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SECTION A.
NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS,

Area.—The area of the district is 8,738 acres.

Population—The Registrar-General has estimated the resident
population for the mid-year 1947 to have been 28,170. The natural
increase in population, the excess of births over deaths, amounted to 293.

Deaths—The total number of deaths assigned to the district after
adjustment for inward and outward transferable deaths by the Registrar-
General, was 346. The recorded death rate based on the estimated
population was 12°28 and the rate for the country as a whole was 12-00.
A list of the causes of death classified according to the International List of
Causes of Death, 1938 is given in Table No. 1 page 12, whilst the history
of some of the principle causes of death is shown in Table No. 2 page 13,

Cancer accounted for 159, diseases of the chest for 7%, and diseases of
the circulatory system for 509 of the total deaths.

Births—The number of live births assigned to the district was 639
giving a rate of 22'68 which is an increased rate over last vear of 4'77.
The rate for the country as a whole was 20-5.

Stillbirths—The number of stillbirths registered was 15, two being

illegitimate. The rate per thousand of the population was *53, the rate
for England and Wales was -50.

Illegitimate Births—42 illegitimate births (26 male and 16 female)
were assigned to the town. This is equivalent to a rate of 65-78 an in-
crease of 3-35 over last year when the Illegitimate birth rate was 62-37.

Maternal Mortality—Three deaths were ascribed to puerperal causes
or other conditions associated with child birth. This gives a rate of
4-58 per 1,000 total births.

Infant Mortality—The number of infants who died before attaining
their first birthday was 23 giving a rate of 35°99 as against the rate for
England and Wales of 41. Last year Wellingborough rate was 2816 and
that for England and Wales was 43. Though the rate for the County has
fallen by 1:79 Wellingborough's rate has risen by 7'81.

Neonatal Mortality—This sub-division of the Infant Mortality Rate
includes all infants who die within 28 days of independent existence.
18 of the 23 babies who died in their first year of life were neo-natal
deaths. The rate per 1,000 live births is 28:16 and last year the rate was
16:09. Last year there were 5 deaths which came under the Heading of
Diseases of Early Infancy and this year there are 15.

The causes of death of children under one year is given in Table
No. 14 page 22.
SECTION B.
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES.
Laboratory Services—The laboratory work associated with the
diagnosis and control of infectious diseases is carried out at the Emergency

Public Health Laboratory, at Northampton General Hospital,
Northampton.
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Diphtheria Antitoxin—A supply of antitoxin continues to be main-
tained at the Public Health Offices, Swanspool and at the Isolation
Hospital, Wellingborough, and is available free of charge to medical
practitioners for use in the town.

Ambulance Services—This is provided by S, John’s Ambulance
Brigade. There are two divisions, one in Wellingborough with three
ambulances and one in Finedon with one ambulance. They serve both
the Urban and Rural Districts of Wellingborough. The ambulances
made 598 journeys during the year and the approximate mileage covered
was 13,457.

Infectious disease cases are removed by the Ambulance of the Joint
Isolation Hospital Wellingborough.

Nursing in the Home—The Wellingborough Nursing Association
which is affiliated to the Northants Nursing Association, employs in
Wellingborough two nurses for general nursing and four for midwifery.
258 general cases were attended. The total number of confinements
attended by the nurses as midwives was 76 and as maternity nurses 225.
- The total number of visits during 1947 was 11,650.

In Finedon there are two district nurse midwives and they attended
138 general cases, 14 cases as midwives, 34 cases as maternity nurses and
the total number of visits paid by them was 4,819,

Treatment Centres and Clinies—The following clinics, staffed by the
County Council Health Department, are held at Rock Street :—

Child Welfare—Tuesday afternoon.

Ante-natal—First Thursday morning of each month, Post natal—
Thursday afternoon.

Sunlight—Friday afternoon.

Tuberculosis—Monday and Wednesday mornings.

Diphtheria Immunisation—First Saturday morning of each month.

Ear, Nose and Throat—Fourth Friday morning of every month.

A child welfare clinic is held in Finedon on the fourth Thursday of
each month.

The Minor Ailments Clinic is held at Park Street School on Tuesday

and Thursday mornings and at Croyland Road School on the Wednesday
afternoon.

The Manfield Orthopaedic Clinic, which acts as a local out-patient
department of the Manfield Orthopaedic Hospital, Northampton, holds
its clinic at Rock Street every Wednesday afternoon.

