[Report 1920] / Medical Officer of Health, West Suffolk County Council.

Contributors
West Suffolk (England). County Council.

Publication/Creation
1920

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/e6243ztt

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

B WEST SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

| Far the Year 19526,

A. H BYGOTT, M.D., Lond., D.P.H.,
Barrister-at-law,

i VITAL STATISTICS, &ec.

Figures in brackets refer to corresponding figures for preceding years (as 1919-18.17).

RAINFALL.—The total rainfall for 1920, 21-4%ia. (37-05-25:0G). Number of wet days, 176
(184-174).

BIRTHS.—Number of registered bivkhs, 2671 (1,827-1,685-1,595), vix.,, Urban Distriets 1015

(643-513-576), Rural Districts 1,653 (1,184-1,072.1,019).  Birth Rate, 242 (16:5-15-5-145), viz., Urban
Distriets 240 (152-15-8-14-3), Rural Districts 24-3 (17-3-15:5.146).

e, |

DEATHSB.—Numberof deaths, 1,267 (1,457-1,670.1,4506), viz., Urban Districts 461 (46-G40-546),
It Bural Districts 806 (911-1021-940).  Death Rate, 11-5 (13:7-17-2-15:08), viz., Urban Distriets 10-4
 (18:4-18-1-15°1), Rural Districts 11°8 (13-9-16-G-15-03).

148X, : INFANT MORTALITY.—Rate, 573 [G6-2.6240.5008), viz, Urban Districts 54-0 (60-0-55-4-
71-1), Rural Distriets 50°8 (64-1-67°1.86-3). Total number of deaths under 1 year 153 (146-123-129).

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHE ACTS, 1907 AND 1915.  From Januery 20st to
eamber 31at, 1920, number of notifieations received 1,530 (1,884). Number of visits paid by Health
Visitors and Diatrict Nurses 2600 (1,325), number of revisies 7,075 (3,506).

g 2 k3 _Hg.j-hfn to Notijy.—Total number 116 {121), viz., Sudbory 4 (4); Haverhill 4 (1) ; Newmarket
) {4) ; Brandon 12 (12) : Cosford 7 (19 ; Mellord 13 (13) : Mildenhall & (14); Moulton 1 (3): Thed-
gtre 11 (16); Thingoe 14 (14); Bury 5. Edmund's 18 (10); Clave 14 (8), Glemsford 1 (Nily:
i 1 01 | o
Siill Hirihs.—Total number T4 (61-60-44). Number aitended by midwives 16 (22-24-14):

ZYMOTIC DISEASES.—Total number of deaths 24 (110-331-45), viz., Diphtheria T (7-4-5),
Bmall-pox nil {2-nil), Evysipelas 2 (1.3-2), Influenze B (82-308-20), Measles 4 (4-9-2), Searlet Foven
1 (2.1-2), Whoe ing Coogh 1 (13-9-5). Rate per thousand -2 (1-2-3:1--2) in Urban Districts and
2 (+9-3:5-'6) in Kuoral Distriots,

CANCER. Total number of deaths, 194 (171-150:146); rate per thousand, 17 (1-6.1-5.14).
From returns received from Medieal Officers of Health for seven disprictz, the organs affected by
Caneer in G4 cazes have been classified az follows :—Lip 3, (Hsophagus 3, Stomach 14, [ntestines 4,
Qolon 4, Rectum 12, Peritoneum 1, Liver 6, Lung 1, Cervieal Glands 1, Breast 6, Uterus 1, Bowel 1,
Mesentry 2, Bladder 2, Lavynx 1, Caceum 1, Pylorus 2, Prostrate 1, Thyreid 1, Sigmoid Flexure 1.
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TUBERCULOSIS.—leaths: Total nmmber 110 (134-145.140), viz, TPulmonary eases =9
(105-113-112), Non-Pulmonary 21 (20.32-28), Rate 00 (1-3-14-1-4).

Sanatorium : Number of beds 20, fomales 4, males 16 (two of the latter ave tranaferable).

Admissions and Discharges.—Number of admissions during 1920, 61 (75-73) ; number of discharges
66 (75-65) ; fit for work 22, 21 improved, transferved to obher Institubions 2, died in Sxnutorium 1, worse
after discharge and died later 9: total number of days spent by patients in the Sasatorfum 5ATH
(5,983-4,858) ; average number of days for cach patient B9 (76-71-92).

