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SCHOOL MEDICAYL SERVICE.

To the Chnairman and kembers ol the
Edupcation Committee,

Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Tou will remember that last year I had to report a
fall in the general standard of health emong the Vest Bromwich
school children, Judging by the 1943 record of medical
inspections it would appear that the fall was not continued
and, whilec the general standard of health and montal
recoptiviiy was not s¢ good as in the varlier years of the
war, nevertheloss thoe yoar 1943 showed” an improvenent,

The number of short torm abscnccs duc to illncsscs
cortificd as "colds"; “dobility" and "skin trouble" romeincd
muich higher than normal. Recovory from major and minor
illncsscs was longer than avoerago time in provious yosrs and
might domongtrate n slight lowering of rosistnneco,

The results of nutrition nsscssment, as sot out in
tho Tables of thig rcpeort, wore cncouraging in that tho
figurcs showed an improvement over thosc of 1942, which had
ghown g considorable devintion from the nverage of the provious
gix ycears.

the Bonrd of Lduention compiled n summary roturn of
the provision of mesls nnd milk in public clementary schools
for n single day in Octcbor 1943, nnd it is’of inturest to
comppyc the locenl with the natlonal roturna: The porcentogo
of echildren taking advnhtage of the Milk-in-Schoola Sehoemo
in Wost Brofwich wns 91.0, mach highor then that of the
Country (76.L). This wes vory commendsblc ond hes hnd a
considersble cffect upon the welfarc of the children, ond
¢gpeeially sineco the scheme has now bucn running well in
Wost Bromwich for somoc ycars. On tho other hend 15. 4 per cont
of" Wost Bromwich children took school dimncrs a8 compared with
26,5 per cent over the whole country. Two further kitchons
will como into éperation in carly 1944 and the mepl provision
will be doubled, Furthor progross will be mode during 19hL-
g2 plans mado by the Committoc materinliasc,

Tho incidcenec of Infuctious discaso romaincd much
the snme as in proviocus yoeara; scorlet fover crscs decreased
winillc meaglos increoaosod, Thoere were scven denths fronm
diphthordia among the school childron, It iz canlculatod that
79 per cent of children in attondsonce at school havo boen
immuniscd against diphtheria but therc is still room for
improvenment in thosce figuros, The proevolonee of scobios and
vorainous conditions remains much the sane s8 in provicus
yoars. Troatment foecllitics for the former hove boon
¢cxtonded and should show rosulis nt a later stngc.

Yhon thoe supcrvision of the school mediecal scrvice
coases at fourtcon or thercabouts, unless something is
rodically wrong medienl adwvlec is roroly sought by parcnts
nnd the nocessity for supervision of henlth tonds to beo
forgotton, This gstatc of affnirs has boon, unfortunatcly,
too well confirmed by my now oxtonsive uxporicnce of oxanmining
boys for the Alr Training Corps and Soa Cadots Corps.






The percentage of defects found, snd of rejects, increasses
progressively in each age group from 15 to 148, In an
industrial area such as ours this is probably more marked
than in most. The extengion of the achool leaving age and
the continuous medical supervision as promised up to 18 years
in Section 46 of the New liducation Bill, will be of
inestimable wvalue and tend to prevent that deterioration in
health standerd at s critical period. of development, You
will, #nC doubt incresase your medicpl service pari passu with
your educaftional servicee and, in doing =0, will be carrying
oput a far reaching socipl measure for the heslth welfare of
the Town,

I wish once ggesin to record greteful thanks to
the Director of “ducation (kr. L.G, Tose) and his staff,
for the close co—operation snd harmonious working between
our departments, and for supplying curtain informetion
releyont to this report. Special thenks plso are due to
tha Head Teachers aid Teschinzg RtaflTas for the holp receivod
throughout the year. The fnoual Meoting of the Head Teachers
with the School Medical Zervice Staff was held ceorly in the
year and was very successful in providing valusble exchenge
of wiewpoints,

o the Totary Club: The Poory Children's Telfsre
Society and the ¥, 5.P.C,C., iz due grateful scknowledpmunt
of their continued valuable pssistance, pond to the Staffl of
the 3chool Hiediesl Twpartment for thelr efficiont and willins
sprvice. throughout the year.

