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STATISTICAL AND GENERAL SANITARY
MEMORANDA, 1919.
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BOROUGH OF WEDNESBURY.

REPORT

Upon the HEALTH OF WEDNESBURY, for the year 1919, by
Warter Garvan, M.D., Edin., Medical Officer of Health.

To the Mayor and Members of the
Wedneshury Town Council.

Mr. Mayvor and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting a Report upon the health of
Wednesbury for the year 1919.

The fizures upon which the various rates are based apply only
to the eivil population, and are independent of the men on military
service.  These latter are dealt with separately by the Registrar
General, and making allowance for the deduction, the population
is fixed at 30,329 for the death rate, and 31,594 for the birth rate.

[.-VITAL STATISTICS.

The births registered during 1919 numbered 724 (males 395,
females 329), which represents a birth -rate of 22.9 per 1,000 of the
population.  The natural increase of the population by excess of
births over deaths was 297. The deaths from all causes numbered
427, in which are included &9 oceurring in Public Institutions
ontside the town. These fisurcs give a death-rate of 14.07 per 1,000
of the population.

The deaths of children under five years of age numbered 114,
or 26 per cent. of the total deaths, Of these T3 were under one
vear of age, a figure which is at the rate of 100 per' 1,000 births.
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The following table furnishes an analysis of mortality wunder

tive years of age :—

TasLe 1.

| i
1915 | 1916 1917 | 1918 | 1919
| b5 ‘i _.
Premature birth ... ... ... ... | 15 g | 12 10 | 16
Bronchitis and Pneumonia ... | 39 17 36 1 S [ |
Soearlet. Pever ..o .. s s —_ — - 1 | -—
| Y R el e 16 2 19 R
Whooping Cough ... ... ... ... 3 9 14 B 2
IMBTTHOBE ... .00 ... soe e iegs 17 28 ) 8 | i
ENDBUHEETE ., o vos wiwr mes joektmi 1 = | | ! I R
Other Causes ... ... ... ... ... | 98 U I | 96 | 42
150 | 137 146 | 176 | 114
Percentage of Total Deaths ... | 318 | 285 35 ‘ 3002 | 266
|

The next table gives the deaths due to Zymotic Disease for the
past five years.  The number for 1918 was 19, representing a
Zvmotic death-rate of 0.6 per 1,000,

TanrLe II.

' 1915 | 1946 | 1917 | 1918 | 1919

Ervsipelas .. ; —_— — 2 ki T} 2
Puerperal Fever ... 4 | ] | e i ]
Enteric Fever ... ... ... ... ... I . | st e
sonrier Faver ... ... o owse o | 2 —_ | = 1 | —
Measles ... . e 18 ] | 2 5
Diphtheria ... ... ... 2 5 | 1 | 1
FAES T30 176 ot e S P s S 17 a8 9 8 7
Whooping Congh ... ... ... ... | 2 t | 15 6 3
| | |

i e i 8 | 18 | 19

Death rate per 1,000 ... ... L 1% | 16 i 06 | 06
|
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Following is a table showing the Vaceination performed
during the vear ended June 30th, 1919 :—

TasLze 111

= i /
= | ¥ | = o
- L = & | =] =
= e = : ox | 95 . . s
5|22 | 2 | 4 | %8 | &ag| 2 | 28 | B
z Ve o (2K —Z 2020 | B . =5 e
% = % B (=] | == EE = gaB -] -] i
== 22 Z [ [ E2EE | o S g g
- g o e & 2 o2 R ga =4 o .
2y | 5@ = Eﬁ' _"E aoas &= Z = =l
1] o — 58 = B Daal s <= =
T 135 1 | 48 1 514 3 Z 2
|

The Inquests held by the Coroner numbered 15, in which are
ireluded 3 deaths due to accident. Theyv were as follows :—

Watnral Cangad ... d e s ivarib sbn e G
F. LA 0 L v pree R S e o SO N R PO S R I 3
i P o e e T N O
et Aloobalwem .. .. 1 sevi Baa GmEE | ead 1

)

There were also 9 Inquests held upon Wednesbury residents
dyving outside the Borough, viz., Eight due to accident, and one to

suicide.



TasrLe 1V.