Isolation Hospital Accommodation—The Eastern Northants Joint
Hospital Board maintain the Isolation Hospital at Finedon Road,
Wellingborough. Dr. James Arthur is the Medical Superintendent.
Five patients were admitted during the year from Wellingborough,

The precept levied by the Joint Hospital Board was £1,028 for 1947,

The Wellinghorough Hospital—This hospital is maintained by vol-
untary subscriptions. The number of patients admitted during the year
was 304, which includes 101 children and 51 private patients. Out-
patients’ daily dressings amounted to 939. Minor operations and casualties
206. X-Ray patients numbered 850 ; 2,106 Massage treatments were
given, 2,780 Electrical treatments, and 364 Ultra-violet ray treatments,

Park Hospital —This hospital is administered by the Public Assistance
Committee of the County Council.
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SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT,

Water Supply—There are no changes in the sources of supply or the
methods of treatment which were described in detail last vear.

During the year several water samples were taken and all were
satisfactory. The water supply is partly softened, the Finedon supply is
reduced by 31 degrees of hardness and the Wellingborough supply by
26 degrees of hardness (one degree of hardness is equivalent to one part of
calcium-carbonate per 100,000 of water). The total Hardness of the
Finedon and Wellingborough supply is 27 and 28 respectively, and is
therefore classified as hard water.

The average rainfall in inches for the year at the Council’s 4 recording
stations is 19-44 in. which 1s 4°84 in. below the average.

The number of gallons consumed during the vear was 260,562,109
which gave a daily average of 713,869 gallons. The daily consumption
per head of the population for domestic, trade and municipal purposes
was 25°14 gallons.

There is no action on the lead pipes.

In the Wellingborough Urban District 7,623 houses have a piped
supply’of water, the occupants of 496 houses are dependent on standpipes
and 58 houses are without the town's supply.

Sewage Disposal, Drainage and Sewerage— The sewage from Finedon
is treated by Broad Irrigation and the result of the Sewage effluent has
not been satisfactory. Further samples will have to be taken and prelim-
inary investigations carried out. If the results are unsatisfactory then
the question of carrying out improvements, or building a new sewage
disposal plant or piping the sewage to the Wellingborough Sewage Farm
will have to be considered. At Wellingborough the sewage is treated by
Broad Irrigation and for this one acre is usually allowed per 100 of pop-
ulation. The acreage at the Sewage Farm is 372 acres. The result of
the final effluent from the Wellingborough Sewage Works is satisfactory
at present. With the steady increase in the population and the number
of houses being erected the question of sewage disposal will have to be
considered in the future.

Closet Accommodation—All the houses are on the water carriage
system with the exception of a few outlying farms.

Diginfeetion—Concurrent and terminal disinfection associated with
infectious diseases were carried out by liquid and gaseous disinfectants,
Steam disinfection was carried out on bedding, etc., as the occasion de-
manded, at the Fever Hospital's disinfection plant.

Eradication of Bed Bugs—Two houses were found to be infested with
Bed Bugs and were suitably treated.

Swimming Baths—(a) Public—the only swimming place in the area
is the Bathing Place in the River Nene which has been satisfactorily
maintained.

() Private—there is a swimming pool in the grounds of the Welling-
borough School which is equipped with a filtering and a chlorinating
I:]:]I'It.
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Moveable Dwellings, Public Health Act, 1936 8.269—No licences
were granted during the year.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, Infestation Order, 1943 —
During the year the Council appointed a full time Rodent Operator and
partook in .the schemes of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
relating to rodent control in sewers and in surface properties. During
the year an initial treatment of the whole of the sewers in Wellingborough
and Finedon was carried out.

Public Cleansing—The number of loads taken to the Sidegate Lane
Tip Wellingborough was 7,600 approx. Controlled tipping is carried out.
5 wehicles are used in the collection of the refuse.

Further details of the sanitary inspections are given in the statistical
section. Tables No. 6—9, pages 15—17.

SECTION D.
HOUSING

The housing problem in the town remains acute. The number of
“live” applications for Council houses amounted to 1,358.

Building was commenced during the year on 145 houses of which
2 were temporary prefabricated and 25 were by Private Enterprise. 95
houses were completed (58 permanent, 9 temporary prefabricated and 28
private enterprise). Some of these 95 houses had commenced prior
to 1947. The total number of houses under construction at 31st
December 1947, was 215, of which 23 were being erected privately.

Since the end of the war up to 31st December, 1947, the Council has
completed 153 houses (58 Permanent 95 temporary prefabricated) and
Private Enterprise has finished 67 houses.

