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INTRODUCTION
By 8. C. GAWNE, M.D,, B.S. Lond.,, MR.CS,, LR.C.P, D.CH,,
D.P.H., Barrister-at-Law.
(Acting Medical Officer of Health from lst April, 1946).
[To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HEALTH COMMITTEE. }

(GENTLEMEN,

It is my sad duty to present to you this Report on the health of the
West Lancashire Rural District for 1943, prepared by your late Medical
Officer of Health, Dr. H. E. Marsden.
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It is unnecessary for me to dwell upon Dr. Marsden’s services
to the Rural District during the 20 years he held office, or to his
sterling qualities, personal and professional ; they are well-known to all
with whom he came in contact. It is perhaps not inappropriate that it
should fall to me to present his last Report, for apart from being fortunate
enough to be counted as one of his personal friends, it was my lot, as an
Officer of the County Council, to be associated with him on many cccasions
in matters relating to the public health. The Rural District was indeed
well-served, and it is characteristic of the man that the Report for 1945
was already in an advanced state of preparation before the beginning of
April this year when he met his untimely death.

Little remains for me to add to the Report, but you may wish me to
refer to the more salient features. There was a considerable falling off in
the birth-rate during 1945, the higure for the year being 16.4 per 1,000
population, as against 19.7 in 1944, This was a reflection of the trend
throughout the country as a whole, the corresponding rates for England
and Wales being 17.6 and 16.1 respectively.

The Death Rate was 10.1 per 1,000 population, a reduction of 0.3
on the figure for 1944.

A most pleasing feature is the great reduction in infant deaths
evidenced by a record low infantile mortality rate of 20 per 1,000 births.
The figure for England and Wales was 46, and for the administrative
County of Lancaster 50. The West Lancashire Rural District must
surely have achieved the distinction in 1943 of having one of the lowest
infantile mortality rates in the country.

The Maternal Mortality Rate was 1.53 per 1,000 births, a slightly
higher rate than that prevailing in 1944. The figure for England and
Wales was 1.79.

The incidence of the infectious diseases calls for little comment, but
it 15 pleasing to report a further reduction in the incidence of diphtheria.
This satisfactory trend must doubtless be due to the immunisation cam-
paign so vigorously pressed by the Rural District Council and it is to be
hoped that all parents will avail themselves of the prophylactic treatment
offered by the Council for their children.

Finally, it will be noticed that the Report has not yet regained its
pre-war dimensions. The Minister has once more asked that reports shall
be abridged, and accordingly many subjects are presented in summary form
without comment.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

S. C. GAWNE.
July, 1946.
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Section A.
STATISTICS OF THE AREA FOR 1945.

Area of the District (Acres) ... TR My L
Population (Regmstrar General's LStll‘l'I. ltc] . 38,190
Mo of inhabited houses (cnd ot 194::!} ;tcmrdlng

Rate Books ... ... . oo 11,685
Rateable Value ... .. san ke e s ame SRR MO
Sum represented by a l‘cnny Rm: TR PR . L
T e e I e R 11
Deaths ... SIS AR
Infantile Murt’iilt}' Rate per q {Jﬂﬂ bintha . ... L. 20

BIRTHS.

The number of births recorded during the year was 630, which was a
decrease of 1353 on the number for 1944. Of the total births, 318 were
males and 312 were females. There were 46 illegitimate births—26 males
and 20 females. The birth-rate per 1,000 estimated population (mid-1945)
was 10.4.

DEATHS.

The total deaths registered for the Rural District during 1945
numbered 387, the figure for 1944 being 416. This is equivalent to a
death-rate of 10.1 per 1,000 estimated population.

Maternal Mortality.

The maternal mortality rate per 1,000 births (live and still) was 1.53
against 1.27 in 1944. The corresponding figure for England and Wales
was 1.79. .

Infantile Mortality Rate.

There were 13 deaths of infants under one year, which gives an
infantile mortality rate of 20 per 1,000 births. This is a remarkable
decrease on the figure for 1944, which was 42 per 1,000 births. The rate
for England and Wales was 46 per 1,000 births.

STILL-BIRTHS.

The number of Still-births occurring during 1945 was 20, of which
14 were male and 6 female. This is equivalent to a rate of 30 per 1,000
total (live and still) births.
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CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE WEST LANCASHIRE RURAL
DISTRICT, 1945.

Causes of Death. Males. Females.

Typhoid Fever, etc. ...

Cerebro-spinal Fever ...

Scarlet Fever

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria

Tuberculosis of the R&splnmq ‘%yatgm

Other Forms of Tuberculosis e

Syphilitic Diseases

Infimensar. o oG e

Measles

Acute Polio- mthus aml l’ﬂllu r:nu;.::‘,phtl]l.].s

Acute Inf. Em:f:ph.u]:ltis

Cancer

Diabetes ! :

Intra-cranial vascular ]Eult}ﬂ*-

Heart Disease ol

Other circulatory dlﬁEdS-.S

Bronchitis

Pneumonia

Other respiratory dlsmars

Ulcer on stomach or duodenum

Diarrheea (under 2 years) .

Appendicitis i o

Other digestive diseases

Nephritis

Puerperal and mst-.nl:nartwe sepm

Other maternal causes

Premature birth ...

