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WELLINGBOROUGH URBAN

DISTRICT

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICS, 1957

Area (in acres) 8,738
Population, 1951 (census) 28,222
Population, 1957 s 2 =+ .. 29,110
Number of separate dwellings occupied, 1931 (census) 5,396
Number of separate dwellings occupied, 1957 9,997
Rateable Value, 1957 .. - £342.716
Product of a penny rate o £1,320
LIVE BIRTHS. Total Male Female Rate
Legitimate e 22 o5 - 441 232 209
Illegitimate i o = e 21 10 11
462 242 220 15.87
STILLBIRTHS. Total Male Female Rate
Legitimate all - AF e 6 3 3
Ilegitimate e i 3 o 1 — |
7 3 4 0.24
Total Male Female Rate
DEATHS (all causes) - 555 5 362 187 175 12.43
DEATHS FROM PUERPERAL CAUSES—
rate per 1,000.
Total (Live and Still) Births
Puerperal and post-abortive sepsis .. = = =
Other puerperal causes - ‘e = ere = Nil
INFANT MORTALITY —rate for 1,000 live births.
Legitimate g e ae o 9 8 I
llegitimate s o = o — — —
9 8 1 19.48
Deaths from (a)} Cancer (all ages) 68
= » (b) Measles (all ages) .. Nil
Nil

- «» fc) Whooping Cough (all ages)
ie w (d) Diarrheea (under 2 years)
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Health Department,
Swanspool,
Wellingborough.
July, 1958.

To the Chairman and Members of the Wellingborough Urban District Council :

MR, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my tenth Annual Report on the
Health and Sanitary Circumstances of the area for the year 1957.

There are eight sections to the report and I should like to refer briefly
to matters of interest in each section.

Section A deals with the vital statistics for the year under review and it
will be seen that the Birth rate, 15.87 per 1,000 of population showed an
increase on the previous year when it was 14.71. The death rate, 12.43 per
1,000 of population was slightly higher than in 1956 when it was 12.00. The
highest percentage of deaths was due to diseases of the heart and circulatory
system. The number of deaths from cancer showed an increase and was the
highest for five years. Lung cancer deaths showed a considerable increase.
The infant mortality rate 1948 per 1,000 live births was lower than the
previous year when it was 21.22. Once again it will be seen from Table No. 9
in Section H that eight of the nine deaths were in the Neo-natal period. The
death rate for pulmonary tuberculosis continues to decline and the rate for
the year .06 per 1,000 of population must be one of the lowest recorded.

In Section B information concerning the Health Services available for
the district is given. Although in many respects the area is well served,
attention is drawn to the fact that persons aitending out-patient departments
in certain branches of medicine and surgery have to travel to Northampton,
Kettering, or the Hayway Memorial Hospital, Rushden. This involves
travelling and a considerable amount of time. This matter should receive
further consideration.

An account of the water supply for the area and sewage disposal systems
for Wellingborough and Finedon will be found in Section C. The final
effluent from the Wellingborough disposal system is satisfactory but the
Finedon works are not functioning very satisfactorily and the final effluent
does not comply with the standards suggested by the Roval Commission on
Sewage Disposal. The deposit gauges set up in connection with the investiga-
tion into atmospheric pollution caused by the Iron Works showed a further
fall compared with previous years. The sulphur-dioxide figures however,
which are an indication of pollution of the atmosphere, remain similar to
other vears and show the usual seasonal variations. The domestic chimney
and factory chimneys are responsible for this pollution and this remains a
problem to be tackled in the future.

Satisfactory building progress was made during the vear and as will be
seen in Section D the Council built 140 houses and a further 170 were
constructed privately giving a total of 310 new houses. The Council con-
tinues with its five vear Slum Clearance programme, and has re-developed
already some of the suitable clearance sites.
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SECTLEAON A

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

AREA.—The Urban District of Wellingborough covers an area of 8,737

acres. _Thn: density of population is 3.3 persons per acre and the housing
factor is 2.9 persons per house,

_ PGPULATIDN,—_Th? Registrar-General gives the population of Well-
ingborough as 29,110 in his returns for 1957, This shows an increase of 300

on the previous year. The natural increase, that is the number of births over
deaths during the year was 100.

DEATHS.—There were 362 deaths during the year which gives a rate
of 12.43 per 1,000 of population compared with 12.00 in the previous vear.
The rate for England and Wales was 11.5 for 1957. Once again the chief
cause of death was diseases of the Heart and Circulatory System. The

fnllan:aring shows the percentage of the total number of deaths caused by
certain selected causes :

! 1957 1956

Diseases of the Heart and Circulatory System .. 52.76%, 56.06%,
Diseases of the Respiratory System = e 8.28% 71.51%
Cancer = 2 3 i N -~ 18.784 17.91%
Tuberculosis (all forms) .. A = 5 0.55% 0.86%

The number of deaths from coronary disease and angina was 55 com-
pared with 59 in the previous year. Cancer deaths showed an increase, 68
compared with 62 in the previous year. The situation with regard to deaths
from this cause over the last five years is as follows :

1953 1954 955 {956 1957
Cancer Deaths e i 58 56 45 62 68
Neoplasm lung or bronchus 11 7 4 6 14
(1 fem.) (1 fem.) (1 fem.) (1 fem.)

BIRTHS.—There wore 462 live births recorded during the year. This
gives a rate of 15.87 per 1,000 of population. The rate for the previous year
was 14.71. The rate for England and Wales for 1957 was 16.1. In Welling-
borough male births outnumbered female by 13.

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.—There were 21 illegitimate births which
gives a rate of 45.45 per 1,000 live births compared with 40.09 in the previous
year.

STILLBIRTHS.—Seven stillbirths occurred which is the same number
as in the previous year. This gives a rate of 0.24 per 1,000 of population
which is the same rate as the previous vear.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.—No deaths occurred, so for the second
vear in succession the rate is Nil.

INFANT MORTALITY.—Nine infant deaths occurred which is the
same number as in the previous year. The rate per 1,000 live births was

8






SECTTON B

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

LABORATORY SERVICES.—The Public Health Laboratory at North-
ampton and the Laboratory at Kettering General Hospital with branches at
the Park Hospital, Wellingborough, and the Hayway, Rushden, serve the
area.

AMBULANCE SERVICE.—The County Council are responsible for
this service and the H.Q. for the area is at the Church Street Depdt. The area
15 well served.

NURSING IN THE HOME AND HOME HELPS.—These services are
also supplied by the County Council. The Home help service is a valuable
one and often is the means of helping over a crisis in a family. In the case of
old folks it is often the means by which they are able to remzin in their own
home where otherwise they would in their own interests, have to go to Park
Hospital.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS.—The following clinics run
by the County Council are held at Oxford Street Clinic :

Ante-natal Every Monday afternoon 1.30 p.m.

and Post-natal Every Thursday morning 9.30 a.m.

