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I
WEST SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

For the Year 1921.

A. H. BYGOTT, M.D., Lond., D.P.H.,

Barvistor-at-law,

VITAL STATISTICS, &c.

Figures in brackets refer to corresponding flgures for preceding years (as 1920.19-18.17).

RAIMNFALL. The total rainfall for 1921, 11-98 (21-49in.-27-08-28:98). Number of wet days
112 (176-124-174).

POPULATION OF THE COUNTY. 15921 Consus. 108982, ie, Municipal Boroughs
and Urban Districts 41,305 ; and Rural Districts 67,677 ; as compared with 1911 Census 116,900, e,
Municipal Boroughs and Urban Distriets 43,855 and Rural Districts 73,050,

BIRTHS.—Number of registered hirths 2,254 (2,671.1,527-1,685-1,595), viz., Urban Distriets
812 (1,018-643-613-576), Bural Distriots 1,443 (1,6538-1,084-1,072-1,019). Duch Bate, 2006 (242 16-5-
15:5-14-5), vizs., Uchan Districts 193 (24 0-152-153-14°8), Rural Districts 218 (24-3-17-3-15-5-14-6).

NOTIFICATION OF - -BIRTHE ACTS, 1807 AND 1915.—Number of notifications
received 2,192 (1.530-1,884). Number of visits paid by Health Visitors and Distriet Nurses 2,116
(2,600-1,385), oumber of revisita 9,545 (7,075-3,5096).

Negleels to Notify.—Total pumber 82 (116-121), viz.,, Sudbury 5 (4-4); Haverhill 2 (4-1); New-
matket 4 (8-4); Brandon' 8 (12-12); Cosford 100 (7.19); Melford 11 (13-13) ; Mildenhall ¢ (3-14) ;
Moulton 2 (1.3): Thedwastra 8 (11.16) ; Thingos 15 (14-14); Bury Bt BEdmund's 1 (18-10) ; Clare 10
(14-8) ; Glemsford Nil (1-Nil); Hadleigh 2 (1-3).

Still Births.—Total number 72 (T4-61-66-44). Number attended by midwives 15 (16-22.24.14),

DEATHS.—Number of deaths 1,861 (1,267-1,457-1,670-1,486), viz., Urban Districts 534
[461-546-649-546), Rural Districts 837 (806-911-1,021-940). Death Rate 124 (L1-5-13-7-17-2-15 08),
viz., Urban Districts 12:5 (10-9.13-4-158:1-15:1), Bural Districts 12:8 (11'5.13-9.16:6-15-03),

INFANT MORTALITY.—Totul number of deaths under 1 yesr 128 (153-146-123-129),
Rate 56:7 (G7-3-66-2-62-9.508), viz, Urban Districts 665 (54-0.65-0:55-4-T1-1), Rural Distriots §1-3
(59-8-64-1-67 1-863).

INQUESTS.—There are four Coroners in the Counby of West Suffolk. The nomination to these
appointments for the Budbury and Newmarket districts is by the County Couwneil; for the Borough of
Bury 5. Edmund's by the Borough Council ; and the rest of the County, with a population of shout
70,000, by the Lord of tho Libarty of Bury 8t. Edmund’s, under an aneient gharter. The salaries and
expenses of these appointments, execpt those for Bury 5i. Edmuond's, are paid by the County Council,
and are 48 {ollows —

Sutdlmry —Balary of Covoner £12 12s, per anoum ; pumber of inquests held 1921, 2.  Gosts E3 106s.

Newmarkel.—Salary of Coroner £12 1% per annum: number of inquests held 1921, 5. Coets
£8 0a. 1d.

Rest of the Connty (excluding Bovongh of Dury Si. Edwmund's).—Salary £175 per annum ; numbaer
of inquests held 1931, 34. Cosbs £75 la Gd.

Bury St. Edmund's (1920).—Corongrs fees £11 78, 8d.; nuember of inquests held 7. Costs
£12 Ds. Bd.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.—Total number of deaths 30 (24-110-331-48), viz., Diphtheria 3
(7-7-4-8), Small-pox nil (nil-2-nil), Brysipelas nil (2-1-3-2), Influenza 13 (9-52-303-29), Measlos nil (4-4-9.3),
Bearlet Fever 2 (1-2-1-2), Whooping Cough 12 (1-12-3-5).

CANGCER.—Total number of deaths 170 (194-171-130-146) ; rate per thousand 15 (L-7-1:6-1-5-1"4).
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TUBERCULOBIS.— Dieaths : Total number 150 (110-134-145-140), viz., Pulmonary cases 118
(#0-105-113-11%, Non-Polmonary 32 (21-29-33-28), Rate 99 (1:3-1'4-1+4). Towal number of potified
deatie, all forms, 136 (103-127-152-126).

Sanatarinm ;. Number of beds 20, fomales 4, malea 16 (Ewo of the Intier are transferable).