I ghould also like %o exXpie8s my sincoro
appreciation of the courtcsy snd consideretion which has beon
shown by you, Mr. Chalrmen, Ledius and Gentlemen, end
especially to Councillor iiss C,E. Hazel, the Chairman of
the Mediesl Services Sub-Committos,

I have tho honour to remain,

Your obediont zerwvant,

AT
School Medtv®I Officer,

2, lodge Toad,
Vest Bromwich.
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ITT.
v,

YILL.

b B R

ST AFE. fis et out on Page Ore,
CO-O0RDIN,ATION. No aglterption has been made in the

arrangements.

SCHOOL HYGIENE. Nothing to Report.

NMEDICAL & DENTAL

THESTHENT.

The statistical Information desired by the
Board of Education is to be found on

Pages £ and 9.

INSPECT IDN AND

Orthopasdic and Postural Defecta,

Troatment was continued on "the usual lines, under
the supervision of Mr. J.3. Leather,
Inelysis of cases treated:-- 1942, 1943,
: Boye. Cirls. Eoiﬂ, Girls,
EI.U:::'-— ---:1 ::'.:::"L:d')l'!-i L R M ] 1{5 1!| j 15
Nimber of consultations... ... 20 2 9 L
Mumber of children in-patient. 2 1 2 )
umber of children on massage, Fi 10 L 2]
Number of attendances, ... o= 1359 266 196 219
Mamber of children X-ravod - 1 1 - 1
famber of ehiléroen fittod with '
irongy pioSter SABSes, OGC. “vaw ) i o] 1
Summary of work at Remedial lBxareciscs Clinic.
Rumber of JuﬁLiﬁl Gl g e e R P S P P R 157
Number of paticuvs . Boys 86, Girls u?. e T T .'!.Ej;
Humber of atlenduncoB.cus sae sas wes o4 sus ses sew 700
Lfubsreulosis. 1942, 1943,
Boye. Girls. Boya. Girls.
T‘I‘-llﬂ:ﬂ'.a"r' Qf -..:ﬂ TG s . ® o PR ] 5 1 2 :j
Number of consultat *caa.;. .o a2 1 i 5
Humber of shildron ai—-rayed ... 2 i - -
Fumber of children on masssge. - 1 - 1 o
Humber of cobondances: ... ... 58 - 25 —
Number of children in-paticit. . 5 - k it
Troatment by ! :t1fihlw; sun-1ight.

The Ullra-Vieolet Light Cliric weas continued during
the yoar, the treptod numbered 243% and ationdances
3,260, comparcd with 176 and 2,072 respectively in 19L.2,

gcoene

INFECTIOUS DISE.3SES.

vere examined bac

There has boeen no giterption in the arrongemonts
for the econtrel ¢f infecticus dlsease. Diphtheria
Immunisation was continued snd 1,204 cases weroe completed
during the ¥year

throat Swabs, taken Trom school children
criologicelly; these numbercd Hhi, of
which 70 were poumtivu.

- -
Hose oand
h.






The following table shows tho lnciﬁhnc; of Notifiable
Infcectious Discascs during the four guarters of thoe yoar.

—

DISEBE. 1lst. 2nd. ard. kth. Total, rotal.
o ﬁ.P- gr. o __Iﬂ'r:i____'_l I's 194_5' lﬁh_-? .
Searlet Fever 35 9 1y 15 75 183
Diphtheria 17 32 10 1k T3 92
Erysipelas = - 1 - 1 1
Pneumonia - 2 2 - I 2
Whooping Cough 24 9 1k _52 16
lMeasles 157 36 1 2 15 b1

B e g e ———

S — it

Couse Of Leath. llo. Ceuse of
Diphtherieo. .. «ee z
Acarlet Pavear ... .