Child Welfare Every Tuesday, 2nd and 4th Monday, 2.00 p.m.
Child Guidance Alternate Tuesdays 12.30 p.m.

Eye Clinic Thursdays.

Rock Street Clinic :
Psychiatric Outpatients Every Thursday afternoon 2.15 p.m. to 5.15 p.m.

St. Andrew's Hall, Croyland Estate, Infant Welfare Centre—Held on the
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, at 2.00 p.m.

Finedon—Infant Welfare Centre held on the 1st Thursday of the month at
the Co-operative Hall.

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.—The Oxford Regional Hospital
Board is the responsible authority and the area is served as follows :

General Hospitals—Northampton and Kettering.

Wellinghorough.—Wellingborough Hospital, Gynzcology and children.

Highfield Hospital.—Acute Medical cases and skins.

Wellinghorough Park Hospital—Chronic sick, the aged and Old Per-
sons in need of care and attention. Further accommodation for such cases
is also provided at St. Mary's Hospital, Kettering, and Oundle.

A Maternity block for Midwifery cases from the area is also situated at
the Park Hospital.

Tuberculosis.—The Rushden Sanatorium provides accommodation for
cases from the area.

OUT PATIENT FACILITIES.—Persons from Wellingborough attend-
ing as outpatients have to go to Kettering and Northampton or ‘lhe Rushden
Memorial Hospital. This is rather unfortunate as distances are involved and
the time factor may be considerable.
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SECTIONSE
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT

WATER SUPPLY.—Wellingborough receives its water supply from the
Mid-Northamptonshire Water Board. The main source of supply of this
Board is derived from Pitsford reservoir. This reservoir is situated nine miles
west of Wellingborough in a valley on a tributary of the Brampton branch
of the river Nene. The gathering area for the reservoir is about 19 square
miles, consisting mostly of agricultural land. The capacity of the reservoir
is about 4,000 million gallons.

TREATMENT.—Water is first softened. It then passes through open
rapid gravity filters and from this to the filtered water tank for sterilisation

by chlorine. This treated water is then pumped into three trunk mains for
distribution.

WATER SAMPLES. —56 water samples were taken in the Welling-
borough area during the year and sent for bacteriological examination to the

Public Health Laboratory at Northampton. The results of these samples
were as follows :

Na. of Samples Very Satisfactory Sarisfactory Unsatisfactory
56 55 1 Mil

Routine water samples are taken by the Board in the area.

RAINFALL.—The rainfall recorded by gauge at Swanspool gardens for
the year was 25.59 inches. In the previous year it was 24.97 inches. The
following records the rainfall over the last six years :

1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957
258 18.77 29.06 19.09 2497 25.59

The number of houses in the district with a piped water supply is 9,829.
The number depending on standpipes is 135 and the number of houses with-
out Town's supply is 33,

SEWAGE DISPOSAL, DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.—The sewer-
age system for Wellingborough is mainly a combined system, sewers carrying
both rainwater and crude sewage. Some are on the partially separate system
with only a small proportion of rainwater while some others are on a
completely separate system. There are storm overflows in some of_lhc
sewers and these should not give rise to any nuisance as they only come into
operation following heavy rainfails when the brook into whicl‘n they are
discharged is already affected by storm waters. There are two main pumping
stations for sewage from the town and sewage is pumped to the Sewage farm
at Irthlingborough Grange. Here it enters tanks situated on the highest
point of the farm and from these tanks it is run to the particular part of tlhe
farm that is in use. It is run in channels over this part of the farm which
acls as a filter bed. Under drainage carries the final effluent to outlets and
on to the river. The most recent chemical analysis (May, 1958) of the final
effluent gave the following results :

Appearance .. o s Clear colourless
Odour . Vi 5 Slightly musty
PH. Value .. & = 6.4



Parts per million

Total solids dried at 105° i i 5 e

Suspended solids dried at 105° .. s = e 10
Suspended solids ashed at 600° .. i e o 2
Chlorides as Chlorine £ . B o e 86
Alkalinity as Calcium Carhnnate 5 - i 111
Free and Saline Ammonia as Nitrogen 3 o 0.1
Albuminoid Ammonia as Nitrogen e i & 0.5
Nitrites as Mitrogen s i s i = —
Permanganate Value (4 hours) .. 2% 33
Biochemical Oxygen Demand in 5 days at Zﬂ“C 5 1.5

Remarks.—This is a satisfactory final effluent and within the standards
suggested by the Royal Commission on Sewage Disposal.

FINEDON.—The sewage disposal works for Finedon has given many
years service but there is a definite deterioration in the standard of the final
effluent from the works now. It is not surprising when one considers the
method adopted for treatment and the area of land involved. This ground
must now be thoroughly sewage sick.

The sewers serving Finedon are largely on the combined sytem and
gravitate to the works which are situated south-west of the town. Here the
crude sewage 15 screened and then passes into two settlement tanks. Sludge
from these tanks is passed to four sludge drying beds. Effluent from the
tanks is run on to land where broad irrigation takes place. The latest
chemical analysis of final effluent (June, 1958) from these works gave the
following results :

Appearance .. Lop ) Light brown slightly turbid

Odour o o e Slight sewage

PH. Value .. - L1 7.05

Parts per million

Suspended solids dried at 105° .. o = s 40
Suspended solids ashed at 600° . I - s 25
Chlorides as Chlorine £ ] B * =N 82
Alkalinity as Calcium C arbonate Fp o b 253
Free and Saline Ammonia as Nitrogen .. - L 16.3
Albuminoid Ammonia as Nitrogen b £ ok 32
Nitrites as Nitrogen s o oh s 2P —
Nitrates as Nitrogen g o i s ceii Frace
Permanganate Value (4 lmurs] i o 26.5
Biochemical Oxygen Demand in 5 days at 20° C 3 3l

This sample of final effluent was taken following heavy rain in the previous
24 hours and the results are not considered satisfactory.

Sewage disposal at the Weellingborough irrigation farm :

Average Average Total
daily flow weekly flow flow
gallons gallons gallons
Western area via Cattle Market
pumping station - 540,742 3,785,194 196,830,000
Eastern area via Irthlmghumugh
Road pumping station A 562,284 3,935,988 204,671,520
ToTALS i i 1,103,026 7,721,182 401,501,520
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There are no figures available for the Finedon works. There were no new
sewers constructed during the year.

DISINFECTION.—20 premises were disinfected following infectious
diseases. 108 articles of clothing, bedding, etc., were steam disinfected at the
Rushden Disinfection Station by arrangement with that authority.

