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REPORT
HEALTH OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH
OF WEST BROMWICH,

For TtHE YEAR 1514, BY

R. WOOLSEY STOCKS, M.R.CS., LR.C.P, DPH,

Medical Officer of Health to the Bovough.

TO WHICH ARE APPENDED THE REPORTS OF THE -
TUBERCULOSIS OFFICER, CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR,
FOOD AND DRUGS INSPECTOR; AND PUBLIC ANALYST.







County IBorough of Wlest Bromwich.

0 THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
SANITARY COMMITTEE.
GENTLEMEN,

An early summons to mobilise immediately with a
Stationary Hospital for abroad has prevented me from carrving
out my intention of analysing the various Statistical Tables
for the year 1914 before going abroad.

I would, econsequently, ask vour permiszion to publish
the Tables as they stand, together with the Reports of the
Tuberculosis Officer (Dr. J. A. M. Clark), the Chief Sanitary
Inspector (Mr. H. H. Spears), the Public Analyst (Mr. H.
Sylvester), and the Food and Dhrugs Inspector (Mr. G. W.
Davis).

I would most cordially thank you, Gentlemen, and all the
Members of the Town Council and the Education Committee,
for your kindness in giving me permission to temporarily join
His Majesty’s Forces, and am most grateful for the generous
manner in which you have treated me.

I most sincerely hope that, as soon as practicable after the
cessation of hostilities, 1 may be able once more to take up my
work in West Bromwich, when T will endeavour to bring the
Report. on the Health and Sanitation of the Borough up to date
at the first opportunity.

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

R. WOOLSEY STOCKS,
2 L, B.AMC,

Aldershot, November 22nd, 1915,
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Tuberculosis Officer’s Report.

TusercvuLosts DISPENSARY,
2. Lobvce Roap,
WEsT BrRoMwIcH,

July, 1915.

To the Chatrman and Wembers of the Tubercalosis Sub-

Committee, County Borovgh of West Bromwich.

Mg. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my first Report on
the work of the Tuberculosis Dispensary in West Bromwich.

The period embraced by this Report iz a short one of only
two months, the Dispensary having been opened towards the
end of October. Even in that time sufficient proof has been
forthcoming to show that Tuberculosis in West Bromwich is a
much greater evil than has hitherto been imagined.

There is urgent need, at the present time, for the provision
of accommodation for the acute and advanced cases, who must

remain at home a source of constant danger to other members
of the household.

My thanks are due to Dr. Stocks for much valuable advice
and help in the initial organisation of my department.
I am, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JAMES A. M. CLARK,

Tuberculosis Officer,






17

ATTENDANCES AT THE DISPENSARY.

Since the opening in October, 1914, the Dispensary has
been open on Mondays, from 3 to 5; Tuesdays and Thursdays,
10 to 12; and on Wednesdays, from 4-30 to 6-30 p.m. An
alteration in these times, however, will be made when the
Dispensary at Walsall becomes ready in January, 1915,

Eighty-nine patients applied for treatment. Of these
nine were found to be non-tuberculous, and of the others 42
were insured under the National Insurance Act.

SEX AND AGE CONSTITUTION.

The sex and age constitution of the 80 persons receiving
treatment at the Dispensary is shown in the following Table : —

TABLE IL

SEX AND AGE CONSTITUTION OF PERSONS
ATTENDING THE DISPENSARY DURING 1914.

W B 1 [ T d0and| Total
Ages, 1-5 | 510 | 10-15 | 15-20 | 20-30 | 3040 up- | No. of
waris, all Ages,
Males ) (Bl (S | (i 4 11 9 1 45
Females ... e [ (i (i 7 8 7 - 35
Total No. of both ' |
Sexes o L | 17 12 11 19 16 4 =0
| |

It will be seen that out of the 80, no fewer than 30, or
37.5 per cent., were children under the age of 15.

On the suggestion of the Medical Officer of Health, one
morning per week, probably SBaturday, will be set aside as a
special Clinic for Tuberculous and Tuberculously-inelined
children from the schools; the number of such children at
present. excluded from the schools from Tuberculous disease
being a comparatively large one.