Congenital causes

Suicide

Road Traffic ﬁccldcnts

Other violent causes ...

All other causes ..

Deaths of infants under 1 )rmrﬁ -
Total
Legitimate
Illegitimate

Live Births: —
o i o | A R Tt T e 312
ERORTTOIR . (a5 i e i b gt St Sy R 292
Nlegitimate 26 20

Stillbirths : —
Sliptall il nn Tnl B e R 14 6
EepiehnntET e i ] S e e e R 14 6
Ilegitimate ]

2| :hl — | | |
|
I bl B2 T |

Lt
L b
L=l = L R

[ ]
Lot

S R N S O Y . A e B
-

e | Sl

|
Oh 00 Ll el s
it I'
el

—
|'HJI"-.'I
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Section B.

GENERAL PROVISIOM OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

PATHOLOGICAL REPORTS.

Specimens are sent for examination to the Bacteriological Department
of the University of Liverpool, to Messrs. Evans, Lescher and Webb's
Biological Institute at Runcorn, the Pathological Department of the
Southport Infirmary, and to the Bootle Infectious Diseases Hospital.
Emergency examinations are carried out by the staff of a Local Military
Hospital, attached to the County Hospital, Wigan Road, Ormskirk,
through the courtesy of the Ofhcer Commanding.

Three hundred and six nose and throat swabs were taken and
examined for Bacillus Diphtherie, which was found to be present in
nineteen swabs.

Of eleven swabs examined for Hamolytic Streptococci four proved
negative, and of five swabs examined for Vincent's Angina only one was
positive.

Two specimens of blood were tested for the presence of the typhoid
group of organisms, both were tound to be negative.

Three specimens of sputum were examined for tuberculosis, and one
found to be positive.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.
Medical Superintendent :
HERBERT E. MARSDEN, ].P., M.B,, Ch.B., D.P.H., Barrister-at-Law.
Matron :
Miss M. E. HARRIS, S5.R.N.

Admissions from all Districts.
1935 1936 1937 1938 1030 1040 1941 1942 1043 1944 1045

Scarlet Fever ...... 29 94 46 82 32 33 15 10 35 47 62
Diphtheria (including
CarTiers) i 28 4 36 51 65 27 81 392 12 20 38
AR L 1 — 1 1 — 3 1 2 — 11 2
WhoopingCough ... 1 6 1 1 — — 3 3 3 — 2
Enteric Fever ...... 2 — 6 — — 3 10 — = 1 —
L s B g VAT 14T 1Y L 26 171YB
Total ... 69 108 121 178 110 77 125 65 76 116 112
AMBULANCE.

The Local Authority provides ambulance facilities for infectious cases
only. The Ormskirk General Hospital and also the County Hospital at
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Ormskirk each provide ambulances for accidents and general hospital cases.
Ambulances belonging to the Merseyside Hospitals Council also operate in
the area.

The parishes formerly served by Bootle, and which are outside the
area served from Ormskirk, now derive their ambulance facilities from the
Urban District of Litherland and the Borough of Crosby.

The northern parishes are catered for by voluntary ambulance
organisations in the townships of North Meols and Tarleton.

SUMMARY OF ADMISSIONS, DISCHARGES, etc, FROM THE WEST
LANCASHIRE RURAL DISTRICT DURING THE YEAR 1945.
AUGHTON INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.

Admissions :
Scarlet Fever ... S W
Diphtheria {mcludmg carrlers) PR e |
Tonsilitis PP e SR L
AR CERITE: PRI e T R R ST
W Booping: EoTgh Vo, o i Tl et W PN
Erysipelas Ty I I R, NEA
79
These admissions were from the following townships : —
Aintree «es Two cases of Scarlet Fever.
Aughton «.o  One case of Diptheria, four cases of Scarlet Fever, one
case of Tonsilitis, and one case of Vincents Angina.
Ford ves  Two cases of Scarlet Fever, one case of Diphtheria, two
cases of Diphtheria carriers.
Maghull .« One case of Diphtheria, one case of observation

Diphtheria, one case of Diphtheria carrier, one case of

Erysipelas, twenty-four cases of Scarlet Fever, two

cases of Tonsilitis, two cases of Whooping Cough.
Scarisbrick ... Three cases of Scarlet Fever.

Netherton ... Six cases of Scarlet Fever, one case of Erysipelas, three
cases of Diphtheria, five cases of Diphtheria c:u'ners

Bickerstaffe ... One case of Tonsilitis.

Thornton .« One case of Tonsilitis.
Banks ... Three cases of Scarlet Fever, one case of Tonsilitis.
Lydiate ««« Two cases of Scarlet Fever, one case of observation

Scarlet Fever, one case of Diphtheria, one case of
Diphtheria carrier.

Halsall .. One case of Vincents Angina, one case of observation
Diphtheria.

Sefton «s  One case of Scarlet Fever.
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11
Discharges :

Scarlet Fever ot e Rl S S S |
Diphtheria (including carriers) ... ... ... ... 19
Tonsilitis ey 6
Vincents Angina . g 7
Whooping Cough . s
Erysipelas v 2
DthErS ¥ * LR ] LR LE LEE ] 1

Total ... 80

ADMISSIONS FROM OTHER DISTRICTS.