Admisstons and DMscherges.—Number of adinissions during 1921 73 {61-73-T3) : number of dig-
elinrges 73 155-T3-05) | total nmnber of deys spent by patients i she Saondoriwm GaU2(0,475-0, 90534, 800);
average numbir of davs for eneh patiest 86 (88-70-T1-52), ‘

Dental Swrgeon's Work,—Number of wisits 18, putionts treated 36, under general pnmathetic 11,
loca] anmsthetie 21, sealings 2, extractions without anwesthesia 3. Five Patieots attendoed ot Surgeon's
redidencs for fillings, vte.

Coxt of Adminsstration of Sanaforinm for the year ended 31st March, 1922, £3,069 (£1.927-
£1,950-81,735), including salaries and wages 303 (Es15.£256-£210) ; rates, taxes and insurances £24
(£25-£22.L17); provisions EBTY (E593-LR05-LT6Y) ; fuel und light EGG (£135.£106-£80) ; drugs and
epplinnees £141 (£119-£123-£90) ; laundry, hardwoure, linen, erockery and ovher establishment expanses
G260 (£420-5318-£383) ; repairs, alterations, ete., £354 (£24-£39-L£173) ; gardener's wages, £112,

Domeenliary Treatment. —Number of persona visiied by the Toberculosis Officers 150 [165-54-127 949);
total nsmbor of visits paid 411 [352-161-233-163) ; tosal number of visits paid Ly Health Visilors to
Tuberculosis patients S50 (S41-371-604 ).

Cost of Adweinistration of Tubervenlosts Schene—Year ending Margh 31ss, 1922:—£3.059
{E2A83- L3 168-E£3 133). Amonnt recoived for Governmeans Geant and for trantmizot of Bx -servion men,
L3 681,  Oeher Receipts £38,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.—Deaths from the following disenses were notified to the County
Medical E}epurl.:lnum. by the Local Regiztrars s o cost of 6d. for each notifiestion :— Various forms of
Tuberenlosis 156 (103 137-152.126), Fnenmonin and Influenza 33 (28-75.31 6-50), Diphtheria 2 (7-4-4-8),
Carebro-Hpinal Meningitis 1 (2-1-2-3). Gastro-Eoteritis 9 (5-T-4-7), Gustritis 1 (4-2-4-1), Meningitia 3
{4-3-2-5), Enteritis 1 (2-8-1), Premature Birth 22 (22-15-011), Marssmus 2 (§-2-0il), Bronehitis 7 (6-7-4).
Puerperal Septicwmin 1 (1-2.nil), Broncho-Pusumonia 8 (3-nil), Goovuldions 19 (G.nil), Congenital
Syphilis 2 (B-uil), Cardise Failuve 4 (L-nil), Pleurisy 1 (nil), Whooping-Congh 4 (nil), Searlut Tover 3
{nil}, Inanition 4 (nil), Bneephalitis Lethargion 1 (nil), Maluutrivion 2 (nil), Senile Dementin 2 (nil},
Thromhesis 1 (nil), Acoidental (burns) 1 nil), other Diseages 185135-17-17-12), total 275 (243-282.510-417);
total cost £6 19s, Od. (£6 1s. Gd.-£7 1s. 0d.-£12 15a (d.-£5 8s. Gd.).

The following notifieations of Notifiable INsenses were recsived from the Madieal Officers of Health,
Anthrax nil (l-ml), Diphtherin 80 (T1-69-58-91), Dysentery 1 (3-d-nil), Boeephalitis Lothargica T
(1-3-1-0), Enteric Fever 6 (G-3:3-3), Erysipelas 29 (56.28-34.30), Malaria 1 (18-T1-nil), Measles and
Rubeola nil (210-532-1,021.495), Ophthalmia Neonatorum 9 (16-11-8-2), Preamonia 18 (3 1-50G-ml]),
Qarebro-Bpinal Faver nil (4-nil), Chickenpox nil {13-80-nil), Puerpera]l Fever 1 (5.4-8-3), Bearlet Fover
108 (95-126-112-133), Tiebeveniosiz 188 {HB}—Pull:mnar_f 159 (L11-150-165-143), other ‘Tobereulosis 49
(37-61-74-65).

During 1921 1,544 (2,986.3,174-5,540.1,558) children were oxeluded from school by hewd tanchors on
aceount of infectious diseases, including Chickenpox 300 (443-302-337-283), Diphtheria 47 (58-45-32-3 1#.
Influenza 102 (124-466-3,713-57). Measles and lfuhmln G (1602 952-600-4585), Mumps 175
{163-172-46-344), Searlet Fover 149 (126-136-56-57), Whooping Cough 575 (249-160-439-120).