SWIMMING BATHS.—Eight samples of water were taken from the
swimming pools at Wilby and Overstone for bacteriological examination
during the season and all were very satisfactory.

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS, PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, 5.269.—
Three licences were granted during the year. Licensed caravan sites in the
area were as follows :

Persons engaged in Show business—Jackson’s Lane, Broad Green,
John Street (2 sites), London Road Wellingborough; and Church
Road, Finedon.
Some of these sites are now permanently used winter and summer. All are
well maintained.

Broad Green enclosed land and garden—Rear of 60, Broad Green
used as permanent housing, conditions satisfactory.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.—A weekly collection of household refuse is
carried out. Two refuse tips were in use during the period.
Gipsy Lane Irchester—All summer refuse and winter trade refuse.
Northampton Road Clay Pit—Winter domestic refuse.

Total number of loads delivered to tips % o 4,399
Total weight of refuse delivered to tips 5. o 8,420 tons

In addition the Wellingborough Rural District Council use these tips for the
disposal of refuse from their area.

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION AND SMOKE ABATEMENT.—The
four deposit gauges situated at Hillside Road, Cooling Tower Finedon Road,
Isolation Hospital and Council Depdét, were maintained during the year and
monthly records kept of deposit. The average monthly deposit given in tons
per square mile collected at these four sites over the last five years is as
follows :

Hillside Road Cooling Tower Isolation Hospital Council Depot

1957 17.49 26,77 8.47 10.57
1956 19.69 22.44 11.49 10.74
1955 45.68 3288 14.29 14.29
1954 56.96 73.13 14.26 11.70
1953 54.29 87.17 1493 12.66
These figures gave the following averages over the last five years :

1957 e 15.82

1956 e 16.09

1955 - 26.78

1954 3 39.01

1953 - 42.26
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S ECT QN D,

HOUSING

The housing programme for 1957 was satisfactory and the number of
dwellings built during the year was as follows :

Council Private Toral
Completed during the year .. o 140 170 310
The figures for the previous year were: 24 152 176

The Post-War Housing progress is as follows :

Completed since the War M e 1,506 660 2,166
(including 95 temporary houses)

The number of dwellings under construction at the end of the vear were:
Under construction on 31.12.57 “s 118 102 220

FINEDON.—It is pleasing to report the re-development of areas cleared
at Finedon following the Council’s slum clearance programme. Included in
the building programme is a bungalow scheme for old folk displaced with a
Warden’s house attached. This is an excellent idea.

One of the big problems associated with slum clearance is the number
of old folk found living in unfit property. Often at their age they are loath
to leave and one hesitates to disturb their roots. Such cases have to be
judged on their merits and one must never overlook the fact that other
persons adjacent living in similar circumstances may have their health
impaired if a row is spared even for a few years. Bad health and unfit houses
are closely connected and this is proved beyond doubt by obesrvations made
on carrying out slum clearance surveys,

SLUM CLEARANCE.—Official representations were made to the
Council during the year concerning properties in the following areas :

Spring Gardens 16-28 o it o .. 13 houses
Gold Street 28 & 30 s s e ol 2 houses
West Street 1, 3, 5,7, 9, 14, 16, 18, 20 .. e 9 houses
Oxford Place 1, 2, 3 5 . i i 3 houses

Clearance Orders were confirmed by the Ministry concerning these areas.

The following unfit properties were also dealt with by the Council and
site acquired :

Abbott’s Row 1 to 6 s T P o 6 houses

Under Section 11 of the Housing Act the following houses were dealt
with and Closing Orders made :

John Street 5. 6,7 .. " o i s 3 houses
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SECTIOM E
SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES

MILK.—70 samples of milk were taken for testing for keeping quality.
The results of these samples were as follows :

No. of Samples Passed Failed
70 50 20

The necessary follow-up action was taken with regard to samples which

did not pass the test. One sample of sterilised milk was taken and this was
satisfactory on examination.

WASHED BOTTLE RINSES.—24 samples of rinses from washed bottles
were taken for bacteriological examination and the results were as follows :

Satisfactory Fairly Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
23 1 Nil
During the vear practically all the milk consumed in the area was either
Tuberculin tested, pasteurised or sterilised. The County Council are respons-
ible for the issuing of licences for pasteurisation plants and so the County
Health Inspector also takes samples of pasteurised milk in the area.

ICE CREAM.—There are approximately 114 premises registered for the
sale of ice cream. The vast majority of ice cream sold in the area is pre-
packed. Eleven samples of ice cream were taken for bacteriological exam-
ination and the results were as follows :

No. of Samples Grade 1 2 3 4

11 8 3 ==
Six ice lollies were also examined and gave satisfactory results.

In view of the large number of premises registered for the sale of Ice
cream it would be desirable if more samples could be taken. It is important
that it should be kept under satisfactory conditions before sale.

MEAT INSPECTION.—There are eight licensed slaughterhouses in the
district. The majority of these were out of commission for many years and
were only brought back into use in 1954, Prior to being licensed again
certain repairs and minor improvements had to be carried out. In general
the use of these small private slaughterhouses cannot be considered satis-
factory but there would appear at present to be no alternative. A summary
of the number of meat inspections carried out by the Public Health Inspect-
ors during the year and the results of these inspections is as follows :

Cartle Pigs Sheep Calves

502 13,350 2,890 4
The total weight of meat and offal condemned as unfit for human con-

sumption was as follows :
3 tons 4 cwts. 19 lbs.

Tuberculosis was the cause for condemning one whole carcase of one
beast, one pig and part of a carcase and organs of 26 beasts and 265 pigs.
Other Causes.—Whole carcase, 2 sheep: 3 mgs.

Five cases of cystercircus bovis were discovered and treated as necessary.
Once again a one hundred per cent. inspection of all animals slaughtered for
human consumption was carried out and when one considers the quantity of

discased meat and offal condemned during the course of a year, it will be
realised how essential this work is.
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WHOOPING COUGH.—Two cases of Whooping Cough were notified
compared with four in the previous year. One case was removed to hospital,

MEASLES.—499 cases of measles occurred compared with 241 in the
previous year. Four cases were removed to hospital. The greatest number
of notifications were received in February, the figures dropped in March and
were still lower in April, then showed a rise in May and following this
figures fell and by August the area was clear.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.—8 cases were notified. 7 cases occurred in
the previous year. Cases were spread throughout the months of the year.

PNEUMONIA.—43 cases were notified, one case was removed to

hospital and 17 deaths were attributed to this cause. In the previous year
there were 34 cases and 8 deaths.

