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NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

Population. The estimated population at mid-year 1920 from
figures supplied by the Registrar General is 21,224, while the
estimated population from the Housing Survey is 21,400. Owing
to the extraordinary conditions affecting population in recent
years, it will be interesting to see how this figure compares with
the forthcoming census. The wvarious rates are based on the
Registrar General's figures.

Physical Features. = The town of Wellingborough is situated
on the South [Lastern side of a Hill sloping towards the Nene Valley
on the South, and the Valley of the Ise Brook on the East. The
highest point of the town is about 280 feet above the sea level,
while the Nene Valley is little more than 100 feet, so that the slope
is considerable, and the town receives the maximum of sunshine,
and drainage is facilitated. The subsoil is mostly clay on the top
of ironstone.

The District is an industrial one, the majority of the inhabi-
tants being engaged in factory work.

The staple trade is the boot and shoe industry and its allied
trades. The manufacture of clothing is also a large and increasing
industry, while the melting and smelting of ironstone gives em-
ployment to many people in this and the surrounding districts.
The Engineering trade is also developing in the District.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Births. The total nett births registered during the year was
432 compared with 326 in 1919. Of the total 227 were males and
205 females, so that when one allows for the infantile mortality
(22 males and 14 females) there is not much difference between the
number of each sex.

The total birth rate works out at 20.35 per 1000 of population
compared with 15.33 in 1919, and this is the highest rate since 1909.

There were 20 illegitimate births, 12 male and 8 female,
compared with 32 in 1919, and is equal to a rate of 46.29 per 1000
births.

Deaths.—The total nett deaths for the year were 227 compared
with 279 in the previous year. There were 112 male and 115
female deaths, so that the sexes are almost equal. The death
rate works out at 10.69 per 1000 compared with 13.13 in 1919,
and is I believe, the second lowest on record for Wellingborough,
the lowest being in 1913 when the rate was 9.38.
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places and is known as the Northampton Sand, which embraces
the Lower Estuarine Beds and the Ironstone Series below.

The water contains 33 degrees of hardness, but after being
subjected to a softening process carried out on the continuous

system, is reduced to 15 degrees, 12.5 degrees of which are
permanent.

The water is filtered and pumped into service Reservoirs,
from which the town is supplied by gravitation.

The consumption of water in 1920 averaged 231,529 gallons
per day, equivalent to 111 gallons per head of the population.
It must be borne in mind, however, that in many houses in the
town provision is made for the collection of rain water for washing
purposes.

The water supply is constant, abundant, and pure, and is
free from contamination.

Rivers and Streams. There have been no complaints of any
pollution of rivers and streams in the district during the year.

Drainage and Sewerage. The drains of practically every
property in the district are connected with the town sewers. The
sewage is treated by broad irrigation on a Sewage Farm about
400 acres in extent, situated within the adjoining Urban District
of Irthlingborough. The sewage is discharged from the main
outfalls into open tanks from which it is pumped direct to the
varions parts of the Farm as required. The irrigation is well
managed and the effluent is quite satisfactory. The sewage system
is quite efficient and sufficient, whilst the sewage farm is a financial
asset to the town.

Closet Accommodation. This it is satisfactory to note is
entirely on the water-carriage system, there being now no privies,
the remainder of the latter being abolished in 1915. There is,
however, room for considerable improvement in the closet system,
The majority in the cottage property are of the long hopper type
and hand flushed. With an abundant water supply there is no
reason, except that of expense (a considerable matter in these days),
why hand flushing should not be abolished. It is seldom properly
carried out, and people will not give the necessary time and trouble
to it, the frequent result being choked drains. It is to be hoped
that owners of property will do their best to instal flushing cisterns
at the earliest opportunity.

Scavenging. There are no ashpits, privies or cesspools. House
refuse is stored in movable receptacles of sorts, and collected once
a week in the Council’s covered wagons.
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The scavenging of the streets is on the whole satisfactory, and
if the amount of paper, etc., blowing about in the centre of the town
at night and in the early morning is most undesirable, it is not the
fault of the scavengers ; most of this refuse is cansed by the patrons
of the Fish and Chip Saloons. It would be very desirable that such
places should have * on " licenses, the edibles to be consumed on
the premises. There would seem to be a great future for any
enterprising person to open a roomy restaurant where the patrons
could sit down and enjoy their fish and chips in comfort. I am
glad to note that the local Co-operative Society in their new Cannon
Street premises have made a move in this direction.

Sanitary Inspections of the District. In the Appendix will be
found a clear tabular statement of the work of the Sanitary In-
spector during the vear.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS CONTROLLED BY BYE-LAWS
OR REGULATIONS.

