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Y eovil Rural District Council

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR ENDED

3ist DECEMBER, 1968







T0 THE

CHAIRMAN AND COUNCILLORS

OF THE

YEOVIL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

TR
migdraae™

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the year 1968,
VITAL STATISTICS

Births

The total mumber of live birthz during the year was L79, as compared
with 512 for the previous year., The Standardised Birth Rapte was 15,9, as compared
with 17.3 for the previous year, The Rate for England and Wales was 16,9,

Deaths

General PnE].atiun

The total number of deaths was 268, 117 of this total gccurring in people
aged 75 years and over (43%). The Crude Rate per i ,000 population was 9.4, the
corrected rate being 7.5. The rate for England and Wales was 11.9.

As in previous years the major causes of death were, Heart Diseasze 96,
Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System (strokes) 31, and Camcer 49, With regard
to Heart Disease, 82 deaths were ascribed to Ischaemic Heert Disease ( Coronary
Disease), Coronary Disease in general is thought of as a disease which attacks
adults, mainly mem, in the 35 - 55 age group, but in regard to men, 76.9% of the
deaths oceurred over the ageof 65 years, Similarly, for women, of the 30 deaths,
83,3% oaccurred over the age of 65,

Lung Cancer

The average number of deaths dus to Lung Cancer for the past tem years
was 6,1 for men and for women 1,6, The average population for the past tem years
was 27,370, The Cancer Rate/million, hased on the above figures is 222 for men,
and 58 for women. The figures for England and Wales were 1,011 and 197 respect-

ively.,

Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System

of the total number of deaths, for men, 78.5% were €5 years and over,
and for women, of the total number of deaths, 70% were 65 years and over.

0f the deatns due to all ocauses, 92 of the mem were €5 years and over,
and of the women, 92 wers £5 years and over, The conclusiom to be drawn is that
Yeovil Rural District provides a healthy environment, and that old age is a
reasonable expectation., This satisfactory state of the health of the community
however, poses a problem of accommodation, ete, for the elderly section of the
community, and this problem is becoming more urgent. The provision of bungalows,






YEOVIL RURAL DISTRICT

STATISTICS OF THE AREA FOR THE YEAR 1968,
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PHYSICAL FEATURES AND SOCIAL CONDITTONS

The Yeovil Rural District, comprising an area of 53,382 acres,
is situated in the South-Eazt area of the County of Somerset and i=
composed of 31 rural parishes., The area in general is not very mach
sbove sea level; the greatest point of elewation being Ham Hill, 426
feaet above sea level.

WATER SUFFLY

The water supply durihg the year has beem satisfactory, the
impounding reservoir at Sutton Bingham having been completed im Decembsr,
1958, The sapacity of the resersoir is 575 millisn gallons, with am
estimated met yield of 2.4 millisn gallems per day.

METEUROLOGY

The climate iz mild and relaxing, There iz litile fog or mist,

e

The rainfall for the year 1968, as recorded at Suttem Bingham
Reservoir was 35,15 (37,83 ia 1967), ;

OCCUFATION

The main industry of the distriet is agriculturs, which is chiefly
of a dairying and grazing naturs. In addition, the manufacture of gloves
is an important imdustry, glove faotories being located at Martock, Stoke=
sub-Hamdon and Tintimhull, in additiom to theglowe makingwh ich i1s carried
out in the hemes, A sonsiderable proportion of people resident imthe Yeowl
Rural District are employed im the Yeovil Borough,

HOSPITAL, SERVICES

The Hospital Services are mainly situated in the Yeovil Borough.
The South Pethertom Hospital, whichdesals with infectious diseases, is
situated in the Rural District., The Hospital Services are administered
by the South Somerset Hosp tals Management, Committee, under the general
direstion of the South Western Regional Hospital Beard, OSituated in the
Yeovil EBorcugh ars

1) Yeovil & Distriet Hospital - an acute general hospital
2) Yeovil Hospital Materaity Unit = 5L beds
3) Summerlands Hospital = mainly used as a geriatric hospital

.