Twenty-seven (56-92-194.2T) schools were closed on secount of infections disense during 1921,

LABORATORY.—The following materiel was examined by the Connty Medical Officera, at the
Lahoratory, during the year 1921 :—Noso and Throat Swabs 418 (203-372-159-306), positve BT (91),
sputa 109 (122-86-100-126), positive 53 (29), hairs for Ringworm 135 (148153 125-56), positive 23 [Bfi'sd].
Tha valoe of these examinations, as charged in other Lahoraties, charging the moderate fes of 2=, 6d.
per specimen, would have amounted to £94 Ts. 6d. (£71 Os. 0d.-£51 Ts. 6d.-£51 15s. 0d.-£61 Os. 0d.). Itis
an advaniage for these examinations to be made in the County, as it enables the medical deparbment to
be fully swave of the type of diseasy that is being dealt with,

" ISOLATION HOSPITALS.--The lollowing provision for cnses exeinding Small-pox is mada
in the Couniy in Isclation Hospitals :—Bury 56 BEdmund's, 42 beds ; Soadbory, 10 beds; Haverhill, 28
{5 cots) ; Newmnrket and Moulton (combined with Newmarket Hural), 35 beds ; Clare (combined with
Bumpstead), 4 beds, Thedwastre patients are sent to Stowmarket.

VENEREAL DISEASES.—During 1521, (4 West Suffolk new patients were treated:— 28
ak the Bury S5 Bdmund's Clanie, 8 saflering from Syphilis and 10 Gonorthora; 8§ conditions other
than Yeoerenl ; Cambridge Hospatal 13 ; Syphilis 5, Gonorchaa 5, conditions other than Venereal 3 ;
Tpswich Hospital 5 ; SByphilis 3, Gonorrhoea 3.

Total number of attendancas made during 1921—Bury 8t. Edmund's 179, Cambridge 106, .
Tpswich 51,

Coat of V.D. Scheme for 1921, Bury 8i Edmund's, £135 5a. Gd. (£143 Ts. 84.): Cambridge,
£107 15s. 2d. (£220 11s. Td.); Ipewich, £35 (£48).
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SANITARY ADMINISTRATION, &c.

District. Tatal Honsa Varbal Prelimioney Siatutory  Closing Honses
[nspections. Laspections. Notlcs,  Motkes. Notloa, Oyrddars. Cloded.
Bury St Edmund's arLy 176 -— — 2104 - -—
Glamesford ... A — 45 15 - — - -
Hadleigh ... 37 - - 49 4 2 1
Newmarket 1223 e 3% 65 8 —_ —
Budbury ... i 214 — - 28 a3 -— —
Melford ... 2436 — — 23 - b L
Mildenhall e AT2 4 304
H. £T.P. Acts - - 133 e - —
Thedwastre wi 476 - - 78 — —_ -
Thingos ... i 12573 _— — 115 ) 1 1

HOUSING.—The fullowing new honses under the Couneil Scheme are in the eourse of erection,
or have beon erected during the pust sighteen months:— Bury 856 Edmunds 60 Glemsford 10 ;
Hadleigh 34 ; Haverhill 10; Newmarkes 20 ; Sodbury 10; Brandon 66; Clare 12; Cosford 20
Malford 124 ; Mildenhall nil ; Moulton nil ; Thedwnstre 9; Thingoe 6.  Total 361,

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1875 to 1890.—The Police are sampling
officers, and the cost of the admmistration of these Acts in the County for the ywar 1921-22 was £35
(£60 Ds. 0d.-£57 s, Td.-£3D ls. 4d.-£44 Re 9d), ineluding : —Expenszes of Superintendents of Police
taking Samples, £56 (£7 148 0d-E6 168, Td.-£3 17s. 104.-E4 Ge, b)), CGounty Analyss Retaining Foe,
E10 10s. (£10 10s-£10 10s.); Ditto, Analysis of Samples, £39 10s. Od. (£45 Os 0d.-£39 15s. 0d.-
£24 13s. 6d.-£29 8a. i) ; Legal Expenses Nil (86 Ss. Od.-Nil).

The Aunual Retura of the Clijel Constable showed that duriog the year 1921 52 (47-56-60) enmplas
had been taken—New Milk 81 (42-37-80), Butier 7, Baking Powder 4, Vinegar 2, Honey 6, Lard 1,
Olive 0il 1, 49 (43-50-53) were found Lo be genuine, 2 (4-5.9) samples of New Milk. and 1 of Vinegar
wors reported to be adulterated, of which oases, in 3 Prossgutions, | nnll!ﬁﬂﬂ of Milk was dismissed.
and cautions administered in the cases of the remuining sample of New Milk and 1 sample of Vinegar.

Bury Bt. BEdmund's is a separate Anthority for the purposs of the administration of these Acts,
Twenty-eight (22-24-13-2¢) samples were examined :—Milk @ (14-17-13-18), Buiter 2, Margarine 5;
Cream 2, Bun Flour 1, Spongs !Ri:tture 1, Vinoegar 2, Pork Sausages 1, White Peppor 2, Cocon 2, Bugar
2: none of which were found to be ndulberated.