1. —S8laughter Houses are 20 in number, are licensed for one
year and the Model Regulations of the Ministry of Health are in
force. They have been frequently inspected and defects found
have been remedied.

2.—Bakehouses are 23 in number and on the whole have been
found in satisfactory condition.

3.—Dairies. Cow Sheds and Milk Shops total 60. The regula-
tions dealing with these date back to 1903 and require bringing
up-to-date. Most of the premises on inspection were found to
comply with the regulations, but fall short of modern requirements.

There are numerous small retailers, and frequently an ordinary
living room is cleared for the purpose. Further reference will be
made to the Milk Supply later on.

4— Common Lodging Houses are two in number and are
frequently inspected. They have been well managed during the
ear.
: 5.— Underground Sleeping Rooms to the best of our knowledge
do not exist in Wellingborough.

SCHOOLS.

The administrative control of the Public Elementary Schools
of the town is in the hands of the County Education Committee,
and in matters pertaining to Public Health the School Medical
Officer and I are in touch. There were no matters of importance
that arose during the year concerning the sanitation of the Schools
or health of the Scholars.






came down, and at one time it looked as if the project would be
successful. To work properly, such an establishment would need
the support and co-operation of surrounding districts, but this was
not forthcoming, and eventually the project fell through. I am
afraid that there is little hope of a public abattoir in Wellingborough
until the Government decide to adopt a universal scheme for the
whole country.

(iii.) No prosecutions took place during the year under
section 117 of the Public Health Act.

(iv.) Tuberculous Meat. During the year the carcases and
parts of carcases condemned for Tuberculosis were as follows —

Whole carcases ... 12
Part carcases 15

Jotal' ... 27
Last year the total was 33.

(c) Other Foods. During the year a strict watch has been
kept on the quality of the food supply and a reference to the Sani-
tary Inspector’s report will show the amount of food that was
condemned as unfit for the food of man.

Premises where foods are manufactured, prepared, stored, or
exposed for sale have been regularly inspected, and have been
found on the whole to be satisfactory and to comply with existing
regulations.

PREVALENCE AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASES.,

On the whole there was a slight increase in the amount of
infectious disease during the year. There was an epidemic of
Measles in the summer, but otherwise there was nothing particularly
noteworthy.

Erysipelas. This is still on the list of compulsory notifiable
diseases though in many districts it is questionable if many of the
cases are ever notified. It is a relic of other days and might well
be omitted from the list. There were 16 cases notified compared
with 19 last year.

Enteric Fever, I am glad to say, was conspicuous by its absence,
no notifications being received.

Scarlet Fever. 13 cases notified against 8 in 1919. The town
has been remarkably free from this disease for some years, but
there may be a recrudescence at any time. All the cases were
mild ones, and occurred sporadically throughout the year. There
were no ‘‘ return cases.”
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Except at the Union there are no facilities provided in the
district for the cleansing and disinfection of verminous persons
and their belongings.

Tuberculosis. The notifications of this disease again show a
decline as will be seen from Page 21. A total of 47 were received,
of which 35 were cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, and 12 were
other forms of tuberculosis.

Although the number of notifications has decreased there is
no falling off in the mortality, there being 22 deaths from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis in 1920, and 20 in 1919, There seems to be some
reluctance in notifying cases until the disease is well established,
which is perfectly natural. The onset of the disease is often insi-
dious, and prolonged, and medical practitioners hesitate to notify
a case until the diagnosis is established beyond doubt. There is,
however, a belief that in recent years there has been some decline
in the disease.

Of the total of 35 notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis,
14 were males and 21 females, so that it would appear that the
disease is more prevalent in the female sex. No particular occu-
pation seems to be particularly liable ; 11 of the 35 were engaged
in the staple trade, but if the ratio was worked out 1 do not think
it would be found that there was any preponderance in the shoe
and leather trades compared with other occupations.

The treatment of tuberculosis in this district is administered
by the County Council.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The administration of the Maternity and Child Welfare Act
1918 is in the hands of the County Council, and the Wellingborough
Centre is therefore under the jurisdiction of the County Authorities.

The work is only in its infancy, and further developments and
a better linking up with other branches of preventive medicine will
soon take place.

With regard to infectious diseases particularly affecting
parturical women and children, it is satisfactory to note that no
cases of puerperal fever, ophthalmia neonatorum, epidemic diarrhcea
or poliomyelitis were reported ; measles and whooping cough
occurred and have been already referred to.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

l.—Staff. The Stafi consists of a part time Medical Officer
and one Sanitary Inspector. With the numerous and increasing
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Admitted during the year 1920.