1 am indebted to the Medical Records Officer at Yeovil Hespital
for the following details, |

Teovil General Yeovil Mater

_ Hospital, Unit
No. of In-patient discharges bave 3,366 1,097
No. of new Comsultant Qut-patients ... 6,605 : 6
New and 01d Consultant Out-patients 28,698 3,128
Available Beds 00 52 P
Orthoptic Department attendanses ... 1,958 -
Radiolegical Departments units of work 38,285 -
Casualty Department attendances e 11,352 -
Births in anyitﬂ-l &0 i i m
Attendances at Midwives Clinios - - 1,6he

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Cases of infectious disenses requiring hospital trestment, are
treated at South Petherton Hospital (50 beds), In general, omly the Cubicle
Block is required {10 bedz), and the other LD beds are utilized for post-
operative cases, so relieving the straim om Yeovil Hospital, and for
Gensral Practiticner patients and semi-chronie sick,

TUBERCULOSIS

Patienta requiring in-patient trertment are admitted to the Cheddem Road
Hospital, Taunton.

The following report was issued by the South Somerset Hospitals
Management Committes, with regard to Summerlands Hespital,

"The building of the Hespital dm 1837 directly followed the passing
of the Poor Law Amendment Act o 1834, which waz designed to remove the abuses
of the old Poor Law, A Boyal Commission im 18%2 reported mounting peer rates,
extensive outdoor relief (i,a, payments in money and kind to able bodied
pauperz without insisting em sdmissfisn ts the workhouss), with eensequent
lowering of wages, rates and demoralising of the pauper, The cure was to
be the merging of parishes (hitherts responsible for poer relief) into Poor
Law Uniens under strister contral, thuz ending of cutdoor relief, and the
imposing of harsh living conditiona im#ide the workhouse to discourage the
able bedied poor from staying theras, 35 parishes were grouped into this
Yeovil Poor Law Unien, managed by L7 elected Guardians who appointed a master
and mistress of the warkhouse infirmary, a chaplain, a surgesn and a school
master school mistress, This Board of Guardians at once decided to build a
nsw workhouze; a field in Prestom Road, was purchased for £700, and a tender
accepted for an hexagonal building to be srected by Mr, Harrias for £4,534,
Built to house 300 immates it ws in 1837, the ¢ld workhouse at Townsend,
Sherborne Road (in wery bad repair) becoming an infants® schesl im 1840 and
later a glove fastory,

Record Office show that the Guardiasns tried to carry out the terms of the 1834
Act under the guidance of the Poor Law Commissioners (Cobbett®s "Three “Eymt:"}_




even thoughthey contimued to give sutdosr relief to glovers om shori-time

and persons suffering from sickness or ascident, A glover with four child-
rem received four loaves and 4/64 a week; a dyer got fourlaves and a pint
of ale during an {1lness, Tws women received aid while their husband s

'were in prizon, cne for stealing pea-sticks, and the other for misbehaving
at election time, Able bodied paupers weres given jobs like stone-breaking,
i'ﬁm-umhing. pumping water, paring potatses, "hacking the ground”, while
the women made clothes or clsaned knives and forks, Girls wers taught glove-
making, A hand mill for grinding barley for pigs was purchased,

» Tp 1847 the Poor Law Commiszioners gave way to the Peor Law Boo 3,

‘wiich in 1871 became the local Governmment Board, For nearly a cembtary s
shadow of the workhouse darkened the livea not only of the umemployed who
sought relief thers, but also of the aged poor and the chromiscally aick who
were forced to bear the stigma of “the union® in the days befores the 014
Age Pension and National Insurance. Dickens® *0liver Twist"™ helped %o
ereates a public opinion in favour of reform; the Unsmployment I[nsurance