Skelmersdale

Urmskirk

BEEATH s e v e
Litherland

Loctock Hall: ... oo yus
B 1y s e A

One case of Diphtheria, one case of
obhservation Diphtheria, one case of
Measles.

Three cases of Diphtheria, two cases of
Diphtheria carrier, three cases of obser-
vation Diphtheria, four cases of Mumps,
one case of Measles, six cases of Scarlet
Fever.

Three cases of Scarlet Fever.

Two cases of Scarlet Fever.

One case of Scarlet Fever.

One case of Vincents Angina, one case
of Diphtheria, and two cases of Scarlet
Fever.

The outside work in connection with the hospital was as follows : —

For West Lancashire Rural District.

Journeys with ambulance for patient ...
Journeys wtih ambulance for bedding ...

Houses attended for disinfection ...
MNo. of times disinfector used
Rooms sprayed ... ...

Schools sprayed ... ...

Articles stoved o

For Skelmersdale Urban District.

Journeys with ambulance for patient ...
Journeys with ambulance for bedding ...

Houses attended for disinfection ...
MNo. of times disinfector used
Rooms sprayed

Articles stoved

126
131
135



Other Districts.

Ormskirk U.D.C.
Fazakerley ...
Freshfield ...
SEAFORtH ol e ass
Myrtle Street Hospital,
Liverpool
Wigan Infirmary
Royal Infirmary,
Liverpool

Journeys for patient ...

£ 1]

12

ch
"

L

51

ER ]

3

R E
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MIDWIVES RESIDENT IN THE DISTRICT AT
31st DECEMBER, 1945.

Mis. J. Dawson, ™ Franklyn,” Southport Road, Scansbrick ... S.C.M.
Mrs. E. Bibby, 160, Northway, Maghull ... ... ... ... ... S.CM.
Miss M. A. Bond, New Street, Halsall ... ... S.C.M.
Mrs. J. E. MacKellar, Flnzh,er Post Cottngc Llw.'rpoul R-:had,
Aughton e S.CM.
Miss Ruth Freeman, Dlutl‘ltt Num,, Burnmde Gﬂrse L1|1e*
Tarleton A TR ol
Miss A. Vidler, 94, l‘1rk Ll ne, Nt.,'lkrll:_rn N PO SN & - N o S £ [
Miss G. Johnson, District NI..I.I';L,, " Burnside,” Gorse LEI.HE-,
Tarleton 54 . S.CM.
Miss E. V. Kernick, 94, Park Lam: Nethertcm Lwcrpuﬂl lﬂ S.CM.
Miss A. V. Irwin, 137, Liverpool Road South, Maghull ... ... S.C.M.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936—NURSING HOMES.

Mrs. A. L. M. Blogg, * Holmleigh,”
213, Liverpool Road North,

Maghull ess  «». One maternity case.
The Misses Mary A. thrtc}n and
E. J. Jones,
32, Gainsborough Avenue,
Maghull .o ... Two maternity or medical cases.

Mrs. E. M. Storey-Bates,
* Northgate,” Strathnaver,
Town Green Lane, Aughton ... Five maternity and four medical
cases.

VACCINATION OFFICERS.

Name. District.

N. Bottomley, Bickerstaffe, Bispham, Scarisbrick,
5, Liverpool Road. | Aughton, Simonswood.
Skelmersdale.

N. C. Lyon, Altear, Aughton, Downholland, Hal-
74, Wigan Road, sall, Lydiate, Maghull, Melling.
Ormskirk.

J. Webster, Hesketh Bank, North Meols, Rufford,
22, Derby Street, Tarleton.

Ormskirk.

H. D. Plevin, Ince Blundell, Thornton, Sefton,

43, Crosby Road, including Lunt, Ford, Netherton,

Waterloo. Aintree.
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PUBLIC YACCINATORS.

H. W. E. Croft,
The Gables,
Croston.

R. G. R. Burrows,
Sefton View,
Maghull.

. W. P. O'Regan,

Mansion House,

Ormskirk.

. A. B. Sykes,

* Ashurst,”
Formby.

Dr. W. F. Jones,

Dr

253, County Road,
Walton, Liverpool.

. J. F. Webb,

* Newlyn,”

Crosby Road North,

Seaforth.

W. H. Nowak,
(Temporary)

2, Litherland Park,

Litherland.

Bispham, Hesketh Bank, Rufford,
Tarleton, North Meols.

Downholland,  Lydiate, Maghull,
Melling, Simonswood.

Aughton, Bickerstaffe, Halsall, Scaris-
brick.

Altcar.

Aintree.

Ince Blundell, Thornton.

Sefton, including Lunt, Ford, Nether-
ton, Aintree.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTAMNCES OF THE AREA.—WATER SUPPLY.

The following table summarises the water supplies in the Rural District
for the year eended 31st December, 1945.

