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STAFF OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
Medical Officer of Health, Chief Tuber- W. BStott, M.B., B.5., D.P.H.

eulosis Oificer, School Medical Officer Appointed February, 1927,
Deputy M.O.H. and Clinical Tuberculosis H. L. Oldershaw, M.B., B.S,,

Officer and Asst. School Modieal M.R.CS., LR.CP., D.PH.

Officer, Appointed April, 1927,

Resigned 25th August, 1929,
Deput} M.O.H. and Clinical Tuberculosis R. N. Curnow, M.R.C.8,, L.R.C.P,,

Officer and Asst, School Medical M.B. BS., IDDP.H.
Officer. Appointed July, 1928,
Agsistant M.O.H. and School Medical A, Anderson, MB., Ch. B, D.P.H,
Officer. Appointed August, 1929,
Chief Sanitary Inspector, Inspector of H. H. Speam, C.R.S.I., F.8.1.A,,
Food and Drugs, Superintendent Appointed March, 1899,

of Removal of Befuse.

W. W. Foakes, C.1R.8.1., M.S.LA.,
Cert. Meat Inspection.
Appointed January, 1919,

G. H. shaw, C.RS8.1., M.5.1A.,
Cert. Meat Inspection.

District Sanitary Inspectors ... . Appointed  Febroary, 1914,
(Appeinted Sanitary Inspector
July, 1924.)

J. E. Austin, Cert. 8.1.B., M.3.1.A.
Cort. Meat Inspection.
Appointed August, 1927,

Probationary Inapector . F.A. Oakes, Appeinted June, 1919
{Appointed Prob. San. Insp.

May, 1928).

Senior Tuberculos.s Sister ... Sister C. Colling, Cert. C.M.B. and
3 wvears General Hospital
training.

Appointed September, 1914,

Senior Health Visitor and Inspector of Misa . Twist, State Registered
Midwives. MNurse, Cert. C.M.B., Cert.
Banitary  Inspector, Cert.
Health Visitor,
App. lst September, 1927,

NURSE-HEALTH VISITORS.

Date of
Name Qualifications, Appointm ng
Miss 8. A, Smith State Registered Nurse. Cert. Health June, 1917.

Visitor.
Miss M. W. Pole... 3 years' General training. Cert. CM.B. Mar., 1818
Mrs. L. A. Bryan 3 years’ General training. Cert. C.M.B. Feb., 1925.
Miss W. K. Brazier 3 years’ General training. Cert. C.ALB. Sept., 1927,

Miss A. Clegg ... 4 years’ General training. Cert, C.M.B. Sept., 1927.
Cert, Health Visitor,

Miss L. A. Powell 3 years’ General training. Cert. C.M.B.  Sept., 1927,

Miss G, Williams 3 years' General training. Cert. C.M.B. Sept., 1927,
Resigned Feb,,
1020,

Miss M. M, Byard 3 years’ General training. Cert. CM.B. Jan., 1929,

Miss Wearing ... Cert. Sanitary Inspector, Cert. C.M.B. Mar,, 1626,






To His Worsair THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND (OUNCILLORS
of THE County BoroucH oF WEsST BROMWICH.

Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting you with the Annual Report
for the year 1929.

The year will be marked down in history for two totally
different reasons; first in importance as the year preparatory to
the vast changes to be made in Loecal Government, and secondly,
as the unhealthiest year on record. From both aspects it has
been a strenuous year for all officials concerned, and particularly
for the health department.

The town was never free from epidemics, being attacked in
rapid succescion by influenza, measles, whooping cough, mumps,
and lastly, scarlet fever. The first three diseases mentioned were
particularly severe, and were responsible for a rapid rise in the
death rate. Scarlet fever on the other hand, was of a mild
character, and fortunately able to be kept under control, so that
at no time did it spread to any great extent.

In August there was a change on the medical staff. Dr.
Oldershaw, who was appointed in April, 1927, left us to join the
medical staff of the Nottinghamshire County Couneil, and we
were fortunate in obtaining the services of Dr. Anderson, who
came to us from the Manchester City Health Services.

Before concluding 1 wish to place on record my appreciation
of the goodwill shown to me by the Chairman and members of
the Health Committee, and of the loyalty and invaluable
assistance rendered to me by every member of the Health
Department,

I am, Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yows obediently,
W. STOTT,
Medical Officer of Health,
March, 1930.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS OF THE AREA,

Area in Acres i - 7,152
Population (Census, 1921} 74,982
Population (estimated middle JI.IDL IBEH] 8,840
Number of inhabited houses, 1921 15,200
Number of families or separate occupiers, 1921 15,265
Number of inhabited houses (end 1929) 17,624
New Houses built during 1929 . e 529
Density of population, persons per acre 1929 11.2
Assessable value ... Lﬂﬂﬂ 323 Os. Od.
Pmducn on 1d. R&t{ {cansuhdatml} ...  £1,085 0s, Od.
Birth
Total Male Female Rate
BirTs—Legitimate ... we 1,682 B0 T2 20,8
Llegitimate Sl 27 23
DEATHS e 0211 652 559
Crude
Death Rate
14.9
Humber of Women dying in, or in From Sepsis 4
consequence of Childbirth Other Causes 4— 8
Number of Infant Deaths 179

Deaths of Infants under one year of age pt..r kS 000 Blrths
Legitimate, 104.7 Ilngltimate lﬁﬂ T-:}tal 106.4

=

Deaths from Influenza ... 78
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ... 44
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ngea} 32
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ; 26
Deaths from Diphtheria i 3
Deaths from Secarlet Fever |
Dea,th.s from h-nt.trm Fever 1
]'}ﬂl,tll Hatt uf FE( ﬁljlrut{lr}? Diseases {I:"‘nrumunm and
Bronehitis) 3.3
Death Rate of 'lulmrr..ulums {Pulnmnﬂ.r_;] (.69
{Nun Pulmonary) ... 0.19
Death Rate of Cancer = = 1.07
Death Rate of fvnmtu, Dluula.eu 1.397
Notifications of Scarlet Fever ... 143
Notifications of Diphtheria 45
Notifications of Tuberculosis [Pulmunurj 72) ... 132
{Non-Pulm. ﬁﬂ}
Notifications of Enteric Fever ... - 2
Hn‘tlﬁcatlmls of Pneumonia 262
N 'l.illllh-i.-l' ui !nspt:utmm by bamtﬂry Ilmpﬂnmm 31,055
Visits by Health Visitors ... 20,477

Number of babies in attundwca at Infant. Wulfnm
Centres 17,7569
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POPULATION.

The Population at Mid-June, 1929, as estimated by the
Registrar-General was 80,840, an increase of some 160 persons
over the previous year.

I must again repeat that this figure falls short of the
estimated population as ascertained by your Medical Officer.

BIRTHS.
BirTHS REGISTERED ... . 1682 Legitimate ... 1,632
Illegitimate ... 50
Birth Rate ... 20.7

Of the total births 887 were males and 795 females.
The following list gives the ward distribution :—

Ward No. of Births
Sandwell ... 02
Lyndon e 2066
Tantany .. 228
Hill Top ... wsv 200
Spon Lane ... wen LT
Lyng w1803

Town Hall ... SRR L i
Gireets Green RO L[
Hamstead ... 28

The next table compares the birth rate of West Bromwich with
that of the country generally for the past few years :—

Birth Rate— 1923 1924 1926 1926 18527 1928 1929

WEST BROMWICH 24,17 23.65 22,98 2246 20.2 210 20.7

107 Large towns e 204 194 188 182 17.1 160 18.4

London e 302 187 18 17.1 6.1 159 14.%

England and Wales e 197 188 183 178 167 18.7 163
DEATHS.

1211 deaths of West Bromwich residents were registered during the
year, giving a death-rate of 14.9.

The following table compares the death rate during recent years in West
Bromwich and other arcas:—

Death Hate 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929
WEST BROMWICH 125 122 119 1049 124 10.56 14.9
107 large towns e A8 2R IR 15La 122 118 18.7
London 1EE 121 11,7 11.¢ 118 118 138
England and Wales . 1.6 122 122 16 123- 11y 134

INFANT MORTALITY.

Total number of denths under 1 year ... weor 179
Mortality rate per 1,000 births .. w1004
KNumber of deaths n!‘ legitimatea :inf!llltﬂ st :194
Legitimate mortality rate ... e 1047
Kumber of deaths of ||lug1h1tmtl '|.IIE!l'I'L|.:- 8

Illﬂytmm.t.u mortality rate P 1)
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Comparative table of the infant mortality of the Borough and other
areas for recent years :—

Infant Mortality— 1623 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929
WEST BROMWICH 87.8 886 948 792 107.1 747 106.4
107 large towns e R0 T4 73 71 70 79
Lomdon i w0 9 67 ik i 67 70
England and Wales ... 60 75 75 70 L] G5 74

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH.

As will be seen from the preceding figures the deaths from all
causes and at all age periods show a substantial increase on previous
yvears. Never before, save for the year 1918, have these figures
been equalled. The cause was the unparalleled amount of sickness
prevalent throughout the year. In March I drew the attention of
the Authority to the high death-rate caused by the almost simul-
tancous epidemics of Influenza, Measles, and Whooping Cough.
These three diseases accounted for the chief inerease in the number
of deaths, which were principally confined to those age periods at
the two extremes of life.

The Influenza epidemic was world wide and was probably
precipitated by the extreme cold, inclement weather and by the
lack of rain. It is an interesting and a most noticeable fact that
the wettest years are as a rule the healthiest ; in this case I mean
by “healthiest,” freedom fromserious epidemicsand a low death-rate.

It has been my custom to give a table of the chief causes of
death during the year. This year I intend to follow the usual
custom, but in addition to give the number of deaths from the same
causes for the year 1928 for comparison, because the year 1928 was
the healthiest year on record and 1929 the most unhealthy.

1928 1929

Respiratory diseases : Pneumonia ... — 139 269
Emnehitjs 2 —_

Heart Disease S 152
Cancer 91 87
Tuberculosis ... 69 Tl
Congenital Diseases ... 65 72
Influenza et e o i 18 78
Measles 0 44
Whooping Cough 4 32

From the above table it is quite evident that the epidemics
prevalent during the first six months of the year cause death either
directly or indirectly through complication of the lungs or heart,
and account for almost the total increase of deaths.

The infant mortality is dealt with in the Maternity and Child
Welfare Section.

Table 1V of the Appendix gives in age groups the causes of
deaths which occurred during the year,
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GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE
AREA.

Public Health Administration.
Staff.
The whole time staff includes :—

The Medical Officer of Health, who is also School Medieal
Officer, Chief Tuberculosis Officer, and Medical Superintendent
of Isolation Hospitals.

Deputy M.O.H. and Clinical T.B. Officer and Asst. School
Medical Officer.

One Assistant Medical Officer, and School Medical Officer.
One Dental Surgeon.
One Chief Sanitary Inspector.
Three District Sanitary Inspectors.
One Probationary Inspector.
One Chief Tuberculosis Sister.
One Senior Health Visitor, School Nurse, and Inspector of
Midwives.
Eight District Nurses who do duty as Health Visitors, School
Nurses, and Tuberculosis Nurses.
Three Female Clerks—Health Department.
Two Male Clerks in Sanitary Inspector’s General Office.
One Female Clerk, Tuberculosis Department.
Two Clerks—One Male, One Female—School Medical Dept,
Isolation Hospital Staff .—
One Matron.
One Sister.
Eight Nurses.
The Part-time staff includes :—
Une Ophthalmie Specialist.

One Masseuse and Remedial Exercises Mistress.
Hospital and Nursing Provision.

WesT BRoMWICH AND DisTRICT GENERAL HOSPITAL.
Accommodation—I108 Beds ;: 22 Cots.
This hospital provides for both Medical and Surgical In-
patients, and is under the control of a Voluntary Committee.

Harram Hosprrar—Under control of West Bromwich Guardians.

Accommodation—Surgical beds e 122
Medical ... scpe PN
Cots i)
Maternity Beds ... 26
Maternity Cots ... 26
Isplation Ward ... 12

Total 474
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During the year under review the total number of admissions
were 4,211, This includes Medical, Surgical and Maternity Cases.

" BorovaH IzoraTioNn HosPiTAL, HEATH LANE.

Under the control of the West Bromwich Corporation. (For
further particulars, see Report on Isolation Hospital.)

Smarrrox Hosprrarn, Friar PARK,
Under the control of the West Bromwich Corporation. (See
report on Smallpox Hospital.)

TUBERCULOSIS.
The following Sanatoria are available for the area :(—

Romsley Hill Sanatorium—Halesowen—I12 beds.
Holly Lane Sanatorium, Holly Lane, Smethwick—35 beds.

As an alternative scheme for the provision of Tuberculosis
beds the Authority decided to build a T.B. Pavilion containing
22 heds in the grounds of the present Isolation Hospital situated in
Heath Lane. This Pavilion is nearing completion.

MaterNiTY HOMES,

There is no District or Municipal Maternity Home, the only
accommodation being at Hallam Hospital, where there is a special
Maternity Block containing 26 beds. This service extends to
West Bromwich, Handsworth, Wednesbury, Perry Barr and
Mdbury.

CHILDREN'S HosprraL,

There is no special children’s hospital in the Borough, but there
is ample accommodation for the treatment of children both at the
West Bromwich and Distriet General Hospital, and at the Hallam
Hospital.

Special Hospitals in Birmingham are also available, and are
used by people of West Bromwich, but are not snbsidised by the
Council, with the exception of certain Orthopaedic cases: these
are sent to the Royal Cripples Hospital, Birmingham, and are paid
for to a limited extent by the West Bromwich Couneil.

InsTiTUTIONAL PROVISION FOR UxMARRIED MoTHERS, ILLEGITI-
MATE CHILDREN AND HomELEss CHILDREX.

This provision is made by the West Bromwich Guardians at
the Hallam Hospital and at a new home at Great Barr. For
children of school age accommodation is provided at Wigmore
Schools, situated in West Bromwich, and under the joint control
of the West Bromwich and Walsall Board of Gnardians,
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WEesT BroumwicH GIRLS WELFARE SoOCIETY.

This is an excellent body of Voluntary Workers who provide
shelter, help and encouragement to young girls requiring their
assistance.

Miss J. M. Cole, MLA., who acts as Secretary for the Society,
reports that during the year 27 new cases were notified, and that
she had been in touch with 32 other girls. Three were placed in
shelters for a short period, two went to larger homes for a definite
period of training in character and work. In other cases the girls
were helped at home by the provision of new friends, fresh interests
or legal advice.

AMRULANCE FACILITIES :—

(@) Infectious Cases, 2 Motor Ambulances provided by Council.
(h) Non-Infeetious and Accident :

(1) Two Motor Ambulances provided by Couneil.
(2) Two Motor Ambulances provided by Guardians.

Professional Nursing in the Home.
(2) GENERAL,

West Bromwich District Nursing Association : Voluntary.
(b) InrrCTIOUS DISEASES.

(1) For children under five years of age the authority pay
the sum of £30 per annum to the District Nursing Association for
the home nursing of infants referred to them from the Welfare
Centres and by M.O.H.

(2) Tuberculosis : The sum of £20 per annum is paid to the
District Nursing Association for necessitous cases of Tuberculosis
requiring home nursing.

Midwives.

The number of midwives notifying their intention to practise
in the area was 46. Of these 40 hold the certificate of the Central
Midwives Board, and six are bona fide.  There were no subsidised
midwives.
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Registration of Maternity and Nursing Homes.

Under the new Nursing Homes Registrations Act, 1927, one
application for a combined nursing and maternity home was received,
and after investigation and thorough inspection, was registered
accordingly. No orders were made refusing or cancelling regis-
tration.

‘The Maternity Home registered in 1927 under the Midwives
and Maternity Homes Act, 1926, is still in existence.

Chemical Work.

All chemical analyses are made by the Borough Analyst, whose
report is appended (see page 93).

Legislation in Force.
1854, West Bromwich Improvement Act.
1855. West Bromwich Improvement Amendment Act.
1865. West Bromwich Improvement Amendment Act.
1900, West Bromwich Corporation Act.
1903. West Bromwich Corporation Act.
1913. West Bromwich Corporation Act.
1918, West Bromwich Corporation Act,
1923, West Bromwich (Offensive Trades) Confirmation Order.
1924, West Bromwich (Offensive Trades) Confirmation Order.
1927. West Bromwich Corporation Act.

Adoptive Acts.
Date Adopted. Act. : In Force.
9 Nov., 1899 Infectious Disease (Notification) 9 Jan., 1890
4 Mar., 1891 Infectious Diseases (Prevention) 1 May, 1891

6 May, 1891 Public Health Acts (Amendment)
Act, 1890, parts 2, 3, 5 1 July, 1891

1 Jan., 1909 Notification of Births Aect, 1907 4 Feb., 1909

6 Jan., 1909 Public Health Acts (Amendment)
Aect, 1907, Sec. 95 26 Feb., 1909

5 Mar., 1913 Public Health Acts (Amendment)

Act, 1907, Sec. 20, 21, 22, 28, 31,

33, 34, 35, 49, 51, 52, 54—b58,

62-—64, 66 30 Oct., 1913
May, 1913 Public Health Acts (Amendment)

Act, 1907, Sec. 78—81,85and 86 14 June, 1913

27 July, 1926 Public Health Act, 1925, Secs. 14—
19, 23—26, 28, 30, 31, 35, 36, 39,

41-—47, 50 and 53 6 Sept., 1926

2 Jan., 1929 Public Health Act, 1925, Sec. 33 4 Feb., 1929

-1
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF AREA.