| Aets 1911=1922, the National Health Insurance Aet 1911 and the firat retire-
' ment pensions 1903 slowly changed the old attitulss towards poverty, which
| was n® lomger sessi as & perzonal dlsgracs, Tn 1929, the Board of Guarilans
was abolished, the Upiom cameunder the sontral of the Public Assistance
Committes of the County Csuncil, The "workhouss®™ became an *infirpary”
concerned largely with the care of the aged sick, though tramps continued
to get relisf there until 13L3,

utanditions improved, particularly after 4he Second Werld War;
medioal and mursing services greatly expanded - betber diet, improved
furnishings and decee, radis, iibrary all helped to make Summerlands Hospital
a much happier place, and now im 4369 the 01d Summerlands Hos:pital has been
replaced by the new Scmmeriands = (hristmas 1968 saw all the patients settled
in ths brand new three ward hospital - no longer would staff have to cope with
winding stene staircases, long passages, no lomger would patients be confined
to wards which despite all efforts to improve them, still had the taint of the
workhouse, The mew Summerlam s is based upon a standard plan nsing unit
construction evolved by the South Westerm Hospital Board - it provides the most
modern facilities for patients in the upper age group and alss the maximgm
help for the staff. Each ward has its own day room with fitted carpets and
colourful and, of course, comfortable furmiture where all patients can meet,
watoh T.V, and in shor, enjoy the life of a modern hotel, The wards are
specious and every bed has its own radio head phone - murse call system,
1ight ete. = in addition there are some single rooms for patients needing
privacy or speoial nursing attention and even some double rooms 50 that if
possible, married couples need mot be separated, The kitchens have many
1abour saving devices and enable a very #ull and varied sslection of meals
as well as obssrving strict centrol over specialiged diets as required by
soms patients, In keeping with modern practice diszposables are used when
possible = this ipeindes draw shesis, bed pens, under pads ete, = 80 remov=
ing oue of the less plsssant dnties of the mrsing staff,

vIm Novembar, 1962, all the cld rear buildings are scheduled for
demolition, only the fromt unit will be lef't, this will provide for admin-
istration and for the needs of the nursing and domestis staff; including
pew shanging reome with ahowsrs, dining and rest rooms, this work will previde
a welosae addition to the pew hospital and all the alteratiems to this bleck
will be carried eub by enr own Warks and Maintenance staff,






repairs of a minor nature, a aluiese for bottlss and bed pans and also
l. dressing destructor, The large siry comtrol overlooks the atatiom yard,
- :I.':rl- here a con=tant supply of messages to and from the ambulamzes

ths road, is kept up, by the mse of short wave radio,

HOUSING
I am indebted to the Housing Menager for the following infermation:-—

jouses, etc, completed during the ended 31,12,65 e €3
Houses eto, erestad post-war . 5o 1,211
Houses ets, sold post-war s e Wil.

Houses, ets, erected by the Local Autherity and

atill owned ‘br them seo 58 o 31\.131
'ﬁ. I" lﬂpliﬂm“ on th’ﬂ “itins 1liat as at 51 51 2.,53 soa ﬁ-ﬁ

VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR

l 3 The statistics ®urnizhed by the Registrar Gemeral show: the number

 of births and deaths after correction haz besn made for transfers to the

. normal place of residence of the individuals conserned, From these figures

can be caloulated the "crude® birth and death rates, As, howsver, the

highest mortality occurs at the twe extremes of life, and industrial areas

in general have a larger propertion of people living in the middle age

of life, some correction must be made for the irregularitiea of

" distribution a= regards age and sex, as otherwise the death rate will

. afford ne acourate means of comparing the healthiness of ome district with

~ansther, This comparability factor is furnished by the Registrar

~ Gemeral, and applied to the "erude” birth or death rate, gives a standardised

‘rate and enables comparisom to be made with the rate for England and Wales
or with rates of other dlstricts,