VITAL STATISTICS OF WHOLE DISTRICT DURING

1919 AND PREVIOUS YEARS.

DISTRICT OF WEDNESBURY,
i = Births. Transferalle Wett deatls belonging to
= = Dreathis. the Tistrict.
t - [ Weik Total Deaths
2 g v * | Registered in
E = 2 the District. | . o Under 1 Year
| =% = == i of age. At all ages.
e =] e £ =
Y oear 5‘3 i E‘= %= : T
e a - - i 5T 3 = Ea |
iZ| g E : $3:(38g| & (B2, B |
BE| 3| 5| 2|2 |3 |=85|zu' 2 |28E| 2 | 2
= = s = wo| m E = EME B |s=2| A (-
! | | [
1912 | 28108 831 | 282 61 . 128 66 83 111'9'I 27 | 151
| |
1913 | 28108 BGE | 3078 458 | 173 63 | 132 |152 0| 521 185
|
1914 | 28910 620 | 321 420 | 148 68 | 128 |136 4497 171
1915 | 28414 I TE0 I 274 392 ! 165 1 75 B9 |114 | 4T1 16°5
1916 | 27776 787 | 26 365 172 B | 8 | 79 |101 I 450 | 172
16917 2a76Q T07 . 21°3 321 | 182 b ; B4 67 | 9% | 415 142
|
1918 | 2863 | 788 | 205 S04 01T S 1 7T 82 104 | 581 ! 2003
—_— kI, A [ | ) el BSES e
| | :
1915 | 30329 wT24 | 229 538 | 11°1 5 8% T3 |100 | 427 i"li'l}T

% ‘I'he population here given is exclusive of men on Military
Service,
Caleulated upon a population of 31,594.
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TaerLe V.
CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFIED DURING

THE YEAR 1918,

DISTRICT OF WEDNESBURY.

| Murmber of Cases Notifled.,

[eilicaiier st Bl oe
NOTIFIABLE g Ll SR
DISEASE. = a{em bty P
= 0 I i - O - )
Biphtharia .. ... @ e v SUEET 81 &0
LAt o L e A (¥ | S e s S [
Bagrlet Fever ... .coo--oocoeocne o 88 20112 | 6
AT, e L et MRS W 6
Puerpernl Fever ... ... ... v ] 2 1 1
T e e e ||
Pulmonary Tuberculosis ... ... ... ss| 8| 5110 8| 10| 2
Other Tubercular Diseases ... ..| 8| 5| 2| 1
Measles and Cerman Measles ...| 86 1 25 | 20 | 30 | 11
PRERIIONIE 0 oo ooo i cwer anw v 4ﬂi 2 5 51 20 8 |
influenza Pneumonia ... ... ... ...| 24 | 92 2 18 2 |
i | |
= s e ?
Totals .. .. ..2297 |53 5971|7928 |
| |

Isolation Hospital —Wednesbury Isolation Hospital, Dangerfield
Lane.

To'al Available Beds.—Twenty-two.

Number of diseases that ean be concurrently treated.—One,
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TasLe VIII

For comparison the staiist’es with regard to Wednesbury and

England and Wales are given in the following table : —

Rate per 1000 i the | Rate per 1,080}
populaticn. | Births
fiirth-rate Deatherate "fj:::';,;:l_d”
England and Wales ... ... I8 | &8 | #9
96 Great Towns, m-::lu&mg Yon. |
don, population exceeding 4 !
I e e S e e s 180 | 138 | 93
148 smaller towns, Pnpuhfmn | '
SOR00-50000 %5 s s (83 | 126 B0
P77 7 - R S et e et 18-3 | 154 | 53
Wedneshury, Impuhlmn 31,694. .. 2::9 | 140 | 73
2 i

From the foregoing figures, the Couneil will be enabled to

judge of the health of the town during the vear.

Some reference may be expected to the Influenza epidemic of
last year, which had not entirvely subsided in December. As a
matter of fact it persisted well into the first quarter of 1919, during
which it eansed 17 deaths.  The disease then ceased to be epidemic,
but never quite disappeared.  During the second quarter there
was one death, with two deaths in both the third and fourth quat-
ters.  The discase may at present be regarded as endemie, and

with a tendeney to occasional epidemic development.

Apart from the prevalence of the disease, thetre hag heen a
marked mitigation of its type with a corresponding fall in the

mortality average.
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Sanitary Inspecror’s REPORT,

FOR THE YEAR 1919,

To the Mayor and Members of the Wedneshury Town Council.
Gentlemen,—
INTRODUCTION.

I beg to submit my Thirteenth Annual Report as Sanitary
Inspector for the Borough of Wednesbury, viz., for the vear ended
31st December, 1919,

The Report is again condensed, only indispensable information
heing included.