MIDWIVES ACT, 1902, AND MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.—Ths
eost of administration for year ended Morch 31st, 1923, £3028 (£3468), including :—Madical Staff £50,
Hoalth Visitoes' Salaries £340 (£239), Travelling Exponses £118 (£116), Nursing Association Grants and
Foes L0607 (L£165), othor Expenses £407 (£375), Medieal Fees £208, Orthopedie Treatmeont £63,

Staff.—Ooe County Buperintendent of Murses, 3 whele-tims Health Visitors, and 33 District pai't-
time Health Visitors,

Midwives —Notifieations of intention m#mbim received 48 (5T-58.63) ; cases attended by Midwifs
ag Midwife 535 (753-T20-G67), s Monthly Nurse 374 (219-242-203), Doctor sons for in respect of
maother 145 (79-82.G3), in respoct of child 35 (20.21-15); deaths of mother 8 (4-4-T), of child 26
(B-T-11).

Total amount of Dostors’ Fees £166 185 0d. (E158 Os. Od.-£135 10s. 64.), amount recovered by
the end of the year £06 Gs, 3d. (E76 16s. Od.-£14 8s. 0d.). (The periods during which the fees wore
earned and recovered do not correspond).

Maternity and Ckild Welfore Centres.—Contres ava hold at Bures, Bury St. Rdmund’s, Hadlaigh,
Newmarkst, Exning, Sudbury and Haverhill.  An important feature of the work of this Department is
the sate of Dried Milk 2,602 {1,325-404) lbs. were sold doring 1921.

Lizgtrict Nursing Commiittees, —Grants amounting to £557 18s. 0d. wers paid by the County
Couneil to the following District Nursing Committess - —Hundon £22 185, 0d., Cavendish £33 4s, Od.,
Boxford £20 13s. 0d., Bildeston £22 16s. 0d., Long Melford £22 16s. 04, Thurston £33 12s 04,
Newton £23 Ga. 0d., Loavenhmn £23 8a. 0d., Pakenham £33 162 0d., Stowlungtofl £33 10a. 04,
Blmaswell £23 16s. 0d., Waldingfield £22 163, 0d., Wickhombrook £22 16s, 0d.. Colford £37 45 0d.,
Walsham {stacting) £30, Bucy St. Edmund’s (special}) £25 0s5. 0d., Beandon £22 16s 0d., Barrow
£33 85 0d., Felsham £234 03 04, Hadleigh £3 05 0d., Horvinger £31 0. 0d., leklingham
£33 0s. 0d., Battlesden £13 0s. 04., Stradighall £21 Os. (1., Walgham £24 08, 04,

_ Five Nursing Bcholapships were awarded by the Edueation Committee to nominees of the Suffolk
Nursing Association during 1921 ab a cost of £310 Us. 0d.

BLIND PERSONS ACT, 1920.—The lollowing sre the numbors of Blind Porgons in the
County —Under 51, 5-10 1, 10-15 #, 15-20 1, 20.80 5, 30-40 &, 40.50 16, 50-60 16,
60-70 4, 70-80 15, 80-80 5, 90-100 1. Total 54,

YOLUNTARY MEDICAL CHARITY, HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION,
West Suffolk General Hospilal, Bury St Edmed's.—BEstablished 1825, Nomber of beds, 100.

Patients treated 1921 : In-patients 900 {819-810-1,0749) ; Out-patiants 2,100 (1,995-1,878-1,655) ; cost of
administration £11,153 17s. 10d. (£10,180 Gs. 94.—E7,538 17s. 0d—27,507 Ts. 4d.)
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8t. Leonard's Hospital, Sudbnry.—FEstablished 1869, Number of beds, 20. Number of In-patients
fraated in 1921, 226 (2958.219): Out-patients, 83 55:]-32}: cost of sdministration £1,755 18s. 113d.
(£1,671 la. fd.—£1,439 10s. 104.—EL,256 18s. 5d.).

Mildenhall Cotiage Hospital.—Established 1868. Number of beds, 8. Cost of administration,
£312 Gs. 24, (£208 3s. 8d.—£254 48 84 —£21] Bs. Td.).

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE ACT.—Approximate number of insured persons
in the County, 42,600. Number of Medical Practitioners on the Panel, 60. Cost of (a) Treatment
£81,622 0. 0d., (b) Drugs and Appliances £4,414 0s, 0d., (¢) mileage £8,266 Os. 0d.

MEDICAL TREATMENT OF DISABLED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

From figures supplied by the West Saffolk War Pensions Committee, the average number of cases
deals with in each of the four quarters in 1921 was 518, at a tofel cost of £37,508 19s. 7d., including
medieal fees, hospitul eharges, travelling expenses, and allowanees to men and their families while under
trestmant.

OESERVATIONS.

The areangement of this report is in accorlance wilh the recommendations of the Ministry
of Health Cireular, 1921, which differs from those of previous years.