SECTION E.
INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk Supply—Samples of Milk taken during the course of delivery
have been submitted at regular intervals to the County Laboratory for
examination as to cleanliness and keeping quality. The samples were
submitted to the standardised Methylene Blue Test. The number of
samples so submitted and the classification of the results were :—

Classification. No.
Good o 4y a7 1 Eaek
Moderate .. - e
Bad i £24 P

202

Further details of the results of the tests are given in Table No. 9,
page 17.

Ice Cream—>Strict control on the sale of Ice Cream was kept during
the year. 17 samples were taken for bacteriological examination, 7
were good and 10 were bad. Advice was given in appropriate cases.

Food Premises—These were inspected periodically during the year.
9



Food Inspection—Details of the unfit food voluntarily surrendered
are given in Table No. 8, page 16. There were no seizures of unfit food
during the year.

Meat Inspection.—The Livestock (Restriction on Slaughtering)
Order, 1940, made by the Ministry of Food, came into force in January
of that year. Under this Order slaughtering has been centralised at
selected slaughterhouses. The meat supply for Wellingborough is
obtained from a slaughterhouse in Rushden where the Inspector of the
Urban District of Rushden carries out the work of inspection.

SECTION F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

Smallpox—No cases were notified.

Scarlet Fever—There were 19 cases during the year as against 34
cases the previous year. 4 cases were removed to hospital.

Diphtheria—No cases were notified.
Diphtheria Prophylaxis—The following table gives details of the

progress of immunisation amongst the child population as at 31st December
1947.

Immunisation in Relation to Child Population.
Number of children who had completed a full course of Immunisation
at any time up to 31st December, 1947.

Age at Under

31,1247 | 1 1 2 3 4 Gitol 10 1o 14 Tolal
i.e. Born in!

Year ... 1947 1046 1945 1944 1943 | 1935-1942 1933-1937 | wnder 15
Number
Immunised 6 I48 2068 257 231 1,368 1,581 3,777
Estimated T o o T

mid-year
population 2,670 3,636

1947

The above statistics take no account of children immunised by
private arrangements. An immunisation clinic is held by the County
Council Health Department at Rock Street Clinic on the first Saturday
morning of each month.

Measles—There were 375 cases during the year. From March to
August 361 cases occurred and the epidemic which was mild in character
reached its peak in July with 148 cases. The age and sex incidence is
given in Table No. 12, p. 20.

Whooping Cough—There were 61 cases, The age and sex incidence
of this disease is also given in Table No. 12.

Puerperal Pyrexia—Five cases were notified during the year.
Pneumonia—25 notifications were received and there were 9 deaths.
10



Cerebro-Spinal Fever—There were two cases of Cerebro-Spinal
Fever and one child was removed to Hospital.

Erysipelas—Four notifications were received and the patients were
all over 45 years of age.

Influenza—There were no notifications of Influenza rac_eiw_zd. There
were two deaths from Influenza “transferred in” to the District by the
Registrar-General.

D?ﬁenterr—’l" wo cases were notified.
Poliomyelitis—No cases were notified.

Tuberculosis—No action was taken under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925 or under Section 172
of the Public Health Act, 1936, during 1947. There were 22 cases of
Tuberculosis notified. 18 cases (13 males and 5 females) had pulmonary
infection and 4 (3 males and 1 female) had non-pulmonary lesions.

20 people from Wellingborough were admitted to Rushden House
Sanatorium and 19 were discharged during the year.

There were 8 deaths from Tuberculosis, 7 from pulmonary lesions and
1 from a non-pulmonary lesion.

The number of cases on the Tuberculosis Register at the end of the
year was 151—112 being pulmonary cases and 39 non-pulmonary.

The number of new cases (all forms) notified during the past two
years was as follows :—
1946 1947
35 22

The Mortality during the corresponding period was :

Year Tuberculosis—All forms | Rate per 1,000 population
Male Female | Total = Wellingborough | County
1946 1 7 8 28 | 45
1947 4 + 8 27 | .36
SECTION G.

THE FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

In the case of all factories the provisions as to sanitary conveniences
were on the whole satisfactorily maintained. Those factories in which
mechanical power is not used,—the cleanliness, number employed,
temperature, ventilation and drainage of floors—gave no cause for serious
complaint. No action was necessary in respect of Home Work (Sections
110 and 111). Form 572 (Revised) has been abridged and is given as
Table No. 15 page 23.
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SECTION H.
STATISTICAL TABLES, 1947.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

TapLE No, 1.

Causes of Death.

Male | Female

Total

14.
15.
16.
17.
18,
19.
20.