INFLUENZA.—Although this is not a notifiable disease and so no
complete record of case numbers exists, an epidemic of large proportions
occurred in the area in the last quarter of the year. The approach of this
pandemic received much publicity and caused a certain amount of apprehen-
sion especially as it was known as an Asian type Influenza. The pattern of
the epidemic in the area was similar to that in other parts of the country.
School children were affected first and school registers reached a low ebb.
This was followed by the adult population being affected. The majority of
cases ran a mild course of 4 to 5 days but others were more seriously
affected and nine cases of Influenzal Pneumonia were notified. During this
same period a number of cases of Lobar Pneumonia also occurred. Four
deaths were attributed to Influenza which is the seme number as in the
previous year.

CEREBRO SPINAL FEVER.—Mo cases occurred.

ERYSIPELAS.—Three cases occurred. In the previous year ihere were
SIX cases.

DYSENTERY.—No cases occurred. There were 17 cases in the previous
year.

POLIOMYELITIS.—No cases occurred. There was one case in the
previous year.

VACCINATION AGAINST POLIOMYELITIS.—Vaccination against
Poliomyelitis was continued during the year. British vaccine was in short
supply so Salk vaccine was introduced. The following vaccinations were
carried out :

Under1 1 2 3 4 59 10-14  To:al
— = 1 30 59 576 191 857
The figures for the previous year were :
— f 3 11 63 — 83

The age range has been extended and now covers age groups from
6 months to 15 years. Expectant mothers are also included in lhcl vaceination
scheme. Very large numbers of vaccinations have been carried out this
vear and it is hoped that by July the majority of children f-:-rr whom requests
for vaccinations were received will have had their inoculations.
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DEATHS FROM SELECTED CAUSES

TasLE No. 2

Bronchitis

Year Preumonia
Non- Diseases of | and other

Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Cancer Heart and |Respiratory
Tuberculosis | Tuberculosis Blood Vessels| Diseases

No. Rate No. Rate |No. Rate| No. Rate Neo. Rate

1946 2 07 6 21 66 238 149 537 25 .90
1947 1 .03 7 24 |53 188| 173 614 | 24 8BS
1948 1 .03 9 31 |50 1.77| 166 587 | 35 1.23
1949 1. ..03 7 .24 61 2.16| 183 648 32 113
1950 — = 7 24 68 240| 204 7.21 33 1l.16
1951 1 .03 10 .35 54 190] 133 4.69 35 1.23
1952 —_  — A 53 1.87| 199 7.04 il 99
1953 1 .03 6 .21 58 203| 229 802 0 1.05
1954 —_ = 4 13 56 195 200 697 34 1.18
1955 —_ - =T [ 45 1.56| 193 6.70 p [ b )
1956 - i .10 62 2.15 194 6.73 26 .90
1957 —_ - 2 06 68 2.33 191  6.56 30 1.03

COMPARISON OF STILLBIRTHS, ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AND
MASCULINITY OF BIRTH

TaBLE No. 3
Stillbirths per 1,000 Illegitimate | Male births per

Year 5 L births per 1,000 1,000 live

Population | Total Births live Pbm his female births

of all ages | live and still
1946 54 29.29 62.37 1,004
1947 A3 12.98 65.72 1,022
1948 A6 13.63 49.40 1,000
1949 21 22.93 41.66 1,111
1950 A2 12.34 40.38 1,136
1951 56 25.04 60.53 1,096
1952 21 22.93 34.5¢ 1,333
1953 A7 31.29 35.00 1,285
1954 34 27.71 39.90 1,206
1955 38 26.63 4477 1,138
1956 24 16.00 40.09 972
1957 24 14.92 45.45 1,100




VITAL STATISTICS FOR 1957 AND PREVIOUS YEARS

TABLE No. 4
Deaths
Estimated S Under I year All ages

Year Population Rate per Rate per Rate per
No. 1,000 | No. 1,000 | No. 1,000
1946 27,740 497 17.91 14 28.16 345 12.43
1947 28,170 639 22.68 23 35.99 346 12.28
1948 28,240 506 17.91 15 29.64 | 335 11.86
1949 28,200 456 16.20 15 32.89 366 12.97
1950 28,290 421 14.88 15 35.62 381 13.46
1951 25,380 413 14.55 12 29.05 36l 12.72
1952 28,250 434 1536 | 10  23.04 | 334 11.82
1953 28,520 400 14.02 T 17.5 388 13.60
1954 28,670 426 14.85 10 23.47 349 12.10
1955 28,780 402 13.96 5 1243 | 329 11.43
1956 28,810 424 1471 g8 21201 346 12.00
1957 29,110 462 15.87 9 19.48 362 12.43

AGE INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES
(Other than Tuberculosis) 1957.

TasLE No. 5
(- g
| Il
Disease 1| 2| -3 4| -5[-10 |-15 .20 (-35|.45 |65 | 65-| o %g‘ L
TES|3
Scarlet Fever —|—=1—] 1l 2| S5|—|—|=|=|—|—| B8—|—
Pneumonia 41 3| —| 4| —| 5| 1| 3| 5| 411} 3| 43| 1] 17
Measles 15(31149] 57| 85255 3 | 1| 2| 1 |—|—|499| 4| —
Whooping Cough | —|—| —{—|—| 2|— |—|—|—|—]|—| 2] 1 |—
Erysipelas — ==l == == |—|—] 1| 2|=—| 3|—|—
Puerperal Pyrexia —_ |- =] =] =] —j—=11} 6| 1|—|—] B|—|—
Diphtheria .. e e L Ll et e el et L e e R
Dysentery .. — | === =| === 1|=|=|=] 1]|=—
Food Poisoning e P e e e e e e s e v e s
Cerebro-spinal
Fever el e = = = e = = == = =
Poliomyelitis " A AR RER] D [ [ER SRR NS (R TN A el R 8
Ophthalmia
Neonatorum .. | —|—|—|—|—|— |— |—|—|—|—|—|—|— | —
ToraL .. 19134 |49| 62| 87267 | 4 | 5|14 T (13| 3|564]| 6| 17
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MONTHLY INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIABLE DISEASES
(Other than Tuberculosis) 1957.
TABLE No. 6
k= [
Disease 5‘ g "E‘ o = e E 'E Ei TE E 2
HHEREEEREERINIE:
Scarlet Fever .. .. | —] 1|— —|—| 3| —]| 1|4 1] 1 8
Pneumonia 6l 21 32| A Fom 2| 417 2] 3 fEi
Measles 2 15| 206| 99 | 33| 99| 39| 8| —| —| — —| — |499
Whooping Cough | | (= e =l RS 2
Erysipelas —| 1| L|— —] 1} —] —| =] — —|— 3
Puerperal Pyrexia | 1| 21— —| 1} = 1| —| I} 1| — 8
Diphtheria s — il = ==l = — ] =)= = = =
Dysentery S [ P i e g S e e ) i B e 1
Food Poisoning — | — = =] =] = =] < — | ==
Cerebro-spinal Fever 00| O TR ) B SR S () (SR R [ R
Poliomyelitis | =l =] =] = =] =] 4 —| =] =
Ophthalmia Neonatorum — === === ==l == | —
iy o o R 23| 211106 35| 100| 46| 12| 4| 5| 14 4| 4 |564
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NEW CASES OF, AND DEATHS FROM, TUBERCULOSIS, 1957