Id.'l'l lit‘thl oo ooo LR X L E:-R L 'k'ﬁ
n“ lirth Rate ... o0 aee soo ase 15&-?
Sﬂmiﬂ‘ﬁi B oo [ Y H-3 o0 e Do 2
~ 8t111birth Rate per 1,000 (live and "$£111) births .o bot
M Births PR s oo oo oo w
w Dl!l-!-t-hl - E LK LR 2 o oD }
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 live births .., oo 6,2
Infant Mortality Rate per 1,000 legitimate births rin 62
mt Iﬂrtﬂ_‘it]" Ratm p-l!rr 1 ﬂm ilhgitlmﬁa births ao0 Fﬂn
Early Necnatal Mortallty Rate (firat week) per 1,000 2
related live births
Perinatal Mortality Rate (stillbirths ; deaths during (3
the firat week) per 1,000 total live and stillbirths
Parcentage of illegitimate live births —— so0 5
. Maternal Deaths (excluding abortion) wil.
Maternal Mortality (including abortions) aee sos Nil,

’


















MATERNITT AND CHILD WELFARE

PANT WELFARE CLINICS

. The establishment and maintenance of the Infant Welfare Clinios are the
irect responsibility of the Somerset County Council, eamd during the recent years
18 number of such clinics in the Yeovil Rural Distriet has risem to 7, At each
linie, other than the Houndstone Cawp Clinic, & doctor engaged by the Semerset
sunty Council attends regulsrly, also a Diatrict Nurse, Facilities are
gailable for the purpose of purchasing Infent Welfare Foods, incluiing National
pied Milk, Orange Juice, etc,, and certain proprietary dried milk preparations,
aich are sold &t the oclinios at special pricea. Apart from other consider
tions, the olinics have an important educational valuse, Assocciated with

ach olinic is a voluntary Committee, the value of whose services it woul be

ifficult to over emphasize.

The following tablse sets out the attendances eto. at the various clinies.

Lm | cTokE- |SoUmH  WBST  HOUNDSTONE WRaAX- | TLGH- | oo
%TocK | SuB- IPETHER- lcokER | caMP  HIiL | ESTER
HAMDON | TON Rd,

T

No, of children

who attenied for i
She £irst time 51 32 4o 16 12 30 66 | 247

under 1 yr, of age

No, of children
who attended 19% a7 165 86 Li BE 164 | Bo2
during the year

Total attendances ' :
of children 91 “08 675 36k 130 280 476 B92L
during the year

Lmsga attend- : .
ance of child- §2 25 29 30 10 23 33 | 192
ren per seszion -

Tﬂtal No, of con= j )
sultations with 263 70 213 4T - B8 T2 | 877
'!ﬂﬂ.iﬂ&l officer

an d Mﬂ:iﬂ&l
amssions with 22 11 23 12 - 10 23 | 1
Madical Officer

T::ilﬁg:;"f 2% 23 23 12 12 12 23 | 109

A5













Cearaven Sites and Conmtrol of Development Act, 1960 - {Cent)

Bermanent Seaso
(iv) Estimated maximum number of
oceupants resident during the
Year se o0 oo &0 wve GO A0 425 T
(v)  HNumber of sites closed . .. NIL
(vi) Camping Sites - Number of
unlicensed sites in use .. o ONE

1+ was necessary to serve three informal notices concerming
unsatisfactory site conlitions and the defects reportel wers
subsequently remedied.

Be Cesspool E 5 ce:

This service is operated by the Engineer and Surveyors
Department on contract with a local firm,

: Four emptyings sre given up to an overall maximum in any
one financial year of 12,000 gallioms.

6. Civic ties Act, 1967

(1) The Council provided a specially comstructed reception
area at the entrance to Odcombe Tip during the latter
part of the year where domestic refuse could be depozited
outszide normal working hours, The srea was well used
and despite a degree of vandalism it was possible to
keep it in reasonable order.

(44) It was necessary to investigate three cases of
unauthorised dumping of rubbish but it was not possible
to presecute in these cazes. However, now that the above
facilities are provided I think it is time that a firmer
line is taken in such cases, The maxdimum fine for this
offence is £100 apd the publicity which could ensue from
successful prosecutions could be bensficial.

