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TO THE
MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS

OF THE
TEOVIL BOROUGH COUNCIL

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present oy Anmnuel Report for
the year 1965,

VITAL STATISTICS
Births

The total number of live births during the year was 387, as
compared with 389 for the previous year, The 3teandardised Birth Rate
was 16,2, az compared with 6.3 for the previous year - the rate for
England and Wales waz 18.0.

Deaths

The number of deaths of infants under the age of one yeer was
9, a2 compered with 3 for the previous year, The Infant Mortality Rate
(i.e, deaths under 1 ye'r per 1,000 live births) was 23,2, as compared
with 7,5 for the previoms year - the rate for England and Wales was
19.0, The Perinatal Mortelity Rate was 30,3, as compared with 17,9
the previous year - the rate for England and Wales wes 26.9.

The Standardised Death Rate of the gensral population was
11.0, az comparedwith 11,4 the previous year, The Death Rate for
England and Wales was 11.5, Of the totnl deaths of all ages, namely,
30, 132 occurred in people aged 75 years and over, A2 in previous
years the grectest cause of deaths was Heart Disease, 103,
Infectious Diseases

The nunber «f infectious diseases notified was 303, as compared
with with 62 for the previous year. The increase wos mainly accounted for
by the increase in the number of cases of Heasles notified, 288 in 1965,
as compared with 40 in 1964.

Typhoid

On the 3rd June, 1965, I was notified that a boy, who was a
boarder at 5t, Nicholas School, West Coker, and who was an in-patient at
okl Hospital, had becn diagnosed as having a Typhoid infection,
the clinical diagnosis bedng conflirmed by positive bleod and faeces
examination, The boy had beenhoma on holiday in Spain and returned to
his school at West Coker on the 27th April, 1965. Subsequent questioning
of staff and pupils at the school gave no indication of any other member
with a history of illness, and it was assumed that the disease had been
gontracted whilst en holiday, A sister of the patisnt who had alsc been
on holidey in Spein was at & school in Bexhill, and I notified the
Headmistress of the school et which the sister was a boarder, and the
Medical Officer of Health of the area concerned of the ciroumstances,
in ordar that the approprisés action could be taken.

At the time T was notified the school had already started half-
term holiday, so that the bulk of pupils had returned home, and to avoid
undue worry to parents of pupils, it wes decided that ne notification of
the patient's illness should be made until the other boys had returned
to the school. In the meantime arrangemernts were made for a 3anitery
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Inspection of the schogl, with particular reference to watar suppky
(Meins), toilet arrangements (main drainage), milk supply, ete.
Arrangomonts were mede for specimens of foeces of the rempining

boys at school, all nembors of the ateff, teachers and domestie, to
be submitted to the Public Health Laboratory, Musgrove Park Hospital,
and following the return of the boys on the following Tuesday, 8th
Juna, 1965, specipens of their stools were elso forwsrded to the
Laboratery. All stools were negative and paréents of all the boys
were informed of the results of the sxaminations,

Yeovil Hospital

The patient, prior to admission on the 2Z7th Hay, 1965, hed
been complaining of not feeling well, hacdache, constipation and
feverishness since 17th May, 1965, Previous to this he had run &
temperature of unknown origin and h-d complained of hesdache from the
4th to the Bth May. Fortunately, on both occasions when he was in the
sick bay of the schoocl he was the only patient. The patient was nursed
in an open Children's Ward and thorefeore all children who had bean
patients in the Ward from the 27th May, 1965 until the Lth June, 1965,
had to be investigated, and no admissions were allowed to the Ward until
all such children and members of the hospital staff, i,e, doctors, nurses
and domestie staff, ete., who had hed contact with the pationt, werve
knovm to bs non-infectious. Unfortunately, the incident cccurred just
prior to the Whitsuntide holiday and members of the staff were scatiered
as far afield az Scotland and Lands End., This created minor complications,
These measures were token Tollowing o meeting of the hespital Medical
Staff Committes, The admission of o easc of Typhoid to a general ward
showed the necessity of obaerving s high stendard of personal and food
hygiene practice and the fact that there were no secondary casces indicated
that the atandard of hygienc obscrved by all pombera of the staff was good.