TasLE No. 8§
New Cases Deaths
Age Non- Non-

Periods Respiratory respiratory Respiratory respiratory

Fe- Fe- Fe- Fe-

Male | male | Male | male | Male | male | Male | male

S 223 XL = — Sk =] e ==
T 1 = % s . i il " s
—15 — 3 1 = - — — o
—25 —- 5 = 1 — - — -
—335 — —_ — | — — | . =
—45 — | =1 -=-1=1=|=1=1-
= 1 — - —_ — = ¥ i
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TasLE No. 10.

Prescribed particulars on the administration of the Factories Act, 1937 and 1948
for the year 1957.

PART I. OF THE ACT
1.—INSPECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections

made by Sanitary Inspectors).

Number Number of
Premises on ; ;
. Written | Occupiers
Register | Inspections notices |prosecuted
(i) Factories in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4
and 6 are to be enforced bjr Lﬂcﬂ]
Authorities 21 1 e s
(ii) Factories not mr:luded in (i) in wh:-::h
Section 7 is enforced by the Local
Authority o . B 182 19 2 —
(iii)) Other Premises in which Sectmn 7is
enforced by the Local Authority (ex-
cluding out-workers’ premises) 11 2 = —=
ToTaL 214 2 2 —

2 —Cases in which DEFECTS were found.

No. of cases in which defects were found

Particulars

Feaund

Remedied

ToH.M.
[nspector

Rr:h rrredd

By HM.
Inspector

—

Na, -ﬂf
cases in
which

prosecu
rions were
instituiea

Want cf cleanliness (5.1) ..
Overcrowding (5.2)
Unreasonable temperature (S. 3}
Inadequate ventilation (S.4) ..
ineffective drainage of floors (5.6)
Sanitarv Conveniences (5.7)
{a) Insuilicient 2
{b) Unsuitable cr dl:fc"uvc o
(¢c) Not separate for sexes
Other offences apgainst the Act
(not including ofiences relating
to Outwork)

B8]

ToTaL

30















ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1957.

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of Wellingborough :
MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting for your information and consideration my
Eleventh Annual Report for the year 1957.

In the section on Housing, special reference is made to the Rent Act,
1957, which came into force on 6th July. Whether this Act will achieve its
main objective from the local authority’s point of view, i.e. the securing of
the proper repair of rented accommodation, is a matter for some speculation.
It depends largely on a considerable part of the rent increase being absorbed
in initial repairs and regular maintenance. During the short period it has been
in operation it has become clear, that many tenants of controlled houses have
either not taken advantage of the provisions for obtaining certificates of
disrepair or have inadequately listed the items of disrepair needing attention.
It may well be that the greater use will have to be made of the powers con-
tained in the Housing Act, 1955.

Atmospheric pollution again takes a prominent place in the text, which
indicates the attention being given to this subject. The full impact of the
Clean Air Act, 1956, has not yet been felt as only certain provisions were in
force during the year. It is noteworthy thai this is the first measure which
has brought domesiic smoke under legislative control. The value of this will
be understood when it is realized that nearly one half of the total quantity of
smoke from all sources in Great Britain is emitted from domestic chimneys—
about one million tons annually.

Under Milk and Dairies, the declaration of a “specified area™ in relation
to the sale by retail of milk is a step forward towards securing the consump-
tion of ‘safe’ milk.The Order however has not materially affected the position
in the urban district, as for some years nearly all the milk consumed has
either been pasteurised, sterilized or tuberculin tested.

With regard to meat inspection, it will be noted that once again
inspection was carried out of all animals slaughtered for food locally. This
work which must be regarded as of top priority has now reached considerable
proportions and occupies rather more than ten per cent of your inspectors’
time. Its importance however cannot be overestimated, in considering the
safeguard it provides against the probable consumpton of diseased or other-
wise unfit meat.

The proposed regulations controlling the construction, layout and equip-
ment of slaughterhouses, are intended to secure, within a reasonable time, a
sufficient number of satisfactory slaughterhouses for each district, at the
same time giving the private butcher an opportunity, for a limited period, of
providing his own premises. The regulations, which set a reasonably high
standard, will however materially affect most of the existing slaughterhouses
in the urban district which are old and rather out of date.

The year under review was on the whole a busy one. At the same time, it
is a matter of some concern and regret that the amount of inspection and
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survey work carried out was not as much as one would have wished. While
every endeavour is made to deal with the work on a basis of priorities, the
daily administration of the department often limits the carrying out of much
needed routine inspections, especially is this so in regard to food hygiene
where there is scope for considerable activity.

1 again tender my thanks to Mr. Hopkins, my additional inspector for
his loyal assistance throughout the year, and to the other chief officers and
their staffs for help and advice on all possible occasions.

In conclusion [ should like to record my appreciation of the continued
consideration and support given me by the Chairman and Members of the
Health Committee during the year.

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Yours obediently,
ALEC J. STROUD, F.A.P.H.L, M.R.S.H.
Chief Public Health Inspector,
Council Offices,
Swanspool,

Wellingborough.
July, 195%
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() Other Visits ;

Pet Animals Act -
Rag Flock and Other Flllmg Malenals Act

Rodent Infestation Control (including visits b;f rcudem'.

operative

Shops Act- Closing Hnurs Sunt.‘laj.ur Tradmg, Emplnymanl‘.

of Young Persons, etc.
Muisances—Unclassified
Petroleum Acts ik
Theatre and Clnemamgraph Act_s
Interviews a i
(g) Miscellaneous Visits

Total Visits and Inspections

TasLE C.

IMPROVEMENTS MADE AND DEFECTS REMEDIED

FOLLOWING SERVICE OF NOTICE

General :

Roofs repaired or renewed .

Chimney Stacks repaired or rehullt

Walls (External) repaired or rebuilt

Walls (External) repointed, rendered, etc.

E.G.'s and R'W.P.’s cleansed, repaired or renewed

Yards paved or repaired

Walls (Internal) repaired

Ceilings repaired or renewed

Floors repaired or renewed :

Windows, etc., repaired or renewed

Firegrates and stoves repaired or renewed

Sinks provided or renewed ..