The general sanitary work has been retarded by the prohibitive
eost of building materials and the scarcity of labour, which has
prevented many sanitary improvements from being carried out,
particularly with regard to privies and ashpits.

GENERAL SANITARY WOREK.

MISCELLANEOUS INSPECTIONS.

Over 3,100 visits and inspections have been made, ineluding
house-to-house inspections, and investigation of complaints, and
1,700 re-inspections were made during the time the work was in
progress. A large number of defects were discovered, and mea-
sures were taken as far as possible to remedy the defeets, The

sanitary improvements resuling therefrom are set out in tahle 3.
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NOTICES SERVED.

Two hundred and six pieliminary or intimation notices have
besn served. A lavge number of letters were also sent to owners
and oceccupiers, requesiing them to carry out certain sanitary im-
provements, Sixtv-eluhi Statutory notices were gerved Ij}' order of
the Counecil.  Particulars of the notices are set out in table 2,
Many interviews have in addition taken place at the office or on

the properties with owners, agents or builders.

DRAIN TESTING, Ete.

Thirteen tests were made of the drains and sanitary fittings of

T premises, eomprising thirteen dwelling houses and two works.
PRIVY AND WATER CLOSET ACTOMMODATION.

During the vear 46 privies and 28 middens were abolished, and
re-placed with £3 water elosets and portable receptacles for the house
refuse as follows :—45 privies converted into water closets. 1 addi-
tional water closet, 2 privies re-built and converted into water
closets, and 42 additional water closets were provided in conneetion
with factories and workshops.

The following Table I. gives the number of sanitary conveni-
ences in the Borough, and particulars of the work of abolishing the
privies and ashpits, and the substitution of water closets and port-
able galvanised iron dust bins.
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YARDS AND SANITARY CONVENIENCES USED IN
COMMON.

Manv oceupiers pay little attention to  the yards, approaches
to, and the walls, floors, seats and fittings of the sanitary conveni-
ences, and every oppoertunity has been taken of impressing upon
the tenants their responsibility of keeping their premises in a sani-
tary state.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES.

Having regard to the overcrowded state of many of the houses,
the high prices of materials, and the labour difficulty, it was not
deemed desirable to make morve than 48 formal representations
under the Housing, ete., Acts.

The following is a summary of the results of action taken :—

SUMMARY OF ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE HOUSING
ACTS, 1950-1919.

Houses built during the year ... ... ... .0 o .0 =
Houses represented as unfit for human habitation 38
Houses I‘Epl‘munlnd for demolition ... ... e eee a i L0
Thoroughly repaired ... . R SR R I S b
e | e e O e R R
T e e e
Lo 40 (ol ] 1001 ST G TRR LTS L S -
Under consideration pending lapsze of notice... ... 29

Schemes respecting unhealthy areas :—

| Fopedrah BTy e T - e e SRS R R B e L S 1

o T i) 47 b o T T MU U NS s DRSS SN ¢ |

The Honsing Schemes for the provision of 256 new houses are
well in hand, and when these are provided, it may be possible to
deal in gome deeree with the existing houses that cannot, for vari-

ous reasons, be made reasonably fit for human habitation,

INSPECTION OF FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.
The factories, workshops and ontworkers’ premises have been
periodically visited, and the regulations respecting cleanliness, ven-
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tilation, ete., have been carried out.  Sixteen notices were received
from the Home Office Inspectors respecting defects at factories and
workshops, which were remediable under the Public Health Acts.
In several instances sanitary work of some magnitude was executed
in order to comply with the notices served.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The cases of infectious disease notified were visited and e-
visited from time to time during the progress of the disease. Printed
and verbal instructions were given for preventing the spread of the
disease, and the necessary disinfection was carried out at the ter-
mination of the disease.

INSPECTION OF SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND FOOD SUPPLIESR.

There are now 13 slaughterhouses on the register, four of
which are subject to annual licence. The slaughterliouses have heen
periodically visited. The vendors in several cases have voluntarily
destroyed food when their attention was called to its unwholesome
condition,

Periodical visits have also been made to butchers, fish, game,
poultry and greengrocer’'s shops.  The food exposed for sale was,
with few exceptions, of fair quality.

HORSE AMBULANCE.

Sixty-four persons. 52 suffering from illness and 12 from acci-
dent, were removed in the ambulance, The tata! amount received

for the hire of the ambulance was £27 Ts. 0d.
CLEANSING AND THE REMOVAL OF HOUSE REFUSE.