As showing the scope of the work undertaken at the
Dispensary, the following Table (Table I11.) is given Though
the figures are small, it is instructive, as showing the types
of ease which may successfully be treated at the Dispensary.
It is a well recognised fact that the local forms of Tuberculous
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sufferers from the disease, and the opposition raised in
many places to the establishment of institutions for its
detection and treatment, a reassuring statement with
regard to the degree of danger attaching to contact and
communication with tuberculous persons be prepared by
the College and issued in its name at an early date.”

A Committee was appointed, consisting of Sir Seymour
Sharkey, Drs. Habershon, Sandwith, Fremantle, and C. J.
Martin, and the Report of this Committee, which was approved
by the College, is given below. 1t is inserted here as likely to
be useful to Medical Officers of Health. It embodies the chief
facts on the strength of which the machinery for the administra-
tive control of Tuberculosis, now forming a large part of the
work of the medical department of the Board and of Medical
Officers of Health, has been initiated.

REPORT ON THE INFECTIVITY OF TUBERCULOSIS.

I. Tuberculosis is an acquired disease, but certain consti-
tutional types may be inherited which render the patient
specially susceptible to infection, and there is reason to think
that such susceptibility is an inherited character.

2. The infective agent is the tubercle bacillus. This
may be contained in the various discharges and excreta of the
patient, and especially in the sputum of these suffering from
pulmonary tuberculesis. No discharge is infective unless it
contains the tubercle bacillus.

3. Cases of tuberculosis of bones, glands, and internal
organs from which there is no discharge or which do not
furnish any excretion, and cases of arrested pulmonary tuber-
culosis, have never been proved to be infectious.

(By arrest is here meant that all the symptoms and
physical signs of activity have disappeared, and the sputum
has either ceased or no longer contains tubercle bacilli.)

4, The means by which tubercle bacilli may enter the
body are:—

(a) By wnoculation through a wound or abrasion of the skin.
This has oecasionally occurred to workers in laboratories,
post-mortem attendants, and others dealing with tuber-
culous material, and is presumably the way in which
lupus is aequired.
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Sanitary Inspector’s Report
FOR THE YEAR 1914.

Yo the Chatrman and Members of the Sanitary Committer.

GENTLEMEN,
INTRODUCTION.

In submitting my Sixteenth Annual Report as your
Sanitary Inspector, I am glad to be able to state that marked
progress has been achieved in almost every branch of the work
of my Department.

No change has taken place in the personnel of the
Inspectorial Staff, and District Inspectors Cotterell and Lyon
have loyally co-operated with me throughout the year.

Owing to the great increase in clerical. work, you
authorised the appointment of a second Clerk in April last,
with the result that the services of the senior Clerk were
available for a short time for outdoor duties, so that we
were able to complete our survey of the whole of the sanitary
conveniences in the Borough, with a view to the compilation
of a new register. In addition to this special survey,
censuses of vacant houses in the Borough were made on two
separate occasions, one in connection with the Mayers Green
Enquiry and the other later in the year in connection with
Housing Enquiry instituted by the Local Government Board,
but the routine work has not materially suffered, as may be
judged from the total number of inspections of all classes
made, viz., 46,903, which iz the highest on record for the
present staff.

GENERAL SANITARY WORK.
HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTIONS.

In consequence of the additional duties devolving upon
the staff, the number of systematic house-to-house inspections
has been somewhat reduced, but inspections have taken place
in Lyndon, Hill Top, and Greetz Green Wards, the total
number of houses inspected being 732 houses in 15 streets,
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representing a population of 3,312, As far as the South-
Western District was concerned, our efforts were concentrated
en ecertain notoriously unsatisfactory areas in Greets Green
Ward, the results of which are fully detailed in another section
of this Report. In accordance with our usual practice, the
mspections were made in the first instance under the Public
Health Act, 1875, and apart from the Greets Green Ward
special areas, notices requiring the amendment of sanitary
defects were usually served under this Act. Where, however,
it appeared from the Reports of the District Inspectors that
the houses were in such a state as to be unfit for human
habitation, 1 have made a personal inspeection, in company
with the Medical Officer of Health, and where deemed desir-
able the necessary representations have been made.

The whele of the particulars required by the Regulations
made under the Housing and Town Planning Act, 1907, have
been ascertained, and duly tabulated in the case of each house.

The importance of these systematic inspections in securing
the improvement of housing conditions cannot be over-
estimated.

MISCELLANEOUS INSPECTIONS.