— ——

Water.—Practically the whole of the Borough is supplied by
the South Staffordshire Waterworks Company with a constant
supply. No changes or additions to the supply were made during
the year. In a few outlying districts there are still some surface
wells in use—22 in all. The only one which requires comment is
a shallow well in Forge Lane, which lies in close proximity to
tributaries of the River Tame, which at times overflows and polutes
the well. This supplies three farms, which, in my opinion, makes
it all the more serious, and steps ought to be taken to deal with it
immediately.

River and Streams.

As mentioned in the report last year the serious pollution of
the River Tame is still oceurring owing to the unsatisfactory effuent
from the Sewerage Farm.

Drainage and Sewerage.

There have been no important extensions or alterations to the
system of dealing with the sewerage of the Borough.

Closet Accommodation.

With the exception of Perry Barr and a few outlying districts
impracticable to sewer the whole Borough is on the water carriage
system.

The Sanitary arrangements of Perry Barr, particularly those
of Hamstead Village, are anything but desirable. When inspected
the most appalling conditions were found—privy middens which
leaked, the ground surrounding them polluted with years of soakage
of highly offensive liquid; open drains, many of which were
simply self-made channels in the earth, formed as a result of the
continual flow of slop water over a long period of time. It is
astonishing how well and free from disease the inhabitants keep,
the saving grace being the large open spaces round the houses,
allowing the free passage of fresh air and the entry of plenty of
sunshine ; but for this there is no doubt that the village would
be a hot bed of disease. In spite of the fact that the health of
the villages is apparently good, the proper drainage and the abolition
of the privy-middens and cesspools is a very urgent matter, and
should be dealt with at the earliest possible moment.

There are approximately 440 privy-middens and 15,650 cistern
flushed W.C.'s in the Borough.

The large increase in the privies is due, as already indicated,
to the inelusion of Perry Barr into the Borough.
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Scavenging.

Seavenging throughout the Borough is carried out under the
control and supervision of the Chief Sanitary Inspector. For full
particulars, see Sanitary Inspector’s Report.

Smoke Abatement.

This is one of the most important matters with which Sanitary
Authorities are faced. There is no doubt that the next great
advance in Hygiene and Preventive Medicine will be made in
obtaining a pure atmosphere, by ridding it of the smoke pollution
produced by the combustion of soft coal.

The public are only just beginning to understand something
of the evil effects produced on health by a polluted atmosphere,
but when they do realise to the full the importance of this matter,
then I think we shall see further and more stringent measures being
taken by Parliament to deal with it.

Ten smoke observations were taken during the year, and
where necessary cautions were given. No legal proceedings were
taken.

Premises and Occupations which can be controlled by Bye-Laws
and Regulations.

There are Bye-Laws which have been adopted to deal with :(—

Slaughterhouses.

Common Lodging Houses.
Houses let in Lodgings.
Tents, Carvans, Sheds.
Offensive Trades.

There is no necessity in West Bromwich for Regulations in
respect of underground sleeping rooms.

The number of premises and occupations referred to above is :—

Slaughterhouses.—13 Registered ; 14 Licensed.

. Offensive Trades.—Under Section 112, Public Health Act,

1875 - —
Bone Boiler
Tallow Melter
Blood Boiler
Fellmonger
Soap Boiler
Tripe Boiler

=00 D el e
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Since May, 1924, the following are scheduled as offensive
trades in West Bromwich under Section 51, Public Health Amend.-
ment Act, 1907 :(—

Blood Dryer
Leather Dresser

Fat Melter

Fat Extractor
Tanner

Glue Maker ...

Size Maker ...
Gut Scraper
Rag and Bone Dealer ... 12
Fish Friers ... 104

LB e e R Y e

Resulting from numerous complaints received from inhabitants
in the vicinity of the fat and bone works in Paradise Street, 1
certified that the work carried on in these premises was causing a
nuisance under Section 91 of the Public Health Act, 1875, by the
emission of effluvia. The Authority took out proceedings against
the owner to abate the nuisance, and after a somewhat protracted
enquiry the case was adjourned sine die in order to give the owner
the opportunity of carrying out structural alterations to his premises
to rectify matters. The situation thus stands and it remains to
be seen how far the owner intends to proceed with the necessary
alterations before it can be stated that he has taken all practical
steps to prevent further nuisance arising.

Common Lodging Houses—
Number of Houses... 2

Houses Let in Lodgings 18

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops—
(2) Dairies and Milkshops :

No. on Register 256
No. discontinued during the year —
No. Registered during the year 25
(b) Cowsheds :
No. of Cowsheds ... 23
No. discontinued during the year 4
No. of registered keepers 20
Schools.

For sanitary conditions of schools, cte., see School Medical
Report.
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Health Education.

The education of the public in Health matters has proceeded
along the same lines as previously—by public lectures, talks at
Centres and Clinics, the issuing of leaflets and Health Journal.

During the year a series of conferences were held on the subject
of Social Hygiene, resulting in the formation of the West Bromwich
Social Hygiene Council. It is the intention of this local council to
carry out a continuous campaign in the Borough by means of
lectures and the sale of suitable literature. Already the work has
begun, but for its success it is necessary to have the support of all
religious and public bodies.

Rag Flock Acts, 1911 and 1928.

There iz only one Rag Flock Works in the Borough. The
premises are new and thoroughly up to date.

A complaint was received during the year that the flock was
not up to standard. Enquiries were made immediately. The
owner rendered all assistance and the fault was found to be due to a
defective washer., This was quickly and easily remedied and no
further complaints have since been received.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area and Supervicion of Food.

As customary, I include the reports of both the Chief Sanitary
Inspector and the Borough Analyst. Both will be found immedi-
ately following ‘the Medical Officer’s report, and in them will be
found full details of the Sanitary Inspections made during the year
and the results of analysis of the various samples of food-stuffs
taken under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928,
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HOUSING.

Systematic house-to-house inspections have been carried out
as usual during the year by the Sanitary Inspectors. The results
of these inspections have already been placed before you in a
special report drawn up by Mr. Spears, the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

All told, 2,288 houses were inspected in 4 defined districts,
namely : portion of Lyng Ward ; portion of Greets Green Ward ;
portions of Lyndon and Sandwell Wards ; and part of Tantany
Ward. The majority of the houses in thege areas are To latively
of a modern character.

The average number of persons per house was found to be 4.4
The number of cases of two or more family occupany was 269

The number of cases of overcrowding (Registrar-General’s
method) was 124

In addition, I represented 34 houses as unfit for human
habitation and 17 demolition orders were made.

On September 18th an enquiry was held by an Inspector of the
Ministry of Health into the petition of the Corporation for an Order
confirmng an improvement scheme with respect to an area known
as the *“ Cooper Hill Street and Virgin's End Area,” which I had
represented to you on the 22nd October, 1927, as an unhealthy area.

The Corporation are now awaiting the making of the necessary
Improvement Order.

Returning to house-to-house inspections : of the 2,288 houses,
1,991 had been inspected 6 to 9 years previously, and the conditions
found then serve as a comparison with present-day findings.

As pointed out by Mr. Spears, the population in the 1,991 houses
has fallen from 9,432 to 8,808, the number of cases of multiple
occupancy from 298 to 254, and the number of instances of over-
crowding from 133 to 118,

It therefore looks as though matters are slowly improving, at
all events in some parts of the Borough.

One of the most interesting features is the comparison of the
conditions found in 86 privately erected subsidy houses, nearly all
owner-cecupied, and 32 houses belonging to the Corporation.

In the 86 privately owned houses the population was 294 or
3.6 persons per house ; in only 3 was there more than 1 family and
only 1 house was overcrowded. On the other hand, in the 32
Couneil houses there were 239 persons or 7.5 per house © there were
12 cases of multiple tenaney and 5 were overerowded.
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This leads me to the important subject of sub-letting. Accord-
ing to the bye-laws sub-letting of the Corporation houses is pro-
hibited, and yet it goes on, no attempt being made to stop it. The
fact of the matter is that the bye-law is not worth the paper it is
written on. There are several evil features connected with this
subject. Overcrowding is being encouraged ; the time spent by
the Housing Manager in selecting desirable clean tenants is being
wasted because anyone, whether desirable or otherwise, can become
a sub-tenant ; and in many cases the sub-tenant is being exploited ;
I know of several instances where the tenant is receiving the total
rental of the house from sub-tenants. To sum up, the present
Council houses are gradually becoming new slums.

It is very necessary for some policy to be formulated to remedy
these evils immediately.

What can be done ¥ What are other Authorities who are faced
with similar difficulties doing ? Most of the enlightened Authorities
have found that sub-letting becomes more or less inevitable, and
that it is worth encouraging providing it is kept under control
because the rents are more certain and paid with more regularity.

I suggest, therefore, that the Housing Committee should allow
sub-letting of Corporation houses under conditions.

The Committee should approve every sub-tenant, no undesirable
person should become a sub-tenant ; there should be no sub-letting
where overcrowding would be produced ; the rent of sub-tenant
should be fixed by the Committee. Lastly, when sub-letting is
allowed the total rental of the house should be made an economical
rental.

Arising out of suggestions I made in last year’s Health Report
regarding tenement dwellings, a deputation, consisting of the
Mayor, the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Sanitary
Committee, the Borough Surveyor, the Chief Sanitary Inspector
and Medical Officer of Health visited Liverpool in the autumn.
The deputation was most cordially received by the Chairman and
certain members of the Liverpool Housing Committee, and various
housing sites were visited. The day proved to be an interesting and
a most instructive one. In many ways the needs of the industrial
quarters of the City of Liverpool are very similar to those of West
Bromwich, particularly as regards the matter of re-housing the
people in the slum areas. Liverpool believes in re-housing the
people from cleared areas in tenements in or near the cleared sites.
In this way the inhabitants are kept close to their work with no
added travelling expenses ; they are far happier because they are
not removed into a * foreign land ” away from their old associa-
tions.
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Another interesting feature was the provision of baths and
wash-houses in connection with each new housing site ; this is a
requirement much needed in West Bromwich.

There is little doubt that if slum clearances are to be accelerated
in the future in the Borough the increasing difficulty of obtaining
land in the industrial portions of the district may necessitate the
re-housing of the workers on similar lines to those adopted by
Liverpool, for the cost of travelling to and from work from housing
estates on the out-skirts of the town adds materially to the household

expenses and in some cases produces hardships and deprivations
from necessitites of life.
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PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

A.—Control.
Borovea Isoration Hospiran, HEarn Lang,
West BroMWICH.

Staff.—Medical Superintendent: Dr. W. Stott, Medical
Officer of Health.

Matron : Miss A, Davis.
Nursing Staff ... 1 Sister, 9 Nurses.

Porter AT |
Ambulanee Driver... 1
Disinfector ... 1
Total ancammndatmn 50 beds and cots.
Cases in Hospital on 31st December, 1928 29
Admissions to Hospital, 1929 oes 301
Scarlet Fever ... o sein U1ER
Diphtheria R
Tuberculosis 7
Other Cases i 65
Cases discharged during 1929 . 285
Cases died in Hospital, 1929 10
Diphtheria i 6
Scarlet Fever ... 1
Other conditions 3

Cases remaining in Hospital on 31st December, 1929

Of the total number of cases in Hospital 223 belonged to West
Bromwich as follows :—
Scarlet Fever ... cis =LEE

Diphtheria Lel e i 44
Other Cases S 64

The remainder were admitted from surrounding Boroughs.
Scarlet Fever antitoxin is still being used in the Scarlet Fever
Ward with very satisfactory results.

Eleven operations were performed as follows :—

Trachiotomy ... 8 4 Deaths.
Tonsilectomy ... 3 —
Total e ) 4 Deaths.

—— —

Extensive alterations are being made at the Hospital. A
Tuberculosis Pavilion is now almost complete and will accommodate
26—30 patients. The administrative block has been extended to
make additional accommodation necessary for housing the nursing
staff required for the tuberculosis work, and maids’ quarters are to
be erected almost immediately.
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Smallpox Hospital.
Si1TuvATION ... Friar Park, West Bromwich.

Consists of : (1) a brick-built administrative block, with
accommodation for four to five nurses, caretaker and wife ; (2) wood
and corrugated iron ward block, composed of a central nurses’ duty
room and kitchen, with a four and six-bedded ward on either side,
There is also bathing and lavatory accommodation for either sex ;
(3) a disinfecting station, laundry and ambulance shed.

AREA OF GROUNDS ... ... Two and a half acres.
Warer SvrrLy «e. Town.

DrATNAGE SYSTEM ... ... Water Carriage.
Lieutiveg Toa iva «. Electric.

Immunisation against various Infectious Diseases.

Immunisation has not been undertaken against Scarlet Fever,
nor have children been tested by means of the Schick Test to ascer-
tain their susceptibility to Diphtheria. The latter test and the
immunisation of children against Diphtheria are most important
preventive measures, and will have to be seriously considered by the
Authority in the near future owing to the large amount of Diphtheria
which exists in surrounding boroughs.

The Maternity and Child Welfare Committee now offer to
protect children under school age, notices and particulars of which
are displayed in all Infant Welfare centres.

Scarlet Fever Antitoxin is still being used as a routine at
the Fever Hospital, and experience shows that by its use com-

plications are fewer, and the period of isolation is materially
reduced.

Vaccination.
The following table shows figures given by the Public Vaceina-
tion Officer for the year 1929 :—

W.EB. W.EB. | Ham-:
North IKast South Westi  stead Totals

T et |
Total number of Certificates of |
Successiul l"rllnil.r__'l..* Vaccing- !
tion received during the year £
1829 ... e o - aS64 274 16 Bhd

Number of Statutory Declara-
tions of Consecientions Objee.
tion received during the yvear |
1929 ... 555 530 g 10 | G40

— — e i | e —

Number of Re-vaceinations per-
formed by Public Vaceinators
during the year 1920 8 3 — 11
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Issue of Anti-Toxin.

Diphtheria Anti-toxin is issued from your Health Department
to general practitioners. During the year 408,000 units were thus
distributed.

Disinfection.

A disinfecting station is situated in the grounds of the Isolation

Hospital where an ““ Equifex ” disinfector is installed.

Verminous Persons.

The Authority possesses a well equipped Cleansing Station
in Lombard Street West. No action was taken for the compulsory
cleansing of verminous persons under Section 48 of the Public
Health Act, 1925. From experience gained in the schools, by the
number of infected children found, it would appear highly necessary
for action to be taken under the above-mentioned Act, particularly
owing to the excessive overcrowding in many of the poorer class
houses and the total absence of proper washing facilities.

The sooner this Cleansing Station is open and made full use of
the better.

Laboratory.

The Laboratory is situated in the new Health Department,
2 Lodge Road, and is of the utmost value in controlling Infectious
Diseases, particularly Diphtheria, in which case there is no time lost
through postage in the examination of swabs. Swabs are brought
direct by doetors or nurses, and the results are obtained in 12 hours.
The summary of the year's work is as foilows :—

Positive. Negative. Totals.
Examination of swabs for Diph-

theria . 297 1,693 1,990
Sputa examinations ... 57 239 296
Wassermann Tests 14 51 65
Other Examinations ... —_ —_ 18

2,369

———

B.—Prevalence of Infectious Diseases.

Berious outbreaks of infectious diseases occeurred during the
first four months of the year, in the form of Influenza, Measles and
Whooping Cough : and during the latter part of the year there was
a moderate epidemic of Scarlet Fever,

On the 23rd March, 1929, 1 presented you with a Special Report
on the health of the town during the period February 23rd to March
2drd. In this report 1 stated as follows :—
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During the period under review the town has been visited by a
wave of sickness of all types, including Influenza, Measles, Whooping
Cough, Mumps and chest complaints included under the headin
of Pneumonia and Bronchitis. The number of sick people has
been enormous, and the outbreak of sickness can only be termed a
“ Plague.”” The death-rate, normally about 11 per 1,000 persons,
rose rapidly, reaching the peak onthe 9th March when it was as high
as 46.2 ; from this point it slowly fell back to normal at the end of
May. This wave of sickness was prevalent throughout the whole
country and many towns suffered even worse than West Bromwich ;
nevertheless, so far as the history of this town is concerned, it is
unsurpassed with the exception of the year 1918,

The Secarlet Fever Epidemic, which broke out in the Autumn
and continued for the remainder of the year, was of small proportion,
consisting of 143 cases. The principal areas affected were : Cophall
Street, Horton Street, Greets Green, Farley Street, and the portion
of Whitehall Road in the same vicinity, all of which are included in
the Cophall Street unhealthy area; and Taylors Lane, Walsall
Street, Seagar Street, and Lloyd Street, which, again, are all situated
in unhealthy areas. The remaining cases were scattered throughout
the town and the principal mode of spread was through the schools,
The chief schools affected were: Beeches Road, Christ Church,
Greets Green, St. Peter’s, Fisher Street, Guns Village, and Hill Top.

Smallpox.

Fortunately, this disease did not visit the town during the year,
although it was prevalent in the surrounding districts.

Scarlet Fever.

There were 143 cases in all during the year, giving a case rate
of 1.64 as compared with 3.05 for England and Wales. One hundred
and fifteen cases were removed to the Borough Isolation Hospital,
The cases as a whole were very mild. There was one death.

Diphtheria.

Forty-five cases only occurred during the year, of which 44
were removed to the Isolation Hospital,

The cases were more or less scattered throughout the Borough.
In one school only, namely Black Lake, was there any attempt at an
outbreak, but steps were immediately taken and the spread
checked. There were three deaths.

The case rate for the Borough was 0.55, that for England and
Wales being 1.59.