SUMMARY OF WATER SUPPLIES for the Year Ending Dec. 31st, 1945.

| ToTAL

IL SUPPLIED FROM PUBLIC MAIN. Smu [-r;lul:.lﬂlﬁnng:
| l Wﬂ!s

PARISHES. §= 4 Eg '5? 5

HE: 5 p O M - -

R Eg IR

Hadan ik sie :

Aintree ... .1 —| —| 72 —| — = —=| 7H| —] —=| — 74|10
Altcar —| =] = =] = =| 19| 9| —| 25| — 24| 877
Aughton. oo wd—].—| ) —} 2 ==l o051 "o83] =] s —ip50l. 003
Bickerstafie 6| —| —| —| —| —| 34| 30| — 8l — 358| 930
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Hesketh Bank ..| —| —| —| —| —| 52| —| 52| — | 2|—1 528| 996
Yave Blandsll «od = =1123] = =| =| =1 23| — [ Sl | 12l o5
Lydiate 0 [ e e T
Magholl ... ool — | —| —| =| 4| — | 2553| 2557 | — | 14| —} 2571 994
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North Meols — e R R R e s
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SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

The following conversions have been effected during the year: —

Privies to Waterclosets ... ... ... ... 4
Pails to Waterclosets ... ... ... ... 9
Privies to Pails ST o) T SRR R
Fixed Receptacles to Metal Bins ... ... 4
SUMMARY OF CONVYERSIONS FOR THE YEARS 1936—1945.
Privies to Pails to Privies Asghpits
Year, Water Closets. Water Clusets. to Pails. to Bins,
1936 22 i1 8 27
1937 e 035 10 7 182
1938 e 47 7 15 74
1939 . 29 — 12 41
1940 e 10 2 13 4
1941 1 =3 = .
1942 3 26 18 19
1943 10 1 4 9
1944 = 5 — 32 34
1945 ia 4 9 17 4
SANITARY CONVENMIENCES, 1945.
CLOSET ACCOMMODATION. REFUSE ACCOMMODATION.
Diry Privy
W.C.'s Pails Privies Ashpits  Ashpits Bins
Aintree ... ... ... 1716 1 7 2 6 715
Altcar P e T [ 19 69 15 67 112
Haghton ... ... ... 863 5 89 9 88 837
Bickerstaffe ... ... 90 75 193 14 193 165
Bispham' ... ... .. 8 7 3 1 51 T
Downholland ... ... 27 15 130 14 130 26
Ford SRR A - | 6 14 — 14 203
Beleall s s il and 51 272 i1 260 265
Hesketh Bank S 136 162 2 160 349
Ince Blundell ... ... 64 1 36 25 51 36
Tapdiate ool wonr e O 28 108 20 108 315
Maghull - -... ..o 2307 14 50 11 50 2513
Melling ... ... ... 209 15 114 —- 106 305
MNetherton DL R i — 9 — 9 913
North Meols ... ... 292 271 153 —_ 152 557
Palbord: £ s aen: wde- 109 58 79 1 79 257
Scarisbrick aan )l L 5 RO a0 333 6 333 506
Sefton AL S AR 11 1 51 6 48 57
Simonswood ... ... 22 1 43 5 45 18
Tardeton o mdk o s ol 136 289 & 288 Jl9
Thornton S | 1 19 — 18 372

TOTALR"  ..x ses. ien SIBS 911 2293 162 2256 9139
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REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTORS
FOR THE
WEST LANCASHIRE RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL.
YEAR 1945.

Numberof Nusances found ... . v s sae eee aee ame. 14
Number of Muisances abated ... .. v cve cor wae aie een S84
Nuisances abated without service of notice ... ... .. .. ... 91
Ereliminary noticea'served: -0 ... in o nT LI TaarTET TanT XA
Preliminary notices complied with ... ... i i wie wew ean 289
Seatitary notces BErved ..t .. ldde bms e sses e, wen Z
Statutory notices complied with ... o coi cee sei aes wes 2
DRy o e e e SR R [
B e e B e el b —
Dairies: Limewashing required ... ... ... . cci sci ees asa 23
L T e e e L I T e -
el ANOUANET e caes. vnnn. hn bt e o e na o i 2
Pactories with mechanical power ... ... . i i wi e 58
Factories with mechanical power—new registrations ... ... ... -
Factories without mechanical power ... ... ... cic o wee aea . 118

Factories limewashing required ... ..o ada sss sss  wos ase wes 7
e T R A i o T e 31
Scavenging : —

MNumber of receptacles emptied ... ... ... ... oo 255,098
Jotal number of IMBPPEHONE  cov  iaw wre wss sew asa ade e 2,138
Samples obtatied Tor analyaia: ... i wis he Resl i s aee 42

Woater supplies (P.H.A., 1936, Sec. 138) ... vev voe cee vee ous 4

Conversions : —
EEey - WatersElnaet - * LUoa Gt bl Vi e e e 4
Pail o Warer Lloaet = om0 5% o e e 9
BEey o Pl S e R CaE e s e s 17
Fixed Receptacles to metal bins ... ... ... ... i s o 4

Slaughterhouses —
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SCHOOL HYGIENE.

The sanitary conditions of the schools are generally satisfactory, but
in many, repairs to fabric and improvement of playground surfaces are
badly needed.

Improvements have been effected in several schools during the year.

