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On the whole, the various industries are carried on in
healthy surroundings and there is no evidence that any parti-
cular occupation has any influence on the public health, There
is a wide-spread impression that boot and shoe operatives are
more liable to consumption than workers in other trades, but 1
have always had my doubts on this point. During the last five
vears the average number of deaths from respiratory tuber-
culosis has been 18, equal to a rate of 0.7 per 1000, which is
lower than the rate for England and Wales. There are many
industrial towns in LEngland and Wales which have no boot
factories but have a higher tuberculosis death rate than Well-
ingborough or Northampton.

Vital Statistics.

Births.—The total number of births registered during the
year was 349, compared with 330 in 1924, Of the total 181
were males and 168 females, and for the first time since 1921
the males predominated. The birth rate works out at 16.99
per 1,000, and is a slight improvement on 1924 (16.0). The
rate for England and Wales is 18.3.

Hiegitimate Births—There were 17 illegitimate births
registered during the year compared with 14 in 1924, 15 in
1923 and 17 in 1922. The illegitimate birth rate therefore
remains more or less stationary and is equal to nearly one
illegitimate in every twenty births.

Deaths,—The nett deaths registered during the year num-
bered 234 compared with 255 in 1924. For the first time since
1922 cancer heads the list as the disease responsible for the
greatest number of deaths from any one cause, with 37 deaths.
This is the greatest number of deaths from cancer recorded in
this district, so far as my records show, the average for the
previous six years being 26. Second on the list comes heart
discase with 33 deaths and respiratory disease (excluding
tuberculosis) third with 25 deaths. Respiratory tuberculosis
caused 11 deaths which I believe is the lowest on record. There
were 12 deaths from influenza compared with 16 in 1924,
Puerperal sepsis accounted for one death and it is noteworthy
that this is the first death recorded from this disease for several
vears. Among Zymotic diseases there were three deaths, one
each from measles, whooping cough and diphtheria.

The local death rate works out at 11.39 per 1,000, and the
corrected death rate is 10.33 per 1,000. The death rate for
England and Wales is 12.2.
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Infantile Mortality.—The deaths of infants under one year
numbered 19 of which two were illegitimate. Of the total,
11 were due to congenital debility and premature birth. There
were no deaths from epidemic diarrhoea, which is so frequently
the cause of many infantile deaths. The infantile mortality
rate is 54.4 per 1,000 births, and is the second lowest on record.
The rate for England and Wales is 75.

Poor Law Relief and Hospital.—1I have no figures available
to shew the amount of Poor Law Relief granted during the
year, but it is increasing. As regards hospital and other forms
of gratuitous medical relief, the Cottage Hospital is becoming
more and more utilized every year, and a good number of cases
are treated at the Northampton General Hospital. The Union
Infirmary is of great service in the treatment of chronic dis-
eases of poor persons who cannot be nursed in their own homes.

During the year there were no causes of sickness or invali-
dity which have been specially noteworthy, with the possible
exception of scarlet fever which is dealt with below ; nor were
there any conditions of occupation or environment which appear
to have had a prejudicial effect on health.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
THE AREA.

Hospitals provided by the Local Authority or the County
Council.—There are only two, the Isolation and the Small-Pox
é—]uspitflsL These are both wholly supported by the Urban

ouncil.

The Isolation Hospital is situated in a good position on the
outskirts of the town. It consists of administration, scarlet-
fever, and diphtheria blocks, and two observation wards, with
a total of 32 beds. It is administered by a fully trained Matron,
Miss O'Neill, and nurses, and the work is very efficiently carried
out. Occasionally cases from neighbouring districts are ad-
mitted if and when accommodation is available. During the
year 172 cases were admitted, of which 8 were from other areas.
Details are given on page 28,  There were no deaths during
the year.