30

Enteric Fever.

Two cases occurred and both were removed to Hallam Hospital.
The source of infection was untraced. One case died.

The case rate was 0.02, and that for England and Wales 0.07.

Puerperal Fever.

Six cases of Puerperal Fever were notified during the year, four
of which were admitted to Hallam Hospital. Remarks on these
cages will be found in the section dealing with Maternity and Child

Welfare.
The case rate was 0.07, and that for the whole country 0.06.

Puerperal Pyrexia.
Sixteen cases were notified, and ten were removed to Hospital.

This gives a case rate of 0.19, the case rate for England Wales
being 0.14.

Erysipelas.

Seventy-three cases were notified and 8 cases were removed to
hospital. The number of cases of Erysipelas is always very high,
the incidence being twice as great as that for the whole country.
The type of work done in the town is partially responsible, but at
the same time the nature of the disease throws a serious reflection on
the general personal cleanliness of the people.

The case rate is as high as 0.9, while that for England and
Wales is 0.45.

Measles and Whooping Cough.

Owing to the serious loss of life from these discases during the
year, particularly in children under 5 years of age, the Maternity
and Child Welfare Committee sought powers of the Minister of
Health to make these diseases compulsorarily notifiable when oceur-
ring in children under 5 years of age. By this means it was hoped
to get into touch with cases early and, if found necessary, to provide
nursing facilities and extra nourishment in severe and necessitous
cases. 5o serious and so fatal are these diseases in young children
that I hope before long the Sanitary Committee, in conjunction with
the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee, will make arrangements
for admitting severe cases to the Borough Fever Hospital, where.
skilled nursing and necessary medical comforts can best be obtained,
1 am convinced that many lives could be saved by this means.
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Both diseases became notifiable on August lst. Since this
date 7 cases of Measles and 2 cases of Whooping Cough have been
notified and nursing facilities sought in 1 case.

During the whole year 956 cases of measles (all ages) came to
my notice, and there were 44 deaths.

There were 258 known cases of Whooping Cough, which was
responsible for the deaths of 32 children.

The following tables give in detail the number of notifications
received of the various infectious and contagious diseases as they
oceurred in each quarter of the year, in the wards and the various

|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|

age groups.
Quarters Admitted
1 2 3 4 |Total| to Hosp. [D'ths.
Sml'l-u]:'lﬂx LR TR LR —_— _— o — — e 1 ===
Enteric Fever . | — = = — 2 2 Pty
Diphtheria ... ... 18 6 5 16| 45 a4 3
Searlet Fever - |10 16 22 96 | 143 115 1
Puerperal Fever e |— 4 — 2 6 4 4
Puerperal Pyrexia ... 5 8 & 3 LG 10 1
Wrywnalds: ... ... == ) X8 11 14 88| 73 ) G
Meningoeoceal Menimgitis ... | — 1 — — 1 1 —
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary ... [ 17 17 25 13| 72 6 56
Tubkerculosis, O.F. ... SO 0 1 R 1 11 1 15
Pneumonia, All Forma e (133 39 41 49 | 262 19 176
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 1 = & 1 4 — —_
Encephalitiz Lethargica — 1 1 — 2 - 3
Measles (under 6 yvears) i | — — — @ 6 —_ 40
German Measles (inder5y1s.) | — — 1 — 1 — | —
Whooping Cough (under5yrs.) | — — 2 — 2 — | 81
Non-NoTIFIAELE.
Measles (over 5 years) «. (381 B25 3B 02 | 956 — 4
Whooping Cough (over 5 yrs.) 213 32 10 3 | 258 - 1
Chicken Pox ... e | G5 32 41 58 | 196 — -—
Mumps... ... (540 99 7 7| 663 | - | —
: I
INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN WARDS.
g ¥ . tR2E ez aB8g £ 38 SE
5 g i § BE.Fa 3 E-ﬁ%gﬁﬁ'gﬁggﬁ%_ﬂzi gifg‘%
Mace ki s ¥ gggﬁgfghmgﬂf 9¢ 5 8%
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a5 8 Beaa & g*ﬁ&é“éﬂaggﬁﬂ EE—’_&EEHW
- | | K i 1 |
Sandwell... - ! e b S i R U ) 88 R lvigr|[=]-({1]|=[=]| 5O
Lyndon ...~ |2 |41l |- |8|9|-|of11 @25 [1f-|-|-|-| 75
Tanteny - |- |4fe7|s{1mo|=|afiofsr|=|=|=|=|2]| 98
Hill Top... - | - | 6 22| = | 3 12 —m|72ﬂ 2|-12|-|=| 90
Hamstead — |- 12 |1 |=|=(1|[-(2|2|=-|=|=|=|=-]|=-]| .8
Spon Lane - | - | 6 ' 6 ' 3| 3 3—_lii|7:‘h}'— 1|1 =|~= B
Lyng ..._i-|2 Hi-ﬂ 6(1/8|8@3|-|-/2|12|-] 70
"]I'q:r‘l.!r'nHﬁ.]l—rwl'lﬂlilll'.'r.--'—lll—!Sv_-".liﬂ'l]'-|——I‘l'—"ﬁ'-'i
-l =17421-1312 1t 19l E110=)=1=1150

Greets Gro.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN AGE PERIODS, 1928.

]
1 2 b 4 5 |10 | 15 | 20 | 35 | 45 |65 &
Dizease 1 2 3 4 6 |10 | 16 | 20 | 35 | 45 | 65 |over|/T tal
BnBllpex . — | =] — | =] === ]|=]=—=1= =] =—
Ent. Fever | — | — | — | — | — 1| =] —=|— 1| —|— 2
Diphtherla | — | = | 2] v | &5 ]16] 7| «| o) 1| L|— | 45
ScarletFeverj — | 4 | 2| 13|11 |88 | 17| 3| 4 1 | — | — | 143
Poerperal F.| — | — | — | — | —m | — | — | — it gl B e [}
Puer.Pyrexig — | — | — | — | — | — | — | — | 13 a = = 1
Erysipeles |—| 1| 1| —|—| 1| 2| 8|17 13 18|12 73
M'gococeal |
M e T e e e e e e e [
Tuber., Pul. 1| — | — | — | — 2 i 4 128 |18 | 156 1 72
Tarse 0| Bl gl 1] 2l— el 8] B B =1 X< %60
Pneumonia, ' ;
AllForms | 18 | 23 | 14 | 12 | 12 | 20 [ 14 | 18 | 47 | 21 | 38 | 16 | 261
Ophthalmia
Neomatorum| 4 | — | — | — | — | — | —|—|—|—| — | — 4
Encephalitis |
Lethargica | — | — | — | —~|—|—| 1 |—=|—]—|—] 1 2
Meagles
funderSyr.) 1| 2 B P |7 S | | ERRARY | el e SRR ) MRS frai 6
German M. |
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Venereal Diseases.

There is no Clinic for the treatment of this disease in West
Bromwich, the Authority have arrangements with the Birmingham
Corporation for treatment at their clinics. Patients living near to
Dudley area attend the Dudley Guest Hospital for treatment, but
the Authority have no agreement with Dudley as the casesare few.

Cases from West Bromwich treated at the two clinics during
the year were as follows :—

Syphilis 17
Soft Chancre —
Gonorrhoea e 18
Conditions other than Venerea.l 28
Total new cases ... 63
Total attendances out- pﬂ-tlﬂntﬂ . 1,980

In-patient days ... —

Blind Persons Act, 1920.

The blind persons of West Bromwich are dealt with by the
Birmingham Royal Institution for the Blind under a scheme
approved by the Ministry of Health.

g the year 1929 the blind population numbered 128, 79

being malﬁa and 48 females.
Prevention of Blindness.

No action has been taken by the Authority under Section 66
of the Public Health Act, 1925,
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE GENERAL.

General.

The work at the Welfare Centres during the year under review
remained satisfactory ; particularly can this be said of the Ante-
Natal Clinics. The attendances at Hill Top Ante-Natal Clinie
increased to such a degree that it was found necessary to hold a
session fortnightly and it appears that it will be necessary to hold a
weekly session in the near future. The attendances at the Ante-
Natal Clinics at Greets Green and Boulton Road are exceptionally

oor, but this is in all probability due to the facts that the Greets

reen Centre was unsuitably situated at Great Bridge, and the
Boulton Road Centre is a new one, Ante-Natal sessions only being
sommenced in September,

Following the receipt of Memorandum 145/M. & C.W., the
Maternity and Child Welfare Committee decided to pay all mid-
wives ls. for a report on the character of labour of all cases attending
the Ante-Natal Clinics. Accordingly, each practising midwife
has bheen supplied with duplicate record books containing the
necessary forms, which she returns to the Health Department
following the delivery of each woman who has attended one of the
Clinics ; in this way a complete histo1y is obtained for each case
and much valuable information will in due course be accumulated.

Much attention has been given by the Committee to the
problem of the * 2—5-year-olds.” It is quite evident from the
Clinic figures to see that far too few children continue to attend the
centres after they are over the first vear of life, and the results of
this defect are brought to light by the number of “ entrants * to
the elementary schools found to require treatment; particularly
treatment of conditions which should have been remedied long
before reaching school age. In the latter part of the year the
Minister of Health and President of the Board of Education sent out
the important circulars 1054 and 1405 drawing attention to this
matter. These circulars dealt with the subjects of Day Nurseries
and Nursery Schools. Chiefly owing to financial difficulties the
Local Authority were unable at present to consider either of these
schemes ; but the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee decided
to amplify the visits to the homes of the * toddlers " with a view to
bringing them to one or other of the Centres for a general medical
survey once or twice during each year and to offer facilities for
treatment of minor ailments, visual defects, especially of squints,
and at a later date to extend this to dental treatment. This
obviously entails some increase in Health Visiting Staff and expen-
diture on treatment, but it is very small and the benefits derived
should be great, resulting in a saving to the Eduecation Authority.
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The Authority have as yet no Orthopaedic Scheme. I have
already drawn up two such schemes, both of which have been
deferred pending the advent of April next, when the new Local
Government Act becomes operative. There is no doubt that with
the transference of the Guardians Institutions a more or less com-
plete Maternity and Child Welfare scheme will be formulated, but
I doubt very much whether an Orthopaedic scheme could possibly
be devised eentring on the Hallam Hospital, or even if such would
be advisable., 'The chief point to keep in mind is that an Orthopaedic
scheme is absolutely essential, and the sooner one is commenced the
better. At the present time and with our present method of dealing
with cripples, the administrative difficulties are many and the
problems with which the various Committees are being continually
confronted, particularly with regard to payment for cases receiving
treatment, render it most desirable to have a definite scheme in
operation.

The Infant Mortality rate unfortunately again passed the
100 mark ; this is accounted for by the almost simultaneous
outhbreak of epidemics of Influenza, Measles and Whooping Cough,
in the first half of the year. These epidemics, with the exception
of the year 1918, were the most severe on record, and account for
almost 50 per cent. of the deaths occurring in infants from 0—5
years of age. I reported fully on the matter to the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee and drew attention to the fact that many
of the infants lost their lives through lack of nursing facilities.
Accordingly, the Local Authority decided to make the notification
of Measles and Whooping Cough occurring in infants compulsory,
and to offer nursing facilities for all necessitious cases. The neces-
sary powers were sought from the Minister of Health and the West
Bromwich Order, making these diseases compulsorily notifiable,
became operative on August 1st, 1929, Notices concerning this
order were displayed in prominent public places, in the press, in the
various clinics and centres in the Borough, and all medical men
practising in the distriet were notified and sent copies of this Order,
Specially printed cards, drawing parents’ attention to their duties
under the Order, were displayed in all Corporation buses.

A tabulated statement, for which I am indebted to Dr. Ander-
son, Assistant Medical Officer, giving details of 320 Infant Deaths
which were invesfigated during the year, will be found under the
appropriate heading in this section of the report.

ANTE-NATAL WORK.

(z) Ante-Natal Clinics.
HiguFIELDS ... Open Friday, 9.30 a.m.—12 noon.

HiLn Tor ... Open every other Thursday, 2.15—5 p.m.

Bovrrox Roap Open every other Saturday, 10 a.m.—
12 noon.

Greers GrREeN  Open lst and 3rd Monday in each month,
2.15—35 p.m.

HamstEAD, Miners’ Institute, open every Friday 2—3 p.m.
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It will be noticed that there are now 5 Ante-Natal Clinics in
operation, as compared with 4 last year, owing to the addition of the
new Centre at Boulton Road, which was opened in June. Ante-
N atal sessions were commenced at this new Centre in September,

(b) Attendance of Expectant Mothers at Ante-Natal Clinies.

The following tables and analysis of the results of cases have
been prepared by Dr. Curnow, Deputy Medical Officer of Health.

From the tables it will be observed that much useful work has
been done and much suffering, if not loss of life, obviated, because
it has been possible to rectify abnormal positions and to give pre-
ventive treatment early in pregnancy to those requiring it, long
before the expected date of delivery. This, coupled with the facts
that not a single mother of the 261 who attended the Clinics lost her
life, and that only one infant was lost, is ample justification for the
institution of Ante-Natal Clinies. It is to be hoped that more and
still more expectant mothers will take advantage of the facilities
offered to them by the Authority ; it is simply a matter of time
and education and the realisation that much needless suffering and
loss of life can be prevented if only they will submit to a thorough
medical examination early in pregnanecy.

ATTENDANCES OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS AT ANTE-NATAL CLINICS,

New Total

Cases. Attendances.
Highfields 174 369
Hill Top ... 61 139
Great Bridge ... ... 13 23
Boulton Road ... 4 12
Hamstead 0 14
Totals i o] 261 LY

AxaLysis oF REsvrrs or 173 CASESs.

Not Pregnant ... 9
Normal Labours esn TR
Instrumental Labour ...
Maternal Deaths

Still Births

Pelvie Tumours

Haemorrhage :
Abnormal Prese ntatmn
Premature Birth .
Streptococeal Vaginal Dlueharg{-

|~ RS m

-
=1
[
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1.—NormarL LABOURS.

This includes cases of malposition corrected at the Clinic or
elsewhere, and cases of hydramnios, pyelitis, albuminuria, varicose
veins and chronic nephritis supervised at the Clinic or referred to
hospital or general practitioner ; all of whom passed through the
confinement and convalescence without difficulty or complication.

2 —INSTRUMENTAL DELIVERY.
This includes 6 cases who did not attend the Clinic within two
or more months of labour.

3 —MATER¥AL DEATHS,

There have been no deaths among the expectant mothers
attending the Clinics.

4.—ST1iLL BIRTHS.

One case was due to a congenital abnormality of the child—
hydrocephalus ; the second did not attend the Clinic after the fifth
month of pregnancy ; the third occurred recently and the cause has
not yet been determined.

5.—PrLvic TumoURs.
Both these cases were referred to the Hallam Hospital.

6.—HAEMORRHAGE,

Two cases were referred to general practitioners, two to the
Hallam Hospital ; three are doing well, the fourth has had a
misearriage.

7.—ABNORMAL PRESENTATION.

Two cases were breech presentations referred to general practi-
tioners, and two were occipito-posterior presentations.

8.—PREMATURE BIRTH.

One occurred during an attack of pnenumonia ; the other was
due to syphilis—but, owing to the fact that the mother had been
referred by the Clinie to a treatment centre, they are both alive and
well—the first live child after several miscarriages.

0. —STREPTOCOCCAL VAGINAL DISCHARGE.
This woman is still having treatment in the Hallam Hospital.

(c) Home Visits to Expectant Mothers.

Appointment registers are kept at each Centre and when an
sxpectant mother fails to attend on the appointed day a Health
Visitor makes enquiries into the case. Visits are also paid to the
homes to give advice on general care of the health and on the pre-
parations necessary to be made before the arrival of the baby.
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During the year a small pamphlet, *“ Advice to the Expectant
Mother,” has been drawn up, and is given to each expectant mother
by practising midwives at the time of * booking ** and at the various
Ante-Natal Clinics.

During the year the Health Visitors made 566 visits to the
homes of expectant mothers for the above purposes.

(1) Ante-Natal Work by Midwives.

Several midwives are making full use of the Ante-Natal Clinics,
but many still fail to bring their cases or even to have them
examined by a private doctor. This I regard as a serious matter, as
a midwife is not a doctor. She may be able to deliver a woman of a
child providing the case is a * normal ”’ one, but she most certainly
cannot detect disease of the heart or lungs or of any other organ ;
and she is quite without knowledge as to whether a case should
continue to term or premature labour be induced in order to save
life or difficulty. These are facts which every midwife must keep
in mind if she wishes to do her best for every patient. If two or
three midwives can encourage the majority of their cases to he
medically examined during pregnancy, every midwife can; it is
simply a matter of education, persuasion and personality.

(¢) Feeding of Expectant Mothers.
In appropriate cases, dried milk, cocoa and milk, are provided
at the Centres.

(f) Registration and Inspection of Maternity Homes.

There is one combined Maternity and Nursing Home on the
Register. One Maternity Home was given up during the year.

Inspections are carried out periodically by the Senior Health
Visitor and the Medical Officer of Health.

() Work of Midwives.
At Birth.

During the year 46 midwives notified their intention to practise
within the Borough.
40 of these hold the Certificate of the Central Midwives Board,

6 are bona fide.