The number of miscellanecus inspections, which includes
the inspection of premises after complaint, the periodical in-
spections of common yards or courts, and the special visits
made in connection with the sanitary survey and the enquiries
made by the Local Government Board reaches the large total
of 26,806. The inspection of common yards likewise form a
very necessary part of the work, the system of the joint user of
sanitary conveniences and yards being apt to lead to gross
neglect on the part of the respective occupiers, and but for
such periodical visits choked and filthy conveniences and offen-
sive aceumulations would abound.

NOTICES SERVED AND FROCEEDINGS.

The number of preliminary or intimation notices served,
viz., 2,229 referring to 4,598 houses, also exhibits a marked
increase, being, indeed, the largest on record. Full particulars
are given in Table II.
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Two hundred and seventy-three filthy and dilapidated out-
buildings have been cleansed and repaired, whilst advantage
has been taken of the recently adopted Section 49 of the
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, to secure the sub-
stitution of 164 leaking brick sinks with suitable earthenware
sinks,

Yard Drainage.

Forty-seven premises previously unconnected with sewer
have been drained, 123 lengths of stoneware pipe drains have
replaced surface gutters, and in conneetion therewith 114
inspection chambers have been fixed and 243 vard gullies
provided.

Pizused TWells.

During the installation of the new systems of drainage
jllﬁL mentioned, 47 disused and inadequately covered wells were
found. These were properly filled in in every instance.

Privies, Water-closets, and Ashpits.

Two hundred and eighty-three privies, serving 335 houses,
have been replaced by 286 water-closets. This is an increase
on the figure for the preceding year, and is very gratifying
in view of the small number of privies now remaining in the
Borough. It seems, however, to be generally recognised that
the perpetuation of the privy midden in urban areas ean no
longer be tolerated, and wvery little difficulty has been
experienced in inducing owners to make the necessary

alterations.

Another pleasing feature is that the tendeney to retain the
old midden as a dry ashpit has been effectively countered by
the new Section in the Corporation Act of 1913. In only
four instances have owners failed to supply ashbins, and in
all these cases proceedings are being taken.

Seventv-one official representations were made under the
Act of 1900, but it was only requisite in five instances for the
work to be executed in default.

Some progress has been made in the abolition of the
existing dry ashpits, 42 of these unsatisfactory structures
having been replaced by ashbins.



28

OCCUPIERS' NOTICES.

OFf the 2,229 Preliminary Notices served, 637 have been
addressed to occupiers, dealing with choked and filthy sanitary
conveniences, improper keeping of animals, offensive accumu-
lations, overcrowding, ete.

The number of notices referring to overcrowding
manifests an increase on the figure for the preceding year, and
this although action has only been taken in those cases
where the overcrowding was most pronounced in character,
The unusually small number of vacant houses has preeluded
anything approaching to drastic action, and more particularly
the putting into force of Section 85 of the Corporation Act
of 1913. Some of the cases of overcrowding actually taken up
were very bad in character. In one small house, consisting of
living room, scullery, and two bedrooms, there were residing
four separate families, or 21 persons in all, whilst in another
house with two bedrooms one of the rooms was utilised for
sleeping purposes by the occupier, his wife, and six children,
the second bedroom being used by a woman and her five
children. ]

WORK UNDER THE HOUSING AND TOWN
PLANNING, ETC., ACT, 1909

As already indicated, the work under the Housing Act
has been largely restricted to certain areas in Greets Green
Ward. In accordance with your instructions, full and detailed
reports, accompanied by plans, have been submitted of houses
in the Swan Village, King William, and Old Forge areas,
whilst in addition the whole of the houses in Wood Street
have received consideration. The members of the Greets
Green Property Sub-Committee have paid several visits to the
properties in question, whilst owners themselves have also been
interviewed. In the Swan Village area 33 houses were repre-
sented as unfit for human habitation, and Closing Orders
made. Eight in Minshaw's Yard, seven of which were
derelict, were voluntarily demolished by the owners. In one
case the house was put in a thorough state of repair between
the meetings of the Committee and Council, and the Order
wias, therefore, not served. In five cases Demolition Orders
were made, whilst in the remaining instance proceedings were
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still pending at the end of the year. Tn addition, a large
number of notices were served under the Public Health Acts,
respecting houses which were not in such a state of disrepair
as to justify the issue of Closing Orders, and in respeet of
such notices a considerable number of improvements, ineluding
not only cleansing and general repairs of houses and outbuild-
ings, but the provision of earthenware sinks and the laying
on of water thereto, paving of yards, and abolition of dry
ashpits, and in addition the ventilation of living rooms and
pantries.