FOFULATION.—Thiz in West Suffolk, shows a dr of 7,93 as compared with 1911
figures, dotailz of which are given in the table, 1f this decrense was regular, it means, practi-
eally that the population of a very largs village such as Bures, with about 792 people, has dis-
appeared overy year,  Other eounties in England and Wales showing  marked deecrcoses  are
Cornwall (320,559, a decrense of 7,850 against the 1001 figures, and Rotlandshive (18,865), with
o decreare of 1,978, In Fast Sufiolk there was a rise of 13,851, largely because of its connection
with popidous centres and seaside resorts, so that i the whole geographical county hiad been
eonsidersd there would not have been s fall, bob o rizge of 5,928, This depopulation  of = ruml
arens must be reganded seriously, as in this way we are lessening clements of population, which
ean ill be spared.  Agriculture must always remain the primary industry of all communities,
a5 it produces food.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.—There were no serious onibreaks of infections disease in the

County during the vesr.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TREATMEMNT OF THE SICK.— Nou-infections diseasss.—
These in the contre of the Countv are dealt with at the West Suffolk (General Hospital with 100
beds.  The average number of ocoupied beds in this Tnstitution for 1921 was 006.9.  As many
of the small towns and villages are on the edges of the County, other patients zeck assistance
from Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge, with 190 beds; Fast Suffolk and Ipswich Hospital,
with 300 bedsz ; Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, with 300 beds ; and Essex County Hospital, with
1200 bl s, i

Infections diseases.—No changes have taken place in the Isolation Hospitals during the year.
The medical reports are silent ag to the pumbers of patients suffering  from  infections disease
trented in the variows lospitals, and the eost. important information which we hope will
appear Bext year, Considering the improvements in transport, one Isolation Hospital’ for the
whole County, with a skeleton staff, would increpse the eficiency and economy of this service.

TUBERCULOSIS.—The Cownty Council provides a mixed institution of twenty beds for
the treatment of cases of tebereulosic.  As a rule there is no waiting list; it deals with carly
and apparently eurable cases in a very satisfactory way. Some provision ought to be made for
the treatment of advaneed cases, both in the inkerests of humane treatment to the patients
and to prevent infection. The Coundy Couneil have ot different. times fried 1o secure this
aceommadation in or a2 near the locality as possible, but up to now they have only been abla
to make arrangerments with Banatoria at Huntingdon, and Papworth in I,'ambri-:ignﬂl:irn for the
treatment of female and male patients. These institutions are  wvery inaceesible to Wesb
E-]u[’Fu'lk, and friends often refuse to have the patients removed, as they are unable to wvisit
them.

Bome provigion should be made for the treatment of children, so that they may eontinue
their education. In a few cases children have been admitted to the County Banatorium, bub
space a3 o rule doez not permit this to be done, and accommodation in & speeial institution is
mowt desirable.

GANCER.—Owing to the distribution of hospitals, it is practically impossible to ascertain
how many residents in West Buffolk reecived surgieal assistance for cancer. From the exeel-
lent report of the West Suffolk General Hospital for 1921, it will be seen that apparently 30
patients were troated in the Institution during the yeor, ineluding two enses of caneer tha
brenst and two of eancer of the uterus.  The only chance a person has of recovery from this
disease is by its carly recognition and operation, which may invelve very elaborate technique.

VENEREAL DISEASE.—XNo alteration has becn made in these armnpements during

the year.
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MENRTAL DISEASES.—Persons of Unsound Mind.—From the Medieal Superintendents)
returns there appear to be 121 males and 164 fomales inmates at St Auvdrey’s Hospital, 17
muales and 20 females in the Ipswich Dorough Asylum, and 8 males and 16 females in institu.
tions under the Mental Deficioney Act, all of whom are residenta of West Suffolk, Tt wonld
be a great advantage in administration if all persons suffering from mental disease were dealt
with together., and the arbitrary dividing line between mental deficiency and  insanity wers
digpensed with. Mental Defectives are dealt with by a Jeint Committes for East and Woest
Suffolie, assizted by a Veluntary Seciety, which publishes a balance sheet, in which the total
receipts are given as £288 18z, of which £300 iz a grant from the County Cooneil and £75 from
the Board of Control ; and the total expenditure aa £355 13z, 1., of which £195 02 104, iz
puid to the Organising Becrelary for salary, subsistence, travelling expenses, ete. There may
be advantages im emploving a Voluntary Bociety when it iz able to collect subseriptions, but
in this case, apparently, only one subseription. £8 3s. (from a Board of Guardians), has been
received by this Boeiety. Considering the very able manner in which 5t. Awdrey’s Hospital iz
administered by the County Councils, involving as it did in 1920 an expenditure of 208,251 18,
Gd. for maintenance, building, and repairs, the neecssity for this SBociety iz not obvious.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.—No alterations took plaee during the year, but
the services are becoming inereasingly popmlar. Tt was onee somewhat difficult for Health
Visitors 1o secure admission to people’s hovses ; frequently now, it s diffienlt to get away from
them. The Clinics in the County are all flourishing, exeept Sudbury, which has apparcntly
suffered from a clinnge in location. It @8 hoped it will soon improve,

Owing to the number of unemployed persons, more co-aperation has been necessary betwoen
this Department and the various Boards of Geardian:, =o that supplies of milk have only
been granted by the County Council in o few instances, where the necessity nppp:m--l to bo
temporary, anid the persons were not accustomed fo receive relief from the Guardiana.