An improvement in the lichting in the infant department at the Ince
Blundell R.C. School has been accomplished by the insertion of glass
windows in the partition between that department and the Senior School.
The sanitary provision at this school is not satisfactory.

Considerable repairs to the fabric have been carried out at the Mere
Brow C.E. 8chool, Tarleton.

At the Sefton Council School the drainage system was thoroughly
overhauled in July, 1945. The playground here is bad in wet weather, and
the advisability of having it concreted should be considered.

Attention to playground surfaces is required at Netherton R.C.
School, Mere Brow C.E. School, Holmeswood Methodist School and
Haskayne C.E. School.

SCHOOL CLINICS.
LITHERLAND CLINIC, LINACRE ROAD.

Monday 10—12 a.m. Dental.
10—12 a.m. Ante-natal. Clinic alternate Mondays.
Dr. Mayeur and Dr. Barker attend
alternate sessions.
2— 4 p.m. Dental.
2— 4 p.m. Child Welfare Centre. Dr. Barker and
tWO NUrses.
Tuesday 10—12 a.m. Minor Ailments.
2— 4 p.m. Dental.
Wednesday 10—12 a.m. 5
2— 4 p.m. a
Thursday ... 10—12 a.m. Ophthalmic,
10—12 a.m. Orthopadic. Nurse every Thursday.
Surgeon attends second Thursday of
each monthly only.
2— 4 p.m. Dental.
MAGHULL CLINIC, PARISH INSTITUTE.
Monday 10—12 am. Minor Ailments. Nurse only for
dressings.
Thursday ... 2— 4 pm. Child Welfare Centre., Dr. Barker

Friday

attends alternate weeks.

10—12 am. Minor Ailments.
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ORMSKIRK CLINIC, GENERAL HOSPITAL.

Monday ... ... a.m. Minor Ailments.
21— 4 pm. Child Welfare Centre.
pm. Orthopedic. Nurse every Tuesday.
Surgeon attends second Tuesday in
each monthly only.

Wednesday ... p.m. Minor Ailments. Nurse only for
dressings.
Friday ... ... am.and p.m. Dental.

LATHOM AND BURSCOUGH, OLD COUNCIL OFFICES, LATHOM.

Thursday ... ... 2— 4 p.m. Child Welfare Centre. Medical Ofhcer
attend alternate weeks.

BANKS CLINIC, GRAVEL FARM, GRAVEL LANE.

Wednesday ... am. Minor Ailments. (Alternate weeks
only.)
am. Child Weltare Centre. (Alternate
weeks only.)

Friday ... ... am.and p.m. Dental.
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The following is a list of Schools in the district : —

Divigion

Mo, SCHOOL.

6 | Hesketh-with-Becconsall C.E.

6 |North Meols, Banks Primitive

Methodist

6 |North Meols, St. Ste:phens

6 | Tarleton, Mere Brow C.E. ...

6 T'l.rlcn:m BB

6 | Tarleton Council

19 |Halsall Central School

19 |Haskayne C.E. ...

19 |Bickerstaffe C.E.

19 |(Maghull CE. ...

19 |Maghull Senior ... ...

19  [Maghull St. George's RC.

19 |Maghull Dover Road Infants ...
19 |Melling (Aughton) R.C. ... ...
19 |Melling C. of E. ...

19 |Scarisbrick St. Mtrks C. E

19 |Scarisbrick St. Mary’s R.C.

19  |Scarisbrick Council ...

19 | Aughton Christ Church

19 |Aughton Parochial

19 |Lydiate R.C.

19 |Lydiate C.E. ...

19 |Rufferd CE. ...

19 |Rufford Hulmes“rmd Mﬁthﬂdlsf
19 |Bispham Free Grammar ... ...
20 |Ince Blundell R.C.

20 |Netherton R.C. . =

20 |Netherton T&:mpurar}r Council ..
20  |Sefton Council .
20 |Aintree Tﬂmpﬂrir}r Cnuncﬂ

Schiool
Men

Mo. of children normally
resident im the District
attending the schoaol.

24
25
26
27

30
31
13
16

17

14
15
32
33
34
20
21
19
15
22
23
24

73 infants and juniors.

29 infants, 110 mixed.
104 infants and mixed.
55 infants and mixed.
40 infants, 65 juniors.
37 infants, 73 juniors
and 83 seniors.
90 juniors, 53 seniors.
13 infants and juniors.
103 infants and juniors.
144 infants and juniors.
261 juniors.
52 infants, 36 juniors,
22 seniors.
249 infants and juniors.
56 infants and juniors.
115 infants and mixed.
22 infants, 22 juniors.
115 infants and mixed.
50 infants and juniors.
30 infants, 64 juniors.
15 infants, 38 juniors.
63 infants and mixed.
86 infants and mixed.
12 infants, 35 mixed.
47 infants and mixed.
24 infants. 37 mixed.
41 infants and mixed.
24 infants, 26 mixed.
220 infants and juniors.
21 infants and mixed.
211 infants and juniors.

SCHOOL CLOSURE.

It was not found necessary to close any of the schools during the
year owing the presence of infectious disease.
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Section D.
HOUSING.

STATISTICS.