The work of the removal of house refuse, was, until 30th Sep-
tember, 1919, carried out by the Contractor, hut since that date,
the work has been carried out by direct labour, viz., by the Council’s
own workmen and carts. The work of removing the refuse from
the dust bins was in a very disorganised state, but it is hoped that
shortly the work will be carried out in a more efficient manner,
and there will be little eause for complaint,
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TABLE II.
NOTICES SERVED AND NUMBER OF HOUSES IN
CONNECTION WITH NOTICES.
| Preliminary | Statutory
| Notices. Notices.
1 w o
| = =
| 883 £3%
2| 382 | 3<| 382
=2 2 E.5 gE E’g.:
| 3E8= | o8| S8F
FelHEE | B FoR
Filthy and dilapidated houses ... ... . 381 | 129 (14| 108
Inlmh} and tlilupldnted uutbullﬂmgs 21 89 | 3 19
Defective paving and surface channels i 1| — | —
Defective eaves and -:Iownspnutmg 2 i1 =1 =
Insufficient drainage ... .. - — 1 2
Foul, untrapped, or defective d:l mna,ge ol 2 g =1 =
Umked drainage and water closets ... Jai 1421 1 5
Insufficient closet accommodation ... ... ...| 4 11| —| —
Insufficient accomodation for the stnmgu

of ashes, ete. ... 36| 100 ]| 6 o)
Foul, wet, open, and dlllpldﬂ.t{}d prm |

mu’[t’lens ...... D T R | 50 | 167 T 83
Defective water clomet conneotiong:- ... | 7| 11 2 21
Fouling of sanitary conveniences used in|

GO e i e T o e s a P - 8 5
Overerowded houses or rooms .. | 8 2] 1 I
Animals improperly kept ... ... ... ... ... o4 4| 2 2
Offensive accumulations .. =1 = l | 1
Vater in callare ... ... o weeien Al T| =] =
Flouses unfit for habitation ... b o M 33
Polluted wellz ..... : R I T (o
Dangerons wells or cisterns . o | M= =
Tnhufflrmnt water supply Lags 4 1] 8 1 7
Dairies, cowsheds, and milkshops not kepi I

in accordance with regulations ... .. I 1 1 1 | 1
Bakeliouses not kept in conformity with)

Aek e e bt R i ol R )
Factories and “m]nalmpq T I S e T R
C'ommon lodging houses | = =
Slaughter-houses ... P s [ I =
Miscellaneous ... ... Slisn s | e

Total 206 | 578 | 68 | 196
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TABLE IIL.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN DISTRICT

IN PURSUANCE OF INSPECTIONS MADE AND
NOTICES SERVED.

[ntervior of Houses—

Filthy houses cleansed and whitewashed... s

Houses in which repairs to plastering, brickwork or wood-
work have been carried out ... ... ... ... ...

Flooded cellars drained ...

Exterior of Houses—

Defective roofs made watertight ... ... ... ... . o il i

Houses without eaves, spouting, or with c]mkeu or {lefectwe
spouting—new spouting pmvl{ied, or existing spout-
ing cleansed and repaired...

Dangerous chimneys repaired ..

New earthenware sinks pnmded in ln,u of uld hrmk amks

Yards and Outbuildings—

Surface paving in yards provided, renewed or repaired ...
Filthy and dilapidated outbuildings cleansed and repaired

Drainage—

Absence of or insufficient drainage. Premises drained and
connected to sewer ..
Surface channels abolished and stoneware pipe drains
provided .. i
Defective drains relmd or repalred
Number of manhole inspection chaml}erﬁ provided to
T e e e e G e S e
Foul untrapped drains. Stoneware gully traps fixed ... ...
Additional gullies fixed ...
Choked drains opened and cleansed ... ...

-]

17

[

24

34

36
21
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Housing of the Working Classes Act—

Houses unfit for habitation demolished ... ... ... ... ... ......

Dairies and Cowsheds—

New Cowsheds provided ... . . ..
Cowsheds cleansed and limewashed ... ... ... ... ...
Dairy acfommodation provided or improved ... ... ... ...

Factories and Workshops—

Workshops or workrooms cleansed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Insufficient closet accommodation. Water closets provided
Miscellaneous sanitary improvements ... ...

Common Lodging Houses—

Houses cleansed ... ... ...

Toakall ... . oe s

395






