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time of year, it is least advisable that any change should be
brought about in the water supply of the publie, either by
pumping well-water into the mains, or by private wells being
brought into use to supplement a limited public water service.

VACCINATION.

Vaceination, as shown in the Returns appended to this Report,
is efficiently carried out in the Borough, a state of affairs which, it
is to be hoped, will not be adversely affected by recent legislation.

When one considers how infectious the disease, Small-pox, is,
and how liable an infected person is to spread the disease to others
before the nature of the illness is known, it is very clear that to
attempt to stamp out Small-pox by trusting to isolation of cases
alone, may not be successful. In fact, to arrest the spread of Small-
pox among an unvaccinated population would be, to my mind, as
difficult as it is to prevent the spread of Measles: and how the latter
eomplaint runs riot occasionally is well known.

The two diseases—Small-pox and Measles—have more than one
point of similarity in that they are both children’s diseases, and have
both a stage of invasion of several days before the distinctive rash
shows. Lastly, they are readily transmitted by infection, and in
neither case are healthy surroundings a preventive.

s —r

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

During the past year I have gone into the question of dealing
with the sewage of Shottery with your Surveyor, and it is probable
that some form of ‘Tank’ Treatment is the only proper solution of
the matter. As there are continual experiments going on in this
method of sewage disposal, it is to be hoped that very soon some
perfected system will obtain the unqualified approval of experts in
sewage treatment. When this is arrived at, places like Shottery can
readily be dealt with.
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To estimate the significance of these statistics, it is necessary to
take into consideration whether the proportion of young adults in
the district is the same as that of the country in general, and as the
last census showed that the population of the district had actually
decreased since 1881, it is reasonable to assume that this decrease is
due to young adults leaving the district. And as between the ages
of 20 and 45 the mortality is least, it follows that a population
deficient in individuals at these ages will have a mortality rate which
does not express correctly the real mortality.

The same eause naturally gives rise to a low birth-rate.

The Infantile death-rate of the district for 1898 is unusually
high, and if maintained at the same rate for a term of years, would
indicate a very unsatisfactory condition of affairs. But this has not
been the case, and in 1897 the rate was at the very low degree of
98 per 1,000 births registered.

The Zymotic death-rate for the year, while satisfactory, would
be insignificant but for the fact that Diarrhcea and Dysentery are
responsible for seventy per cent of the units from which it is made
up. I am inelined to think that it is the exception for deaths from
these two complaints to be due to Zymotic conditions in the rural
districts, though common enough among erowded populations.

The ¢ Phthisis” mortality previously recorded, is, I think, very
nearly the average rate for the County.

As there has been much discussion in the country generally on
the question of Tuberculosis, and on the means by which the spread
of it may be checked, it may not be out of place here to quote the
opinion of a leading authority, BSir Richard Thorne-Thorne,
K.C.B., M.B., on the subject of compulsory notification of Tuber-
culosis in man

His opinion is that notification of the disease, without subse-
quent action on the part of the Sanitary Authorities, does not offer
any advantage to justify the measure; and he holds that the notifi-
cation of the disease, combined with subsequent action (such as the
visiting of oflicials to suggest or carry out measures calculated to

o e o
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prevent dissemination of the disease) on the part of Sanitary
Authorities, would lead to disadvantages calculated to counter-
balance the benefits thereby obtained.

TABLE B.

ScArLeET FEvER.—This disease has been notified from almost
all parts of the distriet during the year, and it is gratifying to find
that in many instances the prompt notification and removal to
Hospital of the earliest cases seemed to stop what threatened to be
a wide spread epidemie. At Snitterfield, however, the disease had
been widely spread at the end of 1887, and as a result cases were
notified from that parish all through the first three quarters of the
year, At Claverdon, Henley-in-Arden, Wootton Wawen, and
Wellesbourne, the outbreaks that occurred were more or less
successfully checked, and never became universal, and it is reason-
able to ascribe this, not only to prompt isolation of cases, but also to
the fact that public feeling in these places militated strongly against
the dissemination of the disease. While it is too much to say that
combined public action will always successfully ward off an epidemic
of Scarlet Fever, on the other hand there is nothing more certain
than that a ladsser faire policy on the part of the parents of children
will render any efforts to stop an epidemic of Scarlet Fever almost
useless,

Two cases of exposure in public of patients suffering from Scar-
let Fever occurred in the year, and in one instance the father of a
child so exposed was cautioned by your Council. The child in this
instance was brought by train to ascertain the nature of his illness,
and there was no suspicion of wilful exposure.

DipaTHERIA.—Nine cases were notified in the year, two of
which terminated fatally, one at Henley-in-Arden and omne at
Snitterfield. Three were isolated in Hospital.

Of the nine cases four were at Henley-in-Arden (three in
one house, well-water polluted), two were at Snitterfield, one was
at Milcote, one at Kineton, one at Ardens Grafton.
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In all cases the sanitary conditions of the premises oceupied
were examined, and the house disinfected.

Exterrc FeEver. Four cases were notified, one of these was
doubtfully Enteric in character. Two of the others came from
the same house in Henley-in-Arden, the first having brought the
infection from Birmingham, which was his home.

The fourth ease lived at Wolverton, and I was unable to
ascertain the probable source of infection, the difficulty of doing
so being increased by the fact that he was not infrequently away
from the parish.

PuerpEraL FEVER. One case was notified at Wolverton—
source unknown.

THE SANITATION OF THE DISTRICT.

Byerpaws. These being now in foree will bring about in
time a marked advance in the Sanitation of the distriet.

VaccinaTtioN. The returns of the Vaccination Officer, kindly
furnished me, show a fairly satistactory condition of affairs as
regards Infantile Vaccination.

Warer Svppry. In Alveston Parish a pure and practically
unlimited supply has been obtained by sinking an Artesian Well,
and when the work is completed, as will be the case very shortly,
it is to be hoped that the shallow polluted wells of the parish
will be totally abandoned. The well is capable of suppling the
parishes adjoining Alveston, should this be required later on.

Half-yearly analyses of the public water supplies of Henley-
in-Arden, Ullenhall, Combroke, Loxley, Kineton, and Binton have
been carried out, and these shown to be satisfactory.

SEWERAGE AND Draivagr. At the present time a scheme is
being earried out for the purification of the sewage at Kineton.

In the past year I have reported to your Council on the
pollution of the brooks at Welleshourne and at Wootton Wawen
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