In accordance with Rule E.22 of the Central Midwives Board,
medical assistance was summoned on 305 ocecasions for a variety of
eonditions affecting mother or child as follows :—

Form A, Medical Help: Mothers ... 248
Babies ... 57
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Other notifications received under same rule were :—

Form B. Deaths: Mothers ... —

Babies ... 19
Form C. Still-births ... 50
Form D. Laying out the dead 1
Form E. Liability to be a source of infection 9
Form F. Artificial feeding ... 5

Number of Midwives, 46, notified intention to practise and are
allocated as follows :—

Working privately 23

Working in Hospitals and Nursm,g Homes .. 10
Working in West Bromwich but rmdmg in outside

districts ... 13

46

No. of Visits paid (23 cases Gl:tlj?] OB 1L,

Unsuccessful Visits ... 18

Bags equipped : Eatmfa-ctury 23

Unsatisfactory —

Case Books : Satisfactory 22

Unsatisfactory : 1

Ante-Natal records : Satisfactory ... : 6

Not completely sataafactﬁr}' 16

Unsatisfactory o 1

Good 23

E Ferson { Unsatisfactory =~ ... .. —

Cleanliness [ Good 23

Home | Unsatisfactory ... .. —

Number able to—(1) Read Thermometer 23

(2) Read and Write 22

(3) Pass Catheter i e |

General Efficiency : Good ... 22

Foor: .. 1

Miss Twist is available every morning at the Health Depart-
ment for interview with any midwife seeking her assistance or
advice.

Stoving of clothes and disinfection of bags and instruments is
done free of charge by the Authority for any midwife.

(b) Maternity Homes.

The remarks I made last year regarding the lack of Maternity
Beds still holds good. If every woman who should be confined in
Hospital or Maternity Home sought admission to one in the town
large numbers would have to be turned away, owing to lack of
acoommodation.
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On the other hand, there are cases coming to my notice each
week which have no business to be confined under the sordid, over-
crowded home conditions in which they go through this critical
period of life ; but it is impossible in many cases to persuade them
otherwise. They refuse to take advantage of the wonderful facilities
offered them at Hallam Hospital. A tremendous amount of educa-
tion is yet necessary to drive into people’s minds the rapid advance-
ment made of recent years in medical and surgical science, and the
advantages to be gained thercby, and to drive out “ Old Mother
stories and prejudices.”

There is one Private Maternity Home in the Borough. The
Hallam Hospital, in their Maternity section, have 26 Maternity
Beds and an Ante-Natal Clinic attended weekly by Mr. Connell, the
visiting gynaecologist. This Ante-Natal Clinie, by mutual agree-
ment, has during the past year acted as a central consultative clinic
to which complieated cases of pregnancy and post-natal complica-
tions have been referred from the municipal Maternity Centres.
This is as it should be, and is a foreshadow of the working arrange-
ments which will come about next April under the Local Government
Act, 1929,

During the year 325 confinements were conducted at the Hallam
Hospital, in addition to which 163 cases were treated for various
complications, both ante and post-natal.

(¢) Puerperal Fever and Pyrexia Regulations and Maternal Deaths.

A complete scheme exists for dealing with cases of Puerperal
Fever and Pyrexia. Hospital accommodation is provided at the
Hallam Hospital by agreement with the Local Authority ;
specialised services are available for any medical man applying
to the Health Department for same ; bacteriological arrangements
exist for the examinations of material from these cases and Puerperal
Fever anti-serum is issued gratis at the Health Department for
necessitous cases.

Last year there was a serious increase both in Puerperal Fever
and Pyrexia cases and Maternal deaths due to other accidents or
conditions connected with pregnancy. Some part of this increase
may be accounted for by the unhealthy septic conditions which
prevailed throughout the year, but at the same time this knowledge
demands the immediate attention of all midwives and all attending
women in childbirth, not only to re-double their efforts regarding
ante-natal supervision but to pay particular attention to the clean-
liness of themselves, their instruments, their patient, the home and
the room in which the patient is to be confined.

Sixteen cases of Puerperal Pyrexia were notified during the
year, 10 of which were removed to Hallam Hospital. Seven cases
of Puerperal Fever were notified, 4 of whom were removed to Hallam
Hospital and 4 deaths resulted.
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On investigating these cases it was found that only 2 had
received any ante-natal care, and one of these was direetly respon-
sible for her death through refusing to carry out the medical advice
given.

There were 4 other Maternal Deaths due to accidents or diseases
of pregnancy, 2 only of whom had received ante-natal care. Three
of these calamities could quite possibly have been avoided if early
preventive treatment could have been adopted, and which would

have been the case if early medical examination had been resorted to.

Thus it is seen that 11 mothers lost their lives as a result of
childbirth, as against 4 the previous year.

(d) Ophthalmia Neonatorum Regulations.

A complete scheme exists for the treatment in Hospital and at
home of cases of Ophthalmia notified to the Health Department.
Four cases were notified during the year. Owing to mildness of
each case, all were nursed at home and attended by the family
medical man. No injury to sight or eyes resulted.

(c) Still-Births.

It is satisfactory to note that there was a considerable drop in
gtill births during the year as compared with the previous year.

Sixty-one cases were notified as against 85 in 1928,

THE INFANT AND THE YOUNG CHILD.
(@) Notification of Births.

Legitimate. Tllegitimate.
M. F. M. F. Total.
Births Registered ... 860 772 27 23 1,682
Births notified within 36 hours :—
Live Births. Still Births. Late
Midwives Dra. Midwives Drs. Notifications Total
1,563 108 48 i 11 1,722

(b) Home Visits under the Notification of Births Act.

1,746 first visits and 5,963 subsequent visits, making a total of
7,709, were made to infants under 12 months of age.

12,768 visits were made to children between the ages of 1—5
years.

Thus a total of 20,477 visits were made by the Health Visitors
to infants in the Maternity and Child Welfare Group.
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As I have already stated in previous reporta, I regard the visits
to the home of the greatest importance in Health Educational
Work. During the year the Committee have considered it necessary
to increase the number of visits, particularly to the 1—5-year-olds,
in order to encourage them to attend the clinics for general medical
overhaul at least once each vear, so as to detect and have remedied
minor defects before entering school. There are between 7,500 to
8,000 children between the age 1-—5 years in the Borough, and in
order that sufficient and regular visits can be made the Maternity
and Child Welfare Committee have during 1929, decided to add 2
extra nurses to their staff and to offer minor ailment treatment and
ophthalmie treatment, to be followed by dental treatment a little
later.

(c) Voluntary Infant Welfare Centre.

The Voluntary Centre in connection with Christ Church con-
tinues to hold its weekly session in the Parish Room, Bratt Street,
on Thursday afternoons. There is no doetor in attendance. Babies
are weighed and general advice is given on Infant Care and Manage-
ment. No food is given free, but Glaxo, Virol and Vitmar are sold.

In passing I would like to mention one important matter,
particularly to voluntary centres, and it is regarding the feeding of
an infant. No one has any right or business to advise a mother to
give up breast feeding an infant without first obtaining a medical
opinion. One is finding that many healthy mothers are giving up
breast feeding their infants on the slightest pretext, and I would
urge all voluntary workers to help us by dissuading mothers, so far
as is within their power, from taking such a step without first
obtaining medical advice, either privately or at one of the Municipal
Centres.

(d) Municipal Welfare Centres.

There are 5 centres under the control of the Authority. Two
new centres were completed during the year: the Boulton Road
Centre and the Greets Green Centre in Whitehall Road. The
latter was not opened until January of the present year.

The Authority are contemplating the erection of a new Centre
in the vieinity of Stone Cross, to serve the rapidly increasing popula-
tion of the Charlemont and Crankhall Lane districts.

The centre at Hamstead is also most unsuitable and it has been
decided to have plans and estimates drawn up with a view to replae-
ing the present centre by a more convenient temporary or semi-
permanent building.

The attendances made by infants at the centres continues to be
satisfactory but it is necessary that the 1—5-year-olds Ehuuld
attend at least once each year for medical examinatio
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already dealt with this subject earlier in the report, and it is highly
satisfactory to note that the Maternity and Child Welfare Committes
have adopted a progressive policy, providing for the needs of this all-
important group of children.

Our voluntary helpers, to whom we are all greatly indebted
and to whom I express my best thanks for their valuable assistance,
continue in their enthusiasm to increase their labours. This
association of ladies at the latter part of the year decided to com-
mence sewing classes in the centres in order to encourage mothers
to make their own baby clothes and lying-in outfits, and already I
understand that many mothers are taking full advantage of these
classes. I also understand from Councillor Mrs. Smallman, the
Chairman of the Association, that if the classes prove a success and
the necessary help and funds are available, they will probably be
extended to more pretentious things, such as simple cooking lessons
and general housewifery. All this work goes to make the centres
popular, and any work which is done to encourage the attendances
at the centres with a view to bettering the health and lives of the
little ones is more than praiseworthy.

The following table indicates the attendances, etc., made at
gach of the Centres during the year 1929,

ATTENDANCES MADE AT THE CENTRES.

Centres ... i oo | Ham- | Greeta Boulton| Hill | High- Totala
stead | Green | Road | Top | fields
Infants under 1 t;mr
New ... “a 29 191 238 138 242 Bis
Old ava 307 | 2,825 | 2,856 | 1,021 | 2,851 @ 10,850
Total ... 42¢ | 3,016 | 3,004 | 2,069 | 3,003 | 11,688
Seen by Doctor ... 189 83l GO2Z 402 G55 2,379
Children 1 to 5 years.
Nele o i 31 20 | 80 20 44 | 195
Old 465 | 1,640 | 1,179 | 1,077 | 1,615 56,876
Total ... 498 | 1,660 | 1,260 | 1,087 | 1,659 6,071
Seen by Doctor . 178 230 | 234 271 242 | 1,155
Awerage Attendances o_r .
Children per Session ... 23 a7 o4 38 | 59 —
Ante- Natal {Z'cwza ! : ,I |
New ... % b 13 4I gL | 174 261
Old 5 10 8 | 78| 105 206
Total ... . 14 | 23 12 139 369 557
Poast Natal e 611 164 189 130 180 | 714

All Ante- and Fost-Natal Cases are examined by a doctor.
Number of Cases referred to Hospital from Centres ... .o 6D
NMumber of Cases referred to District Nurses from Centres - e
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(e) Ultra-Violet Light.

Much good work has been done at the Light Clinic during the
year for infants attending the Welfare Centres. 63 cases in all have
received Light Treatment, 19 of whom have been discharged as
cured. 12 of the cured cases were suffering from Rickets. Further
details will be found under the report of the work of the Ultra-Violet
Light Clinie.

(f) Orthopaedic Treatment.

There is no definite Orthopaediec scheme as yet. I have
already dealt with this subject in my opening remarks to this
section of the report.

(7) Home Nursing.

The West Bromwich Distriect Nursing Association has under-
taken the home nursing of cases of Measles, Whooping Cough,
Pneumonia and Ophthalmia Neonatorum when requested by the
Medical Officer of Health.

(k) Minor Ailments.

It is to be hoped that during the year 1930 minor ailments will
be dealt with under the Maternity and Child Welfare scheme. For
this purpose it is necessary for the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee and School Medical Committee to have working arrange-
ments, and with this object in view I have advised the Authority to
have the school minor ailment sub-clinics in the same buildings as
the Infant Welfare Centres ; this has been carried outin the new
Centres recently erected.

As stated elsewhere, it is the intention of the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee to gradually extend treatment facilities
to include ophthalmic and dental treatment for toddlers.

(¢) Provision of Milk and Food.
Dried Milk, Cod Liver OQil, Virol, ete., is available at all centres,

Torar. NUMBER oF PErRsSoNs To wHOM FREE FooD was ALLOWED
DURING 1929,

Expectant Mothers 3
Nursing Mothers 16
Infants ... a{H]
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PurCHASES AND SALES oF MLk Foop, Erc., For THE YEAR FROM

18T JANUARY TO 31sT DECEMBER, 1929,
Total.
£ 8 d
Purchases of Milk Food, ete. ... 1,097 7 7
Cost of Administration 137 4 4

1,234 11 11
Less Sales 982 13 6

£261 18 b5

(f) Care of Illegitimate Infants.

Provisgion is made by the Guardians at the Nursery situated in
the grounds of Great Barr Colony. Owing to its situation there
will be some little difficulty in utilising this nursery when the Local
Government Act comes into operation in April next. Some arrange-
ments with the Authorities concerned will have to be made or new

premises found.

Assistance is also rendered to many girls by the W&aﬁ Bromwich
Girls’ Welfare Society.

(k) Summary of Visits paid by Health Visitors during 1929.

To Expectant Mothers ... 566
To Infants under 1 year—I1st vmlts s 1,748
Revisits .+ 0,963
Total Visits under 1 year ... e —— 7,709
To Children 1—5 ... s 12768
Maternal and Infant Death lunqmrms 302
Ophthalmia Neonatorum Visits ... 19
Still-birth Enquiries 50
Re Maternity Fees . 79
Miscellaneous Visits {mnludmg Infechuus DIEGE-EEE] 1,190
Grand total vk, o SRR
() Infant Mortality. Rate 106.4.
Total Number of Deaths under 1 year of age ... 179
Number of Deaths under 4 weeks of age ... 62
Total Infant Deaths under 5 years 330

As a result of the successive and almost simultaneous outbreaks
of Influenza, Measles and Whooping Cough during the first 4 months
of the year, the toll taken of infant lives was heavy. A total of
179 infants under one year died as against 126 the previous year,
Of this total 63 deaths were directly caused by the epidemics men-
tioned above, whereas there were only 23 deaths from these causes

the previous year.
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The total number of deaths of infants coming within the domain
of the Maternity and Child Welfare Act was 330, as against 173
during the year 1928.

Dr. Anderson, Assistant Medical Officer, has made an analysis
from Health Visitors’ reports of 320 of the total deaths, which I
quote shortly below.

|
MarEs. FEMALES. | Total
Cause of Death, { 0-5
0-1yr. |1-5yrs. | 0-lyr. | 1-5yrs. | years
Bronchitis, pneumonia, ete... 24 34 23 32 | 113
Meansles a i l B 16 4 14 | 4
Whooping Gnugh 3 10 4 14 | 31
Gastritis, Enteritis, ete. ... 16 4 b 3 | 28
Congenital Malformations ...| 16 — 2 — 18
Debility, Marasmus, ete. ... 12 —_ 8 — 20
Pl‘ﬂmat-ll'ﬂt}" BE ErE mem 2[. b 11 T 31
Convulsions ... 2 — — — 2
Birth injuries and accidents.. 3 3 3 1 10
Tuberculosis ... 4 1 1 _ G
Meningitis ... ca —_— 1 — — 1
Searlet Faver... . el — - —_ 1 1
Dipliﬂlﬂl'iﬂ- s aea -.+lr| . ﬂ _— _— g
Other Causes | (1] (i} - 4 16
Totals i 111 7 61 71 1 320
Feeding.

The method of feeding was ascertained in 84 children under one
year of age, who had died of (a) bronchitis, pneumonia, ete. ;
(b) measles ; (¢) whooping cough ; or (d) gastritis, enteritis, ete.

Breast o 33 39.3 per cent.

Breast suppIemented by other food 13 155

Artificial feeding ... 38 45.2 55
Housing,

The housing conditions in 215 deaths under 5 years of age
who had died of (2) bronchitis, pneumonia, ete.; (b) measles ;
(¢) whooping cough ; or (d) gastritis, enteritis, ete. :—

75, or 34.4 per cent. were unsatisfactory owing to dirt or over-
crowding or both.

N.B.—This is a very conservative estimate.

An analysis of the Districts in which these deaths occurred
has also been made, with the following results :—
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Lyng Ward
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Giraats Creen Ward

Tantany Ward

Spon Lane ‘Wan‘i "

Lyndon Ward

Town Hall Ward

Sandwell Ward
Hamstead

for prevention is obvious.

- aw

65
53
52
50
d 31
o 31

27
11
1

Thus it is seen that infant mortality is closely associated with
overcrowding and slumdom.

The death-rate from Diarrhoea and Enteritis still remains
high ; the cause is bad mother-craft and nurture, and the remedy

The following table gives in detail the causes of death of infants

under 1 year of age.

=]
e E é 'g "E '§ _E -
%lg|5|4|8al5222/52 2402 8
3 % g 4l = s = o g
Cavses oF DEATH - ElE _§ ﬁg gﬂaﬂﬁ 3
g o o | w[32|2 8|58 SESEl58
B~ | | & Eﬂﬁ En ZslEa Eg S5
= g |8 (BT|F
I - T A -]
Small-pox
Chicken-pox R i
Measles iwi wi 1 ] L)
Eaa.rlat Fervar - |
E:J 1 i} 1 7
Dipht ria an::'l Cmup
Erysipelas
Tuberculous Memng1tm <R 1 1 2
{Abdn-nm:m.l Tuberculogia ... 1 1
Dther Tuberculous Diseases 1 1 2
Menin l:.m {ﬂm! Tﬂbmuhm}
Con 1 1 1] 2
Lnr?ngltis
Eronchitis 1 1 3| 2| 8{ 3] 12
Pneumonia (all f{:rms] 1 1] 9| 6| 0| 10 ) 34
Diarrhoea |
Enteritis 1 1 6 7 [ 4 13§19
Gastritis ... S 1 1 2
Syphilis 1 1 1
Rickets :
Suffocation, uEﬂrlymg
at Birt
Congenital Malformations ...| 8| 2| 1 1y &0 20 18
Premature Birth ... 2] 4| 1| 2§28 2] 1 | 31
Atrophy, Debility la.m:l Mn.m- . |
mus A [ ol W 1 By T 2] 21 2] 22
Other Causes b | 1 6] 4| 4 1| 15
Totals 44| 7| 4| 7)62]35(27|27|28fi7o
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(n) Infantile Mortality Rates since First Recorded.