Dental Surgeon’s Work.—Rumber of visits 14, patients treated 51, under gas 6, under general
anmsthetic 10, local anxsthetic 30, scalings 5. Seven Patients attended at Surgeon’s residence for
fillings, ete.

Cast of Administretion of Sanatorium for the year ended 31st Marel, 1921, £1 927 (£1,659-£1,735),
including salaries and wnges, £818 (E256-8210) ; raber, waxes and insurances, £25 (E22-£17) ; provisions,
EBO8 (EBDS-ETGI) ; fuel and light, £128 (£106-£80) ; drugs and applinnces, £110 (£123-£04) ; lnundry,
hardware, linen, crockery and other establishment expenses, £420 [£818.385) ; repairs, alterations, ete.,
£33 (£29-£175). Inelnded in £850 fov other establishiment exponses for 1920 iz £143, upkeep of
garden, including zardencr's weges.

Domicilinry Treatment.—Number of persons visited by the Tubereulosis Officers, 165 (54-127-00) ;
total number of visits paid, 382 (161.2343.103); total number of visits paid by Healih Visitors to
Tuberenlosis patients, 341 (3T1-691).

Cost of Administvation of Tuberenlosis Seleme.—Year ending Dlaveh 3lst, 1931 :— E3483
(£2 185-£2188), to which the Insurance Committee conbributed from £1,100 to £1,200 and the Treasury
hall the balance. Amount received for treatinent of Ex-serviee men, £6892 11s. Gd.



INFECTIOUS DISEASE.—The following discases were notificd to the County Medical
Department by the Local Ragistears of Deaths for the period February, 1920, to December, 1930, at a
cost of Gd. for each notifieation :—Various forms of Tuberculosiz 108 [127.152.1306), 'nenmonia and
nfluenza 23 (7S-316-50), Diphtheria T (4-4-6). Cerebro-Bpinal Meningitis 2 (1-2-3), Gstro-Enteritis
5 (7-4-T). Gastritis 4 (2-4-1), Meningitis 4 (3-2-5), Enteritis 2 (3-1), Erysipelas 1 (1-2-3), Premature
Birth 22 (13-nil}, Marasmus & ( 2-nil), Bronehitis 6 (7-4), Poerperal Septicemin 1 (2-nil), Malaria 1 (2-nil),
Mensles 3 (nil-nil-1), Broncho-Pneumonia 3 (nil), E“Ivﬂfif': Fever 2 {n:l]:}, Convulsions G (nil), Conganital
Syphilis 5 (nil), Meart Disease 1 (nil), Cancer 2 (nil), other Diseases 35 (17-17-12), total 243
(382-510-217) ; total cost £6 1a. Gd. (£7 1s. 04.-£12 159. 0d.-£5 8s. 6d.).

The [sllowing notilfieations of Notifiahle Diseascs were received from the Medical Officers of Healih,
for the period Februacy, 1920, to Desember, 1920 :—Anthrax 1 (nil), Diphtheria 71 (G3-59-92),
Dysentery 3 1 4-nil), Eneophalitis Lethargion 1 (3-1-0), Enterie Fever § {3'3‘_2}- Arysipelas 36 (28-34-30),
Malaria 12 (Tl.nil), Mensles and Robeols 210 (532-1,021-495), Ophthalmia Neonmorum 16 (11-8-2),
Proenmonia 31 (S6-nil}, Cerebro-Spinal Fover 4 (nil), Chickenpox 13 {3'}"“”1 Puorpern]l Fover 5 (4-2-3),
Soarlet Fever 95 (126-112-138), Tuwberenlosis 148—Pulmonary 111 {150-165-143), other Tuberculosis
AT (61-T4-65). :

During 1920, 2,936 (3,174-5,540-1,558) children were excluded from school by head teachers on
account of infectious diseases, ineluding Chickenpox 445 (302-337-285), Diphtheria 58 (45-32-31),
Influenza 124 (466-3,719-57), Measles and Ruobeola 1,502 (952-655-438), Mumps 103 (172-16-341),
Searlet Fever 106 (136-56.57), Whooping Cough 200 (160-439-120).

Fifty-siz (42.194-2T) schools were closed on nceount of infectious disease duving 1920, ehiefly
Mensles.