Every effort is made to maintain natural feelding. In some cases children are weighed befors
and after foeding; when it is found the ?tmnlit_\r gupplied by the mother is insuficient, the
mother's supply 18 mw:!mnenh!d after each foed, usonally by dried milk, and the gain to the infant
is most apparent. ithout this method, the mother often weans the kaby, and tries first one
food and then another, inficting great damage to the ehild,

More Nurmsing Districts are required, and it is hoped that the whole County will soon be
eovered by good midwives, as the village nurse should be regarded as absdlutely necessary.
There is o growing demand for Iving-in hoepital secommedation, and institutional feeatment for

young children.

An Orthopedic Schome for dealing with the evippling defects of childven vnder five years of
has been started. The cost of the Scheme (Maternity and Child Welfare) for 1921-22 was
8 45, 8.  Tor details of the seheme, reference must be made to the Anoual Report of tha
Behool Medical Officer for 1921, If i= hoped that in future, all cases will be dealt with under
this part of the scheme, and that the treatment will not be deferved until they reach school age.

BLIND PERSONS ACT, 1820.—Children under & are dealt with by the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee amd between 5 and 15 by the Loeal Education Authority. Special
attention shoulil be given to persons between the ages of 16 and 50 of these there are 49 in the
County, 20 of whom are being or have been educated so0 as to enalle them to cam something,
and tfie problem, at present unsolved, is to obtain & market for the goods produced by thess
persona, Ag an illustration: a blind person knitting 12 pairs of stoekings per week. woulid
necessitate selling 600 paivs & wvear, which it would be inpossible to dispese of locally, but thae
difficulty might be met if Government Departments, Local Authorities, or lange firms wounlid
use the work of blind persong, and so prevent the =etting up of verv expensive machinery for
disposing of it, capecially as it is by no means certain that the goods would be soll, even if the
suggested depits were provided.

WATER SUPPLY.—In spite of the dryness of the season, no serious complaint was made as
to the shortage of water in any of the small towns, although the supply had to be restricted.
Some tronble was coused in villages whers the supply was from wells.

The most important event of the vear was the promotion in Parliament of the South-East
Essex Water Bill, which was opposed by the Distriet Councils of Clare, Haverhill, Melford and
Cosford.  Its chief object was to obtain an adequate supply of water for SBouthend-on-Ben. The
South Essex” Water Company supplying a large population in Fssex of London over the bonder
took part in the scheme, owing to the lessening of the supplies from their wells and fearing
that they would soon be inadequate to meet the demands of their large and increasing popula-
tion. The supply, if it had been obtained, would have been required for an aren of 300 squore
miles, and a present population of 400,000—increased by 100,000 during the summer holiday
B0, i

The scheme provided for a reservoir, pumping stations and Hlters at Langham, just outside
the County of West Suffolli, and waa mhimu.tug ko cost £2,004,000, It was anticipated that
123 million gallons per day conld be taken from the Stour, leaving at least 5 million to flow down
the river. The intake was above the mouth of the Bret. During dry weather, some of the
Bret water might flow up to the intake in the Stour, so that any increased purity required for
the Stour would alea be vequired for the Bret. Provision was made for any Beeex Authority
through which pipe lines pazeed to takie water to the extent of one snd a hali million gallons
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H=r |l;|l1.'_ Lt mo lllﬂl\'jﬁirlh was made {for any Suffolk ."'I.I.llllﬁl'lltj' to IEEt:i\'E any water from this
source at all.  Considerable diseussion took place as to the length of time that the water $|'l_ﬂlll']
he stored before distribution, the Ministry of Health suggesting fourteen doys, and the Water
Company five. This was important, as the shorter the period of storage the greater must e
the purity of the water taken from the river.

Various experts were examined, ineluding Dr. Thresh, Mr. Lincoln Sutton and Mr.
Hawkeslev, the Engineer. The water schemes for Norwich and Yarmouth were quoted as prece-
dents for the short storage of water.  The ©.M.O. vigited Norwich and Yarmouth and made o
survey of the sources of the water supplies of these two towns, The conditions on the Wensum
were not comparable at all to those on the Stour, especially as there appeared to be no villy
o the banks. In the ease of the Bure, the water passed through a lerge broad whieh formed
# natural reservoir where sedimentation could take place, The villages ‘and inhabited houses
were pob &0 pumorous in {he course of the Bure ns in the course of the Stour—the Bure ia a
much larger river.

Considerable dizeussion took place on Clauss 88, in which the Water Companics wizshed to
take powers to supersede County amld District Couneils in preventing the pollution of the river,
and they claimed as a precedent, the powers which were given the Company promoting the
Yarmouth Water Bill. These powers, the Committes wonld apparently have hesitated te confer.
Um perusal of the evidence before the Committee dealing with the Yarmouth Bill, it transpired
that there was no County Council Publie Health Authority ot that time to interest itzelf in the
pollution of the river, Now, the County Couneils have expert assistones and are given a loors
standi in dealing with all water 1mn:l¢rta1|{ingn in their areas.