(i41) It was necessary to remove two abanloned cars from the
roadside.

Disposal of abandoned cars is likely to become a problem
for the Council and the public in this area as, in the
near future,the only local car treaking firm will cease
to operate early in 1969,



Te

9e

Llean Air Act, 1956

(1) Four oontraventions arising from the emission of
lark and black smoke from one irdustrisl chi mney
wers dealt with informally.

(i1) One sppiication for prior approval for the arection
of a furnace was received and the applicant was
informed of the altearations required and approval was
subsequently given after amendments had been made,

(111) Several complaints of smoke and fume nuisance ari
from the Ywurning of garden refuss wera received, In
one case it was found necessary to request permission to
taks statutory action, The persons responeible howaver
accepted advice on other methods of disposing of their
rubmish and up to the end of the year there were no
further grounda for complaint,

(i¥) I would again like to point out, for the bensfit of
ratépayers, that reasonable quantities of garden waste
can be put ocut for eollection by the Council's refuse

s0llectors or it can be taken to the gite provided by
the Council at Odeombe Tip,

Cloget Acoommodation Fublic Health Act, 1936)

The report of the Northumberland Committee on the 1967/68
Foot and Mouth Disease outhreak sarved to confirm the need to
olose surveillance of ‘swill' boilers as a step in preventing the
gpresad of animal disease, However, I think it deserves comment that
the "loop-hole' which allows the cperation of small-scale 'boilers®
is one which could give rise to a serious epidemic in thas future,

is not to say of course that the licensing of all swill boilers would
probably give risze to administrative difficulties,

There are now six licences in opération with an sstimated
weekly through-put of 15 tons - principally of vegetahle origin.

il B



10. r Ac

(a)

(1)

1.

(®)

()

1

There are B4 factories in the District but this
Council are only concernsd with the comstruction
and condition of the sanitary accommodation im all
but one of them, Twelve visits were made during
the year and thres informal motices aeryed,

Notification was received that thers were E22
outworkers, all of whom wers engaged in gloving.

See appendix for statistics.

zs Act, 1955

Inspec of gea yehicles

The general standard of premises and vehicles
operating in the District was found to be satisfactory.

The majority of the larger village storea are
now operating self-service, The change-over from
traditional village shop trading to self-service 1is a
case of economical survival, there being reduced
overheads in staffing and greater efficiemcy in stocking
and stook rotation, The sideline effect of this change
has been an improvement in food hygiene in this class
of premises.

Food co ta

Only three complaints were received during the
year, compared with ten in 1967 and eight in 1966,

Thorough and impartial investigations were made
into each complaint, but it was not considered necessary
to teke legal action in any instance. The complaints
related to a milk bottle containing glass fragments,

a mouldy veal,eggz and ham pie and a mouldy loaf of bread.
Complaints of this mature can however be invaluable in
pin pointing a fault in manufacture, distribution,
storage cr handling of the food product,

Classification of food premises
Catering 22
General Food &7
Baker/confectioners 14
Butcher/fishmongers 17
Licensed premiszes 51

Total 1

All the above premises are fitted to comply with
the Food Hygiens (General) Regulations.

—19—












15.

Improvement Grants - Standard Grants (Cont)

Payments - Grants paid on completion of improvements
1968

Ho, of dAwellings concerned ..ceecscscessccsossoss 14

Total emount of grant pald ..scscsvsasescssscssccs £2,13

AVErage Por BoUES . .cicensnsssnnnssiindrnasnases T RIDE

1967

£4,510
£180

Inspections:

Amenities provided with standard
grant assistance:-

Bﬁthmm ﬂﬂ.itiﬂﬂ.ﬂ LA R R N R -
FiIEﬂd hﬂt}lnr EMFEI' - I N - - RGN E N 9
w&ﬂh""lhﬂnd bﬂ-ﬁin G EaDESEDDODS s R0 0GR OC 00085 T"