Year Rata Year Rate Year Rate
1872 152 1882 158 1862 171
1873 163 1883 177 1803 211
1874 156 1884 180 1804 162
1875 160 1885 176 1895 157
18786 144 1886 169 1896 118
1877 162 1887 158 1897 176
1878 159 1888 158 1868 182
1879 167 1889 176 1889 179
1880 162 1860 170 1900 191
1881 152 1801 172 1901 163

Decennial Aver. 156.7 | Decennial Aver. 160.3 | Decennial Aver. 169.9

1902 162 1912 122.5 1922 88.6
1903 164 1913 140.4 1923 87.8
1904 149 1914 104.4 1024 88.6
1905 150 1915 133.1 1925 98.8
1908 159 1916 B9.8 1926 79.2
1907 151 1917 121.5 1927 107.1
1908 140 1018 - 118.1 1928 74.7
1909 152 1919 103.0 1929 106.4
1910 108.5 1920 109.2

1911 139.5 1921 96.9

—_—

Decennial Aver, 147.3 Decennial Aver, 113.3
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TUBERCULOSIS.

During the year 152 new cases of Tuberculosis came to the
notice of this department, of which 85 were pulmonary and 67 were
non-pulmonary cases. In all there were 403 known cases of Tuber-
enlosis (all forms) in the Borough on December 31st, 1929, This
is an increase of 46 cases above the figure for December 31st, 1928,

Eight cases came to our notice after death. Whilst this shows
steady improvement in notifying cases, it is not entirely satisfactory.

The figures above show an inerease in the number of cases ot
Tuberculosis in the Borough which is a very serious matter and calls
for the immediate attention of the Tuberculosis Committee. In the
first place, there are one or two medical men who are still very
lax in their notifications, and it is only when the patient is at the
point of death that we become aware of the case. Again, a large
number of cases only seek medical advice for the first time when
the disease is in an advanced and infectious condition and when
little or nothing beyond isolation for the safety of others can be
done. Regarding the matter of late notification, I have heard it
argued that it is of little value notifying the Health Department as
very little can be done : the patient may be sent away to Sanatorium
for three or six months, only to return to the same house to resume
life under exactly the same conditions as previously, undoeing in a
very short time the good which has been derived from Sanatorium ;
this is perfectly true, and I will go further and add that when this
happens the cost of the sanatorium treatment is a sheer waste of
money—to the tune of 40s. to 50s. per week per patient. This
argument, however, is no excuse for non-notification—if we never
become aware of cases until death the little which can be done at
present, particularly that of safeguarding the health of contaets, is
left undone with the resulting increase of fresh cases. I would like
to re-assure those medical men who believe in the above argument
that the medical officers at the Health Department are fally alive
to all defects which exist in the tuberculosis serviee, and that both
they and the Committee are doing their utmost to improve the
service and to rectify defects, but it calls for much patience as
the cost at the outset is heavy, although much will be saved in the
long run.

Particulars of new cases during the year are shown in the
following tables :—
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Form A Foru B Otherwise x Total
Non- Non- Non-
Age Pul Pul- Pul- Pul- Pul- Pul-
Period | monary | monary | monary | monary | monary | monary
M F|M F M FM F|IM F/M F
TR T el i T AR S LI SR SRS B ) I SR
—86]—|—| 8| 8] —|—|—|—|—|—]| 1|— 7
5—10 1] — a 4| — 1|17 61— 1) — | — 3l
10—15 1 2 3| — 1| —| 3 2|l =|=|— 1 13
15—20 | — 3 1 fl—|—|—| == |—=|—|— 9
20—26 i} 7] 3 1} — | —| = | — 1] — | — 1 16
25—356 | 10 2] 1 Jl—|—|=|—1-— 2| — 1 25
35—46 | 11 Aol = e | = | = | == 14 [Eresheg) |fesetal [HpRS 99
ettt = S s = lE el =1=% 185
e (BN (R SRR L ) RS BSEG e BN Ol S R (IR
B5— R R (AR R R SN RS RS (RO T I T S R
42 | 28 | 15| 18 1 1] 20 7 8 i) 4 3| 162
X SOURCE OF INFORMATION—
1. Death Returns 4 Pulmonary. 4 Non-pulmonary.
2, Post-humous Notification - Pulmonary 1 Non-pulmonary.
8. * Inward " Transfers. 9 Pulmonary 2 Non-pulmonary.
Cases on Register, 1st January, 1929.
M. F. C. Total
Pulmonary s sess A0 66 27 197
Non-Pulmonary ... e 35 106 160
Cases added during 1929,
Pulmonary e Seas AT 30 - 8 85
Non-Pulmonary ... 6 12 49 67
Cases removed during 1929,
Pulmonary - SRR 32 8 it
Non-Pulmonary ... 5 7 17 29
Cases on Register, 31st December, 1929,
Palmonary Y AR R G4 27 205
Non-Pulmonary ... 1 40 138 198

Deaths from Tuberculosis.

The Tuberculosis death-rate for the year ending 31st December,
1929, is 0.87 per 1,000 persons (population figure, 80,840). Pul-
monary death-rate is 0.69 and Non-Pulmonary death-rate is 0.19
per 1,000 persons.
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The 71 deaths recorded were distributed as follows :(—

1 ﬂgﬂ
| Periods.

E.
L3537
5

M.

Non-Pulmonary.

F.

| 0—1
IR =
| 5—10
| 10—15
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Notified before death .

Pulmonary. Non.Pulmonary.

EE saw

Not notified before death

Percentage not notified ...

11
4
28.7

52
4
T.14

Total.
63
#
11.3

The occupations of persons dying as a result of Tuberculosis

are as follows :(—

No. of No.of
Occupations. Deaths. Occupations. Deaths,
Housewive. ... - 14 Enameller 2 1
School Children 4 Iron Casement Fitter ... 1
Labourers ... G Book Binder ... - 1
Navvies 2 Printers’ Cutter - 1
Boot Repairers 2 Envelope Maker o 1
Coal Loader ... I Factory Hands .. 2
Miner ... 1 Cinema Operator 1
Iron Roller ... 1 Laundress 1
Iron Flange Welder i Carpenter and Joiner ... 1
Roll Turner ... e 1 Chauffeur : - 1
Tron Worker ... . 1 Chemist ... i : 1
Steel Smelter 1 Publican - 1
Driller S 1 Carter ia 1
Tube Straightener 1 Domestic s 1
Brass Worker 1 Clerk . 1
Steel Cutter ... 1 Shorthand-Typist " 1
Pattern Maker 1 Salesman . |
Spring Maker e 1 Commission Agent ... 1
Balance Maker 1 No Occupation ... 8
Machinist 1
Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regl. 1925.
No notices were served under Article 5 of these Regulations

during the year.
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WORK OF THE ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.

Throughout the year full benefit has been derived from the
well-appointed Consulting Room, Dressing Rooms and Waiting
Room, and other Offices which were opened in 1927,

Sessions.—The Sessions held are as follows :—

Tuesdays ... 10a.m. to 12,
Wednesdays 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Saturdays ... 10 a.m. to 12 (Sehool Children).

The enormous increase in the work of the Anti-Tuberculosis
Dispensary noted in the last Annual Report has been maintained
during the past year. During 1929 there were 173 new cases,
examined, as compared with 164 during 1928 and 109 during 1927 ;
of these 104 were accepted for treatment or observation, as compared
with 81 during the previous vear. A most important branch of the
preventive work of the dispensary is represented by the 60 New
Contacts and 10 Old Contacts examined during the year. Your
Tuberculosis Officer paid 45 visits to patients’ homes during the
year under survey—as compared with 17 the previous year—an
increase of over 150 per cent. These visits are dealt with in more
detail under the heading of * Supervision of Home Conditions.”

The work carried out is summarised as follows :—
M. F. C. Totals

New cases examined . 55 40 78 . 173
New cases accepted f{]'.[‘ tre&tmant 27 17 34 78
New cases accepted for observation .. 4 - R | R
New cases not accepted ... 24 19 26 69
Number of old cases re-examined ... 108 73 34 215
New Contacts examined 13 9 38 G0
No. of old Contacts re-examined ... — 1 9 10
No. of re-attendances ... ©07 508 961 <2076
No. of re-attendances for Ul'ta'& Violet

Light Treatment .. Sad - 28 445 BHS 1331

CrassiFioaTioNn ofF (Cases AcceEpTED FOR TREATMENT ACCORDING
70 AGE AND TyYPE oF DISEASE.

| Age I Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.
| Period. | M. F. M. F.

| 0—1 | '
1—6

5—10

10—15
156—20
20—26

25—35
35—45
4555
65—0G5
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CoNTAcTs AND OBSERVATION (CASES ARRANGED PER AGE AND SEX

0=5 | 6=10(10=15/15=2020-2526-35 35—45&5—55}55—‘55 Total
Obsarvation—
Males 2 8 5 1 | - 1 1 1 19
Females ...| - 2 1 | 1 1 - 7
Contacts— ... |
Males 8 9 i} T 4 2 - - a6
Females ... 4 | i 4 3 | i 3 1 1 - 24
CasEs DISCHARGED DURING THE YEAR 1929,
M. F. C. Totals
Discharged as *“ Cured " . g2 —  — 2
Discharged as Non- Tuberculous 43 33 68 144
Cases removed to other Areas T 4 g 13

OcovraTions oF NEw CaAsES ACCEPTED FOR TREATMENT AND

OBSERVATION,
No. Nao.
Occupations. Accepted. Occupations. Accepted.

School Children e 54 . Glass Worker sas 1
Housewives ... s 11 Btoker i 1
Factory Hands . 4 Boatman - 1
Laundresses ... 3 Tram Driver - i 1
Labourers ... b Steam Lorry Driver ... 1
Clerks . 2 Miner .. : 1
Shop Assistants 2 Steel Frame Fitter 1
Sawyers' Labourer ... 1 | Navvy ... 1
Bricklayers® Labourer 1 | Conch Painter ... 1
Colliery Labourer 1 Typewriter Assembler ... 1
Spring Maker 1 Carpenter and Joiner ... 1
Bragss Pickler 1 i Telegraph Operator . 1
Driller : 1 Warchouseman ... o 1
Machinist 1 Barman .. s 1
Erector 1 | Domestic : 1
Bafe Maker 1 - Hmrtimmr = 1
Turner... 1 | Gardener.. : 1
Fitter 1 | Salesman 1
Iron Worker ... 2 | Dranghtsman 1
Crane Worker | | No occupsation ... 8
Bottle Maker 1 |

Diagnosis of Tuberculosis.
The Dispensary has played its part as an aid to diagnosis in

doubtful cases to an even greater degree than in 1928.

It is to be

regretted, however, that the majority of patients referred to the
Dispensary cannot be said to be in the early stages of the disease ;
a happier state of affairs will not be reached until early medical
advice is sought for symptoms which often herald an attack of
tuberculosis—namely, lassitude, loss of appetite and persistent
coughs so often miscalled ** Influenza.™
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Special forms of investigation were again utilised whenever
necessary ; 20 patients were X-rayed, and Sputum Examinations
were performed in 296 cases ; both these figures will probably be
greatly exceeded in 1930.

Sputum Examined.—The following specimens were examined
during the year :—

Positive. Negative. Total.

General Practitioners 29 145 174
Dispensary ... 28 91 119
School Clinie — 3 3

57 239 296

— e —

X-ray Examinations.—20 patients underwent X-ray examina-
tions.

Provision of Extra Nourishment, Medicine, ete.

Allowances of Milk, Cod Liver Oil, ete., are provided to tuber-
culous patients in accordance with the conditions laid down by the
Ministry of Health. Insured patients are referred to their own
private practitioners for medicine, ete., others are helped whenever
necessary at the Dispensary.

SUPERVISION OF HOME CONDITIONS.

For the last two years your Tuberculosis Officer has drawn
attention to the appalling conditions found in the homes of patient
when first they come to the notice of the Dispensary. This year
has, unfortunately, proved to be no better. A tremendous burden
of work is thrown upon the Dispensary Staff in an endeavour to
ameliorate the lot of the poor consumptive and diminish the risk
of infection run by those living with him. Health Visitors have
paid 1,319 visits to the homes of patients suffering from Tuber-
culosis, compared with 1,136 the previous year; a report has been
presented to the Tuberculosis Sister after each of these visits, and
she brings to the notice of the Clinical Tuberculosis Officer any case
warranting special investigation. A determined effort iz being
made to improve these home conditions ; 45 visits last year were
made to patients’ homes by the Clinical Tuberculosis Officer, as
compared with 17 the previous year. The only solution of the
difficulty in the most urgent cases is the rehousing of the entire
family under better conditions. Until rehousing is possible we must
axpect to continue to see whole families suceumb to the disease as
they have done in the past.
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Summary of Visits to Homes for Dispensary Purposes.

| M F C Totals
Consultations by T.0, S 4 1 1 fi
Home wvisits h}r T.0. o e 23 16 it 45
First Visits by Health Visitors P | 65 4] 10 166
Re-vigits by Health Visitors e | 424 366 363 1153
SIZES OF HOUSES VISITED.
NumBER oF Rooms 1x Houseg.
Rooms — 1 2 3 1 4 ] i | 8 and over
Cases 2 5 | 46 ‘ 53 ‘ 35 I 14

HOME CONDITIONS OF CASES VISITED FOR THE

FIRST TIME.
Fairly Moderate Good |
Dirty Clean Clean Light Light Damp | Close
17 11 127 23 132 20 E1
Through Back to Single Defective Windows opon
Ventilation Back Houses Windows Day and Night
128 14 13 2 106
Windows open
day only Overcrowding )
18 32
SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS.
Separate Separate Bed but others
Bedroom in Room Others in Bed
1 2 3 4 65 6 7T 81 2 ¥ 4 b B T 8
DGR, | e | B A e TS Bl B e e

_—

———

x 11 Cases were notified from Asylums, etc., and it was impossible to
get particulars re sleeping arrangements, etc,

Issue of Shelters.

No shelters have been lent to patients during 1929, It is
difficult to find a suitable case at the right time of the year who has
a good site for a shelter ; this difficulty has been partly overcome
by the erection of shelters in the grounds of the Fever Hospital,
where several cases have been accommodated during the year.
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Home Nursing.

The arrangements made with the District Nursing Association
for the home nursing of necessitous cases have again proved very
useful. 192 visits for home nursing were paid during 1929,

Co-ordination of Dispensary with other Health Services.

There is complete co-ordination between the School Medical,
the Maternity and Child Welfare services and the Dispensary.
Saturday morning session is devoted entirely to the examination of
children.

Reports of children found to be suffering from Tuberculosis
are furnished weekly to the appropriate departments.

Contacts amongst school children are kept continuously under
supervision at the School Clinie, and are referred to the Tuber-
culosis Officer should any suspicious symptoms arise.

INSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT.

The arrangements for providing sanatorium treatment of
patients have remained the same thronghout the year: 12 beds
at Romsley Hill Sanatorium for early cases and 5 at Holly Lane
Sanatorium for advanced cases. Fortunately, our own Tuber-
culosis Pavilion in the grounds of the Borough Isolation Hospital,
Heath Lane, is rapidly nearing completion. 1t will thus be possible
at an early date to arrange for the segregation and treatment of
most of our advanced and highly infectious cases.

SANATORIUM BEDS RETAINED BY THE WesT BroMwichH
AUTHORITY DURING THE YEAR 1929,

M. F. Totals.
Homsley Hill Sanatorium 6 6 12
Holly Lane Sanatorium 3 2 5
Extra Beds taken during the year :
Royal Orthopaedic 1
Hayling Island Open Air School |
Hallam Hospital ... Beds taken for urgent casecs as

required,
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I'asrLE SHowing THE ExTENT oF RESiDENTIAL TREATMEXT.

S s C Totals.
In Sanatorium lst Jan., 1620  ...| 11 6 4 21
Sent during 1929— ] |
Pulmonary R it (R (e S 1 - 53
Non-Pulmonary ] R A 3 | 4
Observation - weef 3 2 3 B
Discharged during 1920— |
Pulmonary 5 el o BE 13 3 52
Non-Pulmonary ... 2 1 4 —_ 5
Obsgervation e ‘| 3 2 8 | 5
Died in Sanatorium-— .
Pulmonary S il 3 3 — 1]
Non-Pulmonary ... at] = ] = —_ | =
In Sanatorium 3ist Dec., 1929 1 -8 2 |l 15
Average duration of stay in Sanatorium ... .- 12 days.
Average maximum stay in Sanatorium ... o 365 days.

Orthopaedics and Treatment of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

The Authority as yet has no Orthopaedic Clinic ; arrange-
ments, however, exist with the Orthopaedic Hospital, Birmingham,
the Authority paying part of whole of cost of treatment according
to circumstances. No beds are retained by the Authority, but are
taken as necessity arises.

Synthetic Sunlight Treatment.

There were 1,331 attendances for Ultra-Violet Light Treatment
by patients suffering from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. The
great value of this form of treatment may be realised by consulting
the separate report on the Ultra-Violet Light Clinic, where improve-
ment of greater or less degree is noted in almost every case,

Dental Treatment—Tuberculosis Patients.

The arrangements with the Hallam Hospital, sanctioned by
the Ministry, for the Dental Treatment of necessitous cases of Tuber-
culosis, are still in force. They are seldom found necessary—most
patients being treated under the National Health Insurance Scheme.

Tuberculosis Care Work.

There are no loeal arrangements.
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TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME OF THE WEST BROMWICH COUNTY
BOROUGH COUNCIL.