Altogher 181 specimens of Fauces were submitted to the Laboratory
for examination and my first thanks are due to Dr, Boyeott for the help he
afforded ma, mosbers of the staff of the Public Health Department,Health
Visitors, Health Inspectors (Ycovil Borough and Yeovil Rural), and clerieal
ataff who all worked willingly throughout the "hitsuntide holiday, and also
the Matreon and staff of Yoovil Hospdital who all co-operated in aoy measure
which I thought advisabls to cerry out, Finally, I cannot apeak too highly
of the local FPress, i.e. Yeovil and Bristol. A Press meeting was held on
Whit Monday, when all the foots wore given and I answered all questions
asked, It ws agresd that I should be completely open and frank and that
the Press would only publish informetion which was mutually sgreed was
in the public interest. The Pressz wore punctilious in honouring their
side of tho cgreement, and I cannot speck too highly of them, Following
the genaral meeting, one of their menbers, Mr. Grey Stokes, acted as
their represontative, end I actod as Press Officer for Yeovil Hospital.
Calls were also roceived from Mationel Press journalista,

The incident did give ris. to soue worry, and I can now appreciate
the strain and worry an M.0.H. is subject to, when he is faced with a major
outbreak of this disease,

IMHUNIZATTON

Details of imrmunization which in the main relate to child
population, are set out in morc detail in the report proper. As it is
not feasible to imounize all children born in a particular year in that
samé yesr, in order to determine the immmnization state of children aged
2 yoars and under, I have taken into account the nurber of children born
in 1964 (389) and the number of children immunized in 1964 and 1965.
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The following table shows the immunization state of
children who were born in 196l and were inmunized against various
infactious discases in 1964 or 1965, It will be noted that for
Diphthoria, Vhooping Cough, Poliomyelitis and Tetanus, the percentage
immunized was in excess of 100%, I am of the opinion that thsre
are two reasons for this excess [1} children bornoutside Yeowil
whose parents have taken up residence in the town and therefore
have not been included in the nurber of births, but have been
imunized in Yeovil and (2) certain of the streets in the Yeovil
Borough extend into Yeovil Rural District and immunizatjon of
children from these aresas have beon ecredited te Yeovil orough
inatead of Yoovil Rural District, I think it is reaascnable to
assume, however, that the immunization of children is satisfactory.

Ho, of children born in No. immunized in | Total | Percentage |
1964 = 389 1964, 1965 Immnized |
Imunized against Diphtheria | 223 192 | M5 107% |
|
" " Whooping Cough | 216 191 | 407 10k
|
n " Poliomyelitis | 100 299 399 | 102%
L]
1
X " Tetanus | 220 192 yz | 106%
i |
] ]
Smallpox

The muober of vaccinstions of children umder 2 yeoars of age
was 255, some of the children being born in 1964 and some in 1965.
The average birth rate for these two years was 388.

The perecntage of children under the age of 2 yeers vaccinated
against Smallpox was 65,7. This figurc is based on the average birth
rate for 1964 and 1965 (388) end the nuunber of primary vaccinations,
Howaver, the teotal rnumber of primary vaccinaticns carried out in
1965 of child-en under the age of 15 years was 305, and baszed on a
birth rate of 388, the vaceination state of children under the age
of 15 years is TB,.6%.

I an indebted to Mr, A, Hesl, Borough Surveyor for the report
regarding Drainage and Sewage Disposal, andto Mr. A. G. Flati,
Engineer and Manager, Wessex Water Board, reference Water Supplies.

Hain Drainage

Stage I - This consiats of laying surface water sewers
in Vincent Street{part), Vicarage Street (part), Middle Strest (lower
pa.rt], Station Poad and across YWyndham Fields to an outfsll in the
Dedhan Brook. Alze ineluded is the replacement of part of the
main trunk foul sewer in Wyndhan Fields and the Town Station forecourt,
This scheme is at present under construction and should be complated
during Hay, 1966. The Contract value is £98,000,

Stage III -~ This consists of roplacing the main trunk foul
sewer froo Town Station to the Sewage Disposal Works, the estimated
cost of which is £78,000, Hinistry approval is awated for this scheme,

Stage IV - This consists of constructing new surface
water sewers in Newton Road, Wyndhan Street, Vincont Street (part),
Markct Strect, Court Ash and Kingston, the estimated cost of which
is £84,000. Ministry approval is awaited for this achema.

Sewage Disposal

Owing to the inadequacy of the works completed in 1357 as a
result of increesed flows and the more stringent regquirements of the
River Authority, an extension of the works is under construction, the
approximete cost of which is £350,000,
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