Number of new houses erected during the year: —

(a) Total (including numbers given sep: lrateiy under {b] =
(i) By the local authority e R S R —_
(i} By cother local authorifies ... ... . oo o i —
(iii) By other bodies or persons ... ... ... .. .. —

(b) With State assistance under the Housing Acts: —

(i) By the local authority (included under (a) (i) above) -
(ii) By other bodies (included under (a) (iii) above) ... --

Total number of dwelling-houses in the Rural District at 31st
19, o £ b R e R e s e

1. InspecTtion oF DweLLiNG-Houses iN THE RuraL DisTRICT
DURING THE YEAR :—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for hou.aing
defects (under Public Health and Housing ﬁct&} S R
~ (b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... ... . 846
(2) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses (included under suI:: head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under the

Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ... ... ... ... 281
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... ... ... 310

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation ... 7

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to under the
preceding sub-head) found not to be in all respects fit for
human habitation 46

2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF
ForMaL NOTICE : —
Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence of informal
action by the Local Authority or their officers ... ... ... 18
3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR:—
A. Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,
1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs ... ... SRR 5

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ]CIILILI‘E{I ﬁt after
service of formal notices : —

Ln

(a) By owners :
(b) By Local !"Luthunty in default of owners ... ... ... —
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B. Proceedings under Public Mealth Acts:—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ... ... ... —

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which dﬂfﬂ:t& were
remedied after service ot ftormal notices:—

(a) By owners ... g e AR —_
(b) By Local ﬂuthunt}r in df.'fau]t -'::f OWDEYS  ioi  iun —
C. Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936:—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which demolition
orders were made —
(2) Number ot dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of :
demolition orders -

D. Proceedings under Section 20 of the Housing Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ... ... ... —

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenements or room having been rendered fit ... ... ... —_

Section E.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVYISION OF FOOD.
DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND PURYEYORS OF MILK.

The Milk and Dairies Order of 1936 made provisions for securing
the cleanliness of dairies, etc., and for protecting milk against infection and
contamination.

During 1945 twenty-three requests for limewashing of cowsheds had
to be made. The work was carried out in all cases.

| TABLE 1.
Number of New Dairies Number of
Registered Application Removed Registered
Dairies at for Registration from Dairies at
end of 1944 Hegistration Refused Register end of 1045
121 . - 3 122

The total number of registrations is made up as follows:-—

96 cowkeepers, 8 retail purveyors resident in the district, and
18 retail purveyors of milk non-resident.
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TABLE 2.
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MiLk SampLiNG.—Thirty-three samples of milk were taken by the
Inspectors during the year.

Twenty-seven of these samples were for Tuberculosis, all of which
proved to be negative.

Six samples were submitted for Methylene blue reduction and bacterial
count, five proved satisfactory and one unsatisfactory.

All the examinations were carried out by the Pathological Department
of the Liverpool University.

Thirty-one samples were taken in the district under the Food and
Drugs Act, 1938.

The total number of dairy inspections made during the year was 225,
and the approximate number of cows 1,350.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

As from July, 1940, this Act has been administered by the County
Sanitary Inspectors. The work was previously carried out by the County

Police.

The accompanying figures have been supplied by the County
Council : —
Samples taken. Number. Prosecutions.

1 s S ek e 3l 1

BAKEHOUSES.

There are fifteen bakehouses in the district, distributed as follows:
Aughton 4, Bickerstaffe 1, Hesketh Bank 1, Maghull 4, North Meols 1,
Scarisbrick 1, Tarleton 3. The premises are kept in a good condition.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.
Private slaughtering was abolished at the commencement of the war.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.
INFESTATION ORDER, 1943.

The Council’'s Rodent Operator was called to H.M. Forces in March,
1945. Thus the survey begun in 1944 was interrupted. In September,
the services of another operator was obtained, who continued with the
survey and inspection work in various parishes. Infestation of a minor
character only was found and dealt with satisfactorily. Re-inspection and
test baits were laid some two or three months later and in most cases no
re-infestations were found.

The treatment of sewers and Sewage works was carried out by the
Surveyor's Department, and good results were obtained. Re-treatment is
carried out periodically to prevent any serious re-infestation.
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The co-operation of the Lancashire War Agricultural Executive
Committee is often sought for the treatment of farm lands and ditches
adjacent to dwelling-houses and factorics and good results are always

obtained.

The work under the Infestation Order was continued during the year
and at the 31st December the following particulars were revealed of the
work carried out since the 9th November, 1943, the date of the Ministry
of Food's directions : —

1. Number of premises surveyed ... ... ... ... ... ... 3381

2. Number of premises found to be infested : —

Regervoic inbestationg ... s oo iiw cmas mie | mohs o tes —
Majnr n e RO ] LR LR R R L] E
Minﬂl’ " wEw ren r ExY aE d aEE IDT

3. Number of premises disinfected up to the 31st December, 1945 : —

Reservoir infestations ... ... cee cer mes ser  wew —

Majﬂr i3] *FF *ER + ¥ 8 LN a8+ e LR R S
Minor = S e R R L
4. SEWER:—

Test baiting has been carried out at several points on
the Council’s sewerage system, and in consequence of these
tests parts of the sewerage system have been treated in
accordance with the Divisional Rodent Ofhcer’s instructions.