The Small-pox Hospital is situated at Spike Island, which
is outside the area, and a mile from the town. Equipment
for six patients is stored in readiness, and thanks to the organ-
ising ability of the Sanitary Inspector, the Hospital can be in
readiness to receive patients in less than three hours,
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matter in these days), why hand flushing should not be abolish-
ed. It is seldom properly carried out, and people will not give
the necessary time and trouble to it, the frequent result being
choked drains. It is to be hoped that owners of property will
do their best to instal flushing cisterns at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

Owing to the expansion of the town, and the scarcity of
building sites adjacent to sewer connections, there are a few
houses built, or in the course of being built, with cesspits.
The question of sewerage is still under consideration, and it will
be very unfortunate if the town is going back to the cesspit
principle.

Scavenging. There are no ashpits or privies. House
refuse is stored in moveable receptacles of sorts, and collected
once a week in the Council's covered wagons,

The ash-bins are most unsatisfactory, any old receptacle
being used ; the sanitary dust-bin with a TIGHT-FITTING cover
being the exception and not the rule. It is essential in the
interests of public health that dust-bins should have a tight
fitting cover, otherwise in the summer-time they become breed-
ing places for flies. Also in Summer there are few domestic
fires and much of the rubbish which in winter 1s burnt goes
into the ash-bin adding considerably to the bulk of the refuse,

It is for this reason that I have advocated the bi-weekly
collection of refuse during the Summer months, but the sug-
gestion has been turned down on account of expense.

Prior to 1920, house refuse was burned in an incinerator,
but that arrangement being terminated, the retrograde method
of dumping it in a tip was resorted to. There was much
trouble over these tips, as was to be expected, leading up to a
Ministry enquiry in November, 1922. The present tip is an
improvement in many ways on its predecessors, but there is
only one sanitary way of dealing with refuse, and that is
burning.

Street Scavenging is not what it was. In the old pre-war
days the streets of Wellingborough were kept as clean as any
town in the country. Since the war there has been a marked
deterioration in this direction. Although motor traffic has
increased enormously it would not appear from the condition
of the streets that there has been any diminution in the amount
of horse transport. Possibly there has been a diminution in
the number of amateur street scavengers. The chief cause
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SUMMARY OF NUISANCES AND INFRINGEMENTS.

A tabular statement of the work performed by the Sanitary
Inspector during the year 1925, supplied in pursuance of

Article XX. (16) of the Sanitary Officers (outside London)
Order, 1910.

Nature, | Informal Statutory | Heme- | Work in

Found | Notloes | Notices died hand
i & j
Rooms of Houses Insanitary ..., 45 | 45 1 | 45
Houses Dilapidated ... e N - 1. | 88
Houses Overcrowded = O 3 3
Drains Defective ! T | 26 26
Drains Choked ... . 26 | 26 26
W.C. Defective ... 13 | 13 13 |
Rainwater Guttering Defective | 26 | 25 25 |
Accumulation of Refuse SR S R e 12
Bakehouses Limewashing '
required ... w18 15 15
Offences under Lutuw Acts || 11 11
Miscellaneous ... el 32 52 32
| 247 [247 | 2 |24¢ | B

FOODS CONDEMNED.

Beef ... 9 cwts. Oqrs. 9lbs
Mutton : -
Pork ... 19 ,,
Other Foods ... A

1 ton 10 {..Wtb 1 qr. ‘] ]ba

W. E. HALL,

Sanitary Inspector.
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houses contain more than one family, but in many of these one
cannot say that overcrowding exists,

2. As regards the cause of overcrowding the chief diffi-
culty is the house shortage. There are, as I have mentioned,
many houses where two families are living, and in probably the
majority of these the second family consists of a newly married
couple, or a couple and one child. On the other hand, there are
families with several children in houses that are too small, but
as no other houses are available they have to remain where
they are.

3. It has been impossible to deal with overcrowding in
the cireumstances until more houses are available.

4. One case of overcrowding was dealt with officially
during the year.

III.—Fitness of Houses.