Hot water supply to:
uf-ﬂ:’ three ﬁtt\inﬁ' poc OO O 8D ‘-;

(b) one or two fittings .... 5
wguu ﬂﬂinthﬂa—WﬂuiﬂE -0 O IR0 R R .i1
Septic tank installations .c.ceeescenccens 3

Fﬂﬂd Btﬂ]"‘ﬁ RN R NN R RN RN R A - 9

Animgl Boarding Establishments .c.eecssscsssssessscscnso
Caravan S81te8 ..c.cscesvccssssssssssnsssssonssvcnsssnnse
Civic Amenities Aot and Litter Aot .....ccccccssscossase
Clean Air Aot ..scsssssocosoocosscssccesncoensasocconnns
Diseases of Animals Acta ....00sc000s0000000s00000s000ne
Disinfestations and disinfections c.cceoccoeccecoscoscce

Drainage .cocecocsvscssccsncscoccesssccassssossasssnssns
Factories ..ccccosccsscssssooscosaoncsssssoccsssansecone
Food Hygiene:
(a) Bakers and bakeries .occscocssssscsccsssssssss
(D) BHOPB. suscoussoassnsusasnssnnssonsssssrsreses
(¢) Cafes and Bestauratts ...ccossssssscssssscnssn
() Pizh and chip/Wet figh B8bOP.ssceccscscovcscose
(e) Licensed premises and Off Licences ..ccccessss
(£) Bweat confectionsry .cosesssssssscacasennnssso
(g) Delivery Valicles scscceccsosssssscesocosscsse
Housing .cc:ccscocssvoscseccoscossassocssncecsesonssosses
Ice Cream Sampling and registratioN..cssecsscscsccecccse

ImFrWEmmt Grants GEB OO FE G EROBREODEBRODOEOORaBEBRBBOD

/Continued .,

25

25

[+4%

Summary relating to all sections of departments work:

52

22

3o
i

66
138
23
638
























Offices. Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1 Cont

(d) Analysis of contraventions.

Section|No. of contraventions foundjSection No, of contraventions found
L Cleanliness 1 13 Sitting facilities
5 Overcrowding 14 Seata (Sedentary
Workers) ‘
6 Temperature 2 15 Eating facilities
7 Ventilation 16 | Floors, passage and | 'I
gtairs r
8 Lighting 17 Fencing exposed parts
mackinery
9 Sanitary conven- 18 Protection of young
ilences persons from dangerous
machinery
10 Washing facilities 3 19 Training of young
persons working at
dangerous machinery
11 Supply of drinking 23 Prohibition of heavy
water work
i2 Clothing a¢cnm:datiuni 1 2L Pirst aid 15
Other matters 15
TOTAL 37

20, Petroleum Acts

(a)

(v)

A new Model Code of Principles of Construction and
Licensing Conditions which applies to the storage of
Cans, Drums and Other Receptacles and Filling Stations
was published in August, 1968, This code supercedes
the Code which had been in operation since 1957.

The Model has substantially altered the previous
recommendations for the storage of petroleum and petroleum
mixtures and it gives guidance on such recent innovations
as self-service stations, latched automatic cut-off nozzles
4z well as on the methods of installing storage tanks and
electrical apparatus,

Early in the year there was also issued an Order varying
the fees payable for petroleum licences. The fees were
originally fixed in 1928 and an increase had been long
overdue, ALl the rates have been increased, throughout the
scals, four-fold, The new charges are now £1., 08, 0d. for
100 gallons progressing up to £20. Oz, od. for 50,000
gallons .,

fcantj_ﬂuﬂa- oo
-31=




Pe & Gont

(d4) These two major alterations necessitated the issue
of new licences for all installations and the dr
of new conditions of licence, Considerable help and
co-operation was received from the Chief Fire Officers
Dept., Somerset County Council, in this respect,