Dampness remedied ;

Boundary Walls repaired or rebmll

Doors, etc., repaired or renewed

Washing facilities provided to food prcmltea

Food preparing premises cleansed or repaired

Food stores provided or improved
Drainage :

Drains constructed or re-constructed

Drains repaired :

Inspection chambers prm ided or rcrmrcd

Gullies provided or renewed

Obstructed Drains cleared

0Old drains abolished

Sanitary Conveniences :
Conveniences repaired. reconstructed or improved
Light and ventilation improved 4
Sanitary conveniences cleansed or |l"l11':"-l-'1f.|“'l."d

Water Supplies : _
Internal mains supnly provided

Miscellaneous :
Accumulations removed

a8

1,524

39
17
25
12
125

260
4,391

—_

—
B B et b Pl i e T B L e b = TR L B WD

—— b b L =]

= e

(¥






(b) No payments were made under Section 60 of the Housing Act, 1957
in respect of well maintained property.

Rent Act, 1957 :

This Act which came into operation on 6th July, 1957, provides for the
decontrol of certain categories of dwelling house, and fixes new rent limits
for houses remaining in control. It also provides, that if a house is in a state
of disrepair, the tenant may apply to the local authority for a certificate of
disrepair, and where a certificate is granted, the rent limit is subject to
reduction.

By the end of the year apnlications for certificates of disrepair were
received and dealt with as follows : —

Applications for certificates received .. i 25 T 31
Decisions to issue certificates .. i e T 24
(a) in respect of some but not all dcl’ects ot £ o 16

(b) in respect of all defects

Decisions not to issue certificates

Applications outstanding (31.12.57)

Undertakings given by landlords to remedy dl:fects
(a) Undertakings Accepted 7! e
(b) Undertakines Refused

Certificates of Disrepair issved

| | canal oo

Rehousing :

During the vear 37 families (109 persons) displaced from clearance
areas, and houses subject to demolition and closing orders were rehoused by
the Housing Committee. They were : —

Wellingborough 29 families — 83 persons
Finedon 8 families — 26 nersons

HouUsING STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 1957,

Clearance Areas and Individual Unfir Houses

(i) Houses inspected for housing defects i i o 300
MNumber of inspections made .. a3 5 b o 475

(i1} Clearance Areas :
Number of houses demolished o af Ch i 21
Number of persons displaced - e i) 5 116
Number of families displaced ] - A iy 45

(ii1) Remedy of Defects :

Unfit houses rendered fit and houses in which defects
were remedied 25 a result of informal action under the
Housing or Public Health Acts. .. e £ i 16

(ivl Proceedings under Public Health Act, 1936

{a) Houses in respect of which formal notices were served
requiring defects to be remedied e : i —

fh) Houses in which defects were remedied aftcr service
of formal notices—

(i) by owners o s s e N —
(ii) by local authority in default of owners .. —
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(v) Proceedings under Housing Act, 1957

(a) Section 9.
(i) Houses in respect of which notices were served
requiring repairs . b x5 6
(ii) Houses rendered fit after service Df nm:cu—
(a) by owners
(b) by local authﬂntji' in default uf DWIIEI‘S

(b) Sections 16 and 17
Houses in respect of which Demolition Orders were made
Houses Demolished & =
Houses in respect of which closing l‘.}rders were made i
Parts of buildings closed (Section 18) s o i
Number of persons displaced o 91 T o
MNumber of families displaced . 4 B3

L=l

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
This subject was again given considerable attention by the Health
Committee, especially with rezard to pollution by dust and grit from the Iron
Works. Emission from this source, as shown by the deposit gauges, was
approximately the same as last year.

The general trend over the last five vears as seen from the following
figures shows very much improvement as the result of measures adopted by
the company in recent yvears, and it is hoped that this improvement will be
maintained.

Mean Monthly Deposiis in tons/sq. mile
(Finedon Road and Hillside Road Gauges Combined)

1953 1954 1955 1956 1957
s 65 39 21 22

There were however a number of heavy emissions, during the year, due
to furnace slips and other abnormal factors at the works, and as it is
necessary to take these into account in order to properly assess the position,
notification of such occurences is given by the company to the council. Four-
teen slips were notified during the year. Consultation was had with the
company's manager on several occasions in order to keep informed of the
position.

Two lead peroxide instruments, for estimating the relative concentration
of sulphur dioxide were maintained on the same sites, i.e. Broad Green and
St. Andrews Crescent. The results, while showing the usual seasonal increases
during the winter months, due largely to smoke from domestic sources and
arising from the burning of bitumgnéous coal, are however typical for the
average town with light industry. Compared with figures for larger towns in
built-up areas, which may vary from 2 to 4 mg/100 sq. cms/day, the results
may be considered fairly satisfactory.

Copies of the monthly analytical reports were sent to the Fuel Research
Station for inclusion in the national records.

The Council were again represented on the Standing Conference of local
authorities and other bodies participating in the investigation of atmospheric
pollution by the Chairman of the Health Committee and the Chief Public
Health Inspector. Two meetings were attended.
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Certain provisions of the Clean Air Act, 1956 came into force at the
beginning of the year, including those dealing with the installation of new
furnaces, height of chimneys, smoke control areas, and building byelaws.
Action taken by the Council included the adoption of a byelaw requiring that
in new buildings only appliances for heating and cooking as are designed for
burning gas, electricity or other approved smokeless fuels may be installed.
This measure, will greatly assist in the creation of smokeless conditions in
areasof new residential developments, as soon as adequate supplies of solid
smokeless fuel are available.

Deposited Matter (tons per square mile per month)

January — December, 1957.
TasLe D.
Month Hillside Finedon Road | Highfield | Council
Road (Cooling Tower)| Hospital Depor
January 25.82 46.93 8.66 11.€0
February 13.15 31.50 7.72 8.80
March 13.91 16.43 7.10 9,52
April 37.62 23.04 10.43 13.02
May 21.19 12.72 9.76 12.20
June 24.55 18.68 10.43 13.93
July 14.54 30.61 7.58 9.58
August 13.92 22.54 7.98 9.06
September 14.82 77.44 10.78 14.65
October 12.18 17.00 6.75 6.73
November 8.06 11.18 6.37 7.57
December 10.09 13.18 8.04 10.17
Average per month 17.49 26.77 8.47 10.57
Metecrological Data
Table showing monthly rainfall and wind directions
TaeLE E.
Rainfall Recorded wind directions shown in percentages
(Highfield
Aeons 4| <1 ol | 'y |NE| E | sE| 8 S| W, [NW.
Tan. 1.05 64 | 49 1.7 491197 1393 | 9.8 i3
Feb. 1.80 14| — 37| 931241333 |148 | 74
March 1.82 83| 33| 84 | 10.00 ] 200 | 350 |11.7 | 3.3
April 025 |428|143| 71| — 541232 ]| 36 | 36
May 1.54 224 | 276 | 35| 86| 335|155 8.6 (103
June 2.10 310 | 190 ] 351 34| 86| 104 | 138 [103
July 275 10.2 | 152 | 3.4 1.7 169 | 30.5 | 153 | 6.8
Aug. 2.32 140|123 | 53105 105 | 141 {175 (158
Sept. 4.02 125 | 89 1.8 | 7.1 54268 |214 |16.1
Oct. 1.67 69| 34| 351721172328 |121 6.9
MNov. 1.55 216|118 59| 98| 98274 | 59 | 78
Dec. 2.43 — |157| 20| 98| 196|294 |137 | 98

-
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TabLE G.