Return showing the work of the Dispensary durinig the year 1929,

PriMonaRy NoN-PULMONARY ToTaL
Diacnosis Adulta Child'n | Adults Child'n Adulte Child’'n
M F M F M F M F M I M F

A.—New Cases examined during 1 ' Ee

the year (excluding contacts) : | , f
(z) Definitely tuberculous v 20| 1B 1 1 2| 2128 o127 17| 24110
(8} Doubtfully tuberculova .| — | — | — | =} = =] —=| —] 4| 4| 18] 3
(c) Non-tuberculous e — | — | == — = —— b= 2419158 11

B.—Contacts examined during the I | | [
year :—- | |

{a) Definitely tuberculous == 1| === 1| =]=|=]| 2| =
{El-; Doubtfully tuberculous il et = | e ‘ o [ [ e el 5 1
__{e) Non-tuberculous A T T T T ST A e
C.—Caszes written off the Dispen- | | ! |
sary Register ag |
(@) Cured e el — | — | — =} 2| == =] 2| —=| ==
() Diagnosis not confirmed or

non-tubereulous  (ineluding I

eancellation of cases notified |

in error) il =l — | — | =} — | — | — | — | 43 33 | 41 | 27
—Number of Persons on Dis.

nengury Register on Decem-

ber 3lst, 1920 :—
{a) Diagnosis completed ... B1 | 45 6| B8 9|25 |64 33190 70| 52| 41
(#) Diagnosie not completed .| — | —| —|—|—|—|—|—] 1] 3| &8} 2

1. Number of persons on Dispensary 9. Number of patients to whom Dental approx,
Register on January 1st, 1920 .., 218 Treatment was given, at or in

2. Number of patients transferred from connection with the Dispensary 16
other areas and of * lost sight 10. Number of consultations with medi-
of " cases returned e Zoc i | cn:: pra.?til;iunﬁra —

3. Number of patients transferred to (s) &t Tomes of Applicanta e
other meu;'} and cases ** lost sight (b} Otherwise rax ae e 153
of o o 28 11. Kumber of other visits by Tuber-

4. Died during the year 2 246 culosis Officers to Homes S ]

6. Number of ohservition cazes under 12. Number of visits byNurses or Health
A {-5'} and B ﬂ-‘] above in which Visitors to Homes for Dlﬂpﬂnﬂll‘}l’
period of observation exceeded ! bl -e 1352
2 months s e Al 13. Number of

8§ Mumbor of attendances at the Tha- ] H!'III:','II:I?IIII,EEIS of sputum, ete. ox- T

: i amine
_Penmr‘? (including Contacts) = SRS (b) X-ray examinations made,

7. Number of attendances of non-pul in connection with Dispensary work 20
monary cases at Orthopedic Out. N i1 | D Di
stations for treatment or super- app. 14, D umimrut nsured 'arscns on Ls-
vision : 188 pensary Hegister on the 3lst Dee 114

'8, Number of attendances, at General See 15. Number of Insured Persons under
Hospitals or other Institutions foot .”m!"“l”"'y] Urentiment, on. the A
approved for the purpose, of note S e 2
patients for 16. Number of reports receivesd] during

{a) ** Light "' treatment ... the year in respect of Insured
(k) Other special forms of treatment ersons ;
() Form G.1. 17 —
(B) Form (.5, 36 18
Of the 3407 attendances at the Dispensary, 1,331 were attendances of Dispensary Cases at

tie Ultra Violet Light Clinic held at the Dispensary.
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(Memo. 87-T. Table IL)
RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS.

(A) AvERAGE NUMBER OF BEDS AVAILABLE FOR PATIENTS DURING THE YEAR

19249,
Nmn-f’uhnonar}r
Pulmonary Tub'losis Tuberculosis
Observa- : :
tion “ Bana- “ Hoa- |Disease of Other Total
torium ** | pital ¥ |Bones and Con-
Beda Beds Joints | ditions
Adult Males . (i _ B . o ‘ — 0
Adult Females s (i I 2 — | — 8
Children under 15 ..| — = - S 2
Total = 12| 5 PR Lol R
| | J |

(B) Rerorn sHOwWING THE EXTENT oF RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT DURING THR

YEar 1929,
In Admitted | Discharged  Died | In
Insti*tions | during the | during the | in the | Insti'tions
on Jan. 1 year | year | Insti’tions | on Deec. 31
=M 11 37 Wil 25 3
=] | |
<F 6 19 17 R
Number of Patienta ... [ _ |
EM 2 —_ 1 — | 1
9 | .
SF | 2 1 2 | _— 1
M I — 3 3 o o
ZF S 2 2 — ‘ e
Number of Observation . _ .
Cases s —_ | 2 g | = | =
3 | | |
oF — 1 1 : = , =
Total 21 i g | i | 15

* N.B.—Seventoen beds are definitely retained by the Authority.



(Memo. 37-T. Table III).

Bervey Spowing Tnrw ImMEDIATE RESUTLTE OoF TREATMENT OF

DUERING THE YEAR 1929.

ParienTs

AND OF
Opservarion oF DoverrFuL Casegs Discmancen FroM ReEsipeENTIAL INSTITUTIONS

|

Classification

on adomEsion

Condition at time
of discharge

to the
Institution

—_—

PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Duration of Hesidential Treatment in
the Instituti ion

Under 3 |

months
Ir‘[ 1"

Qmanﬂant S

od .

T.
15,
=
B
2 7
=

min

Died in Institution ...

No material |mpruvnnwnt

RS
1]1
1

“Ch.

e

M__'_'_ ]

-

.J D

onths.

]
months.

. M F Lh

 More than
12 month |

M F

1ass T.B. | Class
lus l'.rpl

| No material unpmvame«nt
Died in Institution .

"'.“T'
1
1

-_

l:.h

Totals

J,;

¢\ No material |mpmvemaﬂi:r .

Elmsa'rn
us, Lap

U Quiescent ...
Improved ... ) e

| Died in Institution . o

[

|

Improved . wi
No material improvement ..
Died in Institution ...

| Quiescent ...

NON-PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS

Improved ...

Bones & HClass T.B.
_Tni.nli F*alm. ﬂ'p.ﬂi

Diied in Institution .

Quisscent or Arrested

Neo material improw ement .

l:}_uim-{ ent or A rrﬂstﬂr]
Improved

I.Ahdn‘mina].

Died in Institution .

No msterial 1mprcrvement

 e—

ﬁl]iﬂ&ﬂﬁnb or ;i.rmstad
| Improved ...
| No matorial 1rnpmvarnmm
| Dhed in Tnstitution .

Other
U'rgsms-

—— ————

Quieseent or Arr&amd
Improved ... i

No matorial |mpmuament.
Died in Institution ...

Peripheral
Glands

Tuberculous
Non-tuberculous
Doubtful

Under

Iwmk i

]

1—2
“IBBliH.

More than
4 weoks

[N




(a) PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.

Table IV,

Memo. 37-T.

posseasion of the

the patients first came under Public Medical Treat-

yoars in which

Annual Raturn showing in summary form the condition of all Patients whose case records are in the
ment for pulmonary tuberculosis, and their classification as shown on Form A.
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These figures are Dot included in the above Table.

N.B.—8 Pulmonary and 12 Non-pulmonary cases were discharged as * cured "' during the year 1925, and 21 Non-pulmonary cases were
discharged in the year 1926.
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ULTRA-VIOLET LIGHT CLINIC.

The Ultra-Violet Light Clinic for convenience and lack of room
elsewhere is accommodated in the Anti-tuberculosis Dispensary.

Treatment.—The treatment is administered by Sister Collins,
who is in charge of the Dispensary. A doctor is in attendance on
Monday and Wednesday afternoons for seeing new cases and
veriodical survey of all cases.

Sessions.—Light sessions are held throughout the day on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The sessions are divided as
follows :—

TuveercvLosis CASES :
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.

ScrooL CHILDREX (except T.B. Conditions) :

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons, 3.30 to
5 o’clock.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CASES :

Monday, Wednesday and Friday afterncons, 1.45 to
3 o'clock.

Records.—Records of each case are kept on special record
forms. A new form specially for Rachitic Cases was instituted
during the year, which should be the means of collecting much
interesting data when sufficient have been obtained.

The Lamps.—Two in number of the Mercury Vapour type—
are being overhauled periodically by the makers in order to keep
them efficient.

The fn!luwmg tables indicate briefly the work done during the
year :—

Report on Ultra-Violet Ray Treatment, year 1929,

Cases on Books, 1st January, 1929 ... 70
Cases added during the year 122
Total Cases receiving treatment ... 192
Cases discharged s 137
Cases on Books, 31st December, 1929 56

Total Attendances ... ... .« eee oen 4,072
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The following table indicates the distribution of the total cases
between the various Health Services :—

M. and Tuber-
C.W. culosis. School. Total.
Cases o =3 63 52 17 192
Attendances e 1,151 1,331 1,590 4072

Of the 1,331 exposures of notified Tuberculosis cases, 835
exposures were given to School Children. This number is not
ncluded in the 1,590 exposures to School Cases.

The following cases were treated and discharged during the
period under review :—

Infant Welfare Centre Cases.

Much No.im- Un- Left | Failed | Treat-

Cured | im- Im- | prove- suit- | Dis- to ment

proved | proved | ment | able | trict |attend |refused
Rickets 12 3 3 1 1 1 3 3
Debility 4 2 6 = | 1 1 2 -
Ansemia 2 - - - - - - -
Marasmus = - - - - 1 - - 1
Catarrh 1 - - - - - == =
Er'chitis | - - - - 1 - - -
Knock- | - - - - 2 - - -

knee | referred
I hozp.

19 | 4 ] 9 1 i) 2 ] 4

Sl o= riemee W dreere e e et LS

Tuberculosis Dispensary Cases.

Much No | Un- | Left |Failed [Treat- | Ref.
Cured | im- I Im- | imp’ | suit- | Dis- | to | ment | Hosp-
Ipmvad proved| ment | able | trict abl-r-*ndin-f-.mnrl ital
Glandular | — 0 | 4 = | 3 1 | — | — | =
T.BE. Mesen- | . . | |
terica ... 1 e — = o - 1 | —
L'l.l us e s e l 1 = ==t | G —
T.B. Spine | — -— — — | — el L[ ‘
T.B. Knea . | |
{Sinms]—:—[—1—|———l

1 3 1 | —

[e=

- ]
- 1
i | : ;
|

]
|

| .

| e
—

=



School Clinic Cases.

Much No. Un- | Left | Failed Treat- | Ref.
Cured| im- | Im- | imp’ | suit- | Dis- | to | ment H'sp-
pmwdlpmvad ment | able |trict attend refused ital.
Glands in
Neck (non-
TBY ...| 7 e | R e i
Debility ... i 2 2 - — - - i -
Alopecia 5 1 1 — - -— 1 —_ P
Catarrh and
Otorrhoea 4 1 - — - - 1 — —-
Skin Irrita- '
tion e 2 — 1 —_— | — —
Eczema, ... 1 —_ — —_ —_ i At —
Corneal Ul- I

caration 1 — —_— - — —— — - —
Rotinitis... 1 —— —_— _— —_ _ —_— — _
Rhinitis 1 | — | — | =] = | =] =] = | =
Pre-Tubere.| — Cillh AT e R gt et (e | S
Zoitre ... - 1 1 — - —_ — - —
Rheumat'm| — 1 1 . 1 — — — .
Bronchitia o 1 -— — - — — — —_
Abacesszes — 1 — —_ — — —_ — —_

28 16 b — 2 e f - i
The following cases are continuing treatment :—

M. & O.W. Cases. Tuberculosis Cases. School Cases.
Ricketa ... .« 7 | Glandular T.B. ... 19 Alopecia ... el il
Anpemia and Lupus ... O R Cervical Glanda

Dehbilit; we 3 | T.B. Sternum ... 1 (Hon-T.B.) ... 2
Malnutrition ... 1 | T.B. Sinuses ... 1 Fragilatis Ossium 1
Bronchitis : 1 Peoriasis 1

Debility 2
Anaemia 2
Dermatis of Sua.lp 1
Skin irritation 1
Total ... 12 Total ... 29 Total ... 14

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE AND AVERAGE LENGTH oF EXPOSURE OF
THE VARIOUS GROUPS OF “ CURED ' (CASES.
No.of Cured  Average No. Average Length

Cases. of Attendances. of Exposure,
In Minutes,

R'I.l'.'.k'E-'tE CE aEa X 12 33 ﬁ
Debility ol 10 23 8
Enlarged Cervical Glands

(Non-T.B.) eas 7 36 9
Alopecia . - 5 37 6 (loeal)
Ga.t.u.rrh and Otorrhoes e b 30 8
.ﬁ.]lﬂﬂ:l:uﬂ #aw - dEw E EE ﬂ
Skm lmtﬂhﬂn LR e ﬂ‘ 33 T
Eczema 1 39 exposures 8
Betinitis . 1 20 o 8
Corneal Ulceration ... o 1 26 i 8
Bhinitia ] 1 G 2]
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The following table indicates the benefit derived by the Cured
Cases of Rickets :—

Register| Age at Ex- Weight
No. | Commence- | posures Period Commence- End
ment ment

yra. mtha, months lba, oza, | lba. ozs,
59 1 8 T4 13 18 7 39 s
104 1 10 19 3 21 _— 26 3
109 1 O 20 3 22 # 23 i
Ml 1 8 41 7 23 8 | 26 2
188 | 1 O 34 i} 19 e a3 8
154 | SR | Hd b 17 — 19 12
155 | 3 0 33 3 24 b 25 7
176 | 0 o 38 [i] 21 14 25 12
10 | 10 31 1 15 ¥ Lo 10
217 0 8 a0 4] 16 13 20 8
236 | 0 6 20 3 18 8 20 8
238 1. 7 18 & 21 B 23 12

The great discrepancy in the number of exposures and period
of attendance at the Light Clinic is due to several causes as follows :

(1)
(2)
(3)

Irregular attenders.

The severity of the Rickets.

No case being discharged until there is definite X.ray

evidence that Rickets has healed.

The following table indicates the exposures and period of
attendance necessary, together with weights, before a * cure "
could be pronounced in 7 of the cases of enlarged (non-tubercular)
cervical glands undergoing ** light  treatment during the year :—

Register|  Age at Ex- | Weight
Nao, Commenes- | posures Period | Commenca- End
ment ment |
yra. mths. | months | at. lbs.ozs. !El‘-. lhs.ozs.
o2 12 6 i 27 4 4 4 0 |4 4 8
93 13 0 14 2 { a B 0 | & 1k 0
127 6 0 58 i I 8 2B (3 4 0
160 b 0 60 5 | 210 8 |2 12 8
206 8 0 42 i TR A |3 4 0
220 7 L) 25 4 310 0 |3 13 B
242 TL05 koo 2K 44 £ 60" |3 6 0
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APPENDIX.

TABLE I.—ViTan StarrsTios 1929 axp rrREVIOUS TEn YRana.

2 Nett Deaths belonging to | g;
e _ oaths belonging to | Births and Deaths,
L'.‘.]TE 2 Nett Births Illegitimate
M 9 gﬁ | Under 1 yr. | At all Ages. Children
| b . | = [
ik o éﬁﬁ [ # ot s |u®,| s 4 | 23 |5823
223 & | = 2 lasg| 2 y 5 3" EE“.E
A | | e = I ﬁn}
g.. E | £ E (-1 = = E lln "'ﬂ = ]
BT 2| 4|2 [8FR 2| % |8 | st
2 . !. Sl % | 2§ (B8R
1919 72,814 1,717 | 23.4 177 | 103.0| 1,062 15.0 L] 156 2456
1920 73,761 | 2,371 | 32.6 250 | 109.2| 997 | 13.7 92 24 260
1921 75,300 2,166 | 25.0 209 | 96.9 o4 | 12.6 T 23 302
1022 76,260 1,040 | 24.1 172 | 88.6 | 1,079| 14.1 T4 11 141
1923 77,6800 1,866 | 24.17( 164 | 87.8 873 | 12.5 56 10 178
1924 78,790 | 1,862 | 23.65| 145 | 88.6 862 | 12.2 40 7 176
1925 79,490 1,821 | 22.9 180 | 98.8 850 | 11.9 48 10 05
1926 79,020 1,804 | 22.0 143 | 79.2 B74 | 10.9 it H ) 163
1927 81,140 1,643 | 20.2 176 | 107. | 1,015 12.4 45 [{] 133
1928 BO,GRO | 1,686 | 21 126 | 74.7 843 | 10.56 24 [ 176
10 years | .'
_average. 778756 | 1,886 | 243 | 177 | 93.3 0G0 | 12.5 it 12 186
1929 HO, 540 1 1,682 | 20.7 | 179 | 106.4 1,211| 14,9 50 B | 1600
TABLE II.—Wanrp StaTtistics, 1929,
i - J o [ 2 = b
cg |g g .S | i e s
a =] o > o= ;E ] E - - ] = sl
ﬁé‘aégg 28 5<a 52| & 55|88 % 2
Wards. Ef'f’fﬁﬁa”ggg’&ag S| £ |SEEES| S5 | £
tl :ﬁ. = = =1
-':E =] = E.SI £t ._-'% |H E =
Bandwell ...| 7,500| 1,555| 1.11 | 57 | 88 [ w6 | 3326 [ 92 | 121
Lyndon ...| 8,000 1,636 0.90 3.3 132 16.6 | 24 | 90.2 | 266 3.2
NE | Tantany ...J11,767| 2,122| 0.91 | 35.2 | 184 15.6 | 26 (114.03]| 228 19.4
Hill Top 10,463 1,035 0.78 | 11.9 | 188 | 17.9 | 32 (12A. 2566 24.4
Hamstead ...| 1,380 — - — | 1% | 156 4 |142.8 28 20.1
[Epon Lane ...| 9,440 1,800 0.85 | 30.8 | 13l 13.8 | 17 | 96.04| 177 18.7
8W | Lyng (11,689 2,271 0.8 | 27.8 | 176 165.9 | 28 (145.07| 193 16.5
iTt:m’n Hall ...| 9616 1,948 0.98 | 38.5 | 126 187 | 12| 89.7 | 172 17.7
Greeta Green 10,805 1,906 0.76 | 17.2 | 167 | 15.3 | 33 [122.2 | 270 | 24.7
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SANITARY INSPECTOR’'S REPORT

FOR THE YEAR 1929.