LABORATORY.—Tho following materinl was examined Ig the County Medieal Officers, at the
Laboentory, during the vear 1920 :—Nosg and Throat Swaha 298 [272.180-306), sputa 123 (86.100-126),
lairs for Ringworm 145 (153-125-56).  The value of these examinations, as charged in other Laboratics,
charging the moderate fee of 35, 6d, per speeimen, would bave amounted to £71 Ds, (. {£51 s, Bd.-
£51 15s Od-E61 Os. 04). It ik an advantage for these examinations to be made in the County, a8 it
enables the medieal department to be fully aware of the type of disease that is being dealt with.

ISOLATION HOSPITALS. - The following provigion for cases exeluding Smﬂl-pm is mnde
in the County in Iselation IMospitals :—Bury St. Bdmund's, 42 beds: Sudbury, 10 beds: Haverhill,
28 (4 cots): Newmarket and Moulton {combined with Newmarket Rural), 28 beds; Clare (combined
with Bumpstend), 4 beds.

YENEREAL DISEASES.—During 1520, G4 West Suifolk new patients wers trented :—
31 at the Bury St Edmund's Clinic, 19 sulloring from Syphilis aod 12 Gonovehoan:  Cambridie
Hopspeted 24, Syphilis 15, Gonorrham 7, conditions other than Veneveal 2; Fpswich Hospital 9,
Syphilis 3, Gonorrhows 3, conditions other than Venereal 3.

Total number of nitendances made during 1920—Bury Bt Hdmund's 323, Cambridge 255,
Ipawich 129,

‘SANITARY ADMINISTRATIONM, &c—Sentary lnspeetions.—Bury 5 Edmund's
2538 (24182000, Sudbury L61T (155.768), "Haverbill 904 (1,156), Newmarket 1,199 (323.240),
Brandon 1975 (1,650-2,320.0100), Clave 1,237 (T50.125.309), Mildenhall 381 (532), Moulton
228 (216), Thingos 1,190 (S60.987-1,021), Melford 2,760 (2,8566), Thedwastre 97 (T49).

Proliminary Nofices Serged.—DBury 86, Edmund’s 18 (23-13-9), Budbury 37, Haverhill 26 (11-41-60),
Newmnrket 97, Biandon 160 (320-326-286), Clare 135 (163-125-122), Mildenhall 117 (113}, Mounlton 20,
Thingoe 310 (65-59-51), Malford 550 (311), Thedwastre 96 (116). 3

Statutory Nofices Served.—Bury 44 (7-5-23), Haverhill 1, Newmarket 94 (3}, Brandon 2 ($-3-1G),
Clare 15, Thingos 4 (11-5.T), Melford 15, Thedwastra 3 (7).

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1875 to 1880.— The Police are sumpling
officers, and the cost of the administration of these Acts in the County for the year 1 Wik
£69 e Od (£5T 1a. Td.-£39 1a. 4d-£44 3 94.), incieding :—Expenses of Superintemdents of Polics
taking Bamples, £7 14e, Od. (£6 16, 7d.-£3 17 10d.-£4 5z, .} ; County Analyst Hetaining Fes, £10 10s,
(£10 10s.-£10 10s.) ; Dikto, Analysis of Samples, £45 (239 153, 0d.-£24 133, G4.-£29 83 0d.); Legal
Expenses, £6 Sa. Od. {Hil).

Thre Annual Retwrn of the Chief Constable showed that during the year 1920, 60 (55-47-56) snmplea
bad been takan— New Milk 39 (37-42-37), Dutter 3, Coffee 1, Baking Powder 3, Salad 0il 1, Vinegar 1,
Cream 1, White Pepper 1, Egg Powder 1, Whiskey 1, Honey 5 53 [48-43-50) were found to be genuine,
4 (5-4-0) sumples of New Milk were found to be adulterated and 3§ reported to be adulterated.  All'4 cnzes
were prosecuted, of which 3 were dismissed and 1 eautioned.

Bury 8t. Edmund’s is a separate Authority for the purpose of the administration of thesa Acts.
Twenty-two (24-13.26) snmples wore examined :—Milk 14 {17-13-18), Butter 4, Margarine 4 ; 19 samples
were found to be genuine and 3 ssmples of Milk were found to be adulterated. The three cases were
proscented ; 2 wore dismissed navd 1 fined. ;

MIDWIVES ACT, 1902, AND MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.—
The cost of pdministention for venr ended March 31st, 1921, £1,120 (£8068), including :—Madical Staff
E80, Health Visitors' Salaries £374 (£329), Travelling Expenses £111 (£116), Narsing Associstion Grants
snd Vees SU2T (£165), ather Expenses £120 (£273).