5. AGRICULTURAL LAND:—

As this district is mainly an agricultural one, co-opera-
tion, where necessary, is made at all times with the War
Agricultural Executive Committee.

GAMMEXANE.

A supply of gammexane was obtained in August, 1945, and was first
used on a Council tip in Banks, which was found heavily infested with
crickets.

The procedure adopted was :—

(a) An examination of the surfaces was made with rakes to ascertain
the degree and location of the infestation.

(b) A liberal dusting of gammexane applied, using dust sprayers, to
the infested surfaces.

(c) On the portion of tip face most recently in use, a covering of earth
was applied after the initial dusting, and then a top dusting was
given.
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The tip was left for a week and then re-examined, and the result was
found to be very satisfactory. A heavy kill had taken place and little
evidence was seen of surviving crickets.

After a further inspection in a month’s time, practically no evidence
of crickets was found.

The claim of residual toxicity of gammexane appears to be fully
justified.

As regards fly infestation, several house kitchens and larders have been
sprayed after the removal of foodstuffs, with excellent results in spite of
the rather objectional smell which persists for two or three weeks after-

W

Used in cowsheds, the results have been most encouraging, and the
smell in these instances has not been so marked.

As a cockroach killer in dwelling-houses a mixture of gammexane and
pyrethrum is used, and provided the dust is well sprayed into crevices and
sub-floor spaces, excellent results have been obtained.

Similarly, an infestation of ants in a dwelling-house was successfully
treated; the nest in this case was found in the sub-floor space adjacent to
the hearth,

FACTORIES.

The total number of Factories with and without mechanical power is
176. 235 inspections were made, and seven defects were found and

remedied during 1945.

1.—INSPECTIONS.
Including Inspections made by the Sanitary Inspectors.

Premises. Inspections. Notices. Prosecutions.
Factories with mechanical power ... 48 — —
Factories without mechanical power .. 187 — —_
Tﬂtﬂlﬁ Y 135‘ _— .
2—DEFECTS FOUND.
Particulars of Nuisances No. of Defects.
under Public Health Acts. Found. Abated.

Want of cleanliness ... ... 7 7
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MEAT INSPECTION.

Place. Weight Condemned.
Tons. cwt. qtr. Ibs.
Aintree Cold Stores ... ... ... 14 2 —- 34
Various Retail Shops ... ... 1 - 38

14 3 -— 72

The inspections carried out at the Aintree Cold Stores consisted of
Imported Meat and Meat Products, practically all of which was damaged
during transit to this country by enemy action at sea.

In other parts of the district a number of tins of assorted foodstuffs
and other foods were condemned.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The Scap Works situated in Park Lane, Netherton, is under good
management, and the conditions are satisfactory.

Section F.

PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES STATISTICS.

) i
Ll i.""".- — MR | | i“ | L :E.L—,. E é-; "
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DIPHTHERIA.

Central Clinics are held at certain of the schools in the Rural District
where children from the neighbouring schools attend for immunisation
treatment, together with pre-school children from the surrounding districts.
In addition, a fortnightly clinic is held at the Ormskirk Council Offices,
and a monthly clinic at the Maghull Parish Institute. Treatment is also
offered to all convalescents at the Infectious Diseases Hospital who are
recovering from complaints other than Diphtheria.

Diphtheria incidence was slichtly lower than that in the previous
year, seven cases having been notiied. Nine carriers were discovered.
Immunisation would appear to account for the low incidence of the disease.
Four of the cases were over school age.

DIPHTHERIA IN THE WEST LANCASHIRE RURAL DISTRICT,
1935—1945.

!1?35 1?3&!19&?!19L‘i]mi‘rjlﬂ-m]lw]]lWE‘IMJhMﬂINS
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DIPHT 4ERIA.

Number of persons, in age groups, completely immunised, or found to be
Schick Negative : —

Age 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945
Under [_T REEEEE 7 Y =
1 Year — - 3 2 3 2 1 2 14 41 30 22 17
Total under
I Vear—=- 4 6 12 |18 13 7 410 88 [220 203 181 25 @ mnder s
vears at end
of 1945
AL 2 f 3 wm 22 21 14 24 11 173 71 47 76
1181
Ao g 4 14 11 15 18 10 33 97 137 55 17 23
g2 vaa L L6 GoE can oA l 24 102 144 63 26| 13
B o hE 26 43 | 72 103 75 I 127 | 188 225 139 87 28
6y (T8 M T ‘53 71 3 8 157 [124 90 51 19 Total 5-9
years at end
of 1945
¥ o7 41 14 40 46 46 1o a7 111 66 51 0 11
; 2217
gL e 2 H S W ‘ P S R b
9 . XM X 18 15 33 20 16 ' 2B o9 50 3 i i}
0 ,, 5 27 22 2 17 30 12 15 ‘ (i%] 38 20 Q 3
| [ R 19 22 15 22 18 11 11 45 20 30 3 7  Total 10-14
=== years at end
of 1945
12 ,, 58 23 0 19 1y 26 3 5 g0 31 28 3 3
3 13 Jo 12 14 ] 2 2027
13 ,. 44 28 11 10 5 7
T M W IR TR T e S R R SRl TR = 1
15 ]."E:-II'S] =T 1 5 1 .B 2 7 2 j — —_ z JTDtII.I over
and over 15 years at
en-;f of 1945
2027
Total 631 353 223 330 445 428 198 507 1181 1352 892 483 420 7452
* November, 1932, to December, 1933,
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SCARLET FEVER.
Scarlet Fever incidence was high during 1945, 121 cases being notified.