Scarlet Fever. Diphtheria. Total.
Urban ... 12 26 38
Rural ... - 7 7
12 33 45

One case of Tracheotomy which proved fatal.

Beds occupied during the year (days) 1,575. Average stay
of patients in hospital, 35 days.

16 patients were admitted during the first 6 months, compared
with 29 in the latter 6 months of the year.

Remaining in hospital on December 31st, 1920,

Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria. Total
Urban ... 2 3 5
Rural ... — — —

The Small Pox Hospital is situated at Spike Island outside the
the district and about a mile from the town.

Thanks to the organising power of your Sanitary Inspector,
accommodation for patients can be available in less than 3 hours
notice. Equipment for six patients is stored in readiness.

3.—Local Acts and General Adoptive Acts in force in the District,
These are as follows :—
The Public Health Act, 1890.
Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890,
Public Health Act, 1907 (parts of).
Baths and Wash-houses Acts.
Notification of Births Act, 1907.
The administration of these Acts does not call for any special
comment. Under the last-named Act the Health Visitor is
appointed by the County Council, E

4.—Bacteriological Work. This is now carried out at the
bacteriological laboratory of the Northampton General Hospital,
and free use is made of the facilities provided.

HOUSING.

The housing problem, as everyone knows, is one of the most
difficult that Local Authorities have to contend with. It is needless
to recapitulate the reason why the problems is so acuye ; they are
so well known to evervone.
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3. Tt has been impossible to deal with overcrowding in the
circumstances until more houses are available. The only immediate
remedy, it seems to me, would be to ration out houses accordin
to the size of the family, but such a scheme would only be feasible
in Utopia.

4. One case of overcrowding was dealt with officially during
the year.

IT1.—FITNESS OF HOUSES.

1 (a) The general standard of housing in the district is very
good. Of the working class houses three-quarters of the total
number or 759, are houses containing parlour, living room, scullery
and three bedrooms. There are no tenements in block buildings,
and only 17 houses with less than four rooms.

(b) Defects found are chiefly minor ones. The chief defect
is dampness, due to the heavy sub-soil and the absence of damp
proof courses. Owing to the arrears of the war period and the
scarcity and cost of labour and materials it has been difficult to
carry out necessary repairs,

2. General action taken as regards unfit houses:—

(a) Under the present Public Health Acts, as will be seen
from the Inspector’s Report, out of 229 cases it was only necessary
in one instance to serve a statutory notice. 1 think this speaks
well for the relations between the officials of the Council and the
OWNETS,

(b) No action was taken under the Housing Acts.

3. The chief difficulty in remedying existing defects is simply
a question of ways and means. Repairs are being carried out as
rapidly as possible under the circumstances. We have no unfit

back-to-back houses.

4. Conditions so far as they affect housing, as regards water
supply, closet accommodation, and refuse disposal, have been
already dealt with under the sanitation of the districts.

IV.—UNHEALTHY AREAS.
There are none.
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II.—Remedy of Defects without Service of Formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers ... 110

III.—Action under Statutory Powers.

A. Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing,
Town Planning, &c., Act, 1919 ... ... No action
taken.
B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be

remedied ... 1
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied :—
(a) by owners ... 1
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners ... -
C. Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of the .
Housing, Town Planning, &c., Act, 1909  No action
taken.

3. UNHEALTHY AREAS.

Areas represented to the Local Authority with a
view to Improvement Schemes under (a), Part L, or (b},

Part I1., of the Act of 1890... None
4. Number of houses not complying with the
building bye-laws erected with consent of Local Authori-
ty under Section 25 of the Housing, Town Planning, &c., ,
Act, 1919 ... None
5. Staff engaged on housing work with, briefly, the _
duties of each officer i MO ﬂmcml
Staff

Is






COMPARISON OF BIRTH RATE, DEATH RATE, AND
INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE FOR THE
LAST TEN YEARS.

: | Infantile
Year Birth Rate ! Death Kate Mortality
| | .
1911 19.7 ‘ 12.2 109.7
1912 18.7 11.7 ' 103.7
1913 20.1 938 | 69
1914 2038 | 1L1 74.87
1915 15.79 | 14.13 95.97
1916 17.23 ' 13.02 76.23
1917 16.01 13.16 74.07
1918 12.48 13.14 61.59
1919 ' 15.33 : 13.13 . 82.8
1920 20.35 i 10.649 | 83.9
|
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