Staff.—One County Buperintendent of Nurses, three whele-time Health Visitors, and fwenky-
eight District Nuorse part-time Health Visitors.

Midwives,—Notifientions of intention to practise received 57 (58-G3); enses attended by Midwife
a8 Midwife 753 (T20.667), as Monthly Nurse 219 (242.208), Doctor sent for in respect of mother 79
(82-63), in vespeet of child 20 (21-15) ; deaths of mother 4 (4-T), of child & (T-11}.

Total amount of Doctors’ Fees E18S (E125 19s. 6d.), amount recovered by the end of the year
£76 165 O (£14 Ss. 0d.). ’
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Malernity and Child Welfare Contres.—Centres ave held at Bures, Pury 8t. Edmund's, Hu]luigh,
Newmarket, and Sudbury. An important feature of the work of this Department is the sale of Dried
ALilk, 1,325 (494) lha. wers sold during 1930

District Nursing Committees. —CGrants were paid by the County Couneil to the following Districk
Nursing Committees : Ieklingham, Horringer, Stradishall, Lavenham, Rattlesden, Long Melford,
Hadleizh, Cavendish, Pakenham, Boxford and Wickhambrook ; total amount puid, £239 25 5d. TFor
the year ended 31st° Maveh, 1921, £1,817 19s. 5d. was raised by District Norsing Societies or the
working expenses of 28 Nurses in 25 Distriets; of this total £376 175, 9d. was snbecribed by henefifing
mem u

Mo Wursing Bcholarships were swoarded by the Edueation Committes to nominees of the Buffolk
Nursing Association doring 1920,

VOLUNTARY MEDICAL CHARITY,. HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

West Sufﬂ-fk fieneral Hmn'mt. Bury St Hdnoned's,—Bstablished 1825, Number of beds, 100,
Putients treated 1920 : In-pationts 819 (810-1,079) ; Out-paticnts 1,995 (1,875-1,655) ; cost of ndministra-
tion £10,180 G5 Bd. (£7,033 17 04 —L£7.5097 Ts. 4d.).

&b Leonard's Hospital, Sudbury.—Established 1569, Nomber of beds, 14, and 4 cots. Number
of In-patients treated in 1920, 2258 (219 ; Out-patients, 30 32) ; cost of ndministration £1,671 1s. Gid,
(£1.439 16s. 10d.—£1,256 1595, AHd. ).

Mililenhall Cottage Hospital.—Established 1965, Number of beds, 8. Cost of administration,
L2098 J= Bd, (£254 45, SA.—L£213 Ss. Td).

HATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE ACT, - Approximate number of insured persons
in tha County, 45,000. Number of Medieal Practitioners on the Panel, 60, Cost, exclusive of Drogs,
£20,655 0a. 0Od.

MEDICAL TREATMENT OF DISABELED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.—

figures supplied by the West Suffolk War Pensions Committes, 1469 cases were dealt with in

1920, at a total cost of £6.3,923 12s. ., weluding medical foes, hospital charges, ttavelling expenses,
and allowances to men and their familics while under trestment.

OBSERVATIONS.

The County is an agricultural one, its greatest density of populstion is in the centre al Dury B8,
Bdmund's (16,612) ; the other small towns are situated at the edge of the County. Tha Urban
Digtricts have Water Supplies devived from deep wells, and all except Hadleigh, a piped service.  Thae
villages, as a rule, obtain water fron decp or shallow wells, and in some eases from ponds.

Drainage —The larger towns have sewerage ayatems ; in Hadleigh some sink wastes and other
housahald dening are connected with street putters, SBomae erude sewage anters tha rivers.

Seaverging is nod undertaken in some of the lerger villages, and the lnek of it is felt very much,

Santtary fnspection vavies considerably ; it was suspended largely durng the war when the
Banitary Ingpectors undartook other duties. In some areas it might be improved by better means of
transport for the Inspectors. The milk supply is delective in some areas and there is rogm  for more
eloanliness in colleeting and storing it.  Mesf.—Blaughtering takes place in isolated slaughterbouses
and inspection is difficult and intermittent. There are no underground bakehouses.