In respect to the King William area, three Closing Orders
were made, one of which was subsequently determined, whilst
the two remaining houses, which were built back to back, and
three other houses were in part demolished, and the three front
houses made into through houses of a thoroughly satisfactory
character. A considerable quantity of work has alse been
elfected in this area under the Public Health Aets.

No action has as yet been taken with respect to the Old
Forge area, owing to the difficulty of satisfactorily re-housing
the large number of occupiers.

In Wood Street, Closing Orders were made with respect to
twelve houses, the general conditions being such as to render
immediate discontinuance of occupancy imperative.

Summarising the action taken under the Housing Aect, T
have to report that 54 Closing Orders in all were made, this
number being the highest since the passing of the Act. Twenty-
four houses have been put in a thorough state of repair, and
the Closing Orders either not served or determined. Nine
Demolition Orders have been made and 13 houses demolished.
12 voluntarily by owners and one compulsorily. Up to the
present it cannot be said that action taken by the Couneil has
accentuated the housing difficulty, for of the 13 houses de-
molished, eight have been in a derelict condition for a con-
siderable time, whilst nine of the houses made fit for human
habitation had not been occupied for some years,

A close supervision of the works incident to housing notices
has been maintained, and in all T have paid 715 visits to
properties affected. '
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Two Notices under Section 15 of the Housing and Town
Planning, ete., Act, 1909, were served, and instructions
obtained for execution of repairs in default, but the owners
subsequently carried out the works themselves.

INSPECTION OF SLAUGHTER-HOUSES AND
FOOD SUPPLY.

The Meat Inspector (Mr. W. E. Lyon) reports that he
paid 1,829 vizits to slaughter-houses and 1,486 to butchers’
shops. He has inspected 1,987 live animals, 1,899 sides and
1,497 quarters of beef, and the earcases of 3.873 sheep, lambs,
calves, or pigs.

Two cases of generalised Tubercnlosis in pigs were dis-
covered, and in 16 instances carcases were affected with localised
Tuberculosis.

The carcases of two dropsical sheep were also condemned,
as were also the internal organs of a cow suffering from hydated
cyst, and portions of a bruised pig. In every instance the
unfit carcases or the parts affected were surrendered and
destroyed.

The total quantity of meat destroved was 13 ewt. 59 lbs,
Thirteen Magistrates’ orders for destruction were obtained in
connection with the foregoing surrenders.

Fish, poultry, and fruit shops have been regularly visited.

One annual license was granted in connection with a
newly erected slaughter-house at Carters Green, but by arrange-
ment an annual slaughter-house license held by the same
butcher in the centre of the town was not renewed. The
number of slaughter-houses now on the register is 34, of which
13 are subject to an annual license,

INSPECTION OF WORKSHOPS AND
WORKSHOFP BAKEHOUSES,

There are 203 workshops, including 40 workshop bake-
houses, in the Borough, on the official lists supplied to me by
H.M. Inspector of Factories, but T find on inspection that
in several cases the occupier is the only person working
thereon, and consequently the establishment does not come
within the purview of the Factory and Workshops Acts.
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I have obtained particulars with respect to eubic space,
lighting, ventilation, sanitary accommodation, ete., of a large
number of workshops, and when requisite have directed the
attention of oceupiers to infringements of the Acts or Regula-
tions made thereunder.

Owing to the nature of the general trades carried on in
the Borough, ample eubic space is provided for workers in the
majority of cases, and it is only in connection with the trades
connected with elothing that there is any likelihood of over-
crowding taking place, and owing to the marked depression
in these latter industries, there has heen no tendency shown to
exceed the limitations imposed by Statute.

Circular letters have been addressed to the oceupiers of
bakehouses twice during the year, asking that the limewash-
ing of their establishments should be carried out, and it has only
been found necessary in very few instances to subsequently
serve a further notice.