21

22.
23.
24,
5.
20,
27.
28.
29.
30.
a1,
32,

33.
34,
34,
36,

R - =

Typhoid and para-typhoid Fevers

Cerebro-spinal Fever o

Scarlet Fever

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria

Tuberculosis of rﬁpuatm'}r system

Other forms of tuberculosis

Syphilitic diseases

Influenza ...

Measles

Acute pﬂilo-m}ehtﬂ

Acute infective encephalitis

Cancer of buccal cavity and nesuphaguﬂ {M]
uterus (F) .

Cancer of stomach and duodenum

Cancer of breast ...

Cancer of all other sites ...

Diabetes ...

Intra-cranial vascular lE-SIOII‘.:

Heart Disease avs .is

Other diseases of mrcu]at::-r:-,r system

Bronchitis

Pneumonia e —

Other respiratory l,'lIE-'E:I.EEE Ban via

Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

Diarrhoea under 2 years

Appendicitis o

Other digestive d1seasea ot

Nephritis ...

Puerperal and pcvst—a.bnrtwc 5&]15!3

Other maternal causes ...

Premature birth ...

Congenital malformations, 'mrth mjury and

infantile diseases.

Suicide a

Road traffic m:n::dents

Other violent causes

All other causes

ALL CAUSES

sEa

||

4 3 7
— 1 1
] 1 a
B Al 2
= | 2 2
5 | ] 13
o 6 (]
18 | 12 30
- s i 4
25 | 28 53
60 53 113
| | I | 7
d | (3] 10
4 5 9
5 L 5
1 1 2
=2 1 1
3|8 5
i 4 | 1]
~SEMENE S =
i 3 3
5 4 0
4 3 7
4 3 7
y ol o 1
5 1 (i
12 19 31
175 | 171 | 348
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BIRTH RATES, CIVILIAN DEATH RATES, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY
AND CASE RATES FOR CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISEASES FOR
WELLINGBOROUGH URBAN DISTRICT AND 148 SMALLER TOWNS
AND ENGLAND AND WALES, 1947.

TaBLE No. 5.

148 Smaller |
[Towns Resident
England Population |Wellingborough

and 25,000-50,000 |
Wales | 1931 Census |
Live Births ..  ..| 205 | 222 | 2268
Stillbirths ..  ..] 50 } 054 0-53
Deaths ;
All causes .. = 1200 119 | 12-28
Typhoid .. ol 00 00 00
Scarlet Fever il 00 | 00 “00)
Whooping Cough .. 02 | 02 00
Diphtheria . . s 01 01 00
Influenza .. o 09 08 07
Smallpox .. i 00 00 00
Measles o e 01 02 | 00
Deaths under one year 41 36 I 35-99
!
Notifications. : .
Typhoid .. o 01 00 | (00
Cerebro Spinal | e z { o
Fever .. - (15 05 "
Scarlet Fever o 1-37 1-37 . ‘67
Whooping Cough . .| 2-22 ; 202 2:16
Diphtheria . . ) ié , -i; | -tﬂ
Erysipelas .. o 1 i : :
Measles ik el 941 ; 0-58 | 13-31
Pnuemonia el 79 : ‘68 | ‘88
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MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH

AGE AND SEX INCIDENCE.
Table No. 12.

Measles ' Whooping Cough.
Age Periods |  Males Females ! Males | Females
—6 months ; 1 i |
—12 months 4 3 1 |
—18 months : 12 5 3 ' 4
—2years | 3 5
—2}years | 12 | 20 T B
—3 years 6 2 1 :
—4 years t 24 20 ; 5 !, b
—b5 years ! 40 | 34 13 | 8
—10years | 81 73 | 5 5
—15 years 14 | 4
15 years 9 I, 3 1
ALL AGEs 206 | 169 R Re=
Totals .. 375 | 61







CAUSES OF DEATH OF CHILDREN UNDER ONE YEAR.

TaBLE No. 14.

* Age in Weeks

Causes of Death. -1|-2|-3| 4 5-52 |Total

1. Congenital malformations ..| 1 ' : | 1

2. Diseases of Early Infancy i
Congenital debility and '

icterus ... J 2 | 3 5
Premature Birth i Bl | | 8
Injury at Birth .. b i |
Atelectasis 7 | [ ' 1
Others .. L i | 1
3. Diseases of Respiratory S}rstemi 1 : 4 5
. Diseases of Digestive System EisR
. Diseases of Nervous System | 1 | | {3l
6. Tuberculosis diseases il f |
. Infectious Diseases | |
8. Syphilis i
9. Overlaying i 1 1
10. Other Violence : | B
. All Other Canses ..  ..| | |
Totars o.. b A8 |iE] 5 23
