Infections Dizeaze administration varies. The Tsolation Hospitals do not maintain o permanent
stafl exeopt at Bury St. Edmund’s and Haverhill, where one permonent Nurse is employed. The
Hospital at Bury Bt. Edmund’s is an adapted dwelling houss with corrugated iron wards in the
garden. The Hospital at Sodbury is a temporary building, that at Haverhill is of brick with wards,
one each side of n Nurse's Cottnge. Thedwastre sends cases to Btowmarket,  Newmarket and Moulton
cntes are dealt with owtside the Distiiet. Hadleigh, Cosford, Thingoe, Brandon, Meliord and
AMildenhall make ne ragular provision for the admission of cases into Isolation Hospitals, One contral
Isolation Hospital ior the whole County is needed, whieh might with advantage be connected with the
Sanatorium,

Tuberculosis is dealt with by a County Scheme. This provides for a eombined Institution, partly
Hospital and Banatorium, with 20 beds, and a Dispensary at Bury St Edmund's. The outdoor staff
eon of the County Medical Officer and Assistant County Medical Officer, who is also a Tuberculosis
Officer ; four Health Visitors visit patienis at their homes, and arrangements are made for consaliation
with Practitioners when desived. Provision should be made for the treatment of advaoeed caszes,
non-pulmonary Tuberenlosis and children in speeial Institutions. Seven shelters aroe loaned to
patients ; the demand for and seope for the use of shelters is not what was anticipated it would bo
when Tuberculosis work wus commenced.

Venareal Disease—Owing to the srmngement of population a V.. Centre is provided ab ihe
Bhire Hall; other cases go to Camleidge, Norwich and Colehester.

. Maternity and Child Welfare Work is carried on by the Medical Stafi and Health Visitors,
muluﬂlﬂﬁﬂlﬂmﬂt Nurses. Good work is done in the various Clinies: very little ante-natal work is
done. Milk is provided when required for babics, but very few spplications have been received up to
the prosent. In all cases sines the commencement of the Scheme careful inquiries have hean made
iﬂ_*-ﬂ' the civeumstanees of the applicants for milk. No ense of Elphthalmin. Neonatorum ended in
blindness of one or both eyes; attention is drawn to the undesirability of the notifiestion of the disense
being sent to the Local Bapitary Authority and the cases being visited by a male SBanitary Inspector, a
visit from whom ean do no possible gﬁoﬂ Ha iz placed in a very awkward position and his visit is
|iklﬂ]’| to be very stromply resented. There is no lyving-in Hmpqm'l m the Coonty; cases ave
peeasionally admitted to General Hospitals for Cmsarian Section or other operative procedure. No



gpecind arrangements are made for unmarried mothers aod illegitimate ghildren. It is quitn time that
the adminisiration of the Infant Life Protection Act was administered by Auvthorities working a
Maternity and Child Welfave Scheme.  Arcangoments ave made for children under five suffering [rom
deformitics to receive treatmont by the Speeinlist Surgeon at the West Suffolk General Hn?ﬂé_pcihl under
the Couneil's Scheme.  The Superintendent Henlth Visitor also acts as Seoretary to the West Suffolk
Ezeeutive Committes of the Suffolk Nursing Assoviakion.

Sanitary Administration, as is usual in such an area, is earrded on by pavi-time Madieal Offiesrs
of Health and Sanitary Inspectors. Two of the Medical Officers of Health possess the Diploma of
Puhlic Health, one Sanitary Inspector has no qualifieations by exnmination.  As the appointments of
Medieal Offieers of Health in Thedwastra, Cosford, Sudbury, Glemslord, Mildenhall and Hadleigh arve
recent, and others arve likely to arise in the near future, the possibility of nrranging for n combined
district servies in the County should bo considered. Similar arcangements avo made in Egsex and
other Counties in which these dutics are combined with various duties performed for the County
Couneil,

Housing.—During his visit to Canmda last vear, the Connty Medien! Officer sought vainly for
information from some other country for guidance a8 to moaking a start to zolve the em, but came
back litkle wiser than he left,  There appescs to be no satisfnctory substitute for brick building for
general use. We seem to be doing as well as in other countries, but ought to be very dissatisfied with
our results considering the magnitude of the task.  Upto the presont houses have been provided almost
entively by private enterprise; many houses have received severe damage through want of repair during
the War, and unless something is done they will soon be unfit for habitation. The attention of Sanitary
Authorities is drawn lo their powers to undertake the repaivs themselves in enses of refusal and to
eharge the owner with the cost.  This power should be used disereotly. In one ense in the Meliprd
Digtrict, this course was followed and & cost of £100 incurred ; the ownoer proposed wo allow the case to
go to the Magistrates. The County Medieal Officer exnmined the Propecty, lound the werk done and
the charges for it very rensonable, and was prepaved to support the eass in Court. The owner,
however, paid the charge, so that the case was not heard.

