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Co the Chairman and N(embers

of the

‘Public Health Committee.

Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting to you the
Annual Report for the Year, 1944. This abridged
Report is again in accordance with the recommen-
dations of the Ministry.

The health of the Borough has been good.
During April a large proportion of the population
was vaccinated as a result of a case of Smallpox
which occurred in the area.

The birth rate has again risen and is the
highest since 1g21.

There was a rise in the death rate during
the year——113 deaths occurred in persons over
70 years old.

There was a rise also in the infantile mor-
tality rate: the causes of death are tabulated.

I wish to thank all the members of the
staff for their support and assistance.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

MARY E. HAGUE.
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VITAL STATISTICS.

The birth rate has been steadily increasing and is now
highest since 1921.

1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944
138 137, BEALE BB 1 Billgee B i

The following tables show the causes of death and sex
distribution.

The primary cause of death was heart disease (39)
with Cancer second (49),

CAUSES OF DEATH. 1944,
All Causes Taotal. | MALES. | FEMALES.
| 137 | 130
Typheld and Paratyphoid Fever .
Cerebral Spinal Fever .. B, - e s
Scarlet Fever ... h .
Whooping Cough
Dlphtharm
Tuhﬁr{‘u;mm of Euplratar}r S:.rstnm | 6 b
Other Forma of Tuberculosis i 2 1
Syphilis .
Influenza
Measles , i -
Poliomyelitis ST W O 2
Encephalitis
Cancer ... . 23 26
Diabates _ 5 1
Intracranial va.q.c;ular losmns i 18 12
Heart Disease .. 28 - k)|
Other Diseases of clrculatory aya-tﬁm i I 3
Bronchitis ... . 11 3
Preumonia 3 6
QOther respiratory DIE-E-H.“-E-S i Z
Ulcer of stomach or ducdenum..... 4 2
Diarrhcea . 2 b A
Appendicitis i
Other digestive :haeasea 3 2
Nephritis ) 2 ]
Puerperal Sepsis.. . s T 2
Other matemal causes .. 1
Premature Births. . 3 '
Congenital causes § , 5
Suicide ... 1 2
FHoad traflic 1
Other violence . Ak pAr e A 3 ‘ 3
1 All other causes ... 9 16
Death of Infants under 1 year. Tatal = 28

| egitimate 18
[llegitimate 7
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INFANT MORTALITY.

Causes of Death.
Prematurity
Congenttadl Lot s
Pneumonia ...
E nteritis
Birth Injuries
Marasmus ... = ..
T uberculosis
Convulsions
L [ e e e S T

s e T T e

Age of Death.
Under 24 hours. Under 1 Week. 1 Month or under. Under 1 Year
5 6 7 7

Causes of Death under 24 hours were :

Prematurity

Congenital causes

Birth Injuries @ ...
Nialanoe,on o shas

k. et . )

Causes of Death under 1 week.

Congenital ... ..
Frematarity = .
Birth Injuries :

—_ 0 Ll

Causes of Death 1 month or under.

Enteritis .
Congemigad: ...+
Marasmus ..
Pneumonia ...

a2 == 2 D

Causes of Death under 1 year.

Preumonda i o
Bnbarite o i o e
T uberculosis e
Convulstons

e - Y



b
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The following table sets out the datails of Infectious
Diseases notified during the year, and the number of cases
admitted to South Petherton Isolation Hospital.

: Cases admitted to South

DISEASE. Cases notified. Petllertﬂn Isolation Hnspltal
Scarlet Fever 2 131 38
Diphtheria b o - —
Measles 28 —
Rubella i -
Pﬂﬂﬂmﬂl’llﬂ. 12 e
Erysipelas 3 e
Whooping Couch ] 22 —-
t Poliomyelitis | 2 | 1
i Puerperal Pvrexia 9 | —
Ophthalmia Keenaterum 1 . —

Admitted to Yeovil & District Hospital,

Puerperal Pyrexia 2
It is to be noted that no cases of Diphtheria occurred
during the year.

Immunisation against Diphtheria of Infants and
School Children was continued thronghout the year at the
Public Health Clinic.

VACCINATION.