'll| 13. }-{eni:l.‘:lt‘isf ® PR ] # F &

Death, "o,

shock after explozsion,.. i}

iaul"'TlE..- ® @ & LN o & = @ 1

Meningltis, .. ..: Traffic fAccldents..: ::. o)
J

Cardipc TPailure,.

=13 = pa=d

Other defined disepses., .

Totnl 21.
This compares with 2/ deaths in 1542,

PROVISION O MELLS.

Yhen reporting on the Committee's Morision of
ileals Scheme in the fanual Teport for the year ending 81;ﬂ
December, 1942, it wes observed that approximntely 1,600
children were receiving meals at school daily ot the end of
Decambar, ;

Thiz numbsr rose approximately teo 2,000 meals
daily during the year under review - the increpse belag
asccounted for by the opening of the Hamstesnd School Cantoen
in Jenuary, 1943, snd by an incressed cutvul froan the Lodge
Estate School Central Kitchen.

The pnumber of mesls served during the year was as
follows i~
Meals for payment... ... ses sss oas 339,839
Freo Meals (including Teachers and

HOLpers.}s ses ons 41,2381
’ Total 377,120

For purpcse of comparison the number of megzls
garved during thes year 1942 totallad 147,129,

Tt will ma noted that st the end of fhe year the
Mathority's scheme for the provision of 2,000 meals daily
had been brought into full operstiosn, but by this time 1t wns
evident that the demnnd for meals was continuing to incresse
and accordingly, the Committce rocommended that bthe Board ol
Fducsation snd the Ministry of Vorks should hs reguesicd o
nrovide ond erect kiicheus on sites at the Cronchills and
George Splter Schools, It is hoped that these Kitchens
will be made available in the necar future, In addition,
the Committee is considering the possibility of providing
further kitchen asccommodation in the Chaorlemont ares.

The charge of Tivepence per meal was maintaluned

“throughout the yoar.






COMMITTER'S SCHuM R PROE MILE AT MUALS,

The schemes for the provision of Tfrio milk and meals
to mepl-nourished necessitous puplls ware concinued throughou.
the year ond the income scale for the doturmingtion of need
was revised on two occeslione Lo mweoet the choanged conditions
made by tha ¥War.

MILK=TH=80H00LS 301106,

This- scheme continues to be well supported ond
3:081, 6;6 one-third pint bottles of milk were supplied to
purils in Publle Zlementary Schools during the yoear.

HIGEER EDUCATION SCHOOLS.

Iuring the year undcr review it wes found possible to
provide meals to pupils from the Higher Lducatisn Schools of
the Borough by sebtihg un a separnte Dining Foom =i Lodgo
Estate Scnool and approximately 130 pupils arc receiving megls
dhilj In addition these Schools perticipated in the Milk-

in-Bckesls Scheme - previdiag 94, 71 ? bottles of milk auring
the year.

\JL'.- | -\.rLET : -'I::III’t

by

seany that strenuous efferis ars belir made to mprove the
ataniard of nutritio: in the Borough and once ggaln 1t is
degired fo place on record the Tact that the [Jood Tepchoers
most willlingly snd voluntardly underteke o grect desl of
additional work in this conneccion.

Trom 11 the statistics collucsed cbhbows, it will be
5

X.- CO-OPERATIUN OF PLRVFTS, THACHE

CO-OPEKATT P ¢, SOHOOL ATTHVDANCE OFFIGLRS
LND VOLUNT.. LY BODLED,

The numbar of parents citending routinc msdical
inspection was 2,119, ov 7H of the aLllaren axamined,
’ -

Once more tribute must be paild to the “uwan-r* eyl
School Lttendance Officoers Tor the valusble masistance
rendered to the Depertmeat.