All cases were of mild type, but it was necessary to remove 62 of them
to hospital. The general policy is to remove to hospital such cases of
Scarlet Fever as are living under overcrowded conditions, or in such circum-
stances that they may become conveyors of infection through inefficient
izolation.

The following table shows the incidence and mortality from Scarlet
Fever during the past ten years:—
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MEASLES.

The subjeined table indicates the incidence and fatality of this disease
during the last ten years:—
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| 1936 | 1937 | 1938 f 1939 | 1940 |' 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945
sssthomd aise S i o' el |

Cases l 07 I115 | 125 37 | 360 1292 |J? 178 | 180 | 138

Measles is now a notifiable infectious disease, and this fact accounts
for the apparent increase in the number of cases occuring since 1940.
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WHOOPING COUGH.
These remarks also apply to Whooping Cough. 36 cases of whooping
cough were notified, as against 58 in 1944 and 30 in 1943,
MATERNAL MORTALITY.
No deaths were registered during 1945 as being due to puerperal

disease; there was one death recorded from other maternal causes,

TUBERCULOSIS.

Summary of notifications under the Public Health (Tuberculosis
Regulations, 1930) received during 1945 : —
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NEW CASLS DEATHS.

Age Periods. Non- Non-
Rewplratur} Respiratory. Respiratory. Respiratory.
Years M. F M. F M. E M. F.
ek s oo — = b e e - = e = -
5—10 ... ... - = T = e = ol Eaa ] e
5—10 ... ... - - 1 - = = 4 - =
10—15 ... ... - = Walt = - - - =
15—20 ... ... - 3 1 - - - - -
20—25 ... ... - RIS TR 1 - 1 - - -
25—35 ... ... 1 7 - 3 2 1 - -
35—45 ... ... 10 2 1 - = - =
45—55 ... ... 2 1 - 1 | 1 - 1
35—65 2 2 e - 1 - - -
65 and upwa.rds 1 - - - Z 50 (-
INAE ... 4 3 FA 1 F
TUTALS fa— P —_— e — —

38 9
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The Urban Districts of Ormskirk and Skelmersdale and the Rural
District of West Lancashire are included in Dispensary Area No. 3, with
Headquarters at the Dispensary, ™ Ellesmere,” Crosby Road North,
Waterloo. Dispensary Sessions are held there on Mondays and Wednes-
days at 2 p.m. X-ray examinations are performed on Thursday morning
at 10 o'clock. Evening consultations may be arranged by appointment.
Dr. C. Berry is the Consultant Tuberculosis Officer for the area, and has,
as his Staff, two Assistant Tuberculosis Officers and six Tuberculosis Nurses,

A Pulmonary Hospital of 532 beds is situated at Rufford.

NOTIFICATIONS ON FORM 1. BY MEDICAL OFFICERS
OF H{JEPIT:"&LS

Public Salmturm am‘l Military
Assistance Pulmonary and General
Huaspital. Haospitals. Haspitals.
Pulmonary :
Male f -— 11 i
Female ... - 9 —=
Non-Pulmonary :
Male & = 2o 1
Female ... — — 1

The f[;]luwing_ table 1s an an;ﬂy&ts of the OCCupations of the 47 new
cases of tuberculosis notified during 1945 :—
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Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.

Occupation. Males. Females.  Males. Females.

Housewife — 8 -
Clerk
Labourer
Cook
Waiter ...
Market Gardene:
Shop Assistant
Nurse
POMEE 0 ' il aed s
Ship Steward ... ... ...
PRMEE ol G o e
Farm Hand: .0 i oees
Machinist
Naval Lieutenant ——
Lang Agent ... =
Inspector {Pn,clsmu Tr.:ur;-]s} e
Manager i 2
Occupation Unknown e
Bl - NIAEEE © day. ada i - - 1
1
1
1

B e e

-\.\]'—I—‘-l-l—l-'F-ll—l-{'\-njl-l-‘-l—l-l
I

Schoolchild s —
BRODEEE S0l i e e —— e

Child — e

— = o=

22 16 4 b

4
1

In forty-five houses inspected during the year by reason of tuberculosis
inmates, 17 cases were found not to be sleeping in separate bedrooms, and
in each of these cases 13 were not even sleeping in separate beds. Three
cases slept in separate bedrooms.

PNEUMONIA.

Twenty-one cases of pneumonia were notified during 19435, a decrease
of eighteen on the figure for 1944, Deaths from pneumonia numbered 11.

There are no facilities locally for the typing of pneumococei and for
the provision of appropriate type sera, such work being of necessity per-
formed in one of the large towns adjacent to the District.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.
(Epidemic Encephalitis.)

No new notifications were received during 1943, and there was only
one death due to the disease.