Numersus analvses were put {forwand comparing the condition of the Btour with that of the
Thames, but they were not talen for o sufficient length of time to enable proper comparisons to
b maddie. The Bill was finelly disposed of by the Committess, on the ground that the water
was not necessary ot that time for South Fesgex.  The following points must be emphasized :—

() That from the evidence given in this case, there is no doubt that the supplies from the wells
for the Bouth Essex Arca will be insufficient io muintain o satisfactory permanent waker
supply for that aren, as the vield from the wolls is getting much less.

(B That the Stour is apparently the nearest river which would furnish n satisfactory supply, as
thore are dissdvantages conneeted with Blackwater and the Chelmer.

{e) That this shortage will be likely to be ascentuated by dry seasons.

idj That as a river water supply from the Thaomes hne been found quite satisfactory for London,
there is no doubt that other populous areas will eventually obtain their supplies in a
similar manner.

It is practically certain that at some time this scheme will be revived. If so, it
glioulid be borne in mind that the Metropolitan Water Board pay the Thames Conservancy
EGD per million gallons taken from the viver, for which the Congervancy takes measures
to seeure the purity of the water, and it woulil only be fair that some payment on similur
lines shoukid be made by Authorities l.ni:iug water from this Saffollk river.

(g} That st present, the river is polluted by sewnge from places in the neighbourhood, which
pollution iz apparently diffienlt to remedy, aml the money from this souree coulid be nsed
to prevent this pollution. At the Yame time, the Authorities responsible for the sanita-
tion in these arens ought not to remain satisfied with the disposal of sewage in those
villages, amd that seliemes should as soon as possible be thought out, havi rogand to
ceanomy, for preventing erude sewage entering the viver. The ground on the banks of the
Btour has a clay sub-soil. Tt i3 a2 o mle heavily coltivated and there must he pollution
from manured land, sources of impurity which might easily be attributed to the drainage
from villages in a way which might be entirely undeserved.

POLLUTION OF THE RIVER STOUR FROM EFFLUENT DISCHARGED FROM THE
FLAX FACTORY AT GLEMSFORD.—An enquiry on this subject took place at the Town Hall,
Budbury, on February 2, 18321, to support the appliention of the Melford Rural District Couneil
to take proceedings sgoinst the Company for polluting the Stour. This indusiry wos sct up
in Glemaford during the War for -la.a:i.lljing with flax grown in the area, an old factory being
adapted for the purpose. Unfortunately, insdeguate eonsideration was given to the digposal of
Chee Hax liquor, and as Glemsford has a clay sub-soil. i was not a satisfoctory district to dispose
of the linuor on land,  Flax liguor in many respects resembles o strong sewage—diffcult to
break up. It showld be disposed of either in o large sewerngs works, in o large tidal river, or
on suitable land, where it hae some manural value. Tt is not satisfactory to dizpose of it in &
wnall viver like the Btour. It was attempled to prove by the defendant’s solicitors that no
definite illness was caused by this discharge into the river. It was finally decided that the Flax
Works shoulil instal the Tossi process and to wait to see if any improvement took place. Some
attemgpt was made, from evidence from Belgium, to prove that the pollution of the river from
flax may be only slight. In those streams flax rets slowly in the water, on the other haud,
whore mudern refting is done in tanks, a process which in an open river takes place only in the
eourse of several davs Lrenking down the flax fibre, it is completed in a féw hours, and o very
strony lignor s produced.  Similar trouble might have arisen in Bory 85t Edmond's, but fortu-
mately the Corporation required these ligmors to enter their sewers. In 1922, there has been less
complumt, but thiz may be due o the fact that owing to the stagnation of trade, the netivity of
these Works is reduged. The liguor produced by the Ressi process may not differ materially
from that produced in other woys. -
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HOUSBSING.—d1 new houses have been erested in the County under howsng sehemes, the
numbiers varving consideralily in different districts.  Some of them are erected close o main
roads, where they will be exposed’ to dust, and it s diffienlt to visualize some s units in a pros
perly planned village. It would have been bettor to have secured the tenants before building
the houses, which cost roughly about £1000 each.

Owing to the hich renta asked, difficulty has been expericnesd in letting housea to persons
with large familice. The average number of persons per house in Bury S5t Edmund’s = 88,
The unaolved state of the problem of finding accommuoedation for such officers as district nurses,
school teachers, ete., in spite of the large sums of mopey which have been spent by the District
Couneils in erecting houses, is illusteated by the following ease,  There is o villsge in the sonth
of the County, the inhabitants of which are anxious to employ a district nurse. One of the mew
cottages was let to an oceupier without family, whp during the summer months s able to let

art of lis houvee on good terma to casunl vizitorz from large towne, Under these eivcumstances,
it does not pay him to take in the district nuese.The only other house wlich i said to be available
for the nurse is one, the property of the Behool Managers, which was formerly occupied by a
school teacher. As o retired London policeman is now living in this house, and no other aceom-
modation has been found for the nurse, the disivict 12 at present without one,  Instances given
of the types of cecupiers of other houses, show that ene is a retired London policeman, and
apother a bank elerk. One hovse was lot biv . Thstrict Couneil to 8 London resident in roeeipt of
I'oor Law relief, suffering from tuberculosis, whe had to return to London.