1 (a). The general standard of housing in the district is
very good. Of the working class houses three-quarters of the
total number, or 75%,, are houses containing parlour, hiving
room, scullery and three bedrooms. There are no tenements
in block buildings, and only 17 houses with less than four
rooms.

(h). Defects found are chiefly minor ones. The chief
defect is dampness, due to the heavy sub-soil and the absence
of damp proof courses. As regards other defects a reference
to the Sanitary Inspector’s Report will show which are the
most frequent.

(¢). As will be seen from the Sanitary Inspector’s Report
it was only necessary to serve two Statutory Notices during the
year. If this is any criterion, there is not much lack of super-
vision by owners. Many defects could be remedied by the
tenants if they took more interest in their houses.

2 General action taken as regards unfit houses :—

(a). Under the present Public Health Acts, as will be
seen from the Inspector’s Report, out of 247 cases it was only
necessary in two instances to serve a statutory notice. I think
this speaks well for the relations between the officials of the
Council and the owners.

(b). No action was taken under the Housing Acts.

3. The chief difficulty in remedying existing defects is
simply a question of ways and means. Repairs are being
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3.

Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as
to be unfit for human habitation

Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation

221

9. Remedy of Defects without service of Formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered

fit in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers

3. Action under Statutory Powers.

A,

B.

(1)-

(2).

%

Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing,
Act, 1925

Proceedings under Public Health Acts

Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Notices were served requiring defects
to be remedied ...

Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices

(@) By Owners
(b)) By Local Authority in default of owner

Proceedings under 11, 14 and 15 of the
Housing, Act, 1925 :

. Number of representations made with a view

to the making of Closing Orders

. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of

which Closing Orders were made

. Number of dwelling-houses in respect of

which Closing Orders were determined, the
dwelling-houses having been rendered fit

_ Number of dwelling-houses in respect of

which Demolition Orders were made...

_Number of dwelling-houses demolished in

pursuance of Demolition Orders
14

291

Nil
Nil

221
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been made of the premises in the occupation of the registered
cowkeepers, and an individual examination of the dairy cows
contained therein, special attention being paid to the udders.

The general sanitary condition of the cowsheds shows
improvement, but there is still room for more. Strict super-
vision has to be exercised over limewashing and manure ac-
cumulations. The cleanliness of the floors, the cows’ udders
and extremities, and often the milkers’ hands, do not receive
sufficient attention.

The general condition of the cows throughout the year,
with very few exceptions, has been most satisfactory., Fewer
old cows are retained in the sheds ; younger and consequently
more healthy cows are taking their place.

On 1st September, The Milk and Dairies Consolidation
Act and The Tuberculosis Order 1925 came into force. When
these are properly applied and enforced, a great improvement
should take place in the production of milk. Under the
former Act, all Districts should eventually have their cows and
cowsheds systematically inspected.

The number of cows inspected, the condition of their
udders receiving special attention, is 3551, of which 3530 or
99.40 per cent., showed no clinical derangement. The udders
found to be abnormal, whether from benign or serious affections,
numbered 21 or .59 per cent., and were in a condition calculated
to render the milk harmful for human consumption. Of these,
17, or 47 per cent. of the total number of cows, were affected
with tuberculosis, the remainder being cases of either acute
or suppurative mastitis.

The cowkeepers continue to display willingness to act on
my suggestions, and to abate the various nuisances when
pointed out.

Attached is a Tabular Statement of the Inspections,
Nuisances, etc., for the year, showing the total figures for the
whole area, and for the Urban and Rural areas respectively :
also, for comparison, the figures for last vear, when, owing to
the prevalence of foot and mouth disease, only two inspections
were made,

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,
(Signed) E. W. PARKS, Lt.-Col. M.R.C.VS.

Veterinary Inspector.
31st December, 1925,
16






() Meat.—There is no public abattoir as vet, and appar-
ently no prospect of one so far as can be seen. Butchers buy
in the open market and kill in their own private slaughter
houses and as there are nineteen of these, there is a good deal
of travelling to do by the Inspector.

