

Infarmal Statutory

79 32

315 1610)

325 36

69 156

Outstanding 31-12-55
Liegal Proceedings

61

—



SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS

Building Byelaw (New Buildings) ... ... ... ... ... 905
Bakehouses San T e T R O R )
slanghterhouses e L el O e o e 2Tt
Cowsheds and - DaiPles: cii . S iee i fiastl FolnSlsisaees o e,
Conversion of Barth Clogets .. ... oo, 340
CARNPANE Y adh  ws, aan Bin TaesSaa et omhn R
Fachorias At s S N e el
Faod\Prefikiges! 7)o, 00 MyaiiRes gvertarviion, B i 4
Nuisances—General T T T e T T T R
Housing—Nuisances sisrs Shmp Cease e BT EIRW RS SE AN DS
Housing (ine. Rural Housing Survey) ... ... ... ... 1230

Housing Programme (New Houses). See also Building
lﬂyﬂla“'s LU LI LI - LR LN LR - L L 141

TR ML L S NS A A ekl fer it o bt |
Food TniEpechon fanliL) oo o s s ks aeb cass e aadl
Pablic ClEAmaE < i am wed | aoke oo et vie: e =t ]
Sl N e T e R e T
Rodent Control o il i p A Al e cend B 0
BEWODEZE .. civ . one AL as e Oheaa AIKTHSs . YHIR W DIEE
Sewerage (proposed sechemes) ... ... ... .. .. ... 121
2Tl A e e S L R T
shops-{Banitation)ns. c ot g cangstivgan i wansnie O
Town Planning it e R e gt s Rt s )
Waterwordtp: - .., 'JMSUEASGOSRIT LN nE Sabels BlE
Waterworks (proposed schemes) ... ... ... ... ... ... 91

ﬂltisﬂellﬂneulls waE CE CRC R LR waa #aa L ® & wam 24?
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