Grateful theaks agoin aro Phﬂﬂ‘ﬂuﬂ for the able
assistance rendernd by the Poor Children's Woelfnre Seciety
and the Foltary Club. The former sent J“ childrcun to tke
Southport Convalcscont Heme Ffor pericds of one monih ond, in
additicon, disgtributed 165 mairs of boolis to necesslitous
elif Idren, The: Bowsry Club gontinied the srrangcment’wheraby
desorving cascp are seut to Convelescent Home, “eston=supep-
Marc; 3L boys were soabl Tor forituigatly or monthly periods.

The N.S5.P.C.C., continued its velupodle help to the
Depgrtment thorugh the medium of Chiel Inapsceer Tine,

Xt,~ BLIND, DEALP, DEFROIIVE /ND GPITEPNCIC CHITDREN,

Blind Ckildren., Tw partialiy sighted children, and one totallyr
blind, are receiving tuition in the Birmiaghma
Ihral Inatiftution Tfor the Blind,

Joaf Childroun. Two deaei eohlldren, snd onc decf mute, are
undergoing troining in tihe Li:min;ham oyval
Institution Tor the Denfl. One deaf mate is ewpiting ndnission

to thiz Institution and, meouwnile, is exeluded frem public
clementary school,

‘.






Montally Defective Children.

T'ormal exasinptions wore carried out in 36 coses;
12 children wore ro--exemined. The findings wore zs follows:-

Imbeeciles = Motificd to L.C... I
Feobleminded - do, 10
A e B BT CT B e g S S e 19
il and s Eeekaard.s s o ey T4
ﬂUPITLqu W - o oW # 8 @ e # & oA ] J.

B

Report on the Junior Practicesl School.
by illss D. Criffin. (Hesdmistruss.)

Tho number of ehildren In the Junior Practical School
npd remained steady throughout 194%, and fhe same ratio of ono
girl to two boys has boen mointained. The standard of health
remaing goed, and oxcept for the infiuenza opidemic there hes
Bocn 1ittde absspnee Tfor sizlkaces, There has boen a gredurld
Ldnereass in the number of children persaking of milk and the
hot mid-dany moal., and thore is uvery prospect thet in the near
vture gvery child will be hoaving e hot mosi avery school dog.

RITL. PAEANTE! BLNTE. There was no alicration in the arrangeiknes.
IV, IR LE UG TTOH, The work hot continued along the usual lin.s.

Gratotul aselncwlodgnent 15 mude 9 She
SurTicoag rondercd by che Local Prues.

(a) Empioved Children (12 Giris. icuod

No, 2f Foegiatrations:

Delivery of lowspapers or Milk, 10z 2 ELAHE
Lreande and Light Dutics. 25 - af
Child Porformors. - =

HNo. 0Ff Listncos surronderod:

Deidiwvery of Newspopers or Milk. (1 =] i
Zrrands gnd Tight Tutioe. 23 L 27
{b) streot Trading by Young Pareons,
o Licencese issucd or surrendered,
{e) Iavestigating Pairols.
Munber of petrols undoriolon, o
puner of odcnecs redorioed, 2%
IWarnber of Warning Woticos lasucd, o
Jenbor of Mmployuid intorviowed. Li
(8) Proscoutlons. Niz.

o
4]

L

[

Modics. inspection re fitness vor cmploymont.






MEDICAL INSPFECTION IETULNS.

TABLE I,

Return of Medicsl Inspections in Elementary Schools for the
Year Ended 31st December, 1943,

e Yo s e S A

A. = BWUTINE MEDICAL INSPECIIONS.

i WS,

(1} Number of Inspections: : :
Entrants 1,514 Second Age Group 1,296 Total 2,810

(2) Humber of Other Routine Inspections Nil Total 2,840

F )

B, - OTHER INSPECTIONS.

No. of Special Inspections & Re-Inspections. Eiliﬁ
TAELE ILI.