The Home Office Inspectors have reported 11 cases of
sanitary defects in factories and workshops remediable under
the Public Health Acts, particulars of which are as follows:—
Factories with unsuitable er insufficient san:ftar:v conveniences,
six cases; workshops with unsatisfactory w.c. accommodation,
two cases: domestic workshops (or workshops in whieh ne
persons other than occupier was employed), requiring to he
limewashed, three cases.

The various matters eomplained of had already been deali
with or were receiving attention at the end of the vear.

INSPECTION OF DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND
MILKSHOPS.
Twenty-one applications for rvegistration of Dairies and
Cowsheds have been made during the year, and we have now
on the Register 24 cowsheds and 138 dairies and milkshops.

The cowsheds and milkshops are regularly visited, and
very few infringements of the existing Regulations have been
detected. At the same time the existing conditions under
which milk is stored and sold leave much to be hoped, and it
may be hoped that additional powers will be conferred under the
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new Regulations to be made under the Dairies and Cowsheds
Act, 1914, which is to come into operation in October next,
The provision of a cover to the milk receptacle is much more
general than it was some years ago, but the association of the
sale of milk with dust-producing articles shows no abatement.

In consequence of the emaciated condition of two cows in
one of the cowsheds, the Veterinary Inspector (Mr. Harvey
Collett) made a special examination of the cows in the shed,
but was of opinion that none of the animals were suffering
irom Tuberculosis.

Five hundred and forty-seven visits have been paid to
aairies, cowsheds, and milkshops during the year.

INSPECTION OF COMMON LODGING HOUSES
AND HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

During the year the three common lodging houses have

heen regularly inspected, 153 visits in all having been made.

There haz been a change of management in the Union
Street lodging house, with the result that a marked improve-
ment has taken place.

I have, however, freq nentT}' to direct the attention of the
keeper of the Holloway Bank establishment to certain minor
infringements of the Bye-laws, and the renewal of his license
was held up for some time.

There are seven houses let in lodgings, and these also

have been inspected from timc to time.

INSPECTION OF CANAL BOATS.

I have inspected 141 canal boats, representing a total
population of 132 men, 98 women, and 210 children, the
proportion of children again being high.  The condition of
the boats generally was very fair, and mfringements of the
Regulations were neither numercus nor serious. The follow-
ing are the particulars of the infringements : —Non-production
of certificate, 1 ease; overerowding, 2 cases; want of painting,
2 cases; leakage and dilapidated boats, 6 cases: certificate did
not identify owner of boat, 1 case; boat not properly marked, 1
CHSe.

Twelve notices were served and in ten easzes our demands

have already been complied with.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFECTION.

The increased incidence of Scarlet Fever has made con-
siderable demands on the staff, 435 cases of infectious disease
having been investigated, re-visits also taking place where
patients have not been removed to Hospital.

I have reported on 123 cases of l}ull:tmnm‘}-' Tubereulosis,
and 34 cases of other forms of Tubereulosis, re-visiting from
time to time those cases which were not undergoing treatment
under the National Insurance Aect.

Four hundred and eighty-four houses have been dis-
infected, including premises where Tuberculosis had oceurred.

WORK UNDER THE INSECT AND OTHER
PESTS ACT.

Dr. Loch, of the Board of Agriculture, has paid two or
three wvisitz in connection with the above Aect, and on one
occasion | accompanied him to inspect a garden which had heen
reported to the Board as infected with potato disease. The
necessary notices were served prohibiting the planting of
potatoes on the infected area, as were alzo similar notices on
another garden, where I detected the existence of the disease.
I inspected several fields where potatoes were being lifted to
ascertain that the haulms, ete., were free from infection.

Cireulars were distributed to frulterers relating to the
Gooseberry Mildew Order.

REMOVAL OF NIGHTSOIL AND DRY REFUSE.

As a result of the new sanitary survey, I find that at the
end of the year there were 578 privies and 11,638 water-closets
used in connection with dwelling houses, lock-up shops, and
public buildings.

