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TO THE
MAYOR, ALTERMAN AlND COUNCILLOES
: of the :

IEQVIL BOROUGH COUNCIL.

I have the honour to present my Anmual Report for the year 1050,

VITAL STATISTICS

Births

The total rmmber of live births was 568, as compared with 526
for the previous year, The live birth rate was 15.3 as compared
with England and Wales 16,4,

Infantile Mortality

The rumber of deaths of infants under the age of 12 months was
12, the Infant Mortality Rate, i.e, mumber of deaths per 1,000 live
births, being 32.6, This figure is the highest since 1949, and at
first glance compares badly with Somerset 18,7 and 22,86 for England
and Wales, Analysis of the causes of death shovathat 8 of the 12
deaths were due to congenital defeots and that the prognosis or out-
lock for these infants was extremely unfavourable, The Perinatal
jortality Rate (stillbirths and deaths during the first week per
1,000 live and still '-births} was 328, the County Rate being 31,5,
Comparison of the 3tillbirth Ra te, i,e, mumber of stillbirths per
1,000 live births and still births, shows the Yeovil figures to be
16, Somsrset 20,and England and iales 20,7 It would appear therefore
that in Yeovil a greater percentage of congenitally handicapped
infants survived the stress of being born, so reducing the stillbirth
rate, but ‘died subsequently in the first 12 months of life, and so
inoreasing the Infantile Mortality Rate,

' Death Rate

: The Standardised Death Rate®was 10,1 as compared with 11,2 for the
previous year, and 11,6 for England anc Wales,

: There is a decrease in the mumber of deaths due to Cancer, 48 as
compared with 51, the number of deaths due to Cancer of the Lung however,
was 10 as compared with 5 for the previous year, Of these 10 deaths,

3 occcurred in women (1 in the year 1958), '

Ir;'i.'.ectim s Diseases

The mumber of infectious diseases mnotified was 175, as compared
with 445 for the previocus year,

One case of Anterior Poliomyelitis was notificd, this being & young
adult who had had three incoulations ageainst Poliomyelitis,

It has not been claimed that the inoculations against Poliomyelitis
are & complete protection against the disease, but that the inoculations
are of value in minimising the incidence and severity of paralysis, which
may be occasioned by the disease, In this particular case, the patient
developed an extensive paralysis of the left lower limb, and I am of the
opinion that if the inoculations had not been given, this patient would
have had & severe permanent residual weakness of this leg, with consider-
able wasting of the mmscles, and probably requiring some artificial
support for standing and walking, The patient's convalescence was
;i'bnﬂmﬂ-lly aick, and the resultant weakness and wasting of the leg was
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YEOVIL BOROUGH

STATISTICS OF THE AREA FOR THE YEAR 1950

Area (in acres) ,, i P i o A 2,293

Rateable Value (31st March, 1960) o 4 5 o £429,143
Estimated Produce of 14, rate in year ending 31st March,1960 £1,749
lumber of inhabited houses (3ist March, 1960) o b 8,012
P‘:‘Pulatiml LR L] LS - w L) LA L] M’me

PHYSTGAT, FEATURES AND SOCIAL CONDITIGHS

The Borough of Yeovil comprises an ares of 2,205 acres and is situated
at the extreme South of the County of Somerset, on the borders of Dorset,
in the midst of an agricultural area,

The tovm is located on the Upper and Middle Liassic Formetion, The
sub-soil is chiefly clay, lying upon marlstone with the Midford Sands at
Hendf'ord Hill,

The greatest elevations within the Borough are: on the North, ludfond
Road, 372 feet, on the West - Bunford Lane, 233 feet, and on the South -
West Coker Ruaﬁ, J09 feet, The lowest point is on the East, beyond the
Sewage Works, 96,7 feet,

WATER SUPPLY

The water supply is derived from various sources, the majority being
situated in Dorset, The sources of supply are as followa:- Spring Pond
(two springs), Evershot Tumnel, upper Haydon Wood, Stockwood and the Cattistock
source, which consists of four boreholes, Preston borehole and Bunford are
no longer in use as sources of water supply, All the water is chlorinated
and frequent bacteriological analyses show the water to be satisfactory in
quality,

An arrengement has been agreed to with the Teovil Rural District Council

to obtain an addiitional supply from the Sutton Bingham Reservoir, which should
ensure adequate supplies for the foreseeable future,

METEOROLOGY

The climate is mild and relaxing. There is little fog or mist,
RAINFALL

Summerleaze Park School. Total Rainfall - 27,78 inohes

POPULATION
The population for 1959 is 24,010,

_ OCCUPATION

One of the main industries of Yeovil is in the manufacture of leather
gloves, and includes all processes from the preparation of the raw hides to
tue production of the finished article, This trade gives factory and home
employment to a large nunber of persons of both sexes,

In addition to the gloving industry, there is a thriving aireraft
industry and other light engineering industries, employing over 4,000



persons, There is also a large factory for the mamufacture
of preserved foods and dairy products,

HOSPITAL SERVICES

The Hospital Services in the Borough are administered by the
South Scimerset Hospitals Management Committee under the general
direction of the South Western Regional Hospital Board, Situated
in the Borough are

The Yeovil and Distriot Hospital - an acute general hospital.
Summerlands Hospital = mainly used as a Gerdatric hospital.

Yeovil Maternity Hoapital {Fiva Gmuawaz,rs} - 14 beds,

Balidon Maternity Hospital = a General Practitioners Unit - 17 beds,

o Caba

The Yeovil Hospital consists of 88 beds, of whish six are private,
the mmber of in-patients treated was 2,452 and the mumber of new out-
?:atients 5,508.The number of X-ray examinations carried out was 18,688,

n considering these figures, it must be borne in mind that the area
which the hoswital now serves has considerably increased, Despite

the valuable services which the hospitals carry out, it cannot be
stated that the present hospital buildings and equipment are adequate
for the present and potential requirements of the Borough and surround=
ing district, The matter is under review by the responsible authorities

ITFECTIONS DISE.SES . b

Cases of infectious disease regquiring hospital treatment are
treated at the South Petherton Hospital (50 beds), In general, only
the Cubicle Block (10 beds) is regquired, and the other 40 beds are
utilized for post-operative cases, so relieving the strain on the Yeovil
Hospital and for General Practitioner patients and semi-chronic sick,

TUEERCULOSIS

* A Chest Clinic is held on kondays and Wednesdays at the Yeovil
Hos,ital, Patienta requiring in-patient treatment are admitted to
sanatoria at Quantook and Taunton,

CHRONIC SICK

Summerlands Hospital (97 beds), which is situated in the Borough, is
the largest hospital in the area used for this purpose, This hospital
was originally a Poor Law Institute built in 18537, and the layout eto,,
does not conform with the accepted =tandards of today, Purther there
is a constant shortage of mursing staff, but despite these handiceps,
valuable work is carried out by the staff of the hospital.

LABORATORY SERVICE

A small laboratory is located at the Yeovil Héspital, A Publieo
Health Laboratory Service has a laboratory in Taunton, at which
bacteriological examination of swab, blood, sputum and faeces is ocarried
out, Bacteriological and chemical analyses for the examination of milk,
foods, waier supplies and sewage effluents are also carried ouf,
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OV ERCEOWDING

No oeses of avercrowding were recorded during the year.
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