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officers, 17,7.67, this patter was discussed, and the appropriate mimite
reads =

"Ir, Parry Jones was not anxious tc embark on such an extension of work
because there were already certain statutory obligations (Nurseries and
Chidd Minders Regulations Act, 1948; B.C.G. vaccinetion of Collage aof
Education Students, ete, )which were not being fulfilled. It wea also
pointed out that in the previous year the Committee had turned down similar
demands for vision testing for independent schools in the Chard area."

It is obvious that so long as the County medical serviece have insufficient
medical persormel, there must be defects in the services provided, but I
consider that pupils sattending independent schools should receive the same
standard of school medical service as children attending maintained schools,
with special reference to viasion testing, including colour wision testing
and hearing testing,

FLUORIDATTION

In my Annual Report for the year 1963, I made a comprehensive repart on this
subject, I maie montion in my report that 23 Local Authorities out of the
totsl of 36, which comprise the County, i.e. 63.8%, had voted in favour

of Fluoridation, and that the Somerset County Ccuncil had received a report
dealing with Fluoridation from their own Committes, which also advised

in favour of Fluoridation. Despite the foregoing, the Somerset County
Council voted against Fluoridation, the voting being 39 against, 34 in
favour, and 9 abstentions,

In this /nnual Report for the year 1965, Dr, D. C. Tycett, County Medical
Officer of Health, Wiltshire, wrote as follows:-

"At the end of the year 93 authorities, covering almost half the populatign
of England and Yales, had resolved in favour of fluoridation of water, At
the time of writing 'EJ'I.LI;;I.IE-t-, 1966), authorities covering over two-thirds

of the population have agresd. It is most unfortunate that Wiltshire should
be among the authorities who have rejected it., On the avergge three year
old children drinking unfluoridated water have three times as much dental
decay, and five year olds have twice as much, &s those in aresas where the
supply is fluoridated, apart from the lesting benefit of fluoridatien to
older persons, It is difficult to believe that this state of affaira

can give much satisfaction to anyone,"

Apropos of the same subject, Dr. W. loCormack, Medical Officer of Hsalth
for the London Borough of Harrow, reporting on Fluoridation, stated:=-

"Thequastion of fluoridation of water suppliss was considered by the

Health Committec in the light of Ministry of Health Circular 15/65.

The Cormittee met representatives of the Harrow Committee against
Fluoridation to hear their views on the matter, considered my full report
and then resolved to recommend to the Council that arrangements be made

f'or the addition of fluoride te the Borough's water suppliea, This
recomeendation was fully debated and finally adopted by the Council, There,
because it is impracticable for the Vater Company to provide fluoridated
water in only part of its area, the matter rests, until such time as there
is unanimity among the varicus local health authorities within the Woter
Undertakers statutory area of supply. Vhen one considers the amount of time
and money that must have been expended over the whole country in arguing
and publicising the 'pros and cona' of fluoridation and tlen considers the
monumental mass of scientific and medical evidence proving the efficacy

of fluoride az a caries inhibitor, one wonders whether thiz should not

have been decided centrally rather than lef't for local decision,”
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