Clemsification of the Matrition of Children Inspected
during the Year.in the Routine Ago Groups.

Mo. of A B ' 0

Children (Excellcnt) (HNormalj (Slightly (Bad)
Inspocted : Sub-normal) -
[ Mo, 4. ' #Ho. % No. %. (Mo, -.#]
Entrants | 514! 64 423 2086 72:32: 335 22:13 (20 1:32 !
2nd Group 1296} 76 5.86 « 934 72,06 ' 267 20,60 19 L.h7
e ; Sl et N A Lol ] D = b |
ALl Croups | 2810 {140 14.98 2029 72.21 | 602 21.42 139 1.39 |

GREOUP I. Troatment of Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanlincss’

Total number of Defuctsn treatod oo under
troatment during the year undor th.
Authc‘rit;ﬂ" E SCE:-'-J]-I-‘\-:i - LI & - @ - 8w LI ] LI 1 LI ';-'lr ﬂ‘- -

GREOUP II, - Troatmoent of Defective Vision and Squint,
under the Authority's Schomo.

Errors of Rofraction (including squint) 274
Other defect or discase of the cyus,
(oxcluding those in Group I.) Nil

T . S R e e BN S N N M R R S R e M R e e e e e e o B e e w1 e S e

No., of tuaaldren for whom spoctacles wore:

fa% Frescribed L6
i) Obtaincd 24k

GROUP IIXIL,-Trecatment of Defocts of Nosce and Throgt,
under the Authority’'s Scheme,

Operativc Troatmont 249
Othcr forms of Troatment 15
Total number Treateod, 26k






I/BLE IV,

DENL/ L  TSPECLION JSND  TIE THENT,.

{1) Mumber of Childrca inspcectocd by tho Dentist:-

%n Toutine Jgc-groups 3,656
b) Specinls 6h2
(c) Total (Routin. snd Syucipls) L, 308
2) Numbor found to require treatment , 5,188
3) fumber ectually trected 3: &7k
L) Nuabcr of attondencos for troatmont h,867
(5) Half-days duvoted to:- (7) Extractions:-
Inepuection... ... 22 Pormanent Tooth... ... 849
Trﬂ&tmunt- & @ ow o 52? rUmpGIIErtf ']-u"'-""-':l‘:‘hl-l * Beow II'll E:':FE,'
549 5,427
i (G) /dministrztion of
(&) Fillings:- goenoral anausthotics o0
_ i for extroction, 1,55¢c
Permancnt Toocth 2,060 ‘
Temporary Tooth 6 (9) Pther Operations:-
2,066 Pormonent Tecth... «-» H oL
L e Temporary Testh... ... 1,259
2,953
BLE_ V.
(i) ‘vernge nuaber of vislts per school madce during
the yoar by the School Nurscs 0 other
guthorload POaEDNB . canl Lide swil wia Craian e AU b
(11) Yotal numbur of exaninatlons of children la the
"~ schools by School Murses or other suthoriscd
POTEOMIE . 0 aiaih eisia wsis efwlee wwt g aiall acatr e mneia e 29135
{11i) Mumbei of individusl childron found unclesfa. ... 1, QLT

(iv) Kumbur of indiwvidual children clusnsed unde:
Sectiona 87 (2} and (3) of the Zducetion .et, 1921.

(v) Mumbor‘of coses in which legnl proceedings wore
taken:-

’a; tnéor the _duecation Jet, 1921

th Undor Behool Sutendsince Byo-laws

LLBLE VI,

BLIND ,1iD DE.F CHIZDEIN,
Mumbar of totelly er almeat totally blind and deaf children
who are NOT at prescnt Sime roeceiving education suitebls
for thelr specinl nceds.

"% p Fubllic T an Institution It no school
Blomentery cther then s or Institut iod.
achool. Specisl School.

Dlind Children = - o
Deat Childroa - - 1

am v e e ga e — m——w

9.