A teacher at one of the Yeovil Schools developed
small-pox in April, and as a result a large proportion of the
population was vaccinated.—A great number were cases

of primary wvaccination. No cases of post-vaccinal
encephalitis occurred and no further case of small-pox
developed. o
TUBERCULOSIS.
PULMONARY. NON-PULMONARY.,
Notifications ... 33 & 6
Deaths i 14 3
Death rate of respiratory Tuberculosis per 1.00 popula-
tion is .6

The number of respiratorv cases notified is 3 in excess,
and non respiratory 2 in excess of those notified in

1943.
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SCABILES.

During the year 241 cases in 150 families were
known to have occurred. The majority of these cases
were treated at the Public Health Clinic.

When a child is discovered to have Scabies or if a
doctor sends a patient to the Clinic for the treatment of
Scabies, a letter is sent to the head of the family (under
the Scabies Order 1939) informing him or her that all
members of the Household, including lodgers, must
present themselves for examination. Generally, all con-
tacts are seen before treatment of the original case is

begun.
HEAD LICE.

This condition is now treated with lethane at the
Clinic. It has been found that in the schools there are
certain families, though small in number, whose mem-
bers are habitually infested and who are the chief source
of trouble to others.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Institutional Provisions.

The Maternity Home provides accommodation
for 11 mothers. This number is quite inadeguate for the
needs of the Borough and rural area. The difficulties of
providing beds for expectant mothers has become greater
and is partly due to the fact that many of them are living
in other peoples homes and partly to the impossibility of
obtaining home help. Patients have been sent to various
other homes—Tetton Hall, Taunton, Bridgwater, Crew-
kerne, Chard and the Yeatman, Sherborne. Difficulty
has been experienced in obtaining midwives and domes-
tic staff for the Home.

District Midwifery.

The Maternitv and Child Welfare Committee,
having adopted the Rushcliffe Scheme, aprointed a
fourth midwife in October and the domicillary midwifery
is now adequately provided for in regard to the nursing
side. The shortage of domestic help remains very acute
and often makes the position extremely difficult, both for
a mother having her confinement at home. and the mother
who enters a Maternity Home and needs someone to look
after the rest of the family while she is away.
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INFANT LIFE PROTECTION.

The number of foster-children on the register was
3, and the number of registered foster-mothers 3.

Visita are paid regularly by the Health Visitors
to see that the children are well cared for.

Visits were made to the schools in the town
where children under g yvears of age are boarded.

WAR-TIME NURSERIES.

The Nurseries were well attended and the average
daily attendance was as follows:

GRASS ROYAL DAY NURSERY : 34
SUMMERLEAZE PARK DAY NURSERY 35

ANTE-NATAL CLINIC.

This was well attended during the year. There
was again an increase in the number of women attend-
ing Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Clinics, and more of
them have taken advantage of the scheme whereby they
can obtain dental treatment and dentures at reduced
cost.

Ante-Natal visits w226
Jlothers attending for advice e o TR
Infante first vieits. .. = .. 454
Attendances of children at Clinic .. 5477

Home Visits by Health Visitors.

Infants.
Primary visits _ ik ¥ YT 434
Subsequent visits... = .. . _ 1983
Visits to children 1 to 5 years . 3288

MARY E. HAGUE,

Medical Officer of Health.
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OF THE

SANITARY INSPECTOR
For the Year 1944,

To the Chairman and Members of the
Health and Sanitary Committee:

Gentlemen,

| have the honour to present my first annual report since
my appointment as Chief Sanitary Inspector, following the retire-
ment of Mr, F. Whalley after nearly 35 years service with the
Corporation. In May, Mr. W. E. Jones of Thedwastre Rural
District Council, was appointed Additional Sanitary Inspector.

HOUSING.
OVERCROWDING.

The general positition has changed little since last year.
A large number of houses in the Borough are still occupied by
members of more than one family.

; There are at present well over 1,000 applicants for Council
ouses.

FITNESS OF HOUSES.

Delapidation increases as time goes on, especially in re-
gard to the internal decoration of houses. Because of the wide-
spread call for the repair of war damaged houses elsewhere, it
has been very difficult to get even such urgent jobs as choked
drains cleared, and much time elapses before ordinary repairs
can be commenced.

During the vear, four houses, badly damaged by enemy
action, were rebuilt.

MEAT INSPECTION.

During the year a careful inspection of all home killed
meat was carried out at the Ministry of Food controlled slaught-
erhouses in Yeovil. The premises in use arc the same as were
taken over at the heginning of the war and considering the amount
of killing done in the course of 12 months, have been kept going
reasonably satisfactory, especially with regard to general clean-
liness.
