(e) A Wessex and South Wales Branch of the Asscciation .
Petroleum Acts Administration was formed during the yes
and this Council are recorded as being one of the foun
members, The formation of this Branch is particularly
helpful to the Department as we are now shle to discus
problems and obtain adviece from colleagues in areas as
widely separated as Cornwall and South Wales,

(£) (i) Licences were issued for the storage of petroleum
spirit at 85 premises during the year, This figure
comprisea:

36 garages and filling stations;
31 farm installetions;
21 ipdustrial users,

21, Poultry Processing and Packing Esteblishments:

(2) There are two establishments in the area with a total
weekly kill of about 160 birds (hens and twroilers)

(b) Improvements were carried out at one of the premises
during the year in that slaughtering and de-feathering
have now been separated from the eviceration section,
This has involved the construction of a new building,

22, BSewage Disposal
(Information supplied by the Engineer amd Surveyor)

(a) List of parishes with main drainage ani efficient
disposal systems: -

Ash Mud ford

Chilthorne Domer South Petherton

East Coker Stoke-sub-Hamion

Haselbury Plucknmett Tintinhull

Ilchester West Coker
 Martock Yeovil Without.
" Montacute

fcnﬂtima LE-B-



Dis Co

(b) The Ash and Tintinhull Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
Works was completed at a cost of £134,000,

(2) The following schemes were in progress during the
year:

Marston Magna, Rimpton, West Camel - sewarz ard
disposal woiks
£189,000,

Barwick and Stoford - sewers £60,000.

a Co o Dispo

(a) Refuse Collection

During the year the fleet of vehicles was rought up to
the desired standard by the purchase and delivery of two further
Karrier Ramillies 50 cu, yd, rear loaders, The fleet now
comprises four of these vehiclas one of which is kept in
raserve, Since the opening of the Depot where there are good
cleaning facilities it has been possible fto arrange for the
thorough washing down of each vehicle at the end of each working

day .

(v) Incentive Bonus Scheme

Sinoe its inception in Jamuary 1965 approximately 80O
new properties have been added to the weskly targets. On the
other hand bescause of the provision of vehicles capable of
holding much bigger pay loads and thus greatly increasing the
amount of effective time it has been found possible to cope with
a contimually increasing volume of refuse without making extra
demands on the employees engaged in this work, The employees
however made several requests during the year for a favourable
review of the existing incentive system, They have now agreed to
accept that their request should be deferred until the service
has undergone Work Study.

I regret to report that the employees make very little
use of the excellent bathing and drying facilities which have
been provided for them at the Depot,

(¢) Refuss Dispozal

It was necessary to report that the existing tip which
has been in use since 1948 was approaching the end of its useful
1ife, Negotiations for the acquisition of adjeiming land for
use as a future site have now been commenced.

During the year ten special collections of household
refuse wers made,
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Refuse Collection and Disposal {Cont)
(4) Salvage

Two employees were absent from work for long periods
during the year and because of shortage of manpower
Llittle time was available for the salvage of waate papm

2L, Rodent Control

(1)  This service is given free of charge to householders fir
the eradication of rats, mice and insect pests but &
charge is made for farms and other businsss premises,

One part-time rodent operator is employed .,

(1) A substantial increase in rat i

was noted during October, November and December, "'E .
increase was country wide and is attributed to Tavourahls

weather and breeding conditions

We have not found any evidence of warfarin resistanc 5:
rats in this area as yet, The nearest reported cases

have been in Gloucestershire,

(1i1) Summary of treatments:
PROFERTIES (other than sewers)

1e Number of properties in
distriet

2, a) Total number of properties
(including nearby premises)

inspected following
notification

b) Number infested by (i) rats

(i1) mice

3. a) Total number of properties
inspected for rats and/or
mice for reasons other than

notification

b) Number infested by (i) rats
(1i) mice

25, Water Supplies
(1) Mains ces:

Further difficulties were
excessive iron-oxide deposits in

nfestations (about 100

during the late summer

experienced due to
some old mains,

/Continued ..,





