Owing to the shortage of labour, the work of nightsoil
removal, which i1s undertaken by contract, has not been carried
out in a satisfactory fashion since September last, and although
there has been at no period a large number of applications for
emptying privies on our books, it has not been possible to
secure immediate attention thereto.
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Were it not for the small proportion of privies remaining
to be dealt with, the condition of affairs would have been very
serious. At the present time only four per cent. of the houses
in the Borough are supplied with privies, the total cost of
removing nightsoil being £589 4s. 5d. The total number of
emptyings of privies was 1,352,

There are at the present time about 9,650 ashbins, the con-
tents of which are removed weekly, and 912 dry ashpits. The
number of loads of dry refuse delivered to the destructor
during the twelve months was 10,300, the tonnage being
11,164.  Three thousand two hundred and forty-three loads
have been taken to tips, representing an estimated tonnage of
3,614, so that in all 13,543 loads or 14,778 tons have been
collected.

The corresponding figures for last vear were 12,278 and
14,243 respectively. The total quantity of refuse yielded per
house was 0.95 load, or by weight 20.06 ewt., as compared with
0.92 load and 20.5 cwt. last vear.

The cost of rvemoval of dry refuse, including team
hire, wages and maintenance, and renewal of plant and rent
of tip was £2,074 8s. 2d., as compared with £1,898 15s. 10d.
last year, this increase being cccasioned by the larger propor-
tion of dry refuse to be dealt with and increased rates of wages.

The cost of collection per load and per ton work out at
ds. .075d. and 2s. 9.07d. respectively. The corresponding
figures for 1913 were 3s. 1.1d. and 2s. 7.9d. respectively.

The total cost of refuse removal was £2,663 12s. 7d., this
being the lowest figure within my experience. 1 append Table
showing the total cost of refuse removal since my appointment
in 1899, 1 need scarcely add that owing to the great increase
i amount to be paid for horse hire, ete., in the near future,
this satisfactory condition of affairs cannot pessibly continue.

Allowing £50 for emptying cesspools on the one hand and
dedueting the cost of removing refuse from the Workhouse and
Wigmore Industrial Schools, the annual cost of collecting refuse
from a house with a privy was 16s. 84d., and from a house with
a water-closet 2s. 93d.

The following shows the annual cost of removal during the
last 16 years: —
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Privies, Water-closets and A shpits—
Privies aholished
Middens abolished
Dry ashpits abolished and dusthins substituted ...
Water-closets with flush ecisterns substituted for
privies
Fresh water-closets substituted for waste water-closets
Galvanised dustbins provided in lieu of middens ___
Additional ashbins provided
Middens abolished and converted into dry ashpits
Defective W.C. connections made good ...
Insufficient supply of water to W.C.'s.  Flush
improved 2
Defective tippers renawed and inspection chambers
provided to waste water-closets

ﬁ.f’f‘jﬂlﬂ_ﬂf of Animals and f.\‘_ﬁr”sf:-r Aecrwmulations—
Nuisances from the keeping of swine abated
Fowls or other poultry kept in dwelling-houses or

s0 as to be a nuisance—removed from premises

Overerowding—
Houses overcrowded—numbers reduced

Mizeellaneons—
Manure pits provided or repaired
Miscellaneous nuizances abated
Filthy approaches to privies and filthy conveniences
cleansed by occupiers
TFeter Supply—
Houses without a proper supply of drinking
water—water laid on
Factory and Workshops A et—
Filthy and dilapidated workshops and bakehouses

cleansed or repaired
Closet accommodation provided or repaired

Dairies and Mill Shops Regulations—
Dairies cleansed and limewashed

fnfections Diseases—

Walls cleansed and stripped

Total

283
218

42
286

281
591

130

27

100

L |

12

64

14

132

20

15

i |

10

b |

H990
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Food and Drugs Inspector’s Report

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3lst, 1914.

To the Chairman and Members of the Sanitary Commitiee.
GENTLEMEN,

Herewith 1 beg to submit a Report of the work carried out
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts during the year ending
December 31st, 1914.

I have obtained 140 samples under the provisions of the
above Acts, consisting of the following : —New Milk, 69:
Butter, 53; Cheese, 1: Margarine, 5; Lard, 1; Cream, 2:
Cream of Tartar, 1; Coffee, 8.

These were all submitted to and were analysed by the
Public Analyst, who certified 118 samples (84.29 per cent.)
as ** genuine,”’ 9 samples (6.43 per cent.) as ** genuine but of
low quality,”” and 12 samples (9.28 per cent.) as “‘adulterated.”’

All the inferior samples were milks.
The adulterated samples consisted of 12 milks and 1 eream.

