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The following table furnishes an analysis of deaths oceurring
under five years of age during the past five years :—
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A survey of the figures from year to year makes it plain that
s)mewhat more than half the total mortality oceurs amongst children
under five years of age. In one year the heavy mortality will be found
to be mainly due to one disease, and in another year mainly due to
another, but in the main approximately half the total deaths oceur in
young children, During the year under review a specially heavy
death list resulted from infantile diarrhea, and yet the fizures as com-
pared with those of other years may easily be fallacious. Different
medical men are apt to use different terms to express the same
intestinal lesion, and so in some years the number of deaths returned
as due to diarrheea may be much greater than in another year when
terms expressive of the same state may find more frequent employment.
My own opinion is that the amount of deaths due to enteritis accom-
panied by diarrheea is mainly a matter of accident, depending largely
upon the character of the weather during the summer and autumn
seasons. The contributory carelessness and ignorance in regard to the
feeding of young children always prevails, so that given the atmos-
pheric conditions leading to fermentative changes in the food stuffs
given to the children, particulaily in milk, and acute gastric intestinal
disorders are bound to follow. The main anomaly in my opinion is
the inclusion of these deaths from diarrhea in the zymotic death list.
And it is to my mind hizhly ridiculous to regard this affection as a
zymotic, whilst so little is at present thought of the markedly zymotie
character of influenza, a disease which threatens more and more to
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number, account for the unusually high zymotic death-rate. Until the
deaths from diarrhcea, which is rather a symptom of several diseases
than a disease in itself, come to be classified carefully according to
their real primary cause, comparatively little reliable information is
obtainable from the number of cases considered alone as to number,
and I feel that the deaths from infantile diarrheea should be excluded
from the list of zymotic diseases.  Apart from diarrhea the zymotic
death-rate for Wedneshury during 1898 would only be 1-5 per 1,000,

I regret to say that no fewer than 10 deaths from typhoid fever
have been registered during the year, viz.: — Two in the first quarter,
one in the second quarter, three in the third and four in the fourth.
And the following are the localities where they occurred : —

5 Brickkiln Street ... Case
21 St James's Street b
3

41 Camp Street ... e
49 Darlaston Road ...
4 court Darlaston Road

Holyhead Road S S
4 court King’s Hill...
34 Dale Street

1 court Dale Street ... -

Samson Street
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In no year since 1891 have we had anything like such a fatal
result from the disease, which at the same time it must be said has
never prevailed in an epidemic form. In fact we must regard its pre-
sence as endemic, for it is very questionable whether the town is ever
quite free from enteric fever, and this in spite of the fact that the
general water supply is undeniably good. It has been a routine prac—
tice to inspect the premises in the event of a fatal case of enteric fever,
and the result of such a visit is usually negative. I have frequently
expressed the opinion that the typhoid poison is usually conveyed by
impure milk, fish or vegetable matter. I am now, however, inclined to
go further, and to specially suspect the milk sup ply. ﬁpealti.n,r.’: e
ally, Wednesbury is a town singularly well supplied -wtth fru:ll:,
vegetables, and fish, and all of these excepting oysters are it the main
subjected to a cooking process by which they are rendered safe as
food. The same, however, cannot be said of the milk supply. Apart
altogether from the town dairies, a large quantity of milk comes every
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and as not requiring medical treatment until the cccurrence of severe
and off-times fatal complications. These diseases,,if systematically
placed under medical treatment and with careful nursing, would
probably not oceasion one-fourth the number of deaths,

The freedom from diphtheria enjoyed by the town throughout the
year is very satisfactory, and it is also satisfactory that we are equipped
with the up-to-date means of dealing with the disease in the event of
an outhreak, inasmuch as our arrnngement with the authorities of
Mason College, Birmingham, provides for the bacteriological examina-
tion of membrane from suspicious cases and also for a supply of the
anti-toxin, which has been proved of such value in these cases.

Practically nothing new remains to be said of influenza, which as
I have already stated has practically become endemic in Wednesbury,
No fewer than ten deaths resulted from the disease during the year,
viz., in the first quarter four, in the second five, in the third none, and
in the fourth one. Such a number in the case of a diseaze like
influenza represents a very large number of cases and probably one
would not be far wrong in supposing that one out of every 25 or 30
persons in Wednesbury has suffered from influenza during the year.
The apathy manifested by the public in regard to some diseases com-
pared with others is remarkable.  The public generally seem to think
little or nothing of influenza, although in a large number of instances
even when the patient seems to have recovered, the degree of nervous
prostration and eirculatory enfeeblement following the disease is most
distressing. I believe that the disease is disseminated broadcast by the
association of healthy persons with those who are tediously convalescing
from the disease, and in more than one instance I firmly believe that T
have met with relapses in the same patient brought about by fresh
doses that have entered the system owing to the patients having stayed
in the room that he had himself infected. If only the infected rooms were
fumigated as rooms ave after the occurrence of scarlatina, and all
infected clothing were disinfected a powerful check would doubtless be
given to the spread of this serious malady.
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The sanitary work carried out during the year does not include
anything of an extensive character, but at the same time a good deal
has been done, and in many ways the state of the town’s health is
satisfactory. In this report I think the first matter calline for
comment is the Tsolation Hospital, As you are almost all aware
there has been an annual Hospital Debate, or several annual debates
for many years past. It would now appear to be a matter for con_
gratulation that such a structure, albiet only of a temporary character
is about to be erected. Towards the end of the year orders were
issued by the Health Authority for the levelling of the selected site—
a process which was necessary before huilding operations could be
commenced.  Following this, the site of the building was concreted
in order to improve the foundations, and if possible to ensure greater
dryness of the building when erected. “onsequently when another
Annual Report becomes due I hope it may be possible to say that the
building is erected and fit for the reception of patients; Of course,
in advance I am aware that we are likely to hear ecriticism from other
Health Authorities with more pretentious huildings, and also from the
County Authority who invited us to combine with them in a scheme
for the County providing for Isolation. All this, however, need not
disturb us, for we in Wednesbury know by experience that strikingly
good results can ba obtained in unpretentious buildings, and by means
of them, epidemics of marked severity have been successfully dealt
with upon more than one occasion. This subject suggests to my
mind the collateral one of notification. Is it impossible that when
this matter comes up again for consideration something may be done
As I have previously stated, in my opinion no useful end ean be served
by including the whole list of zymotic diseases in a list of notifiable
diseases Surely, however, the members of the Sanitary Authority
will agree with me that there is a practical utility in adopting the
Notification Act in rezard to Enteric Fever, Smallpox, Scarlatina, and
Diphtheria. These also are the diseases which call for isolation
under circumstances which your Medical Officer may consider sufficient
to demand it. I would earnestly suggest to the Health Authority
that notification should be adopted in respect of the diseases I have
specially mentioned. In Smallpox such a step is imperative so that
isolation may be cariied out from the first appearance of the disease—
in the case of enteric fever, so that the total number of cases arising
may be known, and so that if possible the cause of the disease may be
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