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. shows that in a supervised area the school itself is not responsible
| to any extent for epidemics of ringworm, and, furthermore, it
- demonstrates the value of the School Medical Service.”
I
' One of the great features of the School Health Service is the
regular examination of the 'school children. The human tendency
| is for adults as well as children not to visit their family doctor unless
’ ‘there is something wrong which is causing pain or inconvenience,
‘and it is on the early detection of disease, and on the aspects of pre-
| vention, that attention should and can be focussed through the School
*HEalth Service. The regular examination of pupils for eye defects
r‘ ‘is one of the most useful functions of the School Health Service. It
| is of far greater value to detect the first incipient divergence from
. normality in a child's eye than to wait until the same child has
"~ some gross defect which compels him to seek advice. Again, the
N - systematic examinations of the skin and hair do much to keep down
‘h and prevent epidemics of ringworm and skin diseases such as scabies.

I attach a great deal of importance to the regular inspection by
L the school nurses for cleanhness, and while one sometimes asks one-
self whether these inspections do much good, I think the ultimate
i answer is that they do. One has only to ask one of the older school
‘nurses whether she has noticed an improvement in the cleanliness '
| and freedom from vermin of the average school child, and the
swer is that, during her life as a school nurse, she invariably has
- noticed a decided improvement.

Then agahl such services as the early detection of orthopaedic
defects, the detection of chronically enlarged tonsils and adenoids,
e discovery of partial deafness and chronic ear discharge are of
prime importance. The ascertainment of handicapped pupils and
t! e observation of children whose nourishment is below average and
he observation of children with chronic ill-health can be best under-
:.I-f'_: en by the School Health Service.

I feel that it is the duty of the School Medical Officers to co-oper-
ate with the family practitioner 'as much as possible, and the dis-
covery of children’s abnormalities during routine school medical
- minations should be referred to the family doctor for treatment,
1 ather than that new clinics should be set up to deal with these
omplaints.
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On thinking over the various implications, I feel quite convinced
in my own mind that the School Health Service has still a useful

nd important part to play in the life of the community, and if the
School Health Service is abolished, and it would seem that there
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