No. of No. of Samples
Class of Milk Samples Tests
Tested Passed Failed
Pasteurised 2 Hitcapl e 2 &
Methylene Blue 2 =
Sterilised 1 Turbidity 1 —
Tuberculin Tested 34 Methylene Blue 25 9
Raw Undesignated 4 Methylene Blue 23 11

ICE CREAM :

The number of ice-cream premises registered under S.16 of the Food and
Drugs Act, 1955, at 31st December was : —

(a)
(b) For Storage and Sale only

For Manufacture, Storage and Sale .. i 3
115

Sampling.

Seventeen samples of ice-cream and water ices were tested by the Public
Health Laboratory Service. The results are shown in Table H

TasLE H.
Laboratory Repori

Class of Mix| Type of Samplé No. of Samples| —Gd.| Gd. | Gd.1 Gd.
I. 11. I11. Iv.
Pasteurised Pre-wrapped 9 6 3 — —
Pasteurised Unwrapped 1 - — =
Cold Mix Pre-wrapped — —_ = = =
Cold Mix Unwrapped 1 1 - — —
TOTALS 11 8 i r— =

: Satisfactory. B. Coli absent

foe Colice kieatcs oce) : in 1/10 ml., 1 mL. and 10 ml.

These results are very satisfactory and compare favourably with those of
previous yvears. A high percentage of the ice-cream sold by retail is now pre-
wrapped, and of proprietary brands manufactured by a few large firms.

a6



i

SLAUGHTERHOUSES :

Licences were renewed in respect of the eight private slaughterhouses.
Six were regularly used throughout the year.

The total number of animals slaughtered was 16,746, an increase of 5%
over 1956 and 17% over 1955. This number includes, 12,127 pigs slaughtered
at the local pie and sausage factory.

Draft regulations, prescribing recommended minimum standards of con-
struction, layout and equipment of slaughterhouses, for the purpose of
securing hygienic conditions and humane slaughter were pubilshed during the
year by the Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food. Early publication
was in order to assist local authorities and private traders in their con-
sideration of plans for new slaughterhouses and the improvement of existing
ones. Consultation was had with representatives of the local meat traders, on
the effect of the new proposals, and the application of the standards to the
existing slaughterhouses.

MEAT INSPECTION :

All animals slaughtered for human consumption were subjected to
routine post-mortem inspection, 1,079 visits being made for the purpose.
Particulars of the meat and offal condemned are given in Tables I, J and K.

The incidence of tuberculosis in adult cattle was 549 and in pigs

2.0%, slightly less in each case than last yvear. These figures may be considered
satisfactory.

Owing to the continued irregularity in the times of slaughter, much of
the meat inspection had again fo be undertaken in the evenings, and at week-

ends, 777 visits being made outside normal office hours, including visits on 39
Sundays.

The number of cases of cysticercus bovis detected in beef carcases was
five, the same as last year. The carcases and offal of three of the cases, where
the cysts were viable, were dealt with by cold storage treatment in accordance
with recommended practice.

On the whole the quality of the meat of animals slaughtered in the
district was high.
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMAILS ACTS, 1933 to 1954 :

These Acts provide for the humane slaughter of animals in slaughter-
houses, and for the annual licensing by the local authority of slaughtermen.

The number of licences granted during the year was 34,
All animals at the time of slaughter, are instantaneously stunned by the
use of mechanically operated instruments. These include the captive bolt

pistol for cattle, sheep and pigs. The majority of pigs are however stunned by
the use of electrical apparatus.
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TasLE [

CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

IN WHOLE OR IN PART

Cattle

excluding Cows

Bulls . Steers

Heifers

Cows Calves

| Sheep |

and Pigs
Lambs

Total

Number killed

.

278

213

11

2,890 | 13,350 16,746

Number inspected

278

213

2,890 | 13,350

; 16,746

All diseases except
Tuberculosis and
Cysticerci

Whole carcases
condemned

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned . .

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with dis-
ease other than
tuberculosis and
cysticerci

.l
|

29

10.4

20

9.4

|
| |
| | 1
|
1

b
i

4| 438 |

0.2 3.3 |

493

Tuberculosis only

Whaole carcases
condemned ok

Carcases of which
Some part or organ
was condemned . .

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
tuberculosis

17

8.5

e = o

!
—I 265 |

b2

291

1.7

Cysticercosis

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned . .

Carcases submitted
to treatment by
refrigeration

Generalized and
totally condemned

e m— m—

|
e .I 2-[}
|
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955 :

(a)

(b)

(c)

Food Unfit for Human Consumption.

The quantity of tinned and other foods rejected as unfit for
human consumption is given in Table L. Eighty-six visits were made
to shops and other premises for the purpose, and 183 certificates of
condemnation were issued.

The following cases were investigated following complaint by
purchasers of food : —

(iy Pork Pie — infecied by mould.

(i) Fruit Loaf — containing a metal screw.

(iii) Tinned Peas — containing a snail.

In the first case, the article was formally condemined under
Section 9 of the Act. The cases were considered by the Health
Committee, and writien warnings were given io two of the vendors.
In the third case a satisfactory explanztion of the occurence was
given.

Compositional quality of Food and Drugs.

The County Council is the Food and Drugs Authority for the
Urban District and is responsible for the operation oi these pro-
visions. No special circumstances arose during the year where it was
found necessary to exercise the council’s permissive powers under
the Act to take samples for compositional analysis.

The following extract from the report of the chief {ood and drugs
inspector (A. E. Waller, Esq.,) giving particulars of samples procured in the
urban district has been supplied by the county council..

“Miik i 80 Brougit forward 103
Condensed Milk 1 Jam o+
Ice-Cream 2 Sweels 1
Butter 2 Lard = e o 2
Margarine I Roasted Chicory and Figs .. 1
Cream : 1 Vinegar ’ P < 1
Cream Cheese | Wines and Spirits 6
Bread and Butter 1 Soft Drinks 1
Bun and Butter 1 Baking Powder 1
Sausages “ Curry Powder 1
Meat Products 3 Ground Almonds 1
Fish Products (§] Medicines 3

Carried forward 103 ToTAL 123

Remarks :

One sample of milk had a fat content slightly below
presumptive standard but follow-up samples confirmed
that it was genuine milk as produced by the cows. The milk
improved naturally after the spring flush of milk subsided.
All the remaining milks and all the miscellaneous samples
were satisfactory in every way.”