The house is so closely related to an individual’s enviconment so as o be capable of influencing
health and charaster to an enormons degree, and we do not know how o build 1o the best advantage.
All new houses built at great economie loss Lo the community should be sapabie of being unils some
day in n properly planned town or village. Housing Authonties have not grasped these inndamental
truths, If o house has a living room with windows on both sides of it, East and West situations may
be admitted or North and Sounth: the aspect is sometimes not arranged to the best advantage for
sunshing is no longer considered only as someibing that fades the carpets.  Hotses, nowadays, t
not to fage main roads, even if they are tarred they cannod boe kept sloays free from dust.
Ketford Council have led the way in building so far as numbers are coneernad | only 7 parishes out of
2] are receiving no new houses.

Attention is spwiu%y drawn to the following extraet from the report of De. Storck, Medical Officer
of Health for Bury 5t. Edmund’s, in support of his poliey :—
“ The provision of new houses is ovidently gnin% to be o slow process, and it is difhicult to
deal with unsatislnetory conditions with the encrgy and promptitude that are desirable. The 14
new honses completed during the year Labe cost on the sverage £1,100 to build ; the rents dn:;gad
vary from £26 to £27 6=, d, por pnnum, . The average nnnber of persons whom they accommodate
is 339, five of thom holding only two persons each. The annual loss per head is €8 13 6d.°
Presumably, if the object is to find extra housing for as many people as possible, attention should
he directed loss to letting houses built by State aid to small families who ean afford something like
an egonomic rent, than to eatting the loss by letting them to lavger families af even o smaller renk.
This is a question on which thers is likely to be a wide divergence of opinion between the Ministry
of Health and the Treasury ; and the Town Couneil, tied as it is by the promise of a grant from
the latter, will probably consider it wise to place monetary considerations first.”

The oceapation of the tenants of the new houses at Haverhill 15 of interest : 1, Shop Assistant ; 3,
Prudentinl Assurance Apent ; 3, Manager Central Meat Co. ; 4, Manager Tnternational Seores ; 5, Dental
Burgeon: 6. Maneger of Uinema ; 7, Master Carpenter; 8, Tailor Oofter to Co.op. Stores. It ig said
ihat many of these tenants came oub of lodgings, so that they ave not setiing free hounses for others
less able to pay the rent required by the Conneil. [t comes to thig, if marcied people baveno ehildren,
in some cases a8 the result of deliberate intention, they enn offord to pay o rent more nearly a
ing an eeonomic rent than the father of a lemily, but if the loss on the house is from £40 to EG0 per
annum per house, taking £50 as the mean, it costs £25 to bouse each unit of population housed in spoh
a house when the lumily consists of 2 persons only. If the house is let at 5 - 2 week less, the loss would ba
L3 a year; if the tenank is a man with six children, the loss per unit becomes E7 175, 6d., and this
family is likely to be much more profitable to the State in other ways. To get a grip on this question,
# loeal newspaper described the policy of leitiug houses to large families as one of * Women and
children first,” which has been our English poliey on many brving cconsions, and it is undoubbedly
the one we ought to adopt now.

The relation of Inndlord and tenant is an aneient inztitution ; it bas often bean very unsatisfactory
from a Publie Health point of view. The good tenant who wounld not spoil the hoase, the man without
children who would pay his renk, was considersd the best of all tenants. It is difficals to convines
Loeal Authorities when they become landlords that they must take o wider view and aesist in rearing
a stronger race.  Bome time ago in o newspaper artiele it was suggested that there should be o large
picture of o baby in every Council Chamber, and the policy debated thers should be settled mainly on
its influence on the growing child, If this were done many of these problems would be much simpler
and eazier to solve than they are at present,

i Htclmniﬂ,g-inura!t at & per oinl.