(i.) Meat inspection is carried out thoroughly and effi-
ciently. Under the 1924 Regulations, the butchers have inti-
mated fixed days and hours for killing, and if there is any
departure from these times, notice is sent at once to the In-
spector.

(ii.) All shops, butchers and grocers, have fixed windows,
and stalls and vehicles are fitted with glass fronts and partitions.
There was some difficulty, naturally, in introducing these
Regulations, for both purveyors and the public are conservative
in these matters. One wishes that the latter would take more
interest in matters pertaining to their own welfare with regard
to the handling and distribution of food. The following 1s a
tabular statement of the slanghter-houses of the area.

In 1920. In January 1925. In December 1925,

Registered — -— -
Licensed 20 19 19
Total 20 19 149

(c). Other Foods.—During the year a strict watch has been
kept on the quality of the various other foods. It will be noted
that the quantity of these foods condemned during the year
amounted to 1 cwt. 2 quarters.

Premises where foods are manufactured, prepared, stored,
or exposed for sale, have been regularly inspected and have
been found on the whole to be satisfactory and to comply with
existing regulations,
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It is doubtful if the notifications under the Regulations of
7th January, 1919, are of much value. Not all cases of pneu-
monia are notified. It will be noted that only 13 cases were
notified, while there were 12 deaths.

Bacteriological Work. — Specimens are sent to the Patho-
logical Laboratory of the General Hospital, Northampton.
During the year 87 specimens were examined composed of 73
throat swabs, 12 sputa, and one each of blood and cerebro-
spinal flaid.

No use has been made of the Schick and Dick tests during
the vear and there have been no vaccinations under the Public
Health (Small-pox prevention) Regulations 1917.

Non-notifiable Diseases.—Influenza was not particularly
prevalent during the year, yet there were twelve deaths certified
as due to that disease. For information regarding non-notifi-
able diseases one is chiefly dependent on the school reports.

Whooping Cough was prevalent during the early part of
the year affecting infants and young children chiefly. There
was one death. A few cases of Measles appeared, also with
one death.

In Junc Rubella commonly known as German Mcasles,
began among young children, and before the end of the year
became epidemic. Many adults were attacked, but the
disease was very mild, the majority of cases heing afebrile.

Disinfection.—The Sanitary Inspector supervises the dis-
infection of any premises and articles exposed to infection,
The latter are sterilized by steam if possible. There are no
facilities available for the cleansing of verminous persons,
except at the Union Infirmary.

1 append tables showing the incidence of infectious disease
during the year.






TUBERCULOSIS.

New Cases and Mortality during 1925.

L
|
0

10

15

20

5 I

)
30
45
]
(5

NEW (CASES DEATHS.
| |

Pulmonary| Non.-Pul. | Pulmonary ~Non-Pul.

 ——

M| B | M |F M| F |[M]F

— C— e ——

— =

1der 1 year . - - ‘ - | = - ; - - (55
| _ = - | FE, i, 3. -
= 2 2. | 1 - — s
2 | 1 - . 2
" 2 1 3 — - | - -
e i 2 - 2 - -
: 5] | 1 = | o - =
e 2 2 - - - | 2 | -
| & £
= 3 == A 1
PR ] - wam e — — —r o l
upwards  ...| = —~ - 1 - =
Totals o 13 G 2 3 | 8 3 2

Four of the sixteen tuberculosis deaths had not been
previously notified, a ratio of 1 to 4. All the non-notified
deaths were non-pulmonary. The efficiency of notification
of tuberculosis in this area is very good, though there 1s a
natural reluctance to label a case as tuberculosis until the
diagnosis is confirmed. There have been no cases of wilful
neglect or refusal to notify in this area.

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925.
There has been no necessity to take any action under these
Regulations during the year.

Public Health Act, 1925, Section 62.
No action was necessary, as no difficulties arose In re-
moving cases to Hospital.
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