The sample of cream is classed as * adulterated.”” No
notification of preservative was given, as required by the Public
Health (Milk and Cream) Regulations, 1912. The vendor was
cautioned.

Four of the milks (taken on delivery) contained added
water, and were deficient of hutter fat. Proceedings were
instituted, and after the first case had been heard, and a con-
vietion obtained, notice of appeal was given,

On the decision of the High Court, the conviction was
quashed, 10s. 6d. costs in eight cases being allowed, £4 4s. 0d.
in all.

In another of the adulterated milks the case was with-
drawn on payment of costs, £1 16s. 0Od.

The adulteration of one of the samples was not sufficient
to warrant proceedings, and the vendor was cautioned.

The remaining 6 adulterated samples were taken in course
of delivery to the vendor in the last-mentioned case, and all
contained added water. In two cases the percentage was
small, and proceedings were taken in four cases. Convictions
were obtained in each case, the fines amounting to £12 and
£6 19s. 10d. costs.
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The appended Table gives particulars of the adulterated
samples and also states what actions were taken against the

vendors : —

A —

Diescription and Number of

L Sample.

=

Milk (Sample 1991)

Milk (Sample 1992)

~ Milk (Sample 2001)

Milk (Sample 2002)
I Cream (Sample 2010)

Milk (Sample 2043)

Milk (SBample 2063)
Milk (Sample 2111)
Milk (Sample 2112)
Milk (Sample 2113)
Milk (Sample 2114)
Milk (Sample 2115)

Milk (Sample 2116)
§o—

. Added water 209,

¢ | Added water 259.

. | Boron compounds present

| Results of Analysis.

| Deficient of 139, of its |
! natural milk fat.

Deficient of 109, of its
natural milk fat.

Added water 139,.

Deficient of 99
natural milk fat.

of its

Added water 109,

| to the extent of 459,
stated as Boric Aecid.

Deficient of 179, of its
natural milk fat.

Deficient of 59 of its
natural milk fat.

Added water 69,.

Added water 109,

Added water 129,

Added water 149%,.

Added water 49.

Added water 119.

Remarks
- Vendor prosecuted and
fined. Case dismissed on

legal point on appeal.

Dismizsed for same reason.

Do,

Do,
Un-

Vendor cautioned,
official sample,

Summons withdrawn on
pavment of costs,
£1 16s.

Vendor eantioned.

Vendor fined £3 and
£4 Bz, 10d. cosis.
Vendor fined £3 and
185, costs.

Vendor fined £3 and
18s. costs.

Vendor fined £3 and
18s. costs,

No action taken. Vendor
as 2111.

Vendor fined £3 and
18s. costs.
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Proceedings were taken in ten instances against the
vendors of adulterated foods, fines and costs being imposed
in five cases, and costs only in one case, owing to extenuating
circumstances. With regard to the four cases showing gross
adulteration, the facts were not seriously disputed, but un-
fortunately, a copy of the certificate was not served with each
summons.  The Stipendiary held that the summons might be
amended, and convicted the vendor, but on an appeal the
contrary view was taken by the Justices, and all the cases were
dismissed.

The considerable increase in the milk adulterations is, 1
believe, explained by the fact that in the previous year, owing to
the purity of the supply, there were no prosecutions. This fact
possibly gave rise to the impression that inspection was not
being seriously carried on, and several wholesale dealers would
appear to have attempted to take advantage of this supposed
laxness. The publicity resulting from the prosecutions, in-
dicating that systematic inspection is taking place as usual,
will probably have again the effect of reducing the adultera-
tion of this most important food. Two instances are recorded
in the Table of slight sophistication, in which no action was
taken: a sample of cream containing borie acid had no dis-
closure of the preservative on the label, and a sample of milk
showed a slight deficiency of cream. In each case the vendors
were cautioned. It is satisfactory to be able to report the
absence of preservatives from the milk supply. The whole of
the butters proved to be genuine, as regards the freedom from
foreign fat and excess water. One sample only was found to
be preserved with boron compound, but its percentage, stated
as borie acid, was only .28 per cent., which is well below the
limit of .5 per cent., and it was therefore passed genuine.

All the other articles ineluded in the Table proved to be
genuine and call for no special comment.

I remain, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,
(Signed) HARRY SILVESTER, B.Sc., F.I.C.,
Public Analyst.

17th May, 1915.