To the Chairman and Members of the Sanitary Committee.
Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my Thirty-First Annual Report
of the Department under my charge.

No changes have occurred in the personnel of the Inspecting
Staff (Messrs. W. W, Foakes, G. H. Shaw, J. E. Austin and F. A.
Oakes), nor the Clerical Staff, and I have once more to acknowledge
. the loyal manner in which one and all have co-operated with me
in the multifarious activities devolving upon a modern Sanitary
Department.

Apart from the ordinary routine duties a considerable amount
of additional work had to be undertaken in connection with the
Inquiry held by the Ministry of Health in September last relat-
ing to the proposed Improvement Scheme for the Cooper
Hill Street and Virgins End Unhealthy Area.

The total number of inspections of all classes was 33,632, a
figure which must be regarded as extremely satisfactory in character

GENERAL SANITARY WORK.
House-to-House Inspections.

The usnal systematic Inspections required by the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations were continued.

In District 1, in addition to the houses comprised within the
scope of the Improvement Scheme just mentioned, the houses lying
between Sams Lane and the Great Western Railway were examined.

In Diistrict 2, the area dealt with comprised the section of Greets
ireen Ward bounded by Great Bridge Street, Charles Street and
Henry Street, Claypit Lane and Greets Green Road.




In District 3, portions of Lyndon and Sandwell Wards south
of All Saints Church and north of Dartmouth Park were examined,
whilst in District 4 part of Tantany Ward immediately ad]mnmg
Dudley Street and Old Meeting Street were inspected.

A relatively small proportion only of the houses inspected were
in our scheduled unhealthy areas, whilst, on the other hand, a
not inconsiderable proportion were of a modern type, several
subsidy dwellings erected under the Housing Act, 1923, being
ineluded.

In all 2,391 houses were examined and full particulars as to
their circumstances are given in Table 2.

Of these 2,391 houses, 2,290 were working class dwellings,
101 being business premises or houses of a superior character.

One thousand, nine hundred and thirty-four houses were of
the through type and 457 of the back-to-back or single varieties.
One hundred and twenty houses had a single bedroom, 1,367 had
two bedrooms, whilst 836 had three or more bedrooms. The ascer-
tained population was 10,658, or an average of 4.5 per house.

One hundred and seventy-nine houses, or 7.5 per cent., had
more than two inmates per room and were therefore regarded as
overcrowded on the Registrar-General's basis. In addition,
particulars were for the first time tabulated as to overcrowding as
indicated by inadequacy of cubie space for sleeping purposes and
what might be described as moral overcrowding, but this question
will be discussed in a later section of the report.

In 291 cases, or 11.8 per cent., there were cases of two or more
families residing in houses intended for the use of one family only.

The percentages under these heads in 1928 were: over-
crowding 7.3 and two-or-more-family ocecupancy 14.5 per cent.,
which are almost identical with those reported last year.

In an interim report | presented to you last December, 1 gave
figures conee rning 1.991 houses inspected from six to nine vears
ago and again in 1929, and was able to show that the number of
inmates resident in such houses had fallen from 9,432 to 3,898 ;
the number of cases of multiple oceupaney from E‘JH to 2564 ; a:ui
the number of cases of overcrowding from 133 to 118 ; this btlng
the first oceasion since I have presented such comparative statistics
that anything in the nature of an appreciable improvement has been
indicated. 1 also pointed out in this report that it was in the
Lyndon and Sandwell group of houses that the greatest 1|upnw4.
ment in the matter of multiple oecupancy had occurred and that
in the other districts both evercrowding and multiple occupancy
were practically stationary,
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Allusion was also made in this interim report to one or two
special features in respect to overcrowding. It was pointed out
that in a group of twelve small back-to-back houses situate in
Henry Street, where the population was 6.2 per house, that 6 of
the houses, or 50 per cent., were overcrowded ; that in 3, or 25 per
cent., of the houses there were instances of [uull.i ple tenaney.

A rather remarkable contrast was mentioned as regards eon-
ditions in privately erected and usually owner-occupied subsidy
houses and Council houses in Claypit Lane and Phoenix Street.

In 86 privately erected houses the average population was
3.6 per house ; in only 3 of the houses were there more than the
single family residing and in but a single instance was there technical
overcrowding. The 32 Council houses, on the other hand, had a
population of 239 persons or 7.5 per house ; there were 12 instances
(37.5 per cent.) of multiple tenancy and 5 hcmsen, or 15.6 per cent.,
were overcrowded.

Of the 2,391 houses, 179, or 7.5 per cent., were scheduled as
unfit for ha.blt-&tmn 323 or 13.7 per cent. mmprmmg most of the
single and back-to-back houses, as fu,lling below a reasonable
standard ; 360, or 15 per cent., as in a seriously defective state of
repair ; in 977 cases, or 40.8 per cent., cleansing and repairs of a
minor character were requisite, whilst in 547 cases, or 22.9 per
cent., the premises were in a fair or good condition.

Following these inspections a large number of communications
were addressed to owners as to unsatisfactory conditions ascer-
tained, and as a result considerable improvements in housing
conditions were affected.

Miscellaneous Inspections.

Complaints numbering 382 have been investigated, and in
addition court yards where conveniences are used in common have
been periodically inspected, The total number of miscellaneous
inspections made during the year was 12,603,

Notices Served and Legal Proceedings Instituted.

Two thousand, five hundred and seventeen preliminary or
intimation notices relating to 6,662 houses were served, the number
of re-inspections being 11,891,

In aecordance with your instructions, 648 statutory notices
were served, of which 611 were issued under the Public Health Acts
and 37 under the Housing or local Aects,
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Two summonses were issued against the joint occupiers of a
house for permitting overcrowding. In the one case the summons
was dismissed and in the other an Order was made for abatement
and payment of costs.

Sanitary Improvements Effected.

The total number of nuisances abated as a result of notices
served was 7,442,

The number of sanitary -improvements was 7,498. Nine
hundred and forty-nine houses were cleansed, whitewashed, dis-
tempered or repapered, repairs to the internal woodwork, plastering
~ or brickwork of the interiors of 1,085 houses also being effected, and
633 roofs were made weathertight. Defective spouting was renewed
or repaired in 527 instances, whilst external brickwork was
repointed or covered with impervious eoating in 407 cases. Seven
hundred and six wash-houses or other outbuildings were lime-
washed or repaired and 305 brick sinks were repaired or replaced
with earthenware sinks.

Seventeen insanitary dry ashpits were abolished and galvanised
ashbins substituted.

Nine hundred and forty-two ashbins were provided to replace
wornout ones, of which 19 were supplied by us in default.

The foregoing summary shows that substantial results in the
matter of sanitary improvements have been achieved, but,
unhappily, only very slight progress can be reported as regards the
abatement of overcrowding, although it is only right to state that
the Housing Committee have assisted us in finding accommodation
in some flagrant instances.

Realising that in the vast majority of cases service of notices
in default of alternative accommodation was futile. only 29 notices
to abate overcrowding were served. That such notices only
represent a small proportion of the cases oceurring will
be realised when it is stated that no fewer than 344 cases of
overcrowding came under our notice. Hitherto the standard of
overcrowding adopted by the Registrar-General, viz. : more than
two persons per room, has been taken into consideration, but when
house-to-house inspections were made 1 arranged for particulars
to he ascertained as regards overcrowding judged from the stand-
point of inadequate separation of sexes, that is, where unmariied
adults were sleeping in the room with persons of the opposite sex,
which may be termed moral overcrowding, and inadequate cubic
contents of bedrooms, the standard prescribed in the bye-laws relating
to houses let in lodgings being the one selected.
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Details based on this triple system of elassification are available
with respect to 321 houses.

In 200 cases houses were overcrowded according to the
Registrar-General’s method ;: there were 200 cases of moral over-
crowding and in 174 cases the cubic contents of bedrooms were
inadequate. It follows, of course, that many of the houses were
overcrowded from every standpoint, but analysis of the returns
shows that 49 houses were overcrowded according to the Registrar-
Genera!l’s method and 19 from the cubic content aspect only, whilst
92 houses, although satisfactory otherwise, were morally over-
erowded.

In two two-roomed houses there were 10 persons sleeping in
the single bedroom ; in houses with 2 bedrooms there were 25
cases of 10 occupants per house, 22 cases of 11 ocecupants, 14 with
12, 6 with 13 and one each with 15, 16 and 19 occupants, It should
be stated that this last-named ease has been abated. In houses
with 3 bedrooms there were two cases each of 12 and 13 oceupants
and 3 with fourteen. In these overcrowded houses there were 94
cases where two or more families were residing.

Apart from action taken as regards overcrowding, 168 intima-
tion notices were addressed to occupiers with respect to the filthy
state of sanitary conveniences, the improper keeping of animals, etc.

WORK UNDER THE HOUSING ACT, 1925.

As already indicated, a eonsiderable amount of time was
devoted to the detailed examination of the houses ineluded within
Cooper Hill Street and Virging End Unhealthy Area, and the pre-
paration of the evidence and schedule of the sanitary circum-
stances of each individual dwelling for submission at the Publie
Inguiry.

Thirty-seven Closing Orders were made during the vear, none
of which were determined. Thirty Demolition Orders were made,
an appeal being entered in one instance, the result of which has not
at present come to hand, and fifteen houses were demolished.

At the end of the yvear there were in existence 168 houses the
subject of Closing Orders, of which 144 were still oecupied.

Twenty-two Notices relating to 38 houses were served under
Section 3 of the Aet requiring owners to make dwellings in all
respects reasonably fit for habitation .



INSPECTION OF SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND FOOD SUPPLY

One thousand, nine hundred and seventy-two visits were paid
to slaughterhouses, and 2,219 to butchers’ shops.

The number of notifications received from cottagers of intention
to slaughter was 254. In every instance the carcase was inspected.

In 80 instances (4 generalised and 76 localised) bovine carcases
and in 121 instances (5 generalised and 116 localised) pigs’ carcases,
or 201 instances in all, tuberculosis was found to be present. In
four other cases one of swine fever, one of enteritis, and two of
extensive dropsy, pigs’ carcases were condemned.

No seizures were necessary, the carcases affected being sur-
rendered in every instance.

The following is a list of the foodstuffs surrendered and
destroyed —

Uxsovxp or DisEasep MEearT,

Ibs.
Beet ... 5,699
Pork o 2,686
Mutton ... e 102

—— tons cwis. qra. lbs.
8,387 3 14 3 15

Fisw.
Roe 56 L {
Tmwwen Foons,
Corned Beef 91
Fish 21
Milk 102
Tomatoes ... (8
282 2 2 2
Povrrry, ETe.
Rabbit ... 4 4
Total o 3 17 3 21

The number of Magistrates’ Orders obtained for condemnation
was 147.

There are at present 27 slaughterhouses on the Register, of
which 14 are subject to an annual licence.
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INSPECTION OF WORKSHOPS AND BAKEHOUSES.

The number of workshops and bakehouses on the Register at
the end of the year was 200. The customary circular letters
respecting the periodical limewashing of bakehouses were despatched
twice during the year and re-inspections subsequently made.
Apart from one or two exceptions such circular letters received
prompt attention.

Five notices were received from the Home Office respecting
factories or workshops. Notices were served on the firms con-
cerned and where not already complied with at the close of the year
the work was in hand.

INSPECTION OF DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Two applications were received for the registration of cow-
sheds, one of which was granted, the other being abandoned as the
proposed premises were let for other purposes. Four applications
were received to register premises for the sale of raw milk of which,
however, only one was granted. Eight applications for purveyors
of raw milk from conveyances and 9 for selling bottled (sterilized)
milk were also granted.

At the end of the year there were on the register 21 cowkeepers
and 235 dairies and milkshops or persons residing outside the
district.

The number of licences issued for the sale of Graded Milks under
the Milk {(Special Designations) Order was 21, as compared with 19
in 1928. These comprised : Certified Milk (Dealers’ Licences), 2 ;
Grade A (Dealers’ Licences), 10 and 4 Supplementary Licences ;
Grade A T.T. (Supplementary Licences), 3 ; and Grade A (Pas-
teurised, Supplementary Licences), 2. The amount received for
fees was £4.

Four samples of Certified Milk were submitted for bacteriological
examination, B, Coli being present in 3 instances. Of the eight
samples of Grade A milk also submitted, in every instance the
bacterial count was low, but in one instance only was B. Coli absent.
In the case of a sample of Pasteurised Milk the bacterial count was
unduly high.

A sample of milk was taken for biological examination and this
was reported to contain no tubercle baeilli.

Two cases were reported under the Tuberculosis Order and the
animals were slaughtered, localised tubereulosis being found in each
case. The amount received by way of salvage was £8 15s.



WORK UNDER SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS AND FERTILISERS
AND FEEDING STUFFS ACT.

During the year samples were taken under the Sale of Food
and Drugs Act and handed to the Borough Analyst.

Details as to the results of analysis will be found in the report
of the Borough Analyst appended thereto,

A sample of milk taken from a retail shop having been certified
as deficient in fat, a further sample was taken in course of delivery
from the wholesaler to the shop and this was also found to be
deficient in fat. Proceedings were taken both against wholesaler
-and retailer, the former being fined £5 and 25s. 6d. costs, and the
retailer ordered to pay the costs, 29s. 6d.

A third prosecution had reference to a sample of milk deficient
in fat and here defendant was ordered to pay the costs, amounting
to 39s. 6.

Two formal and one informal samples of Feeding Stuffs were
taken under the Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, but although
none of them were in strict accordance with the compositions as
declared on the lahels, the variations were too slight to permit of
action being taken.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

The number of premises on the Register of Offensive Trades
is now 105, the trades registered comprising Bone Boiler and Fat
Melter 1, Fish Friers 104.

Fight applications were made to establish the trade of fish
frying, two of which were refused, the remaining six being granted.

The proceedings with respect to alleged effluvium nuisances
from a fat melting and bone boiling business were adjourned
sine die to permit of the proprietor undertaking certain alterations.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES AND HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

The licences for the two registered Common Lodging Houses
were renewed and both these and the Houses let in Lodgings on
the Register have been kept under constant supervision. In con-
junction with the Borough Surveyor and the Superintendent of the
Fire Brigade, action was taken to secure more adequate measures
of protection against fire, and many of the owners or occupiers
adopted wholly or in part the recommendations made.
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Three summonses were issued against owners or oceupiers of
two houses let in lodgings for infringements of Bye-laws, but the
necessary works having been effected the summonses were with-
drawn on payment of costs.

SANITARY SUPERVISION OF THEATRES, MUSIC HALLS, ETC.

The usual inspections of the local theatres and cinemas have
taken place and reports submitted to the Magistrates or Watch
Committee as occasion required. Defects requiring remedying
were afterwards dealt with.

RENTS RESTRICTION ACTS.

Seven applications were made for Certificates under the Rents
Restriction Acts, all of which were granted. In one of these cases,
where the necessary works had been completed, a Certificate was
subsequently granted to the owner.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFECTION.

Two cases of Enteric or Paratyphoid Fever have been investi-
gated and assistance also given to the Medical Officer of Health
where difficulty had occurred in securing removal of patients to
Infectious Discases Hospital.

Three hundered and thirty-three rooms were disinfected.

WORK UNDER THE MENTAL DEFICIENCY ACT.

Owing to the extensions at Great Barr Colony it was possible
to secure the removal of no fewer than twenty cases of Mental
Deficiency to that Institution, whilst in addition I removed a West
Bromwich male patient from Ruthin to the Barr Colony. A econ-
siderable number of visits incident to obtaining Orders in these cases
and also in investigating reports of other instances of alleged Mental
Deficiency were made. In eight cases I obtained Orders on parents
to contribute towards maintenance of patients.

REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF NIGHTSOIL AND DRY REFUSE.

At the end of the year 1929 there were approximately 15,650
water closets and 444 privies and privy pails and 66 cesspools in
connection with dwelling houses, public buildings and works in
the Borough.

Removal and Disposal of Refuse from Privies and Cesspools.

No additional sewers having been installed, it has been impos-
sible to reduce the percentage of houses with privies, which remain
the same as in 1928, viz. : 2.3, A limited number of occupiers of
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eottages or farms emptied their privies and utilised their contents
for manurial purposes. Apart from such excoptional cases, the
whole of the contents of privies and cesspools were removed by the
Department.

In the report for 1928 the work of removal in Barr Ward was
for a period of nine months only, but during 1929 work was con-
tinuously carried on for the whole of the year, so that there was a
marked increase of cleansing activities in all respects.

The number of emptyings of privy pails was 1,879 ; of middens
and privy cisterns 608, and of cesspools 200. The number of loads
removed from privies and cesspools was 1,784, with an estimated
tonnage of 1,996,

Agricultural land was largely made use of for disposal purposes,
the remaining wet refuse being tipped in the disused quarry at
Hamstead.

