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T0 THE

BAYOR, ALDEIIEN AND COUNCILLORS

OF THE

YEOVIL BOROUGH COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemenj £
T have the honour to present my Ammual Report for the year 1967

VITAL STATISTICS

Births

The total number of live births during the year was 351, as compared
with LO4 for the previous year, The Standardised Birth Rate was 14,6,
as compared with 16,8 for the previous year, The rate for FEnglend and
Wqlas wazs 17.2.

Desths

The number o deaths of inf-nts under the age of' one year was 3,
as compared vith 9 for th- previous year. The Infant Hortality Rate
(i.e, desths under 1 resr per 1 000 live births) was 9, as compared
with 22,5 for the nrevious year, The rate for England and Wales was
18.3. The Perinatal Mortslity Rate was 8, as compared with 3,4 for
the previous year, The rate for Englend and Veles was 25.L.

The Standardised Desth Rate of the general populaiion was 10,2, as
compared with 11.2 for the previous year, The rate for England and
Wales was 11,2, Of the total deaths of &ll ages, nemely 299, 138
oocurred in people aged 75 yem s and over., As in previocus years, the
greatest cauze of desth was heart disease - 102,

Infectious Diseages

The number of ceses of infectious diseases notified was 80, as
compared with 426 for the srevious year. The decrease was mainly
agcounted for by the decrease in the number of cases of lessles notified,
67 in 1967, as compared with 410 in 1966,

Tomunisation

A feature of previous Amnuel Reports has been a table setting out
the number of children, and the percentage immunised against various
infectious disemses, These figures were of value, since if the percentage
fell below which would ensure “herd immnity", an outbreak of a particulsr
infectious disease could occur, and therefore a fall below the level of
"herd immnity" called for an intensification by all concerned to rectify
whet could be a d-merous state of affairs, Apart from this specifie
point, immunisation was also an indication of the public's concern
regarding heslth, and bore the ssme relationship as Tubaroulosis and
Infant Mortelity statistics previously had, reference the health
of the commnity. It is regretted tha the County Medicsl Officer of
Heslth has stated thst these figures will no longer be available,

As in my previous Annuel Reports, I should like to record my
apireciation of the help end co-operation received from the Council,
from the Public Health Commititee and from the members of the Staff.

I have the honour to be,
Your cbedient servant,

P, P. Fex
Medical Offiger of Health,
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YEOVIL HOSPTTAL

The Ho-~7t~1 Services in the Borough are sdministered by the
South Somerset Hospital Yencgement Committee, under the general
direction of the South Western Resionel Hospitel Board, Situated
in the Borough sre:-—

1) Yeovil & District Hospital - an acute general hospital,

2) Bummerlands Messid 1 - mainiy used as o gerdatric hoapitel.
3) *Yeovil iiaternity Hospital (Pive Crosswiys =~ 1L bads

4) *Balidon Maternity Unit (G.P, Unit ) =17 beds

*Yoovil Haternity Hospital and Balidon closed when the new
maternity unit at Yeovil General Hospital was opened in July,1967.

Iy beds,

Yeovil Hospital consists of 92 beds, of which 6 beds are private,
The number of patients discharged throughout the ve r was 3,175 (2,944
in 1966). In addition 6,598 new patients attended the Specislist
and Out-patient Clinics, meking n totsl number of 28,745 attendsnces,
In addition, there were 2,303 attendsnces at the Orthoptic De artment,
and 36,649 units of work were carried out in the Rediological Depart-
nent,  Plus 10,095 casualty attendsnces, :

INFECTIONS DISEASES

Crses of infectious diseas=es requiring hoapital treaiment are
freated at South Petherten Mos ital {50 beds), In general, only the
Cubicle Block (10 beds) is reruired. and the other LD bteds are
utilized for post-overstice co8es, 20 relieving the strain on Yeovil
Hospitel and for Caneral Practitioner patients end semi-chronie sick,

TUBFRCILOSIS

I'JL Chest Clinic is held on liondays and Wednesdavs at the Yeovil
Hospital, Patients recuiring in-patient tre tment are admitted to
Sanatoria at Teunton,

CHRONIC SICK

Suimerlands (100 beds), which is situated in Yeovil Borough,
is the largest hospital in the area used for this purpose, This
hoaypital was ariginally a Foor Taw Institute built i 1837, and the
lay-out eto., doss not conform with the accepted standards of today.
Further, there is a shortage of nursing staf'f, but despite these
handicaps, valuable work is carriedout by the staffof the hospital,

LABORATORY SERVICE

A laboratary is located at Yeovil Hospital. The Public Health
Labo ‘atory Service has a laboratory at Taunton, at which bacteriological
examination of swab, blood, sputum and faeces is carried out, Bacterio-
logiocal and chemical analyses for the examination of midk, foods, water
supplies and sewage effluents are also carried out,

HOUSING

I am indebted to the Housing Manager for the resume showing the
number of council houses erected by the Corporation.

Houses, etc., completed during the vesr ended 12,67 = 180
Houses, etc., erected post-war sen = 1,783
Houses, etc., sold post—war e her 5
~ 'ouses erected by the Local Authority and still owned = 3,168
by them
» of applicrnts on the waiting list as et 31.12.67 = 505

(The above figures do not include prefabricated bungalows, )
During the year ending 31st December, 1967, four "Duplax" flets heve
been conver ted into two 3 bedroom houses, four “converted" flets have

‘been re-converted into two 3 bedroom houses snd four old peoplas flats
have been converted into two 1 bedroom flata,
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