The Bury Free Press of July 15, 1922, reported a letter froon the Clerk of the Melford .10,
to the Ministry of Health, dated June 18 1822, depling with hovses at Lawshall, confaining the
following extracta :—° 1t will be seen from this report that five parlour-iype houses have been
vacant from one to five months, and another besomes vacant o the 29th prox.  Your attention
ia alse drawn to the thinl pamgraph of the report, with regard to agricaliueal labourers decliming
to oecupy these houges becavse they cannot affosd the rent. . . . . . Now that these wages have
shean wiry much decreassd, the result iz proctically illoatrated by the Agent's report veferred to.
Labourers cannot oceupy them and they comtivue to live in houses, or mather hovels, which ara
condemned.  The result is that the sectiom of the commmunity which inost required to be bene-
fited by improved accommodation is being slowly but surely deprived of that accommodation,
which is vitally necessary for all zocinl and moral improvement in their conditions.,  And, thus,
Loeal Anthorities who are desivons of improving the standard of living within their area again
have their hands tied. Surely under such anomslous cirenmetances as these, Local Authorities
have o right to look to the Mmistry for guidance ; bug if the attitude reflected by the letter under
reply be maintained, it appears that they mwvst look in vain.™

In a word, some of these houses, erected at cnonmous cost, are now unoccupied or are scou-
pied by “good tenants " —middle-class people with small or no familics—and the workman with
childven remaina just as he was. Few honses being vacated by tenants of the new ones, as form-
erly some of them were not householders in the County. If rural depopulation continunes as at
present, it will settle the housing guestion.

Another aspect of the housing question i well shown from the following extract from the
report of a district nurse: T think I must bring to your notice the state of overcrowding in . . .
To begin with, the houses, which belomg to . . . . of this village, are in g shocking ecomdigion, the
roaf in one eottnge leaking, and the floors oll being bad.  An old man died there last woek,
and when they placed him in his coffin the floor gave way and the head of the bedstead went
through.  The house ocenpied by . . . . . 18 bad, sl they are overerowded, there being five
adultz amd five ehildren and apother one coming ; five of these are ecaming, and although there
is a new cottage to let, llu.ry refuse to move indo ib.""

Ag the resuelt of the C.AMLOL s observations and reports from the Visiting Staff, more sye.
tematic inspection is necessary to keep existing liouses in repair. loofs, Iath and plaster walls,
troughing, and spouts il allowed to decay, soon ruin o d\'\-'ﬂ:]iilil:- Internal decorntions may aften
be lefs to the temant. Thers is urgent need for better inspection, although it has been sug-
gested that this i unnecessarv, as the landlord cannot uﬂ’m':ll to undertake repairs.  The real
truth s that we cannot affonl to continue this negleet, otherwise many houses capable of being
oeeupied for some time will become totally unfit for habitation, and incapable of repair.

GENERAL.—The following figures on page 81 of the County Council's Agenda for Mareh,
1023, showing the amount of rmies requived for certain purposes, are instroctive :—3Main Roads
and Hrixl¥e-s. 24-80d. ; Elementary Fidueation, 24-0d. ; Higher Edueation, 4:04d. ; Police, 10¢24d. ;
Asylum (Interest and Repayment of Loans, and Buildings), 2'81d. ; Publie Health, “681. : Sana-
torin and Dispensaries, “40d.; Maternity and Child Welfare, incluling Orthopedic Treatment,
“40d. ; Blind Persons Aect, "05d. ; Mental Deficiency Act, "88d. ; Disenses of Animals Act, 424,

These figures should be elosely studied by the prewdo-vconomist, who appears to think that
the eutting down of the expenditure on Health Services wonld effcet sevions sconomies in the local
rates. 'The milation hias been lessenod during the lnst ten vears apparently by the vearly loss of
a very large village in the County. Considerable immprovements have been effeeted by the expendi-
ture of these small sums of money, as must be apparent to anyone who likes to study this question,
The profession of a doetor is sometimes rogarded as o noble one, because of the opportunitics
which he has in individual cases of relieving suffering and restoring working eapacity. Public
bodies and those who eleet them should be reminded that by taking part in some Deecssary
reforms affecting the welfare of large numbers of people; that they may do by one act of their
own, possibly more in the public interest, than a busy doetor iz able to accomplish in o life time.
What is more necessary than smything at the moment, is to awaken in everyone a true and
proper sense of responsibility.
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