The cost of this branch of the work was £722, the details being
as follows :—

£

Fillers’ Wages ... .. 202

Transport Charges e ARE
\-'ualm,shury L‘nrpnmtmn for ﬂmptymg Works

privy . . . 4

Rent of tip : 34

Implements, repairs and incidentals ... &

£722

P —_—

The cost in 1925 was £5584.

Removal of Dry Refuse.

Thirteen thousand, two hundred and seventy-three ashbins,
serving 16,787 houses, were, with few exceptions, emptied weekly,
the number of dry ashpits, 202, in connection with 457 houses, with
water closets being emptied at less frequent intervals.

* Ford Tonners,” hired from the Motor Transport Department,
have again been exclusiv ely employed for the removal of this class
of refuse.

The total tonnage is the highest recorded for some years, as
will be seen from the following figures: 1925, 19,640 ; 1926,
23,122 . 1927, 22,504 ; 1928, 22 584 ; 1920, 23 462. -

The figures for last year are made up as follows: ashbin
refuse, 21,058 tons ; ashpit refuse, 950 tons ; Hallam House and
Wigmere Schools, 1,243 tons; and trade refuse, 211 tons.



82

Our gross collection costs amounted to £7,399, as compared
with £6,817 in the previous yvear. the gross eost of eollection per ton
heing 6s. 3.3d., as compared with 6s. 0.94. per ton in 1928, such
increase being largely attributable to the increased charge for lorry
hire made by the Transport Department sinee July last, our
transport costs per ton last year being 3s. 0.8d., as compared with
2s. 10.7d. in 1928.

The following are details of the dry refuse collection costs :—

. 3
Wages S i i
Lorrv Hire e 3,600
Tmplements and Repairs 41
Incidental Expenses and Sundries ... 20

£7.399

The cost of collection per ton of ashhin refuse was 6s. 6.3d.,
drv ashpit refuse 7s. R.1d. per fon, and Hallam House and Wigmore
Schools refuse ?s. 10d. per ton.

The collection of refuse from a house with an ashbin costs 8s.
per annum, and that from a house using an ashpit 15s. 1.2d., the
respective yields being 25.1 cwt. and 41.5 ewt.

The estimated vield of refuse from a house with a privy or
cesspool was 92.2 ewt. and the cost 33s. 4.2d. per house per annum.

The sum of £83 was received for the collection of trade refuse
and rent of old tipping ground.

The net cost of removal of refuse of everv deseription was
£8.038. as compared with £7.341 in 1928 : £6.758 in 1927 : £6.585
in 1926 ; £5,985in 1925 ; £6.138 in 1924 ; £6,789 in 1923 : £7.708
in 1922 : and £10,212 in 1921,

Refuse removal in 1928 involved a rate of 7.6d. in the £. the eost
per 1.000 of the population being £99 &8s, 2d. : per head of popula-
tion 1s. 11d.: per 1.0000 houses (excluding Hallam House and
Wigmore Schools) £451 2s. 8d. : and per house per annum, nearly 9s.

It mav be of interest to add that the cost of scavenging Barr
Ward during the vear iz estimated to have exceeded £600.

A factor which hereafter mav play some considerable part in
inereasing colleetion costs is the increased distance which ashbins
have to be conveved from the modern tvpe of house to the lorry.
Not only are the houses more widelv dispersed on the new housing
sites but thev stand back a considerable distance from the road,
which means a greater length of carry. I have had some investiga-
tions made on this point and distances have been measured in the
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case of 14 typical houses situate on the Charlemont and Friar Park
Housing Estate, from which T find that the distance from the place
of storage of the ashbin to the street kerb varies from 60 feet to
300 feet, the average length of carry being 176 feet.

Disposal of Dry Refuse.

During the yvear 7,563 tons of refuse were deposited on land
rented from the Estates Committee the controlled method of tipping
and daily covering of refuse being adopted. Owing to a dangerous
subsidence on the old Littleton Street tip it became necessary to
fill in the former pit shafts, and 881 tons of refuse were disposed
of in this fashion. The remaining 15,018 tons of refuse were received
at the Disposal Works, the dust after sereening being tipped on land
adjoining.

The particulars of the working costs of disposal are as follows :—

£

Wages ... . 1,498
Lighting, Power and Water ... we 118
Repairs and Maintenance e 304
Tipping Dust {HGI'SU lel:!] . 678
Rates, ete. o 464
0il and "“-hm-:lrmﬂ 38

£3,096

The figures for the three preceding years were £3,154, £3,507
and £3,864, respectively.

There was again a marked falling off in our sales, caused partly
by the larger proportion of refuse tipped and partly by the circum-
stance that there has been a marked decrease in the cinder content
of ashbins.

Particulars of salvage sales are :—

£

Washed Cinders ... 52
Serap Metals . 308
Bones ¥ 34
Bottles and J!I.IH 12
(zlass Cullett 7
Bagging ... 4
£417

——

The amount received for public weighings was only £26,
making a total income of £443, the net working expenditure being
£2,653, as eccmpared with £2,620 in 1928,
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TABLE 1.

House-to-House Inspections

Special Housing Inspections

Miscellaneous Inspections, including the Inspecmun of
common yards and houses concerning which com-
plaints have been received

Re-inspections

Visits to Slanghter-houses =

Visits to Dairies, Cowsheds and Mllkshnps

Visits to Shops (Butchers’) Zed

Visits to Bakehouses, Factories and Workshops

Visits to Common Lodging Houses

Visits in connection with Mental Deficiency Act

Sundry Visits

Visits to Theatres, etc.

Visits to Offensive Trades

Visits under Meat Regulations ** Nut.meﬁ to K]ll 5

Infectious Disease—Contacts

Number of Preliminary Notices Served

Number of Statutory Notices Served

Number of Letters written to Owners re Nuisances
Number of Letters written to Owners re Ashbins
Reports sent to Housing Manager re Nuisances, ete,

Reports sent to Borough Sury e:-,mr, re Du,ngernus Build-
ings, ete. b

Reports sent to Water (mmpzmy, re Wﬂatm of W!l.-t-bi‘
Number of Rooms Disinfected
Applications for Certificates under Rent Act

Number of Certificates Granted .

1926

2,391
772

12,603
11,891
1,072
401
2219
114
129
138
493
18

194

43

33,632

1929

2,517
648
176

H2
16

39

333

=1 =1
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TABLE IIIL

Preliminary Notices Served and Number of Houses in connection

therewith.
Notices
Served.
To make Houses fit for Habitation sae G
Dirty and Dilapidated Houses ... shii DT
Dirty and Dilapidated Out-buildings ... R
Defective Paving and Surface Channels ... 17
Defective Eaves and Down Spouting ... 69
Choked Drainage and W.C.'s ... ay L EST
Insufficient Ashbin Accommodation ... e 460
Defective W.C. Connections . 186
Dirty State of Sanitary Conveniences ... 78
Overcrowded Rooms 18
Animals Improperly Kept e 8
Dirty Yards and Offensive Acuumulatmnﬂ s o 120
Water in Cellars ... " 7
Insufficient Water Suppl:, MEN 1 |1
Filthy Bakehouses 7, -
Slaughter-houses not in smnlmlﬂﬂﬁﬁ with trhrs Regula.
tions .

Dangerous ‘ﬁfe]la and Llsternq 9
Miscellaneous e 22
Workshops with Insufflcmnt Ly L A{ commndat.mn 5

-3

Totals 2,51

TABLE IV.

Sanitary Improvements carried out in District in Pursuance of

Inspections made and Notices Served.

INTERIORS OF HoUSES—
Filthy Houses Cleansed and Whitewashed

Houses in which Repairs to Plastering, Brickwork or
Woodwork have been carried out

Flooded Cellars Drained or Filled in

Houses without sufficient means of Ventilation, Window
Openings, or other means provided

049

1,085

134
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ExTERIORS OF HOUSES—
Defective Roofs made Watertight S G

Houses without Eaves Spouting, or with Chok:ed or
Defective Spouting—New Spouting pmwﬂed or
existing Spouting Cleansed and Repaired ..

Damp External Walls, Brickwork ].{Lp:.tlt‘tﬂ or Um EIBd
with Impervious Material

Pangerous Chimneys Repaired or Repumt&d

YarDS AND QUTBUILDINGS—
Surface Paving in Yards provided, Renewed or Repaired

Dangerous Wells or Cisterns filled in or suitable Covers
provided

New Earthenware Sinks prowded in heu of -'.}ld. Bn-:.k
Sinks or Old Sinks Repaired

Dirty and Dilapidated Outbuildings Cleansed a.nd Repmrad
Dangerous Boundary Walls Repaired ... s

DRAINAGE—

Surface Channels abolished and Stoneware Plpe Drains
provided -

Defective Drainage R.e lmd or Repmrcd

Number of Manhole Inspeet.mn Chambers pm'ﬂded to
Drainage Systems -

Additional Gullies Fixed ... v
Choked Drainage Opened and Gleansﬂd .
Covers provided to Inspection Chambers o

Privies, WATER CLOSETS, AND ASHPITS—

Privies Abolished ... S i
Middens Abolished .
Dry Ashpits Ahuh;shed and Dusthma Suhstltutecl
Water Closets with Flush Cisterns Substituted for Privies
Fresh Water Closets Substituted for Waste Water
Closets or other Accommodation
Additional Ashbins Provided
Choked Water Closets Opened and Cle a,ns{*d B
Defective W.C. Connections made good ..
Insufficient Supply of Water to W.C.’s, F ush Impmmd
Offensive Urinal Repaired
Offensive Urinal abolished

633

827

407
147

305
706
21

73

17
196

11

17

042
143
319
281

2
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KEEPING OF ANIMALS AND OFFENSIVE ACOUMULATIONS —
Nuisances from the keeping of Swine abated
Offensive Accumulations ...

OVERCROWDING—
Houges overcrowded—Numbers reduced

MISCELLANEOUS——
Manure Pits Provided or Repaired
Miscellaneous Nuisances Abated

Dirty Approaches to Privies and Conveniences Oleunaud
by Occupiers

Vans removed from District

WATER SUPPLY—

Houses without a proper supply of Drmkmg Water,
Water Laid on : L

Facrory AND WoRKSHOPS ACT—

Dirty and Dilapidated Bakehouses or Wnrkshﬂpﬂ Cleansed
or Repaired

Additional Closet Ace nmmud&mnn meded or Emstmg
Aceommodation Improved

SrLavaHTER Hovses—
Floors Repaired. etc

Housing Acr—
Houses Unfit for Habitation—Closed
Houses Unfit for Habitation—Demolished

Total

23

29

11

138
12

136

32
13

7498
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TABLE VL

HOUSING.

Number of new houses erected during the year :(—
(a) Total 5 iz
(B) As part of a Municipal Hc-umng Scheme

1. Uxrrr DweLLING HoUsEs.

Inspection—(1) Total number of dwelling houses in-
spected for hmmmg defects [undar Publiec Health or
Housing Acts) .. - i

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were mspeutﬂd and
recorded under the Housing {Inapectlun of Dmtnct}
Regulations, 1910 it

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit fo-
human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-heading) found not to be
in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation...

529

379

3,975

2,391

179

1,665

2 BEMEDY oF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL

NoTIoES—

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Local Authority or
their Officers .

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS—

A.—Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing Act,
1925 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit—
(A) By Owners e A
() By Local Authunty in default of anf'm
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Closing

Orders became operative in pursuance of declarations
by owners of intention to close

310
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B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied

(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied—

(o) By Owners s
(B) By Local Authority in default of Owners

C.—Proceedings under Section 11 and 14 of the Housing
Act, 1925 :—

(1) Number of representations made with a view to
the making of Closing Orders...

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respact of which Cluamg
Orders were made )

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the dwul]mg houses havi mg
been rendered fit .

(4) Number of dwelling houses in rL-spect of which De-
molition Orders were made ... :

(5) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuance
of Demolition Orders ...

1,024

740

37

37

33

=]
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TABLE VIIL

FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES

1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.
INcLUDING INSPECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INsPECTORS oR INsPECTORS oF MUISANCES.

Number of

Premises Occupiers

Inspections Written Notiees prosecubed
P o S| | L R B S 1. | S - | E {3) 4
Factories —r W 8 3 =

{Including l‘actcrn Laulldrlﬁﬂ}

Workshops ... 106 2 =
(Including \"H}rl-.‘.hhup Iaundrm&}

Workplaces ... : — a !
(Other than Dut\mrk{m prem1m}

Total ... 114 3 =

2—DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.,

Number of Defects ﬁﬁlﬂ '::

- | res
Referred tol which Pros.

Particulars, Found | Remedied H. M, eu::é?;s
Inapector instituted
LA TS RO ey o e e (2} (3) {4) {5}
Nuwisances under the Public Health Acts :— l |
Want of cleanliness A @ a e 1 i,
Want of ventilation - - - -
Owvercrowding - - - -

Want of drainage of floors ... - - | -
Other nuisances '

rms.u I'.ﬁru nt . | 9 2 = L
Sanitary accommodation - unsuitable or :m‘ectwc 1 1 - -
| not separate for sexes ...| - = = =
|
Offences under the Factory and Workshop Acts — |
Illegal occupation of underground bakehouse (s. 101)| - | - - -
Othier offences - = = =
[iim!u!illl" offences relating to outwork and offences under
the Sectiovns mentioncd in the Schedule to the Ministry
aof Health '1 actories and Wor |-.‘,|:|.|’|i:-< Transfer of Powe 3]
Order, 1921)
Total ... 8 o = | -

There was no “Q0Outwork *' carried on in Unwholesome Premises during the year.
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Preservatives aba.

Boron preservatives
absent.

Sulphur dioxide in
4 samples.

Boron preservatives
absent.

|18 | — | Ti 4

Boron compounds
absent.

Preservatives abs.

The table given above shows that 11 samples—seven official

and four unofficial
were condemned.

3 per cent.

compared with seven in the previous year,

Included in this number are itwo unofficial
milk samples yielded by single cows in the investigation of a milk
distributor’s supply, and were not retailed alone, but only after
mixing with the whole herd milk, which showed the milk fat
contents to be well above the Board of Agriculture figure of
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The next table gives a list of the adulterated foods and drugs
with particulars of the adulteration, and the action taken against
the vendors.

Description of Nature and extent of Remarks.
Article. Adulteration.

Milk (formal) 4106 Deficient of 4% of its Vendor cautioned
natural fat

Milk (formal) 4143 Deficient of 8%, of its Vendor cautioned
natural fat

Milk (formal) 41456 Deficient of 89, of its Vendor cantioned
natural fat

Milk (formal) 4151 Deficient of 149 of its Vendor prosecuted,
natural fat Paid costs {1 19s. 6d.

Milk (informal) 4158 Deficient of 149, of its Single cow of herd, giv-

ing fat deficiency. See
sample 4151

Single cow of herd, giv-
ing fat deficiency. See
sample 4151,

Vendor cautioned

non-fatty solids

Milk (informal) 4160 Deficient of 8% of its
non-fatty solids

Unpreserved sausage Contained 208 parts by

(formal) 4163 weight of sulphur
dioxide per million
of sausage

Contained 230 parts by |

Unpreserved sausage
(informal} 4200

weight of sulphur
dioxide.
U:I.}J:I'&Eﬂﬂ"l:ﬂ sausage Contained 283 parts by Same vendor as 4200.
(formal) 4202 weight of sulphur | Reported to Stafford-
diooide | shire, where sausage
| was made.
Milk (formal) 4204 | Deficient of 39, of non- | Vendor cautioned
. fatty solids '
Unpreserved sausage | Contained 294 parts by A formal sample taken
(informal) 4223 ' weight of sulphur from same vendor later
| dioxide | was genuine.

Milk as usual provided the bulk of the samples. nearly two
thirds representing that very general food.

Five formal samples taken in the course of delivery failed to
comply with the Milk Regulations of the Board of Agricultur:,
though the departure from the limits was generally slight, being
probably due to a lack of systematic stirring when serving the
milk, rather than deliberate adulteration.  In only one instance
was it thought desirable to prosecute, the vendor paying costs,

The two informal milks which fell below the standard were
obtained in an investigation of the quality yielded by a herd of
cows, which it was elaimed gave an inferior supply as regards fat.
The composition of the mixed milk of the whole herd showed a rich
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milk containing 4.63 per cent of fat. and no single cow showed a fat
deficiency. Two cows however yielded milks deficient in non-
fatty solids.

In addition to the adulterated samples, thirteen milks, though
complying with the Regulations, were of poor quality. Pre-
servatives were not detected in the supply throughout the year.

Sausage was responsible for the other condemned samples.
Under the * Preservatives in Food Regulations ™ it is forbidden to
sell sausage containing sulphur dioxide without a declaration as to
its presence, the guantity alse being limited to 450 parts by weight
of the preservative per million of sausage.

Two informal and two formal samples were sold without the
necessary declaration, but in every case the quantity of sulphur
dioxide was well below the limit of the Regulations.

In one instance (formal sample 4161) the vendor was
cautioned, whilst the presence of the preservative in samples 4200
and 4202 was reported to the Staffordshire County Authority, in
whose district the sausage was prepared.

A formal sample taken from the vendor of sample 4223 com-

plied with the Regulations, there being a declaration as to the

resence of the preservative, which was well within the prescribed
imits.

The butters and margarines were genuine, and also the other
foods enumerated in the table.

The various drugs complied with the requirements of the
British Pharmacopaeia, and were therefore reported to be
satisfactory.

I remain,
Yours obediently,

HARRY SILVESTER,
Publie Analyst.