{d) Preserved Foods.

The number of premises registered under Section 16 for the
preparation of sausages, preserved food, etc., is 38.
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FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS, 1955 :

On the whole a further steady improvement in the standard of hygiene in

food premises has been noted, especially in the large establishments, and
there have been a number of cases where voluntary improvemenis have been

carried out both to premises and equipment, to this end.

On general survey however, the position in the urban district 1s not one
for complacency. Much needs to be done, and many shopkeepers and
occupiers of food premises need to realize that the standards now required
by regulation are higher than those which have hitherto obtained.

It is again regretted that more attention to this branch of food ad-
ministration, which involves much inspection and advisory work has not been
possible in view of the many other commitments of the department.

Contraventions .

{a) During the year seven written warning were given for offences
relating to smoking in food premises and while handling open food
on market stalls. Legal proceedings were instituted against two
persons to whom previous warnings for similar offences had been

given, Viz.
(i) A Restaurant Chef :— for cigarette smoking while prepar-
ing food—fined £2.
(ii) A Stall Holder :— for cigarette smoking while handling
fruit and vegetables—fined £1.

(b) Seven written warnings were also given to stall holders for
offences relating to the protection of food stuffs and the display of
names and addresses.

PARTICULARS OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS EXAMINED
AND REJECTED AS UNFIT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION
TasLE L.

Commaodity Wfi:im Commodity "Ef_m
Tinned Goods : General Items :
Fish 11 Bacon 33
Fruit 321 Bath Chaps 3
Ham 92 Cheese 18
Jams and Preserves 8 Coffee 1
Meat (various) 862 Crabs 47
Soups 4 Fish (Cured) 140
Vegetables 27 Fish (Wet) 221
Fruit (Bottled) 1
Jams and Preserves 6
Meat (Chilled) 673
Pickles 1
Sandwich Pastes 1
Vinegar 1
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE

Dp:ing the year 256 visits were made in connection with the inspection
supervision and testing of new and existing drainage. 43 cases of obstructed
sewers and drains were dealt with.

_Rbchargeahle works relating to the repair and maintenance of sewers
serving more than one property were carried out in one case—affecting two
properties.

Cesspools, erc.

Cesspools and septic tanks were emptied on request on 55 occasions
under standing arrangements with Rushden U.D.C., the work being carried
out on a rechargeable basis.

The charges and total cost for the year were as follows :
Nest Lane — $ndard Charge (17/6d.)
Other Property — At Cost (19/- per hour)

TaBLE M.
% Cost
Number Emptied Hiring Charges Recharged borne by
Council
MNest Lane i e £98 16s. 3d. | £46 7Ts. 6d. 53%
Other Property .. 10 £29 18s. 6d. | £27 11s. 3d. 1.5%
ToraL .. 62 |£128 14s. 9d. | £73 18s. 9d. 42%

MOVEABLE DWELLINGS

Three licences were granted under Section 269 of the Public Health Act,
1936, authorising the stationing and use of four caravans on three small

private sites.

There are six small sites which are occupied each year by travelling
showmen, as winter quarters, from October to March. While these are not
subject to licensing coatrol under the Public Health Act, frequent inspections
are made to ensure the maintenance of satisfactory conditions.

informal action was taken on three occasions during the vear in respect
of the siting and occupation of caravans without licences for longer than the
statutory period.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND DISINFECTION
Twelve visits were made in connection with the investigation of cases
of infectious diseases notified to the Medical Officer of Health.

No. of houses or parts of houses disinfected

(a) following infectious disease .. s % W 19
(b) on special request (other causes) o s e 1
MNo. of articles disinfected .. i s s S 108
Mo. of articles destroyed .. i cn o o 33

Where necessary the steam disinfection of articles of bedding and
clothing were dealt with by Rushden U.D.C. under standing arrangements.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951

Premises registered for the use of filling materials .. s Nil
Premises licensed for (a) Manufacture of rag flock .. . Nil
(b) Storage only b g = 1

Standards for cleanliness of filling materials are prescribed by regulation.
No samples however, were taken for testing during the year.
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PET ANIMALS ACT, 1951
Four licenses for the keeping of pet shops were granted during the year.
Conditions were found to be sausfactory.

FACTORIES ACT, 1937 £
The total number of registered factories and other premises in the Urban
District at the end of the year was 214, an increase of eight during the year.

They were : —
Factories with mechanical power ™y T 182
Factories without mechanical power .. i 21
Other registrable works .. 3 11

Twenty-two inspections were made durmg th¢ year and two writien
notices served requiring the remedy of defects relating to sanitary con-
veniences. One notification of defects was referred by the factory inspector.

Homework.

Half-vearly lists were received from 32 employers and 2 other authorities
notifying the employment of 360 outworkers on specified classes of work in
the urban district (August List). Particulars relating to 138 outworkers were
also notified to 11 other local authorities.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949
Rodent Control.

The following data shows the extent of the work carried out under this
section. The total number of surface infestations found showed a slight
increase over last year, although the number of major cases dealt with was
only four—the lowest recorded figure.Regular checks were made of potential
sources of infestation and both of the Council’s refuse tips have been kept
under surveillance and relatively clear.

Two comprehensive treatments of the sewerage systems were carried out
in accordance with the Ministry’s requirements, in addition to special treat-
ment of certain small areas where infestation was found to persist. The
adoption of a system of extended baiting has undoubtedly resulted in a
better accessment of the position as a whole.

There was no change in the number and value of servicing agreements
during the vear. In addition to these, several firms in the urban district
employ the services of private disinfestation firms.

The services of the rodent operative were again made available to Raunds
and Irthlingborough.

(a) Surface Infestations.

(a) Properties Inspected :

(i) As a result of notification

(ii) Routine Visit or Survey - Lo i 210
298
{(b) No. of Infestations found :
(i) Rats—Major. .. s i 4 s 4
(ii) Rats—Minor 4 = £ i 102
(iii) Mice only s e s e = 34
— 140
{c) No. of Infested Properties treated by Local Authority :
(i) Private Dwellings i 121
(ii) Business and Industrial FTemlses [mcludlng
those under servicing agreements) i 33
(iii) Agricultural Properties a5 s o —_
(iv) Local Authority Properties . 2 14
_ 168
(d) Total visits made by Rodent Operative : .. o . 1,384
33


















